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INTRODUCTION 


T HE letters that passed between the Fort William Council and the Court 
o£ Directors included in this volume arc those of die Foreign, Political, 
and Secret Departments for die years 1792-95. The letters of each of these 
Departments form a separate scries, and they have been grouped separately, 
the letters within each group being arranged chronologically. To cover the 
lacunae in our records, copies of certain letters have been obtained by the 
courtesy of the Commonwealth Relations Office, London, and included in this 
volume. The following letters arc known to have been issued, but they are not 
traceable among the records eidier in Delhi or in London: 

(1) Secret Letter from die Court of Directors to die Fort William 
Council, 14 March 1792. 

(2) „ „ 25 March 1795. 

(3) „ „ 8 April 1795. 

It has not been considered in any way useful to publish the following letters : 

(1) Secret Letter to the Court of Directors from die Fort William 
Council forwarding its proceedings, 12 December 1792. 

(2) „ „ „ „ 9 June 1794 (two letters bear- 

ing the same 
date). 

(3) Secret Letter from the Court of Directors to die Fort William 
Council forwarding a copy of a letter addressed to the Government 
of Bombay, 24 March 1795. 

The letters included in this volume relate primarily to die diplomatic 
and military history of India during the last two years of the Governor- 
Generalship of Cornwallis and the first two years of that of Shore. The 
letters in the Foreign Department relate to the Company’s dealings widi the 
European nations having settlements in the East. Those in the Political 
Department concern primarily diplomatic relations with the neighbouring 
princes of the country ; at times, however, they deal widi purely internal civil 
administrative matters such as die organization of die newly conquered region 
of Malabar. The Secret Department letters treat of all subjects in respect of 
which secrecy in deliberation and communication was considered necessary ; 
in addition to diplomatic and military matters, diey deal with questions of 
trade and commerce. 


Tipti Sultan 

The major political event at the time the correspondence begins is the 
war with Tipu which had broken out in May 1790. General Medows was 
first in charge of the operations, and he had planned to seize Coimbatore 
and invade Mysore through the Gazzalhatti Pass, while General Abercromby 
was to attack Malabar. By July a number of forts stretching from the 
Coromandel to die Gazzalhatti Pass had been captured, and Medows was 
in Coimbatore. In the meantime, Tipu suddenly came down the Ghats, 
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inflicted sharp reverses on the Company’s forces, and appeared before 
Trichinopoly. These reverses led Cornwallis to assume personal command 
of the operations. He arrived at Madras on 12 December and invaded 
Mysore via Vellore and Ambur. He captured Bangalore, the second important 
town in Tipu’s dominions, and reached Scringapatam on 13 May 1791. He 
was, however, compelled to retreat to Bangalore on 26 May, owing largely 
to scarcity of food and fodder and the setting in of the rains. With the 
postponement of the siege of Scringapatam, General Abercromby, .who had 
succeeded in securing Malabar and Coorg and had been ordered to co-operate 
in the siege, was directed to withdraw to Malabaf- ; the Maratha army under 
Parashuram Bhau, accompanied ■ by a detachment of troops from Bombay 
under Captain Little, proceeded to operate in the north-west of Bangalore, and 
the Nizam’s forces under Asad Ali Khan moved to the north-cast. 

Before Cornwallis could resume the siege of Scringapatam, he had first 
to secure uninterrupted communication with the Coromandel .Coast by 
reducing the intermediate posts still held by the enemy. By September 1791 
communication with the Baramahal and the Coromandel had been well- 
established and the only fort that stood out was Krishnagiri, the capital of 
the Baramahal, about 106 miles cast of .Scringapatam. On 19 October 
Nandidurga was captured, and this enabled Cornwallis to have uninterrupted 
communication with die Nizam’s forces in the north-cast and to assist in 
the siege of Gurramkonda. Peace in dtis region, however, was disturbed 
in October-November by die incursion of Qamar-ud-din into Coimbatore and 
of Bakar Saheb into the Baramahal. Cornwallis sent a detachment of his 
forces against die latter under Col. Maxwell, who captured Penagra on 
21 October 1 * and induced Bakar Saheb to quit the country. Maxwell also 
attacked Krishnagiri and captured the lower fort and the pettah but failed 
to carry the upper fort.® 

Coimbatore was under siege by Tipu’s forces since 13 June, and it was 
intensified after the arrival of Qamar-ud-din. Lieut. Chalmers, the Command- 
ant of the fort, put up a gallant defence, and ultimately surrendered on 
3 November, on condition diat the garrison would be allowed to proceed to 
Palghat. After the surrender was complete, however, the members of the 
garrison were taken captives and marched to Seringapatam. The Company 
alleged that this was an infraction of the terms of the capitulation, and, later 
on, Cornwallis made their release a condition precedent to any negotiation 
with Tipu. Shortly after the fall of Coimbatore Qamar-ud-din returned to 
Mysore, and Major Cuppage recovered control over the region. 3 

As part of his preparation for the siege of Seringapataim, Cornwallis 
proceeded also with the reduction of the enemy strongholds between Bangalore 
and that city. On the northern road to Seringapatam, on 21 December 1791, 
Col. Stuart captured the formidable fortress of Savandurga or the Rock of 
Death, “which at one time he (the Governor General) had determined not 
to attack, from the great improbability of success” 4 ; and he also captured 


1 Political Letter to Court, 25 January 1792, para. 2. 

* Ibid 

3 Political Letters to Court, 25 January 1792, paras. 7-9; and 8 April 1792, para. 5. 

* Lt Col. Mark Wilks, History of Mysore Vol. n, p. 509. 



itoTftODtJCtldN 


3 


Hutridurga on the same road on 23 December. Capt. Welsh took Ramgiri 
and Sivangiri on the central road on 27 December. 5 The only fort that 
remained in the hands of die enemy was Kabbaldurga on the southern road, 
but it was left alone as there was no intention to use that road. 

The stage was nearly set for tire commencement of the siege of Seringa- 
patam. General Abcrcromby was directed to march along the south bank 
of the Cauvery towards Tipu’s capital; and die Maratha army under 
Parashuram Bhau, which was operating near Sira in die north-west, was asked 
to proceed by the direct road to Scringapatam and effect a junction with the 
forces of Abcrcromby. The Nizam's forces were also asked to move southwards 
speedily and join die forces of Col. Floyd proceeding from the Coromandel. 
Cornwallis himself marched from Savandurga on 25 January 1792 and camped 
opposite die city on 5 February. 

The movement of die different contingents of the allied forces did not 
proceed exaedy according to plan. The progress of the Nizam’s forces was 
partially impeded by the siege of Gurramkonda. The English detachment 
under Capt. Read had captured the lower fort on 7 September 1791. After 
leaving Hafiz Farid-ud-din to garrison die lower fort and carry on the siege 
of the upper fort, die main army, headed by the Nizam’s son Sikandar Jah 
and his chief minister Azim-ul-Umara and accompanied by Sir John 
ICcnnaway, the Resident at the Court of die Nizam, proceeded southwards 
in December to join Cornwallis. Before dicy had gone a short distance, 
news was received that Fateh Haidar, Tipu's eldest son, had taken Hafiz 
Farid-ud-din a prisoner and captured the lower fort. Hie Nizam’s army 
returned to Gurramkonda and retook die lower fort widiout difficulty as 
Fateh Haidar had moved away from diat quarter.® Asad Ali Khan was left 
in command of die lower fort, and the Nizam's forces joined Cornwallis in 
die neighbourhood of Hutridurga on die very day he began his march on 
Seringapatam. 

The activities of the Maradia army under Parashuram Bhau, however, 
were most discouraging. When Cornwallis’s summons to move towards Tipu’s 
capital were received Parashuram Bhau was occupied in die neighbourhood 
of Chitradurga, casting covetous eyes on the rich province of Bednore or Nagar. 
Instead of marching southwards, he proceeded westwards, captured Shimoga 
in the last week of December, and appeared before Bednore on 28 January 
1792. On hearing that Qamar-ud-din had been detailed by Tipu to act against 
him, he retreated to Shimoga on 10 February, and did not reach Seringapatam 
till the middle of March, by which time the negotiations for peace were well 
under way. 7 

General Abercroraby set out from Cannanore in December 1791. As 
diere was no hope of die Maratha army joining him, he crossed the Cauvery 
on 11 February 1792 and joined the allied forces in carrying on the siege.® 

The siege commenced on 5 February 1792, and Tipu soon found that 

* Political Letter to. Court, 8 April 1792, paras. 3-4. 

* Political Letter to Court, 25 January 1792, paras. 15-18. 

■ 1 Political Letter to Court, 8 April 1792, paras. 7-9 & 13-14. 

'Ibid., paras. 13-14 & 17. 
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the odds were against him. He was obliged to sign the preliminary articles 
of peace on 22 February, and the definitive treaty on 18 March. Under its 
terms he agreed to surrender one half of his dominions and pay an indemnity 
of three crorcs and diirty lakhs of sicca rupees, half to be paid immediately 
and the rest in three instalments, the interval between any two instalments 
not exceeding four months. He also gave two of his sons, Abdul Khaliq 
aged 10 and Muiz-ud-din aged . 8, as hostages for his good faith.® Highly 
pleased at "die splendid and decisive victory” over Tipu, "the formidable and 
resdess enemy of the British interests in India”, the Court of Directors ex- 
pressed dieir "unanimous thanks” to Cornwallis. As a substantial tcsdmonv 
of their sentiments, they confirmed the gratuity allotted to the army by 
him and in addition granted to it six months’ batta. 10 

There are frequent references in these letters to many disputes that arose 
over die fulfilment of die terms of the treaty, bodi between die allies and 
Tipu, and the allies inter sc. They centre round four main topics: (1) the 
cession of territories and frontier adjustments ; (2) the payment of the war 
indemnity ; (3) the release of die prisoners of war ; and (4) the return of the 
hostages. 

Cession of territories and frontier adjustments: One of the subjects 
frequendy referred to in die letters is die dispute between Tipu and 
the Nizam over Karnul, a border state of strategic importance. Till 1765 
when Haidar Ali invaded it, its ruler Ranmust Khan held it as a military 
fief from the Nizam. As the latter was unable to protect him, lie was forced 
to pay peshkash and become a tributary of Mysore. 11 During die negotia- 
tions preceding die Treaty of Seringapatam, Tipu included Karnul in die 
schedule of his dominions. The Nizam protested against it but failed to 
press the matter to a conclusion. So Ranmust Khan continued to pay tribute 
to Mysore and advised his son and successor to continue the practice. 13 After 
die conclusion of the treaty, the Nizam revived his claim and, to cheek 
Tipu’s aggression in the region, had dioughts of exchanging widi die Nawab 
of Karnul those parts of his state which. bordered on Tipu’s for an equivalent 
jagir elsewhere. 18 When the old Nawab Ranmust Khan died, the Nizam also 
tried to interfere widi die succession by supporting one claimant against the 
other, a conduct against which Tipu vigorously protested. 14 The Company 
was opposed to the Nizam’s claims and held diat his policy was not in con- 
sonance with the spirit of die Treaty of Seringapatam. Reporting on the 
subject to the Court, the Fort William Council observed that "the Nizam 
had in fact, perhaps not in form, suffered his title of Lord Paramount of 
Kernoull to be superceded, and that he must be considered to have given 
it up when he ceased to protect his feudatory against die usurpations of Hyder 
Ally, as well as when die rights of Tippoo were asserted previous to the 
execution of the Treaty of Seringapatam.” 15 To force die hands of the Com- 


•c. U. AUchison, A Collection of Treaties, Engagements and Sanads (1929), Vol. IX, 
232. 

Political Letter . from Court, 19 September 1792, paras. 1-2. 

11 Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, paras. .10-11.. 

13 Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1793, paras. 39-40. 

13 Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 10. 

14 Political Letters to Court, 18 May 1793, paras. 40-41 ; and 13 August 1793, para. 57. 
" Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1793, para. 41. 
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pany to support him, the Nizam threatened to withhold his concurrence to 
an agreement which Cornwallis had proposed with a view to clarifying and 
thereby strengthening the basis of die Triple Alliance against Tipu. But 
Cornwallis was not moved by this threat. He expressed himself strongly that 
“the Company was not bound to support him [the Nizam] in his wild views 
of ambition and in projects which he would not have ventured to have thought 
of before his head was turned by the successful event of the war” ; and the 
Resident at Hyderabad was instructed to inform the Nizam in the clearest 
terms that the Company was not bound to come to his help if “his ill-founded 
daims upon Kumoul” led to a war with Tipu. 16 This blunt reply forced die 
Nizam to retract, and he promised the Company to stop all interference with 
the succession issue. 17 The only result of the Nizam’s unwise Karnul policy 
was that it deepened the ill will subsisting between him and Tipu; and this 
was in striking contrast to the latter’s efforts to woo die Marathas. 

Again, the Raja of Travancore objected to Tipu’s induding the taluks of 
Parur, Alangad and Kunnatnad in the province of Cochin and transferring 
them to the Company under the peace treaty. He claimed that these taluks 
had been given to him by the Raja of Cochin in 1755 and should be regarded 
as rightly belonging to him. Both Powney, the Resident at Travancore, and 
the Malabar Commissioners upheld die justice of his contention. 18 Cornwallis 
at first demanded compensation from Tipu for the loss sustained by the Com- 
pany by its having to part with the taluks to Travancore. 19 But he later 
changed his mind and observed that the proprietory right of the Raja of 
Travancore was “too doubtful to serve as a ground for persisting in the claim 
upon Tippoo for a compensation for diem” and the disputed areas 
should be left in the possession of the Raja in view of the reasons advanced 
by the Malabar Commissioners. 20 The Company finally abandoned its claim 
to the territories, and this was confirmed by Article 1 of the Treaty of Perpetual 
Alliance concluded in 1795 -with the Raja. 21 

Next, there was Tipu’s daim over the Raja of Coorg relative to the taluks 
of Ameera, Soolua and Enwara Seemy. There is a reference in the letters 
to the deputation of Capt. Murray in 1793 by the Malabar Commissioners 
with full powers to reconcile the claims of the contending parties. 22 Later, 
however, when Capt. Doveton accompanied the hostage princes on their return 
to their father, he was instructed not to embark on any discussion on the 
subject with Tipu as the Raja of Coorg did not appear to welcome the Com- 
pany’s intervention. 23 The negotiations dragged on till war broke out again 
with Tipu, and the question remained unsettled. 24 

Again, Tipu objected to the Company’s occupation of Wynaad in 


lc Political Letter to Court, 13 August 1793, paras. 52-55. 

11 Political Letter to Court, 28 October 1793, para. 24. 

16 Report of a Joint Commission on the Province of Malabar, 1792-93, paras. 157-75. 

19 Political Letter from Court, 25 June 1793, para. 37. 

” Political Letter to Court, 30 November 1793, para. 8. 

91 Aitchison, op, cit., Vol. X, p. 228. 

” Political Letter to Court, 28 October 1793, paras. 17-19. 

" Political Letter to Court, 15 May 1794, para. 17. Political Letter from Court, 3 July 
1795, para. 29. ' f 

54 Mohibbul Hasan Khan, History of Tipu Sultan, pp. 285-87, 
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Malabar, and after protracted negotiations the claim was admitted by 
Wellesley in 1798. 25 

In addition to the above, there arc references to a few minor disputes 
relative to the cession of territories and the demarcation of boundaries under 
the peace treaty. There was some delay in the surrender of Bcllary to the 
Nizam, giving rise to protests and counter protests. 28 Certain other disputes 
with die Nizam dircatcncd at one time to come in the way of the return 
of the hostage princes. 27 The Company laid claim to certain villages in die 
taluks of Solaghcrry and Vcrapatcliy in Madura District, Madras, and 
they were surrendered by Tipu. Tipu, on his side, laid claim to certain 
villages in Karur in Coimbatore District diat had been forcibly seized by 
Sarny Naig, die Palcgar of Rnmagiri, and die Fort William Council 
expressed strongly that whatever the merits of the ease might be, conduct such 
as diat alleged against die Palcgar should be discouraged. 28 Early in 1794 
it was reported to die Court diat all the disputes between the Company and 
Tipu were “either finally concluded or the grounds of adjustment so far settled 
as to prevent die renewal of future altercation.” 29 


Payment of the war indemnity : No major disputes arose between Tipu 
and die allies in this matter,, but it gave rise to certain minor differences. 
The Company received die first instalment of die indemnity punctually, but 
the Nizam and die Maradias complained of Tipu's remissness in paying them 
their shares. The Fort William Council was afraid diat Tipu might be trying 
to create jealousy in their minds by a show of partiality towards the Company 
in the performance of his pecuniary engagements, and so decided not to accept 
the second instalment from him until the first had been paid to the allies. 30 
Tipu on his side complained that die Nizam and the Maradias were delaying 
die formal acknowledgment of the receipt of die amounts paid by him, and 
offered to make payments to die allies collectively dirough die Company. 
The Fort William Council did not accept the suggestion, but instructed the 
Residents at Hyderabad and Poona to request those Governments not to delay 
the issue of receipts. 31 There is also a reference to the coins paid by Tipu 
not being of required weight and purity and to die steps taken to protect the 
Company against losses on this score. 32 

Release of the prisoners of war : There are frequent references in the 
correspondence to the non-release of the British prisoners of war in contra- 
vention of the terms of the peace treaty. 33 Tipu, however, gave “the most 
solemn assurances that diere was not a single Englishman confined in his 
dominions to his knowledge, and that particularly at Seringapatam.” 34 
Probably, as Professor Dodwell has suggested, 35 the Englishmen whom Tipu 


53 Political Letter to Court, 12 May 1795, para. 5. William Logan, Malabar, Vol. I, 
527 

=• Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 9. 

"Political Letter to Court, 17 January 1794, paras. 10-19. 

"Ibid., paras. 2-8. 
a * Ibid., para. 9. 

»• Political Letter to Court, 14 December 1792, para. 108. • 

"Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1793, para. 32. 

"Uiid!, para. 37. Also Political Letter from Court, 3 July 1795, para. 17. 

"Political Letter to Court, 13 August 1793, para. 74. _ 28 o 

« Podwcll, H. H. (Ed.), The Cambridge History of India, Vol. V, p. 28y. 
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had failed to release were those who had submitted themselves to circumcision 
and accepted Tipu’s service, and the Sultan did not regard them as prisoners 
of war whom he was bound to release under the terms of the treaty. 

Return. of the hostage princes: The hostage princes, Abdul Khaliq 
and Muiz-ud-din, were kept in Madras under the charge of Capt. Doveton 
and treated, as Tipu himself acknowledged, with "great attention and 
civilities.” 30 As a token of goodwill, Cornwallis caused their portraits to be 
drawn and sent them to their father, who observed that "the miniatures were 
very well finished, and die likeness remarkably strong.” 37 As the release of 
his sons was dependent on die prompt fulfilment of the terms of peace, Tipu 
made the reparation payments punctually. At die last minute, the Nizam 
put forward a claim to certain villages in Tipu’s possession, and it appeared 
diat there might be some delay in the restoration of the princes. Cornwallis, 
however, was able to persuade die Nizam to waive his objections without 
any prejudice to his claims, and at the same time to obtain a mitten declara- 
tion from Tipu’s Vakils diat die boundary disputes between the Nizam and 
• their master would be adjusted according to the terms of the peace treaty. 3 ® 
Capt. Doveton then escorted the princes from Madras and delivered them 
safely into the hands of their father on 17 March 1794. 39 

Thus no major conflicts arose between Tipu and the allies over the fulfil- 
ment of the terms of the Treaty of Seringapatam, and so long as his sons 
were retained as hostages by the Company, Tipu was not likely to give occasion 
for any serious misunderstanding. The situation altered with the return of 
the princes, and die Company felt that it was left with no other check upon 
Tipu than what it derived from its own actual strength and alliances. 10 
Although Tipu could not be accused of any major anti-British activity during 
the whole of diis period, the correspondence throughout breathes the suspicious 
attitude of the Company towards him. 41 It was a fundamental principle of 
the Company’s policy that his dislike of the English had undergone no change 
by die events of die war and that he was always seeking a favourable oppor- 
tunity to regain his lost possessions. Notwithstanding the reduction of his 
power by the late war, he was still considered formidable “from his activity, 
abilities, resources and experiences” 42 ; and motives of ambition and resent- 
ment were expected to urge him to recover the possessions of which he had 
been deprived and the reputation he had lost. To counteract this danger 
the Company was gready anxious to maintain the solidarity among the 
members of the Triple Alliance against Tipu unimpaired, and this may be 
considered the sheet anchor of its external policy at the time. But, at the 
same time, it was anxious not to get involved in the aggressive designs of 
its allies. In diis connection, the treaties that led to the formation of the 
Triple Alliance had laid down: "If, after the conclusion of the peace with 

** Political Letter to Court, 17 May 1793, para. 28. 

” Ibid. 

J * Political Letters to Court, 17 January 1794, paras. 10-20; 13 February 1794, para. 3; 
tO March 1794, paras. 7-8 ; and 15 May 1794, para. 17. 

s * Political Letter to Court, 15 May 1794, para. 16. 

40 Secret Letter to Court, 15 May, 1794, para. 3. 

41 Secret Letter to Court, 31 October 1795, para. 34. Political Letters to Court, 
14 December 1792, para. 108; and 18 May 1793, para. '32. . 

** Secret Letter to Court, 15 May 1794, para. 5, 
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Tipu, he should molest or attack either of the contracting parties, the others 
shall join to punish him; the mode arid- condition of effecting which shall 
be hereafter settled by the three contracting powers.” 43 The provision was 
much too vague and general. Cornwallis desired that its true meaning and 
content should riot be at a future period disputed or misconstrued by any 
of the parties, and he wanted a fresh agreement to be concluded in clarifica- 
tion and amplification of this engagement. In the draft Treaty of Guarantee 
drawn up on 5 February 1793 44 and in the instructions issued to the Residents 
at Poona and Hyderabad, he made it clear that the alliance should be strictly 
defensive and come into effect only, if Tipu attacked any of the allies without 
just provocation. If any dispute arose between one of the allies and Tipu, 
it was to be the duty of the former to communicate the nature of the dispute 
to its allies to' enable them to use their good offices to secure its settlement 
amicably by negotiation. The obligation to assist each other was to arise 
only if the allies not parties to the dispute were convinced, that their 
ally in distress had justice on its side and all means of conciliation had been 
tried and proved fruidess. In the event of hostilities breaking out, the allies 
were to assist one another with the whole of their forces. 45 

When the subject was first mooted, Malet, the Resident at Poona, was 
of opinion that the Nizam would be anxious to promote the objects of the 
draft treaty as it would offer him protection against the overwhelming 
Maratha power, and the Marathas would be very circumspect for that very 
reason. 40 - As was anticipated by Malet, the proposal received a mixed recep- 
tion. The Nizam at first demanded, as a price for his acceptance .of the 
draft treaty, that the Company should support his claims to Karnul. When 
he found that there was no chance of the Company yielding on the point, 
he expressed his willingness to subscribe to the treaty unconditionally. As 
for the Marathas, after protracted negotiations, the Poona Court put forward 
a counter proposal on 18 September 1793. 47 Considering the unimportance of 
the modifications suggested, the Council at Fort William suspected that the 
main reason for putting forward a new draft instead of taking the Company’s 
proposal as the basis was to avoid an explicit confirmation of the Treaty of 
Scringapatam which might have affected adversely the Maratha claim; to 
chauth on Tipu’s dominions. The Council was not prepared to support such 
a move. . Having considered the discussions that had taken place, and the 
unqualified assent of the Nizam to the Company’s draft, it was of opinion 
that the meaning of Articles 13 and 10 of the Treaties of . Poona and 
Pangal respectively, which the new agreement proposed to explain, had been 
sufficiently clearly ascertained and established, and that there were “no cogent 
reasons for the conclusion of a new explanatory treaty.” 48 The Court of 
Directors approved the stand taken by the Fort William Council. 49 The 


*’ Article 13 o£ the Treaty of Poona, 1790 — Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. VII, p. 49. 
Article 10 of the Treaty of Pangal, 1790 — Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. IX, p. 46. 

41 For the text of the draft Treaty of Guarantee, see Appendix 1. 

45 Political Letters to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 16; and 14 December 1792, 
para. 82. ' 

44 Political Letter to Court, 14 December 1792, paras. 84-85. 

4T For die text of the proposal, see Appendix 2. 

41 Political Letter to Court, 17 January 1794, paras. 27-35. 

"Political Letter from Court, 5 June 1795, para. 23. 
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subject was allowed to remain dormant for some time and ultimately 
dropped. 50 


The Marathas 

The Maratha Confederacy towards the end of the eighteenth century was 
a curious and baffling political puzzle. It consisted of the Chhatrapati at 
Satara, who was a descendant of Shivaji and the nominal head of the Maratha 
State; the Peshwa, whose authority was completely overshadowed by the 
personality of Nana Phadnis ; and the all but independent hereditary generals 
of the state — Sindia, Holkar, Bhosle and others, who ruled over large terri- 
tories. During die troubles that followed the death of Peshwa Madhav 
Rao I in 1772 and die minority of his successor, Madhav Rao Narayan, Nana 
Phadnis had become die dc facto ruler of the central government and 
Mahadji Sindia, who was at die beginning of his career merely one of the 
hereditary generals of die empire, had become the most powerful rider in the 
north, having greatly extended die limits of the Maradia Empire and brought 
the Mughal Emperor under his protection. The correspondence throws much 
light on the duel that followed between the great minister and the great 
general for supreme power in the direction of Maratha affairs. 

Shordy after die conclusion of the Treaty of Scringapatam Mahadji 
Sindia announced his intention to visit Poona. The ostensible object of his 
visit was to pay homage to die young Peshwa and to present to him, with 
particular form and ceremony, the firman , the khilat, and the insignia of 
the office of Vakxl-i-mutlaq granted by the Mughal Emperor. But specula- 
tion was rife as to the real object of his visit, and the correspondence reveals 
the high feeling of tension prevailing at the time ; even Nana Phadnis was 
induced to sound Cornwallis as to his willingness to mediate between Mahadji 
and himself, and, in case of necessity, to spare him four or five battalions 
of the Company’s troops. 51 Mahadji moved warily to disarm suspicion, and 
after long delays reached Poona on 12 June 1792, and remained there till 
his deadi on 12 February 1794. 

The correspondence does not throw much light on what passed behind 
the scenes at the Poona Court, but it is clear that Mahadji was making 
himself felt and Nana was not having his way in many matters. Two episodes 
make this very dear. Taking advantage of certain domestic disputes in the 
family of the Pant Sachiv, Nana had obtained control of the Pant Sachiv’s affairs 
and posted an agent of his own to manage them. Mahadji espoused the 
cause of the Sachiv , and compelled Nana to restore to him his power and 
possessions. In return for this help, the Fort William Council reported to 
the Court that Mahadji would be permitted to manage the jagir under the 
tide of diwan , 52 

Next, there was a dispute in the Gaikwad family regarding the regency. 
Sayaji Rao, die ruling Gaikwad, was an imbecile, and his brother Fateh Singh 

80 Mohibbul Hasan Khan, op. tit., p. 285. 

81 Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 22. Also, Grant Duff, History 
of the Marathas, Vol. II, p. 219. 

" Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1793, para, 84, 
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was acting as the regent. On his death in 1789, a dispute arose between 
the Gaikwad’s other two brothers, Govind Rao and Manaji, as to who should 
succeed to die regency. The latter, though he was the younger of die two, 
seized die person and government of Sayaji and gained the support of the 
Poona Court by paying a large sum of money as nazar and promising to 
clear off the arrears of revenue accumulated by Fateh Singh. Mahadji, when 
he came to Poona, pressed die claims of Govind Rao on the attention of the 
Peshwa and secured his appointment as regent in the place of Manaji. 
Reporting on the subject in January 1793, Malet, the Resident at Poona, 
observed that if this move succeeded it would have the effect of dirowing 
“diat great branch of die empire into the already too weighty scale of Mahadji 
Sindhia’s influence.”** ' To counter Maliadji’s move, Manaji applied to the 
Company for aid under the treaty concluded by his brother Fateh Singh 
with’ General Goddard in 1780, hut the Bombay Government declined to 
intervene on the ground diat it had been superseded by the Treaty of Salbai 
of 1782.*' 1 The conflict came to an end with the opportune death of Manaji 
in August 1793. Though diere was now no one left to dispute the claims of 
Govind Rao, his troubles were not at an end. ' The Poona Court demanded 
from him, prior to giving its consent to his proceeding to Baroda, a cash 
payment of a crore of rupees, the cliauth of Surat, and the surrender of the 
district of Surat Athavisi.** The last two demands were likely to affect the 
interests of. the Company adversely. Govind Rao sought the Company’s aid 
to. help him out of his difficulties.. Shore had just assumed office. In his 
letter to the Resident at Poona oh 1 November 1793, he observed that the 
Company was under no obligation under Article 8 of the Treaty of Salbai 
to help Govind Rao, because he had carried on negotiations with the Poona 
Government before and after, the death of Manaji and entered into various 
commitments without taking the Company into his confidence. Shore also 
considered it impolitic to take any step which might lead to serious mis- 
understanding with the Poona Court and weaken the solidarity of die Triple 
Alliance against Tipu. He felt, however, that the affair should not be passed 
over in silence ; a mild protest was to be sent to Nana Phadnis against the 
conclusion of the affair without any communication to the Company, but the 
protest was not to be "pushed so far as to convey against him the imputation 
of the violation of the treaty.”** Before the receipt of the letter, however, 
Malet had made .representations to the Poona Court on similar lines,* 7 and 
the presence of Mahadji must have been of no small help to Govind Rao’s 
cause. The finale of die episode was that the Poona Court gave up its 
territorial demands and permitted Govind Rao to proceed to Baroda in 
December 1793.* 8 ' 

While Mahadji was at Poona, the Sindia-Holkar rivalry, fanned by the 
intrigues of the Poona Court, became more acute. Ahalya Bai generally 


Political Letter to Court, 18 May .1793, para. 82. 
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favoured peaceful relations with her neighbour, but she could not sufficiently 
control the impetuous spirits in her camp. There was a skirmish between 
the forces of Sindia and Hollcar at Suravli in October 1792, and it was followed 
by die decisive batdc of Lakhcri in June 1793, which raised Mahadji to the 
zenith of his greatness. 5 ® But, the end came soon. Mahadji, who was ailing 
for some time, died suddenly on 12 February 1794. He was succeeded by 
Daulat Rao, a lad of fourteen. The confusion that reigned in the north with 
the removal of die strong hand of Mahadji, and die general unsettled condi- 
tion of die country, arc clearly portrayed in an account given by Major Palmer, 
die Resident at Sindia’s court. 00 

Mahadji’s dcadi left Nana die undisputed master of the Maratha nation. 
. Peace at home helped him to direct his attention against the traditional enemy 
of die Maradias — the Nizam, and his victory over the latter in the battle of 
Kliarda in March 1795 placed Tiim at die height of his power. A few months 
later, however, came an event which threw the affairs of the Maratha nation 
into utter confusion — the death of the young Peshwa Madhav Rao Narayan 
on 27 October 1795. The Fort William Council righdy anticipated "a possible 
reduction of the power and influence of the Poona Minister (Nana Phadnis] 
or a disunion among die different branches of the Maratha State which may 
eventually arise from a disputed succession.” 01 

Hie last entry in the correspondence refers to a move by Nana to by-pass 
the claims of Baji Rao and Chimnaji Appa to the Peshwaship by inducing 
the widow of the late Peshwa to adopt a boy: the boy would succeed to die 
rights of his posthumously adoptive father, and Nana would be able to retain 
all power in his own hands during the minority. 02 This attempt, as is well- 
known, did not succeed, and Baji Rao at last became the Peshwa. 

The Company’s policy towards the Marathas was conditioned by its fear 
of Tipu and die great importance attached by it to the Triple Alliance as 
a bulwark against die revival of the aggressive ambitions of that ruler. It 
desired to be on the best of terms with the Poona Government, and studiously 
avoided being involved in die rivalries and wrangles of the Maratha chiefs, 
aldiough many opportunities presented diemselves. It has been seen above 
how the Company was averse to any active interference in the Gaikwad affair. 
Again, in 1793, when Tukoji Holkar applied to Cornwallis to mediate between 
Mahadji Sindia and himself die request was turned down ; and the Resident 
at Poona was instructed to assure Nana that no consideration would induce 
die Company “to interfere in accommodating the dissensions between the 
chiefs who formed the Maratha State, unless they were solicited to do so by 
the Peshwa or his Ministers.” 03 Even when Nana himself sought the mediation 
of Cornwallis in his dispute with Mahadji, he was told that the Company did 
not like to “interfere in the disputes of a superior and dependant.” 04 As will 
be noticed later, the Company also kept out of the diplomatic duel between 

s ’ G. S. Sardesai, New History of the Marathas , VoL HI, pp. 243-44. 

40 Political Letter to Court, 12 May M 795, paras. 28-33. 

01 Political Letter to Court, 20 November 1795, para. 10. 

" Political Letter to Court, 15 December 1795, para. 2. 

“ Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1793, para. 86. 

** Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 22. Also, Grant Duff, op. cit., 
Vol, H, p. 219, 



12 


INTRODUCTION 


the Nizam and the Marathas which ultimately led to the batde of Kharda, 
and refused to offer mediation unless requested by both the parties. 

There were, however, certain unresolved disputed claims of the Marathas, 
which, pressed to a point, might have led to an armed conflict; the fear of 
each other’s military might alone acted as the restraining force. There was 
first the Maratha claim to chauth. Writing on this subject to Malet on 
27 October 1792, Cornwallis expressed himself strongly in the following terms: 
“With regard to the presumptuous Maratha claim of chout, I wish that, as 
far as it relates to ourselves, it should not only be treated with contempt, 
but that the Marathas should also know that it can never be mentioned by 
them without exciting our displeasure and indignation, and it may likewise be 
proper that they should clearly understand that we do not look upon ourselves 
as, in the most distant degree, engaged to support them in such a claim 
upon any of the other powers in India.” 6 * 

There were next certain claims which the Marathas could put forward 
on behalf of the Mughal Emperor, who had conferred on the Peshwa the 
august title of Vakil-i-mutlaq, or Absolute Vicegerent. Alluding to a report 
that the Emperor had directed the Peshwa and Mahadji Sindia to collect the 
tribute due from Bengal, Cornwallis made it dear to the latter that any such 
claim would be warmly resented by the Company. 60 The Company did not 
support such daims with respect to die Indian powers also, as seen in the affair 
of the investiture of the Nawab of Surat. Nizam-ud-din Khan, who had 
succeeded as the Nawab in 1790, applied to the Emperor for a sanad of in- 
vestiture. Mahadji wanted to extract as much as possible by way of nazr, 
and greatly delayed the issue of the sanad. Exasperated by this delay, Nizam- 
ud-din had himself installed in 1792 as the Nawab with the assent of die 
Company ; and when the imperial sanad was at length despatched, he dedined 
to receive it, deeming the Company’s recognition an adequate security to his 
position. The Court of Directors hoped diat this event, together with 
Cornwallis’s action in not soliciting a sanad of investiture when Nasir-ul-Mulk 
succeeded as the Nawab of Bengal, would convince the Marathas how litde 
weight would be attached in future to any pretensions founded on the office 
of Vakil-i-mutlaq* 7 

Apart from these questions of great moment discussed above, there are 
innumerable references in the correspondence to matters of a routine type 
that generally arise between neighbouring friendly states. A writ of summons 
issued by the Mayor’s Court of Bombay against two subjects of the Maratha 
State appeared in Poona and caused some diplomatic unpleasantness. 68 The 
Poona Government sought a suspension of the duty levied on grain imported 
through Bombay, as their country was suffering from a drought; the Fort 
William Council desired to oblige, but did not succeed owing to the opposi- 
tion of the Bombay Government. 69 The . Peshwa requested the Company's 
Government to remit the sentence of death passed on a Brahmin at Bombay. 
Out of deference to his wishes, the Bombay Government suspended the 

ts Political Letter to Court, 14 December 1792, para. 112. 

*• Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 26. 

*’ Political Letters from Court, 25 April 1792, para. 13; and 5 June 1795, para. 20, 

•• Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1793, paras. 67-75, 

*’ Ibid ., paras. 76-80, 
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execution of the sentence, and applied to the Crown for the remission, as the 
subject was within the royal prerogative. 70 As a token of goodwill, the Peshwa 
was presented with a model of a first rate ship of war. 71 

Complaints were received from Benares that Sindia’s Vakils were behaving 
with indecency and insolence in the prosecution of a suit , at the Court of 
Adaht. A number of other Maradias going there were also found frequently 
guilty of many improprieties. Cornwallis found it necessary to warn Sindia 
that while his subjects visiting die Company’s territories, either on business or 
for religious purposes, would meet widi die most friendly treatment so long 
as they conducted themselves quiedy, they would in future be severely punished 
if diey offered resistance to die established laws and insulted the officers of 
the Company. 75 A complaint was also received against Lallaboy, Sindia’s 
Amil at Broach. One of the Company’s sepoys was murdered following a 
brawl with a soldier in Sindia's service, and the efforts of the Company’s 
Resident to secure justice locally met only widi insults. The matter was 
then taken up with Mahadji himself, and he met the demand for firm action 
in a conciliatory spirit. 73 There is also a reference in the correspondence to 
one Perrot, formerly of the Company’s service, who complained to the Court 
that certain inhabitants of Broach and its neighbourhood owed him large 
sums of money and he was finding it difficult to collect them. The Court 
directed the Fort William Council to urge Sindia to have the debts paid. 74 

The letters also contain many references to Raghuji Bhosle, the Nagpur 
Raja, with whose territories the Company had a long common frontier. They 
relate to border frays, discontented zamindars of one state taking refuge in 
the other state, and such other matters. 75 


The Nizam 


Hyderabad was still ruled by Nizam Ali, and his diicf adviser was Azim- 
ul-Umara, also known as Mushir-ul-Mulk. The letters throw great light on 
die personality of the latter, who was all powerful in the affairs of the state 
till the battle of Kliarda in March 1795. The Fort William Council had no 
high opinion of either his abilities or his character. There are frequent refer- 
ences to "the natural levity and inconsiderateness of his character”, 76 and he 
was regarded as “a man of limited knowledge and experience in military 
matters”. 77 Although he was staunchly pro-British, the Company did not view 
with favour his policy towards the Marathas. He was said to entertain 
the most extravagant ideas of the power of his master and to be pursuing 
"wild and unconnected schemes of policy”, which were certain to bring ruin 
at their heels. 78 


10 Political Letter to Court, 17 January 1794, paras. 37-38. 

71 Political Letter to Court, 30 November 1793, para. 3. 
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71 Secret Letter from Court, 25 June 1793, para. 53. 
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It lias been noticed already that die policy pursued over the Karnul 
question and other matters relating to the Treaty of Seringapntam deepened 
the ill will subsisting between Tipu and the Nizam.” The Fort William 
Council, writing to the Court on 30 December 1791, remarked that Tipu was 
even averse to having direct correspondence with the Nizam, and preferred 
communicating with him through the circuitous channel of the Company.* 9 

The Nizam’s Maratha policy was equally unfortunate and far more 
disastrous in its consequences. He supported Mnhadji Sindia as against Nana 
Phadnis in the struggle between them for supremacy. He advanced Mnhadji 
thirty lakhs of rupees, and was willing to pay more.*’ At one time lie posed 
as a peace maker and offered to go to Poona with the ostensible object of 
attending the Pesliwa's wedding, but he received no encouragement.’* He 
proceeded then to Bidar, which was close to the Maratha frontier on die 
Poona side ; and this was interpreted to mean that lie wanted to he nearer the 
scene of action to enable him to interfere more effectively in Maratha politics.** 
These political manoeuvres of the Nizam only antagonised the Poona Dnrbar 
without gaining for him the support of Mnhadji, who was playing his own 
subtle game. The Nizam, however, had little to fear from the Mnrnthas so 
long as the Nana-Maliadji conflict continued. Things took an unexpected 
turn by the sudden demise of Malindji in February 179-1. Now the Nizam 
had to hear the full brunt of the wrath of Nana, whose power had been un- 
expectedly augmented by this event. The Marariins demanded the payment 
of chauth and sardcslimukhi, which had fallen in arrears for many years,** 
and die acceptance of the demand would have driven the Nizam back to 
their tutelage, a condition from which he had only recently emerged. The 
Nizam sent Mir Alam to Poona to negotiate an agreement in July 179-1. The 
tortuous discussions that followed bore no fruit, and he recalled him in 
December.* 5 After this, the Nizam's relations with the Mnrnthas deteriorated 
rapidly, and hostilities broke out shortly after. 

With Shore as die Governor General, die policy of the Company towards 
the gadiering storm was vacillating and lacking in vigour. 'Flic Company was 
deeply interested in the matter for two reasons. First, an open conflict between 
the Nizam and the Peshwa would inevitably weaken the Triple Alliance, 
the continued existence of which was considered necessary to hold in dicck 
any attempt on the part of Tipu to recover his lost possessions and power.** 
Secondly, Hyderabad was a valuable buffer. The Fort William Council wrote 
to the Resident at Hyderabad, “The annihilation of the independence of 
the Nizam, whether by the power of the Peshwa or Tippoo Sultan, cannot 
be effected without danger to die Company’s possessions in India ; and it is 
therefore our interest to afford him support.”** But, after mature considera- 
tion, the Council decided against risking a war with die Marathas in support 

See pp. 4-7 above. 
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o£ tlic Nizam. In justification of this decision, it wrote to the Court, 
“Considering the consequences of it in a pecuniary as well as political view, 
we might affirm that it would be wiser to incur the additional expense of 
augmenting our army to such an extent and in such a mode as would preclude 
the danger of insult or molestation from any or all the powers of Hindostan 
than involve ourselves in the hazards, difficulty and expense of a war with 
the Malirattas for the support of a Government over which we could never 
exercise an effective control and which, from the vices inherent in it, require 
abilities of the first magnitude to correct, [and which] must gradually decline 
into dependence or inexistence.” 88 The Fort William Council did not also 
feel bound by any treaty to defend the Nizam against the Peshwa ; and to 
engage in a war on his account in die absence of such a treaty would have 
involved “a direct violation of the prescriptions of the Legislature”, 8 ® viz., 
die directions given by Parliament against the Company engaging in an 
aggressive war.® 0 

Although the Company was decidedly against espousing the cause of the 
Nizam to the extent of risking a war with the Marathas, it was anxious to 
prevent a rupture between them, and counselled moderation through the usual 
diplomatic channels. No formal offer of mediation was made at any stage, 
because it was considered impolitic to do so except at die express request of 
both the parties ; it was felt that while die Nizam would welcome such a move, 
the Marathas would be opposed to it, because they regarded die Nizam as 
a mamlcdar or dependent of theirs.® 1 Mediation was also difficult for another 
reason. The Company was kept, surprisingly enough, ignorant of the true 
causes of the disagreement to the very end.® 3 Hie Nizam appears to have 
hesitated to take the Company into his confidence, because many of the 
Maratha claims had a reference to the Treaty of Edghcer of 1784 and the 
provisions of that treaty would have exposed his anti-British activities during 
that period. 

As the crisis deepened, various reports of anti-British alliances were 
received. It was reported that Tipu was negotiating with the Marathas for 
a free hand against the Company if they declared war on the Nizam. The 
Fort William Council attached no importance to the report, because it believed 
that the Marathas would be afraid to enter into any such commitment with 
Tipu with their northern territories so vulnerable to attacks from Bengal. 
It also felt that Tipu himself would hesitate to make such a proposal, because, 
in all probability, the most arduous task of the war, that of fighting the 
British, would fall on him, while the Marathas, in view of the Nizam’s known 
weakness, would have the easiest and most advantageous part to pursue.® 3 

Again, on the authority of the information received from Mir Alam, it was 
reported that Azim-ul-Umara was planning a Poona-Hyderabad-Mysore 
combination for the destruction of British power in India. The Fort 
William Council regarded it only as a clever move on the part of Azim to 
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force the Company to abandon its “system of neutrality and moderation" 
and ally itself with die Nizam against the Peshwa. It also felt that 
Tipu and the Marathas would view it as a ruse on the part of the Nizam 
to save himself from their designs. 91 The policy of neutrality adopted by 
the Company after serious deliberation remained unaffected by the surcharged 
political atmosphere gf the time. 

After die recall of Mir Alam from Poona in December 1794 as noticed 
above, preparation for' war went ahead rapidly, and the armies of both powers 
marched towards their respective frontiers. On 14 February 1795, with the 
arrival of the Nizam at Purgong, the opposing forces were encamped within 
14 coss of each other. Last minute efforts to bring about a compromise 
failed, and the battle of Kharda was fought on 11 March 1795. It was not 
so much an action as a skirmish between some of the corps of the two armies: 
it was computed that no more than 150 were killed on both the sides. But 
the Nizam was seized by panic, and he sought refuge with his army in the 
small fort of Kharda. The fort had not been provisioned to meet such a 
situation and the distress of the army was extreme. A retreat by reascending 
the Ghats was impracticable with a dispirited army. Under these circums- 
tances, the Nizam was forced to open negotiations for peace. 95 As a 
preliminary condition to holding peace talks, the Marathas insisted on the 
surrender of the person of Azim-ul-Uniara, whom they regarded as their 
arch-enemy. This was a bitter pill for the Nizam to swallow ; but the difficulty 
was got over by the unfortunate Minister voluntarily surrendering himself 
to the Peshwa ; the Fort William Council surmised that Azim preferred capti- 
vity in a Maratha fort to facing the resentment he was bound to evoke in 
Hyderabad, especially among his enemies, if he returned after, concluding a 
disgraceful peace. 96 According to the terms of the treaty that was 'finally 
concluded on 10 April 1795, the Nizam agreed to pay 3 crores and 10 lakhs of 
rupees, one crore towards the arrears of cliauth , one crore as reparations, 
and the rest towards Darbar charges, etc. 9r He also agreed to cede territories 
worth Rs. 34^4 crores, and the cessions extended along the Maratha frontier 
from the fort of Parinda in the south to the river Tapti in the north, including 
the fort of Daulatabad. 98 Many of the ceded territories were so blended in 
situation with those of the Nizam that they were likely to give a hand to 
the Marathas to create trouble whenever they wanted, and for this reason it 
was reported that the Nizam was. endeavouring to get them exchanged. 99 

The victory was spectacular. In its appreciation of the event, the Fort 
William Council wrote to the Court, "Exclusively of an accession of wealth, 
territory and reputation, the Marrattas have now established an influence and 
control over the Nizam from which he will never be able to emancipate 
himself.” 109 It did not, however, anticipate any danger to the Company by 
this accession of power to the Marathas ; it expected that although Maratha 
ambition was “ever vigilant and prospective”, their armies would have ample 
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occupation in subjugating;, the numerous petty states in the North. 101 It 
also considered that the Triple Alliance against Tipu remained unaffected, 
because the treaties that led to the formation of the Alliance as well as the 
Treaty of Seringapatam were specifically Confirmed by the present treaty. 102 

Following the conclusion of peace with the Marathas and presumably 
under their influence, the Nizam requested the Company to withdraw its two 
battalions stationed with him, stating by way of explanation that the measure 
was necessitated by considerations of economy. 103 This was shortly followed 
by his decision to send the French troops under Raymond to Cuddapah to 
quell, as was stated, certain disturbances there. 104 The Company was nervous 
of this move as the district adjoined its own territories, the Northern Circars. 
There was also at this time evidence of the growing influence of the French 
in the Nizam’s Court, and it was rumoured that “Monsieur Raymond and his 
officers were particularly solicitous to obtain an establishment in Kurpah”, 
and also that they had strongly imbibed “the principles of their countrymen 
in Europe.” 105 The apprehensions of the Company were further increased 
by the discovery that certain French officers — prisoners of war on parole at 
Pondicherry — had attempted to join Raymond’s band. 106 So the Company 
strongly urged the Nizam to recall the French detachment from Cuddapah, 
and the Nizam was willing, provided the Company would send some of its 
own troops to help him to quell the disturbances. 

While these negotiations were proceeding, the Nizam’s eldest son Prince 
Ali Jah rose in revolt on 28 June 1795. The Nizam requested the Company 
to send him two battalions in accordance with Article 6 of the treaty of 1768. 

• Thereupon, the Fort William Council directed the Government of Madras 
to order “the immediate march of the detachment stipulated by treaty towards 
Hyderabad and to afford, if practicable, assistance to the Nizam’s authority in 
Kurpah from the adjacent station of Indigherry, on application from His 
Highness’s principal officer in the district.” 107 Hobart, the Governor of 
Madras, objected to the directive in view of the depleted state of the Company’s 
forces in the Presidency, and the fact that the forces were often employed by 
the Nizam on “disgraceful services” such as quelling insurrections. There- 
upon the Fort William Council explained at length the reasons which had 
influenced its decision. If the disturbances of Cuddapah, it observed, were 
not put down in time, there was the danger of their spreading all over the 
kingdom and undermining the strength and authority of its ally. The 
Company’s interest was bound up with the preservation of the Nizam’s power 
and it was essential to protect it in the Company’s own interest. As the 
Nizam’s prestige, following his defeat in the battle of Kbarda, was at a very 
low ebb, and he was beset by dangers and difficulties on all sides, any 
help rendered to him at this time was likely to be specially appreciated. These 
larger considerations apart, the Company would also gain its immediate 
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objective of securing the withdrawal of Raymond’s corps from its frontiers. 
While advancing the above arguments in favour of its earlier orders, the 
Fort William Council felt the compelling force of the objection now raised 
by Hobart — that the state of the Company’s forces in the Presidency would 
not permit the detachment of any troops towards Cuddapah in addition to the 
two battalions that were in any case to be sent under the terms of the treaty 
of 1768. Since it considered the security of the Company's possessions to 
be paramount, it refrained from issuing any firm orders, but left the matter 
to the discretion of Hobart himself. 1 ®* Hobart held firm to his views, and 
the only help sent to the Nizam was the dispatch of two battalions under 
Major Roberts in August 1795 with instructions not to participate in any 
fighting with the Marathas in the improbable contingency of their espousing 
the Prince's cause. 100 

The attitude of the other powers towards the Nizam during this period 
of civic disorder was not unfavourable. Although there were rumours of 
their intervention in favour of the Prince, the Marathas showed no signs of 
desiring to take advantage of the Nizam's troubles. But the Nizam felt 
nervous by the near approach of the period when he was to pay the Maradias 
a crorc and a half of rupees under the terms of the. treaty concluded at 
Kharda, and lie was anxious not to give them an excuse to interfere in his 
affairs. He appealed to the Company for a loan, but it did not find it possible 
to accede to his request. 110 Even Tipu's attitude towards the Nizam softened, 
and he sent a Vakil , Sakharam Pandit, to cultivate by epistolary intercourse 
the friendship subsisting between his state and that of His Highness die 
Nizam.” This was viewed by the Company as a move to weaken die bonds . 
of die Triple Alliance which imposed a barrier .to Tipu’s ambitions. 111 

The Nizam's troubles were soon at an end. Raymond succeeded in 
forcing Prince Ali Jah to surrender. Shortly after, as he was being taken a 
prisoner to Hyderabad, the Prince died ; and it was widely believed that lie 
committed suicide to avoid disgrace. 113 


The Nawab Vazir of Oudh 

The letters arc replete with references to the maladministration of Oudh. 
There was mismanagement in every department of die state and die finances 
were at a low ebb. Aldiough the Vazir Asaf-ud-daulah gave the Company 
a loan of twelve lakhs of rupees in 1791 and earned the encomium of die 
Court, he was generally in arrears in the payment of his tribute to the Com- 
pany, and his debts were mounting. 

it was not easy for the Company to decide on the course of policy to be 
pursued with respect to the internal administration of Oudh. The Company 
had no right to interfere under the existing engagements, but it felt impelled 
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to do so by a keen sense of moral responsibility, because the Vazir’s depen- 
dence on it was universally known. This accounts for the vacillation in its 
attitude noticeable in the correspondence. On 1 May 1794 Shore cautioned 
die Resident at Lucknow that the terms of the Company’s connection with 
die Vazir precluded a direct interference in the internal arrangement of his' 
administration. 113 But, a year later, with reference to the Resident’s assurance 
to the Vazir that "unless asked it was the Governor General’s firm resolve not 
to intrude his recommendation upon him”, die Fort William Council observed, 
“We considered this declaration not only unguarded, but inconsistent with 
the strong recommendations already pressed upon the Vizier by Marquis of 
Cornwallis, and enforced by the Governor General. We were also of opinion 
that if the Vizier should think proper to take advantage of it, a circumstance 
to be apprehended from his habits and disposition, it would add to the em- 
barrassments attending any future remonstrance we might be compelled to 
make on the subject of reform in his administration.” 114 

There arc innumerable references to the advice, admonitions and warnings 
given by the Company to the Vazir in respect of various questions, and the 
rapid progress whidi Oudli was making towards becoming a dependency is 
clearly seen. When Haidar Beg Khan died in 1792, the Vazir was prevailed 
upon by the Resident to confirm the appointment of Hasan Raza Khan and 
Raja Tikait Rai as Ministers only after Cornwallis’s opinion was ascertained. 115 
In 1793 the Vazir stressed the need for personal consultations with the 
Governor General, and wanted to proceed personally to Calcutta. Dissuaded 
from doing so, he deputed his Ministers. 115 Prior to his leaving India, in 
a personal letter, Cornwallis recommended to the Vazir in the most urgent 
terms the necessity of reforming the administration of his finances and of 
retrenching his personal expenses. 117 Shore continued these exhortations. In 
March 1795 the Resident in Oudh reported that the Vazir had given him a 
spontaneous assurance that he would apply himself to the adjustment of the 
affairs of his Government, discharge the heavy debts which had accumulated 
and secure the regular payment of the subsidy to the Company; 118 he had 
also made a modest beginning by ordering a reduction in his troops. On the 
Resident’s advice the work of assessing the true and just debts of the Vazir 
was taken up ; and also at the Vazir’s own request the Resident was permitted 
to assist him in the matter, “taking precautions ... to prevent any implication 
of the Company’s responsibility in consequence of such interference.” 119 Com- 
menting on the subject of reform in their letter of 3 July 1795 to the Vazir, 
the Court of Directors observed, “We are anxious to hear that Your Excellency 
has concluded the necessary arrangements for the internal administration* of 
your country, and the management of your finances, which have been so wise- 
ly suggested from a due regard to your interest, both by the Marquis of 
Cornwallis and Sir John Shore.” If this was done, the Directors assured him 
that he could “recline with security in the shade of the Company’s protection. 120 
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To all this advice and exhortation, the Vazir readily replied with promises 
of compliance. On one occasion, the Vazir gave directions to Raja Tikait Rai 
before the Resident “to consult Mr. Cherry [the Resident] on the state of 
affairs, by no means whatever to keep any matter secret from him, and to 
pay attention to what lie might recommend.” 1 ' 81 But the Company placed 
litdc reliance on these promises, and the sorry state of affairs continued. In 
the last reference to the subject in the correspondence, the Fort William 
Council observed that many difficulties must impede the progress of reform 
in Oudh and these could be surmounted only by steady perseverance, but 
die past conduct and habits of the Vazir afforded too little reason to expect 
diis from him.*** 

There was also an increasing tendency on the part of the Vazir’s subjects 
to look up to die Company for aid and support against the oppressions of their 
ruler. Although Cornwallis had promised in 1787 not to entertain any petition 
against the Vazir from his subjects, 153 dicrc arc a few references to die 
Company’s intervention in such matters. A son of Hafiz Ralimat Khan, the 
late Roliilla chief, complained of the many indignities lie had suffered at die 
hands of die Vazir’s men. A sister of Faizullah Khan of Rampur wrote to 
die Governor General diat some of the villages in her jagir had been attacked 
by the Vazir’s officers. 1 31 The family of Haidar Beg Klian, the late Minister 
of Asaf-ud-daulali, complained of die unjust claims made on dicir inheritance 
by the Vazir, which were given up only when the Resident pointed out that 
so ungenerous a return for die fidelity of the late Minister would have an 
adverse effect on the conduct of odiers. 153 

The one great event in die odicrwisc placid history of Oudh during the 
period was die Rampur or Roliilla Rebellion of 1794. The subject is dealt 
widi at great lengdi in the correspondence, and it brings into relief die fact 
that die Vazir’s independence was becoming more and more nominal. The 
history of the event is briefly as follows. 

On 17 July 1794 1SC the Jagirdar of Rampur, Faizullah Khan, died and 
was succeeded by his eldest son Muhammad Ali Khan. The Vazir was 
desirous of obtaining as much benefit out of die event as possible. He claimed 
diat Faizullah had held his lands only as a jagir, which by established usage 
in its most extended sense, lasted only during the lifetime of a jagirdar, and 
he had now the right to resume it. Widiout entering into die legal merits 
of the question, die Company took the view diat policy and justice required 
die continuance of die jagir in die family of Faizullah and the Vazir should 
• claim only a moderate nazarana and a reasonable annual tribute, which were 
to be determined with due regard to die increased prosperity of.. die lands 
under the able administration of die late Jagirdar. In advising an increase 
in the nazarana and die annual tribute, the Company had also in mind the 
necessity of obviating “die possible ill-consequences of too large an accumula- 
tion of property in the hands of a principal family of the Rohillas, who, from 

1,1 Political Letter to Court, 21 March 1795,. para.. 36... • 

1,1 Political Letter to Court, 31 October 1795, para. 40. 

1,3 Aitcliison, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 117. 

1,4 Political Letter to Court, 14. December 1792, para. 137. ’ 

1,5 Political Letter to Court, 29 January 1793, para. 31. 
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in an enemy I never experienced.” But die victory lay with die Company’s 
troops ; die Rohillas were forced to retreat and their camp was captured. 134 ■ 

On receiving die news of diis victory, die Fort William Council met oh 
6 November 1794 to take fresh stock of the situation. The fact diat Ghulam 
Muhammad could collect a force of 25,000 men showed that the Rohillas were 
still formidable, and it felt that a continuance of die jagir in the family of 
Faizullah ' would infallibly lay the foundation for future disturbances. It 
therefore advised the Vazir to annex the jagir and to grant pensions or small 
jagir s to sudi of the members of the family who had not supported the cause 
of the usurper. Furdicr, : thc work of settlement was to be entrusted to die 
Resident, who would act on behalf of die Vazir, and until diis work was com- 
pleted a body of die Company's troops was to be stationed at Rampur. 135 

The instructions issued by the Fort William Council on die lines stated 
above did not, however, affect die course, of events. After die batde.of Katra, 
Abercromby pursued die rebels, took possession of Rampur, and encountered 
Ghulam Muhammad’s forces again at Amarpore, near Relir, on 5 November 
1794. 13G Knowing the odds against him, Ghulam Muhammad surrendered on 
the next day “under ah assurance of personal security, a promise of a provision 
and an expectation of one for his followers.” 137 On 10 November, with the 
consent of the Vazir, Abercromby proclaimed diat a jagir would be given to 
Ahmad Ali Khan, die grandson of Faizullah and die legal heir to his estate. 138 
In view of these commitments, Abercromby could not give effect to die instruc- 
tions of die Fort William Council, which he received only on 15 November. 139 
The Fort William Council, after due deliberation, decided not to reverse die 
decisions taken by Abercromby, as any attempt to alter diem “would have 
exposed die Commander in Chief to degradation as well as die public faith, 
pledged dirough him and die Resident, to imputation.” 1,10 In die final agree- 
ment that was entered into between die Vazir and die Rohillas on 7 December, 
die Company standing guarantee, Ahmad Ali was granted a jagir yielding 
10 lakhs of rupees annually, and the Rohilla chiefs were required to hand over 
to die Vazir die family treasures of Faizullah excepting 14,000 gold mohars 
stated to have been spent during die rebellion. 141 According to Francklin, 
the value of die treasures surrendered amounted to direc lakh and eighty 
diousand gold mohars. Of diis amount, the Vazir presented eleven lakhs of 
rupees to the Company’s troops. 148 Ghulam Muhammad was allowed a 
pension and permitted to reside at Benares. 143 

As Oudli had, in practice, ceased to have a foreign policy of her. own, 
diere are only a few references to the subject in die correspondence, and diey 
only serve to emphasise further the dependence of the Vazir on die Company. 
The Mughal Emperor Shah Alam renewed his request to die Vazir and the 

151 Political Letter to Court , 30 December 1794, para. 105. 

155 Ibid., paras. 109-13. 
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*” Ibid., paras. 119 & 123. 
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Company to conic to his aid and restore his authority ; but the Company was 
not inclined to pick up a quarrel with Sindia and gave no encouragement to 
him. 14 * The relations between the Vnzir and the Mnrathas were peaceful. 
There is a reference to two European adventurers by name Arnott and Bcllassis, 
who were casting guns and making camp equipage at Lucknow for AH Bahadur, 
a Mnrntha chieftain. Arnott was ordered to he apprehended, but he succeed- 
ed in escaping to the Mnrntha country. He was obliged, however, to surrender, 
when diplomatic pressure was brought on the Mnrathas. As for Bcllassis, lie 
at first disclaimed all responsibility, throwing the whole blame on Arnott; 
hm he later disappeared from the scene and was reported to have joined 
Arnott. lie did not surrender along with the latter and no further news was 
received of him.** 3 Again, there is an interesting reference to the Vnzir consul- 
ting the Company as to what reply he should send to a formal intimation of 
the Manilla victory over the Nizam in the battle of Khnrda received from 
Daulat lino Sindia. He was advised that in view of his friendly relations with 
Ixith the powers any reply would l»e ’‘exceptionable and however guarded 
liable to misconstruction.*'** 1 Again, there are a few references to Sikh- 
Maratha conflicts,*** hut Otidh appears to have been free from Sikh ravages 
during 1792-95. There i«, however, a mention of the Sikh incursion of 1790. 
the capture of Oil. Stuart and his later release.*** 


The X/rx/tb of Arcot 

Muhammad Ali Wnlajnh, the hero of the Carnatic Wars and also of the 
Arcot debts, played in his old age an insignificant part in the political life 
of the country. The only important event in his relations with the Company 
was the conclusion of the treaty of 1792.'** Under the treaty of I7S7 the 
Nawnb was to pay the Company a sum of nine lakhs of star pagodas towards 
the military establishment maintained for his protection in times of peace : 
in ease war broke out in the Carnatic or on the coast of Coromandel, he 
was to pay four-fifths of the state revenues to meet the general expenses of 
the war. If he failed in his pecuniary obligations, the Company had the right 
to appoint superintendents to supervise and collect revenues from the Nawab’s 
officers in certain specified districts. When the war with Tipu broke out in 
1790, it was found that no revenues could lie realised through the officers of 
the Nawnb. The Company took over full control of the management of the 
revenues, although this was not stipulated in the treaty.* 50 To avoid similar 
difficulties in future and also to ensure better administration of the Carnatic, 
Cornwallis would have liked to assume permanently the entire management 
of the country, granting the Nawab an allowance for the maintenance of his 
family and the support of his dignity. Bur, knowing that die Nawab’s free con- 
sent would not he forthcoming to such an arrangement, he confined himself 


■** Political letters to Court, 15 May 1794, para. 27; and 17 August 1794, para. 51. 
'"Political lx tiers to Courted March 1795, para. 17; 21 March 1795, paras. 13-17; 
18 August 1795, paras. 65-67; and 12 May 1795, para. 47. 

'** Political Letter to Court, 12 May 1795, para. 27. 

'*’ Political Letters to Court, 8 April 1792. para. 33; 12 May 1795, para. 28. 

*** Political Letters from Court, 25 April 1792, para. 35; and 25 June 1793, para. 20. 
*** Political Letter to Court, 3 Scptcmlwr 1 792, paras. 27-29. 
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to remedying only such evils as called for immediate reform. 1 * 1 Under 
the terms of the treaty concluded on 12 July 1792, if the Nawab failed in his 
pecuniary obligations in times of peace, the Company reserved to itself the 
right to assume the management of certain specified districts; and in times 
of war, it would possess full authority over the whole of the Carnatic, the Nawab 
being entitled to one-fifth of the - net revenue of the country. As the collec- 
tion of tribute from some of die palcgars had proved troublesome in the past, 
the responsibility was transferred to die Company without prejudice to the 
paramount rights of die Nawab ; and the revenues so transferred were shown 
to die credit of the Nawab. Relative to these palcgars, whose names were 
specified in the treaty, die Company engaged itself, in so far as was consistent 
with the realisation of the tributes from diem, to enforce their allegiance and 
submission to the Nawab “in customary ceremonies, and in furnishing the 
polygar peons,' according to established custom, for the collection of the 
revenues, die support of government, and for the protection of die property 
of the inhabitants of the . . . ..Nawab’s country.” 1 ® 3 

While negotiating the treaty of 1792, Cornwallis readied an agreement 
with the Nawab with regard to anodicr matter. The Nawab, dirough his 
agent Maepherson, had brought an action in England against the Company 
for an account of profits and rents derived from liis territories between the 
years 1781 and 1785. He now agreed to withdraw the suit on condition that 
Cornwallis undertook to adjust under his own direction "the whole of his 
account between him and the Company”. Two officers of the Madras Govern- 
ment, Moubray and Woolf, were posted to examine and report on the 
accounts. 1 ® 3 

The Nawab’s claims over the palcgars who paid tribute to the Company 
gave occasion to certain minor disputes. In 1792 the Nawab asked die Palcgars 
of Venkatagiri and Kalahasti to send military assistance to put down certain 
disturbances in Ongole and Nellorc Districts. Again, dieir assistance was 
sought next year to put down the Palegars of Moograul, Paukhall and 
Pelloor for committing murders and depredations. The Company feared that 
such indefinite and irregular demands for troops, unless kept within reason- 
able limits, would prove burdensome and vexatious, and it advised the Nawab 
to be moderate in his demands and limit them to clear cases of necessity. 151 
Another controversy arose on the death of the Raja of Kalahasti (Colastry). 
The Nawab demanded a large sum of money by way of nazarana at the time 
of the investiture of the new ruler, and also expressed a wish to resume some 
of the taluks of the deceased Raja and include them in his own hhalsa posses- 
sions. In this he was only following .the ancient practice of extorting as much 
as possible on a succession, but. ' the Company considered these demands to 
be unreasonable, and on the suggestion of Hobart, the Governor of Madras, 
a nazarana of one lakh of rupees was fixed. 155 

,8 ‘. Letter from Cornwallis to the Secret Committee of the Court, . 9 July 1792. 
C. Ross, Correspondence of Charles, first Marquis Cornwallis, Vol. IT, p. S4S. - 

183 Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 63. 

183 Political Letter to Court, 3 September -1792, paras. 30-31. Ross: op. cit., 
Vol. H, p. 174. 
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Again, there is a reference in the correspondence to a complaint by the 
Nawab that two of the Company’s officers, Kindcrsley and Torin, who had 
been employed in the collection of die revenues of the Carnatic during die 
Third Mysore War, were guilty of embezzlement ; large sums of money were 
supposed to have been spent by diem "in the repairs of tanks, water courses 
&ca., which his people could not discover anywhere to have taken place.” The 
Madras Government believed that the conduct of these officers was unreproach- 
able ; but to remove all traces of suspicion from the Nawab’s mind, they decided 
to allow his men to examine the records themselves. 158 The final result ot 
die enquiry is not known. The last entry about the Nawab records his death 
which took place on 13 October 1795. 1ST 


The Raja of Tanjore 

In 1787 the Company had concluded a treaty with the Raja of Tanjore 
on lines similar to those concluded with the Nawab of the Carnatic in the same 
year, which has been referred to above. During the war with Tipu the 
administration of Tanjore was taken over by the Company, and at the end 
of it a proposal for a fresh treaty, again similar to the one offered to the Nawab 
of the Carnatic, was made to the Raja. 158 Amar Singh, the ruler of Tanjore, 
was unwilling to accept the proposal, and his unwillingness was attributed 
to the evil influence of some European advisers. The opposition of the Raja 
to the proposal, and the very unfavourable opinion entertained of his character 
and abilities — even his sanity was doubted — made die Company markedly dis- 
inclined to restore die administrative control of his kingdom to him. 159 The 
Raja ultimately acquiesced in die Company’s demands, and the Company also 
felt that it would be more suitable to hazard an error on the side of leniency 
than to expose itself to the charge of having treated him with excessive rigour. 
The Raja was finally reinstated on 12 July 1793 on signing the treaty and on 
promising "a strict adherence to its several stipulations.” 160 

The Company’s attention was also drawn during the period to the rival 
claims of Amar Singh and Sarbhoji to the throne of Tanjore. The history 
of the case is briefly as follows. Tuljaji, the Raja of Tanjore, died in 1787. 
Just before his death, as he had no issue of his own, he had taken in adoption 
a boy from a collateral branch by name Sarbhoji, and nominated his illegiti- 
mate half-brother Amar Singh as the regent of the state and the guardian 
of the boy during his minority. The latter, however, claimed full rights of 
sovereignty on the ground that Sarbhoji's adoption was illegal. Inter alia, he 
urged that Tuljaji was of unsound mind at the time of the adoption, and that 
Sarbhoji, being the only son of his natural parents, could not under Hindu 
law be given away in adoption. In 1787 Sir Archibald Campbell went to 
Tanjore, and on the advice of the pandits there declared the adoption 
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invalid and recognised Amar Singh as the rightful heir to the throne! 161 The 
cause of Sarbhoji was then taken up by Schwartz, the well-known missionary 
of Tahjore. He had been the boy’s tutor, and to his care the boy had been 
entrusted by Tuljaji at the time of his death.- Schwartz’s representations to 
the Madras Government led to the reopening of the whole question. Amar 
Singh’s relation with the Company during the period was not . cordial and this 
also doubtless affected its decision in the matter. In 1792, when the subject 
of the revised treaty was being discussed, it was even proposed that, taking 
advantage of the fact that Amar Singh had no male issue, Sarbhoji should be 
declared the presumptive heir as a measure of restraint upon Amar Singh’s 
conduct. 162 Later on, since repeated charges of persecution and cruelty were 
brought against Amar Singh, Sarbhoji and the widows of the late Raja were 
removed to Madras in spite of his vigorous protests. 163 The legal issue regard- 
ing succession was referred by Cornwallis in 1793 to the Calcutta and Benares 
pandits for their advisory opinion. 164 Sarbhoji’s claim was finally held valid 
and he was placed on the throne in 1798. . 

The Raja of Travancore . 

The Company had declared war on Tipu in May 1790 ostensibly to protect 
the Raja of Travancore. The war had been fought and won. In the negotia- 
tions that followed the Raja was allowed no part and he was not even consulted. 
He felt that he had been cold-shouldered and attributed the absence of cordial 
relations with the Company to the machinations of Powney, the Resident at 
Ills court. The relations between the two became greatly strained and 
the Company was compelled to. recall the latter. 165 Later on oilier officers were 
employed to carry on negotiations with the Raja, notably Boddam and Dow, 
both of them members of the Malabar Commission. 

The differences between the Company and the Raja centred round four 
subjects. There was first the Raja’s claim to the taluks of Parur, Alangad 
and Kunnatnad, a subject which has been discussed above. 166 Next, there 
was the question of the expenses of the war. In 1788, under the shadow of 
a likely invasion of Travancore by Tipu, letters had been exchanged between 
the Raja and Sir Archibald Campbell, the Governor of Madras, relative to the 
terms on which the Company would be willing to render military assistance, 
but no formal treaty had been concluded. According to the understanding 
that had been reached, two battalions of the Company’s troops were to be 
stationed on the Raja’s frontiers at his expense. If any additional force was 
required for his protection the cost was to be met by the Company. 167 When 
Tipu invaded Travancore and carried everything before him the Raja sought 
to obtain maximum help from the Company at any price. A regiment 
headed by Col. Hartley was sent on the distinct understanding that the Raja 

1,1 Srinivasan, op. cit., pp. 314-19. The Manual of Tanjore District, pp. 818-19. 
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would pay its expenses. Later on, under instructions from Cornwallis, a sum 
of.Rs. 10 lakhs per year was demanded as Travancorc’s contribution to meet 
the expenses of the war as long as it lasted. The Raja acceded to the demand 
at the moment of his distress, and made certain payments in fulfilment of these 
obligations : he appears to have paid in full his contribution of Rs. 10 lakhs 
a year. But a controversy arose about meeting the expenses of Col. Hartley’s 
regiment. After the conclusion of war the Raja referred to his earlier 
agreement with Campbell and contended that it was not fair to expect from 
him anything more than the cost of maintaining two battalions. 1 ® 8 

There was then the question of the future relations of the Raja with the 
Company. The Raja expressed his willingness to pay the cost of maintain- 
ing two. battalions in return for the protection he got from his alliance with 
the Company, and this was regarded by the latter as a fair offer. 169 

There was lastly the question of procurement of pepper from Travancore. 
To overcome certain difficulties that had been experienced, Abercromby, the 
Governor of Bombay, reached an agreement with the Raja on 28 January 
1793 for the supply of certain quantities of pepper at a specified price for a 
period of ten years in return for arms and European goods. 170 The Raja 
failed to supply die full quantity agreed to and explained his failure to have 
been due to an unfavourable season. The Company’s servants on the other 
hand alleged that pepper was being sold to other merchants secredy, and this 
was quite probable as they diemselves admitted that there was a wide dis- 
parity between the market price and the price specified in the agreement. 171 

All these differences between the Company and the Raja were resolved 
by a treaty concluded in 1795. Under its terms the Raja’s claim to the taluks 
of Parur, Alangad and Kunnatnad was recognised. All outstanding claims 
relative to die war expenses were given up. The Raja agreed to pay annually, 
bodi in peace and war, a sum equivalent to the expenses of three battalions 
of sepoys, together with a company of European artillery and two companies of 
lascars, and he was assured that no other demands would be made on him 
for his protection in die event of war. The pepper contract was made a 
contract in perpetuity, subject to agreement, after the expiration of the existing 
contract, as to price, period and quantity. The treaty was ratified in 1797 by 
the Court of Directors. 172 


Assam 

We shall now pass on to a consideration of the Company’s relations with 
its north-eastern neighbours. In Assam, the Ahoms, who were allied to die 
Shans of Upper Burma, had ruled for over a century and their power was 
now on the decline under die inefficient rule of Lakshmi Singh (1769-80) and 
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.Gaurinath Singh (1780-95). At the time the correspondence begins, the 
country was in a state of anarchy. The Moamarias, a religious sect in Upper 
Assam, had often risen in revolt against the savage persecution of the Ahom 
kings. In 1788 Gaurinath Singh, defeated by them and driven out of his 
capital, fled to Gauliati, where he was obliged to stay during the next six 
years.” 3 To these troubles were added another which led to die Company’s 
intervention in the affairs of Assam. About 1790, Gaurinath executed Hangsa- 
narayan, the Chief of Darrang and one of die six principal vassal chiefs of 
Assam, on a charge of sedition, and set up in his place another member of the 
family, by name Bislinu Narayan. m Kistna Narayan, the son of Hangsa- 
narayan, rose in revolt. He sought the assistance of the Company and even 
promised to become its vassal, but die Company refused to intervene. He 
was, however, able to gather round him barhandazes or mercenaries from the 
neighbouring province of Bengal and recover his patrimony. The Assamese 
King now complained, with reason, diat the Company’s territory was being 
used as a recruiting ground by his enemies, and sought its assistance to drive 
away the barliandazes . 17S 

Hie Company’s atdtudc was at first one of non-intervention. Lumsden, 
the Collector of Rangpur, had been reprimanded for having allowed Kistna- 
narayan to levy troops openly within his charge. Later on, however, when 
the King of Assam complained that the trouble in his country was principally 
caused by the Bengal mercenaries, the Company felt morally bound to help 
him. 173 But there were other considerations of equal importance. It provided 
ah admirable opportunity for the Company to obtain an intimate knowledge 
of the country and to develop commercial relations: the Fort William Council 
deplored that it knew “little more of the interior parts of Napaul and Assam 
than of the interior parts of China”, and it hoped by tins opportunity to obtain 
good surveys and valuable information regarding the trade, manufactures 
and natural production of the country, and also the customs and manners of 
its inhabitants. 177 The object of intervention was “no less political than 
humane.” 178 

So Captain Thomas Welsh was sent to Assam nidi a small force in ‘ 
September 1792. 17 ® He soon found himself drawn into die vortex of Ahom 
politics and became die arbiter of the affairs of the local Government. Kistna- 
narayan, the Raja of Darrang, was defeated, and he sought refuge in Bhutan. 
He was later induced by Welsh by fair promises to return to the allegiance of 
the King and disband his force of barkandases. But the major task proved 
to be to make Gaurinath acceptable to his people, for, in the words of Gait, 
Gaurinath was the most incompetent, blood-thirsty, disreputable and cowardly 
of all the Ahom kings. 180 Cornwallis was unhappy about this new turn of 
.events. He had sent troops to help Gaurinath jo restore order in his state, 
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and with tlic knowledge he now possessed of the country he could not see 
how he could reconcile it “to any principle of justice or humanity to establish 
by force the authority of the wretched Raj all and his worthless and cruel 
ministers in that country.” 181 Under instructions from the Governor General, 
Welsh took firm action. He compelled the king to dismiss his ministers who 
were die engines of his oppressive rule. Early in 1793 he tried to summon 
a meeting of die chiefs to bring about a reconciliation between them and the 
Raja, but die attempt proved abortive. 18 * Things drifted, and the Company 
was more and more involved in Ahom politics. The task of forcing an un- 
popular monarch on an unwilling people had become increasingly difficult. 
On 10 January 1794 Shore wrote to Dundas, "I confess for my own part that 
I sincerely regret this Government ever interfered in it, and my present wish 
is to extricate ourselves from prosecuting our interposition, as speedily 
as possible, without discredit, and if it can be effected, with some 
commercial benefit.” 183 A firm order recalling die expedition was issued on 
19 March 1794, and die piteous appeals of Gaurinath and the personal views 
of Welsh were of no avail. When the order was received, Welsh had 
recovered Rangpur, reinstated die Raja in his capital city and was engaged 
in subduing die Moamarias. 184 In obedience to the order, he returned to 
Bengal in July 1794, 185 leaving the country in die same anarchical condition 
as he found it when he first arrived. The last notice we have of Assam in 
die correspondence is of die deposition of Gaurinadi, which on later enquiry 
proved to be false. 186 

As for die commercial objects of the expedition, an agreement was 
concluded by Welsh widi Gaurinath on 28 February 1793. But in view of 
the chaotic state of die country die Fort William Council did not publish 
it for fear diat it might mislead merchants to involve themselves too deeply 
in trade. 187 


Nepal 


For several years before 1792, the Nepalese had been extending dieir 
conquests to the north at the expense of Tibet, and the Emperor of China sent 
a large army to punish diem. At this time, Duncan, the Resident at Benares, 
was negotiating a trade agreement with Nepal through a merchant by name 
Abdul Qadir. To gain the support of die Company against China, the King 
of . Nepal signed an agreement with it on I March 1792, and also applied to 
it for military aid. 188 The Company was not, however, willing to take sides, 
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and it was decided to send Capt. Kirkpatrick to Nepal to mediate and bring 
about a reconciliation. 180 But before he could start on his journey, Nepal 
had been compelled to conclude, an ignominious treaty with China. 100 
Although the original reason for sending out a mission no longer existed, 
the Company felt that Capt. Kirkpatrick’s mission would still be valuable in 
developing closer relations with . Nepal. Accompanied by Abdul Qadir 
and Gujrajc Misser, who had assisted in the conclusion of the earlier 
treaty, Capt. Kirkpatrick went to Nepal in January 1793 and had an interview 
with the Raja on 7 March. There was a powerful party - in the country 
opposed to the mission, and Capt. Kirkpatrick received a broad hint that his 
stay for a longer time would not be appreciated. He therefore left Katmandu 
on 24 March and returned to Calcutta. 101 Although it was patent that the 
mission had failed, the Court of Directors hoped that it had at least helped 
in removing the shyness of the Nepal Government, and instructed the Govern- 
ment of India to be watchful to build upon every opportunity for opening 
“new channels for the British staples to the extensive regions of Thibet.” 102 

In 1794, with a view to sec on foot trade relations with Nepal, Shore wished 
to send Abdul Qadir, referred to above, in the capacity of a merchant with 
recommendatory letters. 103 On this subject he wrote to Dundas on 
7 February 1795, “The attempt is made upon so moderate a scale, that the 
loss will be trifling even if it should entirely fail ; but I have better hopes.” 101 
Qadir’s journey was delayed at the outset because the Raja of Nepal was 
averse to receiving him. Gujrajc Misser was sent to overcome his opposition, 
and he was able to obtain permission for Qadir’s visit. 100 Nothing tangible, 
however, appears to have resulted from these efforts. 

Burma 

Arakan, on the' border of Chittagong District, was conquered by the 
Burmese King Bodawpaya (1782-1819) in 1784-85. Following the conquest, 
some of the Arakancse who were known as Mags crossed the river Naaf, which 
formed the boundary between Arakan and Chittagong, and took refuge in 
the Company’s territory to avoid persecution. The Company gave them land 
and allowed them to settle down. There were similar movements of refugees 
from time to time. 100 In January 1794, information was received that 1,500 
Mags crossed the Naaf, closely pursued by a Burmese army estimated at 
7,000. The latter, although remaining peaceful, refused to withdraw from the 
Company’s territory, on which it had encamped, until the fugitives were 
surrendered. 107 Col. Erskine was despatched to reinforce the Company’s 
troops. 108 But, since die Burmese were quite peaceful, and there were no signs 
of any aggressive intention on their part, no steps were taken to expel them 
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by force. The precise nature of the Burmese demands was not clear at first. 
After tedious negotiations and careful inquiry into the charges against the 
fugitives, three of diem were surrended in 1795 as presumptive delinquents 
against die Burmese State. 190 The demand for the surrender of the families 
of diese persons, however, was turned down, for it was feared diat they would 
be put to dcadi under the Burmese law which involved “in one common guilt 
and punishment every member of a criminal’s family.” 200 

There are a few references in die correspondence to certain attempts to 
develop commercial relations widi Burma. On the request of some European 
shipowners whose ships had been seized by die Burmese officers, Cornwallis 
had sent a “half-official letter" through one Mr. Sorel to the Burmese King. 
The report of Sorel, and die apparendy friendly attitude of the Burmese 
Government, led Shore to send Capt. Michael Symes on a mission to Ava to 
develop Anglo-Burmcsc friendship. 201 Capt. Symes left Calcutta in February 
and returned in December 1795. The correspondence contains many inte- 
resting references to his experiences at die Burmese court, 202 and he has also 
left behind an interesting account of his mission, which was published in 1800 
under the tide "An account of the embassy to die kingdom of Ava sent by 
the Governor General of India in die year 1795.” He was able to obtain com- 
mercial concessions, whereby permission was given for an agent of the Com- 
pany to reside at Rangoon, and arrangements were made for the protection 
of trade. 203 In October 1796 Capt. Cox was sent as die Company’s Agent, but 
the hostility of die Burmese obliged liim to withdraw in 1797 without having 
achieved anydiing. Thus Capt. Symes’s mission bore no fruit in die long run. 20 * 


Relations with the European Powers: 
Peace-time Relations 


So far we have considered the Company’s relations with the Indian princes. 
We shall turn our attention now to its relations widi the European colonial 
powers having possessions in India and the Far East. Till the outbreak of 
war with France on 1 February 1793, die news of which reached India only 
on I June 1793, 203 the relations were friendly and amicable. Many peace- 
time problems, common to friendly neighbouring powers, arose between them 
from time to time, and of diem may be mentioned the following: 

France : In 1792 France requested die Company to accord permission to 
export grain from Bengal to Pondicherry and Mauritius, both of which 
were suffering from scarcity. The Company gave the necessary permission 
in respect of Pondicherry, principally on the ground that its subjects in the 
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and it was decided to. send Capt. Kirkpatrick to Nepal to mediate and bring 
about a reconciliation. 180 But before he could start on his journey, Nepal 
had been compelled to conclude, an ignominious treaty with China. 100 
Although the original reason for sending out a mission no longer existed, 
the Company felt that Capt. Kirkpatrick’s mission would still be valuable in 
developing doser relations . with Nepal. Accompanied by Abdul Qadir 
and Gujraje Misser, who had assisted in the conclusion of the earlier 
treaty, Capt. Kirkpatrick went to Nepal in January 1793 and had an interview 
with the Raja on 7 March. There was a powerful party in the .country 
opposed to the mission, and Capt. Kirkpatrick received a broad hint that his 
stay for a longer time would not be appreciated. He therefore left Katmandu 
on 24 March and returned to Calcutta. 101 Although it was patent that the 
mission had failed, the Court of Directors hoped that it had at least helped 
in removing the shyness of the Nepal Government, and instructed the Govern- 
ment of India to be watchful to build upon every opportunity for opening 
“new channels for the British staples to the extensive regions of Thibet;” 102 

In 1794, with a view to set on foot trade relations with Nepal, Shore wished 
to send Abdul Qadir, referred to above, ' in the capacity of a merchant with 
recommendatory letters. 103 On this subject he wrote to Dundas on 
7 February 1795, “The attempt is made upon so moderate a scale, that the 
loss will be trifling even if it should entirely fail ; but I have better hopes.” 101 
Qadir’s journey was delayed at the outset because the Raja of Nepal was 
averse to receiving him. Gujraje Misser was sent to overcome his opposition, 
and he was able to obtain permission for Qadir’s visit. 105 Nothing tangible, 
however, appears to have resulted from these efforts. 

Burma 

Arakan, on the border of Chittagong District, was conquered by the 
Burmese King Bodawpaya (1782-1819) in 1784-85. Following the conquest, 
some of the Arakanese who were known as Mags crossed the river Naaf, which 
formed the boundary between Arakan and Chittagong, and took refuge in 
the Company’s territory, to avoid persecution. The Company gave them land 
and allowed them to settle down. There were similar movements of refugees 
from time to time. 108 In January 1794, information was received that 1,500 
Mags crossed the Naaf, closely pursued by a Burmese army estimated at 
7,000. The latter, although remaining peaceful, refused to withdraw from, the 
.Company’s territory, on which it had encamped, until the fugitives were 
surrendered. 107 Col. Erskine was despatched to reinforce the Company’s 
troops. 108 But, since the Burmese were quite peaceful, and there were no signs 
of any aggressive intention on their part, no steps were taken to expel them 


1.0 Political Letter to Court, 14 October 1792, paras. 2-8. 

1,0 Political Letter to Court, 14 December 1792, para. 139.- 

1.1 Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1 793, paras. 90-95. 
Political Letter from Court, 5 June 1795, para. 4. 
Political Letter to Court, 30 December 1794, para. 134. - 

1,4 Furber,' op. cit., p. 65. - - 

*?’ Political Letter to Court, 12 May, 1795, paras. 49-50."' 
1,4 Banerjee, op. cit., pp. 56-62. 

1,7 Political Letter to' Court, .15 February 1794, para. '2. ■ 

1,4 Political Letter to Court, 10 March '1794, paras. 11-15. 



lMH6DtJcrtt6i>r 


3l 


by force. The precise nature of die Burmese demands was not clear at first. 
After tedious negotiations and careful inquiry into the charges against the 
fugitives, three of them were surrended in 1795 as presumptive delinquents 
against the Burmese State. 159 The demand for the surrender of the families 
of these persons, however, was turned down, for it was feared that they would 
be put to death under the Burmese law which involved “in one common guilt 
and punishment every member of a criminal’s family.” 200 

There are a few references in the correspondence to certain attempts to 
develop commercial relations with Burma. On the request of some European 
shipowners whose ships had been seized by die Burmese officers, Cornwallis 
had sent a “half-official letter” through one Mr. Sorel to the Burmese King. 
The report of Sorel, and die apparendy friendly attitude of the Burmese 
Government, led Shore to send Capt. Michael Symes on a mission to Ava to 
develop Anglo-Burmese friendship. 201 Capt. Symes left Calcutta in February 
and returned in December 1795. The correspondence contains many inte- 
resting references to his experiences at the Burmese court, 202 and he has also 
left behind an interesting account of his mission, which was published in 1800 
under the tide “An account of the embassy to die kingdom of Ava sent by 
the Governor General of India in the year 1795.” He was able to obtain com- 
mercial concessions, whereby permission was given for an agent of the Com- 
pany to reside at Rangoon, and arrangements were made for the protection 
of trade. 202 In October 1796 Capt. Cox was sent as the Company’s Agent, but 
die hostility of the Burmese obliged him to withdraw in 1797 without having 
achieved anydiing. Thus Capt. Symes’s mission bore no fruit in the long run. 201 


Relations with the European Powers: 
Peace-time Relations 


So far we have considered the Company's relations with the Indian princes. 
We shall turn our attention now to its relations with the European colonial 
powers having possessions in India and the Far East. Till the outbreak of 
war with France on 1 February 1793, the news of which reached India only 
on 1 June 1793, 20S the relations were friendly and amicable. Many peace- 
time problems, common to friendly neighbouring powers, arose between diem 
from time to time, and of diem may be mentioned the following: 

France : In 1792 France requested the Company to accord permission to 
export grain from Bengal to Pondicherry and Mauritius, both of which 
were suffering from scarcity. The Company gave the necessary permission 
in respect of Pondicherry, principally on the ground that its subjects in the 
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neighbourhood of the town had sought refuge within its walls on two <5cca : 
sions, first when Tipu invaded the Carnatic, and again when certain bands of 
plunderers infested the locality. The request in respect of Mauritius was 
turned down, because the plea of distress could be put forward by any country, 
and the needs of its own province of Bengal had necessitated the imposition 
of the embargo on the export of grain. 206 Again, there are references to 
partisan disturbances in Chandernagorc and the absence of organised govern- 
ment there ; the Company experienced certain difficulties as different persons 
claimed to speak on behalf of the French nation. 207 Again, in 1791, Duane, 
the editor of a Calcutta newspaper, was deported by executive action on a 
complaint made by Lt. Col. Canaple, the Commandant for the affairs of. the 
French nation, against his libellous writings. The Court approved the action 
taken in view of the special circumstances of the case, but observed for future 
guidance, “It will be very desirable and proper that on similar occasions 
parties who may find themselves aggrieved should prosecute the offender for 
the supposed libel in the Supreme Court of Judicature and which is the most 
constitutional mode of proceeding on such occasions.” 20 * There are also 
references in the correspondence to the confiscation of salt imported by the 
French into Bengal in 1790-91, 200 the price of a particular consignment of 
saltpetre supplied to the French, 210 slave, trade by certain French ships, 211 
and the proceedings of the Supreme Court against commanders of French ships 
on. complaints lodged by certain French seamen. 212 

Holland : The Nawab of the Carnatic concluded a treaty with the Dutch 
relative to the pearl and cliarik fisheries of Tuticorin. The Company did not 
approve either the treaty or the manner in which it was concluded ; but as 
the negotiations had been set on foot in 1788 with the approval of Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell, and-, the Dutch also appeared to possess certain old privileges, 
the Supreme Government felt . that the' treaty should not be questioned. 212 
There are also references to certain saltpetre transactions, 214 the loan of a lakh 
of rupees by the Company to the' Dutch, 212 and a proposal for the purchase 
of the Dutch possessions at Cochin. 210 

Denmark : There are references to a Danish claim to their old factory 
at Calicut and the ground on which it stood. The Company held that what- 
ever claims the Danes had were obliterated by Tipu when he invaded Malabar, 
and they had no claims left when the Company acquired Cochin from Tipu. 217 

Portugal : There are references to the spiritual jurisdiction claimed by 
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the Archbishop of Goa over the Roman Catholic churches at Bombay, 318 and 
also to a dispute relative to naval etiquette arising out of a Portuguese frigate 
being prevented from firing a morning and an evening gun in the Bombay 
harbour. 91 * 

Spain : In 1790 there was. the fear of an outbreak of war with Spain over 
the question of the seizure of certain British ships in Nootka Sound, 
Vancouver, North America and the possibility of the French honouring the 
Family Compact of the old regime and joining hands with the Spaniards. 
There are references in the correspondence to preparations made in India in 
this connection. The storm, however, passed with the conclusion of the 
Nootka Convention on 28 October 1790. 220 

United States of America : In April 1794 Benjamin Joy came to India 
bearing a commission appointing him the Consul of the United States of 
America in India. The Fort William Council did not consider it proper to 
accord him recognition without the orders of the home authorities, and, 
pending instructions, permitted him to reside at Calcutta as a commercial 
agent, subject to the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the country. 221 Joy was 
the first American consul to serve in India, though he was not recognised as 
such by the Company. He left India sometime in 1795 owing to ill-health. 
No successor was appointed for another half a century. 222 

War with France and Holland 

The war with France broke out on 1 February 1793, and the news reached 
India from the Consul at Alexandria on 1 June. 223 Although no official 
intimation had been received, the Fort William Council decided to take the 
offensive and surprise the enemy. After a few days’ siege, Pondicherry 
surrendered on 23 August. 22 * Chandernagore in Bengal, 225 Yanam on the 
Coromandel Coast, 226 Mahe in Malabar 227 and other French possessions were 
also captured. 

Plans for the invasion of Mauritius and Bourbon were then set on foot. 
On 23 October 1793, the Court of Directors instructed the Bengal Government 
to get ready by April 1794 a force consisting of 5,000 rank and file of European 
infantry, 300 European artillery, 1,000 lascars and two battalions of sepoys. 
Sir Wiiliam Medows and Col. Stuart were appointed to lead the expedition, 
but the appointment of Medows was later cancelled. 228 The Court’s instruc- 
tions were received at Calcutta only on 4 May 1794. In its reply dated 
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IS May 1794, the Fort William Council gave a detailed account o£ the military 
and political situation of the country and expressed its decided opinion that 
without a strong reinforcement , of the European troops ' from home it would 
not -be possible to undertake the expedition. It observed, "The Commander 
in Chief does .not hesitate to. state his sentiments, in which the Board entirely 
concur with him, ‘that the peace establishment of the army in India, supposing 
it complete, is not more than sufficient for the protection of the Company’s 
possessions, and that being already, deficient in the proportion of a third 
nearly, a further reduction of the- European infantry, rank and file, in die 
extent proposed by the Secret Committee or by Colonel Stuart, would be 
immediately dangerous.” Adverting to the political situation, it expressed 
strong suspicion of Tipu’s attitude, and observed that the security of the 
Company’s dominion in India depended entirely on its strength to maintain 
it, and that no reliance could be placed on the attachment of the Indian 
powers to the British alliance. 220 Further, Shore wrote confidentially to 
Dundas on .12 June 1794 that his doubts relative to the capacity of the Com- 
pany’s officers for conducting a war influenced him in this decision. 230 

In the meanwhile, the Court, of Directors found that the naval force which 
was to.be sent from home could not be sent, and it did not want the Com- 
pany’s ships to be diverted for the purpose of the expedition. On 21 March 
1794, it directed the Bengal "Government to postpone the expedition, and on' 
receipt of the various appraisals of the state of the European forces in India, 
confirmed these instructions. 231 

Preparations in India for undertaking the expedition at a more convenient 
opportunity continued. 232 The British Government sent M. de Grand Pre," 
“a French officer of talents and much local information”, to assist the authori-' 
ties in India. 233 But the information he . furnished and the opinions he 
expressed were not considered to be such as to warrant any alteration in the. 
earlier appraisals regarding the size of the force required for undertaking the 
expedition. The idea was dropped for the time being in January 1795, and 
M. de Grand Pre was allowed to. return ,to England. 2 ? 4 

During the war with France, the Company maintained intimate and 
friendly relations with the other European powers, particularly with the Dutch, 
who were the allies of the British in the war. It promised help to the Dutch 
at Chinsurah and Cochin in case of attack by . the; French, 235 and, on one 
occasion, gave them a loan of Rs." 63,000. 236 The Dutch in. turn sent a detach- 
ment of 800 Europeans from Ceylon to help the Company in .the projected, 
expedition against Mauritius. 237 The Company also promised help to the 
Portuguese. 238 But the weakness of the French power in Ipdia was such that 
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the Company’s assistance was not, in fact, required by the other powers; 
Certain, differences, however, arose between the Gompany and the other powers 
over the question of supply of saltpetre. As a war measure, the shipping of this 
article on foreign ships had been prohibited. 239 This was strongly objected to 
by the Dutch and the Danes, but they were obliged to acquiesce in the action 
of the Company. 240 

The alliance with the Dutch soon underwent a' marked change. Early 
in 1795 the French conquered Holland and the Stadtholder sought refuge in 
England. 241 Holland - had now two Governments, one represented by the 
Stadtholder living on foreign . soil, and the -other by the Government in 
Holland, which was obliged to make common cause with the Fren ch. There 
was also a rift in the ranks of the Dutch colonials ; some accepted the orders 
of the Stadtholder and supported the English cause, while the others espoused 
the French. Soon after the occupation of Holland came to be known in India, 
orders were issued for the capture of the Dutch possessions. The Dutch 
factories at Chinsura in Bengal,- 13 Pulicat, 243 Kilkarry and Tuticorin 244 on 
the East Coast, and Surat 245 and Cochin 248 on the West Coast were all 
captured. The Madras Government sent an expedition under Major Archi- 
bald Brown to Malacca, and the island was captured along with its dependen- 
cies. 247 Rio was surrendered to Sultan Muhammad, the king of Johore and 
Pahan, in order to obtain his goodwill and assistance in developing trade with 
his ports. 248 Trincomalai and Fort Osnaburgh in Ceylon were captured in 
August 1795, and Jaffna and Batticoloa in September. 249 Colombo was 
captured on 16 February 1796; this was greatly facilitated by Comte de 
Meuron, colonel proprietaire of the Swiss regiment in the Dutch- service, who 
declared his continued allegiance to the Stadtholder and joined the English. 250 - 
At this time, with a view to obtain the assistance of the king of Ceylon against 
the Dutch, Hobart, the Governor of Madras, deputed an agent to negotiate 
an agreement ; and a preliminary treaty was conduded by him on 12 October 
1795, subject to ratification by the Madras Council. 251 Shore strongly objected 
to the precipitate manner in which the Madras Government had acted without 
awaiting the sentiments of the Governor General in Council and rejected the 
proposal that to avoid delay they should be vested with a discretionary 
authority to ratify the agreement. Regarding the terms of the agreement, 
he pointed out that they were not in consonance with the spirit of die promise 
held out to the Stadtholder’s supporters diat the Dutch setdements in Ceylon 
would be restored to them at the end of the war, and the agreement was 
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likely to subject the Company to the imputation o£ a breach of faith with 
the Dutch. 252 He wrote to Dundas on 21 November 1795 that the proposed 
agreement was, “in all circumstances , considered, not only ill-timed and danger- 
ous, but illegal ab initio , and the execution of it in direct opposition through- 
out to the statute”. 253 Not minding Shore's objections Hobart .went ahead 
with his negotiations and concluded a definitive treaty with the king of Ceylon 
on 12 February 1796 , subject to ratification or rejection by the home authorities 
within two years. 254 

The war with the French and the Dutch raised a number of ancillary 
problems . which are referred to in the correspondence. There was first the 
question of the administration of the conquered territories. The administra- 
tion of Chandernagore by Birch has been noticed at length. Regarding the 
law to be administered, he was directed, to try the local population in ac- 
cordance with the Company’s law and practice in criminal cases, and the 
foreigners according to die French law. In civil cases, the existing practice 
of the settlement was to be followed ; . but he was instructed “to avoid any 
determination on property which in the event of Chandernagore being restored 
to its late possessors might prove a source of future distress to the individuals 
and even of discussion between the English and French Governments.” In 
all cases of magnitude, or involving questions of doubt or difficulty, he was 
required to refer his decisions to the Governor General in Council for con- 
firmation before carrying them out. 255 Among the other subjects noticed 
in the correspondence may be mentioned the following: the discharge on 
parole of Frenchmen with permission to carry on their normal vocation, in 
cases where the action was considered not contrary to the public interest ; the 
removal of certain leaders of factions who were guilty of violent behaviour ; 256 
and the grant of financial aid to those Frenchmen who wore rendered destitute 
by the war. 257 

Next, the subject of prize law and prize courts received great attention. 
At the very commencement of the war, the Fort William Council requested 
the Court of Directors to send out urgently commissions authorising the 
Supreme Court at Calcutta to hear and determine prize causes in the same 
way as was done in the British plantations in America. It also requested the 
Directors to send the most approved precedents in prize causes for the 
guidance of the courts in India. 258 Further, the Council considered that it 
had no powers to grant letters of marque and reprisal, but could issue com- 
missions in the name and under the seal of the Company to the commander 
of any vessel to act offensively against a power at war with Great Britain 
•wi thin the limits to which the Company’s authority extended. The Commis- 
sions were accordingly issued, taking adequate securities as a safeguard against 
misuse of the powers so conferred. 250 The correspondence reveals a 
marked uncertainty in the law regarding prize matters. To cite an interesting 
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case, tlircc vessels were taken -off the coast of Coromandel at the beginning 
of the war and sent to Calcutta for being condemned. The matter was 
referred to the Advocate General and the Standing Counsel of the Government 
of Bengal, and they were of opinion that as the admiralty jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court did not extend beyond the territorial limits of the Company’s 
possessions, the vessels could not be condemned before it. The ships in 
question having been captured on the high seas, die only proper court to 
condemn them was the Court of Admiralty in England. To convey them to 
England for the purpose would have been expensive; their condition also 
made the adoption of this procedure impracticable. To overcome the legal 
difficulty, a second seizure by the Company’s troops was ordered. But this 
gave rise to another problem, whether the prize money payable to the captors 
should be paid to diosc who participated in the first seizure or in the second 
seizure. The question was referred to the Court of Directors for considera- 
tion.* 6 ® 

Among other questions noticed in the correspondence may be mentioned 
the following: protection of merchant shipping;* 61 arrangement of convoys 
and issue of signal codes to ensure safety ; s,a the arrival of a cartelship and the 
problem of die exchange of prisoners.*** 


General Administrative Problems: 

The Palegars and the Maintenance of Law and Order 

In the anarchy of the cightcondi century which followed the dissolution 
of die Mughal Empire, local chiefs, generally known as palegars, had seized 
power and established small chieftainships. They paid a small tribute and 
owed a nominal allegiance to the ruler, and, for die rest, carried on predatory, 
warfare among themselves. When portions of die Carnatic and the district 
of Malabar came under British rule, die Company had a difficult task 
in keeping them under control. In 1782 Lieut. Col. Maxwell led an expedition 
against die Palcgar of Sivagiri (Shcviglicrry) for having invaded the territories 
of his neighbour, die Palcgar of Settur (Shattoor). Owing to certain extenuat- 
ing circumstances, die Palcgar was left off with a warning; but to prevent 
furdicr mischief, die fort walls of bodi Sivagiri and Settur were demolished. 
Maxwell also enquired into the grievances of die other Tinnevclly palegars 
and brought .about a general settlement.* 6 * In 1794 diere was another major 
disturbance in this region. The Raja of Ramnad had certain hereditary 
claims to the lands held by die Palcgar of Shivaganga. Their quarrel took 
a serious turn, and die former, in defiance of the authority of the Nawab of 
the Carnatic, invaded die territories of the latter. The Company advised the 
Raja to refer his claims to his overlord and not take the law into his own 
hands. But he proved refractory and was in consequence deposed. His 
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sister, however, was : allowed to succeed him, and, by a treaty concluded with 
the Nawab of the Carnatic, the administration of the district was taken over 
for a time by die Company. 205 - . 

More serious than, the Ramnad .affair was the rebellion of Raja Vijaya- 
ramraju of Vizianagaram. The Raja was in heavy arrears in the payment of 
his tribute, and he had also defied the orders issued to him riot to employ 
his half-brother Sitaramaraju in the management of his country. The Madras 
Government took possession of the zamindari to enforce die demands, but 
no one came fprward.to rent the lands for fear of .the Raja. To overcome 
this difficulty Vijayaramaraju was directed to leave his zamindari and come 
to Madras. But. he rose -in revolt and sought refuge in the hills. He was 
pursued by the Company’s forces and, in the batde that took place on 
10 July 1794,. killed with, many of his followers. Peace, however, was not 
restored for sometime to "come; and we are told in a letter to the Court of 
12 May 1795 that some of the hill zamindars were still in arms. 280 

Some of the chiefs of Malabar also gave trouble. A chieftain of Cartinaad 
gave protection to certain persons who were wanted by Government, and as 
a punishment the fort of Baragara in which he had given them refuge was 
ordered to be resumed. 287 The Raja" of Cotiote was charged with the illegal 
execution of three Mapillas and action was ordered to be taken. 288 

The main object of the Company’s policy was to put an end to the habit 
of the p alegars of resorting to arms to settle differences among themselves, 
and to enforce respect for the law of the land and the authority of the Govern- 
ment. In the case of the Raja of Cotiote referred to above, die Fort William 
Council observed, “We consider it appoint of the first consequence to con- 
vince the Rajahs and principal landholders of Malabar that they are equally 
amenable with every other description of persons to the regular course of the 
laws, and to the Courts established for the execution of them whose authority 
must be maintained -to the full extent prescribed by the Regulations.” 289 - To 
reduce the capacity of the palegars for mischief, the Supreme Government 
directed that “the . measure of opening the pollums should be invariably 
adopted whenever the polygars should have been guilty of any offence towards 
the Government or of any outrage or violence towards each other.” 270 The 
palegars were also made to.shed 'their pretensions to sovereignty and take their 
proper place. as. subjects." To cite an instance, the Raja of Cherikal invited 
the Northern Superintendent to attend his coronation ceremony with a pre- 
sent. The latter declined to attend, and the Raja was told also that the cele- 
bration was inconsistent with his present situation, and it should not be per- 
formed- on. any future occasion -without the assent of the Bombay 
Government. 2 ^ 1 . . - 
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While desirous of bringing the palcgars under effective control, the Com- 
pany was conscious of the limited rights it had over them. When the Govern- 
ment of Madras complained of the wrongful dismissal of his minister by the 
Raja of Ramnnd and recommended his restoration, the Fort William Council 
warned Madras that the Company’s rights in matters of this type were limited, 
and that an active interference in the internal administration of the palegar 
would lead to never ending palegar wars, which were "always unprofitable 
and very often unjust,” The Company’s servants were instructed “in the 
clearest manner, to take no further concern about the polygars than to demand 
from them their fixed tribute and to prevent their engaging in warfare amongst 
themselves, or committing any act of contumacy against your Government.” 272 

The Fort William Council was afraid that in the settlement of boundary 
disputes and other palegar claims the Company’s officers might become corrupt. 
It wrote on one occasion to the Government of Madras, "we need not describe 
to you how much the British name has been tarnished, both in Asia and 
Europe, by some occurrences in India, which has given rise to a belief that 
a traffic has been carried on of making and unmaking Nabobs by the Com- 
pany’s influence, and we arc perfectly convinced that you will be as anxious 
as ourselves that no such practices shall exist even in miniature within the 
hounds of your authority.” It directed further that disputed claims to property 
by the members of the palegar families should not be left to the decision of 
either the Collector of the Palegar Pcshknsh or the Nawab, but should be 
examined and decided by the Governor in Council. 273 

The Organization of Malabar 


By the Treaty of Scringnpatam Tipu had ceded to the Company all the 
lands on the Malabar coast between Travancorc and the Kawai, and the 
settlement of the area was a major problem during the period under review. 
Three Commissioners, Farmer, Page and Dow, all of the Bombay service, were 
appointed to report on the condition of the province and make proposals 
regarding its settlement and administration. 274 They were later joined by 
Duncan and Boddam from Bengal, 278 and together they constituted the well- 
known Joint Commission on Malabar. The report of die Commission was 
submitted on 11 October 1793. In conveying his general approbation and 
confirming the settlement made by the Commissioners, Shore observed, 
"Conciliation and firmness should be combined ; the prejudices and habits of 
the people should be consulted ns far as practicable under the regulations ; and 
the military should never be employed except in eases of urgency when other 
means had failed.” 27 * 

■ Of die many interesting references to die administrative problems of 
Malabar may be mentioned the following. Firsdy, owing to a lack of accurate 
knowledge of the prevailing conditions, it was considered unwise to introduce 
a system of permanent settlement, and consequently settlements were made 
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for a period of five years only both in northern and southern Malabar.*” 
Again, on the question of European settlement, the Bombay Government 
was in favour of encouraging it by grants of lands and other means. The 
Fort William Council advised a more cautious policy to be pursued. The 
Europeans in Bengal, it pointed out, were not allowed to acquire more than 
SO bighas or l6 ! /i acres, just sufficient to erect houses and buildings for indus- 
trial purposes, and permission to settle in the interior was granted only after 
the persons concerned rendered themselves amenable to the Company’s courts 
in civil suits. 278 Again, the Bombay Government put forward a proposal for 
the promotion of the cultivation of indigo and sugar-cane. The Calcutta 
Council, however, felt that it was a wiser and a safer course to devote attention 
to the natural products of the province, namely, pepper, vine, cardamom, 
cassia arid nutmeg. 279 Again, a complaint was received against the Bibi of 
Cannanore from the people of the Laccadive Islands that they were suffering 
from her monopoly of their trade. After a general survey, the islands were 
thrown open to general trade, subject to payment of the prescribed import 
duties. Questions relating to tribute and other matters relating to Cannanore 
were also settled at the same time. 280 

Trade and Commerce 

While the subject of trade and commerce was one which concerned 
primarily the Public Department there are a few interesting references to 
it in the Secret Department letters. The Company was greatly agitated by the 
problem of illicit trade, which had proved a serious threat to the Company’s 
monopoly. The Court of Directors passed certain resolutions on the subject 
on 3 June 1791, and these were published in India on 3 February 1792. 281 A 
gentleman by name Fenwick brought to the notice of the. Bengal Government 
that the commanders and owners of certain ships named by him 
were carrying on illicit: trade under the . colours and passes of foreign 
nations. The Government of Bengal set on foot the necessary enquiries and 
ordered suitable action to be taken. But Fenwick was dissatisfied with the 
measures' taken by the Government. He accused the . Government of 
connivance and complicity, Sand charged them -with having failed to take 
effective steps to prevent the escape ‘ of the ships he had named. 
In its Secret Letter to the Court dated 27 April 1792, the Fort 
William Council explained at length the reasons that had prompted 
the action it had taken and refuted Fenwick’s charges. Defining .in brief the 
policy it had pursued, the council observed, “Our object has been to preserve 
the respect and influence of Government undiminished and to avoid the risk 
of involving the Company in extensive doubtful litigations as well as in 
differences with foreign powers' by stopping ships under foreign flags richly 
freighted and ready to sail at . a time, of the year when the smallest delay 
might have occasioned the loss of the season and when ultimate failure at 
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law would not only subject the Company to enormous damages but would 
also have the effect of encouraging instead of checking future adventures in 
the illicit trade ” 282 

•Next, there was the problem of piracy. There were at this time two groups 
of pirates who were menacing the Company’s trade and that of the free 
merchants: first, the Malwans, who were the subjects of the Raja of Kolhapur ; 
and next, the Coolies, who inhabited the region of the Gulf of Cambay. In 
1792, Abercromby, Governor of Bombay, proposed strong action against 
the Raja of Kolhapur ; and, as the Raja was dependent in some measure on 
the Poona Government, he wanted that Government to be apprised of the 
situation in the first instance. The Fort William Council doubted if the 
Poona Government could do anything in the matter, the Raja having declined 
its mediation on an earlier occasion. The council also observed that the Raja 
occupied a high place of honour, if not of power, in the Maratha Confederacy, 
and his absolute ruin might create alarm and jealousy in the minds of the 
Marathas. 283 The Government of Bombay, however, was able to conclude a 
treaty with the Raja on 24 December 1792. 284 According to its terms, the Raja 
agreed to pay an indemnity of Rs. 55,000, and permit the Company to 
establish factories on the island of Malwan and at Kolhapur. 285 But the treaty 
did not prove to be of any value. Further complaints of Malwan piracy were 
received, 286 but the exigencies of the war with France prevented any action 
being taken during the period under review. 287 

Unlike the Malwans, the Coolies were unconnected with, and did not have 
the support of, any strong country power. The Government of Bombay sent 
an expedition against them in 1794. The several ports of the Coolies were 
raided and their boats destroyed. 288 About the same time, there was a 
proposal for the purchase of Cambay from its Nawab, and it was hoped that 
its possession would be of help in suppressing piracy in this region. But the 
political implications of its acquisition, however, were such as to deter the 
Company from proceeding in the matter. 289 

Of the other interesting references to trade and commerce may be 
mentioned the following. There was a proposal to establish factories at 
Onore and Mangalore as provided in the treaties concluded with Haidar 
Ali and Tipu Sultan in 1770 and 1784 respectively. The Supreme Council 
saw grave objections to claiming the privilege as of right, and it favoured the 
conclusion of a new commercial agreement, if Tipu was favourably inclined. 290 
Again, the supply of saltpetre to foreigners received the particular attention of 
the Supreme Council both during peace-time and during the war with 
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France. 291 Again, there are references to the supply of grain to relieve the 
scarcity prevailing in Europe, 292 and to the supply of saltpetre, 292 sugar, 294 
pat and san MS and other commodities by way of investment.. 

Surveys 

.The rapid growth of the British dominion in India led to important 
surveys being undertaken. The region in which the late war . with Tipu was 
fought was surveyed by Lt. Emmitt, noted for "the well-known and particular 
accuracy” of his productions. 296 The country traversed by the English army 
•under Cornwallis during the campaigns of 1791 and 1792 and a part of the 
country between Vellore and the Ghats were surveyed by Lt. Colebrooke. His 
survey was accompanied by a short treatise upon the climate; topography and 
history of Mysore and a paper containing certain astronomical observations. 297 
Other surveys carried out during the period were a survey of die road from 
Ujjain to Agra via Gwalior, and from Ujjain to Bundi by Hunter, the Surgeon 
attached to the Resident with the Sindia ; 298 a survey of Gauhad in Assam by 
Ensign Wood of the Engineers ; 299 and a survey of the Laccadive Islands. 
Among those that were planned during the period were a survey of Rampur 
by Lt. Mowat, 200 a survey from Chunar Ghur (Chunar in U.P.) to Kasimkota 
in the Northern Circars by Ensign Blunt, 201 and a survey of .the region 
between Ujjain and Delhi by Hunter. 202 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 25 APRIL 1792 

Importation of salt by the French under the Convention of 1787- 
Deportation of Mr. Duane , a Calcutta Editor , for his attacks on the Comman- 
dant for French Affairs — Slave trade by certain French ships. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


Our Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We have received your several letters in the Foreign Department of 
die 17th November, 1790, 31st January, 12dt March, and 17th August, 1791, 
to which the following is our reply. 


Answer to the letter in the Foreign Department, 
dated the 17th November, 1790. 


(1) Transmitting proceedings. 

(2 to 16, 18 to 28, and 33) Revolution 
at Chandcrnagorc. 

(17) Concerning the importation of 
coast salt by the French. 


2. Need no reply. 

3. We omit for the present taking 
notice of these paragraphs as the 
subject of them has been laid before 
His Majesty’s Ministers. 

4. We have read all the papers 
referred to in your several dispatches 
in diis Department relative to the 
quantity of salt imported by the 
French nation into Bengal in the year 
1790 above the quantity stipulated for 
in the 2nd article of the convention 
between the two nations in 1787. 
Without entering into an examination 
of all the arguments that were used 
by both parties in the course of the 
discussion upon this subject, we need 
only observe that those contained in 
your letter to Colonel De Canaple of 
the 7th March, 1791, are, in our 
opinion, a complete justification of 
your resolution to confiscate all 
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(29 to 32) Loan to the .French. 


(34) Complaint of the Dutch against 
the conduct of the Supra Cargo and 
Captain of the private ship Surprize. 


salt imported by the French in 1790 
above the quantity allowed by the 
late treaty (amounting to near 5 lacks 
of maunds), and which has therefore 
. met with our approbation. We like- 
’ wise approve of the amended regula- 
tions adopted pn .the 20th, April for 
the management ' of this commerce, 
which t we must will put an effectual 
stop to the future importation by the 
French into' Bengal of any quantity 
. of coast salt not authorized by the 
late convention. 

5., You have been already advised 
that the bills drawn in our favor by 
the French agents in India for the 
repayment of the intended loan have 
been cancelled. 

6. We approve of the steps taken 
■ in consequence of a .complaint, from 

the Directors of Chinsurah against 
the conduct of the Captain and Supra 
. Cargo of the private ship Surprize , as 
advised in this paragraph. 

7. Your letter in the Foreign 
Dcpar.tment.of the,31st -January, 1791, 
being connected with subjects that 
hate been already noticed, needs no 
particular reply. 


Answer to the letter in the- Foreign Department , . 
dated 12th March , 1791. .. 


(1) Forwarding a ' duplicate of a' 
former dispatch. 

(2-3) Advising ;.that . Monsieur 
De Cossigny being . - appointed 
Commandant General in the room 1 
of the Comte De Conway, and that 
Colonel De Canaplc had been appoin- 
ted Commandant for the Affairs of 
the French in Bengal, and that he has 
taken up his residence in Calcutta. 

(4 to 9) Relative to tiic importations 
of salt by the French beyond the 
quantity prescribed by treaty. 


8. Need no reply. 


9. Already replied to. 
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(10-11) Remission of export dudes 
on the cargo of the French ship 
Lc Bretange. 


(12 to 15) A French subject render- 
ed amenable to the jurisdiction of the 
Dewanny Adawlut. 


(16) Concerning the wishes of the 
Governor General of Batavia that the 
quantity of opium allowed annually 
to the Dutch may be encreased. 


(17) Concerning a claim of the 
Danish East India Company on the 
Nabob of Arcot. 


10. We have attended to what has 
passed on this subject, both in this and 
in your subsequent dispatch of the 
17 August last. However advisable 
it might have appeared to Lord 
Cornwallis at the time to remit the 
export duties on the cargo of the 
French ship Le Bretange, yet we do 
not see the necessity of extending this 
indulgence to every ship of that 
nation, whether belonging to the 
French Company or otherwise. We 
therefore direct that you continue to 
collect both the import and export 
duties on the cargoes belonging to 
the ships of that nation. We see no 
reason why the French should be 
exempt from the payment of the 
usual imports. 

11. We have paid due attention to 
the case stated in these paragraphs, 
and to your resolution whereby a 
subject of His Most Christian Majesty 
residing within the limits of the juris- 
diction of the Supreme Court of 
Calcutta was made amenable to .the 
mofussil Dewanny Adawlut. As this 
is a case of considerable difficulty, and 
respects the due performance of a 
treaty between Great Britain and a 
foreign nation, it will be submitted to 
the consideration of His Majesty’s 
Ministers, and we shall take an early 
opportunity of giving our sentiments 
upon it. 

12. As we see no reason why the 
quantity of opium allowed annually to 
the Dutch should be encreased, we 
approve of the reply that was given to 
the application of the Governor 
General of Batavia for that purpose 
as advised in the 33rd paragraph of 
your dispatch in the Foreign Depart- 
ment dated the 17th of August last. 

13. The subject of this paragraph 
will be included in our advices to die 
Government of Madras._a copy of 
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(18-19) Concerning an officer of a 
French merchant vessel offering 
several inhabitants of the Andamans 
for sale. 


(20 to 24) Concerning a French 
vessel being at Kedgeree widi a 
number of slaves on board, and a sloop 
expected with an additional number. 

(25) Calling the attention of the 
Court to the draft of a bill prepared 
by the Advocate General which was 
transmitted in 1788. 

Vol. XVII— 4 


extraordinary manner. It will be very 
desirable and proper that on similar 
occasions parties who may find them- 
selves aggrieved should prosecute the 
offender for die supposed libel in die 
Supreme Court of Judicature, and 
which is die most constitudonal mode 
of proceeding on such occasions. But 
with regard to die French, and parti- 
cularly Colonel Canaplc, they were 
residing under the protection of your 
Government, and under circumstances 
which merited the most attentive and 
liberal conduct towards them; you 
therefore acted very properly in calling, 
upon die Editor to make a suitable 
apology for the occasion, and which 
lie promised to perform. But we were 
greatly surprized, in perusing die 
subsequent address from Colonel 
Canaplc, and which is confirmed by 
the particulars of die conversation 
transmitted to you by Mr. Duane, 
diat the original insult had been 
greatly aggravated ; and moreover as 
we do not perceive from the further 
proceeding diat a suitable apology has 
been made, we arc of opinion that you 
could not act odicrwisc than by send- 
ing Mr. Duane to Europe. 

19. We have read Captain Light’s 
letter of the 1st of April, 1791, con- 
cerning die offer of Monsieur St. 
Croixe, an officer of a French mer- 
chant vessel, of some natives, or 
odiers, from the Andamans for sale, 
and approve of your having caused 
copies of it to be sent to Europe to 
Colonel Montigny. 

20. Your proceedings relative to the 
slaves on board die French ship at 
Kedgeree® have met with our entire 
approbation. 

21. The draft of die bill mentioned 
in this paragraph is under the con- 
sideration of His Majesty’s Ministers. 
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. (26) Advising the ill health of ' 
Colonel Dc Canaplc and that he had 
authorized Mr. Michcll to transact 
business for him. 

(27-28) Advising the death of 
Colonel Canaplc. 

(29) His effects secured. 

(30-31) Comptroller of Salt autho- 
rized to grant receipts and make pay- 
ments to Mr. Michell for the salt 
imported by the French. 

(32) Concerning the application of 
the Dutch for an increase to the 
quantity of opium annually allotted to 
them. 

(33-34) Concerning an offer of the 
Dutch, of their factories at Chuprah, 
Singhia and Futwa, and their request 
that their annual allotment of salt- 
petre may be delivered to them in 
Calcutta. 


(35 to 39) Relative to the interfer- 
ence of the Danish Chief at Patna 
with the functions of the Magistrate, 


22. Need no reply. 


23. Already replied to. 


24. We acquiesce in the propriety 
of the reasons assigned for declining 
the offer from the Dutch of their 
factories at Chuprah, Singhia and 
Futwa, and approve of your having 
complied with their request for deli- 
vering their annual allotment of salt- 
petre at Calcutta. 

25. We have read the papers rela- 
tive to an interference on the part of 
the Danish Chief at Patna with the 
functions of the Magistrate. As it 
cannot admit of a doubt that the 
Danes possess no territorial rights in 
the city of Patna independent of the 
authority of Government, we approve 
of the terms in which your letter to 
the Director and Council at Frcdcricks- 
nagore of the 8th June last upon that 
subject is conceived. If a satisfactory 
reply should not be given to this letter 
you will report the same to us. 


We arc. 

Your affectionate friends, 

F. Baring / J. Smith Burgess / John 
London, Robcrts/Lionel Darcll/Nathl. Smith/ 

25th April, 1792. John Travers/W. Ewer/Wm. Money/ 

Stepn. Williams/Thos. T. Metcalfe/ 
(Received on the 8th Octol>er, 1792, W. Devaynes/Stepn. Lusliington/T. 
per King George .) Pattlc. 



2 


POLITICAL LETTER DATED 25 APRIL 1792 

— . 1 

Satisfactory conclusion of the negotiations relative to the principality of 
Janjira, and Maid's integrity in refusitig the present of a lakh of rupees by 
Nana Phadnis— Parliamentary enactment granting special powers to 
Cornwallis— Effects of the grant of the office of Vakil-i-Mudaq on Maratha 
policy — Vazir of Oudlt’s loan to the Company during the Third Mysore War 
— Maid's History of the Maratha Empire — Mahadji Sindia and the politics 
of the Upper Provinces: authorities in India enjoined not to interfere — 
Impropriety of the Vazids correspondence with the subjects of Timur Shah. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

Our Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letter in die Political Department was dated the 6th of May, 
1791. We shall now reply to such of your letters in diis Department as were 
received in the course of the past season. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated the 21st November, 1790. 


(1) Transmitting copy of a former ' 
dispatch &ca. 

(2 to (2]5) Contain a narrative of 
the military operation. 

(26 to 30) Concerning die defeedve 
state of the detachment serving with 
the Nizam. 

(31 to 56) Concerning die co-opcra- 
tion of the armies of die Marattas and 
Nizam Aly. 

(57 to 61) Advising of the manner 
in which Lord Cornwallis had signified 
his intenuons to die Poona Durbar of 
continuing in India dll die conclusion 
of die war and of his determination 
to take die field in person. 

(62 to 64) Concerning the negocia- 
tion at Poonah with respect to the 
principality of Gingerah. 


2. Need no reply. 

3. This subject will be replied to in 
our advices to die Government of 
Madras, copies of which you will re- 
ceive as usual. 

4. Need no reply. 


5. We very much approve of the 
manner in which Lord Cornwallis 
communicated his intentions to the 
Poona Durbar of continuing in India 
till the conclusion of the war, and his 
determination to take the field in 
person. 

6. We are pleased to find by your 
last Political Dispatch of the 4th 
August, 1791, that the long protracted 
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(65 to 72) Enclosing copies of seve- 
ral minutes relative to Lord Corn- 
wallis’s determination of proceeding to 
the Coast. 3 His powers and the re- 
inforcement to be sent thither. 


(73 to 75) Advising that the Beeby 
of Cananore had declared for the 
Company. 


(76) Advising the arrival at Telli-' 
cherry of a detachment from Bombay 
sent to reinforce lieutenant Colonel 
Hartley. 

(77) Mentions that Tippoo’s troops 
had all left Cannanore, and that the 


negotiation with the Court of Poonah 
relative to the principality of Gingc- 
rali 1 is brought to a conclusion by the 
acceptance on the part of Balloo Mcah 
of a compensation from the Marattah 
Government for resigning the same. 
Sir Charles Malet appears to have 
arranged this business with his usual 
ability, and in his refusal of the lac of 
rupees offered him by the Minister* on 
executing the instrument has given a 
becoming proof of his disinterested- 
ness and integrity. 

7. We have already expressed the 
sense we entertain of His Lordship’s 
zeal for the service in his determina- 
tion to proceed to tire Coast, and our 
approbation of the reinforcements 
that were ordered thither. With 
respect to the powers delegated to His 
Lordship upon that occasion, we need 
only refer you to the Act passed in 
the last session of Parliament, 4 entided 
“An Act for establishing, and confirm- 
ing a certain resolution or order of the 
Governor General in Council of Fort 
William in Bengal, and all acts done 
by virtue thereof, and for granting 
further powers to the said Governor 
General during his residence oh the 
coasts of Coromandel and Malabar”, 
copies of which were transmitted to 
you by the ship Canada. 

8. Your subsequent advices of the 
31st January, 1791, contain an account 
of die Beeby of Cananore 6 having 
refused to fulfil her late treaty with 
the Company, and of the consequent 
capture of the place by the troops 
under Major General Abercromby 
after she had admitted the troops of 
Tippoo Sultaun into the garrison. 


9. Need ho reply. 
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greatest confusion prevails among I 
them to the southward. J 


(78) Advising that the Rajah of 
Cochin had engaged to enter into a 
treaty with the Company. 


(79) Referring to their correspond- 
ence with Major Palmer advising that 
the Maratta army in Jodepore defeat- 
ed the Rajepoot forces at Murta 7 in 
September. 

(80) Concerning some indignities 
suffered by the Resident at Broach 
from the Maratta Government. 


(81) Mentions that the son of 
the late Nabob of Surat has paid 
Rs. 20,000 into the Company’s treasury 
at Bombay as the price of his investi- 
ture in his father’s dignity. 

(82 to 86) Concerning the assump- 
tion of the revenues of the Nabob of 
Arcot. 


(87-88) Mention that an applica- 
tion from the private creditors of the 
Nabob of Arcot to be allowed interest 
on the money paid into the Company’s 
treasury on their account before the 
commencement of the war. ' 

(89 to 109) Concerning the com- 
plaints of Arcot against Mr. Jno. 
Hollond and his dubash of pecula- 
tion &ca. i 

(1 10 to 1 19) Relative to a misunder- 
standing between the Vizier and Fyze 
Ulla Khan. 


10. We have already signified our 
approbation of the treaty with the 
Rajah of Cochin® in our letters to 
Madras. 

11. Needs no reply. 


12. We approve of the manner 
in which application was made to 
Madajee Scindia on the subject of 
some indignities suffered by our Resi- 
dent at Broach from the Maratta 
Government. 

13. Needs no reply. 


14. Our sentiments on the measure 
of assuming the revenues of the 
Carnatic are contained in our Political 
Dispatch to the Government of 
Madras of the 6th May, 1791, a copy 
of which was transmitted to you as 
usual. 


15. These subjects have likewise 
been duly adverted to in our letters 
to the Madras Government. 


16. We are pleased to find by your 
subsequent dispatch of the 31st Janu- 
ary, 1791, that the disagreement be- 
tween His Excellency the Nabob 
Vizier and Fyze Ulla Khan has been 
happily terminated by a perfect re- 
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(120-121) Mention that the office 
of Vakeel ttl Mutluck had been con- 
ferred by Shaw Allum to the Pcshwa 
and his successors. 


(122-123) Respecting a quarrel 
between some of the Vizier’s officers 
and a party of the Company’s sepoys. 


(124 to 126) Mention the march, of 
2 battalions of sepoys from Futty 
Ghur to Anopsheer to prevent an in- 
cursion of the Sieks. 


conciliation. Indeed it will be always 
in the power of your Government as 
guarantee to interfere .with effect, 
cither on the one hand to keep the 
Roliilla Chief faithful to the perform- 
ance of his engagements with the 
Vizier, or on the other to shelter the 
former from any acts of oppression 
on the part of the latter. 

17. If it shall hereafter appear that 
the office of Vakeel ul Mutluck, which 
has been confirmed in ultumgah to 
the Peshwa, his heirs and successors 
by Shah Allum, shall occasion any 
attempt at encroaching on the right 
inherent in Assoph ul Dowla, as 
Vizier of the Empire, our present con- 
nection with the Maratta Govern- 
ment, and with Sdndia in particular, 
will always enable you, if necessary, 
to interfere with effect to prevent such 
encroachments ; and we trust in the 
prudence and discretion of your Gov- 
ernment that this material service will 
at all times be performed without 
exposing us to the risk of a disagree- 
ment with any branch of the Maratta 
Empire. 

18. We approve of the manner in 
which you interfered upon this occa- 
sion. As such disagreements must 
prove of detriment to the public 
service, we trust that every precaution 
has been taken to prevent a repeti- 
tion of them. 

19. We likewise approve of your 
having ordered on the application of 
Hyder Beg Khan two battalions of 
sepoys from Futty Ghur to Anopsheer 
to guard the Vizier’s frontiers against 
the predatory incursions of the Sieks. 
Your last dispatch of the 4th August 
has informed us of your determina- 
tion in the preceding May to recall 
this detachment on account of the 
little probability there was of the Sieks 
making another incursion into the 
Doab so late in the season, 
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(127 to 129) Mention an offer of 
the Vizier and his Minister of pecu- 
niary assistance in the present- war. 


(130) Mentions the arrival at 
Benares of one of the princes of the 
House of Timur® and of his intention 
to depart on receiving rupees 2,070. 


20. We desire you will inform the 
Vizier and his Minister that we deem 
their offer of assistance at the present 
crisis as a strong proof of their 
attachment to the East India Com- 
pany, and that we shall be always ex- 
tremely desirous of encreasing the 
friendship and confirming the connec- 
tion between our respective Govern- 
ments by acts of reciprocal kindness. 
We learn with pleasure, by our subse- 
quent dispatch of the 31st January, 
1791, that the loan of 12 lacs of rupees, 
which was so readily offered to the 
Company by the Vizier, has not only 
been paid, but that the current claims 
upon His Excellency had also been 
discharged with punctuality. You 
must take especial care that the condi- 
tions of the bond given upon this 
occasion (a copy of which we received 
by the Warren Hastings ) be punctual- 
ly fulfilled. 

21. We observe by your advices of 
the 31st January that this prince had 
departed from the promise he made 
on receiving the sicca rupees 2,070 by 
making his appearance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Patna. The orders 
issued upon that occasion were very 
proper. You likewise did right in 
giving him no encouragement to hope 
for any further support, or assistance, 
from your government, as advised in 
the 51st paragraph of your letter of 
12th March, 1791. 


22. Your short letter in the Political Department of the 20th December, 
1790, needs no reply. 


Ansioer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated 31st January, 1791. 

(1) Transmitting consultations. 23. Needs no reply. 

(2-3) Concerning the proportion 24. We shall reply to this subject in 
which the Rajah of Travancore should our Political Dispatch to the Govern- 
contribute towards the expences of the ment of Madras, 
war. 
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(120-121) Mention that the. office 
of Vakpel ul Mutluck had been con- 
ferred by Shaw Allum to the. Peshwa 
and his successors. 


(122-123) Respecting a , quarrel 
between some of the Vizier’s officers 
and a party of the Company’s sepoys. 


(124 to 126) Mention the march, of 
2 battalions of sepoys from Futty 
Ghur to Anopsheer to prevent an in- 
cursion of the Sieks. 


conciliation. Indeed it will be always 
in the power of your Government as 
guarantee to interfere with effect, 
either on the one hand to keep the 
Rohilla Chief faithful to the perform- 
ance of his engagements with the 
Vizier, or on the other to shelter the 
former from any acts ' of' oppression 
on the part of the latter. 

17. If it shall hereafter appear that 
the office of Vakeel ul Mutluck, which 
has been confirmed in idtumgah to 
the Peshwa, his heirs and successors 
by Shah Allum, shall occasion any 
attempt at encroaching on the right 
inherent in Assoph ul Dowla, as 
Vizier of the Empire, our present con- 
nection with the Maratta Govern- 
ment, and with Scindia in particular, 
will always enable you, if necessary, 
to interfere with effect to prevent such 
encroachments ; and we trust in the 
prudence and discretion of your Gov- 
ernment that this material service will 
at all times be performed witiiout 
exposing us to the risk of a disagree- 
ment with any branch of the Maratta 
Empire. 

18. We approve of the manner in 
which you interfered upon this occa- 
sion. As such disagreements must 
prove of detriment to the public 
service, we trust that every precaution 
has been taken to prevent a repeti- 
tion of them. 

19. We likewise approve of your 
having ordered on the application of 
Hyder Beg Khan two battalions of 
sepoys from Futty Ghur to Anopsheer 
to guard the Vizier’s frontiers against 
the predatory incursions of the Sieks. 
Your last dispatch pf the 4th August 
has informed us of your determina- 
tion in the preceding May to recall 
this detachment on account of the 
little probability there was of the Sieks 
making another incursion into the 
Doab so late in the season, 
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(127 to 129) Mention an offer of 
die Vizier and his Minister of pecu- 
niary assistance in die present war. . 


(130) Mentions the arrival at 
Benares of one of the princes of the 
House of Timur 8 and of his intention 
to depart on receiving rupees 2,070. 


20. We desire you will inform die 
Vizier and his Minister that we deem 
their offer of assistance at the present 
crisis as a strong proof of their 
attachment to the' East India Com- 
pany, and that we shall be always ex- 
tremely desirous of encreasing the 
friendship and confirming the connec- 
tion between our respective Govern- 
ments by acts of reciprocal kindness. 
We learn with pleasure, by our subse- 
quent dispatch of the 31st January, 
1791, that the loan of 12 lacs of rupees, 
which was so readily offered to the 
Company by the Vizier, has not only 
been paid, but that the current claims 
upon His Excellency had also been 
discharged with punctuality. You 
must take especial care that the condi- 
tions of the bond given upon this 
occasion (a copy of which we received 
by the Warren Hastings) be punctual- 
ly fulfilled. 

21. We observe by your advices of 
the 31st January that this prince had 
departed from the promise he made 
on receiving the sicca rupees 2,070 by 
making his appearance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Patna. The orders 
issued upon that occasion were very 
proper. You likewise did right in 
giving him no encouragement to hope 
for any further support, or assistance, 
from your government, as advised in 
the 51st paragraph of your letter of 
12th March, 1791. 


22. Your short letter in the Political Department of the 20th December, 
1790, needs no reply. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department , 
dated 31st January, 1791. 

(1) Transmitting consultations. 23. Needs no reply. 

(2-3) Concerning the proportion 24. We shall reply to this subject in 
which the Rajah of Travancore should our Political Dispatch to the Govern- 
contribute towards the expences of the ment of Madras, 
war. 
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POLITICAL LETTER. FROM COURT 


(4-5) Concerning the peculations 
o£ the Messrs. Hollonds. 

(6 to 22) Advising the occurrences 
o£ the war. 

(23) Referring to the correspon- 
dence o£ the Residents at Poonah and 
Hydrabad. 


25. Tins subject has likewise been 
included in our correspondence with 
the Madras Government. 

26. Need no reply. 

27. We have perused with attention 
the correspondence with the Residents 
of Poonah and I-Iydrabad, referred to 
in their and in your last dispatch of 
the 4th August, 1791. Although we 
have no particular instructions to give 
you at present upon the different sub- 
jects of this correspondence, it was 
certainly right in you to draw our 
attention thereto. We must observe, 
however, that we feel perfectly satis- 
fied with the manner in which 
Sir Charles Malct and Sir John Ken- 
naway discharge the important duties 
of their respective stations. 

28. It is with much pleasure we 
acknowledge the information we have 
received at different times from the 
perusal of the correspondence of 
Sir Charles Ware Malct, our Resident 
at Poonah; and we have been anxi- 
ously expecting the History of the 
Maratta Empire compiled by that 
gentleman, and said from time to time 
to be transmitted to you, but which 
has not been entered on your consul- 
tations, excepting only two or three 
short sketches. We therefore direct 
that you transmit, without delay, the 
history above alluded to, so far as you 
have received it, and that you signify 
our wish to Sir Charles Ware Malct, 
that he will, as soon- as his other 
important avocations will admit, 
bring down the history of the Marat- 
tas to as late a period as possible, 
being convinced from the specimens 
that the compilation of the work, 
while it will redound to the honor of 
Sir C. W. Malct, will afford us an 
ample and satisfactory fund of infor- 
mation. We should also be happy to 
receive the political and historical 
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(24) Concerning the operations 
against Darwar. 

(25-26) Advising that the dis- 
cussions at the Court of Poonah res- 
pecting die Siddcy of Gingcrah will be 
postponed till the conclusion of the 
war. 

(27) Concerning the offer of die 
Rajah of Bcrar for furnishing a body 
of cavalry. 


(28) Advising the deadi of " 
Mr. Forster, Resident at Nagpore. 

(29 to 34) Advising of die opera- 
tions of the troops belonging to die 
Nyzam. 

(35) Mentions an application from 
the Nyzam for the furdicr aid of 2 
battalions of sepoys widi artillery and 
guns, but the proposal had been dis- 
couraged. 

(36) Mentions the unsuccessful 
endeavors of die Nyzam to prevail on 
the Peshwa to take the field in person. . 

(37) Mentions the recall of several 
officers belonging to the detachment 
serving with the Nizam. 


glossary mentioned in Sir C. W. 
Malet’s letter to you, entered on your 
Secret Consultations of the 16th July, 
1787 ; and upon this occasion, we can- 
not but acknowledge the pleasure we 
have received from a perusal of some 
similar sketches relative to the Nizam 
by Sir John Kennaway, and we direct 
that you communicate our wishes to 
that gendeman for his completing 
those sketches in the manner we have 
before directed with regard to 
Sir Charles Ware Malet’s History of 
the Marattas. And it would also be 
highly gratifying to us to receive, if 
procurable, similar accounts respecting 
all the other native powers of 
Hindostan. 

29. Needs no reply. 

30. Already replied to. 


31. We approve of the manner in 
which you declined the offer made [to] 
you by the Rajah of Berar for furnish- 
ing a body of cavalry to assist in the 
war. 


V 32. Need no reply. 


33. This subject will be replied to 
in our letter to Fort St. George. 
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(38 to 40) Mention that the dis* 
agreement between the Vizier and 
Fyza AUa Khan has been adjusted, 

(41 to 46) Advising tbc incursions 
of the Seiks into the Vizier's territories 
and the taking of Colonel Smart. 


34. Already replied to. 


35. We approve of the measurer, 
that were adopted in consequence of 
the incursions of the Seiks into the 
territories of the Naltob of Oude, and 
of the line that was drawn upon that 
occasion for tonfining the troops 
merely to the defence of the Vizier's 
territories. We were glad to find by 
your subsequent dispatch of the 12th 
March last that these frcrl*H>tcrs had 
retired to their own country without 
committing any further depredations; 
and we shall lie pleased to hear that 
your endeavors for procuring the re- 
lease of Colonel Stuart, as mentioned 
in that dispatch, have proved success- 
ful. 


(47-48) Concerning the appearance ' 
of one of the princes of the House of 
Timur in the neighbourhood of 
Patna. 

(49) Advising that the Vizier had * 
complcatcd his loan of 12 lacks to the 
Company, and that he was otherwise 
punctual in the discharge of his 
engagements. 


36. Already replied to. 


Answer to the fatter in the Political Department, 
dated the I2lh March, 1791. 


(1) Forwarding consultations. 

(2 to 14) Mention Tippoo’s over- 
tures for peace, the progress of the 
army, &ca., &ca. 


37. Needs no reply. 

38. More recent intelligence res- 
pecting the overtures of Tippoo 
Sultnun have been received from the 
Government of Madras upon which 
we have only to remark that die 
answers of Lord Cornwallis to 
Tippoo’s letters upon that subject were 
perfectly agreeable to die late con- 
federate treaties with the Marattas, 
and Nizam Aly Kahn. The rest of 
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(15 to 17) Complaining of the dila- 
itoriness of die Marattas and the 
Nizam', and referring to the furdier 
correspondence with die Residents at 
Poonah and Hydrabad. 

(18 to 26) Relative to the opera- 
tions of die Nizam’s army and the 
intended junction of a large body of 
cavalry with Lord Cornwallis's army. 

(27) Mentions a letter having been 
delivered from His Majesty to the 
Nizam, with a present of two lustres. 

(28) Relative to the protracted siege 
of Darwar. 

(29 to 31) Advising the measures 
taken by Lord Cornwallis for the 
safety of Bombay upon die uncertain 
situation of affairs in Europe. 


(32 to 36) Contain further infor- 
mation respecting the operations 
against Darwar. 

(37-38) Intelligence concerning the 
situation and force of the Maratta 
army under the command of Hurry 
Punt. 

(39) Further advices respecting the 
Maratta troops in Tippoo’s country. 

(40) Mentions that Mr. Malet's 
endeavors to persuade the Peshwa to 
take the field in person had not been 
successful. 

(41) No recent advices relative to 
the forces under General Abercromby. 

(42) No intelligence of any conse- 
quence has been received from the 
Government General of Batavia. 


these paragraphs concerning the pro- 
gress of the army need no particular 
reply. 

39. Advices of a later date from 
Madras having mentioned the junc- 
tion of the armies of the Allies, any 
reply to these paragraphs is unneces- 
sary. 


40. Need no reply. 


41. We have since heard from Fort 
St. George and Bombay of the capture 
of this place. 

42. The instructions given by Lord 
Cornwallis to the Government of 
Bombay for the security of that place, 
under an apprehension that die then 
situation of affairs in Europe might 
not terminate pacifically, were very 
proper. 


43. Need no reply. 
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(43) Advising that the Portuguczc 
on. the. Malabar Coast have taken the 
fort of Sadoshceoghur in Tippoo’s 
country. 

(44-45) Advising the orders that 
were given in consequence of the 
uncertain state of affairs between 
Great Britain and Spain. 


(46 to 49) Cpncerning the incur- 
sions of the Sieks in the Vizier’s fron- 
tiers, and their probable object, and 
the endeavors that have been used 
for procuring the release of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Stuart. 

(50) Enclosing copy of the bond 
given to the Vizier for the repayment 
of the 12 lacks of rupees lent by His 
Excellency to die Company. 

(51) Concerning Jelaul ud Decn 
Khawjah Zudda. 


44. The orders issued at the re- 
commendation of Lord Cornwallis, 
upon the uncertain state of affairs be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain, for 
completing the native corps serving 
under your Presidency with all con- 
venient expedition were very proper. 


45. Already replied to. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated, the 8tli April, 1791. 


(1 to 14) Intelligence respecting the 
movements of die several armies and 
detachments &ca. 

(15) Referring to a letter from 
Major Palmer concerning the proba- 
ble views of the Marattas in the Upper 
Provinces. 


46. Need no reply. 


47. The perusal of Major Palmer’s 
letter of die 25di March, 1791, referred 
to in diis paragraph has made us per- 
feedy easy- respecting the probable 
views of the Marattas, and of Madajee 
Scindia, in particular, in the Upper 
Provinces. And whilst we recom- 
mend it to you on the one hand to 
cultivate and improve the friendship 
at present subsisting between the 
Company and that chief, we must 
in the most earnest manner enjoin 
you on the other to take no part 
whatever in the disputes that may 
arise between the various contending 
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powers in that quarter, but confine 
your attention solely to the defence 
of our own provinces and those under 
the Government of- the Nabob 
Vizier. 

48. Your subsequent dispatch of 
the 4th of August last has referred us 
to another letter from Major Palmer, 
of die 25th June, concerning Scindia’s 
intention of proceeding to his capital 
of Augeen, and ultimately to Poonah. 
Mr. Malet, in his letter to Lord Corn- 
wallis of the 15th July, has speculated 
whh great probability on the sup- 
posed views of Scindia in this journey. 
But whatever they may be, it does not 
occur to us that they are likely to 
disturb the harmony at present sub- 
sisting between the Company and the 
Marattas. On the contrary, the con- 
tentions for power and influence in 
some of the great members of that 
state, and their natural jealousy of 
cadi other, will prevent that unity of 
action whidi could alone exdte any 
apprehensions of that nature. 

(16-17) Concerning the represen- 49. You will doubdess regulate 
tation of Colond Eyres of incon- your conduct from time to time as to 
veniences from so large a body of our die force stationed on die Vizier’s 
troops being stationed at Anopsheer. northwest frontier as circumstances 

shall require, and take the necessary 
measures for preventing their suffer' 
ing any material inconvenience, or 
being engaged in any disputes with 
the Marattas about the means of 
procuring the ncessary forage. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated the 4th August, 1791. 

(1) Forwarding copies of former 
advices. 

(2) Transmitting proceedings. 

(3 to 15) Detail of military oper- 
tions. 
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(16 to 30) Advising their proceed- 
ings for equipping the. army after 
Lord Cornwallis had been obliged to 
relinquish the siege of Seringapatam. 


(31) Concerning the measures 
taken by the Residents at Poonah and 
Hydrabad 'towards supplying the 
wants of either army. • 


(32) Concerning the claims upon 
the resources of Bengal to answer the 
occasions of the war. 


(33 to 59) Referring to the corres- 
pondence with the Residents at 
Poonah and Hydrabad. 

(60-61) Advising the surrender of 
the forts of Kopaul, Behaudur 
Bunder 9 and Gunjycotah. 


51. We entertain a due sense of 
your zeal for the service in the early 
measures that were adopted after the 
battle of Seringapatam for supplying 
the army with bullocks, and various 
other necessary articles, to enable it 
again to take the field, but which, 
with respect to the bullocks, were 
rendered unnecessary by the exertions 
of die Government of Madras, and 
you have assigned very satisfactory 
reasons for your having deviated in a 
certain degree, in the manner of pro- 
viding these supplies, from the con- 
tract system, a subject which will 
be noticed more at large in another 
Department. 

52. The exertions of the Residents 
at the respective Courts of Poonah 
and Hydrabad towards supplying 
the wants of either army, as contained 
in the proceedings to which you have 
referred us, are entitled to our war- 
mest commendation. 

53. We have read the letters 
referred to in this paragraph concern- 
ing the claims that have been un- 
avoidably made upon your resources 
to answer the occasions of the war. 
But as we have every reason to believe, 
from the dispatches lately received 
from Lord Cornwallis, that the war 
will have a speedy and successful 
termination, you will then be left at 
liberty to make such economical 
arrangements as will restore your 
finances, enable you to furnish the 
necessary sum to the provision of the 
investment, and to discharge the 
arrears upon your civil and military 
establishments. 

54. Already replied to. 


55. Need no reply. 
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(62) Nizam’s peslicush. 


(63) Advising tlic conclusion of 
the negociation with the Poonah 
Durbar relative to the principality of 
Gingernh. 

(64-65) As to the claim upon 
the Rajah of Travancorc 10 for his 
contribution towards the expense of 
the war. 

(66-67) Concerning the capture of 
an Arab snow. 


(68) Advising the return of the 
detachment from Anopshccr. 

(69 to 73) Advising of the Rajah 
of Napaul having attacked the 
Ulmorah Rajah. 


56. We have read die proceedings 
referred to in diis paragraph relative 
to the steps you have taken for pro- 
viding, according to treaty, for the 
due discharge of the peslicush of seven 
lacs of rupees payable to the Nabob 
Nizam Aly Khan. . We remark that 
no proposals, in consequence of your 
advertizement, for effecting this pay- 
ment were made eidier at Calcutta, 
Masulipatam, or Benares. We trust, 
however, that you will have no 
difficulty in accomplishing the point 
through the houses of the Benares 
bankers, Duarkadoss, or Cashmeery 
Mull, or by some other means, as it is 
material that the Nizam should have 
no just cause to complain of our future 
want of punctuality in the regular 
payment of this peslicush. 

57. Already replied to. 


58. This subject will be included in 
our advices to the Government of 
Madras. 


59. You did right in referring the 
final adjustment of the dispute respect- 
ing the capture of the Arab snow to 
Lord Cornwallis. 

60. Already replied to. 

61. We trust that the incursions of 
the Napaul troops mentioned in these 
paragraphs will not affect either the 
Vizier’s or the Company’s interests, 
and we rely upon your exertions to 
prevent the trifling difference said to 
subsist between the Vizier and the 
Rajah of Napaul relative to some 
villages situated near the Bootan hills 
being productive of any serious or 
embarrassing consequences. 
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(74 to 77) Relative to a corres- 62. We approve of the manner in 
pondence that had improperly taken which you have interfered to prevent 
place between the Vizier and die sub- the disagreeable consequences that 
jects of Timur Shaw. otherwise might have resulted from 

the improper correspondence between 
the Vizier and the subjects of Timur 
Shaw. 11 We rely on the continuance 
of your vigilance to check in time any 
measures of the Vizier or his Minister 
that may have a tendency to disturb 
in the smallest degree the tranquility 
of the dominions of Oude. 

(78 to 80) Concerning the probable 63. Already replied to. 
views of the Maratta State in Hindos- 
tan and of Scindia in particular. 

64. Our answer to your several 
letters in the Political Department has 
been necessarily comprized in a short 
compass on account of most of the 
principal subjects being replied to in 
our advices to the Government of 
Madras, and because the far greater 
part of those letters consists of a 
narrative of military operations which 
need no reply. We much approve, 
however, of the details you have given 
us, and you will continue to advise us 
in the most circumstantial manner of 
the various occurrences that may arise 
of a political nature, whether as affect- 
ing your own Presidency in particular, 
or the general government of our 
India possessions, over which you are 
invested with the controul. 


We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

F. Baring / J. Smith Burgess / John 
London, Roberts/Lionel Darell/Nath. Smith/ 

the 25th April, 1792. John Travers/W. Ewer/Wm. Money/ 

Stepn. Williams/Thos. T. Metcalfe/ 
(Duplicate received on 8th October W. Devaynes/Step. Lushington/Thos. 
1792, per King George .) Fitzhugh/T. Pattle/W. Elphinstone. 





Lord Cornwallis receiving the hostage princes 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 19 SEPTEMBER 1792 


High appreciation of the army’s services in the Third Mysore War. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


Our Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. It is impossible for us suflicicndy to express the pleasure and satisfac- 
tion we felt on receiving intelligence of die consequences diat followed die 
splendid and decisive victory obtained by Lord Cornwallis over the army of 
Tippoo Sultaun before Scringapatam on die night of the 6th February last. 
His Lordship’s great and noble exertions in die prosccudon of the war can 
be equalled only by the wisdom which dictated die precise period for the 
cessation of hostilities, and by the mode in which the terms of the pacification 
have been adjusted. We trust diat the moderation which has been displayed 
on the present occasion will make a suitable and lasting impression on die 
minds of all the princes in India, and we even flatter ourselves diat Tippoo 
Sultaun himself, liidicrto die formidable and restless enemy of the British 
interests in India, may be induced from die transactions of the war, and the 
arrangements of the peace, to pursue a line of conduct more consonant to 
his true interest, and that in future we may experience in him a conversion 
from a bitter enemy to an useful ally. Without entering furdier into the 
detailed consideration of the advantages that will result from the late Defini- 
tive Treaty by die valuable territory we have acquired, and die strength which 
has been added to our frontier and diat of our Allies, or of the brilliant 
achievements that preceded it, we request Lord Cornwallis to accept of our 
unanimous thanks for the very great and highly important services he has 
thus rendered to die East India Company. 

2. At die same time, we desire it may be signified to die officers and men 
who shared in die glories of die war diat we entertain a due sense of their 
courage and perseverance during the whole course of the arduous operations 
in which they have been engaged, and in a particular manner we desire it 
to be notified to diem how much satisfaction we have derived from their strict 
attention to good order and military discipline. And as a testimony of our 
sentiments, we have agreed not only to ratify and confirm the gratuity. which 
has been allotted to them by His Lordship out of the money received from 
Tippoo Sultaun, but diat dicy shall be presented with six mondis’ batta in 
addition dicrcto as a manifestation of die sense we entertain of their past 
services. 

3. Although Major General Abercrombie, from Iiis situation of not 
receiving batta, will not be included in the distribution of this additional 
gratuity given by us, we feel the less regret in this respect as by the appoint- 
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ment wc have conferred on him we "mark our approbation of his past, and 
confidence in his future, services. 


London, 

die 19th September, 1792. 

(Duplicate received on 10th March, 
1793, per Swallow.) 


Wc are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

John Travers / Paul Lcmcsuricr / T. 
Pattlc / John Hunter / Step. Lushing- 
ton / Wm. Money / Jn. Townson / F. 
Baring / J. Smith Burgess / John 
Roberts / Hugh Inglis / Thos. Cheap / 
W. Ewer / W. Bcnsley. . 


• 4 

POLITICAL LETTER DATED 25 JUNE 1793 

' ' The Company desired peace, not extension of territory , but no Maralha 
claims based on the title of Vakil-i-Mutlaq to be tolerated — Principles of the 
proposed Treaty of Guarantee with the Marathas and the Nizatn approved — 
No interference if a civil war broke out in Hyderabad — Misconduct of Sindia’s 
vakils at Benares and Broach not to be tolerated— Need to obtain prompt 
payment of Oudli subsidy— Sindia to be approached for the recovery of 
Perrott’s debts. /' •' - 

' POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

OUR Governor General in Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letter to you in diis Department was dated 'the. 19di 
September, 1792. 

2. We have received your letter in this Department under date of the 
3rd September, 1792. 

3. We .have received your letter in, this Department dated the I4di 
October, 1792. 

1 - 4. By the present, opportunity we shall reply to your several letters in 
the Political Department which have been received since the date of our last 
dispatch in that Department of the 25th of April, 1792. 

Answer to the letter iii the Political Department, ' 
dated the 1st December, 1791. 

(1) -Acknowledging* the. receipt of 
the Court’s advices of 6di May, 1-791— 

(2 to .22) In answer to those advices.^ 
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(23) Referring to copies of dicir 
last letters. 

(2-1) Mentions that the detail of 
occurrences will he arranged as usual. 

(25 to 38) Contain an account of 
military operations in the late war. 

(39) Mentions that Lord Corn- 
wallis has expressed his sense of the 
exertions of the Bengal Government 
in providing supplies for the army. 

(•10) Mentions that the contribu- 
tion of the Rajah of Travencorc for 
his proportion of the cxpcnccs of the 
war has been settled at 10 lacks of 
rupees per annum. 

(41 to 47) Mentions that the Nizam 
had deputed his son and his Minister 
to assist at the congress to be held 
for the purpose of arranging the terms 
of peace, and that Lord Cornwallis 
had determined they should be ac- 
companied by Sir John Kennawav. 

(48 to 5S) Advising further mili- 
tary operations Srti. 

(59 — 60) Concerning the repug- 
nance of the Minister at Poonah to 
the appointment of a delegate on the 
part of the Peshwa to assist at the 
proposed congress ; but that at length 
full powers were given to Hurry Punt 
Furkia. 

(61 to 65) Relative to the intention 
of the Poonah Minister of leading the 
Peshwa into the field with a view to 
facilitate pacific ncgociations ; and to 
the probable ground of his relinquish- 
ing that intention. 

(66 — 67) Advising the escape of 
Mr. Drake and four other Europeans 
from Chittledroog. 

(68 to 73) Concerning the appre- 
hensions of the Poonah Durbar from 
the approach of Mirza Ismael Beg 
until he had retired with his army 
from the northern boundary of 
Guzerat. 



Need no reply. 


6. We arc sensible with His Lord- 
ship of the exertions made by your 
Government in providing supplies for 
the army during the late war. 


7. This subject, as you will have 
observed, has been already noticed in 
our letters to the Government of 
Madras. 
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(74 — 75) Mention the manner in 
which Baloo Mcah conducted himself 
previous to his departure from Poonah 
and his request, which had been refer- 
red to Lord Cornwallis, that the Resi- 
dent’s vacheel might be permitted to 
accept from him a village in jaghire. 

(76) Mentions that Mirza Jungley, 
one of the sons of the' late Soujah 
Dowlah/had made his appearance at 
Poonah, and that he received a small 
sum of money, from Sir Charles Malet. 

(77) Recommending that a model 
of a first rate ship of war may’ be sent 
out in order to be presented to the 
Peshwa. 

(78 to 82) Advising the measures 
taken for supplying General Aber- ; 
cromby’s army &ca. 

(83) Advising further proceedings 
concerning the Arab snow captured 
on the Malabar Coast by Captain 
Byron of His Majesty’s ship Phoenix. 


(84) Mentions an application in . 
behalf of the Raunee of Cannanore 
for the release of one of her vessels 
detained at Calcutta, and that die ap- 
plication had been anticipated. 

(85) Mentions that die mother of 
Ragojec Boosla has declared her inten- 
tion of proceeding on a pilgrimage. 


8. Need no reply. 


9. Agreeably to your recommenda- 
tion we shall procure a model of a 
first rate ship -of war, and send it to 
Bombay to be presented to the 
Peshwa. 

10. Need no reply. 


11. From a perusal of the papers 
referred to in this and in the 25th 
paragraph of your subsequent dis- 
patch in this Department of the 25th 
January, 1792, no doubt, we think, can 
remain respecting the legality of . die 
capture of the Arab snow on the 
Malabar Coast by Captain Byron of 
His Majesty’s ship Phoenix. You will 
advise us of the final decision in this 
matter. 

12. Needs no reply. 


13. Upon receiving notice of' the 
intention of the mother of Ragojec 
Boosla, the Rajah of Berar, to proceed 
on a pilgrimage to Benares &ca., you 
acted very properly in giving orders 
that she and her attendants should be 
exempted from the payment of the 
usual duties on such occasions, and 
that the necessary attentions should 
be shewn to her at the different stages 
of her journey. We likewise approve 
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.(86 to 94) Madajcc Scindia, his 
probable political views Sxca. 


of the exemptions from duties on the 
occasions mentioned in the 27th and 
28th paragraphs of your Political Dis- 
patch of the 25th January, 1792. 

14. The papers referred to in these 
paragraphs, and in your subsequent 
letters in the Political Department of 
the 8 tli April and 3rd September last, 
relative to the probable views of 
Madajcc Scindia in his late journey 
to Poonah, have been duly attended 
to. What he might originally have 
proposed to himself by the exertion 
of his influence at diat Durbar pend- 
ing die ncgociation for a general 
peace between Tippoo Sultaun and 
the dircc confederate powers is certain- 
ly at tills period very immaterial to 
enquire. Nor docs it appear to us that 
the late formal investiture of the 
Pcshwah, by Scindia, of the office of 
Vackcel til Mu thick, under die sup- 
posed authority of the deposed Mogul, 
in which Scindia is to act as Naib, 
can be attended with any disagreeable 
consequences to us or to our Allies, 
cidicr immediately or at a more dis- 
tant period. If cither Scindia indivi- 
dually, or any odier member of the 
Marratta Empire who may hereafter 
gain an ascendency in the north, or 
the Marratta State at large, should be 
induced, at any time, to found any 
claim, in consequence of this assump- 
tion of office, diat may be prejudicial 
to the British interests, you cannot be 
furnished with a better line for your 
guidance than is so clearly and expli- 
citly laid down in the instructions 
from the Marquis Cornwallis to Major 
Palmer, our Resident with Madajee 
Scindia, dated the 9th October, 1791, 
and recited in your last mentioned 
dispatch of the 3rd September, 1792. 

15. Considering that Hurry Punt 
Furkia has been represented as the 
leader of the party opposing the 
interest of Madajee Scindia at the 
Court of Poonah, and as the supporter 
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o£ Tookajcc I-Iolkar and AH Baliadre, 
his rivals and principal opponents in 
I-lindostan, we arc not surprised at the 
proposals made by him to Lord 
Cornwallis relative to Scindia before 
tbc separation of the armies referred 
to in the 22nd paragraph of your 
before-mentioned dispatch. His Lord- 
ship's answer upon that occasion was, 
in our opinion, extremely judicious. 

16. But viewing Nanna Furncizc 
as die friend and confidant of Scindia, 
and considering also that tbc exten- 
sion of tbc power of the Poonah Go- 
vernment in consequence of die late 
treaty of peace, if not obnoxious, 
cannot be agreeable to the great Mar- 
ratta brandies of it, and conceiving 
furdicr diat Scindia, by his efforts to 
obtain a permanent and exclusive es- 
tablishment in the Upper Provinces, 
must have rendered himself an object 
of general jealousy, we can have no 
apprehensions diat the present tran- 
quility of our possessions is likely to 
be disturbed by any exertions in die 
support of such discordant interests. 
We arc confirmed in this sentiment 
by the contents of a letter to Sir 
Frands Baring, Bart., our late Chair- 
man, from Sir Charles Malct, dated ■ 
at Poonah die 16th of October last, 
stating the particular points of 
Scindia’s ncgociations at that Court, 
die probability of their not being 
speedily adjusted, and diat in the 
meandme Tockajec Holcar was pur- 
suing the most vigorous measures for 
lessening his influence in die North- 
ern Provinces. 

17. But although from this short 
view of the present situadon of Mar- 
ratta politics, no event inimical to the 
interests of the Company is likely to 
happen, yet it is necessary that die 
most vigilant attendon be paid to dieir 
future negodations and operations. 
If, which is not improbable, the vigo- 
rous prosecution and the glorious ter- 
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(95) Mentions a letter having been 
forwarded to Madajce Sdndia from 
the Nabob of Arcot in acknowledge- 
ment of some attentions paid by that 
chief to some persons employed by 
His Highness in the repairs of Maho- 
medan temples &ca. in the city of 
Ajmere. 

(96 to 105) Contain some intelli- 
gence from the Upper Provinces. 


(106) Advising die, release . of 
Lieutenant Colonel' Stuart from his 
confinement with the.Seiks. 

(107) Concerning the various ap- 
plications from the Marrattas &ca. to' 
the Resident at Benares, 


mination of the late war have excited 
a jealousy of the British power and 
influence, die object of it, namely to 
protect our ally, 1 must have left strong 
impressions of its justice. The former, 
we trust, will be effaced by. the latter ; 
more especially as you will .take every 
opportunity of evincing, both by your 
declarations and by your actions, that 
any further extension of dominion is 
not die object of the Company, and 
diat it is our most earnest wish to 
cultivate and improve die good under- 
standing which so happily subsists 
between us and the Marrattas, and to 
observe the most minute attention to 
the obligations of existing treaties. At 
die same time we wish every pow'er in 
India to be fully persuaded that we 
will vigorously defend our present 
possessions, and diosc of our Allies, 
and resist in die most effectual manner 
every attempt to disturb their tran- 
quility. 

18. Needs no reply. 


19. The intelligence in these para- 
graphs relative to the Upper Provinces, 
though necessary to be recited for our 
information, does not seem to require 
any particular instructions from us. 
You will, however, keep a .watchful 
eye upon the motions of the several 
contending parties so far as it may be 
necessary to enable you to provide for 
the defence of the Vizier’s dominions, 
and the territories of the Company. 

20. Needs no reply. 


21. For the reasons stated in this 
paragraph, we approve of your deter- 
mination that all foreign applications 
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from the Marrattas or others to the 
Resident at Benares should be convey- 
■ ed to him only by the authority of Go- 

' • ' : vernment, or through the channel of 

the foreign Residents. 

(108) Referring : to their proceed- 22. We have read the letter of the 
ings for the particulars of a! breach 4th of August, 1791, from the Resi- 
betweeri the Begum Kullock Sultaun dent at Benares on the subject of a 
and her son Mirza Khurr eem Bukht. breach between the Begum Kullock 

Sultaun and her son Mirza Khurreem 
Bukht,® and approve of Mr. Duncan’s 
: - conduct upon that occasion. 


. . Answer to the letter in the Political Department , 

■ , dated the 25th January, 1792. 

(1) .Forwarding proceedings. . 

- (2 to 12) Contain an account of 
military operations. 

(13) Transmitting copy of a narra- 
tive delivered, by Mr .Drake, formerly 
Midshipman of the Hannibal, and 
other prisoners taken by Tippoo, and 
who had made their escape. 

(14) Referring to a letter from Sir 
John Kennaway to Lieutenant Stuart. 

(15) Referring to a letter from 
Captain Read for a particular account 
of the capture of the garrison of 
Gurrumcondah. 

(16 to 19) Concerning the delays 
of the march of the Nizam’s son and 
Minister to the southward &c. ■ 

(20—21) Of the tardiness' of the' 

Marrattaarmy under Purseram Bhow. 

(22) ' Referring to letters from the 
Resident at Poonah. 

(23) Nizam’s peshctish.' 24. Your late advices by the 

Ganges contain no fresh information 
with respect to the pesheush due to 
the Nizam for the Northern Circars. 

- Those from Madras, however, by the 
same conveyance) have stated that the 
sum due on that account amounted 
in July ;last to' rupees 6,29,500, that 
four lacks in part payment had been 
tendered by .them in August, but 
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(24) Concerning an engagement 
off Mangalore between His Majesty’s 
ship Phoenix and a French frigate. 

(25) Relates to the capture of an 
Arab vessel by the Phoenix on the 
Malabar coast. 

(26) Prosecution of a claim on 
some inhabitants of Benares by 
Madajcc Scindia in die Adauhit there. 


refused at that time by the soucars, 
and that in consequence thereof you 
had come to a determinadon to take 
upon yourselves, the future payment 
of : the current pesheush through a 
Benares soucar, and that the before- 
mendoned balance was to be provided 
for by a payment from the Madras 
treasury. But we had entertained a 
rcasonable.hope that die current pesh- 
eush would be provided for out of the 
increasing resources of that Govern- 
ment. 

25. Needs no reply.' 


26. Already replied to. 


27. Your dispatch in the Political 
Department of the 3rd September, 
1792, has acquainted us that in the 
prosecution of this suit, Scindia’s 
vakeels, and others who call them- 
selves his dependants, had on several 
occasions behaved with a degree of 
indecency and insolence towards the 
Resident and Court of Adawlut at 
Benares which no well regulated Go- 
vernment could suffer, and that a 
number of other Marrattas had also 
within the last two years been guilty 
of many improprieties at Benares. 
We very much approve of the instruc- 
tions that were given by Lord Corn- 
wallis to Major Palmer upon this 
occasion, as contained in the 39th 
paragraph of your last mentioned dis- 
patch, and of your declaration that 
all acts of resistance to our established 
laws, and insults to the officers of our 
Government, should, without respect 
to persons, in future, be severely 
punished. We trust with you that 
Scindia will on his part give such ins- 
tructions to his servants and depen- 
dants as will effectually restrain them 
from affording any further grounds 
of complaint. 
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(26) Relative to the probable views 
of Scindia 6'ca. 

(27 to 33) Relative to tbc treaty 
concluded by Lord Cornwallis with 
tbc Nabob of Arcot &ca. 


(34 to 37) Concerning the im- 
proper behaviour of Scindia’s Aumil 
to the Company’s Resident at Broach. 


(3S to 41) Concerning the beha- 
viour of Scindia's vakeels and other 
Marrattas at Benares. 

(42) Relative to the protection 
given by the Zemindars of Novaga- 
tlalali and Batiaporc, the subjects of 
the Rajah of Berar, to the disaffected 
zemindars. 

(43) Advising the death of Hyder 
Beg Khan, and of the appointment of 
Hussein Reza Khan to be officiant 
Minister, and of Rajah Tickait Roy to 
the head of the finances. 


to hear that Nana Furnaveizc, the 
l’oonah Minister, has shewn himself 
solicitous to preserve against all oppo- 
sition the friendship between the 
Company’s and the Peshwa's Govern- 
ments. 

46. Already replied to. 

47. The subjects mentioned in 
these paragraphs arc included in our 
answer to the letters in the Political 
Department from the Government of 
Madras, to which we refer you. 

4S. We very much approve of the 
terms of Lord Cornwallis’s remons- 
trances to Madajee Scindia concern- 
ing the late insulting conduct of his 
Aumil at Broach towards our Resi- 
dent and factory there ; as Scindia 
has declared his positive disapproval 
of the conduct of his Aumil, we ex- 
pect soon to hear that in consequence 
of the spirit and firmness shewn by 
His Ixirdship in his representations 
upon the subject, both the Peshwa and 
Scindia have made every reparation in 
their power for the injuries that have 
been sustained. 

49. Already replied to. 


50. We trust with you that the re- 
presentation made to the Rajah of 
Nngporc by Lord Cornwallis upon this 
subject will have rendered any co- 
ercive measures unnecessary. 

51. Front die representation which 
has been made to us by Lord Corn- 
wallis of the principles of Hussein 
Reza Khan, appointed to the officiant 
administration of die Vizier’s affairs 
in the room of the late Hyder Beg 
Khan, and of liis disposition to pro- 
mote cordiality between his master 
and the Company, we trust diat die 
Vizier’s subsidy will be discharged 
widi more regularity dian appears 
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■ ■ - ■ from the representations of Mr. lyes 

■ ' to have been the case lately, for we arc 

sorry to observe, by an account current 
• *■ * dated the first of August last, that the 

' •• arrears of subsidy 'amounted upwards 

of seven lacks of rupees. As this sub- 
■ sidy is destined to the payment of the 

troops stationed at Futtyghur and 
Cawnporc you cannot be too urgent 
‘ ; with the Vizier and his Ministers for 

the discharge of the arrears, and that 
the current subsidy may be paid with 
•' “ ■; the same regularity as was experienced 

■ till the latter months of the time of 
Hyder Beg, so that each monthly hist 
, may be completely liquidated by the 
ISth of the. succeeding month as for- 
merly; odierwise the payment of the • 
forces stationed for the defence of die 
. .. ,. Vizier’s territories must inevitably fall 

.. ; , in arrear and the peace and safety of 

, diose territories be consequendy less 
......... , secure than if the troops had no reason 

to complain of want of means for their 
...... , i own subsistence. 

,52. In. the, 32 paragraph- of our letter in the Public Department of the 
20th August,- .1788, we directed you to send us a copy of the correspondence 
deposited in die Resident’s office at Lucknow, and Benares, since the 1st 
January, 1774. In your answer to this paragraph of the 10th March, 1789, you 
gave us reason to expect this correspondence by one of the first ships of the 
then ensuing season. But hitherto that of Benares only' has been' transmitted 
to us. We therefore repeat our former directions upon this subject, and shall 
expect a, complete copy, of the Oude correspondence from 1778 to 1786, in- 
cusive, by the first sea conveyance, after the receipt of this dispatch. , 

53. 'We have received a letter from Mr. Geo. Perrott, formerly of our 

civil service at Bombay, a copy whereof is enclosed, stating that there were 
various sums of mdney due to him' from the inhabitants of Broach and the 
neighbouring pergunnahs at the time of their being ceded to Madajee Sdndia, 
but that he has, riot been able hitherto to, recover a very considerable part 
thereof notwithstanding his constant endeavours by # his agents for that purpose, 
arid soliciting our interference; injbis behalf. , .. 

54. By- the 7th article of- the agreement between the Company and 
Madajee Scindia' in 1785, -effectual; provision is made for the discharge of the 
debts due to individuals at BrOach and its dependencies. We therefore direct 
that the Resident with 'Madajee Scindia be instructed to make representation 
to that chief on the 'general subject of debts due to individuals, and with 
respect to what appears to be due to Mr. Perrott in particular, amounting to 
above rupees 1,18,000, -that measures may be adopted for liquidating the same. 
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[55] • You will of course report your proceedings herein to us, and the 
answer that Madajee Scindia shall give to your representations. 


London, 

the 25th June, 1793. ■ 

(Received on 19th November, 1793, 
per Deptford .) 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

D. Scott / Thos. Parry /-Thos. Fitz- 
hugh / John Travers / Jri. Townson / 
Simon Fraser / Stepn. Williams /R. 
Thornton / John Roberts / W. Devay- 
nes / Thos. Gheap / T. Pattle / W. 
Bensley / J. Smith Burgess / W. Ewer / 
Jacob Bosanquet. . 


ENCLOSURE 
(Vide para 53) 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for affairs of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Gendemen, 

1. It is widi great concern I find myself under the necessity of troubling 
you with my particular concerns, but after a series of unsuccessful endeavours 
in India I am at last compelled to solicit your assistance. 

•. 2. In the year 1759, I had the honor to enter into your civil service on 
the Bombay establishment, and during twenty two years’ service discharged 

my duty to the full satisfaction of those Boards of which I 

member and -with the approbation of your Government of Bombay : 

3. In the year of a very near relation Mr. Baron 

obliged to return to England and 

advantage a long course of service enter to the higher 

situations. At this time ....Broach establishment where a 

Resident naturally engaged me in large and 

subjects of that and the adjoining purg a short notice, to pay 

in full the several consequendy upon my quitting in Dec 

leaving behind me several make, 

management of which Mr at Broach readily under- 
took, for which endeavours, I am gready indebted:; by [but], 

Gendemen, most unfortunately for me, and most unexpectedly, the city of 

Broach with all its depend was within a few months after my 

departure ceded to Mahajee Scindia, whose Aumildars, uncertain as to their 

continuance and jealous of inter raised every possible difficulty 

to oppose recovery of outstanding debts, and in this they obstinately persevered 
notwithstanding the protection provided for recovery of debts due to the 
Company’s subjects in the 7th article of the treaty of cession. When Mahajee 
Scindia took possession of Broach Mr. Cockran was appointed Resident, :and 
notwithstanding the stipulated security, aided by great application oh his 

"N 

- **" . 


80 


POLITICAL letter FROM COURT . 


part, the recoveries made in [the] course of so many years have been only 
rupees 12,821-1-42 on an amount of rupees 120,935-0-61-0. ' 

4. In order, Gentlemen, to avoid troubling you with a circumstantial 

detail of transaction . so long a period, I beg leave to enumerate 

the..... to which you can make reference, which will.... 

and propriety of this application as supported by by orders 

from die Supreme Government of given in consequence by 

Mahajee Scindia himself. 

Committee of Bombay dated the 8di November, 1784, to 

die 

same date to Lieutenant James Anderson, Resident with 

Scindia. 

General and Council to Lieutenant James Anderson, 

dated December 1784. 

ndia to Gopal Row Malhar at Broach, received at 

Bombay bry, 1785. 

Resident at Broach to [the] Chief and Council of 

.June, 1785. 

Board by Mr. under the 30di August 

Letter from die President and Council of Bombay dated the 9th 
September, 1785, to the Chief and Council of Surat. 

Article the 7 th of the treaty entered into by the Governor General 
&ca. widi Mahajee Scindia. 

To these recorded proofs, many of a private nature might be added, all 
which will fully support the opinion declared by Mr. Resident Cockran, that 
to secure payment of the sums due to me Mahajee Scindia should be prevailed 
upon either to treat them in the manner he did widi respect to the private 
buildings at Broach or grant a posidve assignment upon the revenue 
therefore (sic). 

To pretensions so fairly founded I hope I may be allowed to solicit effec- 
tual assistance from your Honorable Court, and I beg leave to assure you. 
Gentlemen, that I could have wished to have avoided troubling you on the 
occasion, in pursuit of which intention I laboured at all possible means of 
recovery by private agency at Broach under expensive establishments and by 
regular applications to the Government of Bombay and the Supreme Govern- 
ment of Bengal, and this I have persevered in for a course of seven years which 
has at length made that nothing less than a interfer- 

ence of your Honorable Court can restore property that has been solely endan- 
gered by that circumstance of public expediency — the cession of Broach and 
its territory. 

I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

London, 

21st February, 1793. George Perrott. 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 5 JUNE 1795 

Policy towards Assam and Nepal commended : hopes of brisk trade with 
Nepal and Tibet — Nawab of Surat's refusal to receive sannd of investiture 
from the Mughal Emperor: absolute worthlessness of such sanads — The 
Company not to tolerate the imposition of chauth upon its territories or sup- 
port its levy on others — Court’s concern over the continued maladministration 
of Oudh — Bombay Government censured for its conduct in the ease of Dady 
Nusserwanji, and with regard to the Maratha Government’s request for a 
temporary suspension of duties on grain. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


Our 


Governor General in Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. Our last dispatch in the Political Department was dated the 25th June, 
1793. We shall now reply in the usual manner to your several letters of the 
following dates, vizt. 


14th October, l 
14th December, J ‘ 


29th January, 
7th March, 

18 th May, and 
1st August, 


M793. 


Answer to letter in the Political Department, 
dated the 14tli October, 1792. 


(1) Acknowledging receipt of 
Court’s orders of 25th April, 1792, 
which will be replied to at a future 
opportunity. 

(2 to 13) Dispute between the 
Rajah of Assam and the Rajah of 
Deringli, and relative to the applica- 
tion of the Rajah of Napaul for troops 
to defend him against die Rajah of 
Lassa. 


2. Needs no reply. 


3. Aldiough we wish you not to 
depart from die general line of policy 
diat has been drawn for your guidance 
for avoiding any interference in the 
disputes with die country powers, we 
ncvcrdiclcss think, under the circum- 
stances that have been stated, dial you 
were justified in the part you have 
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taken in the disagreement between the 
Rajah of Assam and the Rajah of 
Dcringh. The papers on this subject, 
referred to in this and in your subse- 
quent dispatches, have been perused, 
and we have every reason to be satis- 
fied with the conduct of Captain 
Welsh deputed to Assam in the 
execution of his mission. From what 
is stated in your Political Dispatch of 
the 17di January, 1794, respecting the 
Rajah of Dcringh having returned to 
his allegiance, we had entertained 
hopes that the tranquility of that 
country would have been speedily 
restored, and that the commercial 
arrangement proposed by Captain 
Welsh, and agreed to by the Rajah, 
would have been carried into execu- 
tion. But we arc sorry to find by your 
subsequent dispatch of the 18 th 
August last that the detachment com- 
manded by that officer was returned 
within the Company’s districts without 
having effected the purposes of its 
march, and that it was not improbable 
from the distracted state of his 
country that the Rajah might be im- 
pelled to seek refuge for himself and 
his immediate dependants within the 
Company’s provinces, and which you 
had very properly ordered the Com- 
missioner of Coocli Bahar to afford 
him. 

4. We have likewise perused the 
papers relative to the dispute between 
the Rajahs of Napaul and Lassa, and 
very much commend the caution you 
observed upon that occasion in order 
to avoid giving any just cause of com- 
plaint to the Chinese Government. It 
were to be wished that the jealousy 
of the. Napaulers had not prevented 
the longer continuance of Captain 
Kirkpatrick in that country. We have 
great satisfaction, however, in being 
informed by Sir John Shore, in his 
letter of the 10th November, 1793, 
that Captain Kirkpatrick’s visit to the 
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(14) Transmitting copy of Lord 
Cornwallis’s correspondence with, the- 
country powers during His Lordship’s 
absence from Bengal concerning die ', 
war. 


Court of Napaul has conduced ex- 
tremely to remove the shyness which 
till, lately marked the deportment of 
the Napaul Government in its occa- 
sional communications widi ours, and 
we shall rely on the Governor 
General’s assurances, notwithstanding 
die obstacles pointed out in his subse- 
quent dispatch of die 21st August last, 
that he will be watchful to improve 
every opportunity that may offer for 
confirming diis favorable disposition, 
and for opening by diat means new 
channels for die British staples to die 
extensive regions of Thibet. From the 
well known abilities of Captain Kirk- 
patrick we arc persuaded that his 
expected memoir concerning that 
country, referred to in the before- 
mentioned dispatch from the Governor 
General, will afford us great satisfac- 
tion. We ought certainly to have 
received a copy of this memoir either 
by die Sugar Cane or the Nancy , 
especially as the packet by the former 
contained a copy addressed to the 
Marquis Cornwallis. 

5. It is here necessary to observe 
that having attentively perused your 
correspondence with the Resident at 
Benares during the negodation for 
establishing a commercial agreement 
with the Rajah of Napaul, referred to 
in the Revenue Department, we 
approve of the manner in which that 
business was conducted, and of the 
treaty of commerce that has been 
concluded in consequence of that 
negodation. We likewise approve of 
the jaghire of rupees 2,573 per annum 
to Giyrye Missre 1 on account of his 
assistance in forwarding the negotia- 
tion. 

, 6. Needs no reply. - • 
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Answer to the letter in 
dated th'c ,14th 

(1) Enclosing duplicate of- the last 
dispatch. 

(2 to 23) In answer to the Court's 
Political Dispatch of 25tli April, 1792. 

(24) Nizam’s pesheush. 


(25 to 29) Answer to the Court’s 
Political Dispatch of 25th April, 1792, 
concluded. 

(30 to 32) Referring to .the corres- 
pondence with Madras on the subject 
of the Shevegherry expedition &ca. • 

(33-34) Relative to the conduct to 
be observed to the poligars in general. 

(35-36) Relative to the requisition 
of the Nabob of Arcot for an armed 
force from the poligars. 

(37) Relative to tire form of the. 
Nabob’s pprwannahs to his tributaries. 


the Political Department , 
December , 1792. 


> 7. Need no reply. 


8. For the reasons assigned in Lord 
Cornwallis’s minute of the 13th of 
August, 1792, we approve of your 
determination for providing in future 
for the regular discharge at the pres- 
cribed period of the pesheush to the 
Nizam for the Nordicrn Circars 
through your own Government. But 
as this must still be considered as a 
charge on the Presidency of Madras, 
we agree in the propriety of the direc- 
tions that have been given to that 
Government for including it in their 
future statements and for giving you 
credit for its amount upon their 
general books as a supply from your 
Government. We likewise approve of 
the provision that has been made for 
the discharge of arrears of pesheush, 
agreeably to the orders referred to in 
the 61st paragrapah of your Political 
Dispatch of die 18th May, 1793, and 
we furdicr approve of die directions 
which were given upon this subject to 
the Government of Madras as men- 
tioned in the 16th paragraph of your 
subsequent letter of the 31st May, 
1794. 

9. Need no reply. 


10. These subjects arc included in 
.our advices to the Madras Govern- 
ment. 

. 
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(38) . Referring to a report of; 
Messrs. Moubray and Woolf on the 
state of the Nabob’s accounts with the 
Company. 

(39) Referring to the consultations 
for letters from the Nabob and his 
eldest son since the dispatch of the 
Ganges. 

(40) Referring to letters to and 
from Tippoo Sultaun. 

(41-42) Giving an account received 
from Madras of an incursion of some 
poligars into die Daraporam District. 

(43) Mentions that die vackeels of 
Tippoo Sultaun had stated to the 
Madras Government some information 
relative to the misconduct of the 
Talookdar of Duchcrycotah. 

(44) Concerning die improper con- 
duct of certain poligars. 

(45) Referring to intelligence re- 
ceived at different times at Fort St. 
George from die Mysore country. 

(46 to 52) Tanjore. 

(53 to 56) Concerning the treaty 
between the Nabob of Arc ot and the 
Dutch relative to the pearl and chank 
fisheries of Tutocorin. 

(57) Relative to requiring from the 
Rajah of Travcncorc a proportion of 
his revenues for die military expenccs. 

(58-59) Relative to die three 
talooks claimed by die Rajah of 
Travcncorc, but considered by Tippoo 
at the late treaty of peace as belonging 
to the Rajah of Cochin. 

(60-61) Mention die appointment 
of Messrs. Duncan and Boddam to be 
Commissioners to the Malabar Coast. 

(62) Referring to letters, from • Mr. 
Farmer to Major Dow. 




11. As you have declared your in- 
tention of addressing us fully on this 
subject w.e have no directions at 
present to give you relative thereto. 


12. Need no reply. 


13. These subjects are included in 
(• our advices to the Government of 
Madras. 


14. We approve of the proposal on 
the subject of the disputed talooks as 
mentioned in these paragraphs. 


15. We approve of the appointment 
of Messrs. Duncan and Boddam for 
the purposes that have been mention- 
ed. Our opinion and directions on the 
proceedings of the Commissioners on 
die subject of die ceded districts on 
the Malabar Coast, so far as they had 
then been reported to us, are contain- 
ed in our Political Dispatch to 
Governr'^t of Bombay of die. 
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| of which wc have already transmitted 
J you a copy as usual. 


(63) Referring to the correspond- 
ence between the Governor of the 
French factory at Mahd and the Chief 
of Tcllichorry and relative to a district 
near Mah6 claimed by the French. 

(64) Mentions that the Bombay 
Commissioners have been instructed 
to investigate a claim of the Danes to 
the factory at Calicut, and the ground 
on which it stands. 

(65) Mentions a point of naval 
etiquette between one of our ships of 
war and a Portugueze frigate having 
been referred to the Commodore. 

(66) Relative to the rc-cstablisli- 
ment of the Company’s factory at 
Onorc, and of the banksatils at Mirjee, 
Candiporc and Mangalore. 


(67 to 70) Relative to die debt due 
to the Company from the Malwan 
Rajah, and respecting his piratical 
conduct. 


(71 to 74) Relative to the delay of 
Madajee Scindia in forwarding the 
King’s sunnuds of investiture to the 
Nabob of Surat. 


16, The late capture of all the 
French settlements in the East Indies 
has rendered any further discussion 
on these subjects unnecessary. 


17. Need no reply. 


18. We approve of your having 
directed that no steps should be taken 
towards the re-establishment of the 
factory and banksatils mentioned in 
this paragraph until it can be known 
how far Tippoo conceives them to 
extend. 

19. Your subsequent dispatch of 
the 18th May, 1793, lias referred us to 
the complaints of die principal mer- 
chants of Calcutta, of die depredations 
committed on their trade by die 
pirates on die Malabar Coast, in which 
the Malwan Rajah appears to have 
been a principal actor. Wc have al- 
ready given our sentiments on the 
conduct of the aedng Government of 
Bombay upon this subject in our Poli- 
tical Dispatch to that Presidency, a 
copy of which has been transmitted to 
you. Wc trust diat the most effectual 
measures have long since been carried 
into execution, as well for putting a 
stop to similar acts of atrociousness 
as for obtaining a compensation for 
the losses the merchants have sustain- 
ed thereby. 

20. By what motives the late Mada- 
jec Scindia was actuated in so long 
delaying to forward the King’s sunnud 
of investiture to the Nabob of Surat, 
whether for the purpose of procuring 
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an increase of nuzzerana on his succes- 
sion to the mtisnud, or with a view of 
connecting it with, other rights or 
claims of the Mogul Empire in conse- 
quence of any system that may have 
been adopted for the administration 
of the office of Vackeel-ul-M u tlock, 
which by the 5th paragraph of your 
dispatch of the 30th November, 1793, 
is likely to be brought under discus- 
sion, it is certainly at this time im- 
material to enquire. The absolute 
refusal of the Nabob of Surat to re- 
ceive those stinnuds when they were 
at length presented to him, and the 
recent instance of your having declin- 
ed to solicit the King’s confirmation 
of your appointment of Naser-ul- 
Moolk to the Nabobship of Bengal, 
must convince the several members of 
the Marratta State in how little estima- 
tion any pretensions founded on that 
office will be hereafter considered. 
Indeed we think it would be highly 
advisable to embrace the first proper 
opportunity, agreeably to the sugges- 
tion of Major Palmer, our Resident 
with the late Madajee Scindia, to an- 
nounce to the Marratta Government 
the sense we entertain “of any attempt 
in them to prefer claims or to avow 
principles subversive of the indepen- 
dence or injurious to the interests of 
the Company’s Government, in conse- 
quence of their assumed authority 
under the King, or of any supposed 
remaining dominion over Hindostan 
in the descendants of Timur”. Our 
present Governor General, Sir John 
Shore, in his minute of the 7th April, 
1794, appears to have anticipated our 
directions upon this subject by observ- 
ing "that to claims of this kind he 
should at once concisely reply that as 
the Company do not admit the imme- 
diate operation of the authority of the 
Court of Delhy over their possessions, 
they, of course, will not allow the 
exercise of it by delegation ; that the 
claims profess an inadmissible as- 
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(75 to 77) Relative to the com- 
plaints of the Resident at Broach 
against Scindia’s Aumil. 

(78 to 85) • Relative to the proposed 
Treaty ■ of Guarantee between , the 
Company, the Nizam ' and the 
Marrattas. 


sumption of superiority in the Mar- 
ratta States which we will not hear, 
and which a sense of its impropriety 
ought to have suppressed”. 

21. It is necessary in this place to 
observe that we concur entirely in the 
sentiments expressed by Lord Corn- 
wallis in his letter to Sir Charles Malet 
of the 27th October, 1792, and recited 
in the 112th paragraph of your Poli- 
tical Dispatch of the 14th December 
following, respecting the Marrattas’ 
claim of chout; and meaning to im- 
press those sentiments upon your 
minds in the most forcible manner as 
a rule for your conduct upon any 
future occasion of such a demand be- 
ing brought forward, we repeat to you 
what His Lordship has so ably urged 
to our Resident at the Court of Poona, 
that with regard to the presumptuous 
Marratta claim of chout, we wish that 
as far as relates to ourselves it should 
not only be treated with contempt but 
that the Marrattas should also know 
that it can never be mentioned by 
them without exciting our displeasure, 
and it may likewise be proper that 
they should clearly understand that 
we do not look upon ourselves as in 
the most distant degree engaged to 
support them in such a claim upon 
any of the other powers in India. 

22. Need no reply. 


23. In the 39th paragraph of our 
dispatch in the Political Department 
of the 25th June, 1793, we expressed 
our approbation of the principles of 
the proposed alliance. We have since 
perused such parts of your correspon- 
dence upon that subject with the Resi- 
dents at Poonah and Hydrabad as 
have been transmitted to us. From 
your observations communicated to 
us in your Political Dispatch of the 
17th January, 1794, on the alterations 
proposed by the Marrattas on the ori- 
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(86) Relative to Mccr A Hum’s in- 
tended visit to Poonnli on the part of 
the Nizam. 


(87 to 92) Relative to the desire of 
Madajee Scindia for the presence of 
Azccm-ul-Omrah at Poonah. 

(93) Transmitting a copy of Lord 
Cornwallis’s minute respecting an 
acknowledgement to be made to Mccr 
Allum for the services he has rendered 
to the Company. 


(94) Referring to the consultations 
for particulars concerning Runinast 
Khan. 


ginal draft of the treaty submitted to 
their consideration, there appears no 
probability that the negociation will 
be brought to a speedy conclusion. 
We concur however in the propriety 
of those observations and approve of 
your instructions to the Resident at 
Poonah in consequence. But in the 
event of the negociation not being 
terminated by a formal instrument, 
we derive great satisfaction from the 
observation you have made to us, 
"that in the various discussions of the 
former treaty, the meaning of the 
contracting parties has been so far as- 
certained and declared as to leave no 
doubts remaining as to what may be 
deemed an infringement of the treaty, 
or the conduct to be pursued by them 
in that event”. 

24. We observe by the Governor 
General’s letter of the 21st August last 
that Mccr Allum, the Nizam’s agent, 
is arrived at Poona. It will afford us 
great satisfaction to hear diat the 
matter in dispute between the Courts 
of Hydrabad and Poonah have been 
amicably adjusted. We have only 
upon this subject to express our ap- 
probation of the instructions to the 
Residents at those Courts of the 19th 
May, 9th June, 3rd and 28th July and 
8th August last. 

25. Need no reply. 


26, We have perused Lord Corn- 
wallis’s minute of the 17th September, 

1792, referred to in this paragraph, and 
approve of the allowance of rupees 
1,200 per month to Mccr Allum 2 for 
the services he has rendered to the 
Company. 

27. As we arc advised in your 
Political Dispatch of the 28th October, 

1793, that the Nizam has at length 
agreed to relinquish all interference 
between the competitors for the s'*c- 

. .. 



00 


- POLITICAL' LETTER FROM COURT 


(95) Advising that ’ Bulharree was 
delivered over some time ago on the 
"part of, -Tippoo to the officer appoint- 
ed by. the Nizam to receive it. 

(96 to 98) Nizam's peshcush. 

■ (99) Relative to some heavy- guns 1 
presented by Lord Cornwallis to the 
Nizam’s Minister for the service of 
His Highness. 

(100) Advising the acceptance of 
some bills drawn by Captain Dallas 
employed by the Madras Government 
to purchase horses at Hydrabad for 
•their native cavalry. 

(101) Referring to the consulta- 

tions for papers received from Sir 
John Kennaway relative to the 
detachment commanded by Major 
Roberts. . . 

(102) Mentions a passport through 
the Company’s territories having been 
given to Monsieur Raymond to 
enable him to execute a commission 
"for the purchase of sundry articles to 
the amount of a ladt of rupees. 

(103-104) Mention that Tippoo’s 
vackeels had declared their ignorance 
of any English prisoners being in con- 
finement at Gooty of which informa- 
tion of a doubtful nature had been 
received, and that they had promised 
to procure an order to the Comman- 
dant directing him immediately to 
liberate every person of that descrip- 
tion. 

(105) Relative to a person belong- 
ing to the Nizam having with an 
armed force committed depredations 
at a place called Tarmori in Tippoo’s 
country. 

(106-107) Of the precautions " 
taken respecting the hostages. 

. (108) Of the cautious conduct 
observed lest Tippoo should succeed 


cession to Kernoul we have no obser- 
vations to make on the correspondence 
referred to in this paragraph. 

28. Needs no reply. 


29. Already replied to. 


30. Need no reply. 


31. Should there be any just 
grounds for supposing that any of our 
unfortunate countrymen are still in 
confinement in the Mysore country 
you will not fail to make the most 
pressing solicitations to Tippoo Sul- 
taun for their release. 


32. We approve of the instructions 
which were given upon this occasion 
to the Resident at Hydrabad. 




Gooty fort: general view of the chuthi and bastion 
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POLITICAL LETTER FROM COURT, 


(112) Relative to the proposed 
Treaty of Guarantee. 

(1 13 to 1 IS) Of the propriety of the 
Company furnishing the native powers 
with certain quantities of fire arms at 
reasonable prices. 


(116-117) Relative, to the forms to 
be observed on presenting the Com- 
pany’s presents to the Peshwa. 

(118) Mentions that Sir Chas. 
Malet had lately forwarded copies of 
Lieutenant Emmitt’s surveys to the 
Government of Bombay. 

(119) Referring to a narrative from 
William Lee who had escaped from 
Tippoo’s country. 

(120) Mentions the arrival of 
Purseram Bhow at Poonah and his 
reception &ca. 

(121) Sir Chas. Malet authorized 
to receive any pecuniary acknowledge- 
ment that may be offered by the 
Poonah Government for the detach- 
ment commanded by Captain Little 
and to issue it to the officers and men. 

(122-123) Relative to Sir Charles 
Malet’s claim to an andent baronetage 
derived from Charles the 2d. 


of those districts and of Ooniara, who 
are all tributary to the Marrattas, an 
attention and hospitality which 
strongly marked their respect for the 
character of the British nation and 
Government in India. 

36, Already replied to. ' 

37. Although we formerly yielded 
to your representation upon this, sub- 
ject we have long been of opinion that 
our furnishing the neighbouring 
native powers with certain quantities 
of fire arms is by no means repugnant 
to prindples of die soundest policy. 
We shall therefore have great satisfac- 
tion in complying with any indent for 
fire arms from your Presidency, and 
from the Governments of Madras and 
Bombay, with which we direct you to 
correspond upon the subject, in order 
to ascertain with as much precision 
as die nature of the case will admit 
the quantity that may be annually dis- 
posed of at those settlements. 


38. Need no reply. 


39. This claim has been submitted 
to the consideration of the Right 
Honourable Henry Dundas, one of 
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(124-125) Relative to the hostili- 
ties between the troops of Scindia and 
Tockajcc Holcar in die Upper Pro- 
vinces 6’ca.f &ca. 


(126) Relative to a letter written by ' 
the King to Scindia and obtained by 
his vac-heel on the subject of the Ben- 
gal tribute, and stating dint it was un- 
known whether the v 'ackccl had acted 
by the directions of his master or at 
his own instance. 

(127 to 129) Referring to consulta- 
tions for Scindia’s answer to die re- 
presentations of Major Palmer on die 
various causes of complaints against 
Scindia’s officers &ca., and stating it 
as Major Palmer’s opinion that Scindia 
was well disposed to prevent any 
future cause of complaint. 

(130 to 133) Relative to Scindia’s 
claims on some inhabitants of 
Benares. 

(134) Mentions that the report of 
Timur Shah’s intentions to invade 
Hindostan is revived. 

(135) Mentions that the Vizier has 
consented to die Prince’s remaining at 
Benares and to grant him a monthly 
allowance. 

(136) Vizier’s demand for two 
battalions to proceed to Anophshccr 
complied with. 

(137-138) Referring to Consulta- 
tions for a complaint of some of the 
family of the late Hafez Remaut 
Khan against die Vizier. 

(139-140) Mentioning that in 
consequence of a pacification having 
taken place between die Napaul Raja 
and die Chinese, Captain Kirk- 
patrick’s procedure to Napaul is sus- 
pended. 


His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of 
State. 

40. The recent dcadi of Scindia 
must, we suppose, have greatly altered 
the posture of affairs in the Upper 
Provinces ; any reply, dierefore, 
to these paragraphs is now unneces- 
sary. 


41. Need no reply. 


42. Already replied to. 


'x 
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POLITICAL LETTER FROM COURT 


(141rl42) Mention ■ the ' dispute 
with die Rajah of Berar’s officers be- 
ing terminated, the Rajah shewing a 
disposition to punish the offenders. 

" (143) .Military escort recalled from 
Nagpore. 

(144) Stating that Vizieram Rauze 
had paid the full amount of his sub- 
sidy ; but imagine that the vicinity of 
Colonel Cockerell’s detachment had 
assisted in carrying this point. 

(145) Relative to Major Mac- 
donald’s offer to proceed to Europe 
via Egypt for the purpose of discover- 
ing a communication by the Red Sea 
for conveyance of dispatches. 


43. Need no reply. 


44. You will iearn our sen tim ents 
on this subject in our letter to Fort 

St. George dated the in the 

Revenue Department. 

45. In consequence of die en- 
couragement given to Major Mac- 
donald by Lord Cornwallis to under- 
take a journey to Europe By the way 
of the Red Sea for the purpose of dis- 
covering a communication for the 
conveyance of dispatches we have pre- 
sented him with 15,000 rupees. 


Answer to letter in the Political Department , 
dated 29th January, 1793. 


(1) Transmitting consultations and 
duplicate of last dispatch. 

(2 to 8) Reporting the result of l 
Colonel Maxwell’s enquiry into the 
conduct of the Shevagherry Poligar; 
commending the conduct of the Colo- 
nel and of die Government of Fort 
St. George relative to this enquiry, and 
stating die directions given to Fort St. 
George in consequence. 

(9) Mentions that two letters have 
been received from the Nabob of 
Arcot relative to the payment of his 
kists, the orders given by him for a 
provision of goods in the Nellore Dis- 
trict and stating his claims to the 
Shevagherry Pollam. 

(10) Relating to some outrages 
committed by some of the poligars of 
the Carnatic in Tippoo’s districts and 
stating the measures taken by the 
Madras Government in consequence. 


46. Needs no reply. 


47. Our advices to Fort St. George 
contain our sentiments and directions 
f given to that Presidency on these 
I subjects. 
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(11-12) Transmuting copy of 
Tippoo’s correspondence with his 
vachcch and copy of his letter to the 
Governor General denying the claim 
of the French to the district near Malic 
and relative to some points in dispute 
between Tippoo and the Nizam. 

(13) Transmitting paper of intelli- 
gence from Mysore. 

(14-15) Reasons why the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George have not 
thought it advisable to entrust die 
Rajah of Tanjorc with the manage- 
ment of his country. 

(16) Reverend Mr. Swartz's atten- 
tion to the widows and adopted son of 
the late Rajah commended. 

(17) Concerning the conduct of 
Captains Wallace and Douglas and of 
Lieutenant Blackburn with respect to 
dieir interference in the affairs of 
Tanjorc. 

(18) Mentions that the young 
Rajah and the Begums arc arrived at 
Madras. 

(19 to 22) Concerning a misunder- 
standing that has taken place between 
the Rajah of Travencorc and Mr. 
Powncy, the Resident ; and advising 
that General Abcrcromby had been 
requested to employ Mr. Boddam in 
the negociations with the Rajah in 
Mr. Powncy’s stead ; and that die 
projiricty of placing die Residency of 
Travencorc and Cochin under Bom- 
bay would be hereafter considered. 

(23) Advising die arrival of die 
Bengal Commissioners at Calicut and 
of their having commenced the busi- 
ness of their Commission in conjunc- 
tion with die Commissioners of 
Malabar. 

(24) Referring to consultations for 
the answer of Commodore Cornwallis 
on the reference made to him on the 
subject of the dispute with the cap- 
tain of the Portugueze ship. 


48. Need no reply. 


.49. We refer you to our dispatches 
to Fort St. George for the directions 
we have given on these subjects. 


50. We also refer you to our dis- 
patches to Fort St. George for the 
directions we have given on this 
subject. 


51. Need no reply. 
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order and regularity to the govern- 
ment and finances of the province. 
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(33) Stating that Saudit Ally has 
been permitted to reside some part of 
the year near Calcutta, but that lie is 
to be allowed no exemption from the 
jurisdiction of die adawluts and odicr 
ordinary regulations of Government. 

(34) Referring to sundry papers 
relating to die settlement of the 
boundaries between the territories of 
Oude and Benares. 

(35) Transmitting copies of letters " 
from the deputies of the Rajah of 
Napaul. Also copy of Captain Kirk- 
patrick’s instructions on his proceed- 
ing on his embassy. 

(36) Transmitting copy of corres- 
pondence with Captain Welsh on a 
deputation to Assam, also of his ins- 
truedons. 


56. We approve of die terms on 
whidi you have allowed Saudit Ally 
to reside within the Company’s pro- 
vinces as advised in this paragraph. 


57. This subject requires no reply 
at present as you observe you shall 
have occasion to write more fully 
thereon hereafter. 


I 58. Already replied to. 


59. Your short letter in the Political Department, dated die 7di of March, 
1793, requires no reply. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, dated the 18th May, 1793. 


(1) Mendoning the dates of the 
advices of the past season. 

(2 to 6) Concerning die refractory ' 
conduct of Rajah Vizicram Rauzc. 

(!) Advising that the Shevagherry 
Poligar has been restored to his 
pollant. 

(8 to 12) Concerning the Nabob of 
Arcot’s displeasure against some of 
die petty poligars of die Carnatic, and 
his desire to exterminate them and 
stating that die Government of 
Madras have been desired to persuade 
His Highness to adopt more lenient 
measures. 

(13 to 15) Relative to the Nabob of 
Arcot’s complaint against Messrs. 
Kindcrslcy and Torin for the 
embezzlement of die revenues of his 
country. 

(16-17) Referring to a statement of 

- Voi. xvn— 7 


60. Needs no reply. 


61. For our sentiments and direc- 
tions on the subject of these para- 
graphs we refer you to our advices to 
Fort St. George, copy of which will be 
as usual transmitted. 
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political letter from court. 


(59) Referring generally to the 
correspondence with Sir John Kcnna- 
vvay. 

(60) Mentions that the appoint- 
ments of Sir John Shore and Sir Robert 
Abercromby have been notified to the 
country powers ; and the Marquis 
Cornwallis’s intention to remain till 
August. 

(61) Referring to consultations for 
the measures taken for providing for 
the future payment of the Nizam’s 
pesheush. 

(62) Referring to consultations for 
the correspondence with the Commis- 
sioners on the Malabar Coast and 
observing that the subject will be fully 
detailed from Bombay. 

(63) Transmitting copy of instruc- 
tions to Bombay in consequence of a 
reference from Bussora against the 
conduct of the Jews there. 

(64 to 66) Concerning die piracies 
of the Malwans, and stating substance 
of instructions to Bombay on the sub- 
ject, and that on the arrival of Gene- 
ral Abercromby a plan will be imme- 
diately settled for obtaining redress 
and compensation for the injuries sus- 
tained from their depredations. 


(67 to 75) Complaint of the Poonah 
Durbar against the Mayor’s Court of 
Bombay. 


68. Need no reply. 


69. We refer you to the enclosed 
copy of our letter to Bombay for our 
decision on the subject of the late dis- 
pute between the Resident and Factors 
at Bussora, and the Basha of Bagdat. 

70. We have already given our 
sentiments on the conduct of the act- 
ing Government of Bombay respecting 
the piratical depredations lately com- 
mitted on the Malabar Coast, a copy 
of which has been transmitted to you. 
We trust that the most effectual 
measures have long since been carried 
into execution as well for putting a 
stop to similar acts of atrociousness 
as for obtaining a compensation for 
the injuries the merchants have sus- 
tained thereby. 

71. We have perused the papers to 
which you have referred us, and also 
those received from Bombay on the 
subject of a complaint made to the 
Resident at Poonah by the Peishwa’s 
Ministers against the Mayor’s Court 
at Bombay. It is evident, that the 
appearance at Poona..-, of a writ of 
summons from the 'Court, (in which 
consisted the most material part of the 
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(76 to SO) Complaint against the 
Government of Bombay for not com- 
plying with a request of the Marratta 
Government for a temporary suspen- 
sion of duties on grain. 


(81) Referring generally to the 
letters from Sir Charles Malct, 


complaint) addressed to two subjects 
of the Marratta State was neither 
owing to any irregularity in the pro- 
ceedings of the Mayor's Court nor to 
any improper conduct on the part of 
the Sheriff or his officers. 

72. With respect to the conduct of 
Dady Nasserwanjee,* who seems duly 
sensible of the blessings he has 
enjoyed during a long residence under 
the Company’s protection, there is an 
evident want of candor in his pro- 
ceedings against Trientndoss, even 
supposing him to have been in reality 
his debtor, after he, Dady, bad entered 
into engagements with our Resident 
at Poona for an amicable adjustment 
there of his dispute with Tricumdoss 
and Wallubdoss, and had positively 
pledged himself to abide by the award 
which the Resident might obtain. 
But without entering into any further 
discussion on this subject, we have 
only to express our approbation of the 
instructions which were given to the 
Government of Bombay, in conse- 
quence of the opinion of the Advocate 
General of the 2Kth March, 1794, of 
which we received a copy by the 
Nancy packet, and to observe that we 
concur in sentiment with you on the 
indifference shewn by that Govern- 
ment to the representations of Sir 
Charles Malct, our Resident at the 
Court of Poona, in a ease taken up by 
that Cotirr on public and national 
ground. 

73. We likewise concur in opinion 
with you on the conduct of the 
Bombay Government in not comply- 
ing with the request of the Marratta 
Government, communicated to them 
through Sir Chas, Malct, for a suspen- 
sion of duties on grain, and approve 
of the directions that were given upon 
that occasion. 

74. Needs no reply. 
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POLITICAL LETTER FROM COURT" 


(82 to 84) Concerning the state of 
parties at Poona, and quoting Sir 
Charles Malct’s opinion on the 
Marratta claim to the Guyckwar 
territory, and the probable effect the 
enterprize may have on the Com- 
pany’s interests. Mentions also an- 
other subject that may tend to 
encrease the jealousy between Scindia 
and the Marratta Government. 


(85-86) Stating that Scindia’s power 
and possessions, although in no 
danger from any hostile attempts, is 
much on the decline and that Holcar 
has solicited the mediation of the 
Company in the contest between him 
and Scindia &ca., &ca. 

(87) Mentions that the Vizier has 
been dissuaded from visiting Calcutta, 
but that his Ministers have been 
allowed to wait on the Governor 
General, 

(88) Stating the necessity of a re- 
form in the general administration of 
the Vizier’s affairs, and that the sub- 
ject will be taken up on the Ministers' 
arrival. 

(89) Expressing hopes that the 
Vizier will not further molest the 
family of the late Hyder Beg Khan. 

(90 to 98) Containing narrative of 
circumstances attendant on Captain 
Kirkpatrick’s embassy to Napaul, and 
stating the causes of the objects of it 
not being fully effected. Translate 
of the Chinese letter mentioned in a 
former dispatch transmitted. Captain 
Kirkpatrick’s conduct approved. 

(99 to 108) Advising the result of 
Captain Welsh’s deputation to Assam. 


75. The Governor General's ins- 
tructions to Sir Charles Malet, of the 
1st November, 1793, recited in your 
Political Dispatch of the 5th of that 
month, relative to the views of the 
Marrattas on the Guickwar territory 
of Guzzcrat, were very judicious under 
the circumstances in which they were 
given. But we are pleased to find by 
your dispatch of the 30th November, 
1793, that the Poonah administration 
have receded from their exorbitant 
claims upon the territories and pro- 
perty of Govin Row, and by more 
recent advices that this controversy 
has been brought to a favorable ter- 
mination. 


76. Already replied to. 
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The advantage of a commercial inter- 
course with Assam not doubted. The 
ringleaders of the disturbance in 
Assam apprehended. 

(109 to 111) Advising that the duty 77. As we presume it was through 
on pilgrimage at Gyah has been motives of policy that you corn- 
remitted to several persons named, plied with the request of die several 
and their followers, above 1,000 persons named in these paragraphs 
persons. for a remission of the Gyah duties to 

so large a number of pilgrims, we 
acquiesce therein; but you must be 
careful that your indulgences in this 
respect do not afford an expectation 
that the same should be allowed to 
everyone who may dioose to make a 
pilgrimage with a numerous train of 
followers. 

(112) Concerning some depreda- 78. Needs no reply, 
dons committed by Adject Sing in 

the Ramghur District. 

(113) Advising that the Residency 79. For die reasons stated in this 

of Ballasore is withdrawn. paragraph we approve of your having 

abolished the Residency of Ballasore. 

80. The proceedings advised in your Political Letters of the 1st and 13 th 
August, 1793, in consequence of die rupture between Great Britain and the 
French have received our approbation, and we have already expressed our 
satisfaction of the judicious measure which, at the recommendation of Sir John 
Shore, was adopted for fitting out a naval force for the protection of commerce 
against the enemy cruizers. Agreeably to the representation in the last para- 
graph of your letter of the 1st of August, we hope soon to transmit commis- 
sions from the Admiralty authorizing die condemnation of prizes at our several 
Presidencies ; and our Solicitor has been directed to furnish us for the use of 
our respective Governments with die most approved precedents he can meet 
with of proceedings in prize causes which we shall forward accordingly. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Step. Lushington / D. Scott / George 
Tatem / John Roberts / Cha. Grant / 
Abr’am Robarts / Thos. Fitzhugh / 
Chas. Mills / Thos. Parry / Lionel 
Darell / George Smith / James Irwin / 
Paul Lemesurier / Joseph Cotton. 


London, 

the 5di June, 1795. 

(Received on 26th October, 
1795, per Walsingham) 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 3 JULY 1795 

Army thanked for the reduction of Pondicherry — Approval of the firm 
action taken against Ghulam Muhammad Khan of Rampur — Court’s letter 
to the Vazir evincing great interest in Otidh’s prosperity. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

Our Governor General in Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letter in the Political Department was dated the 5th June, 
1795. We shall answer by the present conveyance your several dispatches in 
this Department received in the course of the past season. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated the 13tli August, 1793. 


(1) Mentions the date of the last 
dispatch. 

(2-3) Relative to the disturbances 
in thie Gtintoor Circar. 

(4 to 6) Relative to the proposed 
arrangement for establishing the 
western frontier upon the Coast. 

(7 to 10) Relative to the raising of 
the two additional battalions at 
Madras. 

(11. to 23) Advising of the prepara- 
tions, that were made for the siege of 
Pondicherry. • i 

(24) Relative to the capture of 
Yanam. 

(25 to 32) Mentions the offer of the 
Nabob of Arcot of his assistance in 
the war, and the measures taken in 
consequence. 

(33) Mentions the Nabob halving 

paid the full amount of one year’s 
kist. - 

(34) Advising of the measures for 
restoring the Rajah of Tanjore to the 
management of his country. 


2. Needs no reply. 


3. Upon these subjects, you are 
referred, to our dispatches to the 
Madras Government. 


4. Already replied to. 


5. You are likewise referred upon 
these subjects to our dispatches to the 
Madras Government. We must re- 
mark, however, in this place that we 
have not yet received either from you, 
or from Fort St. George, die answers 
(referred to in the 36th paragraph) to 
the questions proposed, to the Bengal 
and Benares pundits relative to the 
laws of inheritance, succession and 
adoption amongst the Hindoos, so 
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(35-36) Concerning some ques- 
tions put to the Bengal and Benares 
pundits relative to the laws of inheri- 
tance &ca. amongst the Hindoos, so r 
far as they appeared applicable to the 
case of Serfogee, the adopted son of 
the late Rajah of Tanjore. 

(37) Relative to the general system 
for the government of the ceded 
countries on the Malabar Coast. 

(38) Advising of a Bombay vessel 
having been taken by the Subadar of 
Geriah under the pretext of her not 
having had the usual pass, and after- 
wards released on an application to 
the Maratta Government for that 
purpose. 

(39-40) Relative to the dispute 
about the Guickwar Territory. 

(41) Relative to the removal of the 
factory at Bussora in consequence of 
the dispute between the Resident and 
Factors, and the Bacha of Bagdat. 

(42) Mentions the time of the " 
arrival at Bombay of intelligence of 
the war with France, and the orders 
in consequence for taking possession . 
of Mahe. 

(43 to 48) Relative to the Nizam’s 
march to Bider &ca. 

(49-50) Advising of several papers 
purporting to be letters between 
Tippoo and Mulick Essau, a subject 
of the Nizam, relative to the 
surrendering to Tippoo the districts 
entrusted to his .care having fallen 
into the hands of Azeem-ul-Omrah. 

(51 to 57) Relative to the Nizam’s 
claims on Kirnoul. 

. (58) Mentions the Nizam having' 
signified his readiness to support the 
Company in the war against the ■ 
French, should his assistance be 
desired. 


far as they appear applicable to the 
case of Surfogee, the adopted son of 
the late Rajah of Tanjore. 


6. We have already given our 
sentiments on this subject in our 
advices to Bombay of last season. 

7. Needs no reply. 


8. Already replied to. 

9. You will have learned our senti- 
ments upon this subject from our dis- 
patches to the Government of 
Bombay. 


10. Already replied to. 


11. We have not been informed of 
the issue of the enquiry that was to 
take place at Hyderabad relative to 
the authenticity of these papers, and 
of the determination of that Court in 
consequence. 

12. Already replied to. 
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(59) Mentions an application from 
Mccr Allum for an exemption from 
duties on some goods from Benares, 
and that the same had been complied 
with. 

(60) Advising that the Scycham 
[Seychccv 1 ], whose cause was es- 
poused by Madajee Scindia, has been ■ 
reinstated in the full possession of his 
rights. 

(61) Mentions tire suspicions of 
Tippoo that the Peshwa encouraged 
and protected persons in committing 
depredations on his frontiers, which 
was denied by the Marratta Minister 
who gave an unequivocal proof of his 
sincerity. 

(62 to 64) Proposed Guarantee 
Treaty. 

(65) Mentions the answer that was 
given to the Poonah Minister on the 
information he had received that the 
Nizam was increasing his levies, and 
that he had been permitted to procure 
recruits from the Carnatic, vizt., that 
he had not received any such per- 
mission &ca. 

(66) Mentions the arrival at Dar- 
war of Tippoo’s second hist for the 
Marattas. 

(67) Advising the measures for 
expediting the departure of the hos- 
tage princes from Madras. 

(68 to 72) Advising the measures 
that have been taken for adjusting the 
boundary disputes between the 
Nizam, die Peshwa and Tippoo, and 
for adjusting the differences between 
the Company and Tippoo relative to 
some villages ;in the districts- of 
Cauviripour and Veerepatchec.® 


13. Need no reply. 


14. Already replied to. 


15. Need no reply. 


16. In a letter from Sir Charles 
Malet addressed to our Chairman, 
dated 2nd January, 1795, we arc in- 
formed that the boundary disputes 
between the Nizam and Tippoo had 
been totally and amicably terminated 
by an exchange of instruments be- 
tween the agents of both parties. We 
have likewise been advised from 
Madras of the adjustment of the 
differences between the Company and 
Tippoo relative to the villages in the 
districts of Cauviripour and Verre- 
patchee. 
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(73-74) Mentions Tipoo having 
given the most solemn assurances 
that there was not a single English- 
man confined in his dominions to his 
knowledge. 


(75) Mentions the arrival of the ' 
Company’s 3rd hist from Tippoo at 
Kistnagherry. 

(76) Referring to their proceedings 
for intelligence from die Mysore 
country. 

(77 to 80) Relative to the opera- 
tions of Scindia &ca. in the Upper 
Provinces. 

(81 to 83) Mentions die probability 
of the early return of Scindia to the 
Upper Provinces. 

(84) Transmitting a survey made 
by Mr. Hunter, Surgeon to die Resi- 
dency with Scindia, of the Resident’s 
route to and from Ogiene from Agra 
by the way of Gualior. 

(85-86) Mention the arrival at 
Calcutta from Oude of Hussein Reza 
Cawn and Rajah Tikait Roy. 

(87) Mentions die Vizier having 
liquidated his payments to the end of 
June. 

(88-89) Relative to some distur- 
bances created at Benares by the 
agent of Nanna Furnavese, &ca. 

(90 to 97) Assam. 

(98-99) Napaul. 

(100 to 104) Advising the steps that 
were taken in consequence of the 
intelligence of the war with France. . 

(105 to 107) Relative to the grant- 
ing letters of marque and reprisal, 
&ca. 

(108) Recites the minute delivered ") 

in by Lord Cornwallis previous to his 
departure for the Coast. i 

(109) Mentions the return of die 1 
Triton to the Coast. 


17. We hope these assurances may 
be relied on. Should you however 
have any reason to doubt their since- 
rity, you will be unceasing in your 
endeavors to procure the release of 
such of our unhappy countrymen as 
may still be in confinement in the 
dominions of Mysore. 


18. Need no reply. 


19. Already replied to. 


20. This subject is under consi- 
deration. 


'"'yt- 


21. Need no reply. 
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Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated 28th October, 1793. 


(1 to 4) Mention the capture of 
Pondicherry. 


(5) Mentions that the Royal ' 
Charlotte, Warley and Triton sailed 
for China soon after the surrender of 
Pondicherry. 

(6) Mentions that during the siege 
the Nabob of Arcot remitted all 
duties on articles passing to the camp 
bazar, and took every precaution to 
render the supplies regular and 
abundant. 

(7) Relative to the refractory con-' 
duct of the Zemindar of Viziana- 
grum. 

(8) Relative to the debts of 
Mobarcck-ul-Dowla, son of the late 
Hussein Ally Khan. 

(9-10) Relative to the dispute 
between the Resident and Factors at 
Bussora, and the Bacha of Bagdat. 

(II) Engagement between the 
Governor of Bombay and the Rajah of 
Travcncore for the delivery of 5,000 
candies of pepper in liquidation of the 
arrears due from him on account of 
Colonel Hartley’s detachment. 

(12-13) Relative to the Mahva[n] 
piracies. 

(14-15) Mention the surrender of 
Mahc. 

(16 to 19) Referring to papers rela- 
tive to the disputes which have arisen 


22. Upon this subject, we have 
come to the following resolution. 
"Resolved unanimously that the 
thanks of this Court be given to 
Colonel Brathwaite, late Commander 
in Chief of the forces at Madras, and 
to the officers and soldiers under his 
command, for their good conduct 
and the important services rendered 
to the Company by them in the reduc- 
tion of Pondicherry, and . that the 
same be communicated to them in 
public orders.” 


23. Need no reply.. 


24. Will be replied to in our Reve- 
nue Dispatch to Fort St. George. 


25. Replied to in our orders to 
Bombay. 

26. Will be replied to in our advices 
to Bombay. 


27. Already replied to, 

28. Need no reply. 

29. We observe by the Governor 
General’s instructions to Captain 
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be ovecn the Coorga Raja and Tippoo 
on the subject of their respective 
boundaries. 


(20-21) Mention the arrival of " 
Tippoo's last kist for the Allies at 
Gurramcondah. 

(22) Referring to papers for intelli- 
gence from the Mysore country. 

(23-24) Respecting the Nizam’s " 
March to Bidder, and his views on 
Kccrnoul. 

(25-26) Relative to the Guzzerat 
territories. 

(27) Forwarding a copy of Lord" 
Cornwallis’s letter to the Vizier on the 
necessity of reforming the adminis- 
tration of his finances, and retrench- 
ing his own personal expenses. 

(28) Mentions die Dutch Govern- 
ment at Columbo having solicited aid 
in consequence of their apprehensions 
of being attacked by the French, and 
that aid has been promised, should it 
be hereafter necessary. 


Dovetori of die 27th March, 1794, 
given on a supposition that he was to 
proceed to Seringapatam, that he was 
not to introduce any discussions rela- 
tive to the claims of the Coorga 
Rajah, as the Rajah himself seemed 
by no means inclined to invite, or 
even to wish, our interference. We 
have not been advised of the final 
settlement of this business, nor of the 
adjustment on the various other 
points contained in Mr. Doveton’s 
instructions, upon which we direct 
you will specifically report to us. 


30. Need no reply. 


31. Already replied to. 


32. Need no Reply. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated the 5th November, 1793. 


(1 to 3) Guickwar territory. 

(4 to 6) Advising the resignation 
of Sir John Kennaway of the Resi- 
dency of Hydrabad, and of the 
appointment of Captain W. Kirk- 
patrick thereto. 


33. Already replied to. 

34. We approve of the appoint- 

ment of Captain W. Kirkpatrick to 
be Resident at Hydrabad, in the 
room of Sir John Kennaway, of whose 
able and judicious conduct in the 
execution of that office we entertain 
the highest opinion. ”, 
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(7 to 14) Relative to the equipment 35. Already replied to. 
of a naval force for the general pro- 
tection of trade. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department , 
dated the 16 November , 1793. 


(1 to 6) Relative to the naval 
armament fitted out for the protec- 
tion of trade against the depredations 
of the French cruizers. 

(7) Mentions a report of two 
French privateers being off Ceylon 
about the end of September. 

(8) Transmitting copy of an appli- 
cation from the Commanders of the 
Indiamen ordered on service against 
the French cruizers, and the Board's 
resolution thereon. 


36. Already replied to. 


37. Needs no reply. 


38. We approve of your resolution 
of the 16th of November, 1793, upon 
the application, from the Commanders 
of the William Pitt, Pigot and 
Houghton. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated 30th November, 1793. 


(1-2) Mention the date of the last' 
dispatch, and acknowledging the 
the receipt of the Court’s letter of the 
25th June, 1793. 

(3 to 7) In answer to the said letter. . 

(8) Advising that the Marquis 
Cornwallis considered the proprietory 
right of the three small talooks be- 
longing to the Rajah of Travancore, 
and included in the statement of 
Tippoo’s cessions to the Company, too 
doubtful to serve as a ground for 
persisting in the claim upon Tippoo 
for a compensation for them, thinking 
at the same time that they should be 
left in the possession of the Rajah of 
Travancore. 


f 39. Need no reply. 


40. This subject will naturally be 
adverted to when we enter into the 
consideration of the final meeting of 
the Malabar Commissioners, and 
your resolutions thereon. 


(9) Guaranty Treaty. 41. Already replied to. 

(10) Mentions the Oude kists since 
the succession of Hosscin Riza Khan 
to the office of Minister on the demise - 
of Hydcr Beg having been paid with 
regularity. 



3 jtiLY 1795 


111 


(11) That particular enquiry is 
making for the Oude correspondence 
between the years 1778 and 1786. 

(12) Mentions that the Court’s * 
orders on the subject of the claims on 
the inhabitants of Broach will be duly 
attended to. 


42. Need no reply. 


(13-14) Guickwar territory. 

(15-16) Relative to the naval arma- 
ment fitted out from Calcutta for the r 
general protection of trade against 
the French cruizers. 


43. Already replied to. 


Answer to the letter m the Political Department, 
dated 17th January, 1794. 


(1) Political occurrences since the 
last dispatch will be detailed under 
distinct heads. 


(2-3) Relative to the adjustment 
with Tippoo of a point concerning 
some villages in the talook of Sola- 
gurry. 

(4 to 9) The remaining undecided 
points related to a watercourse of the 
Caveri, and to the transfer of certain 
villages belonging to Caroor. 

(10 to 20) Relative to some villages 
claimed from Tippoo by the Nizam, 
and which claim occasioned a delay 
in the departure of the hostage 
princes. 

(21 to 24) Relative to the Nizam’s 
march to Bidder, and his negociations 
with the Peshwa and Madajee 
Sdndia. 

(25-26) Relative to the repeated 
delays of the Nizam in the payment 
of the detachment belonging to the 
Company serving in his dominion, 
and to die renter who was supposed 
to have fled from the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, and to have taken refuge in 
ours. 


44. We direct that for the sake of 
perspicuity your political occurrences 
be stated to us, in your future dis- 
patches, under separate heads, agree- 
ably to the mode pointed out in this 
paragraph. 


45. These points, you will observe, 
are discussed in our Political Dispatch 
to the Government of Madras. 


46. Already replied to. 


47. We approve of your directions 
to the Resident at Hydrabad on the 
subject mentioned in these para- 
graphs. 


X 
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(27 to 35) Guaranty Treaty. 

(36) Maratta claims on the Guick- 
war territories. 

(37-38) Relative to an urgent appli- 
cation from the Peshwa for a remission 
of the sentence of death which had 
been pronounced upon a Bramin at 
Bombay before the Mayor’s Court for 
a murder. 


(39) No reason to apprehend any 
interruption to the good understand- 
ing subsisting between, the Company 
and the principal powers in Hindostan. 

(40) Mentions an application from 
the Nabob of Arcot to purchase the 
military stores and guns taken at 
Pondicherry, the resolution of the 
Governor General in Council to com- 
ply therewith, and the direction to 
the Madras Government to dispose of 
such of them to His Highness as were 
not wanted for the Company’s use. 

(41-42) Mention the representa- 
tions from the Nabob of Arcot relat- 
ing to the polygars who by the terms 
of the treaty concluded by Marquis 
Cornwallis now pay their revenue to 
the office of the Company at Madras. 

(43) Relative to the adjustment of 
the Nabob’s accounts with the Com- 
pany. 

(44) Mentions the receipt of the 
report of the proceedings of the Com- 
missioners in the Malabar Coast, and 
the return of Mr. Duncan to Bengal. 

(45 to 48) Importance of Cochin to 
the security of the southern territories 
on the Malabar Coast, and recommen- 
dation to obtain it, by purchase or 
otherwise, from the Dutch. 


48. Already replied to. 

49. We were prevented from apply- 
ing to the Crown for the pardon of 
the person mentioned in these para- 
graphs on account of the Government 
of Bombay not having acquainted us 
with- the name of the party or fur- 
nished us with a copy of the proceed- 
ings on the trial. . They have been 
directed to supply these deficiencies 
that we may be able to submit the 
Peshwa’s request to the determination 
of His Majesty. 

50. Needs no reply. 


51. We approve of the directions 
which were given to Madras on the 
subject mentioned in this paragraph. 


52. We refer you in a special man- 
ner to our opinion and direction at 
large upon this subject contained in 
our dispatch in the Political Depart- 
ment to the Government of Madras, 
dated the 10th June last. 

53. This subject is also alluded to 
in that dispatch. 

54. Needs no reply. 


' 55. The suggestions contained in 
these paragraphs relative to die impor- 
tance of Cochin to the security of 
our southern territories on the Mala- 
bar Coast will be attended to. - 
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(49) Referring to a letter from the 
Rajah of Travancore containing pro- 
posals for a more intimate connection 
and alliance with the Company. 

(50) Conduct of the Rajah of 
Travancore in not supplying the Com- 
pany with pepper agreeably to his 
contract. 

(51) Concerning the depredations 
of certain pirates residing in . the 
Gulph of Cambay, and the Bombay 
Government being authorized to 
employ their cruizers in destroying 
the boats of these pirates. 


(52) Concerning the intention of 
Admiral Cornwallis to return with the 
Minerva to Europe. 

(53 to 57) Assam. 

(58-59) Napaul. 

(60) Referring to the muster rolls 
and general returns of the crews on 
board the squadron under the com- 
mand of Commodore Michell. 

(61) Relative to a report of the 
French having captured Bencoolen. 

(62) Transmitting copy of a letter 

from Captain Michell. ^ 

(63) Transmitting copy of a letter 
from the Secret and Superintending 
Committee at Canton. 

(64) Transmitting copy of an 
application from the Governor and 
Council of Batavia for naval aid for 
the protection of their trade. 


56. We have not yet been advised 
of your sentiments upon this subject. 


57. Already replied to. 


58. We approve of your having 
authorized the Government of 
Bombay to employ their cruizers in 
destroying the boats of certain pirates 
residing in the Gulph of Cambay in 
consequence of the merchants of that 
Presidency having been exposed to 
their depredations, and we trust that 
the measure has proved successful. 

59. Needs no reply. 


60. Already replied to. 


61. Need no reply. 


62. Your short letter in the Political Department of the 20th January, 
1794, relating to Captain Mitchell’s squadron requires no particular reply. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated the 13th February, 1794. 

(1) Mentioning the date of last 63. Needs no reply, 
dispatch. 

Vol. XVII— 8 
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(2 to 6) In detail of .the circums- 
tances which induced them to autho- 
rize the departure of the hostage 
princes to Seringapatam. 

(7) Forwarding copies of two 
letters from the Nabob of Oude to the 
King and Court of Directors. 


(8) Referring to a paper in the ' 
packet for intelligence relative to 
French privateers under equipment 
from the Isle of France. 

(9) Mentions the sailing of Admi- 
ral Cornwallis from Bombay, 12th 
January, 1794. 


64. We approve of your having 
authorized the departure of the host- 
age princes to Seringapatam under 
the .circumstances stated in these 
paragraphs. 

65. We have written an answer to 
the letter we received from the Nabob 
of Oude and have forwarded it in the 
packet to be presented to His Excel- 
lency by the Resident at Lucknow. A 
copy of this letter is enclosed. 


66. Need no reply. 


67. Your letter of the 15th February, 1794, is entirely upon the subject 
of the entrance of some Burma troops into the province of Chittagong. As it 
has since appeared that these troops had no hostile intention, we have only to 
express our approbation of your proceedings upon this subject reported in this 
dispatch and in your subsequent advices. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department , 
dated the l Oth March, 1794. 


(1 to 4) Advising , the death of 
Madajee Sdndia, and the succession 
of Dowlut Row, his adopted son ; but 
declining to offer any conjecture on 
the effect which Sdndia’s death may 
produce upon the Maratta powers, or 
interest, in Hindostan. 

(5 to 8) Referring to two letters 
from the Resident at Hydrabad to 
shew the disposition of the Nizam to 
qualify or retract his acquiescence in 
die return of the hostage princes ; but 
that the terms of acquiescence would, 
not admit of a doubtful construction ; 
and mentioning that preparations 
were making at Madras lor their 
Immediate return. 


68. Already replied to. 


69. Need no reply. 
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(9) On the construction and extent 
of the 7th article of the Treaty of 
Scringapatam relative to the descrip- 
tion of refugees to be delivered up by 
die contracting parties respectively. 

(10) Referring to a minute of the 
Governor General relative to the future 
management of the province of 
Benares. 

(11 to 16) Relative to the entrance 
of die Burma troops into die Chitta- 
gong District. 

(17 to 21) Forwarding copy of a 
representation from the committee 
of merchants relative to die defence- 
less state of die maritime commerce 
from the want of a sufficient naval 
force to protect it, but diat no deci- 
sion has yet been passed on the sub- 
ject. 

(22-23) Advising that the squadron ' 
under Commodore Mitchell left Rhio 
near die straits of Sincapore about the 
middle of January. 

(24-25) Apologizing for not trans- 
mitting the report &ca. of the Com- 
missioners on the Malabar Coast. 


70. This subject is adverted to in 
our Political Dispatch to Fort St. 
George. 


71. Replied to in the Judicial 
Department. 


72. Already replied to. 


73. We approve of your resolution 
upon this subject advised in your 
subsequent dispatch of the 15th May, 
1794. 


f 74. Need no reply. 


Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
elated the 15th May, 1794. 


(1) Mentions the date of the last 
dispatch. 

(2) Mentions diat the Madras 
Government have concurred with 
them in the construction of 7th 
article of the Treaty of Seringa- 
patam. 

(3 to 5) Defence of the western 
frontier in the Carnatic. 

(6 to 8) Mention their having 
required of the Government of 
Madras plans of all forts and fortifi- 
cations &ca. 


75. Need no reply. 


76. Will be replied to in a separate 
dispatch to the Government of 
Madras. 

77. Need no reply. 



■116 


POLITICAL LETTER FROM COURT 


(9) Referring to their instructions 
to the Governor and Council of 
Bombay relative to the fortifications of 
Paulgatchcrry and Cannanorc. 

(10 to 13) Transmitting copies of 
die proceedings and report of the 
Commissioners deputed to the pro- 
vince of Malabar, and referring to die 
Governor General’s minute, and reso- 
lutions and instruedons in conse- 
quence. 

(14-15) Referring generally to die 
correspondence widt Captain Dove- 
ton and die Residents at Poona and 
Hydrabad, and to die Governor 
General’s minute of die 7th April 
containing a general review of our 
political situation in respect to the 
Marattas, die Nizam, Tippoo Sultaun, 

' and die nordiern powers of Hindos- 
tan. 

(16 to 20) Advising the departure' 
of the hostage princes from Madras 
on 27di February, 1794, their safe 
arrival and reception &ca., &ca. 

(21) The weak administration and 
inconsistent conduct of Azeera-ul- 
Omra, and the impolicy of his nego- 
tiations with die late Mahajec 
Sdndia, and the probable conse- 
quences of his controversial discus- 
sions with die Peshwa, have been . 
already pointed out, and is confirmed 
by the present correspondence. 

(22) Mentions the confirmation of 
Secunder Jah, the minor son of the 
late Dorah Jah, in his father’s right ; 
and the investiture of Dowlat Row 
Scindia, with a ceremonial reservation 
-on the part of the Peshwa, expressive 
of that cautious reserve which on all 
occasions marks the character of his 
Government. 

(23) Lieutenant Michie deputed 
with a proper escort, to convey the 


78. Will be replied to in a sepa- 
rate dispatch to the Government of 
Bombay. 

79. The papers referred to in these 
paragraphs arc so extremely volumin- 
ous that we have not had leisure to 
consider them with the attention they 
deserve. We shall however by a 
future opportunity communicate our 
sentiments thereon to die Bombay 
Government. 

80. We have perused the papers 
referred to in these paragraphs, and 
particularly the very able minute of 
the Governor General of the 7th 
April, 1794. But in addition to the 
observations contained in our last 
dispatdi in this department of 
the 5di June, 1795, on the various 
points of your political correspon- 
dence, we have no instructions to give 
■you at present. 


81. Need no particular reply. 


82. Needs no reply. 


83. By a letter from Sir Charles 
Malet to our Chairman, dated Poonah, 
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jewels of die late Ragobah to Poonah 
by die way of Benares and Bundul- 
cund. 


(24) Advising of their determina- 
tion to continue die Residency at the 
Court of Scindia’s successor, provided 
he shall desire it. 


(25) Mentions Mr. Cherry having 
succeeded Mr. Ives as Resident at 
Lucknow. 

(26) Of die possible intention of 
the King to leave Delhy and take re- 
fuge widi the English and Vizier, 
and their instructions in consequence. 


(27 to 28) Relative to the endeavors 
of the Marquis Cornwallis and Sir 
John Shore to prevail on the Nabob 
Vizier to make arrangements for 
the internal administration of his 
country. 


(29 to 32) Assam. 

(33 to 35) Burmas. 

(36 to 38) Advising their resolu- 
tions on the application of the mer- 
chants relative to the general protec- 
tion of trade. 

(39) Transmitting the following 
original letters and translations from 
the Nizam to His Majesty. 

From Munny Begum to the Com- 
pany. 

From the Nabob of Bengal to the 
Court of Directors. 


die 2d January, 1795, it appears that 
these jewels had not dien reached 
that place, but diat they were detain- 
ed at Benares in expectation of an 
escort from Ally Behauder. We hope 
however soon to hear of .their safe 
arrival. 

84. We approve of the instructions 
to Major Palmer upon this subject. 
We observe by the 40th paragraph of 
your subsequent dispatch of the I8th 
August, 1794, that Dowlat Row 
Sdndia has expressly signified his 
wishes for the continuance of the 
Residency. 

85. Needs no reply. 


86. We approve of your instruc- 
tions upon this subject for the Resi- 
dent to adhere to the directions given 
by Lord Cornwallis to Mr. Ives on 
the 16di May, 1788, on a similar occa- 
sion. 

87. We trust to be soon advised 
that His Excellency and his Minister 
have profited by your repeated friend- 
ly admonition and recommendation 
for the better arrangement of the 
internal administration of his country. 
We have taken occasion to advert to 
this subject in our letter to the Nabob 
which accompanies this dispatch. 


88. Already replied to. 


89. The former has been presented 
to His Majesty. Upon the two latter 
we have already given you instruc- 
tions. 
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Answer to the letter in the Political Department, 
dated 31st May, 1794. ■ 


(1) Mentions the date of the last 
dispatch. 

(2-3) Polygars. 


(4) Referring to a representation 
from the Nabob of Arcot of the con- 
duct of the Commanding Officer of 
the troops at Tritchinopoly. 

(5) Referring to their correspon- 
dence with Fort St. George for the 
latest intelligence from Mysore &ca. 

(6-7) Mentioning an error in one 
of the counterparts of the late treaty 
with Tippoo delivered by the Nizam, 
but considered of no consequence. 

(8) Of the sense entertained by 
Tippoo of the kind treatment of his 
sons. 

(9) Concerning a report of the 
Peshwa’s intention to meet Bajeerow, 
the son of the late Raganaut Row; 
and another report that ill will be- 
tween the Poonah Minister and Azim 
ul Omrah had arisen to the height of 
putting a stop to the continuance of 
letters. 

(10 to 14) Relative to the points in 
litigation between the Nizam and the 
Peshwa, and the instructions to the 
Resident at Hydrabad in conse- 
quence. 

(15-16) Nizam’s peshcnsh. 

(17-18) Referring to Sir Charles 
Malet’s correspondence &ca. relative 
to die cattle, packsaddles, and other 
articles provided by him in the late 
war. 


90. Needs no reply. 

91. We have already referred you 
to our directions upon the general 
subject of the polygars, contained in 
our Political Dispatch to the Govern- 
ment of, Madras of the 10th June. 

92. The letters which we have 
hitherto received from die Govern- 
ment of Madras are silent upon this 
subject. 


93. Need no reply. 


94. We have already signified our 
approbation of the instructions given 
from time to time to the Residents 
at Poonah and Hydrabad on the 
subject of the dispute between the 
Nizam and the Peshwa. 

95. Already replied to. 

96. Having, perused the papers 
referred to upon this subject, we con- 
cur with you in the opinion you have 
formed of the zeal and fidelity of 
Sir Charles Malet’s conduct in the 
provision of sundry articles for the 
army during the late war. 
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(19) Forwarding copies of the late 
correspondence with die Resident at 
Lucknow which contains nothing of 
any consequence. 

(20) Burmahs. 

(21-22) Assam. 


97. Needs no reply. 


98. Already replied to. 


Answer to letter in the Political Department , 
dated 18tli August, 1794. 


(1) Transmitting copies of the last 
dispatches. 

(2 to 6) Zemindarry of Vizianagrum. 

(7-8) Rajah of Ramnad. 

(9) Mentions the orders that have 
been issued for destroying die whole 
of the public buildings at Pondicherry 
diat could be serviceable in the re- 
establishing a military force diere. 

(10 to 12) Relative to the conduct 
of the Bombay Mayor’s Court in 
issuing a writ of summons to two 
subjects of die Maratta State residing 
at Poonah. 

(13-14) Concerning the doubts 
which had arisen at Bombay upon 
die legality of trying British subjects 
by any other mode than by the courts 
established by die laws of England. 

(15) Mentions their having autho- 
rized die establishment of two Com- 
mercial Residencies at Mahe and 
Calicut. 

(16-17) Transmitting sundry papers 
received from Bombay relative to 
concessions made to the northern 
Rajahs of the Malabar provinces by 
the late Supravisor Mr. Palmer. 

(18 to 22) Captain Doveton’s mis- 
sion to Tippoo, his personal allow- 
ances &ca. 


99. Needs no reply. 

100. Will be replied to in our 
Revenue Dispatch to Fort St. George. 

101. Already replied to in our Poli- 
tical Dispatch to that Presidency. 

102. We very mudi approve of the 
orders that were issued upon this sub- 
ject. 


103. Already replied to. 


104. These subjects will be includ- 
ed in our general reply to the volu- 
minous papers that have been trans- 
mitted to us relative to the provinces 
of Malabar. 


105. Replied to in our Political 
Dispatch to Fort St. George. 
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(23 to 28) Dispute between the 
Peshwa and the Nizam and the ins- 
tructions in consequence. 


(29 to 39) Relative to a negotiation 
intended to counteract a supposed 
design of die Malirattas to possess 
dicmselves of the province of Cambay, 
as well as, under, certain circums- 
tances, to obtain a transfer of diis 
port and town, with the territories 
attached to it, to the Company. 

(40) Mentions that Dowlat Row 
Scindia has expressly signified his j 
wishes for die continuance of die 
Residency. 

(41-42) Referring to their corres- 
pondence with die Resident at 
Lucknow for information relative to 
affairs in die Vizier’s country. 

(43 to 50) Mentions the death of 
die Nabob Fyzoola Khan, and die 
measures in consequence. 


(51) ' Concerning an application 
made by Shah Allum for die assis- 
tance of the Nabob Vizier to relieve 


106. We have in our last dispatch 
in this department (as before observ- 
ed) expressed oiir approbation of the 
general tenor of your instructions to 
the Residents at Hydrabad and 
Poonali on the subject of the dispute 
between the Peshwa and the Nizam. 
We arc sorry to observe by a letter 
from Sir Charles Malct of the 2nd 
of January last, addressed to our 
Chairman, that a considerable 
Maliratta force had actually taken the 
field, and the various members of 
that Confederacy were preparing to 
join them. Sir Charles Malct how- 
ever gives us some reason to hope 
diat matters may still be accommo- 
dated between die parries without 
coming to hostilities. 

107. We concur entirely in the 
propriety of your reasoning upon diis 
subject, and approve of die instruc- 
tions you have given to die Govern- 
ment of Bombay, and to Sir Charles 
Malct. 


k 108. Already replied to. 


109. We entirely agree in the pro- 
priety of your reasoning and decision 
on the subject of the jaghtre which 
the late Nabob Fyzoola Khan held, in 
Rohilcund, and approve of the advice 
which was given to the Nabob Vizier 
relative to the adjustment to be made 
with his successor Mahomed Ally 
Khan. 

110. We have already signified our 
approbation of your having directed 
the Resident at Lucknow to be 
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him from his present embarrassments, 
and restore his authority. 


(52-53) Assam. 

(54 to 57) Burmahs. 

(58) Mentions the arrival of a ' 
vakeel from Rajah Cheit Sing, but 
that he was not admitted in such 
character. 

(59) Transmitting information re- 
lative to Commodore Mitchell’s 
squadron. 


governed by the instructions which 
his predecessor received from Lord 
Cornwallis in all cases s imil ar to that 
stated in this paragraph. 

111. Already replied to. 


112. Need no reply. 


113. We have already signified our approbation of your decision relative 
to the succession of Mahomed Ally Khan to the jaghire held by his late father 
Fyzoola Khan in Rohilcund, as advised in your Political Dispatch of the 
18th August, 1794. And having perused with great attention the papers which 
accompanied your subsequent dispatch of the 28th of that month, we must 
extend that approbation in the fullest manner to your resolutions and 
proceedings in consequence of the severe treatment of Mahomed Ally, and 
the usurpation of his brother Golaum Mahomed Khan. Although we have 
not yet received from you any account of the actual commencement of 
hostilities between the Company’s troops and those of die Rohillas, the 
Government of Bombay have lately transmitted to us, overland, copy of the 
Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary of the 7th November, 1794, containing an 
account of the action with the Rohillas on the 26th of the preceding month. 
And notwithstanding we have to regret the loss of several gallant officers who 
fell upon that occasion, we have great pleasure in observing that the victory 
obtained by die bravery of the troops under the command of Sir Robert 
Abercromby appears to have been decisive. Judging from die propriety and 
energy of your former proceedings in this unfortunate business, we make no 
doubt that the final settlement thereof will equally redound to the credit of 
your Government, and to the future peace and security of the countries under 
the dominion of the Nabob Vizier. 


London, 

the 3d July, 1795. 

(Received on 23rd February, 1796, 
■per Fort William.) 


We are, 

Your affectionate friends. 

Step. Lushington / D. Scott / Lionel 
Darell / Thos. T. Metcalfe / Thos. 
Parry/Abra’m Robarts/Simon Fraser/ 
Hugh Inglis / W. Davaynes / James 
Irwin/Cha. Grant/George Smith/Paul 
Lemesurier / Joseph Cotton / George 
Tatem. 
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ENCLOSURE 
( Vide paragraph 65) 

To His Excellency the Vizier U1 Momalik Hindostan Assuf Jah Nowab 
Assuf Ud Dowlali Yehcha Khan Bchaudur Huzzubbcr Jung, 
Soubadar, of Oudc &ca., &ca. 

1. We have been made happy in the receipt of die letter which Your 
Excellency addressed to us on the departure of the Most Noble .the Marquis 
Cornwallis, our late Governor General. In trudi die interest which. His Lord- 
ship appears to have had in Your Excellency’s prosperity might well call forth 
your acknowledgement th[anking] in high terms of commendation. His 
Lordship has conducted himself towards Your Excellency as to a friend in 
whose prosperity lie was peculiarly interested, and the salutary advice he has 
from time to time offered Your Excellency respecting die general management 
of your affairs will have its proper impression on Your Excellency’s mind. 
With equal confidence may Your Excellency rely on the kind disposition to- 
wards you of Sir John Shore ; and every succeeding Governor General will be 
instructed to consider you as die friend of die Company. It will readily occur 
to Your Excellency’s enlightened mind that die best return you can make to 
such a succession of kindness is to incline a favorable car to die representa- 
tions diat have been submitted to you ; and we arc anxious to hear that Your 
Excellency has concluded die necessary arrangements for the internal adminis- 
tration of your country, and the management of your finances, which have 
been so wisely suggested from a real regard to your true interest, both by the 
Marquis Cornwallis and Sir John Shore. 

2. We have received information of the hostilities that have been com- 
mitted in consequence of the conduct of the Rohilla Golaum Mahomed Khan. 
Although we cannot cease to regret the loss of so many brave officers and men 
who fell in defence of Your Excellency’s rights, we derive great consolation 
from the confidence you reposed in our Governor General, upon that alarming 
occasion, by your declining to undertake any measure without his assistance, 
or to form any determination without first having his sentiments. And we are 
happy to find that in consequence of this reliance on the Company and of your 
acquiescence in the measures diat were at that time recommended to you, the 
credit and dignity of your exalted situation have been firmly supported in the 
eyes of all Hindostan. Nothing will afford us greater satisfaction than to hear 
from time to time from our Governor General that this confidence in your 
best friends, the Company, continues unimpaired, and that Your Excellency’s 
country has been rendered happy and flourishing by the adoption of wise and 
salutary regulations. You may then recline with security in the shade of the 
Company’s protection. 

3., In testimony of our regard for Your Excellency we have caused our 
great seal to be affixed in the city of London this 3d day of July in the year 
of our I.ord 1795. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 7 FEBRUARY 1793 

Warning of the impending war with France. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable die Governor General in Council at Fort William, 

Bengal. 


1. The vigorous preparations now making here, and the augmentation of 
His Majesty’s land and sea forces now going on, indicate a speedy, if not an 
immediate, war with the French nation. 1 It is therefore necessary, and we 
accordingly direct, that you make such a disposition of the forces under your 
Presidency as will effectually enable you not only to repel any sudden attack, 
but that you may be in perfect readiness to proceed against the French settle- 
ments on your side of India, the instant you shall be advised either of a 
declaration of war, or of the actual commencement of hostilities. 

2. It is necessary also that you should be fully prepared to co-operate, 
if required, in any expedition which His Majesty’s Ministers may think proper 
to undertake against the French Islands, or against any of the French settle- 
ments in India. 

3. But as we have no particular instructions to give you at present as to 
military operations, we can only recommend the safety of the Company's 
possessions to your most vigilant attention. 

4. You will caution the factory at Canton to be on their guard, if a con- 
venient opportunity offers. 


East India House, 

London, 

7th February, 1793. 

(Received on 9 September, 1793, 
per Rodney). 


We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

F. Baring / J. Smith Burgess / 
John Roberts. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 12 MARCH 1793 


Instructions for the supply of saltpetre. 


Draft of a letter proposed by the Secret Committee of the East India 


Company to be sent to Sir John Shore, Bart., Governor General of 
Bengal. 


Under date the 20th December last, you were advised by our Secretary 
that in the then critical situation of affairs, it was of the greatest importance 
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that tile orders for providing and sending home saltpetre should he fully com- 
plied with ; and we expect in consequence, from all the Presidencies, by the 
ships of the ensuing season, at least thirty thousand hags or two thousand tons, 
lint, ns a large and early supply of that article is now become more requisite 
in consequence of the war, and the Company's present reduced stock, which 
is inadequate to the probable wants of the public, our disappointment in not 
receiving any by the Conges, and the probability of further disappointment in 
consequence of the permission to load sngars on the returning ships in pre- 
ference, and the article being besides extremely scarce all over Europe, we 
therefore direct that you cause to be shipped on hoard each of the early 
returning ships four hundred tons, or more if possible, of saltpetre, filling up 
the remainder of their loading with light goods, and that two or more of them 
be dispatched to Europe as early as possible after the receipt of this letter, with 
directions to keep company during the voyage, and to be at all times prepared 
for defence in ease of attack. We shall use our endeavours to procure a con- 
voy to meet them at St. Helena ; but if upon their arrival at that island no 
convoy should he there, we would in that ease have them proceed in company 
together to Etiropc, observing the same caution for their mutual safety, pro- 
vided they shall not receive direction to the contrary from the Governor of 
St. Helena. 

East India House, Whitehall. 12tli March, 1793. 

12th March, 1793. Approved by the Board. 


Signed March, 1793, by 
F. Baring / Smith Burgess / J. Roberts. 


Henry Dundas / Fred. Campbell / 
Thos. Steele. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 14 OCTOBER 1793 

Indent for san and pat. 


DRAFT of a letter proposed by the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Directors to be sent to the Governor General and Council of Bengal. 

1. The Court of Directors have lately had under their examination the 
samples of hemp and flax sent from your Presidency in the course of die 
past season. From the appearance of the sort called soon , though supposed 
to be the superior kind, it is conjectured that it will not serve for die purpose 
of cordage or of sail dodi, two of the principal sources of consumption. But 
though no sanguine expectations are to be formed of tins article, the Court 
have neverdieless determined diat for die purpose of giving it a fair trial a 
quantity shall be ordered equal to one hundred tons. 
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2. 0£ the sample called paat more favorable mention can be made. 
Some of the most eminent dealers declare that it is not hemp, but a species of 
flax superior in quality to any known in the trade. You will accordingly 
receive directions by the ships of the season for procuring one thousand tons 
of this sample. We, therefore, give you this early notice of the intentions of 
the Court of Directors herein, that you may take such previous measures for 
the purchase of this quantity as that the same may be provided on the most 
reasonable terms possible. The price at which the Resident at Radnagore 
states it may be shipped is equal to £6-12-6 per ton. We trust, therefore, that 
this timely intimation will enable you to purchase at that price. But should 
the demand for exportation at first increase the price even to £10 per ton, it 
will still leave a considerable profit on the prime cost after allowing for freight, 
charges of merchandize, damage, &c. 

East India House, 

14th October, 1793. 

Signed on die 23rd October, 1793, Henry Dundas / W. Pitt / 

by W. Devaynes / T. Cheap / R. B. Jenkinson. 

John Roberts. 


Whitehall, 14 October, 1793. 
Approved by the Board. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 23 OCTOBER 1793 

Preparations ordered for an expedition against Mauritius and Bourbon 
by April 1794. 


To the Governor General and Council of Bengal. 

1. His Majesty has judged it expedient that measures should immediately 
be taken for die reduction of the French possessions in India, particularly the 
islands of Mauritius and Bourbon. 

2. On a due consideration of the subject with reference to the situation 
of these islands, it is conceived that a force consisting of five thousand rank 
and file of European infantry, about one thousand lascars, and two battalions 
of sepoys may be sufficient for that purpose.* This force, we desire, you will 
collect as speedily as possible at Madras, in order that it may be ready to 
leave that place on or about the first week in April at furthest ; and if the 
whole of that force cannot, upon a due consideration of the general situation 
of affairs at the moment, be furnished by that Presidency, without risk or 

* The following is entered in the margin on a later date : By a subsequent letter 
from the Secret Committee dated 26 November, 1793, which is annexed, 300 European 
artillery were directed to be added to this force. ■ 
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inconvenience, which probably will appear to yon to be the case, yon will 
naturally have recourse to the other Presidencies, taking care however that it 
may be collected, and be ready to embark, at the time More mentioned, un- 
less from some change of affairs in India, it should appear to yoti dangerous 
to the Company’s settlements that so considerable a force should be withdrawn 
from them. 

3. His Majesty intends to intrust the conduct of this expedition to Major 
General Sir William Medows* and Colonel Stuart.* The latter, who will be 
the bearer of ibis dispatch, takes his passage on board Ilis Majesty's ship the 
Diomede to Madras, and to whom we refer you for any explanations respecting 
the opinions entertained by His Majesty’s Ministers on the subject of this 
enterprise. Our dispatches in duplicate will be forwarded to you by another 
ship of war, both of which will, for the present, be employed for the protection 
of the Company’s settlements and trade in that part of the world. Sir William 
Medows will follow in the course of next month in one of the ships of war to 
be appointed to escort the Company’s ships intended to be employed on iliis 
expedition, and to assist in the operations required to l>c performed by the 
Naval Department. The Company’s ships will have on board the provisions 
and stores specified in the paper annexed* ; and any other articles which you 
may judge necessary on a communication with Colonel Stuart, and such other 
persons as you may think it right to considt, you will order to be furnished 
from India. 

4. It- is our particular desire that you should give directions that an 
account may be kept of every article of expense which may be incurred by 
the Company for the purposes of this expedition, and to conform in every 
respect to die directions contained in our letter to you of the 21st May, 1790, 
with regard to the mode of defraying the amount of such expenses. 

5. As the choice of an able engineer will very much contribute to the 
success of the expedition, and as the engineer establishment upon the Coast 
is not so numerous as at Bengal, we direct that you select from the engineers 
at either of the Presidencies such officer as you shall deem duly qualified for 
this service. 

6. That the force upon the Coast may suffer as little diminution as 
possible in the native corps, it is our wish that the sepoys to be employed in 
this expedition should be drafted from the army at your Presidency, as their 
prejudices to a sea voyage are, in a great measure, removed, and it is likely that 
a sufficient number will voluntarily enter upon die service. 


East . India House, 
London, 

23rd October, 1793. 
{Per Diomede .) 


We arc, 

Your affectionate friends, 

W. Devayncs / Thos. Cheap / 
John Roberts. 


*The paper is not traceable in 


the records of the National 


Archives of India. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 26 NOVEMBER 1793 

Additional 300 European artillery to be raised for the expedition against 
Mauritius and Bourbon. 

T O the Governor General in Council of Bengal. 

In addition to the force mentioned in our letter of the 23rd ultimo which 
is to be got in readiness for the purposes of the intended expedition against 
the French islands of Bourbon and Mauritius, we have to acquaint you that 
three hundred European artillery men arc likewise to be provided for that 
expedition. We have further to acquaint you that, agreeable to the recom- 
mendation of His Majesty’s Ministers, we have appointed Mr. John Pringle 
of the Bombay Civil Establishment, who is now in England, to proceed to die 
Cape of Good Hope as Commissary for the purpose of procuring such articles 
of provisions at the Cape as may be indented for by the Commanding Officer 
to be left at those islands, in the event of the expedition proving successful. 

We are, 

Your affectionate friends. 

East India House, W. Devaynes / Thos. Cheap / 

London, 26th November, 1793. John Roberts. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 31 JANUARY 1794 

Signals to be observed by British ships on approaching St. Helena. 


To the Governor General for the time being at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We the Secret Committee of the East India Company have furnished 
all the Commanders of this season with orders that after making St. Helena 
homeward bound, they do bring to at a proper distance to windward of the 
island, and send a boat on shore to the Governor with an officer acquainting 
him who they are, ordering such officer to return on board forthwith that they 
may know whether they can with safety go into the road ; and on their making 
sail for it they are to shew this signal, vizt., hoist a blue flag with a white 
pendant over it at the fore-topgallant mast head, the sail being furled. 

2. Should there remain to be dispatched by you any ships of a .former 
season whose Commanders cannot have received the above signal, you are 
to communicate it to them, with an injunction to keep the same entirely 
secret. 
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3. The Lords of -the Admiralty having established a set of signals dated 
the 2nd December, 1793, for the King's and Company’s ships knowing each 
other, we transmit copy thereof, and direct that you furnish the Commanders 
of such of our ships as may not have received them with copies thereof, with 
the strictest injunctions for keeping. them as secret, as possible, and directing 
them on their ships’ return to England, to deliver them to our Secretary. 


We are. 

East India House, Your affectionate friends, 

London, the 31st January, 1794. 

W. Devaynes/Thos. Cheap / 

(Per Lascelles.) * . John Roberts. 


ENCLOSURE 

Private signals to be observed by His Majesty’s ships, and those of the 
East India Company, settled 2nd December, 1793. 


... By Day 

The ship to windward is to hoist an English St. George's ensign at the 
fore-topgallant mast head, and a Union Jack at the mizen-topgallant mast 
head. 

The ship to leeward is to answer by hoisting an English red ensign at the 
main-topgallant mast head, and a Union Jack at the fore-topgallant mast 
head. 

By Night 

The ship to windward to shew three lights one under the other at the 
mizen peak. 

The ship to leeward to answer by shewing four lights of equal height 
where best seen. 

The ship to windward is then to hoist two lights , at the mizen peak, and 
one at the ensign staff. : 

And the ship to leeward is to answer by hoisting two lights at the ensign 
staff, and two lights at the mizen peak. 

When within hail the ship who first hails shall ask, 
r What ship is that ? 

. The other shall answer -[■'■■■ 

King George the Third. 
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Then the ship that first hailed shall reply, 

May God preserve. 

The other shall then answer. 

Old England's constitution. 


A true copy. 

W. Ramsay, 
Secretary. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 31 JANUARY 1794 

Convoy system to be strictly observed-instructions and route for ships 
returning to Europe without a convoy. 

To die Governor General for die time being o£ Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We the Secret Committee o£ the East India Company, considering the 
present very critical situation of public affairs, do hereby order and direct 
diat you give positive instructions to the Commanders of such of our ships as 
may be dispatched by you at the same time to sail together ; and on joining 
any of our returning ships, diat dicy do not, on any account, part company 
on pain of our highest displeasure ; also on their falling in with any ot His 
Majesty’s ships, diat dicy fail not to embrace dicir protection, and on no 
account to separate from diem; for any Commander presuming to deviate 
from diese injunctions, or being wanting in due obedience to the observance 
of signals or instructions settled by the senior Commander for general safety, 
lie will certainly experience die severest resentment of the Court of Directors. 

2. As your local situation must afford you much better information of 
the enemy’s manoeuvres in the Indian and China seas than we can have, we 
shall rely on you to give die Commanders of our ships such secret instructions 
as shall appear most expedient to you for dicir safety, only recommending that 
they may be dispatched in divisions. 

3. In case of your dispatch of any of our ships for Europe without convoy, 
you are to give the Commanders instructions, not to be opened until they 
shall be within one hundred leagues of die Cape of Good Hope, directing them 
to keep far distant from the same, at least fifty leagues, and to make the best 
of their way to St. Helena, where they will meet with further instructions, and 
probably with a convoy home ; but should they by an enemy be prevented 
going in there, and be in want of water for their homeward voyage, they are 
to make die best of dicir way to the Island Fernando Loronha [Norbnha] on 
die coast of Brazil, using the same precaution as on approaching St. Helena; 
where having watered, they are to proceed from thence in company with any 
of our ships they may find there, in divisions of not less than three ships 
(provided after waiting a reasonable time such a number shall be there) but 
as many more as may be ready; and passing forty leagues to the westward 
of the Azores Islands, they are to proceed into the latitude of 53^°N,’run’ 

Vpl. XVII— 9 
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down their easting in that latitude until they make the coast of Ireland, and 
then proceed for the port of Galway, there securing their ships in the best 
manner possible, and giving us immediate notice of their arrival. 

East India House, We are, 

London, the 31st January, 1794. Your affectionate Mends, 

(Received on 17th October, 1794, W. Devaynes/Thos. Cheap/John Roberts. 
per Busbridge.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 8 MARCH 1794 

Prevention of shipping of saltpetre on foreign ships. ■ 


To the Governor General and Council, Fort William, Bengal. 

At this critical period we think proper to direct that, until you receive 
• our further orders, you will prevent the shipping of saltpetre on ships or vessels 
belonging to foreigners. • 

East India House, We are, 

London, 8th March, 1794. Your affectionate Mends, 

(Received on 13th September, 1794, W: Devaynes./ Thos. Cheap / John Roberts. 
per Valentine.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 21 MARCH 1794 

The expedition against Mauritius and Bourbon to be postponed unless 
the local situation justified immediate action.. 

The Governor General in Council at Bengal. 

I. In consequence of the time that has unavoidably elapsed since the 
period originally fixed upon for the departure of the intended expedition 
against the Mauritius, we have been informed that a considerable alteration 
has taken place in die minds of His Majesty’s Ministers concerning the expedi- 
tion in as far as respects the naval force to be sent from home for this purpose, 
and it has been further agreed that one of the Company’s ships shall be 
employed on that service on account of the lateness of the season in order to 
prevent any disappointment in their timely return to Great Britain with 
cargoes from the places of their ultimate destination. 



2. If however in consequence o£ the preparations you were ordered by 
a previous dispatch to make, you shall be of opinion, after consulting with the 
King’s Commanding Officers, that the same can be undertaken, notwith- 
standing the lateness of the season, with any reasonable prospect of success, 
and that you shall have engaged such a number of vessels, in addition to His 
Majesty’s ships which may be at Madras on the arrival of the expected convoy, 
as shall be thought sufficient for the transportation of the necessary troops 
and stores, it is the wish of His Majesty’s Ministers that the expedition should 
be proceeded on, but as His Majesty has been pleased to countermand the 
orders which had been given to Sir William Medows for proceeding on this 
service, the command of the expedition must be placed in the hands of Colonel 
Stuart. But should you deem the season too far advanced for such an under- 
taking, and the situation of affairs in India at the commencement of the 
ensuing season should be such as to leave the same prospect open to you of 
obtaining possession of the said islands. His Majesty’s Ministers leave you to 
the free and full exercise of your discretion either to undertake the expedition 
or not as you may judge advisable. 

3. In your determination however upon this point you will of course 
seriously consider whether after such a force as may be competent to this 
expedition [has been provided for], a sufficient European force will remain 
in India for the protection and security of the Company’s settlements, which 
ought to be the primary object of your attention and care. In the event of 
the postponing the expedition under the conditions we have now suggested, the 
provisions and stores sent out from home on the Company’s ships for the 
expedition must be landed, and such as are of a perishable nature immediately 
disposed of to the best advantage. The ships will probably take their depar- 
ture from hence in about a fortnight. In case the expedition should be 
relinquished altogether, the Harriot, which at the desire of His Majesty’s 
Ministers was purchased and fitted out as an hospital ship, is to be sent to 
Bengal in order that the Governor General in Council may return her to 
Europe with such a cargo of goods as they may deem it convenient to lade 
on her. 

East India House, Your affectionate friends, 

London, 

21st March, 1794. (Signed) W. Devaynes / Thos. Cheap / Jn. Roberts. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1794 

Disposal of provisions collected for the Mauritius expedition — Demolition 
of certain defence works in Pondicherry. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable the Governor General and Council, Fort William, Bengal. 

1. We enclose you copy of our dispatch of the 21st ultimo on the '•ct 
of the intended expedition against the French islands of T 
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of the Military Board at’ Fort St. George be deputed to Pondicherry for the 
purpose of ascertaining how far the object has been accomplished. Upon the 
report of this committee, we also direct that the Government of Madras do 
give such orders as they may deem necessary for the complete demolition 
of the works. 

East India House, We are, 

London, 8th April, 1794. . Your affectionate friends, 

(Received on 17th October, 1794, W. Devaynes / Thos. Cheap / John Roberts. 
per Busbridge.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 24 MAY 1794 


Grand Pre sent to India to assist in the expedition against Mauritius — His 
allowances. 


SECRET DEPARTMENT 


To the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. His Majesty’s Ministers having thought proper to avail themselves of 
the services of Mr. De Grand Pre, a French officer of talents and much local 
information, on the intended expedition against the French islands of Mauri- 
tius and Bourbon, we have, at the recommendation of the Right Honorable 
the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, provided him with a passage to 
India at the Company’s expence on board the ship Pitt ; and we direct, at the 
further recommendation of that Right Honorable Board, that from the time 
of his arrival in India to that of his proceeding on the expedition, you make 
him an allowance of two hundred rupees per month ; that if the expedition 
shall not be undertaken, Mr. Grand Pre is to be allowed a free passage from 
India to England, and on his arrival here, he is to receive a gratuity of one 
hundred pounds. But you are to observe that, should he proceed on the 
expedition, the remuneration for his services is to depend on their extent, and 
is to be determined in this country, agreeably to the report that may be received 
of the nature of those services. 

2. We transmit you, enclosed, a copy of a paper prepared by Mr. Grand 
Pre upon the mode of attack of the French islands. 

We are, 

East India House, Your affectionate friends, 

London, the 24th May, 1794. 

W. Devaynes / J. Hunter / John Manship. 

N.B. Mr. Grand Pr£ will furnish the above mentioned paper on his arrival 
in Bengal. 

(Duplicate received on 
8 December, 1794, 
per Thetis.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 14 JUNE 1794 

Losses inflicted by French privateers — The conquest of the French islands 
to be undertaken only if the security of the Company’s possessions in India 
permitted. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable the Governor General and Council of Bengal. 


\ 1. From the copy herewith transmitted of the intelligence we have 
recently received ' from Mr. Brooke, the Governor of 
intSHgcnce CO from ny th? . St - Helena, you will be informed of the depredations 
Cape, being more cir- .which have been committed on the eastern trade of 
cumstantial, is sent in Great Britain by ships of war and other armed vessels 
• ■ > from the Mauritius ; and though we have reason to hope 
that the naval force which has been sent from this kingdom to the East Indies 
within the last eighteen months will give, such effectual aid to the operations of 
the armament fitted out from Bengal as will, in a great 
measure, prevent a repetition of the commercial losses 
sustained from the active exertions of the enemy in the 
eastern seas, yet, - as . we cannot but feel that as long 
as' the islands of Mauritius and Bourbon shall continue 
in their possession, our trade will be but imperfectly 
secured, we are desirous of impressing again on your attention the importance 
of reducing those islands to the dominion of His Majesty. 

2. In stating to you however our earnest wishes on this point, we mean 
not to weaken the force of the reference we have already made to your discre- 
tion ; nor do we mean to urge you to exertions that in the present state of the 
European force in your settlements and of the little prospect there is of its 
being speedily recruited may appear to you in any- degree incompatible with a 
due regard to the security of our Indian possessions. 


Suffolk 

Centurion 

Resistance 

Diomede . 

Heroine 

Orpheus ' 

Swift 


74 guns 
SO.. . „ 

44 ,; 

32"",', 

16'"', 


East India House,,. , 
London, 14th, June, 1794. 


We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 


(Triplicate received on 14th June, 1794, 
per Lascelles.) 


W. Devaynes / J. Hunter. 


ENCLOSURE 

Letter from John Pringle Esq. at the Cape of Good Hope, dated 
24th February, 1794. 

,The Honorable the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors of the 
Honorable United English East India Company. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. I did myself the honor of writing to you pretty fully (in duplicate) on 
the 20th instant. A sudden opportunity again offering, I embrace it to 
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transmit you the following accounts, which I hope are much exaggerated. The 
list of the ships was obtained from the Supra Cargo of a Tuscan ship, the other 
account from an American schooner which anchored here for a few hours 
last Saturday. 

Names of the frigates and privateers fitted out from the Isle of France. 


La Cybclc 



Guns 

44 

Men 

560 

La Prudente 


• • • 

36 • 

500 

Lc Du Quatrouin 


■ • • 

40 

570 

La Villa Bourdeaux ... 

• •• . 

• ■ • 

40 

600 

La Resoluc 


■ • • 

30 

400 

La Modest c 



28 

350 

Le Mergcin 1 

... 

• • ■ 

30 

400 

Le Grand Dumourier 


• • • 

32 

400 

Le Genl. Dumourier 

• •• 

■ ■ • 

32 

400 

La Liberte 



32 

400 

La Fayette 



24 

300 

UHirondclle 



16 

250 

Ulslc de France 

• • • 

• ■ • 

24 

300 

Le Leger 



16 

200 

Le Cerf 


... 

18 

250 

Le Volcan 

• •• 

• • • 

20 

300 

Le Mutine 

• • • 

• • « 

16 

150 

L’Egalitc 


• • • 

20 

taken at 
Ceylon 
350 


Besides two small cutters sent as spies to the Malabar Coast. 


Prizes carried into Mauritius. 

6 English — 2 Dutch — 2 Arabs — 2 Portugueze — 1 American — 1 Dane pil- 
laged near Ceylon, and 40 bales of English goods taken out of him — the lascars 
of all those ships were sold as slaves, with a number of Malays taken out of 
the Dutch ships. 


Account given by the American schooner Polly and Sally of 
Salum near Boston, Geo., Crownshield Master. 

2. At the beginning of January three frigates of 40 guns, and 600 men 
each, sailed, in company with the Princess Royal, then fitted out as a man of 
war (supposed to carry 50 guns) against Batavia. There are 25 privateers 
from 30 to 16 guns each, well' manned with the crews of more than 100 sail 
of merchantmen, laid up. The cruizing ground of the men of war is from 
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the Strait of Sundah to Malacca’, of the privateers from Muscat to Ceylon ; 
some of the fast sailers cruize in the Bay of Bengal. During the nine days 
the schooner lay at Mauritius six prizes arrived from 300 to 600 tons each. 
One ship took 20 Dutch vessels. About six days ago they saw a very large 
ship off Algoa Bay, which was not inclined to speak to them.. The soldiery, 
and inhabitants included, who are under arms for the defence of the island, do 
not amount to more than 4,000 men. Provisions are very scarce: when the 
schooner sailed, there were not more than for two months in store. 

3. Such is the information I have received ; hut with respect to its authen- 
ticity I must leave that to be estimated by yourselves. 


I am &c., &c., 

Cape of Good Hope, 

24th February, 1794. Signed John Pringle. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1795 

Permission to the Governor General in Council to raise funds for invest- 
ment purposes. 

T O the Honorable the Governor General in Council of Bengal. 

1. . It appearing by your letter in the Commercial Department of the 18th 
of August last, received overland, that your allotment of funds to be provided 
at your Presidency in 1795, to be returned on the ships taken up in the present 
season, will not prove sufficient to answer the expectations of the Court of 
Directors in their order of investment dated the 2d July last, we take the 
earliest opportunity of acquainting you that in order to prevent disappoint- 
ment herein, the Court have come to a resolution (of which they mil advise 
you by the first regular dispatch) of empowering you to raise a sum of money 
to supply the deficiency, not exceeding twenty lacks of rupees, either by loan 
or by drawing bills upon them at the most favorable rate of exchange that 
can be obtained. 

2. In the appropriation of this addition to your funds, which must be 
confined solely to investment purposes, it is the direction of the Court that 
their order for piece goods be completed to its full extent, namely, eight 
hundred sixty seven thousand and forty pieces, and they estimate that this may 
require about nine lacks in addition to your present allotment. You will there- 
fore take the earliest and most effectual measures for complying with the 
Court’s directions in this very important article. 

London, We are, 

20th February, 1795. Your affectionate friends, 

(Received on 7th July, 1796, W. Devaynes / John Hunter f John Manship. 
per Panther .) 
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Facsimile copy of the letter on page opposite 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 3 MARCH 1795 

Company's ships in the Indian waters to obey the orders of the Com- 
manders of the Kings ships. 

T O the Honorable the Governor General in Council of Bengal. 

1. We are to acquaint you that His Majesty has put under the orders of 
the Secretary of State any naval force that in the present war may be 
employed in die Indian Seas ; and you are to give positive directions to the 
commanders of any armed vessels in the service of the Company in India to 
obey such orders as they may at any time receive from the commanders of 
the King’s squadron or ships on that stadon. 

2. Aldiough this is exaedy conformable to what has always been prac- 
ticed, we think it necessary to give the above directions for the purpose of 
ensuring the certainty of co-operation and united efforts. 

East India House, We are, 

London, 3rd March, 1795. Your affectionate friends, t 

(Received on 7th July, 1796, W. Devayncs / John Hunter /John Manship. 
per Panther .) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 7 JULY 1795 

Instructions for the supply of grain to relieve scarcity in Europe. 


Draft of letter from the Secret Committee to the Government of Bengal 


dated 7 July 1795 and signed by S. Lushington, D. Scott and 
W. Devayncs. 


1. The present high price of corn and of provisions in general in Great 
Britain, and the general state of Europe in this momentous particular, induce 
us to consider of every probable method that may contribute to the relief of 
our country. We have, therefore, upon mature deliberation, determined to 
authorise you to give the utmost encouragement to die merchants in India 
for importing grain of all sorts into Great Britain in country ships or in foreign 
ships, provided proper caution is used to prevent it being carried elsewhere 
instead of Great Britain. Ships of all descriptions are at present allowed to 
import grain and provisions free of duty ; and we have authority to say that the 
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Government here will propose to Parliament to continue this permission, as 
far as respects importation from India, for at least one year from this date. 
Ships that engage in this trade shall be allowed to take from hence cargoes 
in return upon the same terms as wc have already directed respecting country 
ships that may be taken up at our several Presidencies for the bringing home 
of our investment in case of a deficiency of tonnage in our own regular ships. 

2. Although wc flatter ourselves that a considerable quantity of tonnage 
may be procured by ( you from the country trade, Americans etc., yet,, to assist 
all in our power, we mean to take up here as many coppered ships as can be 
found ready to proceed in one month. We fear the number will be few ; but 
that no disappointment may take place in case of our not procuring sufficient, 
we direct that you secure, as soon after the receipt of this as you see proper, 
ten thousand tons of wheat and rice in equal quantities ; or, if there is not so 
much wheat procurable as five thousand tons, that you secure what you can 
get, and make up the deficiency in rice. 

. 3. As you have such a variety of qualities of rice of the value, as we 
understand, of from two rupees per bag of 164 lbs to six rupees, it may be 
necessary to mention that the most proper for our purpose must be what is 
styled in India the best, cargoe rice, supposed to cost generally from 3 to 3j4 
rupees per bag. It should, of course, be of such quality as is best suited for 
long keeping, and a trifle in the first cost should not be considered when put 
in competition with securing rice of real good quality. An equal attention will 
be due to the wheat. That article, however, where produced in warm climates, 
keeps much longer, in general, than that which is the produce of northern 
climes. 

. 4. Should we not be able to procure tonnage here and the quantity which 
you can procure in India does not prove sufficient, the grain purchased by you 
can be resold upon your receiving our future orders. 

5. To meet our views completely,- the grain should arrive here in March ; 
and though supplies at any period before harvest 1796 must be highly accept- 
able, you will keep in view that the sooner you can throw in a supply by die 
.above means, the more consequential will the relief be. Although we should 
suppose that general advertisement would be the most effectual means to secure 
a large supply, yet, as some of your merchants trade upon a very great scale, 
it may perhaps be more advisable to secure a large quantity of grain and ton- 
nage by private contract, previous to your making these, our wishes, public ; 
of this you will use your discretion according to circumstances. 

6. Should you see it a necessary encouragement to the merchants to lend 
them the money on the grain payable here at a .moderate exchange, you will 
of course do it, or grant them any other facility you. may deem proper. Wc 
have given you in this despatch our ideas upon the subject, but the execution 
thereof we leave entirely to your judgement, guided as it must be by local 
circumstances. 

7. We shall send copies of this dispatdi to the Presidencies of Madras 
and Bombay, and direct diem to hold out- similar encouragement to the mer- 
chants there ; but at present we see no reason to authorise them to make any 
purchases. 
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8. We enclose for your information a price current of wheat and rice 
for the last six years as also the present price of pease. 

9. If common cargo rice is at the usual price of about three rupees per 
bag, ten thousand tons even of a superior quality would but little exceed in 
cost forty five thousand pounds sterling, and if one half was wheat, supposed 
to cost generally about 274 rupees (sic) per bag, the amount of the whole would 
be still less. We trust, however, that you will be as economical in regard to’ 
your contracts as is fitting with the momentous occasion that calls forth this 
dispatch. 

IQ. The subject matter of this • dispatch was suggested by us, and we 
directed the same to be carried into execution by the Secret Committee in the 
terms above written. 

November 5th, 1795. Henry Dundas / W. Pitt. 


The prices of wheat as furnished by the corn exchange for the last 5 years 
appear as follows: — 


Bushel at 60 lb. weight. 
Per bushel 



sh d 


sh d 

sh d 

1790 from 36 to 61 

per quarter — average 

51 : 10 or 

6:534 

1791 „ 

36 to 52 

. —do— 

45:8 „ 

5:8/ 3 

1792 „ 

36 to 53 

— do-~ 

42:8 „ 

5:4 

1793 „ 

32 to 55 

— do — 

46:0 „ 

5:9 

1794 „ 

45 to 60 

— do — 

52:4 „ 

6:6*4 


The present market price, in July 1795, is 80:0 or 10:0 


For the last 5 years the prices of Carolina rice are stated to be as follows: — 




sh d 


sh d 

sh d 



1790 

from 16:9 

to 

17:0 per ct. average 

16:3 

P er 

cwt. 

1791 

tt 

15:6 

to 

15:9 — do — 

15:7 

tt 

tt 

1792 

» 

14:6 

to 

17:0 — do— 

15:10 

9t 

tt 

1793 

» 

15:6 

to 

18:6 -do- 

17:1 

tt 

tt 

1794 

» 

16:0 

to 

23: 6 . —do— 

19:8 

» 

, » 


1795. The present price of rice in the market is from 32s to 40s per cwt. 
Pease are now selling at 7 shillings per bushel, July 1795. 
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Government here will propose to Parliament to continue this permission, as 
far as respects importation from India, for at least one year from this date. 
Ships that engage in this trade .shall be allowed to take from hence cargoes 
in return upon the same terms as we have already directed respecting country 
ships that may be taken up at our several Presidencies for the bringing home 
of our investment in case of a deficiency of tonnage .in our own regular ships. 

2. Although we flatter ourselves that a considerable quantity of tonnage 
may be procured by you from the country trade, Americans etc., yet, to assist 
all in our power, we mean to take up here as many coppered ships as can be 
found ready to proceed in one month. We fear the number will be .few ; but 
that no disappointment may take place in case of our not procuring sufficient, 
we direct that you secure, as soon after the receipt of this as you see proper, 
ten thousand tons of wheat and rice in equal quantities *, or, if there is not so 
much wheat procurable as five thousand tons, that you secure what you' can 
get, and make up die deficiency in rice. 

3. As you have such a variety of qualities of rice of the value, as we 
understand, of from two rupees per bag of 164 lbs to six rupees, it may be 
necessary to mention that the most proper for our purpose must be what is 
styled in India the best cargoc rice, supposed to cost generally from 3 to 3j4 
rupees per bag. It should, of course, be of such quality as is best suited for 
long keeping, and a trifle in the first cost should not be considered when put 
in competition with securing rice of real good quality. An equal attention will 
be due to die wheat. That article, however, where produced in warm climates, 
keeps much longer, in general, than that which is the produce, of northern 
climes. 

. 4. Should we not be able to procure tonnage here and the quantity which 
you can procure in India does not prove sufficient, the grain purchased by you 
can be resold upon your receiving our future orders. 

5. To meet our views completely, the grain should arrive here in March ; 
and though supplies at any period before harvest 1796 must be highly accept- 
able, you will keep in view that the sooner you can throw in a supply by die 
above means, the more consequential will the relief be. Although we should 
suppose that general advertisement would be the most effectual means to secure 
a large supply, yet, as some of your merchants trade upon a very great scale, 
it may perhaps be more advisable to secure a large quantity of grain and ton- 
nage by private contract, previous to your making these, our wishes, public ; 
of this you will use your discretion according to circumstances. 

6. Should you see it a necessary encouragement to the merchants to lend 
them the money on the grain payable here at a moderate exchange, you will 
of course do it, or grant them any other facility you may deem proper. We 
have given you in this despatch our ideas upon the subject, but die execution 
thereof we leave entirely to your judgement, guided as it must be by local 
circumstances. 

7. We shall send copies of this dispatch to the Presidencies of Madras 
and Bombay, and direct them to hold out similar encouragement to the mer- 
chants there ; but at present we sec no reason to authorise them to make any 
purchases. 
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8. We enclose for your information a price current of wheat and rice 
for the last six years as also the present price of pease. 

9. If common cargo rice is at the usual price of about three rupees per 
hag, ten thousand tons even of a superior quality would but little exceed in 
cost forty five thousand pounds sterling, and if one half was wheat, supposed 
to cost generally about 274 rupees (sic) per bag, the amount of the whole would 
be still less. We trust, however, that you will be as economical in regard to 
your contracts as is fitting with the momentous occasion that calls forth this 
dispatch. 

10. The subject matter of this dispatch was suggested by us, and we 
directed the same to be carried into execution by the Secret Committee in the 
terms above written. 

November 5th, 1795. Henry Dundas / W. Pitt. 


The prices of wheat as furnished by the corn exchange for the last 5 years 
appear as follows: — 

Bushel at 60 lb. weight. 

Per bushel 

sh d sh d sh d 

1790 from 36 to 61 per quarter — average 51:10 or 6:534 


1791 „ 

36 to 52 

—do— 

45:8 

„ 5:8)4 

1792 „ 

36 to 53 

— do — 

42:8 

„ 5:4 

1793 „ 

32 to 55 

— do— * 

46:0 

„ 5:9 

1794 „ 

45 to 60 

-do- 

52:4 

,, 6: 6/ a 


The present market price, in July 1795, is 80:0 or 10:0 

For the last 5 years the prices of Carolina rice are stated to be as follows : — 
sh d sh d sh d 


1790. from 16:9 to 17:0 per ct. average 16:3 per cwt. 


1791 „ 

15:6 to 15:9 

— do— 

15:7 „ „ 

1792 „ 

14:6 to 17:0 

-do- 

15:10 „ „ 

1793 „ 

15:6 to 18:6 

— do — 

17:1 „ „ 

1794 „ 

16:0 to 23:6 

. —do— 

19:8 „ 


1795. The present price of rice in the market is from 32s to 40s per cwt. 
Pease are now selling at 7 shillings per bushel, July 1795, 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 17 AUGUST 1795 


Ships for conveying grain to England. 


T O the Governor General for tile time being of Bengal. 

Capt. ... , the hearer of this letter is the Commander of the ... , 
one of the ships taken up for the purposes mentioned in our letter of the 7 
July last. 


We arc &c., 

East India House, 

17 August 1795. (Signed) Step. Lushington / W. Devnynes. 


Scilly 

Achilles 

Iris 


Britaritiia ... 
Earl Spcticcr 
Three Sisters 
Brunswick ... 
Alexr. 

John 6* James 
Camilla 


. ... Capt. Robert Brown 

. ... „ Rolrcrt Hogg 

. ... „ Jno. Salisbury 

Dated the 8 August. 

... Thos. Denton 

Thos. Denton 
John Hall 

... Clias. Ryland 

... J. K. Thompson 

... Jas. Johnston 

... Robt. Service 


Signed the 21st August. 

Pursuit ... ... ... Capt. Barker 

Orion ... ... ... „ Isaac Cushing 

31st August. 

Indorsed on the cover — “To he opened by the Governor of Madras 

or Bombay in ease of the ship’s first 
arrival at either of those places.” 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 21 AUGUST 1795 1 


Introducing Captain Thomas Denton. 


T O die Honorable die Governor General of Bengal. 

Captain Thomas Denton, the bearer of this letter, is the Commander of 
the Earl Spencer , one of the ships taken up for the purposes mentioned in our 
letter of die 7di July last. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

East India House, 

London, 21st August, 1795. Stepn. Lushington / W. Devaynes. 
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SECRET LETTER OF OCTOBER 1795 


Approval of the abandonment of the expedition against Mauritius and 
Bourbon. 


T O the Governor General in Council at Bengal. 


I. Your several letters addressed to the Secret Committee of the following 
dates have been duly received ; viz., 


15di and 31st May' 
9 June 
25 August 
30 December 


1794 


31 January 1795 


Answer to the letter of the 15th May, 1794. 

2. The proceedings referred to in this dispatch on the receipt of our 
orders of the 23rd October and 26th November, 1793, for an expedition against 
the French islands of Bourbon and Mauritius having been attentively perused, 
and having considered also of the arguments adduced in those proceedings 
and in the letter before us, we acquiesce in the propriety of your several resolu- 
tions of the 9th May, 1794, with respect to the limitations under which the 
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Government of Madras were to authorize tire executive officers to undertake 
the expedition. 

3. Your subsequent proceedings referred to in your letter of the 31st of 
diat month for the provision of grain, sheep and vessels, in the event of the 
expedition taking place, have likewise received our approbation. 

4. The proceedings of the 9th June, 1794, enclosed in your Secretary's 
letter of that date, sufficiently manifest your zeal for the accomplishment of 
the proposed object, combined with a due regard to the safety of the Company’s 
possessions. 


Answer to the letter dated 2 5th August, 1794. 

5. Our dispatch of the 21st March, 1794, of which you here acknowledge 
the receipt, left you at full liberty, as circumstances might warrant, either to 

Paragraphs I to 8 un ^ crta ^ c the proposed expedition against the French 
advising the receipt o£ Islands, to postpone it for another year, or to relinquish 
the Committee’s ins- it altogether. And as Colonel Stuart, to whom the con- 
Rlarch, nS l794, and that duct °* the expedition was ultimately committed, had 
the expedition had given it as his deliberate opinion that no diminudon 
been postponed. could be admitted in the original requisition for the 

European troops to be sent on that service, and as you were confirmed in your 
sentiments diat the requisition could not be complied with without danger to 
the British possessions in India, we think you were fully justified, by the pro- 
ceedings before us, in your resolution that die expedition should not be carried 
into execution during that season. 

6. With respect to the resolutions that were passed and the orders which 
were given in die interval between the date of your dispatch of the 9th June 
and die receipt of our bcforcmcntioncd letter of die 21st March 1794 (referred 
to in the 7th paragraph of die letter to which we arc now replying), we have 
only to express a general approbation thereof. 

7. The preparatory steps, mentioned in the subsequent part of that letter, 
in case the expedition had not been finally relinquished, have likewise received 
our approbation. 


Answer to the letter dated 30th December, 1794. 


Paragraph 1 acknow- 
ledging the receipt of 
the Committee's dis- 
patches. 

2 mentioning that 
the orders relative to 
the homeward bound 
ships have been at- 
tended to. 

3 to 10 relative to 
prohibiting saltpetre 
being shipped on 
vessels belonging to 
foreigners. 


8. Need no reply. 


9. This prohibition must be continued during the war. 
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10. We have perused the very able minute of the Governor General, dated 
die 29th December last, which led to a determination that the proposed expedi-. 

tion against the French Islands should be altogether 
advising* aftiie expedi- relinquished, unless it could be undertaken with a force 
tion against the French greatly inferior to the original requisition. And, as we 
Islands having been by y 0Ur subsequent dispatch of the 31st January last, 
qu ‘ that Colonel Stuart had seen no reason to alter . his 

opinion respecting the force which he thought necessary, to be employed on 
that service and that as it appeared, from the latest information from the 
Mauritius, that the island was put into a complete state of defence, and guarded 
by a body of 10,000 men, trained to arms, and in readiness to act, by which his 
former opinion, that no force inferior to that first proposed could be employed 
with any probability of success, had been confirmed, we cannot hesitate to 
acquiesce in the propriety, of your resolution, under the latitude given you by 
our beforementioned orders of the 21st March, 1794, and for the reasons which 
have been so forcibly urged, to relinquish all idea of prosecuting the expedi- 
tion, how desirous soever His Majesty’s Ministers might have been of its 
successful termination. 


11. The expedition against the French Islands having been thus laid aside, 
and having received no intimation from His Majesty’s Ministers of any inten- 
tion on their parts, at present, to renew it, it is necessary to remind you of the 
desire expressed in our letter of the 23rd October, 1793, that an account might 
be kept of any article of expence incurred by the Company for the purposes of 
this expedition, and to direct that a copy of this account, so soon as you shall 
be able to complete it by a reference to the Madras Government, be trans- 
mitted to us. In the meantime we have directed our Governor and Council 
at Madras to take the most speedy and effectual measures for disposing of the 
stores and provisions provided for the expedition. 


12. We are advised from the Public Department, and in your Secret Letter 
Paragraphs 20 and t ^ ie 31st January last, of your determination, which 
21. Relative to inteiii- we approve, to send re-inforcements to that settlement, 
gence of the probabi- i n consequence of the report of Captain Cox of the 
•the enemy on Fort military force there bemg inferior to that which had 
Marlboro’. been exhibited in the latest previous returns, and in 

consequence of the probable loss of the detachment and stores dispatched 
thither in July, 1794. 


13. We entertain a due sense of the merits of Commodore Rainier in 
22. In commenda- the instance here pointed out, and approve of the 
tion of the attention Governor General’s letter to him upon that subject of 
m C SrpmtecS ni “f 15xh October, 1794, relative to the mode in 
the British settlements which the Commodore’s intentions could best be 
and trade. effected. 


14. The subjects of the paragraphs will be replied to in the Public 
Paragraphs 23, 24, Department. 

25 & 26. r 


15. Your letter to the Secret Committee of the 31st January, 1795, requires 
no particular reply. 
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16. Wc have to advise that our Secretary has received a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Hay of the 13th February, 1795, transmitting by your order the 
Governor General’s correspondence with Commodore Rainier, ‘and we very 
much approve of die suggestions contained in Sir Jolrn Shore’s letter to the 
Commodore of die 6th February relative to die disposition of His Majesty’s 
ships for the general protection of die India trade during the late south west 
monsoon. 

i 

Whitehall, the 29th October, 1795. 
Wc direct diat a letter be dispatched 
by die Secret Committee, in the usual 
form, according to the tenor of the 
foregoing draft. 

Signed October, 1795, Henry Dundas/Ed. J. Eliot/ 

by Step. Lushington / D. Scott / W. Dcvaynes. B. B. Jcnkinson. 


25 

SECRET LETTER DATED 5 NOVEMBER 1795 

Ships for conveying grain to England. 


To Bengal. 



* 

1. In our letter of die 7tli July last, you were advised of our intendon to 
engage as many coppered ships as could be procured fit for the purpose to assist 
in bringing home the grain you were diercin directed to purchase. We have 
now to inform you diat the following ships have been engaged for that 
service, viz., 


Sally 

Capt. Brown 

459 tons 

Achilles 

Hogg 

507 

Iris 

Sailsbury 

303 

Britannia 

Nixon 

384 

Earl Spencer 

Denton 

645 

Three Sisters 

Hall 

333 

Brunswick 

Ryland 

486 

Alexander 

Thompson 

355 

John & James 

Johnston 

335 

Camilla 

Service 

375 

Pursuit 

Barker 

400 


5,051 tons (sic) 
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2. In case you should not be able to procure a sufficient number of ships 
in India to make up the deficiency of the tonnage ordered, you will, without 
waiting our further orders, either dispose of the grain for which you cannot 
procure tonnage, or retain the same in your granaries, as may be most advan- 
tageous for our interest. 

3. The subject matter of this dispatch was suggested by us, and we directed 
the same to be carried into execution by the Secret Committee in the terms 
above written. 

Whitehall, 

November 5th, 1795. Henry Dundas/W. Pitt. 

East India House, 

London, 

5th November, 1795. Signed. S. Lushington / D. Scott / W. Devaynes. 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 25 JANUARY 1792 

French request for permission to export grain in respect of Pondicherry 
granted, hut turned down in respect of Mauritius. 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


To die Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last address from this Department was dated the 25th of 
November, 1791, and forwarded to you by the Queen. We have now the 
honor of transmitting a continuation of our proceedings with index to the 
28di December last. 


French 


2. Our letter above-mentioned communicated to you the resolutions we 
had adopted in respect to the Commissaries who were deputed to this country 
by the Government of the Isle of France, and we informed you that these 
gentlemen had, on our determining to act and correspond with Mr. Fumeron, 
written to us in terms so very objectionable 1 that we had declined making 
any reply to their letter, satisfying ourselves with transmitting a copy of it to 
Mauritius. 

3. A copy of that which we wrote in consequence to the Governor of 

_ . . T the Isle of France will be forwarded a number in this 

• Consn. 13th January. , 

packet. 


4. In our consultation of the 2d of last month a letter is recorded from 
Monsieur Fumeron, in which he made an urgent application on the part of 
Mn . Monsieur De Fresne for permission to export from hence 
four thousand bags of gram for the relief of the colony 
of Pondicherry. We were induced to comply with the request in consideration 
of the distress of the inhabitants having been, in a great degree, augmented 
by an irruption of Tippoo’s cavalry into the Carnatic, which had obliged num- 
ber of the people of that country to take refuge for some time within the 
French limits, when Mr. De Fresne humanely provided for their support and 
subjected his own settlement by doing so to material inconvenience. 


5. A request was also made to us for leave to send a quantity of grain 
to the Isle of France ; but this we were reluctantly obliged to decline, as the 
necessities of oiir own provinces which had : required us to lay on the embargo 
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continued, and the same pica of distress that was brought forward in the 
instance of the French colonies might and would be urged to favor a claim to 
the same indulgence towards other countries, and because the application for 
an export to Mauritius had not any ground to support it similar to those which 
had induced us to allow of a small supply being sent to Pondicherry. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca. 

25th January, 1792. 

(Per Kent.) 


2 


FOREIGN LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1792 

Further request from the French to export grain to Pondicherry— Dispute 
with the Frcyich about the price of saltpetre — Loan to the Dutch — Dispute about 
spiritual jurisdiction over Roman Catholic churches at Bombay. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


To 


the Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. We had the honor of addressing you from this Department by the 
Kent on the 25th of January. You will herewith receive a continuation of our 
proceedings subsequent to those which were then forwarded, die annual sett 
of our consultations for 1791, with indexes to both, and the other papers 
mentioned in the list of packet. 

French 


. 2. We informed you in our last letter that we had been induced to 
comply with an application made to us by the agent for the affairs of the 
French nation in Bengal for permision to export from hence four thousand 
bags of grain for the relief of the colony of Pondicherry, in consideration 
of the distress of the inhabitants having been considerably increased by an 
irruption of Tippoo’s cavalry into the Carnatic, which' had obliged number 
of the people of that country to take refuge for some time within the French 
limits, when Mr. De Fresne humanely provided for their support, and sub- 
jected his own settlement to material inconvenience by so doing. 

3. Mr. Fumeron having since requested , that we would permit him. to 
export a further quantity of four thousand bags of grain to Pondicherry, 
and assigned as a reason for . his application that the 
Consn. 1 5th Febru- return D f a large party of looties into the Carnatic had 
’ ary " ' ' again compelled a great number of the inhabitants to 

take refuge under the walls of Pondicherry, the' same motives, that prevailed 
with us in authorizing the exportation of the supply before solicited induced us 
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to comply with Mr. Fumeron’s present request, and the necessary orders were 
accordingly given for exempting from the general embargo the vessels laden 
with the additional supply of grain above mentioned. 

4. A question was brought before us by the Board of Trade relative 
rvinc n 7th Decern- t0 the price that should be charged to the French for 

ber, 1791. their annual supplies of saltpetre. 

5. It is settled in the 3d article of the convention with France that the 
saltpetre should be delivered at the price established before the last war; 
but, as the French, previous to that period, received their saltpetre at Patna, 
the price so stipulated was of course referable to that place. Two years ago 
it was thought more convenient that the saltpetre should be delivered at 
Calcutta, and Colonel Montigny, then Commandant at Chandernagore, 
declared his assent to this alteration. The Board of Trade, upon receiving an 
order in the present year to deliver to the French in Calcutta and at Diamond 
Harbour the quantity of saltpetre which they required, submitted to us 
whether, in addition to the price which would have been paid for it if the 
delivery had been made at Patna, they should not be charged with a propor- 
tion of wastage (a loss which always occurs in the conveyance of the saltpetre 
from the factory) and also with a proportion of the charges of transportation 
and for the risk of the river, in like manner as the Danes are charged, who 
receive their saltpetre at the Presidency. The Board of Trade observed that 
according to this suggestion the French would indeed pay, upon the whole, 
more than the Danes do, because the price for the French, when the saltpetre 
is delivered at the factory, exceeds the invoice price, which, by our order of 
February 1788, was fixed, independently of the items above mentioned, for 
the Danes; but that as the convention is specific as to the rate, and these ' 
items appeared proper to be borne by the French under present circum- 
stances as to the places of receipt that had been chosen, they had directed 
that the items should be charged to the French until our pleasure on the 
subject should be known. 

6. We concurred with the Board of Trade in their opinion, and approved 
of their adding the charges they proposed. 


7. Afterwards, upon their sending a bill made out accordingly to the 
. merchants to whom the saltpetre had been consigned 
by the French Agent, they objected to the increased 
demand as unexpected when they made their agreement with the French 
Agent. The amount in dispute was current rupees 1 16,370-1-6. 


8. We stated to Mr. Fumeron the grounds upon which the additional 
charge was made, and he did not contend against the justice of it ; but as he 
had reason to imagine when he applied for the saltpetre that no more than 
the Patna price was to be paid for it-, he did not think himself at liberty 
to accede to the demand of a higher without authority from his superiors 
at Pondicherry. 

9. There appeared to be reason in his objection, and we consented to 
receive, for the present, the lower price, or that which would have been paid 

_ had the delivery been made at Patna, allowing the 

onsn " " remaining parr of the charge to lie over until he should 

have received the orders of his superiors upon the point ; and we desired that 
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in future he would authorize some person to receive the saltpetre at Patna, 
annually, from your President at that place. 

10. Mr. Ftimtron has lately sent to us registers of the permits granted 
by himself and the Commandant at Pondicherry for the French salt to Ik* 
imported here, according to the convention, for the season beginning on the 
1st of May, 1792, and we have given the necessary orders for receiving it 
according to the established regulations. 

11. lie has given us reason to expect to be soon informed of the estab- 
lishment of a regular government at Chandcrnagorc, and we shall be glad 
when so desirable an event takes place. 

Dutch 

12. We were advised by the Director and Council at Chinsurah that 
the Government General had permitted the Director, Mr. Titsing, at his 

request, to resign that office, and appointed Mr. Cornelius 
Cotnn. 3<1 February. y an citters Aunaictoz to be his successor in the direc- 
tion. Mr. Titsing has been called to a scat in the Supreme Council of Batavia. 

13. On our proceedings noted in the margin a letter is recorded from 
the Director and Council, in which they stated to us their great want of 

resources to enable them to carry on the affairs of their 
Comn ary <th Company in Bengal, not having received some expected 

supplies of money from Batavia, and earnestly requested 
that we would oblige them with the loan of a lac of rupees for bills on their 
Government General. 

14. Our desire to afford the Dutch Government in Bengal every assist- 
ance in our power in an emergency which appeared to be very pressing 
induced us to accommodate them with the amount they had desired. 

15. In communicating this resolution to the gentlemen at Chinsurah, we 
tib'erved to them that, as we had no occasion for money at Batavia, we wished 
that the amount of the loan should Ik repaid into the treasury of your 
Supraenrgoes at Canton, and at the exchange of fortyone dollars for one 
huudrrd current rupees, at sotne time Ixrtwrcn the 1st of Kovcmlxr, 1792, 
and the 31st of January, 1793.* 

10. Hilb on the Governor General and Council of Batavia have Ixxn 
iurordingly planted to us on the alxivc terms (including a small balance due 
t '.. r,.i, } to m on a former account, of current rupees 8,963-9-10) ; 

and tho-c hills have tx-cn made payable, with the leave 

of the raid Governor General in Council, to your Supraenrgoev in China. 

17. ?*!r. Thungb. on hi 1 ! departure for Batavia, made us an offer of 
forwarding tlw hills to your Suprarnrgoes by the fir»t opportunities that might 
jo; Mv-ti I ,rr ' t fU thetn’Hvrs after hi*, arrival, and we were glad to 
avail ourselves of it. We have accordingly sent the bills 
hv ?h'.<t M'haiva, and at the same lim- written to th** Gnvcrntn'‘tit General 
of Hs'.ms mpo- «.-iri » our a*oir:*ti(v that, notwithstanding the qualification 
urubr width v»." had ccui'-Tit'c! to accept th- bills, t!i**y would provide for 
tf;-;: »fr»— rli-cbirpe in f!hir-*, and th'Trbv manifc’ting that th-y wrre no fe?r 



3 SEPTEMBER 1792 


153 


ready to accommodate us on this occasion than we had been to consult the 
convenience of their Government here. 


Copies of our letter to the Governor General and Council of Batavia, 
to Mr. Titsing, and to die Supracargoes at China will be 
sent numbers in the packet. 


18. 


Consn. Hth March. 


Danes 


19. We licg leave to acquaint you that Mr. Wuldcn has been appointed 
_ „ , , to succeed Mr. Scavctiaris as chief of die Danish 

Company s factory at Frcdcricksnagorc. 


Portuguese 

20. You will receive, among the papers sent with this dispatch, a 
translation of a letter addressed to us by the Archbishop of Goa, and 
dated the 10th of October last, wherein he states his claim to the spiritual 
jurisdiction of die Roman Catholic churches at Bombay, in exclusion of 
the priests of die Romish mission “Dc Propaganda”, and requests that we 
will direct the execution of an order of your Honourable Court to be 
suspended, whereby the priests of die Propaganda were reinstated on the 1st of 
September, 1791. 

21. We have referred this application to die Bombay Government, and 
recommended that however they may act upon it, a full and just statement 
of the case may be made our to be transmitted to England for your final 
decision. 

Fort William, * We have die honor to be &ca. 

Sdi April, 1792. 

[Per Dutton.) 


3 

FOREIGN LETTER DATED 3 SEPTEMBER 1792 

Price of saltpetre sold to the French. 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for affairs of die Honorable United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last dispatches from this Department were dated die 8th of 
April, 1792. We have now the honor of transmitting to you copies of 
our proceedings from the 4th of April to the 24th of August inclusive, with 
an index, 
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French 


2. In the 9th paragraph of our General Letter by the Dutton we informed 
you that we had allowed a claim for wastage, charges of transportation &ca. 
of the saltpetre delivered to the French in the last season to lie over until 
Mr. Fumeron should have received the orders of his superiors concerning it. 

3. We think it proper to forward to you in the packet an extract of a 
letter since written to us by Mr. Fumeron on the subject, and to acquaint you 

Co»». 28th Mart. m conse qucncc o£ the , representation therein 

made, we consented that the price to be charged to the 
French for the saltpetre of the last season should be no more than current 
rupees 3-12-5-8-6 per maund ; orders were accordingly given that the difference 
between the sum and the amount entered to their debit should be written off 
the books of the warehouse. 


4. We have, at the same time, informed the French Agent that the 
quantity of saltpetre to which they arc entitled annually by die convention 
will henceforth be delivered at Patna to such person as might be authorized 
to receive the same at die price of ely rupees 1 3-8 or Ct. [current] Rs. 3-12-5-8*-6* 
per factory maund, the said place of delivery as well as the price corres- 
ponding widi those referred to in the convention as having existed previous 
to the last war. 


5. We have made a similar intimation to the Director and Council at 
Chinsurah with regard to the delivery of die quantity of saltpetre annually 
allotted to the Dutch, and have desired the chiefs of die three foreign setde- 
ments to give us notice, annually, in or before the month of August, whether 
they proposed to take up for the ensuing season the whole or what part of the 
quantity of saltpetre allotted to them respectively, that the. same may be 
prepared and in readiness for delivery at the proper time ; that is to say, the 
saltpetre bespoken in August 1792 for 1793 will be ready by die shipping 
season of 1793 commencing in the month of October, and so on for subsequent 
years. We shall thus be apprized in due time of the quantity of saltpetre 
that it will be necessary to provide in addition to the supply required to be 
sent to Europe on account of the Company. 

6. In a letter from Mr. Fumeron dated the 24th of June he informed us 
that he had received orders from Monsieur De Fresne to return to Pondicherry 

r oith t as soon as P 0SS1 ble, and that his agency was consequendy 

onsn. June. ^ an en( j . ^ ut soon afterwards, viz. on the 13th of the 

following month, he advised us that he had been confirmed in his appointment, 
and directed to proceed to Chandernagore if the inhabitants of that setdement 
should be disposed to receive him. This has not yet happened. 

7. With our dispatches of the 25th January we transmitted to your 
Honorable Court a copy of a letter written by us to the Governor of Isle de 
France in respect to the Commissaries who were deputed to Bengal by Monsieur 
De Cossigny, and we now forward a translation of the letter which Monsieur. 
De Cossigny has written to us in answer. 


Fort William, 

3rd September, 1792. 


We have the honor to be, 
Honorable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 12 DECEMBER 1792 

Disorder in the French settlements— -The Supreme Court and disputes 

between French seamen and their captains— Dutch repayment of loan 

Danish claims on Calicut referred to the Malabar Commissioners. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


To the Honorable Court of Directors for affairs of the Honorable United 


Company of Merchants of England trading to die East Indies. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. Wc had the honor of addressing you from this Department on 
die 3d of September ; and we now transmit to you a continuation of our 
proceedings to the 30th November with an index. 


French 

2. Wc have already communicated to you the resolution we had come to 
concerning the excess of salt imported by the virtue of French permits 1 into 
Bengal in the year 1790-91. 

3. This subject was again brought before us by Mr. De Fresne and 
Consn. 10th Scptcm- Mr. Fumcron in two letters dated the 7th of September 

ber. and 23d of August. Copies of their translations will be 

sent numbers in the packet. 

4. Aldiough no new arguments were urged in these letters of sufficient 
weight to induce us to alter our resolution, confirmed by your Honorable 
Court, for applying to the use of die Company the produce of the confiscated 
salt in question, still with a view to put die justice and propriety of the measure 
beyond doubt, wc called upon the Comptroller of the Salt Department to 
prepare and submit to us a full and distinct narrative of all the circumstances 

Consn. 10th Septan- that had any relation to the confiscation of the 
ber. French salt imported into Bengal in the year 1790/91, 

accompanied by the necessary vouchers appertaining thereto, and any 
remarks that his official situation might enable him to make on any part of 
that subject. 

5. You will receive, by the present dispatch, copies of the report that 

Consn 8th October ^ as been consequently made by the Comptroller, and of 
the letter written by Lord Cornwallis in answer to that 
from Mr. De Fresne of the 20th of August. 

6. On the 26th of September we received a letter from Mr. Fumeron 
Consn. 28th Septem- die agent for the affairs of the French nation in Bengal 

bcr. acquainting us that Monsr. De Fresne had required him 
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to repair to Pondicherry. He afterwards left the Presidency; but, having 
Consn. 28th Septem- previously requested that we would authorize all pay- 
bcr. ments to be made to Mr. Michel on account of the annual 

quantity of salt to be imported by the French until the arrival of another chief, 
we gave the necessary orders to the Board of Revenue accordingly. 

7. The Governor General has received from Monsr. Malartic [a letter] 

_ „ . _ ^ . dated the 12 th of August advising His Lordship that 

Mr. De Cossigny having resigned that situation, he had 
been appointed to succeed to the Government of the French possessions to the 
east of die Cape of Good Hope, and arrived at the Isle of France at the latter 
end of June. 

8. Mr. Malartic acquainted Lord Cornwallis that he had provisionally 
nominated Mr. Gautier, Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment at Pondicherry, 
to be Commandant at Chandernagore ; and he trusted that Mr. Gautier would 
establish peace at diat settlement until the arrival of the Commissioners from 
France. 

* * ’ ' 

Consn. 2d Novem- 9. A copy [of] Lord Cornwallis’s answer to 
ber. Mr. Malartic’s letter will be sent a number in the packet. 

10. Mr. De Fresne has since transmitted a letter to the Governor General, 
dated the 16th of October, from Mr. L’Escallier, one of the Commissioners 

Consn. 30 th Novem- deputed to the French establishments in India, in which 
her. he informs His Lordship of his commission, and that his 

colleague Mr. De Morin was to remain two months longer at the Isle de France, 
after which they should repair together to Bengal for the purpose of establish- 
ing order in the French factories. He requested that, in the meantime, we 
would continue to. treat with Mr. De Fresne only on all subjects that required 
reference to our Government. Mr. L’Escallier observed that there was nothing 
in the instructions of the Commissioners that did not tend to maintain the 
harmony which subsisted between our respective nations. 

11. We beg leave to inform you that neither Mr. Gautier nor the Com- 
missioners are yet arrived. 

12. On our consultation noted in the margin, a letter is recorded from 
Mr. Fumeron, soliciting that we would issue orders for forcing, every French 

seaman who should be found on shore without a mitten 
Consn. 24th August. p erm } ss i on from his officer to return to his ship or for con- 
fining him at the request of his commander ; and further, in cases of pecuniary 
differences between the captains of French ships, to prevent the attornies of 
the Supreme Court from carrying on any proceedings in that Court against, 
the commanders of such ships at the instance of the seamen, or, at least, to 
require them, before they pursued any legal measures, to make themselves 
masters of the cause, and to call for the agreements by which the seamen were 
bound and compel them to abide by those agreements. 

13. Having deemed it necessary to consult the Advocate General on the 
points referred to us by Mr. Fumeron, we transmit to you a copy of his opinion. 
Mr. Fumeron was also furnished with a copy, and informed .that the subject 
was so fully discussed in it that we had nothing to add but our- regret at not 
having it in our power to comply- with his wishes, 
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Dutch 

14. Wc have the pleasure of informing you that we have received advice 

from Mr. Titsingli, under date the 20th of August, that die bills of exchange 

_ , cranted by the Dutch Government at Chinsura for the 

Consn. I7th October. t . , , , , . 

lack of rupees lent to them in the early part of dns year 

had been accepted by the Supreme Council at Batavia, that orders had been 

sent to their supercargoes to pay the amount into your treasury in China, and 

that lie had forwarded the first bill of exchange to your supercargoes there 

on the 6th of the month. 


Danes 

15. We have received a letter from the Governor at Tranquebar on the 

_ , , , subject of a factory at Callicut on die Malabar Coast and 

Consn. 6tli Aiieust. . J , /. . . , . , , 

° the ground on which it stands, representing diat they 

both belonged to his Danish Majesty, and requesting that wc would give orders 

to our servants for preventing any differences that might odicrwisc occur. 

16. Wc transmitted a copy of Governor Anker’s letter to die Government 
at Bombay, with a request that they would enable us to reply to the reference 
it contained. Wc added that should the factory at Callicut and die ground 
on which it stands lie the property of his Danish Majesty, as stated in Governor 
Anker’s letter, wc trusted that they had already issued orders for leaving the 
Resident on the part of that nation in the undisturbed possession of diem. 

17. The Government of Bombay have acquainted us, in answer, diat the 
Commissioners for settling the ceded part of the Malabar country have been 
directed to investigate the claim of the Danish Resident and to report thereon 
as soon as possible. 

Fort William, Wc have die honor to be 

12th December, 1792. &"ca. 

(Per General Goddard.) 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 13 AUGUST 1793 

Capture of French vessels on the Hooghly and their sale — Administration 
of Chandcrnagorc by Birch — Subsistence allowances to impoverished French 
inhabitants — Salt transactions with the French — Military aid to the Dutch at 
Cochin. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


To die Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last advices from this Department by the General Cf' T "rd were 
dated the 12th of December, 1792, and the detail, we ha.„ ■ • ir 
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to lay before you will include such occurrences as have happened since tie 
departure of that ship. 

2. Hie Drake cruizer, belonging to your marine establishment at Bombay, 
arrived here from Suez on die 12th of June with intelligence forwarded to your 
Governments in India by Mr. Baldwin, the Consul in Egypt, who made him- 
self responsible for the authenticity of it that the French declared war against 
England at the beginning of last February 1 . We had no hesitation in acting 
upon it under this assurance from Mr. Baldwin, especially as such an event 
was rendered highly probable from a letter which had been received, by Lord 
Cornwallis from the Right Honorable Mr. Dundas, one of His Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State ; and we proceeded to take the necessary measures 
against the French in this country. The orders of your Secret Committee 
bearing date die 9th [7th?] of February, with their letter dated the 12th of 
March last, were afterwards received directing us to adopt without delay such 
measures as we might think would be effectual for the capture of any French 
ships or vessels, or of any forts or possessions which the French might have in 
India. 

3. The arrival of Mr. Baldwin’s despatch was immediately followed by 
orders to seize the French ships and vessels lying in the river, and they were 
executed by a party from die garrison without opposition. The number taken 
was four, vizt., 

the ships "La bien Aim.ee?’ and 

"Lis Amus de St. Dominque” ; 
the snow "La bien faisanf’; and 
the schooner "Le Chandernagore”. 

4. The first of these ships proved to have been formerly an English sloop 
of war, the Ceres ; and we were induced from the description given of her to 
desire that she should be armed and fitted out as a cruizer under the direc- 
tions of Captain Blair of your Bombay Marine, who happened to be in 
Calcutta; and we appointed him to command the ship. 

5. The second appeared to have been recendy French property, but, some- 
time before the arrival of the intelligence of the war, disposed of to English 
merchants resident here, who produced the papers by which the property had 
been altered. They brought sufficient testimony of their having obtained 
possession according to the established forms, and that the vessel carried an 
English flag. We therefore gave orders for restoring her to the merchants to 
whom she belonged. The other vessels were sold, and the proceeds of the sale 
were paid into the treasury. 

6. On the 11th of June a small detachment of Europeans from the garri- 
son was ordered to Barrackpore, where they were joined by a battalion of 
sepoys and proceeded under the command of Major Duncan to take possession 
of Chandernagore, which was immediately effected without resistance from the 
French inhabitants. 

7. The commander of the detachment, after posting the necessary guards 
in and about the town, and securing, as far as was necessary for the present, the 
persons of the people, and those in particular in the different classes, whose 
violence had contributed to the disturbances which had so long disgraced that 
settlement, had an inventory made of the public property, which was 
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inconsiderable, and afterward sold at public auction for a sum not exceeding 
rupees four thousand three hundred and fifty four, four annas and three pice. 

8. When we were advised' of the surrender of the place Major Duncan 
was desired to accept the paroles of such of the inhabitants as were of the 
higher ranks, and to take the affedavits of those of the lower, binding them in 
the usual terms not to act offensively against the English during the conti- 
nuance of the war between France and Great Britain. 

9. We transmit, as numbers in the packet, copies of the instructions given 
to the officer commanding the detachment as well as of his different letters 
from Chandernagore subsequent to the capture. 

10. We next appointed a Superintendent, annexing to his duties those 
of Judge and Magistrate, for the civil government of the place while it con- 
tinued in our possession, and we nominated Mr. Richard Comyns Birch, one 
of your civil servants, to those offices. A copy of his instructions is enclosed. 

11. Mr. Birch soon observed that the modes which had been used for 
dispensing the laws at Chandernagore were very inadequate to a full or impar- 
tial administration of justice to the inhabitants ; and he suggested to us the 
necessity of authorising some reforms in the courts, or at least of freeing the 
laws that really existed from the abuses which hitherto had prevented their 
proper operation. He expressed himself in these terms: — 

“There were, under die French establishment, two courts of justice: the 
Cutcherry and the Tribunal. The former blended the fouzdarry jurisdiction 
and the department of police with the investigation of civil actions between 
natives. The European Jemmadar, or Superintendent of Police, was the sole 
judge of this court, assisted by a Greffier or Registrar, the usual native officers 
as in our courts, and four native Counsellors who declared the law of the 
respective religions, and who gave their opinion on the whole cause prior to 
the judgement of the Jemmadar, by which, however, the latter was not 
restricted as to the definitive sentence. 

“I have every reason to believe that this court of native Counsellors, as 
they were called, has been not merely useless, but that the opinion given by 
them in open court, which in the generality of cases (that is such as are clearly 
proved) is the same with the sentence of the Jemmadar, has afforded the means 
of impressing the natives with the idea that these Counsellors have power to 
give what sentence they please, and enables them and others to make exactions 
from the suitors, which it will be my particular care to put a stop to, and for 
which this court, I am afraid very deservedly, was loudly complained against 
under the French Government. 

"If these Counsellors are no longer kept, I apprehend, the rest of establish- 
ment may be deemed as low as it can be reduced to, the extreme penury of 
this settlement for some time past having compelled the r ulin g party to abolish 
every expence not absolutely indispensable. 

“I have likewise to request my jurisdiction in criminal cases may be 
defined 5 by your informing me if I am to try offences short of capital, or if all 
criminal cases are to be sent to Kishenagur to the Judge of Circuit. 

“The Tribunal, or European Court, will, I fear, occasion to your Lordship 
in Council a considerable trouble. I am not at all afraid of the duties of it, 
nor do I apprehend any material difficulties will arise as to your decisions on 
these points on which I shall have to request your orders ; but as some 
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deviation must necessarily take place, either from the French laws, or rather 
form of laws, or from the English laws, and as in several cases now within my 
knowledge I have reason to think justice will require a deviation from both, I 
beg leave to suggest the following proposal, that instead of any general rules 
being made I may proceed in the investigation of the causes of most impor- 
tance till they are ready for sentence, that I may then be permitted to attend 
your Lordship in Council when they are taken into consideration. Your 
decisions on these cases, and on the points I may particularly have to suggest 
out of them, will form rules for my guidance both as to forms and decisions 
in future. 

"This Tribunal is a court of very great importance involving the whole 
property of this setdement, and of all connected with it. A principal and 
immediate difficulty arises from the property of persons dying intestate, and 
of absentees forced during the late tumults to abandon their own property, and 
that of others to whom they were attorney. The French form in the former 
case is for seals to be imposed by the Greffier taken off and inventories made 
before witnesses, the goods or estate sold by auction, and claims upon it made 
by application to the court, whose orders the Greffier obeys in the appropria- 
tion. This mode, with some forms for securing, the property from any 
embezzlement, and with a payment of the money into the Company’s treasury 
instead of remaining with any individual, might with propriety 3 continue. 
Three cases of persons having property and dying intestate have occurred since 
I have been in charge of the plan ; and several successions to estates of deceased 
persons are in litigation and requiring prompt decision, one of which is to a 
very large amount and involves questions of much intricacy, as to the rights 
of the claimants. It would scarcely be possible for me to state abstractedly 
satisfactory grounds on which an opinion can be formed which could be a 
sufficient guide for 4 my conduct. But, as every proceeding in the court is in 
writing, particular cases may be submitted to you with great accuracy, and 
these will be good grounds for general rules." 


12. We acquainted Mr. Birch in answer to his letter that, coinciding in 
c 19 Tul opinion with him as to the necessity of reforming the then 

onsn. y. existing Cutchery, and abolishing the different offices 
annexed to it, as far as might be consistent with the due administration of 
justice, we desired that the necessary orders might be given for these purposes. 


13. We observed with regret that it would be difficult to wave a decision 
on some of the civil actions at present depending in the court at Chander- 
nagore, for we anxiously wished to avoid any determination on property which, 
in the event of Chandernagore being restored to its late possessors, might} prove 
a source of future distress to the individuals, and even of discussion between 


the English and French Government. We therefore proposed that, where the 
nature of the case did not press for immediate judgement, he should rather 
let the proceedings remain suspended than pass an order upon them. 


14. Under this limitation, we instructed Mr. Birch to take such steps in 
the investigation of civil actions as the French laws had directed, not passing 
judgement where it could be postponed without material injury to the suitors, 
and setting aside for the present all cases not answering this description. 

15. We entirely approved of the abolition of the fees that had heretofore 
been exacted in the pliouzdary business, as well as of all- other fees, which, 
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without being just rights annexed to particular offices, afforded pretexts to 
die inferior attendants for putting into execution various corrupt and oppres- 
sive measures for the extortion of money from die suitors in the court. 

16. The necessity of exercising a criminal jurisdiction for the protection 
of the persons and properties of those who resided at Chandernagore and in its 
neighbourhood did not admit of delay in this branch of Mr. Birch’s duty. We 
directed him therefore to proceed to the trial of all criminals in the mode and 
at the times appointed by the French laws, excepting natives who were .to be 
tried by our own regulations, passing such sentences and inflicting such punish- 
ments as those laws and regulations have annexed to the crimes that he might 
have occasion to decide on. 


17. With regard to the European Court, we directed him to observe the 
rules of conduct that have hitherto governed the proceedings there, and, should 
any case occur in which he experienced a difficulty in forming a decision, to 
report die case, in writing, detailing at length the evidence that had been 
given on both sides, the French law as it applied on that evidence, and the 
foundation of those doubts which had induced him to suspend the sentence 
or decision. 


18. As to the property of intestates, we instructed him to take such 
steps as die peculiar circumstances of each case might suggest, but 
still with a reference to the principle laid down, of abstaining, as far as 
possible, from coming to final judgement unless induced to do so by absolute 
necessity. 5 

19. In addition to these instructions, we afterwards acquainted him that, 
in all cases, whether of magnitude or involving questions of doubt or difficulty, 

Consn 19 Tul diat came before him, although sentence was to be pro- 

J y * nounced and judgement given by him, he was to refer his 
decisions, previous to carrying them into execution, to the Governor General 
in Council, with copies of all the proceedings thereupon, considering the 
Government General in all such cases as a court of ultimate resort by which his 
determination might be confirmed or altered as the circumstances of the case 
might appear to die Governor General in Council to require. 


20. The total decline of the French trade under the late unsetded form 
of government, added to the intestine commotions which disturbed the peace 
of their settlements, having deprived many of the inhabitants of the means 
of support, we have, in compliance with the representations of Mr. Birch, 
agreed to allow certain small sums (large however in the aggregate) during the 
continuance of the war for the support of persons who would otherwise be 
wholly destitute. We transmit, as a number in the packet, a list of the names 
of these persons, their former situations, their Claims on us for support, and 
the allowances to each respecting. 


■ 21. All the persons in that list would have been exposed to perish from 
want, if they had not experienced the indulgence of this Government ; and, as 
an additional reason for granting them assistance, it may 
not be superfluous to remark that local circumstances may 
be urged in support of their claim on the humanity of the 
Company. It is not only those’ who received allowances for employments under 
Vol. xvn — 11 ^ 


Consn. 22d July, 
No. 6. 
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the French Government whose distress may be attributed to the capture. All 
who derived their subsistence by a little export trade, which is now precluded, 
and even by professions which that commerce enabled them to follow, are left 
without bread by the elfects of the war. In Europe, a variety of means for 
subsistence are open to all ranks ; but, in this country, and in the present 
situation of the French, industry has no room for exertion, and distress is 
altogether without resource. 


22. On the day that die intelligence arrived from Mr. Baldwin we gave 
orders that letters should be written to the Magistrates &ca. in the three pro- 
vinces directing them to take possession of all factories and houses of trade 
belonging to the French ; and orders were at the same time forwarded to the 
Officers Commanding at the different stations to afford such assistance to the 
Magistrates in the execution of the directions sent to them as they might deem 
necessary. 

23. We beg leave to refer you to our proceedings of the annexed dates 
for the letters that were received from die different Magistrates in whose 

districts the French had property, acquainting us that 
C ° nSI No 21 2 ^ UnC ' they had taken possession of the factories and houses of 
trade, and had taken from the French paroles and 
affidavits in the terms and according to the forms (copies of which we now 
enclose) which had been transmitted to them. 


24. It having appeared to us that it might be productive of injurious 
consequences to the interest of the Company if we permitted any individual 
of the French nation to carry on trade as private merchants in different parts 
of the provinces, and as they had previously done during the existence of 
the French houses of commerce, we issued circular orders to the Magistrates 
and chiefs of districts to send all persons of this discription to the Presidency, 
subsequent to their having given the paroles or affidavits mentioned in the 
preceding paragraphs. 

25. But as it was represented to us that many individuals of the French 
nation had resided peaceably in different parts of the provinces for several 
years, and that their being removed would be destructive of their future pros- 
pects, we, on a subsequent occasion, so far altered our original orders as to 
admit their carrying on trade, provided the chief of the district should make 
no objection to their doing so ; and we further desired that the chief’s assent 
might not be withheld, except to the applications of persons of unfair character 
who were likely, in his opinion, to abuse the indulgence, and whose habits of 
life did not allow him to expect that they would carry on their commerce in 
a fair and regular way, 

26. Our proceedings of the annexed date contain copies of letters from 

the Resident at Ingeram to the Commanding Officer at 
Consn. 5 July, No. 5 Samulcottah, 6 and die answers relative to the measures to 
toNo. 17 indu- taken for the defence of the Company’s possessions 
ag ains t the French, as well as of those necessary for the 
reduction of the factory at Yanam belonging to that nation. 

27. In our consultation of the 14th June, you will observe the corres- 
pondence that passed previous to a knowledge of the war between your Chief 
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and Council at Surat and Mr. Bruix, French Resident at that place, as well as 
between the Chief and Council at Surat and ; the Bombay Government on the 
subject, principally of Mr. Bruix’s requisition that he should hoist the French 
colours at Surat. 


28. The whole business having been finally referred to us for our final 
determination, we thought it unnecessary to send any answer to the reference 
at present in respect to the privilege claimed by the French Resident at Surat, 
as from the intelligence we had received prior to the arrival of these, papers, 
and the instructions we had in consequence sent to Bombay, the French factory 
must have been taken possession of for the Company. 

29. An application having been made to the Board of Trade by 
Mr. Michel on the 12th of June, subsequent to the arrival of the intelligence 
of the war, relative to the delivery of the cargoes of salt which had been con- 
signed to him, the Board of Trade communicated his application to us together 
with their observations on it in the following terms. 

“In consequence of the war with France, we beg leave to submit to your 
Lordship in Council that French permits on account of the convention salt of 
1793/4 have been produced at this office to the amount of 
maunds 35,000, that the quantity actually delivered to the 
12th June into the Company's golas upon the above 
permits amount to maunds 29,272. No payment has yet been made for this 
salt, because the list of permits for the year 1793/4 had not been received by 
Monsieur Michel ; and he desired that the salt imported by the Bien Aimie 
(part of the above quantity) might be received into the Company’s golas 
upon the permits, and that payment might be defferred till .the list (which 
forms the official check) should arrive. This was acquiesced in, and the same 
was extended to all other cargoes in a like predicament. We enclose copy of 
Mr. Michel’s letter dated 6th May, 1793. 

“That there are on board English ships at Sulky 7 a further quantity of 
1793/4 French salt in course of delivery amounting by estimate ,to about 
maunds 7,948. 


Consn. 17 June, 
No. 24. 


"Duplicate or substitute permits on account of ’92/3 have been presented 
to the amount of maunds 11,000 ; and there have been received upon these 
permits, conformably to your Lordship’s directions of the 10th April last, 
maunds 10,745, [seers] 25, and for which, agreeably to the above directions, no 
payment has yet been made. 

“The whole quantity of salt which the French were authorized to import 
under duplicate permits on account of ’92/3 amounted to about maunds 27,517, 
[seers] 2, as stated in our letter to your Lordship in Council under date the 15th 
April. 

“Monsieur Michel has, since the notification of war with France, addressed 
us a letter, stating that, if the Government of Pondicherry had not omitted a 
necessary form (meaning the transmission of the list of permits), the salt which 
has been delivered would have been paid for, and intimating his expectation 
that the French individuals to whom it belongs shall yet be paid. We send 
an extract of his letter. 


"We request your Lordship’s instructions upon Monsieur Michel’s appli- 
cation, and for our proceedings respecting the salt in . course of delivery from 
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the English ships at Sulky, and respecting any that may yet arrive in English 
ships under sanction of permits issued before the knowledge of hostility, with 
France. 


“We take the present occasion to communicate to your Lordship in Coun* 
cil a circumstance which we are of opinion ought to be known to the Honor- 
able Court of Directors and the English Ministry whenever amity shall be 
restored with France, vizt., that die French Governors and Agents were in the 
habit of selling the permits for the two lacks of maunds of salt die French 
were allowed by the Convention of 1787 to import into Bengal. British sub- 
jects were, we believe, frequendy the purchasers. We speak merely from the 
notoriety of the fact, for, as the payments were made to the French Agent here, 
we have not any official means of knowing what salt was French property, and 
what was the property of English individuals. 

“In case of any salt being imported upon captured vessels, we submit to 
your Lordship in Council that the captors be required to deliver the salt to our 
order. We do not mean by this proposition to affect any claim the captors 
may have to the value of such salt, but merely to prevent the Government 
monopoly being interfered with.” 

30. We directed the Board of Trade to receive in deposit all salt imported 
under regular French permits, keeping separate as well as in bulk accounts 8 
the quantities imported previous to the 10th of June, and the quantities that 
might have arrived subsequent to that time or in future, and we deem that 
no part of either should be paid for till we issued orders expressly for that 
purpose.. 

31. An application having been made to us by the commander of a 
neutral ship for freight of a cargo of salt brought round on his vessel from 
the coast of Coromandel consigned to Mr. Deverinne & Co., on account of the 
French company, half of which had been landed at the Company’s golahs 
by order of Mr. Deverinne & Co., who in consequence of the notification of 
tire war refused to give orders as to the remainder, we referred the business 
to the Board of Trade, whose answer was expressed as follows: 


“We have received Mr. Sub-Secretary Fombel’s letter of the 21st instant 


Consn. 28 June, 
No. 24. 


referring to us copy of a letter from Captain Kent of 
the Danish ship Elizabeth, whose cargo is now landing 
at Sulkea. 


“Being fully of opinion that Captain Kent is entitled to the freight of 
the salt, we request your Lorship’s sanction for paying it on a receipt being 
produced, countersigned by Mr. Deverinne. A separate account of it will be 
kept, and the amount may be hereafter deducted from the price of the salt, 
if ever payment for it shall be settled to be made to the French. 

“We beg leave to acquaint your Lordship that on the 18th instant a snow 
called the Hyder Bux arrived with a cargo of salt, shipped by Mr. John Hall 
of Madras, and consigned to Mr. Deverinne, who refused to receive, the salt 
or to pay the freight in consequence' of the war. A person called Nineapah, 
the supposed owner of the vessel, having applied to us to know what was to 
be done with the salt, he was directed to land it at Sulkea, and to produce the 
permits under which it was imported.- Nineapah in answer did not produce 
the permits, but referred to Mr. Deverinne for, them. 



13 august 1793 


165 


"Having stated the above particulars we request your Lordship’s instruc- 
tions on the subject, observing at die same time that the bill of lading evidendy 
shows diat the salt was consigned to Mr. Deverinne, previous to the notifica- 
tions of die war, 9 who would in all probability, had it not being for this event, 
both have produced die permits and paid the freight.” 

32. Coinciding in the opinion delivered by the Board of Trade relative 
to the justice of Captain Kent's claim, we ordered diat he should receive the 
amount of the freight which he had agreed for, and that he might be directed 
to land die remainder of die salt which had not been delivered at the Company’s 
golahs. 


Dutch 


33. As soon as the intelligence of the war arrived here, a letter was written 
by the Governor General to the Director at Chinsurah to acquaint him with 
the events which had taken place in Europe, and widi our determination in 
consequence. His Lordship’s letter was expressed as follows: 

“I think it proper to inform you that I have received intelligence this 
Consn. 11 June, morning by one of the Company’s vessels which has 

No. 6. arrived from Suez, that war was declared against 

England and Holland by France on the 1st of last February. 

"It can hardly be supposed that the people at Chandemagore, although 
they may receive early intelligence of this event, will venture to molest the 
settlement at Chinsurah ; but, in that or any other case, you may be entirely 
certain that the friendship and alliance subsisting between our Governments 
will secure to you every assistance from us that you may require.” 

34. A letter was also dispatched to the Governor General at 

Consn. 21 June, Batavia by a private ship which sailed from hence to the 

No. 24. northwest coast of America, a few days subsequent 

to the arrival of the intelligence. 


Consn. 8 July, 
No. 16. 


35. We transmit as a number in the packet a copy of a letter received 
from the Dutch Governor and Council at Cochin, representing to us that the 
Fort of Cochin was not in a proper state of defence, in 
case it should be attacked, as the whole garrison consisted 
only of eight hundred men, though a number not less 
than three thousand was requisite for the defence of the place; that they 
were uncertain of receiving succours from Batavia ; and solicited our assis- 
tance as well under the terms of the last treaty as from a principle of 
mutual accommodation. They also requested a supply of salt provisions, peas 
and medicines. 


36. We answered this letter by saying that we thought it no less our 
duty than it was our own inclination to assure the Governor and Council at 
Cochin that they might depend upon every degree of assistance and protection 
from us that could be expected from a nation that felt a warm concern about 
the interests of the Republic with which it was connected by the strongest ties 
of alliance and friendship ; that under all the circumstances of the present 
state of political affairs in this country, we had no reason to apprehend that 
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Tippoo Sultaun would be disposed to renew his former connexions with die 
French nation ; and as we could not allow ourselves to doubt that we should 
soon have a decided naval superiority in these seas by the arrival of English 
and Dutch ships of war from Europe, we freely aknowledged that it appeared 
highly improbable to us that the French at Mauritius would venture, or be 
in a condition, to make an attempt upon Cochin, 10 or any other settlement of 
either of our nations upon the continent of India. 

37. That at the same time, in order to guard against all possible contin- 
gencies, we had sent instructions to the Commanding Officer of the troops on 
the coast of Malabar (a copy of which we enclosed for their satisfaction) to 
reinforce the Dutch garrison, if a requisition should be made to that effect, 
to the extent that in our opinion would be sufficient for the defence of the fort, 
in the event of their being able to supply such a garrison with provisions for 
three months from the Dutch magazines, and unless he should from circums- 
tances with which we could not be acquainted have reason to believe that the 
safety of the Company’s establishments on the Malabar Coast would be 
immediately endangered by his compliance with such a requisition. 

38. We also informed the Governor and Council that as no ship from 
Bengal or Madras could , for some time touch at Cochin, we had sent a copy 
of their indent for medicines to Bombay, with directions that they should be 
furnished from thence, and either sent to Cochin when an opportunity offered, 
or delivered to any person who might apply for them to that Government ; 
and that, if it had been in our power, we should, with equal readiness, 
have supplied them with -the provisions that they required; but that we 
had no articles of that kind in the stores at this place,, nor did we know that 
they were to' be. found in the Company’s magazines either at Madras or 11 
Bombay. 

39. We were therefore obliged upon that head to recommend to the 

Governor and Council to endeavour to obtain a stock of salted provisions and 
peas by private purchase at Madras or Bombay or elsewhere as they might 
think proper ; and we suggested to .them that it might be useful to collect 
without loss of time a large number of sheep 1 * in the neighbourhood of the 
fort, and to lay in a quantity of hay arid gram for their support, in the event 
of its being necessary to bring them within the works, by which means the 
troops would, in case of a siege, require a less proportion of salted provisions, 
and at the same time, it would contribute very much to the healthiness of the 
European part of the garrison. ■ 

40. We transmit, as a number in the packet, a copy! of the instructions 
sent from' hence to the officer commanding His Majesty’s and the Com- 
pany’s troops on the coast of Malabar for the regulation of his conduct, 
should the Dutch Government solicit assistance from him for the protection 
of Cochin. 

We are, 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

13th August, 1793, Your most obedient humble servants. 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 28 OCTOBER 1793 

Export of saltpetre prohibited except with special permission — 

Danish protests. 

•FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

To die Honorable the Court of Directors for die affairs of the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Immediately upon die arrival of the intelligence relative to the war 
widi France, we prohibited the exportation of saltpetre from hence, except 
widi our special permission, conceiving that it was highly probable that the 
situation of affairs in Europe would render it necessary for us to send home 
a large supply on die ships of die season, and deeming it of importance that 
so necessary an article in time of war should not by any indirect means be 
conveyed to die enemy from this country. 

2. An application was afterwards made by the Government at Tran- 
quebar to Lord Cornwallis during His Lordship’s stay at Madras for a relaxa- 
tion of those orders in favor of the Danish nation. 

3. His Lordship acquainted them that he had forwarded their 

-*T o letter to us ; but that he could not flatter them with any 
hopes of their request being complied with. 

4. Our answer was as follows: "Lord Cornwallis has transmitted to us 
the letter which you did us the honor of writing to us, dated the 28th ultimo, 

in which you request that we would so far depart from 
C°nsn^21st October, t j lc em ]j ar g 0 we had laid on the exportation of saltpetre 
from Bengal as to allow the necessary quantities of that 
article to be laden on die Danish ships bound to Copenhagen from India. 

‘We sincerely hope that our declining to comply with your request will 
not be attended widi the ill consequences to the Danish trade which you appre- 
hended. We are concerned to say that the present situation of affairs 
entirely puts it out of our power to make any addition to the quantity of salt- 
petre which had been hidierto allotted to the Danish East India Company, 
and that circumstances do not admit of our dispensing with the restriction 
(long since communicated to the Government at Fredericksnagore) which 
makes it necessary that a • certificate be produced to the Custom Master in 
Calcutta from the agents of the -Danish Company of proportions of the specific 
supplies actually received by the Danish Company from this Government be- 
ing shipped on specific vessels, before the exportation thereof is allowed.” 

Fort William, 

'’.8th of October, 1793. We have the honor to be. 

(Per Charlottee cutter.) 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 12 JANUARY 1794 

Birch’s administration of Chandemagore — Leaders guilty of violence 
removed from Chandcrnagore — Subsistence allowance to th$ French not to be 
enhanced. 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for affairs of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies.' 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We had the honor of writing to you from this Department on the 28th 
of October, .1793, by the Charlotte cutter. . 


French 


2. Having in that letter, and in our address dated the 13th of August, 
detailed at considerable length the circumstances which had preceded and 
followed the taking possession of the French settlements in. this country, we 
have now. little more to add than a recital of those municipal regulations which 
necessity and the unsettled state of the French jurisprudence, owing to internal 
dissensions, have compelled us to frame or to adopt upon the suggestion of 
Mr. Birch, the Superintendent and Magistrate at Chandemagore. 

3. In our letter of the I3th of August, para II, we laid before you 
Mr. Birch’s report to us on the administration of justice at that settlement 

under the late Government, and the regulations he 
C°nsn. ^1 st^Nm-cm- p ro p OSe( j And we now have the honor to transmit, as 
a number in the packet, a copy of a subsequent letter on 
the same .subject, but more particularly upon that branch of it which relates 
to the management of the estates of intestates. 

4. The Superintendent details with great apparent accuracy the relative 
functions of the Greffier, Notary and Curator under the French law, and from 
his description and proposition we have been enabled to establish such regu- 
lations as seemed to us well calculated for the protection of the property and 
rights of individuals ; the functions of the Law Departments are separated and 
so constituted as to be proper check upon each other. 


5. We transmit, a. number in the packet, a copy of the regulations pro- 
posed by Mr. Birch, which we approved, and directed 
lst I ^ e ™ ber ’ him to carry into execution, inserting a copy of them in 

the French and English books of proceedings of the 
European Court at Chandemagore. 


6. You will observe, on our proceedings of the annexed date, a represen- 
tation, laid before us by Mr. Birch, respecting his judicial duty at Chander- 


Consn. 1st Novem- 
ber. 


nagore, and stating a necessity for his having some assis- 
tance to enable him to attend sufficiently to one of it, 
namely the Jemma dor’s Cutcherry. It was proper that 
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the person appointed his assistant in this'part of the business should be- qualified 
for the office by a. knowledge of the country languages, and we nominated to it 
Mr: Edward Thoroton with an' allowance of 250 rupees per mensem. 

7. The season for die dispatch of the Company’s ships so nearly approach- 
ing, Mr. Birch requested our attention to the situation of the French subjects 
who were directed to reside at Garetty, under a nonce from the Governor 
General in Council diat they would be sent either to Europe, to Pondicherry, 
or the Isle of France. 

8. It was stated , to be much their own wish that this intention should be 
carried into execution speedily, or that they might be allowed to return to their 
possessions and occupations at Chandernagore. The Superintendent observed 
that a material distinction might be made between the persons whom a con- 
nection in the same party (and in the effects of the struggle for power which 
had caused die distresses of that settlement) had involved in the same order 
for their removal from Chandernagore, and that Messrs. Richemont, 1 
Maurevcrt and Louis had so repeatedly shewn the violence of their disposition 
towards the inhabitants differing from them in political principles that their 
removal to a distance was particularly expedient. With respect to the other 
gendemen at Garetty, he thought it almost unimportant (if the three we have 
mentioned were sent away) how they were disposed of. 

9. Mr. Maurevert has had permission, at his request, to proceed to the 
Isle of France, and we determined that Messrs. Richemont and Louis should 
be sent to Europe. They had notice accordingly, and we were solicited by the 
family of Mr. Richemont for leave to accompany him. To this we could have 
no objection, but we did not think ourselves justified in ordering a passage for 
them at your expence, although Mr. Richemont himself, as he would proceed 
upon an order of the Government, not at his own instance and desire, would 
be entitled to this accommodation. It was represented to us that he was totally 
destitute of the means of .defraying the charge for their voyage, and a. ques- 
tion, then arose,, under the confirmation of our resolution not to subject you to 
it, whether we should persist in our order for sending. Monsieur Richemont 
to England, and thus separate him from his family, or allow him the option of 
remaining with them, in Bengal, . We determined from motives, of humanity 
on. the latter, and we suppose he has accepted it. And, as Mr. Louis, though 
not precisely in the same predicament, could not with. any propriety.be ex- 
cluded from a similar consideration, the option was left to him also ; he has 

~ preferred,, in compliance with our first requisition, for his. proceeding, to Europe, 
and he goes in the Hillsborough. His passage money remains to be settled in 
England. Had the. determination been made by up regarding it, .we should 
have fixed it at the rate allowed by your. regulations for the accommodation 
of writers in your service. , . . - 

10. The Commander of the Hillsborough will ..report- the arrival of 

Mr. -Louis to you. He goes upon his parole, and our motive in sending him 
from this country was to remove from the settlement of Chandernagore- a 
partizan, whose violence was a- source of trouble and uneasiness to -the. inhabi- 
tants there. ........ 

, 11. On. the subject .of a .representation. from the French subjects at 
Ghyretty arid of 'some at' Chandernagore agams't Monsieur De Bretel, Deputy 
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to Mr. Birch, the Superintendent, we shall only refer to the proceedings speci- 
fied, without troubling you with a detail which exhibits the violence of the 
French party spirit. The grounds of the complaints originated on the illness 
of the Grcflicr Mr. Pringault, .who is dead ; , and upon the occasion we judged 
it proper to separate die two offices of Grcflicr and Notary held by him, and to 
appoint distinct persons for each. In nominating the persons to fill them, we 
gave equal attention to the wishes of the French and the characters of the indi- 
viduals appointed. 

12. On a representation of Monsieur Chenu, 2 a prisoner of war, that he 
was sued in the Supreme Court of Judicature, we were induced to order the 

Company’s Attorney to interpose for his assistance, talcing 
C-nJ 0 * Dcccm " care that the Company were not subject to any claim 
thereby. . It appeared to us that Monsieur Chenu was not 
an object of the Court’s jurisdiction, and we did not think ourselves entitled to 
refuse the protection which he claimed. The proceedings are referred to in 
the margin. . 

13. The farm of the revenue of Chandernagorc arising from the several 
duties, salamies and imports usual in the native governments had been held 

at the yearly rent of 27,200 sicca rupees, payable by 
C0n8 "bcr. 6th DCCCm " ™ onthl y instalments ; but the impedements which the 
farmer met with in the collection of the duty on cloths 
induced the French Government to retain die collection of this duty in their 
own hands, and to allow a deduction of a certain amount from the rent which 
had been agreed to by the farmer when that duty was included. 

14. The lease expired on the 31st of December last. 

15. We directed the Superintendent to put it up for the ensuing year 
to public auction according to usage, and to allot the farm accordingly. 

16. Several applications having been made for augmentations of the 
subsistence to the French, we shall quote in this place a part of a letter written 
to us: on the subject by the Superintendent at Chandernagorc. — "I have one 
observation to make, which will apply against every petition for increase of 
allowances. When the misery which anarchy and confusion had for several 
years occasioned in Chandernagorc extorted from Government a deviation 
from the first determination of allowing no subsistences hut to military and to 
mariners taken in arms, I received orders to enquire into the situations of the 
several claimants, ; and to propose such allowances as I thought adequate to 
indispensable necessities. . The greater part of the claimants had no other 
plea but their distresses, in proportioning relief to which it was not at all the 
intention of Government to maintain in affluence and idleness the subjects of 
an inimical nation, but to give such aid as would enable those who. received it 
to . exert their industry for their own benefit, the indispensable requisites 
for life being supplied. This purpose is fully answered to all who have 
subsistences, and therefore humanity docs not at ' all oppose my duty in 
recommending that all petitions for augmentation of subsistences be returned 
as inadmissible”. 

17. Our sentiments entirely coincided with the opinion of the 
Superintendent, and we passed a resolution accordingly. 
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Dutch 

18. Wc transmit, as a number in die packet, a copy of a letter addressed 
to us by die Director and Council at Chinsurah request- 
Consn. ! Decem- j n g our ass i stance j n procuring men to navigate a ship 
belonging to the Dutch East India Company from hence 
to Batavia. A copy of our answer will be also sent in the dispatches. 


Portuguese 

19. Wc transmit to you in the packet a copy of a letter from Mr. De 
Souza, Governor of Mozambique, relative to the steps he had taken for assisting 
the unhappy sufferers who had heen shipwrecked in the 
C° nSI bcr 2 No N i°Q Cm * Win ter ton to enable them to reach some of the British 
settlements in India. His human intention was, however, 
unfortunately disappointed, as die vessel freighted for dieir accommodation 
was captured by the enemy. A copy of our answer to the Governor’s letter is 
also enclosed, and we beg leave to refer to it as expressive of our sense of his 
conduct upon which our sentiments have been given in our advices to your 
Honorable Court by this dispatdi from the Commercial Department. 

We have the honor to be, 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

the 12th January, 1794. Your most faithful humble servants. 


8 

FOREIGN LETTER DATED 15 MAY 1794 

Inability of the Company to render military assistance' to the Dutch — Grant 
of a loan without interest to the Dutch — Nomination of Joy as the Consul of 
the United States of America at Calcutta. 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honorable die Court of Directors for the affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. In addition to our letter of this date in the Political Department, we 
avail ourselves of the opportunity offered by the dispatch of the Sugarcane 
to communicate to you the following occurrences since our last address, recorded 
on our proceedings in the Foreign Department, 
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Spaniards 

2. In February last, we received a letter dated 13th December, 1793, from 
His Excellency the Honorable Don Raphael Maria de Aguilar, Captain General 
for die Spanish nation at Mannilla, advising us of his having taken possession 
of his Government, and assuring us of his cordial reception of the commanders 
of all British vessels that might arrive at Mannilla, that the necessary protec- 
tion would be given to facilitate the dispatch of their business, and diat they 
should not experience the least impediment, adding that by doing so he should 
not only “comply with the orders of his Sovereign, but be able to shew his 
attachment to the English nation.” 

3. We had an opportunity, in the beginning of the past month, of return- 
ing a suitable answer to this friendly letter, acknowledging the very cordial 
assurances on his part, and adding, on ours, that we should always be ready 
to avail ourselves of every opportunity of making a proper return to His Excel- 
lency and the Spanish nation, as well as to manifest our personal esteem. 
Copies of the. translation of this letter and our reply form a number in the 
accompanying list of packet. 

• Dutch 

4. On the 15th ultimo the Director and Council of the Dutch East India 
Company forwarded to us a letter from their Government at Batavia, dated 
the 30th September, 1793, stating the danger their ships and possessions were 
exposed to from the force of the French cruizers in the straits of Sunda, and 
soliciting that we would afford them any aid in our power, as well as assist in 
supplying their settlement at Ceylon with rice, either by transporting it thither 
ourselves, or furnishing freight for the purpose. 

5. To the first part of this application it was totally out of our power to 
shew any attention beyond what had been previously given to the ground of it 
by the employment of Captain Mitchell’s squadron against our common enemy 
to the eastward, and we were also compelled to declare the impossibility of our 

giving the assistance desired in the transportation of rice to Ceylon. 

\ 

6. We understood, however, by a conference which the Governor General 
had with one, of the Chinsurah Council (Mr. Hanguitz) that it would be 
acceptable to them as well as to the Government of Batavia to be assisted with 
pecuniary supplies to enable them to purchase a sufficient quantity of rice to 
be transported by themselves to Columbo, and therefore wrote to assure them, 
in such case, of our readiness to afford any pecuniary assistance their exigencies 
might require. 

7. This offer was thankfully accepted by the Director and Council, with 
an acknowledgement that they considered it a proof of our interest in the 
welfare of the Dutch Company; and they specified the sum of 63,000 sicca 
rupees as the sum they had engaged to pay for the rice required, adding that 
it would be convenient to them, if agreeable to us, to give bills of exchange 
for the above amount on Batavia; 

8. We immediately transmitted them the usual treasury order for the 
' sum desired, and wrote to them at the same time to .the following effect: that 
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we were happy in having it in our power to afford them this accommodation 
under die local exigencies pointed out by them ; but as it would be highly 
inconvenient to us to receive bills o£ exchange on Batavia, we begged leave to 
decline die acceptance of such and to request repayment at this Presidency 
when it might be convenient to them, winch from the credit they had on the 
Council at Batavia we might hope for at an early period ; and in this expecta- 
tion we begged leave to tender the present loan without any claim of interest. 

9. The above recapitulation contains the whole in substance of this tran- 
saction as far as it has yet gone ; but we at die same time forward copies of 
die correspondence referred to for the more particular information of your 
Honorable Court if required. 


America 

10. The only remaining circumstance we have at present to co mmun icate 
from diis Department is the arrival of Mr. Benjamin Joy in the past mondi 
with a commission bearing die name of G. Washington, signed as President 
of the United States of America, and appointing Mr. Joy, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, Consul of the United States of [for] Calcutta and other 
ports and places on the coast of India in Asia. 

11. Mr. Joy advised us of his. appointment under date the 3d April, and 
on die 13th transmitted his commission (of which a copy widi copies of die 
odier papers and proceedings referred to will be enclosed for your inspection), 
adding that die intentions of the American Government in granting it were 
amicable and humane, and requesting from us such countenance and assist- 
ance as would enable him to carry them into effect. 

12. Having considered the foregoing letters with the credentials which 
accompanied them, we judged it incumbent on us to return the latter to him, 
and directed our Secretary to answer his addresses in the following terms : 

“The Governor General in Council, having no instructions from England, 
does not think himself at liberty to admit Mr, Joy in the public character of a 
Consul entided to privileges ; but he may reside here as a Commercial Agent 
subject to the civil and criminal jurisdiction of this country ; and the Governor 
General in Council will apply to the Honorable Court of Directors on the 
subject of Mr. Joy’s address." 

13. Mr. Joy’s reply was merely an acknowledgement of the receipt of the 
above, but it will be found in the accompanying copies of the complete corres- 
pondence on this subject; and we doubt not that your Honorable Court 
will approve our proceedings as substantially reported in the above quotation 
of our resolution of the 21st ultimo, as well as that we shall receive early 
instructions for our future guidance. 


We have the honor to be, 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

15th May, 1794. Your most faithful humble servants. 

[Per Sugarcane.) 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 31 MAY 1794 

Danish claims lo their old factory at Calicut. 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for the affairs of die United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. The only material occurrence recorded on our proceedings in this 
Department since our late address of the lS.th instant by the Sugarcane (of 
which a triplicate is now forwarded by the lioddington’s) is a claim preferred 
by the Danish Governor at Tranqucbar to a factory and territory attached to 
it, formerly held by the Danish at Calicut, and the restoration of which, vvidi 
former privileges, is now claimed under alleged penoanahs from the Samoory 
and Tippoo Sultaun. 

2. The accompanying extract of a letter from the Governor in Council 
at Bombay, and copies of the correspondence therein referred to, will inform 
your Honorable Court of the particulars of this claim, as far as it has been yet 
proceeded upon ; and the following is the substance of diem. 

3. On die 9di December, 1793, Mr. William Brown addressed a letter 
to Mr. Farmer, dien Supervisor of the province of Malabar, advising him of his 
appointment by the Royal Danish Government of Tranqucbar to be their 
Agent at Calicut, with authority to request from the Samorry Rajah die restora- 
tion of die Danish factory with all its privileges ; and for this purpose lie had 
brought the requisite perwanahs of the Samooric and Tippoo Sultaun to shew 
the right of his constituents to the factory and grounds adjoining .to it ; but 
that on his arrival at Calicut lie found die Rajah had not die power of complying 
with his application without the permission of the English Government, which 
he hoped however to receive ; and had written .to Tranqucbar to give informa- 
tion of the present state of the country. 

4. In answer to this address, the Supravisor, on the 15th of the same 
month, informed Mr. Brown that the province of Malabar having been ceded 
by the last peace widi Tippoo Sultaun to the Company, all claims of the nature 
described should be made to their representative, and that after being furnished 
with sufficient credentials of Mr. Brown’s being empowered to act on the part 
of the lloyal Danish Government of Tranqucbar, he should at all times be 
ready to examine and answer freely whatever might be advanced in their 
behalf. 

5. Instead, however, of furnishing the documents required, Mr. Brown, 
on the 30th January, transmitted an official protest against every encroachment 
on die original rights and privileges of the Danish factory at Calicut, trans- 
mitting at die same time a copy of .the letter directing such [ action ] from the 
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Government o£ Tranquebar, and adding “I am likewise ordered to declare that 
the said Government lias resolved to suspend every claim on this subject in 
India till such time as the representation of the Court of Denmark to the Court 
of Great Britain shall bring the matter to a decision consistent with equity 
and justice, established on die rights of nations.” 

6. To diis protest Mr. Farmer repeated that die cause of his not having 
entered on a discussion or investigation of die claim preferred on the part of 
His Danish Majesty was his not having been apprized of die powers asserted 
by Mr. Brown to be vested in him ; and that lie was still willing to investigate 
it with any person regularly authorized and announced ; adding, in answer 
to allegation contained in the letter from Tranquebar relative to die removal 
of die Danish flags tad and dilapidation of the factory buildings, that the 
former long preceded the arrival of Mr. Agnew (to whom it was charged) at 
Calicut, and the latter were destroyed by die officers, and probably under the 
orders of Tippoo Sultaun, the timbers having been applied to buildings in his 
new town of Firokia. 1 

7. This reply appears to have closed the correspondence between 
Mr. Farmer and Mr. Brown ; but the Governor in Council at Bombay has 
since received a letter from the Danish Government at Tranquebar, dated the 
31st March, 1794, notifying “diat William Brown is appointed His Danish 
Majesty's Agent at Calicut, with orders to take under his management the 
Danish factory and territory belonging diercto”, and requesting directions for 
his being received accordingly, adding, “die resolution we had taken to lay the 
case before His Majesty with all its circumstances we will now defer till we 
arc informed of die steps your Government shall diink proper to take with 
regard to His Majesty’s rights.” 

8. The Governor in Council at Bombay having acquainted us that he has 
directed the Supravisor of the Malabar Province (now Mr. Stephens) to treat 
with Mr. Brown as Danish Agent, and enter on a discussion of the claim 
preferred, we wait die result of their instructions, which the Supravisor was 
ordered to report. 

9. In die meantime however we have diought it necessary to remark to 
the Governor in Council that the principal point to be ascertained appears 
to us to be whcdier die possession of die factory by die Danes was completely 
done away by Tippoo Sultaun previous to our acquisition of it, as in that case, 
whatever may have been their original right, we conceived, .they cannot now 
have any just tide to it. On diis point, dicrcforc, we have suggested, the 
Supravisor should be instructed to obtain die fullest and most incontrovertible 
evidence, that every plea in objection to the fact, if established, may be satis- 
factorily obviated. 

We have the honor to be, 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

31st May, 1794. Your most obedient and faithful servants. 


(Per Boddington.) 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 18 AUGUST. 1794 

Prize low : certain French vessels , though captured on the high seas, reseized 
by the Company’s troops on the Hooghly to preserve legal formalities — Doubts 
as to who • were entitled to the benefit of the prize money, , the original captors 
or the Company’s troops . 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable Court of Directors; - ' 

Honorable Sirs, ’ ‘ 

1. We have the Honor to transmit to you by the Nancy packet copies 
of our advices from this Department by the Sugarcane and Boddington on 
the 15th and 31st of May, and our proceedings in it from the 27th of December, 
1793, to the 30 th of June, 1794. 

■ , French ' 

2. The vessels mentioned in die margin having been taken on the coast 
. of Coromandel and in the Bay of Bengal at the commencement of the war, and 

sent to this Presidency for the purpose of their being con- 
Le ‘Nestor L> Acti ^" demned as prizes, we applied to the Advocate General for 
his opinion as to the mode in which we should proceed 
to prevent future litigation, while we- preserved your rights inviolate and left to 
the captors such advantages as diey might be entided to by law. It was the 
opinion of the Advocate General and your. Standing Counsel (upon a. consulta- 
tion held between them) that such ships as had been captured at sea beyond 
the limits to which the admiralty jurisdicrion of the Supreme Court dien 
extended could not be legally condemned in that Court ; and, as there was no 
other admiralty jurisdiction in India by which the condemnation of these 
vessels could be sanctioned^ they concurred in recommending, with a view to 
the condemnation here, that a second seizure might be made' in this river by 
die Company’s troops. They had doubts of the sufficiency- of the condemna- 
tion even after taking die step they proposed, which they agreed in advising 
merely because it must be very Expensive (and perhaps impossible owing to 
the state of the vessels) to send diem to Europe for the purpose of their being 
condemned in England ; and, upon due consideration of .the circumstances, the 
Government directed that the vessels should be put up to public sale. • 

3. Some gratuity was desired by the party sent on the above mentioned 
service ; but it was thought improper to admit a right to prize money on the 
seizure of vessels ' that made no resistance, when die duty was merely to board 
and take possession of them, which might have been done by a few peons, it 
the Charter of George the 2d., granted in 1758, and yielding to the Company 
the benefit of captures, had not made it necessary that a military force belong- 
ing to the Company should be employed on such occasions. 
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4 The Honorable Court of Directors, in their General Letter to Bengal 
dated the 3d of March, 1758, after observing that the Company, in virtue of 
this gram, were entitled to the whole of the plunder and booty which should 
be taken in wars, hostilities or expeditions by the Company’s own land or sea 
forces, directed that the plunder or booty so taken should be divided (with an 
exception as to military stores &ca.) into two parts, one moiety whereof should 
be given to the captors, and the other moiety carried to the credit of the 
Company ; but it could not be seriously imagined that any such captures as 
those in question, if they could be admitted to bear diat name, were in the 
contemplation of die Company when die order was issued. 

5. It was therefore determined diat a distinct account should be kept of 
all captures that had been already made, or might be made, in the course of 
the present war, that we might be enabled to ascertain die exact amount, in 
ease any suit of law should be commenced against die Company, either here 
or in England, for the recovery of prize money, and diat we might be better 
prepared to execute any orders you might send to us as to die disposal of the 
sums so deposited. 

6. The other circumstances for your consideration seem to be how far 
the Company arc in equity entitled to die profits arising from captures not 
made by their troops in the first instance, when die hazard (if any existed) 
was incurred but afterwards in the river widiout expcncc or danger and merely 
for the purpose of laying a legal foundation for their condemnation ; and next 
in what mode, and according to what standard, such prize money should be 
divided, should you eventually diink proper to deliver it up for die advantage of 
the original captors. 

7. The proper measures have been taken by your law officers to procure 
the condemnation of other Frcndi ships that have been captured, and the 

whole of die proofs has been completed. Nothing 
1m Men Aimie. therefore now remains but to proceed to a hearing, which 
Kri' V Nrstor am> £tMr can on ^’ ta ^ c P^ acc » according to the necessary forms, 
Ilietifaisani. during the terra. These causes will be amongst the first 

tried in the term ensuing, so that all the forms will most 
probably have been completed by the 15th of next November. 


Dutch 

8. The Governor in Council of Bombay has probably transmitted to 
your Honorable Court die particular of a correspondence with the Govern- 
ment of Cochin on a representation from Captain 
Consn. -Jth July. Archibald Blair diat die Union snow, a private vessel 
belonging to him and under his command, had been fired on by the Dutch 
Commodore in Codiin Roads ; but we shall enclose copies of the several 
papers diat we received from Bombay on diis subject. We have only to 
remark upon it diat the transaction, as it was laid before us, did not appear 
to require any furdicr notice ; and diat die usual and necessary distrust of all 
vessds under whatever colours in time of war seemed to justify the cautions 
observed at Cochin widi respect to Captain Blair on his entrance into that 
harbour, although under an erroneous supposition of a possible breach 
between the two nations, he misapprehended their object and purpose. 

Vol, XVn— 12 
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Spaniards 

9. Wc shall forward in the packet translations of two letters addressed 
to us by the late and present Captains General of Manilla, die former com- 
municating his recall to Europe, and the approbation 
Consn. 14th July. gi ven by die ICing of Spain to the measure of opening the 
port of Manilla to all European nations ; die latter reporting die seizure of 
die private ship Ceres by some Frenchmen and soldiers at Manilla, and die 
assistance, diough ineffectual, diat was afforded to die commander, Captain 
Wright, to recover the property. We shall make our acknowledgements to 
die Governor of Manilla for diis mark of attention to a ship under English 
colours, when an opportunity offers of writing to that place. 


Portuguese 

10. We have received a letter from the new Viceroy of Goa, Don Francisco 
Da Nigon Cabral, advising us of his having taken charge of diat Government 
_ . , T , under an appointment from the crown of Portugal, and 

1 assuring us of lus intention to promote die friendship 

which has so long subsisted between our respective sovereigns, to which we 
returned a suitable answer; and wc shall enclose copies of bodi die letters 
numbers in die packet. 


Fort William, We have die honor to be &ca. 

die 18th of August, 1794. 


[Per Nancy.) 
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FOREIGN LETTER DATED 18 AUGUST 1795 

Prize cases— Alleged insult to the Danish flag . 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

.To the Honorable Court of Directors &ca. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last address to you from diis Department was dated the 18th of 
August, 1794, and sent by die Nancy packet, with our proceedings to die 30th 
June, 1794. 

2. We have now the honor to communicate to you the few material tran- 
sactions which have since occurred. 
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French 


3. As some applications had been preferred to us by French individuals 
for permission to go to the Isle of France, , we thought it proper on the 
, . , „ , date noticed in die margin to record a resolution that 

no application from the Frcndi subjects for leave to 
proceed to the Isle of France should, in future, be complied with. 


4. In die 7di paragraph of our last address we advised your Honorable 
Court that proper measures had been taken by your law officers to procure 
Hint Aimie Chan - l * lc condemnation of the French vessels noticed in the 
demagare, Dienjaisant, margin. We have now die honor of acquainting you 
Nesta [AViior]. that a judgement of condemnation was pronounced 

against die whole of them on the 10th November, 1794. 


5. We transmit for your information copies of a letter addressed to us by 
the Superintendent at Chandernagorc, our letter in consequence to the 
13th April, 15th Governor in Council of Fort St. George, two letters with 
June, 6th July. enclosures received in answer from the latter relative to 

die conduct of die persons authorized by the Madras Government to preside in 
the European Tribunal at Pondicherry. We have referred these papers for 
the opinion of die Advocate General on die several points of law contained in 
diem, and shall hereafter communicate to you his report with our resolutions 
upon it. 


6. We also transmit for die information of your Honorable Court copies 
of our correspondence widi die Government of Fort St. George, and the 
opinion of our Advocate General, on die subject of certain 
22d June, 20ih July, property seized by Captain W. Mears of the ship 
Favourite in die roads of Pondicherry in April, 1794, and 
advised by die late Madras Government to be restored. The papers on this 
question were sent round to us under die expectation of an action being com- 
menced against the Company by Captain Mears ; but, as we have received no 
notice of any such suit having been instituted, it is unnecessary to detail the cir- 
cumstances of the ease, though we tiiink it proper to transmit the papers, and 
particularly die opinions of your law officers at Madras and this Presidency, 
for the notice of your Honorable Court, as discussing a question of importance, 
the right of the Supreme Court and odier courts of judicature in India to try 
causes of prize jurisdiction without special commission from the Admiralty. 


Dutch 

7. We transmit for die information of your Honorable Court copies of 
a correspondence with die Director and Council of Chinsurah in consequence 

of our determination in September, 1794, that the usual 
24th Ct< l7SW. 17th * supplies of saltpetre to the foreign companies should, for 
the present, be withheld. We have not judged it 
necessary to return any reply to dieir last letter on die subject, dated the 
18di October, 1794, stating the grounds on which they claim an absolute right 
to the annual supply of 23,000 maunds. 

8. The Government of Batavia addressed a letter to us by 
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Mitchell dated 20th June, 1794, of which we have the honor to forward a copy, 
Se twnRw 29th expressing their satisfaction with the quality of the opium 
■ ’ ’ received by them, of the manufacture of 1793, but stating 

some objections to the package of it, which we referred to the Board of Trade. 
We complied with the application for the usual allotment of 500 chests 
for 1794. 


Danes 

9. 'We transmit to you also copies of a correspondence with the agents for 
September 29th t ^ ie Danish , Comp any in consequence of the determina- 

1794; February. I3th,’ tion already mentioned prohibiting the supplies of 
March 2d 1795. saltpetre to the foreign companies. 

10. Previous to this determination, the Danish agents had received 12,000 
maunds of saltpetre in 1794 ; and thinking it probable that, in consequence 
of the embargo laid upon this article, it might be agreeable to them to 
redeliver the above quantity to the Company on receiving payment of the 
price and the charge incurred upon it with interest, at the same [time] that such 
a supply would be convenient for the Company, we. made them a tender to 
this effect, which they accepted, and the saltpetre was returned and paid for 
accordingly. 

11. Their usual allotment of 200 chests of opium for the past year was 

February 13th, 1795 a PP lied for ’ and ordered to be furnished, agreeably to 
■ ’ ' usage. 

12. Colonel Bie, the Chief of Fredericksnagore, having addressel us 
respecting a supposed insult to the Danish flag by the seizure of a vessel under 

the command of Mr. James Prescott, who was stated to 
April 3d, 10th, 17th. have made himself a. subject to the King of Denmark, we 
' desired the Company's' Attorney to ascertain and report 
the circumstances, which he did accordingly. And it appeared, first, that the 
ship seized belonged to a British subject, and was British property; secondly, 
that the seizure was made under the process and authority of the Supreme 
Court, when the vessel was at anchor within the British dominion; and, 
thirdly, that Mr. Jones, the person charged with the alleged insult, positively 
denied all actual or intentional insult to the Danish flag or Government, and 
that his affidavit was fully supported by that of the Sheriff’s officer. . 

13. These circumstances we communicated to Colonel Bie, with an inti- 
mation that the question of the right of seizure could not be determined by 
us, but must rest with the Supreme Court, to whom Mr. Prescott, if he deemed 
himself injured, might apply ; and should his complaint appear well founded, 
we were persuaded he would receive ample redress. 

■ 14. From the accompanying copies of our correspondence on the subject, 
your Honorable Court will observe that this answer was not considered, satis- 
factory to Colonel Bie, who stated his intention of reporting the transaction 
to his superiors in Europe. We doubt hot, however, the papers transmitted 
will fully evince the propriety and necessity of our conduct. , 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca. 

the 18th of August, 1795. 



FOREIGN LETTER DATED 31 OCTOBER 1795 

Exchange of war prisoners with the French. 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable die Court of Directors for. the affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to die East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. The only circumstance we have to communicate to you from this 
Department, in addition to our letter of die 18th August, of which a copy will be 
forwarded by this dispatch, is die receipt of a letter from the Governor General 
of die French Islands, addressed to Lord Hobart, but brought here by an 
American ship, with a list of British subjects carried prisoners to die Isle of 
France and permitted to return to India on dicir paroles, 

2. Mr. Malartic, in this letter, of which a copy will be forwarded to you 
with die list enclosed in it, having requested the return of an equal number 
of French officers, and particularly of Mr. La Boilicu, taken by die squadron 
under Commodore Mitchell, we have directed information to be given to the 
latter that he is at liberty to proceed to die Isle of France on a neutral ship 
when lie diinks proper ; and have instructed die Superintendent at Chander- 
nagore to report the names of an equal number of any odier subjects of 
France on parole here, of the same rank in life with the British subjects speci- 
fied in Mr. Malartic’s list, to whom it would be agreeable to proceed to the Isle 
of France, and whom we propose to allow to return thither accordingly. 


Fort William, 

31st October, 1795. 


We have the honor to be, 
Honorable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 25 JANUARY 1792 

Campaign against Tipu: 'meagre efforts of the Allies— Payment of 
peshkash to the Nizam in respect of the Northern Circars — Certain pilgrims 
and funeral parties exempted from paying local duties at Benares, Allahabad 
and Gaya. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


To the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor to forward to you by the Kent a continuation of 
our proceedings subsequent to those transmitted by the Queen and the other 
papers mentioned in the list of the packets. 


Fort St. Gporge, Bombay, the Nabob. Nizam Ally Khan, 
the Marattas and Tippoo Sultaun> 


2. We beg leave to refer you to our proceedings of the annexed dates, 
14th December which contain letters from Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell 

' " ' * ' to Major Close 1 , the Deputy Adjutant General, giving an 

account of his operations upon being detached from the Grand Army, his 
success against Pinagra, an attack made by the troops 
C°nsn^9thjmd 14th un( j er ju S command on the strong fort of Kistnagherry, 
their capture of the pettah and lower fort, and the resist- 
ance at the upper one, which disappointed the gallant attempt to get imme- 
diate possession of that also. 

3. The report made by the Chief Engineer, who had been ordered with 
a detachment to reconnoitre those parts of Sevendroog which there had not 

been an opportunity of examining when the army were 
encamped in the neighbourhood of it in July 1791, having 
encouraged Lord Cornwallis to determine upon the attack 
of that formidable post. Lieutenant Colonel Stuart was sent against it, and 
c ?oth t we have great pleasure in acquainting you, succeeded in 

onsn. anuary. & £ ew d a y 8 ^ carr ymg it by assault without any loss what- 
ever on our part on die 21st of last month. 


Consn. 30th Decem- 
ber. 


4. Immediately after the capture of Sevendroog 2 , Captain Welsh was 
directed to march with two battalions to endeavour to avail himself of die 
enemy’s panic, and get possession of the strong and important hill fort of 
Ramgherie, situated on the Chinapatam road, which is said to be the strongest 
and the principal route from Bangalore to Seringapatam. Captain Welsh 

Consn 20th Tanu was tota % unprovided with artillery, but, by his spirited 
J “y* an( j judicious conduct, intimidated the garrison, who, 
upon seeing him advance to the attack, called out for cowle, and surrendered 
the place on the 30th of last month, 
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5. We have also the satisfaction to report a successful assault made on 

- . T the 24th upon the fort of Ottcrydroog by the troops 

nsn. t i January. unc j cr comman d Q f Lieutenant Colonel Stuart, who 

carried it after scaling six walls with die loss of only two men slightly wounded. 

6. The reinforcements and several convoys from the Carnatic have 
arrived, we have die pleasure to inform you, safely at Bangalore. 

7. You were acquainted in our last advices diat Major Cuppage, upon 
his inarch to die relief of Coimbatore 3 , had an action with the enemy, whom he 

repulsed, and afterwards returned to Palicachcrry. Lord 
Cons. 9th December. Cornwallis’s letter to Major Cuppage, upon this occasion, 
will be found in our consultations of die 9th of last month. 
We arc concerned to advise you that Lieutenant Chalmers, who had so 
gallantly defended Coimbatore against the enemy’s attack upon it, was obliged 
to surrender it to Cummer U1 Dcen Cawn on the 3d of 
Cons "jJ 4lh Dcccm ' November. The terms of the capitulation were that 
himself and garrison should march out with their private 
property unmolested, and be immediately escorted to Palicachcrry to proceed 
to the Coast ; that they should not act against Tippoo during the present 
war ; and diat all die guns, ammunition and stores, and all public property, 
should be delivered to diem. 

8. These terms however were immediately \iolated by Cummer Ud Deen 
Khaun for, instead of die garrisons being marched, as had been agreed, with 

an escort, towards Palicachcrry, they were carried in a 
C ° nS bcr. 8 * Dcccm ' different direction, and kept prisoners, until the orders of 
Tippoo should be received in what manner to dispose of 
them. Our next intelligence informed us diat dicy had been conducted, under 
a guard of two cushoons , towards Scringapatam. The enemy destroyed the 
fort of Coimbatore. 

9. On die 24di of November a letter was written by Major Cuppage to 
Lord Cornwallis, advising His Lordship diat Cummer U1 Dcen Cawn had 
marched on the 21st with his army, leaving about 200 Carnatics at Coimbatore, 
and that, as soon as certain intelligence should be received of his having 
ascended the ghauts, diesc Carnatics should be dispossessed, and driven out 
of the Coimbatore District. 

10. It was also proposed to dislodge die enemy from Errode, Sattimun- 
gulum, and Dcmicottah 4 , from whence they had drawn considerable supplies ; 

but Major Cuppage did not diink that, with the small 
Cansn. ll January, forces he could spare from Palicachcrry, it would be safe 
to attempt taking possession of these places; and he 
suggested, diereforc, diat, as Tippoo would have sufficient employment in 
defending his capital, a considerable reinforcement might be spared out of the 
garrisons of Dindigul and Carore, so as to form a respectable detachment in the 
Coimbatore country 3 , and if the Collectors of those two districts were ordered 
to assemble their poligars they might be of great service in dearmg the 
country, and collecting catde from the enemy on the north side of the Cavery 
for the use of the army under Lord Cornwallis. 

11. His Lordship observed that it would no doubt be very desirable, n 
it could be effected, to dislodge the enemy from Errode, Satomun B urn, 
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Damiacottah ; but that he thought it would he very imprudent to fix posts so 
much within the enemy’s reach as either of these places until a body of your 
troops should have established themselves on the south side of the Cavery 
opposite to Seringapatam. 


12. In a subsequent letter to Sir Charles Oakley®, upon a proposal made 
by Major Cuppage, His Lordship took notice that if the enemy could be 
deprived of the supplies of grain, of whidi they stood so much in need, from 
the country below the ghauts by any steps the Major could take without 
putting the southern garrisons in danger, the measure would be very 
advisable. 


Consn. 14th 
her. 


Decem- 


13. We shall transmit, a number in the packet, a copy of a narrative 
delivered by Mr. William Drake, formerly Midshipman of the Hannibal, and 
other prisoners who were taken [in the] last war and have 
lately made their escape from Tippoo Sultaun, containing 
an account of the treatment they had experienced, and of 
the fate (as far as they, knew, or had heard) of many other prisoners, as well 
as of some deserters, who had been in Tippoo’s possession. It appeared that, 
after the narrative was written, two other prisoners, Barratt and Makenzie, 
had effected their escape from Chitteldroog 7 . 


14. The letters which we have received since our last advices from Sir 
John Kennaway 8 , and Lieutenant Stuart, who resides with Nizam Ally Khan 

Consn. 7th, 9th, at Paangul, will be found on our proceedings of the. 
14th 16th, 23d, annexed dates, and such of the most material as are not 
28th December, recorded on the consultations . transmitted with this 
dispatch will be sent number in the packet.- 

15. You were acquainted in our dispatches by the Queen that the lower 
forts of Gurrumcondah 9 had been stormed on the night of the 7th of 

Consn. 7th Decem- November by the English detachment under Captain 
her '& 14th De- ' Read, and carried with inconsiderable loss, and without 
cember. • much opposition from the garrison. A particular account 

of the assault will be found in Captain Read’s letter to Sir John Kennaway, 
dated the 9th of -November, and recorded on our proceedings of the I4th 
ultimo. 

16. Various pretexts, notwithstanding this event, continued to delay the 
march of the Minister 10 , with the Nizam’s son, Secunder Jah, and Sir John 
Kennaway, to the southward. They were joined by the Ellore detachment 
on the 28 of November, but it was the :28th December before they prosecuted 
their route towards Lord Cornwallis’s army, and they had not advanced far 
when the sudden appearance of the enemy in their rear, not only prevented 
for the present their further progress, but made it necessary for them to 
return to Gurrumcondah where last advices still left them. ' 


17. The first intelligence which we received of this untowarcl event was 
contained in a letter from Lieutenant Stewart, which informed us that about 
the 20th of last month Govind Row Kishen and Azim Khan (the former 
the Peshwa’s Vakeel at the Nizam’s Court, and the latter a son of the Nabob 
of Kurnoul) being attacked on the south side of Gurrumcondah by a large 
body of the enemy’s horses, and overpowered by numbers, they took post until 
they could obtain a reinforcement horn Hafez Ferid ud Deen (the Officer 
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Commanding at Gurrumcondah) who dispatched Rajah Joyd Sing to their 
assistance with about 200 horse. In the interim the first party, after defend- 
ing themselves as long as they could, effected their escape. Joyd Sing was 
next attacked and routed, and the enemy advancing to the fort fell in with 
Hafez Ferid Udien, who was hastening to reinforce the Rajah, took him 
prisoner, and dispersed his troops. 

18. The party was commanded by Hyder Saheb, one of Tippoo’s sons, 
who easily got possession, after this misfortune, of the lower fort of 
Gurrumcondah. It was, however, as easily reobtained on the return of 
the Minister before it, Hyder Saheb with his force (which was said to 
have consisted of 10,000 cavalry though better accounts state it at only 5 
or 6,000) having moved from that quarter about the 23d of last month. 
Hafez Ferid Udien is succeeded in the command at Gurrumcondah by 
Assud Ally Khan. 

19. Before Sir John Kennaway left Paangul 11 the Nizam had, in general 
terms, mentioned his intention of moving on himself as far as Gunjycottah 

about the middle of this month ; and it was afterwards 
C ° nS, December 28th set ^ e ^ that the 1st of Jemad ul Awaul (about Christmas) 
should be the day for His Highness to repair to his tents : 
that he would advance by slow marches as far as Gurrum Coondah, from 
whence his motions would be regulated by Lord Cornwallis’s and the 
Minister’s advice, and that His Highness had intimated his purpose of moving 
on, generally, to Balajee Pundit 12 , which he hoped might conduce to the 
Peshwa’s advancing also. But we have recent advices that His Highness had 
not entered his tents on the 1st of this month. 

20. We were advised, in a letter dated the 2d ultimo from Lord 
Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakley, of His Lordship’s having received informa- 
tion from Captain Little that Purseram Bhow was so 

Consn. J30th Decern- indisposed that there were no hopes of his 

being soon able to comply with the request His Lordship 
had made, that he would advance and take a position on the right flank 
of the army between Sera and Shevagunga. His Lordship observed that 
this unforeseen and critically unfortunate event deranged his immediate 
measures very much, and that, as the Marattas were intended to join General 
Abercromby 13 for the purpose of enabling him to establish himself on the 
other side of the river before Seringapatam, the ultimate consequences might 
become very embarrassing unless the Bhow could be prevailed upon either to 
give up, for a time, the command of the army to his son, or to send him 
forward with the Bombay Battalions, and a considerable corps of cavalry. 

21. Lord Cornwallis was, afterwards, advised by Captain little that the 
Bhow had declared that, although he disapproved of the Sera road on account 
of the scarcity of forage, he would, as soon as he learnt that Hurry Punt joined 
with His Lordship in the requisition, either march himself, or, should he be 
unable to move, detach his son with a considerable force to the station His 
Lordship recommended. Lord Cornwallis had been assured by Hurry Punt 
that he had urged the Bhow to comply with his request, so that we have no 
doubt of that movement’s being settled according to his wishes. Had it taken 
place when it was first planned, Hyder Saheb could not have moved his troops 
in the direction he did, or have created the alarm which we have noticed. 
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22. The advices which we have received from your Resident at Poona 
Consn. 14th, 16th, since our letter by the Queen 14 will be found on our 

21st, 23d De- proceedings of the. annexed dates, and such, of the most 
ccmber. material as are not recorded on the consultations trans- 

mitted with your present dispatch will be sent numbers in the packet. 

23. Among those now forwarded, your Honourable Court will receive 
a copy of a statement prepared by your Accountant General of the sum due to 

His Highness the Nabob Nizam' Ally Khan on account of 
C ° nSt ber. 8th Decem ’ the peishcush for the Northern Circars up to the close of 
the Fussily year 18 1200, ending in September 1791, and a 
copy of a letter which we wrote to the Government of Fort St. George on the 
28th ultimo to advice them that at the recommendation of Sir John Kcnnaway. 
we had agreed to transfer the payment of the peishcush from Masulipatam to 
Madras, and to request that they would undertake the regular discharge of it, 
and of the arrears due upon it, granting bills on us for the amount if die state 
of their funds should require it. 

24. We have the honor to lay before you in this dispatch an extract of a 
letter, dated the 13th of last month, which we received from the Government 
of Fort St. George, with a copy of one written to the Resident at Anjengo by 
the Resident and Factors at Tellicherry on the 22d of November, and. an 
extract of a letter from the Resident at-' Calicut to Mr. Powney 1 ®, the Resident 
at Travancore, concerning an engagement off Mangalore between His Majesty's 
ship Phoenix , commanded by Sir Richard Strachan, and a French frigate. 
We could 'have wished to have had it in our power to furnish your Honorable 
Court with, a more satisfactory account of so important an affair, but, at pre- 
sent, our official information concerning it is comprized in the scanty nonces to 
which we have referred. 

25. In 'our proceedings of the 23d ultimo, a letter is recorded bearing 
date the. 6th of November from Mr. Taylor, the Chief at Tellicherry, ,to the 
Governor in Council at Bombay, explaining, as far as regards him, the circum- 
stances which have reference to the capture of the Arab vessel on the Malabar 
Coast by His Majesty’s frigate the Phoenix when commanded by Captain 
Byron. A copy of Mr. Taylor's letter has been transmitted to Lord 
Cornwallis. 

Mahajee Sindia, the Nabob Vizier, and the Upper Provinces: 

26. • We shall -transmit- to you in the packet a copy of some papers that 
are recorded upon our proceedings of the 13th instant upon a claim set up by 
Stindia against certain persons residing within the jurisdiction of the city of 
Benares. They contain translation of the letters from Mahajee Sindia, a 
copy of one from Mr. Duncan 17 , and the instructions that, we sent upon the 
subject, both to him and to Major Palmer 18 , . Resident at Sindia’s Court. 

- 27. Besides the exemptions allowed from the payment of duties at Ghya, 
as noticed in our former advices, we have given - orders, at the request of 
_ _ Raeojee Boosla, that his son and brother (with their 

attendants) who were proceeding with Ragojee s mother 
upon a pilgrimage to Benares, Ghya and Hlahabad may be excused from those 
duties, and we have desired that proper attention and respect may be shewn 
to these persons while they remain in Benares and Bahar. 
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28. We have also authorized an exemption from' duties, at the request of 
Sindia, to the attendants of Goconda Jee Sindia, who has charge of the bones 
of one of Mahajee Sindia's wives. The bones of this lady were to be deposited 
at Ghya. 

29. The Resident at Lucknow acquainted us, in a letter dated the 7th 
instant, that, at the desire of Shaw Allum, the Nabob Vizier had agreed to 
increase His Majesty's Khaussah money to 3,000 rupees a month. It was 
before 1,800. It was also proposed that 500 ruppes a month more might be 
assigned, as Khaussah , to His Majesty’s eldest son, Acbar Shah, and that 
Nuzzers might be sent on the Eeds &ca. to him as the declared heir, in the 
same manner as they are presented to the Shaw. But these requests, in favor 
of Acbar Shaw, were not immediately agreed to by the Nabob, His Excellency 
apprehending that his compliance might hereafter be drawn into a precedent 
in favor of other princes. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca. 

25th January, 1792. 

( Per Kent.) 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1792 

Campaign against Tipu : mutual distrust of the Allies — Conclusion of the 
Treaty of Seringapatam : surrender of the two sons of Tipu ; payment of the first 
instalment of the war indemnity — Mahadji Sindians proposed visit to Poona — 
The Vazir of Oudh in arrears regarding payment of his dues to the Company — 
Complaint from the Raja of Assam that a local chieftain who had revolted 
against his authority was supported by mercenaries from Bengal. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
To the Honorable Court of Directors, 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor to transmit to you by the Dutton a continuation 
of our proceedings in this Department between the 4th of January and the 
28th of March, the annual set thereof for 1791, and the other papers men- 
tioned in the list of packet. 

Fort St. George and Bombay, Nizam Ally Khan, 
the Mahrattas and Tipoo Sultaun. 

2. In our consultations of the annexed dates your Honorable Court will 
perceive in the correspondence between Lord Cornwallis and your Resident 

at Hydrabad the many difficulties His Lordship had to 
combat in prevailing upon Nizam Ally Khan to make 
the requisite co-operations for a vigorous and successful 
prosecution of the war. Remonstrances upon the same subject were 
likewise delivered by your Resident at Poona on the procrastinating 



188 


POLITICAL LETTER TO COURT 


conduct observable in the Mahrattas, but without producing an immediate, 
though certainly they had an ultimate, effect. Purseram Bhow openly stated 
as his excuse for not moving to the southward that the price of provisions 
in the combined army had been doubled on its advancing one march ; that 
Hurry Punt’s troops were greatly distressed and the cavalry under that thief 
fully equal to any services Lord Cornwallis might require; and, in addition 
to these, a more forcible pretext was used — the want of money; but, in pro- 
portion as the real existence of this obstacle would have been an admissible 
plea, so the reverse, as to the fact, rendered the delay doubly mortifying. 
Such indeed was the procrastinating spirit of both the Allies that might have 
excited a suspicion of their having very different pursuits from the avowed 
objects of the alliance, if the jealousy which had apparently subsisted between 
them during the whole war had not entirely precluded every apprehension 
of the kind. This mutual distrust would also appear to have contributed 
in some degree to the success of the general cause, since among the other 
good consequences of it may be reckoned the emulation excited by their 
mutual recriminations on the complaints made of their backwardness and 
delays by your Residents at their respective Courts. 

3. It was however apprehended more than once that this obvious want 
of cordiality between the native Allies would have been attended with serious 
mischief, especially when we discovered by several letters 
Consn. 16th March, from Lieutenant Stewart at Pangul that some of the troops 
under Purseram Bhow had actually taken possession of 
Canneegherry and other places near Kopul, which had been reduced [in] 1790 
by Dara Jah, and the two battalions under Captain Read. The conduct of 
the Mahrattas upon this occasion was so sensibly felt by the Nizam that he 
directed Kooney Punt, the Peshwa’s agent at Pangul, to represent to the 
Bhow the impropriety of their seizures, and threatened that, if they were not 
speedily relinquished, he should send Hushmut Jung to recover them by 
force. We were glad to hear that soon afterwards, Kooney Punt was autho- 
rized to assure His Highness, in his master’s name, that peremptory orders 
had been dispatched to the Bhow to adhere strictly to the treaty, and, on 
no account, to make encroachments on the Nizam's possessions. 


4. In the month of January a party of the enemy’s irregular horse, 
consisting of about 500, made their appearance suddenly 
in the Carnatic, but continued there too short a time to 
do much mischief. 


Consn. 8th Febru- 
ary. 


5. Advices from Major Cuppage mentioned that he had fully accom- 
plished the instructions which he had received from Lord Cornwallis 
respecting the manner in which the detachment under his command was 
Consn. isth Febru- to employed below the ghauts. After the capture of 
ary, 22nd Feb- Damien Cottah on the 16th of February, the Major 
proceeded against Sattymungalum, which, together with 
Errode, were found to have been evacuated by the enemy. 


6. In our proceedings of the 10th of February a translation is recorded 
Consn. 10th Febru- of a letter from Tippoo Sultaun to Lord Cornwallis, and 

ary- of His Lordship’s answer. 

7. We have much satisfaction in laying before you the particulars of a 
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victory obtained by the Bombay detachment acting with the Mahrattas, 
Consn. 15th Fcbru- and commanded by ' Captain Litde, over a consider- 
ary. able -body of the enemy, in the neighbourhood 

of Sitnoga. They are stated in a letter from Captain Little to Lord 
Consn. 15th Fcbru- Cornwallis dated the 31st December, 1791, and entered on 
ary. the consultation noted in the margin. 


8. The immediate consequence of this advantage over Ally Ruzza was 
the surrender of the important fortress of Simoga, which was soon followed 
by that of its dependencies, Coomsee and Anundpore 1 , places of considerable 
strengdi and local importance. The capture of these forts, at the same time 
that it yielded the Mahrattas a very desirable supply of guns, ammunition 
and grain, was also of infinite service in intercepting the enemy’s supplies 
from the fertile nordiwest provinces. It likewise conduced to inspire Lord 
Cornwallis widi well-founded hopes diat the Bhow’s co-operation would, by 
this means, be facilitated in a greater degree than the route which he had 
taken and formerly have afforded any reason to expect. 


Consn. 29th Febru- 
ary. 


9. It was about diis time, when, after the repeated and pressing instances 
[insistence] of His Lordship, the Nizam’s son and Minister had made good 
their junction with the Grand Army, that Tippoo Sultaun, 
aware of die storm that was gathering round him, again 
addressed Lord Cornwallis on the subject of peace. We 
shall enclose a copy of the correspondence in separate numbers of the packet, 
together with a copy of the letters which passed, on die same occasion, 
between Tippoo and Hurry Punt and the Peshwa, wherein the former pro- 
poses that the difference respecting the capitulation of Coimbatoor might be 
adjusted at the same time with the terms of a general peace. But Hurry 
Punt and Azeem ul Omrah 2 concurred with great earnestness in opinion with 
His Lordship that justice as well as a due regard to the honor of the confede- 
rates required that atonement for so flagrant a breach of faith should be 
insisted on previous to all negotiation. 


10. A letter from Captain Oliver, die Commanding Officer at Severn- 
droog, addressed to Sir Charles Oakely gave us the first tidings of the glorious 

Consn. 29th Febru- success obtained by Lord Cornwallis over the enemy on 
ary- the night of the 6th of February by forcing his 

intrenched encampment, which had cost him many months in fortifying, and 
by effecting a lodgement on the island of Seringapatam. 

11. We have the honor to transmit in the packet a copy of His Lord- 
ship’s letter giving an account of this signal success, together with the returns 
of the Adjutant General and Commanding Officer of Artillery, containing lists 
of die killed and wounded, and of the ordnance taken on this occasion. 


12. The impression made by this brilliant and decided advantage on the 
mind of Tippoo Sultaun appeared almost immediately in his yielding to Lord 
„ . . , Cornwallis’s late call upon him to comply with the terms 

of capitulanon at Coimbatoor and by his sendmg 
Lieutenant Chalmers and five other persons who had surrendered at that place 
into His Lordship’s camp on the 8th of February, accompanied by a messenger 
who was charged with a letter suing for peace. A translation of this letter will 
be sent a number in the packet,- with a copy of His Lordship's answer. A copy 
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of our letter to Lord Cornwallis upon the occasion of the successful attack 
made in the night of the 6th of February on the enemy's camp is enclosed. 
The various successes of the army have been notified, as usual, to Shaw Allum, 
the Vizier, and other country powers. 

13. You will perceive in our consultation of the 9th ultimo, upon referring 
to the advices from Lord Cornwallis of the 12th of February, that the plan 

_ „ . which had been formed for bringing down General 

Abercromby on the south bank of the Caveri, with his 
heavy artillery and stores &ca., rested on the hopes His Lordship enter- 
tained of experiencing the most cordial co-operation from Purseram 
Bhow, . as it would scarcely have been practicable for a corps consisting 
only of ten or twelve battalions of infantry to march for several days 
with all the incumbrances of ordnance, stores, and baggage through an open 
country, where they would certainly be exposed to the fire of rockets amongst 
their ammunition,' and be harassed by a numerous and active cavalry. 

14. In consequence, therefore, of the Bhow’s proceeding to attack 
Bednore 3 instead of assisting in the operations against Seringapatam, His 
Lordship directed General Abercromby to leave his heavy artillery at the 
head of the Poodicherrum Pass 4 , and advance to Periapatam, from whence 
he might be ready toproceed in an active state to the south side of the river, 
or to cross it, according to the probability of His Lordship’s being enabled to 
send a body of cavalry to join him. 

15. Ill-health prevented Hurry Punt from offering his services, and not- 
withstanding the zeal of the Nizam's Minister Azeem ul Omrah, his limited 
knowledge and experience in military matters, and the undisciplined state of 
his master’s cavalry, did not. admit of his .affording the assistance that might 
otherwise have been expected from that quarter. 

16. Notwithstanding these obstacles; General Abercromby’s junction was 
held to be so necessary to the investment of the capital that upon receiving 
the necessary instructions from His Lordship he marched from his encamp- 
ment, near Periapatam on the 10th of February, and, without meeting with 
any molestation, took post the ensuing day at Tippoor Ford. . 

17. Upon intelligence of the Bombay Army’s having arrived at the ford, 
Lord Cornwallis sent a detachment to meet them under the command of 

• ... . Colonel Floyd who joined them on the 14th just as the 

enemy were approaching to harass their rear, and, on the 
ensuing day, they encamped before Seringapatam. 

18. No occurrence particularly worthy of notice, except the usual prepara- 
tions for a siege, happened from this period until the 23rd of February 5 , when 
after a short negociation preliminaries of peace between the confederate powers 
and Tippoo Sultaun were signed, and followed by a cessation of hostilities 
the ensuing day. 

19. We have the pleasure of sending in the packet a translation of the 
preliminary articles. 

20. According to one of these articles Tippoo’s second and third sons 
were sent into our camp on the 26th of February. The former is described 

r i *th m h t0 be about 10 years of age, and the latter, who is about 

nsn ‘ 31 8 years old, is considered as the heir of the Sultanah*. 
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Your Honorable Court will readily conceive that Lord Cornwallis did not omit 
shewing every marl; of kindness and regard to the young princes. This 
humane treatment effectually removed all the apprehensions which were 
visible on their arrival in our camp, and reconciled them very early to their 
new situation. 


21. The negociadon for a definitive treaty was now seriously com- 

_ „ , menced; but in the course of it, many difficulties arose 

Consn. 21st March. , . , , 1 . , , 

which determined Lord Cornwallis to require that the 

business should be brought to an immediate issue. 


22. A letter from Lord Cornwallis, dated the 2nd of March, mentioned 
that in die course of die two preceding days, Tippoo had, in further observ- 

_ „ , , ance of the preliminary articles, sent in a crore and ten 

lacks of rupees, assuring him that in three or four days 
more, the first hist, amounting to one crore and sixty-five lacks, should be 
discharged. 

23. This apparent proof on the part of Tippoo Sultaun of his intention 
to adhere faidifully to his engagements induced His Lordship to order 
General Abercromby’s army to fall back a few miles on the 3rd as far as the 
Kennam baddy Ford. However the chicane and evasion which soon began 
to be manifested on the part of Tippoo left much room to suspect his sincerity 
in the professions he had made. It was not easy, as Lord Cornwallis observed 
in a letter to Sir Charles Oakely, dated the 1 1th of March, to suppose that 
Tippoo, after giving up his two sons as hostages, and paying even by our 
account above eleven hundred thousand pounds could have an idea of renew- 
ing hostilities ; but he was a man, His Lordship said, who must not be trusted 
too far, especially as, besides all the difficulties he had started about the 
country and the money, he had, notwithstanding His Lordship’s daily remons- 
trances, and his own repeated promises to desist, employed great, numbers 
of men in strengthening the wall opposite to our approaches. It seems that 
he began to work in the fort on the very night on which he sent in his sons 
as hostages to Lord Cornwallis 7 . 

24. The enclosed translations of Sir John Kennaway’s letters dated the 
9th and 13th of March to Tippoo’s vakeels contain a general view of the 
requisitions which it appeared to be the right of the Allies to make, according 
to the treaty, in a fair division of his country; and shew the nature of the 
demur that was artfully excited to resist or delay it. 

25. In the end, however, the deliberate firmness and unshaken resolution 
of Lord Cornwallis triumphed over the equivocation and chicane of Tippoo 
Sultaun, who finding that none of his objections or difficulties could gain him 
any ground, but, on the contrary, that he hazarded a fatal renewal of the 
threatened hostility, at length on the 19th ultimo 8 signed and sealed the defini- 
tive treaty, which was on the same day delivered into His Lordship’s hands 
by one of the hostage princes. 


26. We have not yet received a copy of the treaty, but we cannot help 
offering our sincere congratulations to your Honble Court on the restoration 
of peace, the conditions of which, under the auspices of Lord Cornwallis, will, 
we are satisfied, unite whatever may best promote the real honor, the solid 
interests, or the future security of the Company in India. 
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27.- The letters that have been written to Lord Cornwallis by 
Sir Charles Malet and Sir John Kennaway, and by Lieut. Stewart, 
the Assistant at Paangul . residing with the Nabob 
Nizam Ally Khan, since our last advices, are recorded 
in our proceedings of the annexed dates; and copies 
of the most material of those that have arrived 
subsequent to the date of the last consultations now 
transmitted will be sent numbers in the packet. 


Consn. 3d February. 
8th Do. 

15 th Do. 

22d Do. 

29th Do. 


; i i .. . . i 


His Majesty’s squadron. 


Consn. 24th Febru- 
ary. 


Consn. 24th Febru- 
ary. 


28. In addition to the information contained in the 24th paragraph of our 
address by the Kent 9 relative to an engagement that happened off Mangalore 

in the month of November between His Majesty’s ship 
Phoenix commanded by Richard Strachan and a French 
frigate, we beg leave to refer your Honorable Court to 
the enclosed copy of a letter, dated the 19th of January last, which we 
received from Commodore Cornwallis 10 , giving an account of the circum- 
stances that preceded and followed that acdon. 

Mahajee Sindia , the Nabob Vizier , and the Upper Provinces. 

29. In the 86th and subsequent eight paragraphs of our General Letter 
from this Department by the. Queen 11 , vie communicated to you the intention 

of Mahajee Sindia to pay a visit to Poona, and the direc- 
tions given to Major Palmer, the Resident at his Court, to 
attend him on the journey 12 . Some doubts on the part 
of Major Palmer having occurred relative to these orders, he was at length 
positively instructed to join Sindia, and we suppose that he is now with that chief. 

30. A great deal of discussion in respect to the probable views of Mahajee 
Sindia in making this journey will be found in the correspondence of Major 

Palmer, Lieutenant Stewart at Paungul, arid the Resident 
at Poona, and much is said by Lieutenant Stewart and 
Sir Charles Warre Malet in relation to Major Palmer’s 
proceeding with him. To enter upon the reasoning on 
both sides would be to little purpose. It appears in the 
consultations noted in the margin and in the papers that will be sent in the 
packet. The objects of Mahajee Sindia, be they what they may, cannot, 
rjnntn 9th March -we think, in the present circumstances, be at all important 
21st Do. to the interests of the Company. The question in respect 

28th Do. to M a j or Palmer’s accompanying him was well weighed 

before the order for it was given, and we saw no grounds for apprehending 

any serious inconveniences from assenting to Sindia’s request. 

31. In the 26th paragraph of our letter by the Kent we referred to some 
papers concerning a claim set up by Sindia against certain persons residing 
within the jurisdiction of the city of Benares. The suit is still prose- 

Consn. 13th January. b Y ^ wheels in the Benares adawlet ; and 

3rd Do. would probably have occasioned some unpleasant 

29th February, altercations between them and your Resident, but for 
the firmness and moderation of Mr. Duncan. Our proceedings of the dates 


Consn. 24th 
ruary. 
14th 
21st 
23rd 


Feb- 

March 

Do. 

Do. 
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annexed and the papers sent in the packet will acquaint you with the 
particulars of the correspondence that has passed on this subject. 

32. You will observe in a letter from the Resident at Lucknow, recorded 
on our proceedings of the 8th of February, the arrival of Subkut Ulla Khan 

at that place with letters from Timoor Shah 13 and his 
Consn. Bih l cliriinry. \?j 7 j cr py ZC Ulla Khan, die admission of Prince Ashun 
Buk’t into the Shah’s presence at Chaorbaugh 14 , the reception lie met 
with, and the promise of the Shah to accompany him with an army into 
Hindustan in the course of a year. We have been too much accustomed to 
reports of this monarch's intention in this respect to give credit to any loose 
rumour of the kind. 

33. Another article of intelligence, transmitted to us from Lucknow, is 
that, upon the Seiks meditating an incursion into the Mahratta districts in the 
northern part of Hindustan (it is said indeed that two thousand had already 
crossed the Jumna), Unpaid Row, one of Sindia’s principal officers, sent a 
reinforcement to Mulhaur Row, the Mahratta Aumil of Gliosc Ghur <S ’ca., and 
marched himself from Muttra for the double purposes, it was presumed, of 
checking the incursions of these freebooters, and of supporting Appa Kundoo 
Row in the siege of Canone. 

3-1. We arc concerned to say that the Nabob Vizier is more in arrear 
than usual in the payment of his Lists to the Company, which have been 
received to the end of January, but no further. Mr. Stuart has written to 
Hydcr Beg Khan to cpticken the discharge of the remainder, and we hope 
that this requisition will have a good effect. 

35. We beg leave to refer to our proceedings of the annexed date as 
containing a copy ol correspondence with the Collector of Rungporc upon some 

investigations that have been made into the complaints 
Coma. Ifith March, preferred in the name of the Rajah of Assam and 
Rooder Ram Barrooh, who resides at Gualparah 13 against Mr. Rauch 16 . 
In one of the charges, Mr. Rauch was accused ol having carried off the Sonah- 
pore Dooariah with his family, and effects amounting to 50 or 60,000 rupees, 
and of having kept him in confinement ; but these complaints however would 
not appear to have had any foundation in truth. 

36. Another complaint of the Rajah of Assam relates to the Dcringh 
Rajah, who is said to have been assisted from Bengal with sepoys and 
burkundosscs ,J to enable him to recover the possession of his country. For 
the purpose of investigating into the real source of these alleged grievances, 
and, if real, of affording adequate redress to those who have suffered them, 
we have directed Mr. Lumsden, the Collector of Rungpoor, to repair to 
Gualparah. We shall lay before you die result of his enquiries in a subse- 
quent dispatch. 

Fort William, . Wc have die honor to be Srca. 

8th April, 1792. 


[Per Dutton .] 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 3 SEPTEMBER 1792 

Withdrawal of allied troops from Mysore — Surrender of territories by 
Tipu : dispute between the Nizam and Tipu over Karnul — Organisation 
of the newly ceded districts of Malabar— A strictly defensive treaty of 
mutual guarantee proposed in amplification of the Triple Alliance of 1790— 
The Nizam’s illness and fear of civil war in case of his death : the Company 
to remain neutral — The Peshwa invested with the office of Vakil-i-Mutlaq by 
Sindia on behalf of the Mughal Emperor: the Company’s attitude towards 
possible claims based on it — Treaty with the Nawab of Carnatic, July 1792 — 
Satisfaction demanded for the misconduct of Sindia’s agents and the officers 
of the Raja of Berar — Oudh Ministers appointed after obtaining Cornwallis’s 
consent. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


To 


the Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. You will receive by the Ganges a duplicate of the letter written to you 
by this Government on the 8th of April by the Dutton, a continuation of the 
proceedings between the 28th of March and the 24th of August with an index* 
and the other papers mentioned in the list of the packet. 


Fort St. George and Bombay, the Nabob Nizam Ally Khan, 
the Marattas, and Tippoo Sultaun. 

L. We have much pleasure in transmitting to you, pursuant to the advices 
contained in the 25th paragraph of the Board’s letter by the Dutton l , a tran- 
slation of the Definitive Treaty concluded near Siringapatam by Lord 
Cornwallis and yoiu- allies with Tippoo Sultaun on the 18th of March 1792, 
and with it a copy of the Persian original. We received from the Governor 
General a copy of His Lordship’s letter 2 to your Honorable Court dated the 
. 5th of April, 1792, detailing at full length the reasons 
Consn. 9th May. that operated in his selection of the different countries 
that are ceded to the Company; and we recorded it in our consultations of 
the 9di of May. 

3. You were made acquainted by His Lordship’s letter that the first 
payment from Tippoo Sultaun of one crorc and sixty-five lacks of rupees having , 
been completed, Purseram Bhow re-passed the Caveri to proceed directly 
towards his own country ; and that, after evacuating the trenches and outposts 
upon the island, all the confederate forces began to move from Seringapatam 
on the 26th of March, the orders for the mutual cession of forts and districts, 
conformable to the treaty, having been previously interchanged ; that General 
Abercromby commenced his march to die coast of Malabar, and was on the 
same day joined by Captain Litde’s detachment, which had only been engaged 
to serve with die Marattas during die war; and that Hurry Punt Furkia 2 
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and the Nizam’s son, and Minister, would separate from the army in a 
few days. 

4. Lord Cornwallis having laid before us a narrative transmitted to him 
by Sir John Kennaway, who was employed on behalf of the Company to 
ncgociatc die treaty under His Lordship’s directions, of the several circum- 
stances and correspondence that passed at die meetings of the deputies of the 
Allies and Tippoo Sultaun, we have die honor of transmitting a copy of it in 
die packet, widi copies of die papers to which it refers. 

5. Tippoo having signified his wish that his two sons, who were hostages 

for die faithful performance of the treaty on his part, 
Consn. 18th April. should reside at Madras, His Lordship readily assented to 
it, and the Governor General in Council was requested to have a proper house 
prepared for dieir accommodation. 


6. General Abercromby arrived upon die Malabar Coast on or about 
die 12 of April ; and Hurry Punt, and Secunder Jah with 
Consn. 29th May. t j ie Nj zam > s Minister, separated from the army on the 
10th of April. The former arrived at Poona on the 25th of May, and the latter 
at Hydrabad on the 4th of May. 


7. The Grand Army under Earl Cornwallis proceeded by easy marches 
into die Carnatic ; and, after providing garrisons for the different places ceded 
to the Company by Tippoo Sultaun, Lord Cornwallis readied Madras on the 
29th of May and the hostages on die 30th, die several corps having previously 
moved to the stations to which dicy had been respectively appointed by 
general orders. 


8. In the 3d article of the Definitive Treaty reference is made to a 
sdicdulc of die countries (composing altogether one half of the dominions 
which were in die possession of Tippoo at the commencement of the war) 
as these were to be ceded to die Allies according to their respective shares. 
The districts to be given up to the Company were relinquished without hesi- 
tation or delay; and there were no complaints as to those that were agreed 
to [be] ceded to die Pcshwa. But this was not precisely the case in respect to 
die countries which were die share of die Nabob Nizeem Ally Khan. 

9. Jessarut ul Dowla, an officer in the Nizam’s service, having been sent 

to take possession of Balkaree, which was among die cessions to be made to 
the Nizam, the place was not immediately given up, and the officer left it. 
He proceeded a second time to demand the delivery of it from Tippoo’s 
officers ; and, in die interim, a complaint was made by the latter that the 
orders granted by His Highness for the delivery of country to be released by 
the Nizam had not been attended to. Thus, a doubt about the cession of 
Balkaree existed for some time ; but we have had the satisfaction to learn from 
Sir John Kennaway, in a letter dated the 8th of last month, that accounts had 
been received by die Minister, of Jessarut ul Dowla’s having, in consequence 
of a message from die kelladtir, sent people to receive charge of the place. 
Tippoo, in a letter to Sir John Kennaway, denied that, on his part or that of 
his officers, there had been any refusal to give it up. He said that the 
kelladur, according to stipulation, had demanded eight days to clear the fort, 
and was employed in doing so when the Nizam’s c i ' the surprize of 

killadar himself, suddenly disappeared, upon he a:, *■ 
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Tippoo were repeated; in strong terms, to relinquish die fort and the districts 
appertaining to whomever should come from the Nizam without any pre- 
varication or delay. - 

10. A subject of some consequence was brought before us relative to die 
adjustment of a claim of Tippoo on Runmust Khan, the Nabob of Kurnoul, for 

Consn 27 Tune a P es ^ lcus ^ 1 two ^ ac ^ s °£ rupees per annum, which the 
Nizam’s minister had neglected to bring to a decided issue 
in the conferences at Seringapatam. The district of Kurnoul is a military fief 
that has been held from the Soubadar of the Decan since that office has been 
in the Nizam’s family ; but as the military service rendered, on one part, has, 
for many years, been little more than nominal, so has the protection and 
assistance afforded by the other, of which there are instances in proof as well 
in the time of Tippoo as in that which preceded it during the government 
of his father. But, although there appeared to be litde doubt that in Hyder’s 
life time Runmust Khan, under alarm for the safety of his capital to which 
Hyder’s army had advanced, agreed to pay him a peshctish o‘f two lacks, there 
was very goodl reason to suppose that no written engagement was taken for 
it ; and upon this ground the right of Tippoo to the peshctish was denied by 
the Nizam, who, in order to establish a barrier in the way of any encroach- 
ments that Tippoo might design on Kurnoul, had thoughts of proposing to 
Runmust Khan that he should relinquish to His Highness, for an equivalent, ■ 
such purgunnahs of his country as bordered on diat of Tippoo Sultaun, whose 
districts of Gooty surrounded it to the south ; and die matter was referred to 
Lord Cornwallis. It- was understood that die Peshwa had claims on the. 
Kurnoul country in common with the Nizam. 

11. We could not perceive that the Nizam was called upon to give himself 
any concern about Runmust Khan, and much less did we think that the Allies 

„ . would be justifiable in taking part in his favour. Runmust 

Khan, by his own account, appears to have paid a tribute 
or peshctish thirty years previous to the last war to Hyder and Tippoo and no 
objection seems to have been made, in all that time, by the Nizam to his 
submitting to the demands of the Mysore Government on the ground of his 
being his jaghiredar. If His Highness was under the necessity, during all that 
time, of waving a just claim from, the superiority of the Mysore force, he 
should have stated the violation of his rights at the meeting of the deputies 
for negociating the late peace when the Allies would have entered into a full 
discussion of the matter. 

12. The antient, but obsolete, claims of the Sotibah of the Decan extend 
nearly over the whole southern part of the peninsula, and include the posses- 
sions of Mahomed Alii and Tippoo as well as those of .the Nabob of Kurnoul ; 
but the revival and support of such dormant claims is suited only to a 
Government winch has determined to pursue a line of ambition and con- 
quest, and is ill adopted to the system of moderation and peace that we 
profess. 

13. Lord Cornwallis, diercforc, after having very maturely considered die 
merits of the question that had been referred to His Lordship’s consideration, 
declared that he entertained great doubts of the policy, and even of the justice, 
of the Nizam’s interference in favor of Runmust Khan; and he earnestly 
recommended that His. Highness should be very cautious how he engaged in 
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n business that would probably occasion much trouble and difficulty, and from 
which be was not likely to derive any positive advantage. 

14. Wc transmit to you numbers in the packet copies of the dispatches 
that have been received by the Governor General, bearing date the 12th and 

I6th of June, 17th, IStli and 21st July, from Mr. Gamal 
Consn.^ih j Farmer and Major Dow, who were appointed by General 

Abercromby to act as Commissioners for inspecting the 
countries on the Malabar Coast subordinate to the Presidency of Bombay, 
which had been ceded by Tippoo Sultaun to the Company, .enclosing a detail 
of their proceedings and of the progress they have made in executing their 
commission. They contain a great deal of interesting matter, but not requir- 
ing immediate orders or opinion from this Government, which arc also the 
less necessary at present as General Abercromby is himself to proceed down 
the Malabar Coast in the ensuing month to direct what may be necessary, 
subject to our ultimate approbation, in regard to those countries. Accord- 
ing to the intimation conveyed in Lord Cornwallis’s letter to your Honorable 
Court of the 5th of April, two of your servants on this establishment in whom 
particular confidence may be reposed will be deputed, as soon as die change 
of the monsoon shall render it practicable, to join the Commissioners from 
Bombay. 

15. We have the pleasure to acquaint you that Tippoo Sultaun has 
liquidated at Kistnaghcrry the first instalment due from him of the second 
moiety payable by him to the Company according to the 2nd article of the 
Definitive Treaty. 

16. There being now a necessity to bring to clear and explicit terms the 
vague anti general engagement of mutual guarantee which was entered into 
by the confederates at the commencement of the war, the subject was brought 
before us. and instructions were sent bv Lord Cornwallis to the Resident 
at Poona in the following terms on the 20th of last month. 

"Although there seems, at present, to be no reason to apprehend that 
Tippoo will, for a considerable period, he disposed to come to a rupture widi 
any of the members of the late confederacy, yet as it is of great importance 
for preserving our reputation for good faith, as well as for die general interests 
of the British nation, that the grounds should be clearly explained on which 
die Allies can, in consequence of the 13 and 10 articles of die treaties of 
alliance 4 * that were formed at the commencement of the war, demand assist- 
ance and support from each other against any hostile attempt of their late 
common enemy. I look upon it as proper and desirable that the Treaty of 
Guarantee, which they were bound to enter into, should, with all convenient 
dispatch, be put into a distinct form ; and I therefore wish that you should 
take an early opportunity to confer fully with the Minister upon this subject. 

"Every consideration will induce me to examine and discuss any .propo- 
sitions that may he made by him in the most amicable manner; but die 
greatest care must be taken that no vague or ambiguous expression shall 
be admitted into this new. instrument, and that' the stipulations shall in no 
shape go beyond the spirit of the article upon which they will be founded. 

"'Referred to the treaties concluded at Poona and Pangal on the I of June and 4 of 
July 1790" — These words are given in the margin of- the text in clarification of the articles 
referred to. (Ed.) 
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“I shall defer entering mudi into detail until you can inform me of Nana’s 
sentiments and expectations ; hut it is proper that you should he acquainted 
with my ideas of die general principles which should form the basis of the 
agreement. * 

“The Allies are bound to guarantee against Tippoo the territories that 
each of them might possess at the conclusion of the war ; but it must always 
be adverted to that the stipulation is merely defensive, and cannot operate 
unless Tippoo should attack either of them, without- just provocation. 

“It must therefore be clearly expressed in the Treaty of Guarantee that 
in case any difference should arise between one of the latter and Tippoo, die 
other Allies are to have a right to expect that the nature and circumstances of 
such difference shall be fully communicated to them, in order that they may 
give their opinion and advice and endeavour to settle it by a temperate nego- 
tiation, and that they shall not be considered as bound to take up arms in his 
favor until they are convinced that he has justice on his side, and all means of 
conciliation shall have proved fruitless. 

“Should a rupture become unavoidable, the interest and safety of die con- 
tracting powers will be so evidently and deeply involved in the event that it 
would be highly injudicious in them to limit their exertions in endeavouring 
to bring it to a speedy and honorable conclusion, and it must consequcndy 
be stipulated that the whole force of each state is to be employed for diat 
purpose. , ■ 

“The distress and danger of the party that may be attacked being 
entitled to the greatest attention from the other members of the alliance, it 
ought to be understood, and setded, that, whilst no time should be lost in 
preparing their whole force to take the field, every immediate assistance that 
may be practicable should be afforded with such troops as may be in actual 
readiness for service. 

“The above are die fair 1 principles for the Treaty of Guarantee ; and, to 
render any further treaty unnecessary, in the event that Tippoo's conduct 
should again force us into hostilities, during the existence of the guarantee, 
it may be proper to insert in it that a general plan of operations for the con- 
federate forces is to be concerted as soon as possible after a rupture becomes 
certain; and diat, conformable to the terms of die "alliance that was made 
at the commencement of last war, none of the parties shall enter separate 
negotiations ; but that (under the exclusion of unreasonable objections) all 
measures for concluding a peace shall be conducted with die knowledge and 
approbation of the whole. 

' “You will communicate to Sir J. Kcnnaway the particulars and result of 
your conferences upon this point, that you may act in entire conformity with 
each other.” 

17. A copy of these instructions was transmitted to your Resident at 
the Court of die Nizam, and he was desired to consider them as applying 
equally for his guidance in conferring with the Nizam and his Minister on 
the subject of the Treaty of Guarantee which is to be formed by the three 
confederate powers. He was also directed to communicate to Sir Charles 
Malet the particulars of the result of his conferences in this point. 

18, We have had pleasure in being informed by Sir Charles Malet diat 
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an order has at last been given for the release of Budder ul Zeeman Khan, 
who had been detained by the Marattas a prisoner in their country after the 
capitulation of the fort of Durivar, which he had defended for so long a 
period against every effort that was made to reduce it at the beginning of the 
jatc war. Tippoo had very justly complained of this breach of faith in the 
Marat ta Government, and Lord Cornwallis had earnestly required diat Budder 
ul Zeeman Khan should he immediately permitted to return to his master 5 . 


19. Our dispatches from Sir John Kennaway of the dates annexed contain 
a relation of circumstances connected with the illness of the Nizam which was 
so seriotis that he was thought in considerable danger. 

C~ We believe that the alarm has subsided by favorable 

16 Do. appearances in the Nizam's disorder, which was a dropsy. 

27 It was surmised that, in the event of his death, dicre would 

• ' he a competition for the nwstwd against die pretensions 

of I-Iis Highness's eldest son ; and it was imagined that the Maratta State would 
take an active part on the occasion. A reference was made upon the sub- 
ject to Lord Cornwallis, who was dearly of opinion, in whidi we perfectly 
coincided, that the Company’s Government should not interfere, and diat the 
Madras detadiment, at present in the Nizam’s pay, should take no part in any 
contest that might arise for the succession in the event of His Highness’s 
decease. 


20. You will observe that Sir John Kennaway’s letters of the 23d of 
May and 4th of June relate to His Highness’s desire not to part with the two 

Cnnsn. 1 5th 1 battalions of your troops under Captain Read, detached 

27ih / J Mnc ' for his service in the year 1790. The same letters have 
reference also to the cxpcncc that should be charged to His Highness on dieir 
account while they continue with him. 

21. The Governor General having laid before us copies of all such letters 
written hv His Lordship to your Residents with the Peshwa and Nizam Alii 
Khan since lie left Bengal in the year 1790 as have not been already recorded 
on our proceedings, we shall have the honor of transmitting copies of them 
numbers in the packet. 

22. The letters to the Governor General from Sir Charles Malct of the 
25th of May and 3d of June relative to some points stated by Bcliroo Punt to 
have been urged to Lord Cornwallis by Hurry Punt Turkia before die sepa- 
ration of the armies, and the answers which His Lordship gave upon die 
different subjects. It may be proper to take notice that they were declared at 
Poona to have been agitated by Hurry Punt, without any instructions from 
his Court. We shall subjoin an extract of Sir Charles’s letter concerning 
them. 


Article 1. That the Peshwa Government had great demands of 
chant on the Nizam, particularly in die quarter of Adoni, in die recovery 
of which rigour had yet been avoided ; but, as it was probable there would 
be a necessity for rigorously enforcing the demand, he (Hurry Punt) hoped 
Lord Cornwallis would have no objection thereto, and would instruct Sir 
John Kennaway accordingly, to which His Lordship replied that he would 
instruct Sir John Kennaway, if consulted, to advise the Nizam to discharge 
what was due, 
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[Article] 2. That after some previous conversation about Sindia, 
Hurry Punt had generally proposed to Lord Cornwallis, whether, in die 
event of a dependant proving refractory to his master His Lordship would 
interpose in his behalf. His Lordship observed that this must be in 
allusion to Sindia, and replied that he should not interfere in the disputes 
of a superior . and dependant. Hurry Punt rejoined diat if the Peshwa 
should have occasion for four or five battalions of the Company’s troops, 
would they be granted on his application, which His Lordship understand- 
ing as still alluding, to Sindia replied that he was in friendship with the 
Company, and that such an interference, in favor of either master or 
dependant, was inadmissible. . 

[Article] 3. That the mosque at Banares was built on holy Hindoo 
ground, and IBs Lordship was requested to grant permission for its demo- 
lition, and the erection of a pagoda on its site ; to which His Lordship had 
replied that he would write to the Resident at Banares on the subject; and 
give an answer to the proposal on the receipt of his reply. 

[Article] 4. That the Rajah of Tanjore should he treated with every 
indulgence consistent with his treaties with the Company ;■ to which His 
Lordship had replied, that there were two treaties with the Rajah, which 
formed the line of observance toward him ; but, as Buchajee Punt was to 
accomnany him to Madras, everything that was proper would be -noticed 
to him. • • : 

• [Article] 5. That a long interval had elapsed since any chout had been 
•paid bv Mahomed Alii Khan to the Peshwa, which KBs Lordship was 
requested to cause to be liquidated; to which His Lordship had replied 
• that such an application, in the present , necessitous state of the Nabob’s 
affairs, was improper.” • • • 

23. .The circumstances that, passed .in .the conferences between . Lord 

Cornwallis and Hurry Punt.Turkia are mentioned in His Lordship’s letters to 
Sir. Charles Malet dated the 2d. of April and 12th of May, 1792 ; and to these 
we beg leave to refer, as making part .of the correspondence forwarded in this 
dispatch. . , 

24. The greater part of the letters received from the Resident at Poona, 
since we addressed you by the Dutton, have reference either to the situation of 
Behroo Punt, the agent employed by the Minister at Poona and in his imme- 
diate confidence to transact the business of the Court with your Resident, and 
the opposition set up against his influence by Hurry Punt Turkia, or die 
expectation of Sindia at Poona, his arrival there, and the circumstances that 
followed it. 


25. Both subjects arc discussed in the correspondence of Sir Charles 
Malet, which is recorded on our proceedings of the annexed dates. And we 
beg leave to refer you to' those consultations as contain- 
C° n -4,II, 13, 18 a particular and circumstantial detail of them. As 
2, 9, 16, '25, 29 to Behroo Print, it appears that the good management 
27 Tune t * ie Minister, Nana Furnavcese, has kept him in his 
4 , 13,* 18, 20, *30 office; and we were pleased to hear that this had 
July. happened as he has discharged his duty with fidelity to 

• 3 August. his master, and shewn himself solicitous to preserve, 
against all opposition, the friendship between the Company’s arid the Peshwa’s 
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Governments. Copies of the two last letters received by Lord Cornwallis from 
Sir Charles Malet attend you numbers in the packet. 

26. In regard to Sindia’s visit to Poona, the actual objects of it, since he 
was disappointed by the conclusion of peace with Tippoo of exercising any 
interference relative to the war, are merely conjectural, and until they are better 
established do not deserve notice. A great deal has been written upon 
expediency of his being attended to Poona by Major Palmer; but the 
matter was settled without bringing it to the issue of a formal question, and 
Major Palmer remains at Ugene, continuing his correspondence with Sindia 
upon all matters and transactions that concern the Company and that chief. 
On his arrival at Poonah he was received with great distinction by the Peshwa ; 
and he took an early opportunity of presenting to him, with peculiar form and 
ceremony, a phirmaun, hlielaut, and honorary insignia from Shah Allum for 
die office of Vakeel ul Mutluck The translations of His Majesty’s shokas 
Consn 18 Tul upon this occasion to the Peshwa and Sindia are recorded 

y ‘ on our consultations of the 18 July, and we beg leave 

to refer to diem. We believe them to be of no real consequence, 
cither present or eventual, to the interests of the Company; and they 
have not been laid before us by either of the powers concerned in them ; 
but, as there was little doubt of their existence, it was proper that they should 
not be wholly overlooked. The norice which has been taken of them will 
appear in the following extract of a letter written by Lord Cornwallis to Major 
Palmer on die 9th ultimo. 


"Another point still remains on which I wish my sentiments to be com- 
municated in die most explicit terms to Sindia. I allude here to a paper 
which was transmitted hither by the newswriter at Delhi containing copies 
of letters said to have been written by the King to the Peshwa and to Sindia, 
and in which he savs that he hopes that by their exertions some tribute may 
now be obtained from Bengal. 

“As this paper has not come to me in an authenticated form, there would 
perhaps be some impropriety in making use of it as a ground for a formal 
representation. But if letters to the above purport should be communicated 
to you, or if you should find a proper opening for introducing the subject, my 
directions are that you should declare that, in the present situation' of the 
Kiner, I consider all letters written on political points in his name as written 
by Sindia’s sanction and authority only, and that you are instructed by me 
to add that an attempt to establish principles of the above description by any 
power whatever will be warmly resented by this Government. 

“You will, in the course of any conversation or correspondence which you 
may hold with Sindia upon this point, take care to recal in the most forcible 
manner to his recollection the spirit of moderation and forbearance that has 
been manifested by this Government during the long period in which he has 
been employed in extending his conquests in the northern parts of Hindostan ; 
and that it would .give us pain to be forced to depart from the neutral and 
pacific system that we have hitherto observed in that quarter. You will, at the 
same time, inform him. that it is by my particular directions that you say that 
we have no desire to make any new acquisitions, nor even to interfere in the 
internal affairs of the empire if we can avoid it with honor and safety ; but 
that if any of our neighbours should be rash enough to insult us by unjust 
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demands, or in any other shape whatever, we feel ourselfs both able and 
resolved to exact ample satisfaction. 

"Although I am persuaded that you will make use of the most guarded 
and temperate language in conveying the substance of the above instructions 
to Sindia, it must unavoidably appear to him that I am not entirely satisfied 
with his late conduct ; and whilst I do not desire to conceal my dissatisfaction 
from him, I wish that you should express, in strong terms, what has arisen to 
occasion it, and my earnest hopes that he will prove the sincerity of his 
professions of attachment and regard for the interests of the Company by 
removing all our present grounds for complaint,- and by that means restore our 
correspondence to its former style of friendship and cordiality.” 

There is a paragraph in a late letter from Major Palmer which we shall 
quote as it stands — 

"The Bhow asserts that no application will be made of the authority with 
which the Peshwa has been now publickly invested, and Sindia under him, 
by Shaw Allum, against any state which may be supposed subject to the claims 
of the Mogul Empire, and that the office of Vakeel ul Mutluk is assumed only 
for the purpose of giving sanction to the possessions already held, and the 
powers already exercised, in the name of the Mogul Government; and 
it appears to me probable that Sindia, who will have the actual and entire 
administration of the office, will use it with caution not to expose his authority 
to contempt, and that die dominion of the House of Timour will be asserted 
only when he has power to enforce it.” 

27. We have the honor to acquaint you that, on the 30 of July, at the 
first meeting of the Council after Lord Cornwallis’s return to Bengal, which 

happened on the 26th, His Lordship laid before us an 
onsn. 30th Ju y. agreement which he had concluded with the Nabob of 
Arcot, and copies of all the correspondence and papers relative to it, and clearly 
explaining the origin and different steps of the negociation, as well as the 
motives and principles by which he was governed in proceeding upon it. 

28. As these have been laid before your Honorable Court in a letter from 

„ „ . T , the Governor General dated the 9th of July, we shall only 

notice, after referring to our consultations which contain 
them, that the members of the Council have recorded their entire approbation 
of the treaty in the terms expressed in a minute transmitted with the papers 
of this dispatch. 

29. The treaty was signed by Lord Cornwallis, in the presence of the 
Board on die 30di of July, and it was immediately transmitted to Madras to 
be presented to His Highness the Nabob, 

30. We observe that the Governor General, in a letter dated the 17th of 
July, has acquainted you with his acquiescence in the Nabob’s earnest solicita- 
tion that His Lordship should take upon himself the examination and final 
adjustment of all the open accounts between His Highness and the Company, on 
the conditions that His Highness should relinquish all other means that he 
might have been persuaded to adopt for obtaining such a settlement, and 
that he should. agree to abide by His Lordship's decision. 

31. You were, at the same time, informed that His Lordship had 
requested the Government of Fort St. George to appoint, without loss of time, 
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two of the most capable of the Company’s servants to meet two persons that 
would be nominated by the Nabob for the purpose of arranging the account, 
and framing a distinct [?] report of die grounds and arguments adduced by 
die parties in support of the different ardcles, to be accompanied with the 
remarks and opinions of die Board, such being, in His Lordship’s opinion, 
die most impartial and effectual means of preparing the whole case for the 
examination of the Supreme Government. The gentlemen appointed upon 
this duty are Mr. Moubray and Mr. Woolf, the late and present Accountants 
General at Madras. 


32. We have the pleasure to enclose in the packet translations of letters 
lately received by Lord Cornwallis from the Nabob of Arcot, with a copy of 
His Lordship’s answers to diem, including, among the former. His Highness’s 
instructions to Mr. James Macpherson to withdraw the Chancery suit 7 which 
had been instituted against die Company by His Highness’s orders. 


33. On die 14th ultimo we received -a letter from the Government at 
Madras enclosing a copy of a letter addressed to them by the Board of 
on a Assumed Revenue relative to die terms in which His 

onsn. ugust. Highness’s perwannalis written to the different polygars 
concerning the pesheush which diey were to pay to the Company 
were expressed. The objection made to the perwannalis was that the 
payments to be received by the Company were stated to be a part of rent 
or pesheush, and it was wished that die expression should be corrected by 
declaring that the sums assigned over to the Company were in full of the 
peisheush to be received from die polygars for die Fusily year 1202, as the 
Board at Madras considered the words “in part” to be inconsistent with the 
intention of die late treaty. They transmitted to us a copy of the correspon- 
dence which they had upon the subjects with the Nabob ; and we could not 
help diinking, for die reasons stated in our answer (of which we enclose a 
copy), that die form of the perwannalis, as made out by His Highness, was 
proper. We, therefore, recommended diat they might be issued accordingly, 
and diat this part of the treaty might be carried into effect without delay. 
But we have very lately received a letter from Madras informing us that His 
Highness had, at length, consented to an alteration in the perwannalis nearly 
similar to that to which had been desired. 


34. We were much surprised to receive a letter from Major Palmer 
enclosing a complaint which had been sent by General Abercromby to Sir 

Charles Malet from the Resident at Broach, of acts done 
Consn. 30th July. by Sindia’s Attmil at that place, so violent in themselves, 
insulting to your Resident, and inconsistent with the relation between the 
Company and Sindia, that it required instant notice. We refer to the circum- 
stances as they are stated in the Resident’s letter which is 
Consn. 30 July. recorded on our consultations of the 30th of July. Major 
Palmer made immediate application to Sindia for redress, lest the delay that 
would arise in waiting for particular instructions from hence should encourage 
him to suppose that the representation would be received in a less serious light 
than it deserved. 

35. The behaviour of Sindia’s Aumils or Managers to^ our factory at 

Broach had long been so incompatible with the terms, of. T ’ "^ ffr >->d wi : 
his professions of friendship for the Company, that the ^ n 
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for some time past, determined to require, as soon as the war with Tippoo 
should he concluded, that he would take effectual measures to prevent a 
repetition of the injuries, of which the Resident at Broach had so frequendy 
complained; but the late outrage at that place was of a' nature that called 
for immediate and signal reparation, and the conduct of Major Palmer in 
having instantly made the demand, without waiting for our instructions, was 
therefore highly proper. 

36. It were to no good purpose to enter into explanations of die reasons 
that induced us to suspect that Sindia, during our embarrassments in die war 
with Tippoo, had indulged himself in views of ambition unfriendly to your 
interests, but in the present situation of political affairs, we were willing to 
hope that he would, without hesitation, make the reparation that Major Palmci 
had demanded for die insulting behaviour of his Aumil towards your Resident, 
and for die atrocious murder which was committed (as you will observe in the 
complaint of 'die Resident at Broach) of one of the sepoys ; and, whilst it was 
the instruction : of Lord Cornwallis to Major Palmer to inform Scndia that 
nodiing short of the disgrace of Lallaboy, die Aumil, and the most exemplary 
punishment, in die view of the factory at Broach, of the Patans who committed 
that murder, would be considered by us as sufficient satisfaction for the late 
outrages 8 , he was also to declare to Scndia, in the most explicit terms, diat 
our patience was wearied with the numerous complaints of the Company’s 
servants at. Broach, and that we should no longer tamely submit to any 
infringement of the privileges which we reserved to ourselves when we ; agreed 
to cede that district and town to him. Lord Cornwallis’s sentiments in general 
upon this sort of conduct 'in die Marattas . were also .communicated to Sir 
Charles Malet, that the Court of Poona might. be. very fully possessed of our 
determination upon it/ His Lordship’s words are these: . 

“I am well aware of the spirit of ambition and avarice which predominates 
in'tKc'Maratta character; but I trust that our regard to justice supported by 
our power will always awe that state from attempting to make any infringe- 
ments upon the honor or interests of the British nation. 

"Should any act or expression of the above tendency come to your 
knowledge, it will be your duty to oppose it at die Durbar where you reside, 
widi firm and explicit language, giving every person to whom it is addressed 
clearly to understand that, guided as die British Government i§ by principles 
of moderation in abstaining from all acts of injustice, or even interference with 
the affairs of its neighbours, it will ever be found determined, and ready to 
resent any claims or attempts to encroach upon its rights or to disturb its 
possessions in this country.” 

. 37/ Mahajcc Sindia has replied to Major Palmer’s first letter in terms of 
positive disapproval of die conduct of his Aumil, and promising a degree of 
reparation but riot to die extent that he would afterwards find was required of 
him. 

38. But unjustifiable as the conduct of Sindia’s servants had been at 
Broach, the behaviour of his vakeels, as explained in our last letter by the 
Dutton, and still further recited in our subsequent advices 
• Consn. I8tli July.- f rom Bariarcs to die Resident and Court of Adawlet at 
that place, had been still more insulting to this Government. Major Palmer was 
therefore instructed, after calling the attention of Sindia and Bhow Backshy 9 



3 SEPIEMJJER 1792 


to the pains we had taken to render the resort of strangers of all nations to 
Banares both convenient and safe, and to die marks of favored distinction that 
we have ever with pleasure shewn to the Marattas in particular, to arouaiitf. 
them that it was with surprise and concern that Lord Cornwallis received 
representations from the Supreme Board, whilst he v/as in the field, as y/oll as 
since his return to Bengal, that Sindia’s vakeels, and others v/ho call then}- 
selves his dependents, had on several occasions during his absence behaved 
widi a degree of indecency and insolence towards the Resident and Court of 
Adawlct at Banares in prosecution of some claims upon several individuals 
of that place which no well-regulated Government could buffer, 

39. A number of other Marattas having also within the last two years 
been guilty of many improprieties at Banares, Lord Cornwallis did not r'snitre 
that Sindia's servants, in particular, should be punished lor their past Mis- 
behaviour ; but His Lordship desired that Major Palmer would, hi moderate 
and plain language, give Smdia and Bhovr Buckshy dearly to 

that although all Marattas who mar have occasion to visit the Co mpao/t 
territories, either on business cr for religions purposes, will, whilst they cemeao 
themselves quietly, meet rdth the most friendly treatment, yet, that on she 
other hand. His Lordship was determined that ail acts of rethtan.ee to our 
established laws and insults to the cutters of cur Government, should, wphout 
respect to persons, be in future severely punished. 

40 . The Resident at Banares has been directed to signify the above revo- 
lution to all the Marattas who may be no*- at that thee ; and >-e vast that 
Sinaia wili, on his part, give ruth instructions te hit servants and dependant; 
as will eSectcaiiv restram them, in future from gtriug any gro.no t o; 
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Upper Provinces. 

43. We are concerned to inform you of the death of Hyder Beg Khawn 10 , 
which happened at Lucknow on the 5th of June. On the application of your 
Resident Mr. Ives 11 , the Nabob, though he had formed an arrangement for the 
succession, and afterwards acted upon it as a temporary measure, was prevailed 
upon to wait the return of Lord Cornwallis before he confirmed it. His 
Lordship, thinking the arrangement to be as good a one as could be made, 

Consn. 6th August. consid f in g. the few men of credit or capacity equal 
to such a situation in the Vizears dominions, delivered 
his opinion in its favor, and Hossein Reza Cawn 12 becomes the officiant 
[sic] Minister In the room of Hyder Beg Khan, and Rajah Tickait Roy is placed 
at the head of the finances. A copy of Lord Cornwallis’s letter to Mr. Ives, 
on this occasion, will be sent a number in the packet. 


Fort William, 

die 3d September, 1792. 

( Per Ganges.) 


We have the honor to be. 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 14 OCTOBER 1792 

Capt. Kirkpatrick’s mission to Nepal to mediate in the Sino-Nepalese war 
— Capt. Welsh’s expedition to help the Raja of Assam in putting down internal 
disorders. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
To die Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Since the date of our letter by the Ganges, we have received your dis- 
patches of the 25th of April last by the King George, and we shall do ourselves 
die honor of replying to them by the next opportunity that offers. 

2. In die 36th paragraph of die advices from diis Government by die 
Dutton i , you were informed of a dispute between the Rajah of Assam and the 
Rajah of Deringh, and that die latter was said to have been assisted from' 
Bengal with sepoys and bcrkundasscs to enable him to recover die possession 
of his country. We shall transmit to you in die packet copies of die papers 
that have been since brought before us on this subject, and among the rest 
a letter from the Rajah of Assam soliciting the Company’s support and 
assistance. 

3. We shall also forward to your Honorable Court by this dispatch a 
copy of correspondence that has passed with the Rajah of Nepaul, who has 
likewise applied for troops to defend him against the Rajah of Lassa. 
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4. After considering the requests of the Rajahs of Ncpaul and Assam 
very maturely, and the commercial advantages that Bengal obtains by a 
friendly and open intercourse with both countries, we thought that it would 
be no less political than humane to interpose our good offices and endeavour 
to re-establish peace and tranquillity in those quarters. 

5. We had not before us the whole of the papers that concerned the dis- 
pute between Napaul and Lassa, as some letters that had come from the Lamas 
of Thibet and the commander of the Chinese army, which had been sent to 
their assistance against the Rajah of Napaul, were written in the Mantehonx 
language* (which is said to be the Tartar language of the Emperor’s Court) and 
we have not yet been able to obtain translations of them ; but we think it not 
improbable that the Persian paper which was enclosed in a letter to the 
Governor General from one of the Lamas is either a translation or contains the 
substance of all the letters.* It is to the following effect, that the Emperor of 
China has sent an army to attack and destroy the Rajah of Napaul in revenge 
for the injuries that lie had done to the people of Thibet who arc dependent 
upon China, and that it is hoped that we shall not give the Rajah any 
assistance. 

6 . It appeared to us that the commercial treaty which we have lately 
concluded with Napaul, and the friendly advances made to us by die Rajah, 
should induce this Government to endeavour, as far as it could be done by 
safe and justiflablc means, to preserve him and his country from destruction, 
and that it was also not only incumbent on us to avoid giving offence to die 
Chinese but to neglect no opportunity that afforded a prospect of opening a 
communication with an officer of rank in that state ; and the union of these 
objects rendered it necessary that we should be extremely delicate and cir- 
cumspect in our conduct. 

7. Ix>rd Cornwallis diercforc has proposed, and die Board have agreed, 
that we should send a friendly deputation to the Napaul Rajah widi instruc- 
tion to assure him of its being our earnest wish to extricate him from a 
ruinous war, but at the same time to state to him that, as the amicable corres- 
pondence which we have held widi the Lamas and the commercial connection 
which has long subsisted between our country and that of die Emperor of 
China do absolutely preclude us from committing hostilities against cither of 
those powers without any provocation on their part, it is only by means of 
conciliatory ncgociation that we can endeavour to assist him, and diat in order 
to effect this desirable purpose, it will be necessary that lie should open an 
immediate intercourse with the commanders of the Chinese, and Thibet forces. 

8. The desperate situation to which die Rajah’s affairs are reduced, 
according to accounts received from Mr. Duncan, die Resident at Benares, 
will probably induce him to acquiesce in any proposition that may hold out 
to him a chance of relief ; and we have good reason to suppose that notwidi- 
standing any successes die Chinese may have had against die people of Napaul 
the difficulty of transporting supplies to an army at such an immense distance, 
and through a country so rugged and mountainous as Thibet, must be found 
so great that they will be no less inclined dian the Rajah to accept our mediation. 

• "a translation of it makcs.No. 21 of tills pack"-”— These-'"'’ ’■-ds « " V^maigin 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 14 DECEMBER 1792 

Oudh’s offer of help during the Third Mysore War — Writing of the history 
of the Marathas by Malet and of the Nizam by Kennaway — Policy towards 
the Carnatic palegars — Tanjore affairs : Raja of Tanjore’s misconduct ; 
Serfojee, the heir apparent, and the widows of the late Raja seek refuge in 
Madras ; Madras Government’s proposal to postpone the transfer of the 
administration of the country to the Raja — Raja of Travancore’s claim to 
certain taluks ceded by Tipu — Danish claims on Calicut — Malwan piracies — 
The question of the Nawab of Surat’s investiture by the Mughal Emperor — 
Sindia’s regrets for the conduct of his agetit at Broach — Progress of the nego- 
tiations about the Treaty of Guarantee — Sindia-Peshwa conflicts and Azim- 
ul-Umara’s proposed visit to Poona — Payment of peshkash to the Nizam— 
Payment of the war indemnity by Tipu — Maratlta claims to chauth 
inadmissible— Malet? s baronetcy— -Sindia-Holkar conflicts in Northern India 
— Restoration of peace between Nepal and China — The Fauzdar of Balasore 
removed by the Nagpur Raja on certain complaints made by the Company — 
Troubles in Ganjam and further causes of complaint against the Nagpur Raja’s 
officials. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
To the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor to lay before you a duplicate of our letters, dated 
the 14th of October 1792, and sent per Europa, in which we acknowledged the 
receipt of your dispatches of the 25th of April by the King George, and pro- 
mised to reply to them by the next opportunity. 


Answer to the Company’s General Letter in the Political Department, 
dated the 25th of April, 1792. 


Paragraph (1) Date of last advices. 

(2) Paragraphs not requiring any 
answer. 

(3) Reference to a letter to the 
Government of Madras. 

(4) Paragraphs not requiring any 

answer. * 

(5) Approve of the manner in 

which Lord Cornwallis communi- 
cated to the Poona Durbar his inten- 
tion to take the field in person, and 
continue in India till the conclusion of 
the war. . 

• voi. xvn— 14 


2. No answer necessary. 
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(6) Are pleased that the negocia- 3. We had the pleasure of trans- 
tion with the Court of Poona relative mitdng a copy of this paragraph to 
to the principality of Gingerah was at Sir . Charles Malet. The agreement 
length concluded ; ability of Sir which was concluded on this occasion 
Charles Malet in arranging the busi- has been lately ratified by the Gover- 
ness, and his integrity in refusing the nor General in Council. . 

Minister’s offer of one lack of rupees. 

(7) Express" your sense of Lord 1 


Cornwallis’s zeal for the service in pro- 
ceeding to the Coast, and approve of 
the reinforcements ordered thither. 
With respect to the powers delegated 
to His Lordship, refer to the Act 
passed in the preceding session. 

(8) Capture of Cannanore. 

(9) Refer to paragraphs that do not 
require any answer. 

(10) Approbation of the treaty with 
the Rajah of Cochin. 

(11) Paragraphs that do not require 
any answer. 

(12) Manner of applying to Sindia 
on die subject of some indignities 
suffered by the Resident at Broach 
from the Maratta Government ap- 
proved. 

(13) Paragraph not requiring a 
reply. 

(14) Refer to a letter written to 
Madras on the 6th of May, 1791. 

(15) Subjects adverted to in your " 
letters to the Madras Government. 

(16) Termination of the disagree- 
ment between the Nabob Vizier and 
Fyze Ulla Khan. The line which it is 
in the power of our Government to 
adopt on such occasions. 

(17) Upon the office of Vakeel Ul 
Mtitluock having been confirmed in 
ultumgah to the Pcishwa and his 
heirs and successors by Shah Allum ; 
orders in the case of its encroaching, at 
any time, on the right inherent in 
Asoph ul Dowlali as Vizier of the 
Empire. 

(18) Approve of the manner in 
which we interfered upon a quarrel 


4. No answer necessary. 


5. Do not require any answer. 


6. Wc shall pay die greatest atten- 
tion to your instructions on this head. 


7. Disagreements of this kind being 
merely accidental, and remedied as 
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between some of the Vizier’s officers 
and a party of your sepoys. Trust 
that every precaution has been taken 
to prevent a repetition of these dis- 
agreements. 


(19) The order given for two batta- 
lions of sepoys to move from Futtighur 
to Anoopshier on the application of 
Hyder Beg Khawn approved 1 . 

(20) Offer of pecuniary assistance 
made by the Nabob and his Minister 
at the commencement of the war, a 
strong proof of their attachment to die 
Company. Message to be delivered to 
them upon this occasion on your part. 
Further communication on the 
subject. 

(21) Approve the orders that were ' 
given upon the arrival of one of the 
Princes in the neighbourhood of 
Patna, notwithstanding his promise to 
Mr. Duncan upon receiving a small 
sum of money at Benares. 

(22) Refers to a short letter that re- 
quires no reply. 

(23) Paragraph that requires no 
answer. 

(24) Refers to a letter to Madras. 

(25) Do Do Do 

(26) Paragraphs that do not require 
any answer. 

(27) Observe on die correspondence 
widi the Residents at Poonah and 
Hydrabad referred to in our General 
Letters dated 31st of January and 4th 
of August, 1791. The general con- 
duct of both Residents approved. 

(28) Have been anxiously expec- 
ting the History of the Mahratta 
Empire, compiled by Sir Charles 
Malet 2 , and said to have been trans- 
mitted to us, though it is not entered 
on our proceedings, excepting two or 


soon as they occur, we do not know 
that any precaution to prevent them 
would be of material use, the intimate 
alliance between the Nabob and the 
Company affording as good a security 
against the repetition of such disputes 
as any rule we could lay down, or 
orders we could give, -with a view to 
preclude it. 

8. Does not require any answer. 


9. Your orders have been attended 
to, and Mr. Ives delivered a letter on 
the occasion from Lord Cornwallis to 
the Nabob Vizier, who expressed him- 
self to be always happy to have an 
opportunity of proving his attachment 
to the Company. The Company’s 
bond to His Excellency for the 12 lacks 
has been paid and cancelled. 


10. No answer necessary. 


11. We had the satisfaction to 
transmit a copy of this paragraph to 
Sir Charles Malet and Sir John 
Kennaway. 

12. The few sketches which you 
mention to be on our proceedings are 
die only parts that have been laid 
before us of the compilation under- 
taken by Sir Charles Malet "’’'^he 
History of the Mahratta'Emjr ^ 
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three short sketches. Orders in conse- 
quence. Desire to receive the political 
and historical glossary mentioned in 
Sir Charles Malet’s letter recorded on 
our proceedings, of the 16th of July, 
1787. • • 

Pleased with' some sketches relative 
to the Nizam's Government by Sir 
John Kennaway, and desire that we 
will signify your wishes to that gentle- 
man for his completing those sketches 
in die manner before directed in re- 
gard to Sir Charles Malet’s History of 
the Mahrattas. 

It would be highly gratifying to you 
to receive, if procurable, similar 
accounts respecting all the other native 
powers of Hindostan. 


(29-30) Refer to paragraphs already ' 
replied to, or not requiring an answer. 

(31) Manner of dedining the ofEer 
of the Berar Rajah to furnish a body 
of cavalry to assist in the war ap-, 
proved. 

(32) Refer to paragraphs that do 
not require a reply. 

(33) Refer to a letter to Madras. 

(34) Paragraphs already replied to. 

(35) Approve of the orders given in 
consequence of the incursions of the 
Seiks into the territories of the Nabob 
Vizier. Hope diat our endeavours for 
procuring the release of Colonel Stuart 
proved effectual. 

(36-37) Paragraphs already replied 
to, or not requiring an answer. 

(38) The answer sent by Lord 
Cornwallis to overtures from Tippoo 
Sultaun were perfectly agreeable to 
the treaties with your Allies. 

(39) Advices from Madras of the 
junction of the armies. 


we have. therefore instructed our Secre- 
tary to. write to him to beg he would 
furnish us with a copy of all that has 
been, finished of it to be transmitted 
to your Honorable Court, whose wish 
has been communicated to him, that 
as soon as his other avocations conve- 
niently admit, he should continue the 
history to as late a period as possible. 

.13;. Your instructions upon a simi- 
lar, subject relative to Nizam Ally 
Khan have also been communicated to 
Sir John Kennaway, and we shall en- 
deavour to obtain the corresponding 
accounts which you desire to receive in 
respect to all the other native powers 
of Hindostan. But we wish to apprize 
you that we do not think that the 
materials for this body of history can 
be procured from good sources without 
a good deal of expence, and that a 
considerable time will probably be 
employed in collecting them. 


14. ' No answer necessary. 


15. We had the pleasure to advice 
you of the release of Lieutenant 
Colonel Stuart in the 106 paragraph of 
,our letter dated 1st of December, 1791. 
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(40) Paragraphs not requiring an 
answer. 

(41) Capture of Durwar. ■ 

(42) Instructions to Bombay for 1 16 ' Paras 3646 “elusive. No 

its security under an apprehension of answer necessar y* 

hostilities- in Europe approved. : 

(43) Paragraph not requiring an 

answer. ’ . - ' - 

(44) The orders issued (iii the un- 
certain state of affairs between Great 
Britain and Spain) for completing the 
native corps approved. 

(45-46) Paragraphs already replied 
to, or not requiring an answer. 

(47) Satisfaction derived from 17. It has' been our constant rule 
Major Palmer’s letter dated the 25th dictated by the repeated orders of 
March, 1791. We are to cultivate and your Honorable Court to attend to 
improve the friendship subsisting this principle of policy, and we can- 
between the Company and Mahajee not see a possibility that any such 
Scindia, but to take no part whatever contentions as those that are here 
in the disputes that may arise mentioned can induce us to deviate 
between the various contending from it. 

powers in the Upper Provinces, con- 
fining our attention solely to the 
defence of the Company’s territories, 
and those under the Government of 
the Nabob Vizier. 

(48) Scindia’s intention to proceed 18. Does not require any answer, 

to his capital of Oggien, and ulti- 
mately to Poona. 

(49) Our conduct to be regulated 19. It is certainly the duty of the 

by circumstances as to the force sta- Commanding Officer of the troops 
tioned on the Vizier’s northwest that are stationed on that frontier to 
frontier. The necessary measures to be guarded in. these instances, and 
be taken to prevent their suffering any differences such as those here point- 
material inconvenience, or being en- ed out seldom happen. 

gaged in any disputes with the 
Mahrattas about the means of pro- 
curing the necessary forage. 

(50) Paragraphs do not require 
any reply. 

(51) Entertain a due sense of our 
zeal for the service in the early mea- 
sures that were adopted after the 
battle of Seringapatam for supplying 
the army with bullocks and various 
necessary articles, 
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(52) The exertions of the Residents 
at Poona and Hydrabad to supply the 
wants of either army entitled to your 
warmest commendation. 

(53) At the conclusion of the war 
we shall be left at liberty to make 
such economical arrangements as will 
restore our finances, enable us to fur- 
nish the necessary sum to the provision 
of the investment, and discharge the 
arrears upon our civil and military 
establishments. 

(54-55) Paragraphs already replied 
to, or not requiring any answer. 

(56) Necessity of providing accord- 
ing to treaty for the due discharge of 
the pcisheush to the Nizam. 


(57) Paragraph already replied to. 

(58) Refer to your advices to the 
Government of Madras. 

(59) We did right in referring to 
Lord Cornwallis the dispute relative 
to the capture of the Arab snow on 
the Malabar Coast, 

(60) Paragraph already replied to. 

(61) Trust to our exertions to pre- 
vent the triflling difference said to 
subsist between the Vizier and the 
Rajah of Ncpaul relative to some 
villages situated near the Bootan 
Hills from being productive of any 
embarrassing consequence. 

(62) Approve of the manner in 
which we interfered to prevent dis- 
agreeable consequences from the im- 
proper correspondence between the 
Vizier and the subjects of Timur 
Shah. Rely on the continuance of 
our vigilance to check, in time, any 
measures at Lucknow that may have 


21. The testimony borne by your 
Honorable Court to the exertions of 
Sir Charles Malet and Sir John 
Kennaway has been signified to those 
gentlemen. 

22. We must refer to our advices 
from the different departments to ex- 
hibit from time to time the measures 
taken to accomplish the desirable pur- 
poses set forth in this paragraph. 


23. No answer necessary. 

24. Your Honorable Court will be 
duly informed of the resolutions we 
have come to for the purpose you 
mention. The obligation upon this 
Government is clearly indispcnsiblc to 
see that the Nizam’s peisheush is 
regularly paid, and we shall observe 
it as a constant rule to have it forth- 
coming at the prescribed periods. 


, 25. Do not require any answer. 


26. The instruction in this para- 
graph will be duly attended to. 
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a tendency to disturb the tranquillity 
of the dominions of Oude. 

(63) Paragraph already replied to. 27. No answer necessary. 

(64) We are to continue to advice 28. This order will be properly 

you, in the most circumstantial obeyed. 

manner, of the various occurrences 
that may arise of a political nature, 
whether as affecting our own Presi- 
dency in particular, or the general 
government of your India possessions. 

29. We have had the honor to send to you by the General Goddard a conti- 
nuation of our proceedings in this Department for the months of September, 
October and November with our index to them and the other papers mentioned 
in the list of the packet. 

Fort St. George and Bombay , the Nabob Nizam Ally Khan, 

Tippoo Sultaun and the Marattas. 

30. Wc shall trust to your receiving from the Governor in Council at 
Madras a full recital of die correspondence that has passed in relation to the 
duties that devolved to Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell upon his appointment to 
command die expedition .against the Poligar of Shevigherry. The correspon- 
dence to whidi wc refer, including the letters from this Government, is entered 
on our proceedings of the following dates. 


10th 

of 

September 

from 

No. 

5 to 24, inclusive. 

17tli 


do. 

from 

No. 

2. 


24th 


do. 

from 

No. 

8 to 14, 

do. 

28 th 


do. 

from 

No. 

I. 


8th 

of 

October 

from 

No. 

14 to 28, 

do. 

2d 

of 

November 

from 

No. 

1 to 15, 

do. 

9th 


do. 

from 

No. 

1 to 7, 

do. 

12 th 


do. 

from 

No. 

I. 


16th 


do. 

from 

No. 

... to 4, 

do. 

23d 


do. 

from 

No. 

2 and 3. 



31. We arc advised by a subsequent letter from the Governor in Council, 
dated the 20di ultimo, that the principal objects of Lieutenant Colonel 
Maxwell’s expedition having been accomplished, he had separated the detach- 
ment, and discontinued field allowances to all the corps composing it, with 
the exception of a few companies which he had deemed it necessary to keep 
with himself until the settlement with the poligars should be finally effected. 

32. Our opinion of the good conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell 
throughout the service upon which he was employed, and the notice we have 

taken of that of Mr. Torin, the Collector of the Poligar 
C ° nS t m Se .P' Peshcush, will be found in our letters to the Governor in ' 
em Council at Fort St. George, dated tiie 15th and 26th of last ' * 

September. It is incumbent on us to add that we cannot but highly approve 
of die steadiness and consistency of that Government in the measures 
adopted in the course of the service in question on every subject of • 
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that required their orders and opinions for Colonel Maxwell’s guidance to' bring 
it to a proper and effectual termination. 

33. It will not, we imagine, be thought improper that we should lay before 
you in this place the opinion we have signified to the Governor in Council, in 
our letter of the 15th of September, relative to the quarrels among the poligars 
in general, and the conduct to be observed towards them. It is expressed in 
the following words: — 

“We need not describe to you how much the British name has been 
tarnished, both in Asia and in Europe, by some occurrences in India which 
have given rise to a belief that a traffic has been carried on of making and 
unmaking Nabobs by the Company’s influence, and we are perfecdy convinced 
that you will be as anxious as ourselves that no such practices shall exist, even 
in miniature, within the bounds of your authority. ■’ • 

“Our attention has been drawn to this very serious subject by the opinion 
that lieutenant Colonel Maxwell has given in his letter to you, dated the 13th 
ultimo, that the disputes among the poligars are principally occasioned by 
unsettled boundaries, and by a variety of claimants to possessions and as a 
wide field must ever lay open to dubashes and other unprincipled men for 
criminal intrigue and infamous peculation. Whilst these inconsiderate people 
remain in so unfortunate a situation, we cannot too earnestly recommend to 
you to adopt, without loss of time, the measures which you may judge will 
be the most speedy and efficacious for introducing and. establishing regulations 
that shall, in future, secure good order and quiet in those countries. 

“Your own judgement and experience will, we are persuaded, suggest to 
you the means for accomplishing these desirable ends, and it will no doubt 
appear to you that part of the outline , of sudi a plan should be to examine 
and decide immediately upon all disputed boundaries, and to cut off all hopes 
from the collateral brandies of polygar families of being able, under our 
Government, to obtain support to antiquated claims upon possessions by the 
means of intrigue and corruption. 

“Although it trill be necessary that your Collector of the Peishcush should 
enforce all the Nabob’s rights of sovereignty over the polygars, and also keep 
a vigilant eye upon their general conduct, we conceive that dedsions upon 
rights of property should neither be left to him nor referred to the Nabob. 
But, on the contrary, whenever claims upon grounds that have a reasonable 
appearance shall be preferred by any of the branches of the polygar families, 
upon die whole or part of the possessions of the family, we are of opinion that 
substantial justice can only be secured by their being examined and ultimately 
dedded upon by your Board.” 

34. The answer of the Government of Madras to the opinion and recom- 
mendation we have quoted will be found in a letter, dated the 12th of October, 
and recorded on our proceedings of the 2d ultimo. 

35. His Highness the Nabob Walau Jah, in consequence of disturbances 

„ in the Ongole and Ncllore Districts created by the inroads 

nS *Nos. 9^tM6 in- somc thieves and plunderers, having called upon the 
elusive. Rajahs of Vcncatghcrry and Calastry to furnish an 

10th Do. No. armed force of not less than a thousand peons and 25 
troopers for the protection of those countries, the cause 
for which the requisition had been made appeared to the Governor in Council 
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10 be trivial compared with the extent o£ the demand ; and it was apprehended 
that the zemindars would consider an order for peons to attend the Phouzdar 
of Ncllorc, and to be employed as he shotild think proper, to be inconsistent 
with that protection which was meant to be given them by the new arrange- 
ment. To adopt the words of the Governor in Council, “It is not difficult to 
foresee that such irregular and indefinite demands of troops will ultimately 
prove the same as demands of money, for troops cannot be supplied without 
cxpcncc, and, if the service be not very urgent, the Nabob will always gladly 
commute it for a sum of money.” 

36. We entirely agreed with the Governor in Council that the Nabob could 
have no real occasion for the services of the large number of peons that he had 

demanded from the Rajahs of Calastry and Vcncata- 
Consn^n Scptemtxrr, gherry, and that great abuses and extortions might be 
committed by a frequent repetition of such demands 
upon those and the other polygars who now pay their pcishcush directly to the 
Company. But, for the satisfaction of the Nabob, in tire instances alluded to 
in our letter to the Madras Board of the 16th of September, and that he might 
have no reasonable ground to complain of any backwardness on our part to 
execute, with the utmost punctuality, the treaty that was lately concluded with 
him, we thought it would he most advisable that they should direct the two 
polygars to comply either wholly, or in part, according to die belief enter- 
tained of their ability, with the present requisition ; and we trusted that if 
His Highness, at any time hereafter, should make demands for services from 
any of the polygars which might appear to proceed more from an inclination 
to vex and distress them than from a want of their assistance to preserve good 
order in his country, the representations of the President against such demands, 
in civil and temperate language, would induce him either to modify or with- 
draw them. 

37. A letter received from Madras since the date of our last advices and 

our answer to it relative to die form of die Nabob’s 
i***^?*' pcrwtmnahs to his tributaries (mentioned in the 33d 
paragraph of our letter by the Ganges *) will be found on 
our proceedings of the date annexed. 

38. Our consultation of die 26th of October contains a letter from the 
Madras Government with enclosures, among which is a report from Messrs. 

Consn. 26 October Moubray and Woolf, die two gendemen deputed to His 
No. l to s in- Highness’s Durbar to state his account with the Company, 
elusive. We merely refer to diese papers at present as they are to 

be found upon our records, for we shall probably have occasion, in a short 
time, to address you more fully on die subject. 

39. The letters which have been recorded from the Nabob and his eldest 
Consuln. 7th Septem- son s * ncc ^ 1C dispatch of the Ganges will be found in 

ber. Nos. 1 to our consultations noted in the margin. 

8, including a 
letter written to 
the Nabob by 
the Governor 
General. 

Consn. 10 September, 

No. 2s; 
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*10. You will receive, on luitnltcrr- in the pocket, translation* of letters 
received from Tippoo Suhnun, mid hi*. vakrrh, and written to tltcm since our 
advices by the Ganges, and we be); leave to refer to them as to a part of otir 
narrative, vizi,, 


CutiMt. 24 Septem- 
ber, Kim. 15 fi 
16. 


letters from Tippoo Suit atm to I j>u\ Cornwallis, 
received on the 15 of September, flis I/mhhip's answer 
to both written on the 21 m of Srptctnlwr. 


(,'onot, .tOiti Knvrm- 
Iter, No. 2. 


A letter of thr same date from the Persian Translator 
to thr t -akerU. One from the same to the same, written 
on the 10th of Oc toiler. 


Cmnn. 30th Kovem, 
tier. Ko. 5. 

Consn. 30ih Kovem- 
tier, Ko. <5, 

Consn. 30th Novem- 
ber. Ko. 7. 


A letter to Tippoo from Imrd Cornwallis, written on 
the 22 October. 

--Do— of the same date to the inherit from the 
Persian Translator. 

And, another to the same from the same, written on 
on the 25th of Kovemlw r. 


41. We l>eg leave to refer to our proceedings of the nnnrxcd date 
as containing an account which we received front Madras of an incursion of 

some polygars into the Daraporatn District. The Pradani 
(.onsn^ 22d Oetoly-r, OJ . |vfini*t(cr of Veerepatchee (the principal agent in the 
elusive. disturbances complained of by Tippoo’s Manager at 

Consn. 2tl Kovemlier, Daraporatn). having licen summoned to the cutcherry 
‘ °’ l ‘ *' ‘ ' of the Collector at Dindigu! to answer for his conduct, 

was made prisoner by Major Dnlrymple, and sent to Dindigul, where he 
is to remain until ample restitution of the property taken from the Darn- 
poram people shall have been obtained, and satisfaction given to Govern- 
ment for the injuries committed under his authority. 

42. The Government of Fort St. George were of opinion that the measure 
of securing the Predarn will probably render an adjustment practicable without 
employing troops ; hut they proposed to levy, by way of punishment, a fine 
on this man for his misconduct, which might he the means of deterring others 
from similar acts of irregularity in future. 

43. The vackccls of Tippoo Sultnun having delivered to Sir Charles 
Oakclcy a letter from their master, stating that Golam Mahi-ud-deen, die 

Talookdar of Dudicrrycotah, having received twenty 
C ° nS ")cr St No^T-’ m " t h° usan{ l pagodas, had proved unfaithful to his duty, 
and fled to Kistnagherry, orders were sent to Captain 
Alexander Read to secure the person of that talookdar, and keep him in con- 
finement -at Kistnagherry until proper people authomed by Tippoo should 
arrive to receive him. 


44. It was also represented to Sir Charles Oakclcy by the vakeels that 
the Polygars of Charcul, Natgoontc, Cu regoody 4 &ca. had collected peons, 
and were disturbing the countries above the ghauts. 

COnSn Nos 9 I-? Ct ° bCr ’ This i n f° rmat > on was, in consequence, immediately sent 
to Captain Alexander Read, with directions to make the 
necessary inquiries and to restrain the polygars, by every means in his power, 
from committing any irregularities in the territories belonging to Tippoo 
Suita tin. 
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45. The Intelligence received at different times from the Mysore country, 
Consn. 17th Octolier, and transmitted to us by the Governor in Council at Fort . 

St. George, will be found on our proceedings noted in the 
margin. You will observe that Tippoo had destroyed the 
fort of Ossoor, and it was supposed that he intended to 
demolish Bangalore and the other forts situated north 
cast of Scringapatam. 


Nos. 2-3. 

Consn. 9th Novem- 
ber, Nos. 8-9. 
Consn. 12 th Do. 
Nos. 2-3. 

Consn. 23 Do. 
Nos. 4-5. 


46. The Government of Madras, in dispatches dated the 6th of September, 
laid before us a minute from Sir Charles Oakcley on the subject of the agree- 
ment recommended by the Governor General to be 

Consn^24 September, ma dc with the Rajah of Tanjore previous to die 
*' restoration of that country to his management, and a 

copy of the treaty framed in consequence on the same principles as that 
lately entered into with die Nabob, and comprehending 
C°n-24 jJ 0 ® c .l ,tcm • the latest arrangement of your Honorable Court with 
respect to the Rajah’s payments; and this draft of the 
treaty had our entire approbation. 

47. But before our answer could have been received at Fort St. George, 

we were advised that the Rajah had declined executing 
Con*n^22(l October, t j 1(J lrcat y f or various reasons stated in his letter, to 
which we beg leave to refer, but of very insufficient weight 
to induce a departure from any one of its several stipulations. 

4S. We could not help taking notice of the terms in which the Rajah’s 
letter was expressed; and aldiough we entertained a very unfavourable 
opinion of his character, we could hardly believe that he 
■° nsn j; 0 I2 ctox:r ' would have ventured to write such a letter accompanied 
with so gross a mis-statement of facts, if he had not been 
encouraged by some European adviser, and as such advisers might continue 
to interfere with the most mischievous effects, both to the Rajah’s own real 
interests and those of the Company, we thought that unless he could be 
brought to disengage himself from them, and to reflect seriously on the duty 
which lie owed to you, and to his own subjects, it might be deserving of consi- 
deration, wlicdicr, as he had no male heirs, it would not be adviseable, tis a 
measure of restraint upon his conduct, to declare Serfajee presumptive heir to 
the raje. We were also of opinion that unless the Government of Madras 
should sec any material objections to it diat did not occur to us, Serfajee and 
die females of die late Rajah’s family should be removed to Madras, not only 
as a means of securing good treatment to the whole family, but particularly 
to enable die Government to take care that the young man should be pro- 
perly educated. 

49. Another letter from die Rajah of Tanjore to Sir Charles Oakeley, 

and one to die Governor General, continuing his objec- 
Consn. 16 Novem- tions to the treaty, were now laid before us. A copy of 
r, os. , , . Cornwallis’s answer to that addressed to His 

Lordship will be sent a number in the packet. 

50. The necessity of removing Serfogec from Tanjore, according to the 
opinion sent to the Madras Government, who entirely concurred in it, soon 
became apparent, his person being exposed to imminent danger from the 
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Rajah’s disposition towards him, as you will observe from die enclosed copies 
of dispatches from the Madras Government, and the Reverend Mr. Swartz, 
dated the 17th and 12th of last month. 

< 

51. To these we shall add the copy of a further letter, dated the 20th, 
from the Governor in Council, and of the papers that came with it, exhibiting 
the temper and conduct of the Rajah of Tanjore in so unfavorable a light that 
it became a doubt with the Government of Fort St. George how far it would 
be safe or prudent at this juncture to trust him with the management of his 
country under the provisions contained in the treaty which he had not yet 
executed. Difficulties were also stated to arise from the time he had taken 
to consider it, and the Governor in Council has given us notice that he should 
delay the execution of . it, and the delivery of the Rajah’s country to him, until 
he should receive our further authority for that purpose. We shall take up 
the question after the dose of these dispatches, and acquaint you with our 
determination in our next letter. 

52. We have the satisfaction to acquaint you that the boy Serfojee, and 
the widows of the late Rajah, by the means of Mr. Swartz.and Captain Wallace, 
have effected their release from the palace without occasioning the least dis- 
turbance, and are now, probably, on their way to Madras. They are extremely 
grateful for their deliverance from the Rajah’s authority, and the vexations 
they suffered under it. 

53.. In our proceedings of the 8th of October you will see recorded a letter 
from the Government of Fort St. George, endosing one from the Nabob, a 
Consn 8th October translation of a treaty actually conduded between His 
Nos. 1 to 12 in- Highness and the Dutch relative to the pearl and . chunk 
elusive. fisheries of Tutacorin, the answer sent to that communi- 

cation, and several other papers on the subject. 

54. After the correspondence that passed at the beginning of last year 
concerning the treaty which had then been formed, but not ratified by the 
Nabob, just hopes were entertained that no further measures would have been 
taken to condude it ; but His Highness, not regarding the opinions which 
had been so pointedly given, thought it expedient, iii the month of April last, 
to affix his seal and signature to it, and now, for tire first time, announced the 
act to the Governor in Council at Madras. 

55. It gave us great concern to find that the Nabob had ratified the treaty 
with so little attention either to his own interests or his engagements with the 

Company, and we highly approved of the terms in whidi 
ConS No 17 l Octobcr ’ Sir Charles Oakely had conveyed his sentiments in that 
instance. But as it appeared by the correspondence 
between the late Sir Archibald Campbell and the Ameer ul Omrah, that Sir 
Archibald had not only sanctioned the negotiation in 1788, but had even been 
so unguarded as to recommend an European gentleman, not in the Company’s 
service, to be the Nabob’s embassadore upon so delicate a mission, and seeing 
also that the 10th article of the treaty, which is particularly exceptionable, 
refers to some old previledges which the Dutch are supposed to have enjoyed 
in the countries mentioned in it, we thought that it would be most advisable, 
at present, to take no further notice of the transaction, 




TO TIIE MEMORY Or THU 

ntvrHCND CHRISTIAN FREDERIC SWARTZ. 

IORN AT «ON’NCMJURG OF NEOMARK IN THE KINGDOM OF PRUSSIA. 
Tlld ftS*-or OCTOBER I72t>. 

AND DIED AT TANJORE THE IV" OF FEBRUARY W9*. 

IN THE 72*Yi:AR OF HIS AGE. 

Dl.VOTCn FROM HIS EAIILY MANHOOD TO THE OFFICE OF 
* ""V - MISSIONARY IN THU EAST. 

THE SIMILARITY OF IMS SITUATION TO THAT OF 
TUB FIRST PREACHERS OF TIIE GOSPEL, 
pMOntlCilD IN HIM A PECULIAR RESEMBLANCE TO 
TIIE SIMPLE SANCTITY OF TIIE . 

APOSTOLIC CHARACTER. 

HK NATURAL VIVACITY WON THE AFFECTION 
AS IHS UNSPOTTED PROBITY AND PURITY OT LIFE 
ALIKE COMMANDED THE 
REVERENCE OF THE 
CHHISTIAN. MAKOMEDAN. AND HINDU. 

FOR SOVEREIGN PRINCES, HINDU. AND MAHOMKDAN, 
SELECTED THIS HUMBLE PASTOR , 

AS THfe MEDIUM OF POLITICAL NEGOCIATION WITH f 
Tlli BRITISH GOVERNMENT.. 

*AND the VERY MARBLE THAT HERE RECORDS HJS VIRTUES 
JWAS RAISED BY • 

?THE LIBERAL AFFECTION AND ESTEEM .OF THE 
* J -* * . RAJA OF TANJORE ’ V . . 

, ' MAH A .RAJA SIRFOJEE. . 

' ' _ ‘ *~A*- t-L -fa*/ 


Sarbhoji, Raja of Tanjore, visiting Rev. Schwartz 
on his death bed. 





14 DECEMBER 1792 


221 


56. Some papers afterwards received on the subject from Madras 
Consn. 29 tli October, wd! be found on our proceedings of the annexed 

Nos. 3 to 7 in- date. 

elusive. 

57. With a letter from that Government, dated die 31st of August, jdiey 
submitted to us a proposition brought forward by their President for requiring 

from die Rajah of Travancore a certain proportion of his 
Cta » tap* revenues towards die maintenance and support of the 
• ordinary cxpences of the Company’s military establish- 

ments that are kept for the general defence; and as that proportion (star 
pagodas 5 42,768 per annum, which was the sum agreed to be paid by him in 
1788 for die two battalions of your sepoys stationed by 
C ° nS! bcr 2 No SC 3-4 m * ^*s own desire * n bis country) had been taken upon a 
very reduced scale, and could be borne by the Rajah 
without die smallest inconvenience, it was imagined that measure would not 
be disapproved by us. It received our entire approbation. 

58. We beg leave to refer to our proceedings of the 24di of August 
which contain a translation of die answer given by Tippoo’s vakeels, in their 

master’s name, to Lord Cornwallis’s representation on 
Consn. 24 of August. l j lc su bject of the direc talooks claimed by the Rajah 
of Travancore, but considered by Tippoo at the late treaty of peace 
as belonging to the Rajah of Cochin, and being diercfore at Tippoo’s 
disposal, he exercised a right to cede them to the Company. In the same 
consultation you will find a proposal made in consequence by His Lordship, to 
send an aumecn or deputy from each party to die spot. 

59. It has been recommended to General Abercromby diat, if Tippoo 
should agree to His Lordship’s propositions, Mr. Powney should be appointed . 

to be die deputy on die part of die Company, as that 
Consn. ^^l^Sejncm- g en tlcman appears to have obtained very accurate 
information respecting the time and manner in which 
those talooks came into the possession of the Rajah of Travancore. 

60. We beg leave to acquaint you diat, in pursuance of the intention 
signified hi die 14di paragraph of our letter by die Ganges, in diat written to 
you by Lord Cornwallis on die 5di of April, and in His Lordship’s letter to 
Major General Abercromby dated die 23d of March, of which we enclose a 
copy, we deputed Mr. Jonathan Duncan and Mr. Charles Boddam to be Com- 
missioners to the Malabar Coast for the purposes therein mentioned, and they 
have proceeded on the service. 

61. Copies of dieir instructions, and of the letters written concerning 
their appointment to the Government of Bombay, Major General Abercromby, 
the Resident at Travancore, and the deputies appointed on a similar conimis- 

. sion from the Bombay Presidency, will be sent numbers in die packet, with a 
copy of a minute entered in our proceedings of the 5th ultimo, by which 
your Honorable Court will observe the circumstances in which the Bengal 
Commissioners are placed in regard to their expences &ca., with the salary 
given to Mr. Boddam, and that Mr. Treves, the Head Assistant at Benares, 
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had been ordered to act as Resident during Mr. Duncan’s absence, receivmg 
for that period an additional monthly allowance of Sa. Rs. 1,500. 


62. We take the liberty of referring to our proceedings of the 8th of 
Consn. 8th October, O ct °ber, which contain a letter received by the Governor 
Nos. 50 to 56, General from Mr. Gamul Farmer, one of the Commis- 
inclusive. sioners from Bombay. The preceding advices from him- 

self and Major Dow were noticed in the 14th paragraph of our letter by the 
Ganges. ■ 


63. You will be informed by the Bombay Government of a correspon- 
dence which has passed between the Governor of the French factory at Mahi 
Consn. 8th October and t ^ le Chief at Tellicherry concerning some boats that 
Nos.. .37 to 42^ in May, 1790, were taken in the offing of that port by your 
inclusive. cruizers, having been laden with rice that came from 

Tippoo’s country to the northward, and relative .to a district near Mahi, claimed 
by the French, and situated , in that division of the coast which was ceded to 
us at the last treaty of peace ; and we shall transmit in the packet, a copy 
of the answer which we sent to die Governor in Council at Bombay upon these 
subjects on the 12th of October. A translation of the letter written by Lord 
Cornwallis to Tippoo Sultaun relative to the district to which the French 
Governor at Mahi has pretented a right is entered in our consultations of the 
30th of November ; and we have only to add on this . subject that the Bombay 
Commissioners on the Malabar Coast have been instructed to investigate and 
ascertain, with precision, the boundaries of the territories that were possessed 
in the neighbourhood of Mahi by the French and Tippoo at the commence- 
ment of the war. 


64. Governor Anker at Tranquebar having represented to Lord 
Cornwallis that the Danish factory at Calicut® and the ground on which it 

Foreign Department stands 316 ** Pf°P ert y of ^ Danish Majesty, and 
proceedings, 6th requested that this might be signified to your servants 
August, No. 2. on that coast, we referred the matter to the Government 


of Bombay, who have instructed their Commissioners to investigate the claim, 
and report upon it without delay. 


65. Some correspondence has passed between die Governor in Council 
at that Presidency and the Captain General of Goa upon a point of naval 
Consn 8th October et “l uette occasioned, as the complaint stated, by one of 
Nos. 44 to 48’ our ships of war preventing a Portugueze frigate, called 
inclusive. the Real Fidelissima, from firing a morning and an 

evening gun in Bombay harbour. The matter was referred to the 
Commodore. 


66. Major General Abercromby having in the course of his correspon- 
dence with Lord Cornwallis mentioned it as his opinion that the interest of the 
Company would be benefited by the re-establishment of 
C° nSI bcr ^No^2^ tem " dlc * r ^ act0I 7 at Onorc 7 , from whence considerable quan- 
' ' ' tides of pepper and sandalwood were formerly exported, 

and having also taken notice that they had likewise banksauls at Mirjec, 
Candapore, and Mangalore, the latter being the greatest mart upon the coast 
for rice, it was signified to Tippoo’s vakeels that the Company intended to 
exercise the commercial privileges that were granted to them' by Hydcr Ally 



14 DECEMBER 1792 


m 


and confirmed by die treaty ; but it was recommended to General Abercromby 
that, as those rights were not claimed by the Company 
COnS ^4o 8t 36° Ct0j5Cr ’ durin S dle ^ ast P eace » and h a ve now remained so long 
dormant, he should not take any steps towards their re- 
establishment until we know how far Tippoo conceives them to extend. . 

67. You will observe, in our consultations of the annexed dates, the 
demand again made by the Government of Bombay upon the Mahvan Rajah® 

Consn. 7 September, to P a Y bis debt to die Company and recover from him the 
No. 25. value of property belonging to .the Bombay merchants, 

2 ? & 3°° N ° S and se ^ zed at different times by his piratical fleet, amount- 
26 October, i n g altogether to a large sum of money. This requisition 
Nos. 10 & 13. was attended with an assurance that your Government 
would take die necessary measures to indemnify themselves if he did not 
discharge the debt immediately, and as, in the event of your being obliged to 
proceed to extremities against this piratical chief, it would be necessary to have 
die assistance of the King’s ships, we wrote to the Commodore, at General 
Abercromby’s desire, to request that he would be pleased to send to Bombay 
such part of the squadron as he might think sufficient to be prepared to 
co-operate with the force of die Bombay Government in the case we have 
„ ^ , mentioned. The Rajah's answer is recorded on our pro- 

N 0 . j. ceedmgs of the 26th October. It was evasive, and General 

Consn. 26th October, Abercromby diought that no means short of force would 
No ‘ ensure to you proper satisfaction for his unprovoked and 

repeated insults ; but as he was in some measure dependant on the Mahrattas 
at Poonah, it was diought advisable to sound die Durbar upon the intention 
to employ an armament against Malwan. 

68. It appeared to us that the former behavior of the Malwan Rajah in 
not accommodating his disputes with the Company under the favorable inter- 
position and mediation of the Court of Poonah, which we 

Consn^25th October, at t } iat t j me m0 st readily accepted, and afterwards declin- 
ing the furdier good offices of that Court, deprived him of 
all claim for interference, in his favor, on the part of the Marattas, and that 
his renewal of his piratical attacks at the commencement of the last war, as 
well as his last evasive letter to the Governor of Bombay, gave us no reason to 
believe that it would be possible, by moderate means, to bring this matter to 
a satisfactory termination. 

69. But although we conceived it to be necessary to impress the Rajah 

with an idea of, and perhaps to make him feel, our power to avenge the insults 
and injuries that we had received from him, yet as Sir C. Malet thought that 
he was not possessed of the means of discharging the whole of what was due 
by him to the Company, and that, when sufficiently humbled, he might from 
his local situation, and family circumstances, be converted into an useful 
friend, and as we, on the other hand, apprehended that his absolute ruin 
might prove embarrassing to ourselves, and create some degree of alarm and 
jealousy in the minds of the Marattas, we recommended to the Bombay Gov- 
ernment that as far as our honor, and the security of our commerce, admitted, 
they should ultimately pursue a lenient course. • - ■ 

70. We advised them that we had dispatched a vessrito_jhe An« = > 
Island with our request to the Commodore that ' ' v l<f 
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force under his command to co-operate with theirs against the Malwan Rajah, 
but that as the time of the Commodore’s arrival at the Andamans was 
uncertain, we could not say how soon that assistance might be expected. 

'71. On the 14th of September a letter was laid before us from Major 
Palmer acquainting us that Bhow Buckshy had, at length, received an answer 
from Sindia to the many applications that had been made 
Consn-er l^Sqitera- f or King’s sunnuds of investiture to the Nabob of 
■ Surat, which had been delayed, it would seem, for no 
purpose but to demand' an. increase of nuzzeranna on his accession to the 
musnud beyond the amount that was paid, on a similar occasion, by the 
father of the present Nabob. A copy of Major Palmer’s 
Consn^Hth^Septem- letter on the subject to Mr. Griffiths, the Chief 
’ * * of the 'factory, wifi, be found- on our consultations 

of the date annexed. • > 

’ 72. Had this nuzzeranna, now augmented to tweiity-fiVe thousand rupees, 
been asked by Sindea on the first application for the snnnuds, we should 
probably have recommended to the Nabob to comply 
C ° nSI ber 4t No S 24 tem demand; but, after having been amused with 

’ ' ■ promises for three years, we determined to take no 

further concern about so trifling a business which we, from the first, considered 
as a mere matter of empty form. 

73. It would rest with the Nabob himself to yield to this claim or not, as 
he might think proper ; but we resolved, in either case, not to admit of any 

further unnecessary delay in confirming . him in his 

Consn. 14 Septem- station ; and therefore desired that the Bombay Govern- 
ber. No. 11. , , . . . ' . . J . - - 

. ment would give the proper instructions to the Chief of 

Surat to place the Nabob in the full possession of his office, waiting however 

two months after the receipt of qur letter in order to give Sindea full time, 

if he chose it, for the transmission of the King’s sunmtds. 

74. Major Palmer was made acquainted with. these instructions that he 

might communicate them to .Sindea, informing him also 
Consn.^24^5e{rtem- that we could not admit the allegation of orders from 
>er ’ °" ' Shaw Allum as an apology for his conduct, but should 

ever consider the acts of the Court of Delhi as coming immediately from 
himself. . .. , ■ . 

75. In the 35th, 36th and 37th paragraphs of our letter by die Ganges, 
we took notice of the complaints made by the Resident at Broach of the outrage 
committed by Sindea’s Aumil at that place, and we advised you of .the satis- 
faction we expected for them. We also observed that, before, this was notified 
to Sindia, lie had expressed his positive disapproval of the conduct of his 
At»mt7,.Lallabye, and promised a degree of reparation, but not to the extent 
that lie would afterwards find was required of, him. 

76. Sindea’s answer to Major Palmer’s letter acquainting him with Lord 

Cornwallis's sentiments upon this business, , and the 
Consn. 2 November, , degree of redress that was thought necessary, was in 
these terms : . „ 

“My friend, how much so ever the Governor General may be 
disposed to maintain and strengthen our , connection, my inclination towards 
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thni end exceeds His Lordship’s. Immediately on hearing of the disputes 
and disagreements at Broach, and prior to the receipt of your friendly 
letter, I gave repeated and positive, pointed orders to Lalloo Bhaye, forbidding 
hint and desiring him to abstain from all acts that militate against the rules 
of the intimacy subsisting between us, and directing him to apologize for, 
and to remove the bail effects of, what had passed, as well as to punish, in an 
exemplary manner, the behaviour of the Afghans. .Lalloo Bhaye, who, not- 
withstanding that, in consequence of the disagreements, had used many 
arguments, and reported various circumstances in corroboration of his inno- 
cence, nevertheless made apologies, and sought the pleasure of the English 
Resident, pursuant to my orders. As my inclination is wholly bent on preserv- 
ing and strengthening our friendship, I was not satisfied with this, but 
summoned Lalloo Bhaye to my presence. He has in consequence been here 
about 2 or 3 days, and shall be reprimanded and checked in the manner that 
shall be expedient.” 

77. But Major Palmer, upon observing afterwards that no punishment 
appeared to have liecn inflicted on the Afghans who murdered die Company’s 
sepoy, thought it necessary to repeat I>ord Cornwallis’s requisition for justice 
on those atrocious offenders ; and although the acceptance of Lalla Bhaye’s 
concessions, and the return of Mr. Crowe to the factory of Broach might be 
deemed a suflicient reparation for the misconduct of that Atnnil, lie has 
judged it indispensable to intimate to Sindca the impropriety and indelicacy of 
the public countenance and distinction which he is even still said to shew 
to a man against whom our Government has had so many and heavy causes 
of complaint. He was solicitous that the Maratta chief should consider this 
representation in the most friendly and serious light, recollecting the generous 
conduct of the English Government in conveying to him the province of 
Broach* without any promise or equivalent, which made it peculiarly incum- 
bent on him to guard and protect the few rights and previledges wliidi the 
Company had reserved for their factory ; and lie gave him to understand that 
the Governor General would think it incumbent on him to support die dignity 
of the Company’s Government, and to maintain the security of dicir servants 
and subjects, by insisting on redress in the mode already specified. 

7S. 'Phe detail which we have given in this narrative has not convenicndy 
admitted of our taking earlier notice of the subjects of our correspondence 
with your Residents at the Courts of Ilydrabad and Poonali since the date 
of our last dispatches. We arc now to revert to it. 

79. We communicated to you in our letter by the Ganges the instruc- 
tions that had been sent to those Residents to ncgociatc a Treaty of Guarantee 
between the Company, the Nizam and the Marattas on die basis of die 13th 
and lOdi articles of the treaties of alliance that were formed at the beginning 
of the late war. 


80. The correspondence which we have had before us on diis subject 


Consn. 8 October, 
No. 35. 

„ 22d Do. No. 13. 
„ 29th Do. No. 8. 
„ 12th Novem- 
ber, Nos. 4, 5, 6 
& 14. 


will be found on our consultadons of the annexed 
dates. You will observe that some doubts were enter- 
tained of the necessity of die measure, the treaties as 
they stood being deemed sufficient, and diat further 
instructions were desired. 


„ 23d Do. No. 8. 


Voi. xvn—i5 
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81. As the public service could suffer no injury by postponing the execu- 
tion of those which had been already given, we were very glad to receive 
the sentiments of your Residents fully and without reserve upon a point of so 
much delicacy and importance. But after having deliberately reconsidered 
the subject, with the reasoning upon it, we were still of opinion that it would 
be most desirable that your guarantee engagements with your Allies should 
be put into clear and explicit terms, instead of remaining, as at present, in a 
form which, being rather general and vague, might expose us, at some future 
day, to the hazard of being called upon to adopt a line of conduct different 
from the original intention of our agreements, or, in case of a refusal on our 
part, to the imputation of a breach of public faith. 

82. Being, however, aware of die jealousy and art of the Maratta 
character, and of the looseness and irregularity of principle so apparent in the 
Nizam’s Government, we were sensible that considerable caution would be 
necessary on this occasion ; and we knew that we could entirely rely upon 
your Residents for exercising the utmost discretion in endeavouring to make 
the proposition in such a way as should impress their respective Durbars with 
the conviction that we had no other object in view than that which we pro- 
fessed, vizt., to put the mutual guarantee for which we stand engaged to each 
other in so clear a form that the true meaning and extent of the agreement 
.may not, at a future period, admit of dispute or misconstruction by any of the 
parties. 

83. It would soon appear whether our Allies were willing to meet our 
wishes upon this point, and, should they manifest any evasion, or even back- 
wardness, we have desired that it may not be pressed upon them, as it could 
answer no useful purpose ; but if, in the latter case, it should be judged advis- 
able to withdraw the proposition, we expect that they will explicitly avow the 
meaning they affix to our present engagements and we have instructed 
the Residents to deliver a written declaration on our part that we consider 
the three powers to be bound to each other to act with their whole force 
against Tippoo, in the event of his attacking either of them without dear and 
just provocation, but in no other case whatever, and that the plan of operations 
is to be settled when war shall appear to be inevitable. 

84. It was urged by Sir Charles Malet, in his correspondence with Sir 
John Kennaway, that the respective situations of the Nizam and the Peshwah 
would induce diem to take different lines in regard to the Treaty of Guaran- 
tee, the former being as anxious to promote, as die Court of Poonah would 
be to avoid, arrangements that might be expected to be more or less condudvc 
to giving him a security to which His Highness’s own power by itself is inade- 
quate, for the Nizam, being protected by a general defensive league, would be 
thus liberated from the present influence of die Court of Poonah over him, and 
its views of further subjugation. 

85. But the negotiation is suspended for another more powerful reason, 
the unsetded state of affairs at Poonah; and all discussion of a Treaty of 
Guarantee is to be postponed, both there and at Hydrabad, until the present 
political contest between Nana Furnavcsc and Mahajce Sindia shall have been 
decided, and the administration of the Peshwa’s Government clearly established 
in the hands of one of the parties. 
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-86. A visit to Poonah by Meer Allum on the part of the Nizam seemed 
Consnr 7th Septem- to be determined on for the purpose of adjusting a point 
30th. November “ c ^ s P ute concerning arrears of chout, and to settle other 
No. 9. ’ subjects of litigation between the two Courts. 

„ 5th December, 

No. 5. 


87. But we do not kno.w whether this design' may not be interrupted by 
anodier, of which we have lately been advised by Sir John Kennaway, who 
informs us that Sindia had expressed a desire for Azeem ul Omrah’s presence 
at Poonah when the time would be proper for it (meaning, we suppose, when 
Sindea’s power shall be compleatly established), and that he intended to 
comply with it, in which case, it would be the Nizam’s wish that Sir John 
Kennaway should accompany the Minister, and that the Company’s detach- 
ment should attend him merely as his private guard, without any view or 
intention of their being otherwise employed. A copy of Sir John Kennaway’s 
letter upon this subject will be sent a number in .the packet. 

88. We cannot perceive how the intended visit of Azeem ul Omrah to 
Poonah can be productive of any advantage to the Nizam ; but in the event 
of a total change in the Poonah Ministry, and of Azeem ul Omrah’s persever- 
ing in his resolution to accept Sindia’s invitation to visit the Peshwah, we do 
not wish that your Resident should urge any objection to it on the part of this 
Government. 


89. In a different situation, however, of public affairs, we should, without 
hesitation, have refused our consent to the Minister’s being attended either 
by your Resident, or the Company’s battalions in His Highness’s pay. But 
conceiving it to be highly probable that Sir John Kennaway would be able, by 
his weight with the Minister, to prevent several bad effects that might other- 
wise arise from the natural levity and inconsiderateness of his character, and 
looking upon it [to be] also of great importance to discourage all hopes in 
Tippoo of profiting from the internal dissentions amongst the Marattas, and of 
evading the execution of any part of the late treaty, we determined, under 
certain restrictions, to agree to both the requests made by the Nizam, as we 
might have an opportunity by that means, not only of defeating any intrigue 
that might be attempted by Tippoo, but of convincing him likewise that the 
connection and friendship between the three allied powers still continues in 
their full strength. 

90. The conditions which we annex to our consent are that a total change 
shall have previously taken place in the Poonah Ministry; that the Nizam 
shall inform the Peshwa that His Highness has requested Sir John Kennaway 
to attend his Minister with the Company’s two battalions on his visit to 
Poonah ; and that the Peshwa’s entire approbation of the compliance with the 
request shall be publickly notified to Sir Charles Malet, and communicated by 
him to the Resident at Hydrabad before the commencement of his journey. 


91. Our reasons for the above conditions are that we should not chuse 
that the appearance of your Resident of troops at Poonah could be made use 
of to influence, in the smallest degree, the decision of the struggle between the 
contending political, parties ; and it appears to us that the Peshwa’s explicit 
approbation of the measure is indispensably necessary, both because it would 
not be proper that your troops should enter his territories without his consent. 


Political letter to court 


and that, after having declined to permit Major Palmer to attend Sindea on 
his visit, -there is a delicacy, to be observed on our part in allowing Sir John 
Kennaway to accompany another visitor, though not a subject of the Maratta 
State, without the Peshwa’s positive sanction. 

92. Sir John Kennaway was informed that he would receive all the 
necessary communications from Poona through Sir Charles Malet, to whom 
he would, as usual, immediately forward a copy of these instructions ; and he 
was desired in the case of his proceeding on the above-mentioned visit with the 
Minister, to leave the charge of die business of the Residency with the Nizam 
in the hands of his Assistant. 

93. We shall transmit to you, a number in the packet, a copy of a minute 
recorded by the Governor General, on the 17th. of September, respecting an 

acknowledgement to be made to Meer Allum for the 
COnS, ber 1 No S T<) em * serv * ces ^ as rendered to the Company. His Lordship’s 
minute states the amount of the compensation, and die 
reasons for allowing it, and we have no doubt diat our ready acquiescence in it 
will receive the approbation of your Honorable Court. 

.94. In our despatches by the Ganges , we communicated to you 
_ the instructions we had sent to Sir John Kennaway 
ber. Nos. 21, 22, concerning Runmust Khan. What has smce been 
23, 24. written to us on the subject will be found on our 

Consn^ Sth^October, p rocee( jings of the annexed dates. 

„ 26th Do. No. 

10.- . . 

„ I2th Novern- _ • 

ber. No. 15. _ 

95. We have the satisfaction to inform you that Bulliarree was delivered 
over, some time ago, on the. part of Tippoo to Jessarut ul Dowlah, the officer 
appointed by the Nizam to receive it. 

96. The several papers diat have been recorded since wc wrote by the 

Ganges relative to the provision to be made for the 
Consn. 7th Septem- payment of the arrears due to the Nizam for peshcush 
to 16z inclu- and the last of the current year will be found in our 

sive. consultations in the margin. - 

Consn. 10 Septem- 
ber, No. 26. 

Consn. 28th Do. 

No. 2. 

Consn. 2d Novem- 
ber, No. 20. 

97. The sum of four lacks of rupees on account of die arrears was tendered 
at Madras by. die order of that Government to Hurry Dhutt and Bhuth 
Bowanny Sunkcr, soukars , but diey declined taking it, stating as a reason that 
diey had written to the Nizam, and must wait liis answer, before diey could 
receive or pass a receipt for any sum on account of the peshcush. We arc not 
yet advised that the doubt or scruple, from whatever cause it arose, on this 
subject has been removed. 

98. Sir John Kennaway having informed us that His Highness's Minister 
preferred receiving payment of the peshcush at Masulipatam to receiving 
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Consn. 10 Septem- 
ber, Nos. 28, 
29, 30. 

„ 28tli Septem- 
ber, Nos. 3, 4. 

„ 16th Novcm- 
l>cr. Nos. 19, 20. 

„ 20tli Novem- 
ber, No. 13. 


it at Madras, we determined to take upon ourselves the 
discharge of it; and, after some correspondence with 
the Resident at Benares, die particulars of which are 
recorded, we directed him to enter into an agreement 
widi the House of Bowanny Doss Sail for the payment 
of 3 lacks and half of arcot rupees 10 in silver of the 
Masulipatam currency at diat place on die 31st of 
October, 1792, and the same sum on the 31st of March, 


1793, relying upon the Governor in Council at Fort St. George to discharge 
the arrears that might be reported by Sir John Kennaway to be due to His 
Highness for the pcshctish to the end of die Fussily year 1200, ending in 
September, 1791. We have received advise that die first kist above-mentioned 
has been discharged and have accepted die bill drawn for die amount by the 
Chief and Council at Masulipatam, payable from the Benares treasury. 


99. The Governor General presented to die Nizam’s Minister in camp, for 
His Highness’s service, ten heavy guns (iron 18 Ibrs.) which there had been 
some difficulty in conveying to Vellore ; and as it would not be very easy to 
drag them from thence to Hydrabad, His Lordship authorized Sir John 
Kennaway to acquaint His Highness that, when the rains were over, he would 
send an equal number to Masulipatam, from whence 
C ° nSn bcr 6t Nos'°8 CI 9 tll( 7 rni g^ t he easily transported to His Highness’s 
10.’ ’ capital. The Governor in Council at Fort St. George 

Consn. 30 Novcm- h as been in consequence requested to give orders that 
>cr, i os. -l . these guns may be sent in February next to Masulipatam, 
and to advise Sir John Kennaway when dicy are dispatched that he may 
recommend to the Nizam to send proper persons widi bullocks to remove them. 


100. Captain Dallas having been employed by die Madras Government 
to purchase horses at Hydrabad for dicir native cavalry, the Governor in 
_ „ , „ Council, at the recommendation of Sir John Kennaway, 

ber. No. 21. agreed that he should have a credit on Bengal for the 

,’, 16 November, advances he might require on diis account. But, as the 
30th 8 9 Novcm- h erc had greatly accumulated during die late war, 

ber. Nos. 10, we were very desirous to apply to its reduction all the 
11 • sums we could command ; and as it was very probable 


that die treasury at Madras would be well supplied by the payments from 
Tippoo, we expressed a wish diat Captain Dallas might draw upon that 
Presidency for die whole sum that he might expend for die purchase of horses 
for die cavalry of their establishment. However, before this instruction could 


be received, drafts were made on us, and they have of course been accepted. 


101. The papers received from Sir John Kennaway relative to the 
Consn. J7th Septem- detachment commanded by Major Roberts will be found 

ber. No. 9. on our proceedings of the dates annexed. 

„ 8 October, No. 

34. 


„ 9 November, 
Nos. 9A-10. 


„ 12 Do. Nos. 6, 

10 , 11 . 

„ 16 Do. Nos. 15, 
16, 17. 

„ 23 Do. Nos. 
6-7. 
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102. The Resident at Hyderabad having referred to us a request from 
Monsieur Raymond 11 , an officer in the Nizam’s service, for a passport through 

the Company’s territories to enable him to . execute a 
Consn. 19 Septem- commission from His Highness for the purpose of 
muskets, cannon, cloth, and other articles to the extent of 
one lack of rupees, we had no objection to authorize the passport, provided 
application for it should be made to the Nizam or by his direct authority. 

103. Our proceedings noted in the margin contained some information 

sent to the Madras Government by Sir John Kennaway 
C ° nS ber 17 No S r m - arriva ^ at Hydr abad of two English sailors named 

Alexander Tinby and James Baker, who had escaped from 
confinement in Chitdedroog. The circumstances of their capture are stated 
in the letter, with the intelligence they gave of two Europeans and several 
natives belonging to the Company being confined in Gooty. Sir John 
Kennaway recommended that Tippoo’s vakeels should be required to apply 
to their master for an order to the killaiar of Goote to deliver these people 
to such persons as, on obtaining the order, he would 
C ° nS No | eptember ’ send to Gooty to receive them. But from a subsequent 
circumstance in the conduct of the informant he was 
not inclined to place that reliance on their testimony which he before thought 
it deserved. 


Consn. 2d Novem- 
ber, No. 22. 


104. Tippoo’s vakeels declared their ignorance of any English prisoners 
being in confinement at Gooty, but promised to procure 
an order to the Commandant directing him immediately 
to liberate every person of that description. 

105. A representation having been made to Tippoo by the kflladar of 
Rydroog, and transmitted to his vakeels, that a person named Esah-mean 
belonging to the Nizam had arrived at a place called Tarmeri with a body of 
horse and foot, and plundered and carried of a great number of sheep and 
cattle, the property of Tippoo’s Sirkar, with goods and effects of the ryotts of 
the same talook, and that other persons in -the Nizam’s service had committed 
unwarrantable oppressions &ca. in the neighbouring districts, a copy of the 
complaint was sent to Sir John Kennaway, whose letter on the subject to Meer 

Allum, and the answer of the latter, will be found on 
.our proceedings of the annexed date. It was promised 
that the strictest orders should be sent to Mulick 
Eessa, without delay, to restore whatever he might have taken, and to 
abstain on all occasions from such practices as the kelladar of Rydroog had 
accused him of. The caution necessary to be preserved 
C ° nS ber ' Nos^ 0 ? 6 ^" * n cm pl°y in S suc h a person as Malic Esau, supposing 
9. ‘ him the person described in the Persian Translator’s 

Consn. 16 Norcm- letter to Sir John Kennaway of the 12th of October, is 
ber. Nos. 9, 11, particularly set forth in that letter, which contains also 
an instruction to your Resident to use such arguments 
as may occur to him to induce a due performance of the treaty on the part 
Consn. 30 Novem- Nizam as furnishing the strongest grounds on 

ber. Nos. 3 & which he could claim it from Tippoo Sultaun. A 
4 ’ similar order was also sent to Sir Charles Malet. 

106. "We have been considerably disappointed at not haring heard that 


Consn. 8th October, 
No. 29. 
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the first hist which, according to the declaration of Tippoo’s vakeels, was dis- 
patched long ago to the Nizam and the Marattas has yet been received by 
cither of those powers ; and although wc saw no reason to suppose that Tippoo 
would venture to fail in die performance of that part of the treaty, we have 
thought it incumbent on us to be upon our guard, and it could not escape our 
observation diat wc were particularly called upon to attend to the interests 
of your Allies as wc were entrusted with the exclusive custody of the hostages. 

107. It appears, no doubt, highly improbable ekhcr that the hostages 
could effect an escape from their present situation, or diat a plan of that nature 
would be in contemplation for diem. But Tippoo’s character warrants sus- 
picions of any kind, and the Governor General has therefore recommended 
to Sir Charles Oakley that without betraying any signs of distrust, and parti- 
cularly without putting the boys under die smallest additional restraint, he 
should keep a very watchful eye upon die conduct of the people belonging 
to them, and guard even against the possibility of their getting out of our 
hands before die treaty shall be fully executed. 

10S. It also appeared very necessary to be cautious that Tippoo should not 
succeed in creating jealousies of us in die minds of our allies by affecting to 
give us a preference in die performance of his pecuniary engagements, and, on 
that account, wc have requested diat if the second kist should be offered to us 
before the first shall be paid to the Nizam and the Marattas, the Government 
of Fort St. George will decline to receive it, and desire that the money may 
remain wherever Tippoo pleases, within his own territories, until they shall 
have been informed that die first payments had been made good to our Allies. 
Sir Charles Malct and Sir John Kcnnaway have been instructed to give the 
earliest notice of such payments to the Governor of Madras. 

109. Translations of letters to the Governor General from the Nabob 
Consn. 30 Novcm- Nizam Ally Khan and Mecr Allum are recorded on 

ber, Nos. 8 & our consultations of the 30th November. 

9. 

110. We are now to advert to the correspondence with your Resident at 
Poonah since die date of our last dispatches. 

111. The uncertainty, even at this time, of the issue of the contest for 
Consn 7 September, power in diat administration between Nana Furnaveese 

14°Do 24 No’ 7 anc * Mahajce Sindia induces us merely to notice it, and 

3d October, to refer to our proceedings that contain the intelligence 

Np. 2. we have .received from Sir Charles Malet concerning it. 

26 Do. Nos. 10- ° 

13. 

12 th Novem- 
ber, No. IS. 

16 Do. No. 22. 

3d December, 

Nos. 4-5. 

7th Do. No. 17. 

112. The correspondence with this Resident in relation to the Treaty of 

Guarantee will appear in our consultations noted in the 
C° n s-26th October, mar gj nf and W e shall only at present request your 
Consn. 29 Do. No. 9. attention to what is stated upon it in a letter of the 

» 16 November, 27th of October from Lord Cornwallis to Sir Charles 
°' 22 ‘ Malet in the following terms. 
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“Considering the former relative military force of the Mysore' and the 
Mahratta States, nothing could have been more nugatory and useless than the 
article of the Treaty of Salbye, by which the Mahrattas, without specifically 
agreeing to guarantee our possessions, engaged to restrain Hyder Ali and the 
Nizam from committing hostilities against us; and looking therefore upon 
that article merely as empty words which could not be supposed to influence 
the conduct of the Mahrattas, from its having been totally out of their power 
to perform it, I have never thought it worth while, to lay a stress upon it in any 
conferences or transactions with them. 

“With regard to the presumptuous Maratta claim of chout, I wish 
that, as far as relates to ourselves, it should not only be treated with contempt, 
but that the Marattas should also know that it can never be mentioned by 
them without exciting our displeasure and indignation ; and it may likewise 
be proper that they should clearly understand that we do not look upon our- 
selves as, in die most distant degree, engaged to support them in such a claim 
upon any of the other powers in India. 

“If by kundnee , which you. suppose they may demand from Tippoo, is 
meant chout , what I have said is applicable to it ; and, if it is in the sense of 
any other- pecuniary demand, we must not only refuse all countenance to it, 
but, should an attempt be made to enforce it, we shall be obliged to declare 
explicitly that after the Treaty of Seringapatam it becomes unjust.” 

1 13. . You will observe, in Sir Charles Malet's letter to Lord Cornwallis 
dated the 22d of September, that he requests directions for his guidance in the 
event of any. application (similar to that of Nizam Ally Khan for permission 
to purchase arms &ca. to a considerable extent at Madras) being made by 
the Mahratta Government, and that he states the consequence to which the 
permission given to the Nizam' is likely to be liable unless a similar indul- 
gence should be given to the Court of Poonah. 

1 14. . We are not unapprized of the opinion which we delivered upon this 
subject, in general, in our letter to your Secret Committee, dated the 6th of 
November, 1788 ; but we confess ourselves to be now of opinion that although 
an export from England for the express purpose will not be necessary as an 
article of commerce without a particular indent from hence or your other 
Presidencies, it is advisable for the Company to furnish the neighbouring 
native powers widi certain quantities of fire arms at reasonable prices rather 
than drive them to the necessity of establishing manufactures of their own ; 
and in the particular instance before us, we thought that, as the Marattas had 
in their power to procure any quantity of arms and military stores that they 
want from foreign nations, it was the less worth our while to disappoint them 
of a supply if they should ask for it. 

1 15. It was therefore mentioned to the Resident at Poonah that if Nana 
Furnavcsc should apply for permission to purdiase some arms at Bombay, 
either in consequence of his hearing that the Nizam had obtained a similar 
indulgence at Madras or for any other reason, we should not be disposed to 
refuse it, but that, in order to enhance the favor, Sir Charles Malet might agree 
to refer the application to the Governor General. 

116. In a letter from that Resident which is recorded on our consulta- 
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tions of tlie 12th November, he mentioned a ceremonial that was expected on 
the occasion of his requesting the honor, of a visit from 
C ° nSI ber l No N l > S Cnl " t ^ e ‘Peshwa, which would carry with it on the part of 
' ’ the latter a public instance of the cordiality of the two 

Governments on the return of Lord Cornwallis to the seat of Government, 
[to] which it would receive a confirmation from us in Sir Charles 
Malet’s presenting to the Peshwa die handsome and curious presents that he 
had to offer from your Honorable Court. 

117. But it having been intimated to the Resident that some other pre- 
sents were required which he did not think proper to be made on so particular 
an occasion, the visit from die Peshwa was waived for die present; but 
Sir Charles Malet was desired by the Durbar to impute the circumstance to the 
necessity of an attention to forms which they considered as indispensable. 

118. We arc advised in a letter from Sir Charles Malet to our Secretary 
that he has lately forwarded to the Bombay Government three copies fur- 
nished by Lieutenant Emmitt of his surveys during the 

COnSI bcr 2 No N I6 Cin l atc war > and subsequent to it, including a great variety 
! * and extent of very interesting geographical matter, 

rendered still more valuable by the well-known and particular accuracy which 
the surveys of Lieutenant Emmitt have always exhibited. We imagine that 
they will be forwarded by the Governor in Council to your Honorable Court. 

119. Our proceedings to which we beg leave to refer contain a narrative 
transmitted by die Resident at Poonah from one William Lee who had escaped 

_ from Tippoo’s country, and arrived at that place. It 

ber. Nos. 15 & conveys intelligence of the detention of some other 
15A. British subjects in Tippoo’s dominions, and the 

necessary application for their release has been made in consequence to his 
vakeels at Fort St. George. 

120. Pursaram Bhow’s arrival at Poonah, with riiree or four thousand 

„ horse, and the good reception he met with, are noticed 
ber. No. 9. in chc Resident s letters that will be found m our con- 

„ 26 November, sultations of the 23d and 26th of last month ; and those 
No. 3. 0 f t ] ie annexed dates have reference to the disputes 

between Tucojee Holcar and Sindia, and the actual hostilities that had taken 
Consn. 7th Septem- place between the forces of these chiefs in the northern 

*?5 r : *5* 2 v't parts of Indostan. 

,, I4th Do. Nos. r 

6, 7, 9. 

,, 16 December, 

No. 22. 

„ 23 Do. No. 9. 

121. Sir Charles Malet having desired our instructions for his guidance 
in the case of the Poonah Government’s expressing a desire to make a pecu- 
niary acknowledgement to the detachment commanded by Captain Little in 
approval of its services during the late war, we agreed that, if Sir Charles should 
receive any money on this account, he should be authorized to issue it to the 
officers and men of that detachment to be proportionally divided according 
to the established rules on such occasions. 

122. In looking over the correspondence with Sir Charles Malet, we are 

Jed to draw your attention to a matter /> * 1 . though of pen* to 
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that gentleman, being connected with die reward 
C ° nsn ber 1 No^T tem " b estowe< * u P on by the King for his official conduct, 
•' may. be properly brought before you in a public 
address. We shall submit it in the forms in which his application to Lord 
Cornwallis is expressed. 

“I lose not the earliest opportunity of Your Lordship’s, return to com- 
parative leisure to introduce a subject which though personal originates in 
a publick act of royal favor, the value of which has been greatly enhanced by 
the liberal munificence of our honorable employers. I scare need to remind 
Your Lordship that I allude to the dignity of baronetage lately conferred on 
me by our gracious sovereign and relieved from all expence to me by the 
generosity of the Honorable the Court of Directors, as communicated to me in 
Mr. Sub Secretary Fombelle’s letter of 5th October, 1791. 

"Penetrated with respect and . gratitude for so honorable a mark of die 
notice of my sovereign, and the approbation of my employers, I should not 
have delayed a moment to make the acknowledgements due to the occasion, 
had not circumstances connected with it forced me reluctandy to defer my 
thanks till the season of Your Lordship’s leisure might enable me to accompany 
them with a representation of my. grounds to hope, that, by the same royal 
favor, and the same honorable patronage, by which I. have been thought 
worthy the distinction of a new tide of baronetage, I shall not be deprived of 
the rank of my ancient claim to that dignity, derived from the fiat of 
Charles 2d, AJD. 166|, 12 granted to my ancestor. Sir Thomas Malet Knt., and 
which it ever was my intention, in the event of my pursuits in this country 
proving successful, to have taken up, though by family circumstances, which 
it is unnecessary to detail, it has hitherto been suffered to lie dormant. 

"Permit me then. My Lord, to request that when through the channel 
of vour Board my thanks are transmitted to the Honorable the Court of 
Directors, and through them to His Majesty’s Ministry, they may be accom- 
panied with my humble solicitation that by having been deemed worthy of 
personal distinction I may not be deprived of hereditary precedence, and I 
cannot entertain a doubt, but that on my pretentions being made known to 
our gracious sovereign, his royal equity will be exercised to prevent my losing 
ancient rank by what he has been graciously pleased to confer as the reward 
of recent desert.” 

123. We beg leave to make it our request that the wish expressed by 
Sir Charles Warrc Malet may be recommended, through your Honorable Court, 
to the favorable consideration of His Majesty’s Ministers, to be laid before the 
King. 


Upper Provinces. 

124. The dissenrions which we have noticed as having proceeded to actual 
hostilities .between die troops of Sindia and of Tuckoojce Holcar in the 
northern part of Hindostan (or rather the opposition 
Consn. 3d^ October, on p art 0 £ Tuckoojce) are supposed to be a con- 
' sequence of a plan formed at Poona to check the power 
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of Sindia and reduce him to a condition more compatible with his obligations 
to the state. The action that happened between the 
C0°-2d November, detachments of the two chiefs is mentioned in a paper 
of intelligence, which you will find recorded in our 
proceedings of the 2 1st ultimo. 

125. Our latest information from Major Palmer on die subject of these 
disputes is expressed as follows: 

“Tokojcc Holkar, ever since his route, has been encamped on the southern 
bank of the Chumbul. about fourteen coss from Kotah, where he has not been 
pursued by Gopul Bhow. He docs not appear to be making any efforts at 
Indour to recover his station, or to make further resistance in Indostan. Pro- 
bably lie is aware that the Poonah Durbar intends to make him an instrument 
of their designs against Sindia at his own cxpcncc, and already wishes for a 
reconciliation, which I understand lie may obtain on returning to the situation 
in which Sindia parted with him. 

“The inhabitants of this defenceless town 13 have been mudi alarmed, lest 
Iiolcar should revenge himself upon it for the loss and disgrace which he has 
suffered from Gopnul Bhow. But whedicr he has been afraid of retaliation 
on his own possessions in the province, or by whatever odicr motives he may 
have been restrained, no attempt has been made, or appears to be intended. 
Indeed I hear that Alea Bliyc [Ahalya Bai] has strictly enjoined her people to 
refrain from all injury or offence to those of Sindia." 

126. We think it proper to inform you, in addition to the intelligence con- 
veyed to you in our letter by the Ganges, relative to the pliermaun &ca. from 
Shaw Allum to the Pcsliwa for the office of Vaheel til Mutluck , and the letter 
said to have been written to him and to Sindia by the Shaw concerning the 
tribute from Bengal, that it appears from the inquiries of Major Palmer’s agent 
at the King’s Durbar that a letter was actually written, as we were advised was 
the case, by His Majesty to Sindia, and was obtained by Shah Nizam ul Deen, 
Sindia’s vahccl at Delhi, but whether by the direction of his principal, or at his 

own instance, has not been ascertained. Shah Nizam 
C ° nS No , 2 0cto1>cr ’ ul Deen is represented as a man of an intriguing and 
assuming character, who makes what use he pleases 
of the King’s name and authority. 

127. You will observe in our proceedings of the annexed date the answer 
of Mahajec Sindia to the representations made to him by Major Palmer, as 

noticed in our advices by the Ganges, in consequence 
c °nsn^2d November, Q f directions from the Governor General, of the various 
causes of complaint which have been given to us by the 
conduct of persons in authority under him or dependant upon him. 

128. Major Palmer is satisfied, from the result of such inquiries as he had 
frequent occasion to make into the irregular proceedings of Sindia and his 
officers with respect to our Government, that they have generally arisen from 

misunderstanding or inadvertance ; and that he himself 
Consn^Mth) October, was sincerely disposed to remedy or prevent, them, and 
maintain the most conciliatory and friendly intercourse 
and connection with the Company and British nation; and it is probable, 
your Resident observes, that he was never more intent upon adhering to this 
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conduct than at present, when his affairs are so critically situated, both in 
Hindostan and Deckan. 

129. Sindia, in his answer to Major Palmer’s representation, said that he 
had instructed Bhow Bucksey. to write to die vakeels (meaning those at 
Benares) in the Gurramundella cause not to lose sight of vigilance and care 
and a due respect for the Government during die controversy in that cause, 
and he proposed that Major Palmer and the Bhow should consult together, 
and do what may be necessary in the business. 

130. We have now only to inform you hereupon that the Resident at 
Benares having stated the long confinement of Gowndee Roy, and the more 
recent imprisonment of Ram Gour Gosayne, at die instance of die agents of 
Bhow Bucksey on the part of Mahajee Sindia, we directed that, as no claim 
had been, or was likely to be, substantiated against these persons, and die 
Bhow Bucksey had lately recalled his agents from Benares, so that the general 
subject was left with Major Palmer for such adjustment as might be necessary, 
the acting Resident should call Goundy Roy and Ram Gour Gosayne before 
him, and having caused them to enter into a written engagement or mutchlacka 
(without however requiring from them bail or furdier security) promising not 
to depart for six months ensuing out of die Zemindary of Benares, without his 
permission, should thereon release them. 

131. The acting Resident was also desired to remove any Court or other 
peons who might still be stationed over the house of Achul Thoomor 14 , die 
aunt of Goundee Roy, and to allow her to remain therein unmolested and 
without restraint. 

132. As Jugoly Ditchit and Bheely Miser, the two Brahmins who, as 
connections of Adiul Thoomor, appeared to be involved in this prosecution, 
had been released on giving bail,- we desired it might be signified to them that 
security for their appearance should expire and be no longer binding dian for 
the further term of six months, in like manner as had been ordered in the 
cases of Gowndee Roy and Ram Gour, after which all the parties are to be 
at liberty either to depart or to continue their abode in Benares as they may 
think proper. 

133. A copy of thcsc'instructions was sent to Major Palmer ; and we have 
been advised by the acting Resident at Benares that he has carried them 
into effect. 

• 134. You' will observe in our proceedings of the annexed dates that the 

„ ' annual report of Temoor Shah’s intending an expedition 

Const). 16th Scntcm- . , , . , , P 1 

ber. Nos. 15-16. mt0 Hindostan has not been omitted tins year. It was 

3d October, rumoured that he was to be accompanied by the Prince 

Nos. 20-21. Mcerza Ahsun Buckt, who ivrotc, dr was said to have 

written, to die Governor General and the Nabob Vizier. Translation of his 

-Gonsn. 12 November, shakos, either real or forged, arc recorded on our 

Nos. 19-20. consultation of the 12th of November. 

135. Wc think it proper to acquaint you that the Vizier has consented to 
the Prince Meerza Hodjcc’s 15 remaining at Benares, and has given authority 
■ for the Resident’s paying him from the 1st of Scptcm- 

' Da 24 August? her the allowance of 4,000 rupees a month which he 

No. 23. ’ enjoyed, while at Lucknow, as a sharer in the provision 
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made by His Excellency's bounty for die family of the late Prince Jehander 
Shah. 

136. The Nabob having made bis usual application for a detachment of 

two battalions of native infantry, with a. proportion of . 
Consn »9 October, artillery, to proceed this season to Anoopshire, the neces- 
sary orders were given in compliance with it. 

137. You will observe in our proceedings of die annexed dates a letter 
r oo n • i from Mr. Ives, with another from die Nabob Mohaubut 

° nS, No.~ 12. U ° Kr ’ Khan, son of the late Haufiz Ralimut, complaining of 
„ 30 November, some indignities that he suffered from the Vizier’s 
No. 40. people, the Governor General’s reply to the Nabob’s 

representation, and a letter from the Persian Translator to the Resident at 
Consn. 30 November, Lucknow containing His Lordship’s instructions relative 
No. 43. to it. 

13S. The same letter from Mr. Cherry has reference also to an 
application, recorded on our proceedings of the 
Consn. 30 November, 30th ultimo, from the sister of Fyzculla Khan con- 
ccrmng some villages m her jaghicr that had been 
attacked by the Vizier’s officers. 

139. In our letter dated the 14di of October, and transmitted by the 
Consn. 17 October Europe, we advised you of die resolution we had passed 

No. 9. to send a deputation to the Rajah of Napaul. The 

■ ” , 22nd KT papers dm have been since laid before us on die subject 

& 23. arc recorded on our proceedings of the annexed dates. 

„ 2^ November You will observe diat a pacification has taken place 
30 ? < 3 | 2/ 3 I 2 A. 29 ’ between the Rajah and the Chinese and that Captain 
„ 30th November, Kirkpatrick’s procedure upon the duties assigned to him 
«°%i 32 i- 3 v* L suspended, for die present, at the Rajah’s request. 

37, 38. 

140. We have also to refer to our consultations that relate to the deputa- 
Consn. 10th Scptcm- tion of Captain Welsh to Assam. Copies of the papers 

P? r fao!°Nosf ?3 dm arc not upon die records transmitted by this dispatch 
14, 15, 16, 17.’ will be sent numbers in die packet, with a copy of 

” xr ,„°« obcr - Lord Cornwallis’s letter to Captain Welsh, dated the 26 of 
Nos. 18-19. xt , r 

„ 22d Do. Nos. November. 

20 - 21 . 

„ 26th Do. Nos. 

17-18. 

„ 1 9 th November, 

No. 5. 

„ 23d Do. Nos. • 

14, 15, 16. 

„ 26 Do. Nos. 6, 

7, 8, 9. 

„ 30th Do. Nos. 

30, 31. 

Miscellanea. 

141. We mentioned in our letter, dated the 3d of September, and sent by 
the Ganges, that at Balasore die Phonsdar, who affected to hold his station 
independent of the Naib of Cuttack, and in defiance of his remonstrances, had 
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10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, IS. 

26th Do. No. 
14. 

12th November, 
Nos. 21, 22. 
19th Do. Nos. 
2 3. 

30 Do. Nos. 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 25. 


committed acts o£ insult towards people under the protection of your Resident 
that made it necessary to order a force of a few com- 
C ° nS ber 7 Nos S sepoys to restrain their disorderly behaviour. 
29, 30 , 31. ’ ’ The Governor General’s proposition to this effect, and 
« 10th Do. Nos. the papers that have been since laid before us on 
49.’ the , subject, are entered on our proceedings noted in 

„ 14th Do. No. the margin. The Rajah of Berar having given orders 
17th Do No ^ or remova l the Phousdar, Bowanny Doss 

13 . ’ ’ Cliowdry, from his office and appointed another person 

„ 24th Do. Nos. to it, and satisfactory assurances having been given that 

3d 2 °’ October business of the factory should not in future be 
Nos. 5 to 8. ’ interrupted, nor those molested who are entitled to pro- 
„ 12th Do. No. 3. tection under it, we gave orders for recalling the detach- 
10, 11, 12, 13, ment excepting a small guard which was to be left there 

14, IS. for the present, Rajah Ram Pundit, the Naib of Cuttack, 

„ 26th Do. No. jjgjjjg extremely solicitous that the troops should be 
„ 12th November, withdrawn, and Mr. Wilkinson seeing no objection to a 

19th Do 2 Nos com pbance with his request. The latter proposed some 
” 2 , 3 . ’ * articles of agreement to be concluded with Rajah Ram 

„ 30 Do. Nos. 18, Pundit, hut we did not think it necessary or proper 
23* 25 ’ 21 ’ 22 ’ to arborize any treaty of that kind. Bhowanny Doss 
Chowdry, the late Photizdar at Balasore, has returned a 
sum of money (rupees 7,862) which had been extorted by the Mahratta officers 
from the merchants and others residing under the protection of your factory. 

142. Upon our complaint, advised in the 42d paragraph of our General 
Letter by the Ganges , against the Zemindars of Nowagaddah and Bairapoor 

on the coast of Coromandel for having given protection 
Consn jsjoJ t ^ 5 < ] 8 t0lier ’ to tb * 5 disaffected zemindars of the Company, and even 
proceeded so far as to plan an attack on the Zemindar 
of Calicoote, positive orders were sent by Ragojee Boosla to put a. stop to 
these proceedings. 

143. Our proceedings of the 5th ultimo contain a letter from the Chief 
at Ganjam, with a copy of one he had addressed to the Government of Fort 

Cons.. Sh Novem- St ’ Gcor S c ' "P™"8 that upon his sending a guard 
ber, Nos. 3-4. to receive charge of one Balaram Martah, a principal 
Consn. 30 November, partizan of Sanadco, a refractory zemindar in the 
No. 27. Ganjam District, it >vas attacked on its return with the 

prisoner about 14 miles from Cuttack, and being surprized the prisoner was 
rescued, and two sepoys were killed and four wounded. Rajah Ram Pundit 
professed a total ignorance of the persons who committed this violence, and a 
disposition to furnish them on discovery. It was supposed that the rescue of 
Balaram Martah was effected by peons in the service of Vencotah Kistmah 
Rausc, who commands the military establishment of the Cuttack Province, in 
which a brother of the prisoner served, and that brother is said to have planned 
and conducted die attack. The affair was stated to Rajah Ram Pundit, who 
asserts in a letter to Lord Cornwallis that he is now employed widi a force 
to chastize the man who is jusdy complained of for having furnished the peons 
that opposed the Ganjam party. 

144. There being no further occasion for the continuance of the escort at 
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Nagpore that was sent there with die late Mr. Forster, we have requested the 
Commander in Chief to give the necessary orders for recalling it. 

MS. On die 24di of October we received a letter from Lieutenant Colonel 
Cockerell, advising us of the arrival of the detachment under his command at 
Ncllore on die 5th of diat month, and diat he had been informed by the 
Madras Government of our sanedon that the troops should support the Chief 
and Council at Vizagapatam in certain requisitions intended to be made of the 
Zemindar of Vizagapatam. Jn a subsequent letter dated 
October, 2S ultimo, IS miles west of Vizagapatam, the Colonel 
•informed us diat Rajah Viziaram Rauze had completed 
die full payment of die arrear of his past year’s subsidy to die satisfaction of the 
Chief and Council at Vizagapatam, that die only remaining object in requi- 
sition from the Rajah was an arrangement for die regular discharge of his 
kists in future, and that on this subject die Council had suggested certain pro- 
positions for his concurrence. We imagine that die vicinity of the detachment 
has assisted to carry diis point, and diat there will be no hindrance to the 
arrival of die troops on die soudicrn frontier of the Cuttack Province before 
the end of the present month. 

146. Major MacDonald, an officer in the employ of die Nabob of the 
Carnatic, has made a voluntary offer of his services to proceed to Europe by 
way of Egypt with a view of obtaining information respecting the means of 
securing a communication by the Red Sea for our messengers and dispatches, 
and of endeavouring to make other observations that may tend to promote the 
public interests. We could not but applaud the zeal which seemed to actuate 
Major MacDonald in this pursuit, and we have requested the Madras Govern- 
ment to advance to him die sum of £900 on his lodging Company’s paper to 
diat amount in dieir treasury as a security for the repayment of the money, 
if die issue of his enquiries should not, in your opinion, give him a claim to 
be indemnified for the expcnccs of his journey. 

■ ; i • 

• We have the honor to be. 

Fort Willliam, Honorable Sirs, 

14th December, 1792. Your &ca, 

{Per Pitt.) 
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Chastisement of the Palegar of Sivagiri — Company management of Tanjore 
to continue in view of the Raja’s incompetence— Raja of Travancore’s violent 
dislike of the Resident — Agreement entered into with the Raja of Kolhapur ; 
the Raja’s promise to pay' compensation for losses arising from piracy and to 
permit the establishment of factories in his dominion — Increasing maladminis- 


tration of Oudh : harsh treatment of the family of Haidar Beg Khan. 
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POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


To 


the Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. Your ship Melville Castle being under dispatch to Europe, we have the 
honor to transmit to you by that conveyance a copy of our letter dated the 
14 of December, 1792, and forwarded by the Pitt 1 our proceedings for the 
month of December last with our index and the other papers mentioned in the 
list of the packets. 

Fort St. George and Bombay, the Nabob Nizam Ally Khan 
and Tippoo Stdtaun. 

2. In continuation of our advices by the Pitt as far as regarded the duty 
assigned by the Government of Madras to Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, we 
beg leave to refer you to our consultation of the annexed date, in which you 
will observe a letter from Fort St. George acquainting us with the result of. 
the inquiry made by that officer into the conduct of the Polygar of Shevc- 
gherry in relation to the attack of Shatoor®. We were furnished with an 
extract from the minutes of the Government containing the proceedings of 

Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell and their resolutions 
C ° nS Nos 1 1 t * lercon antl were “formed that the Polygar was then 

in confinement at Shevegherry, where he would remain 
until they received our opinion on his case. 

3. Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell had also made inquiry into the disputed 
claims among the .polygars ; and in the management of that business, he had 
paid so much attention to the principles of justice and the preservation of 
future tranquility in the district, that the Government at Madras had approved 
and confirmed all his recommendations. 

4. The fairness of their conduct to the Tinevelly polygars in general, and 
to the Shevegherry Polygar in particular, at the same time that it reflects 
great honor on your Government, will no doubt be attended with the happiest 
effects, and tend to insure the future peace of the southern country by impress- 
ing the minds of its turbulent inhabitants with a respect for the favor of the 
Company and confidence in their justice. 

5. We heartily joined in die commendations which the Madras Govern- 
ment bestowed on Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, and we requested that they 
would convey our warmest acknowledgements to that officer for the equitable 
and honorable line which he had uniformly pursued in the execution of the 
troublesome and delicate service on which he had been employed. 

6. It appeared to us that the full and impartial investigation which we 
instituted* placed the whole behaviour of the Shevegherry Polygar in a much 
less guilty light than it seemed to merit from the first reports that had been 
received of it ; and although lie was certainly very reprehensible for resisting 
and firing upon the Company’s troops, yet he stood in our judgement dearly 
acquitted not only of the murder of Shatoor Polygar but also of the attack 
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upon his pollam, which was made without his consent, or even his knowledge ; 
and we thought that the appearance of warlike preparation on his part, pre- 
vious to that event, was accounted for, and in some degree justified by, the 
discovery which lie had made of the conspiracy of the Shatoor Polygar and 
others against his life. 

7. We were therefore of opinion that the Shevegherry Polygar 

should after receiving a severe admonition be restored to his pollum, and 
that both the Shevegherry and Shatoor Pollums should be laid open ; and 
we recommended that the measure of opening the pollums should be 
invariably adopted whenever the polygars should have been guilty of any 

offence towards Government, or of any outrage or violence towards each 

other. 

8. We also entirely approved of the arrangement made at Madras relative 
to the several villages that were mentioned in Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell’s 
letter of die 3d ultimo. 

9. Translations of two letters that have been received by Lord 

Cornwallis from the Nabob Walaw Jah since our last dispatches are recorded 

,°n the proceedings of die 4 and 1 1 instant. The former 
° nSI Nos. 1, T'&'l.’ relates to the punctual payment of His Highness’s kist 
II Do. Nos. S, of one lack of star pagodas due on the 1 of December, 
also to orders that have been given by the Nabob to 
provide goods in die Ncllor District and at Arncc to the amount of 12,000 
pagodas, as well as to some exactions of duties in Nellorc; and the latter 
concerns His Highness’s right to immediate possession of the Shevegherry 
Pollam after its reduction by die Company’s troops. His Highness desisted 
from the provision of goods at Arncc and the exactions at Ncllore, on die 
representation of the Madras Government ; and his claim upon the pollam was 
decided by the opinion which we gave in favour of the restoration of the 
Polygar. 

10. Our proceedings of die 21st ultimo contain a copy of a letter, dated 
the 23d of the mondi preceding, from Major Dalrymple at Dindigal to 

die Secretary at Fort St. George, and of declarations 
.Consn^21 December, which had been taken relative to the plunder of the 
’ Hanamantah Cotta villages by the three shevegttrs of 
Verccputclice. The Government of Madras acquainted us that as the measure 
of laying open the Vccrcpatchce Pollam appeared highly expedient, they 
purposed, as soon as dicy should have received die further proofs promised 
by Major Dalrymple, to give die necessary orders for 
C°nsn^31 December, carrying it into execution ; and that in the mean time 
the predani and the tiiree shevegurs were to be kept in 
confinement. The intention in both respects met with our entire approbation. 

11. We beg leave to lay before you, numbers in the packet, copies of the 
following papers: 

two — diat were received by Sir Charles Oakely from Golaum Ally 

Khan, one of Tippoo’s vakeels at Madras, and entitled, “Copy of an 

arsdasht from Mahomed Hussien Beeturi, Fouzedar of Harponhelly” ; also 
• “Translation of a letter from Mahomed Facker-ud-deen, Aumil of die 
Vol. XVII— 1 6 
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talooks of Arkul Gour and Kootour to the Assufterun Katcherry of the 

Presence 3 ” ; 

translation of a letter written on the subjects of these complaints on 

the 2d instant to Tippoo’s vakeels by the Persian Translator ; and 

translation of a letter received on the 7th instant from Tippoo Sultaun. 

by the Governor General. 

12. Your Honorable Court will observe that this letter is in answer to that 
mentioned in the 63d paragraph of our advices by the Pitt, and denies the 
right of the French to the district claimed by the Governor of Mahe on the 
Malabar Coast. It likewise relates to talooks yet unceded to Tippoo by the 
Nizam and the Peshwa, upon which Lord Cornwallis has written to die Resi- 
dents at their Courts ; about a garrison placed by the Portugueze at Goa 
in Suddasheoghur, a circumstance with which we have no immediate concern ; 
and it respects the Nizam’s interference in Tippoo's claim to pesheush from 
the Nabob of KurnouK 

13. A copy of the only intelligence from Mysore lately transmitted to us- 
Consn. 11 January, Mil be sent a number in the packet. 

No. 14. 

14. You were acquainted in our letter by the Pitt (para 51) that we should 
inform you in our next dispatches of our answer to those from Madras, in 
which they gave us notice of their intention to delay the execution of the 
treaty with the Rajah of Tanjore, and the delivery of the Rajah’s country to 
him, until they should receive our further authority for that purpose. It 
appeared to us that his conduct towards Serfojee and the widows of the late 

, Rajah, as well as the orders he gave for putting to death 

Consn. 31 December. ^ p arcarr y r pujarfl* on the strange suspicions that he 

stated, might be, in some measure, attributed to profligacy and barbarity of 
disposition, but principally to derangement of mind ; and under these impres- 
sions, we thought that it would, at present, be highly unadvisablc to entrust 
him with the management of so valuable a country, even if the season had not 
been so far advanced, and he had acceded to the terms of the new agreement 
proposed to him by the Government of Madras. 

15. We therefore approved of their retaining the management of the 
country of Tanjore in the hands of their officers to the end of the current 
revenue year, and we observed that before its expiration the Rajah and his 
advisers would not only have time to reconsider the grounds upon which lie 
refused to agree to the terms of the treaty, but the Government would be able 
to judge whether he had so far recovered a proper temper of mind as to 
render it safe, in the event of his acquiescing in the conditions that were 
offered to him, to put the affairs of his country under his own controul and 
authority. 

16. The humane attention and assistance that Mr. Swartz had given to 
the distresses of Serfojee and the widows afforded us the greatest satisfaction : 
and we requested that our sentiments of his conduct might be communicated 
to him. 

17. We beg leave to refer you to our consultations which contain a letter 
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dated die 27di of November from Mr. Swartz to the Governor in Council, 
and a copy of a paper delivered to him by Captain Wallace, Captain Douglas, 
and Lieutenant Blackburn, also the orders given on the 
ConsI ^r 0 1 6 J anuai 7> subjects of Mr. Swartz’s representations by the Madras 
Board, with whom we entirely concurred in disapproving 
the unguarded and improper interference of these officers in matters with 
which they had no manner of concern 6 . 

18. We have die pleasure to acquaint you that Serfojee and the widows, 
accompanied by Mr. Swartz, are arrived at Madras. 


19. In our consultations of the 17th ultimo you will observe a letter 
dated die 24di November from the Governor in Council at Fort St. George, 

Cons,, i 7 December w ^ x one ^ om th e Rajah of Travancore and several 
Nos. 6 to 13. ’ papers received through the channels of the Command- 
21 December, ing Officers at Palamcotah, complaining against the 
No ’ conduct of Mr. Powney, Resident with the Rajah. It 

appeared that a serious misunderstanding 7 had taken place between Mr. Powney 
and the Rajah, or radier his Minister ; and as the Resident had (as he ought 
to have done) represented the grounds of it, he was informed of the complaints 
and enjoined to pursue the most moderate and conciliating conduct in all his 
transactions. 


20. As that gentleman had behaved himself generally to the satisfaction 
of Government, they were disposed to believe that he had not intentionally 
given umbrage to die Rajah, to whom that circumstance was mentioned, 
and it was recommended to him to repose in the Resident that confidence 
which was so essentially necessary to the successful conduct of the important 
interests entrusted to his care. 

21. We shall send, numbers in the packets, copies of Mr. Powney’s 
answers to these complaints, and of the Rajah’s reply to the letter from 
Sir Charles Oakeley, interposing his good offices with a view to a 
reconciliation between the Rajah and Mr. Powney; but that from the 
former appearing to preclude' all hope of re-establishing any degree of 
cordiality on his part, it was submitted to us whether it would not be necessary 
to make some provision for negotiating what is further necessary with 
respect to the proposed subsidy which he declares himself ready to pay to 
the Company. 

22. We have acquainted the Governor in Council that as the Rajah of 
Travancore seems to be determined not to transact any business in future 

with Mr. Powney, we should desire General Abercromby 
C-V’ January, to employ Mr. Boddam, the junior Commissioner from 
this Government on the Malabar Coast, to negotiate the 
arrangement of the Rajah’s subsidy as soon as that gentleman can be spared 
from the business of his deputation ; and that we should afterwards consider 
whether it would not be most advisable to place the Residency of Travancore 
and Cochin under the Government of Bombay. 

23. Advice has been received of the arrival of the Bengal Commissioners 
to the Malabar Coast on the 14th ultimo at Calicut. General Abercromby 
acquaints us that they have entered on the business of their mission in 
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conjunction with the deputies from Bombay, and that there was every reason to 
believe that their proceedings would be conducted in concert and unanimitv 
with each other. 


24. In the 65th paragraph of our dispatch by the Pitt we acquainted you 
that we had referred to the Commodore some correspondence that had passed 
between the Governor in Council at Bombay and the Captain General at Goa 
on a point of naval etiquette, occasioned, as the complaint stated, by one of 
our ships of war preventing a Portugeeze frigate from firing a morning and 
evening gun in Bombay harbour. We have received the Commodore’s answer, 
and beg leave to transmit a copy of it a number in the packet. 


25. We have the satisfaction to acquaint you that the claim on the 
Malwan Rajah is adjusted without proceeding to hostilities. He had deputed 
an agent to Bombay to settle the disputes with the 
Consn. 24 December, Company’s Government, and an agreement with him 
os. , , , a. j ia( j been concluded by the Governor in Council. 
Copies of the papers received on this subject from Bombay will be sent 
numbers in the packet. We entirely approved of the reasons which induced 
that Government to enter into the convention with, and 
C°tisn^24 December, at ^ re q Uest 0 f, the Rajah of Colapore or Mahvan 
Raja; and we returned a ratified copy of it. 


26. Our proceedings noted in the margin contain all that has passed in 
Major Palmer 21 correspondence with Major Palmer and with Mahajcc 

December, No. Sindia relative to the dispute at Broach, and the King’s 
31 Do No 8 sunnuds to the Nabob of Surat. Sindca, as was thought 
4 January, No. not improbable, has consented that the nuzzeranna, 
9. upon granting those sunnuds , should not exceed the 

amount limited in the first offer of the new Nabob. 

27. We have directed the Secretary to transmit with this dispatch (as 
numbers in the packet) copies of our correspondence with the Residents at 
Poonah and Hydrabad since the date of our last letter and we beg leave to 
recommend the same to your perusal. 


Upper Provinces. 

28. There is nothing of consequence in the letters which have lately been 
received from the Resident with Sindia that requires to be separately commu- 
nicated to your Honorable Court. We have already referred to some part of 
his correspondence and copies of his subsequent letters will be sent numbers 
in the dispatch. 

29. The Governor General received on the 8th instant a letter from 
Tuckojcc Holcar and a translation of others which that chief and his vtoonshec 
had written to his vakeel. We shall send translations of them in the Melville 
Castle’s packet. 

39. You will receive, enclosed, a translation of a letter addressed by the 
Nabob Vizier to the Governor General in answer to that writren to him by Hi' 
Lordship upon communicating to His Excellency the satisfaction you had 
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derived from the proofs he had given of his attachment to the Company at 
the beginning of the late war. 

31. We should have been glad to have found ourselves at liberty 
to acquaint you that the conduct of the Nabob towards the family of his late 
Minister. Hydcr Reg Khan, had corresponded with the liberality and attention 
which he appeared to shew towards them soon after Hydcr Beg’s death ; but 
the contrary has been too apparent. And. as the advice of his Ministers had 

_ „ , little effect in discouraging him from making unjust 

Xo. .- 4 . claims on the property, Lord Cornwallis has lumsclf 

7 January, No. written to the Nabob upon the subject ; and the acting 
*’• Resident has been instructed to acquaint His Excellency, 

in terms consistent with the delicacy with which His Lordship has thought it 
proper to address him, that not only a just sense of the long and faithful 
services of Hydcr Beg Khan entitled his family to His Excellency’s kindness 
and protection, hut considerations of the discredit which the attachment of 
their property on the death of their father will bring on His Excellency’s 
character and reputation should be an inducement with him to abstain from 
measures so incompatible with the dignity of his Government, while prudence 
and good policy should dictate to him a very different line of conduct, so diat 
so ungenerous a return for the fidelity of Hvder Beg Khan may not have ill 
consequences on the good conduct and fidelity of others. 

32. The representations laid before Lord Cornwallis by Mr. Ives, the 
Resident at Lucknow, on his arrival at the Presidency, and the messages deli- 
vered from the present Ministers of Oude, who had requested leave to come 
to Calcutta to explain to the Governor General His Excellency’s real situation, 
the want of order in his Government, the inattention (owing to time cause) 
which was shewn to articles in the commercial treaty with the Company, and 
particularly their want of influence, although appointed by his own voluntary 
election, to check the abuses that prevailed in his country, made it absolutely 
necessary for the Governor General to interfere by remonstrating against His 
Excellency's general imprudence, and his want of confidence in those in whom 
lie should repose it ; and His Lordship accordingly laid before us a minute, 
of which we enclose a copy, and the draft of letters, of which we entirely 
approved, to he written to the Nabob and his Ministers on this subject of such 
general importance to His Excellency’s interests and affairs. They have been 
accompanied by instructions (of which we transmit a copy) to the acting 
Resident at Lucknow, prescribing the use that is to be made of them. 

33. The Nabob Sadut Ally Khan, the Vizier's brother, whose residence 
has been for some years under the Company’s protection at Benares, has made 
application for leave to purchase a spot of ground, near Calcutta, where he 
may reside for a part of the year instead of continuing wholly as hitherto at 
Benares, and, as there was no objection to a compliance with his request, Lord 
Cornwallis signified his assent to it ; but it was thought proper to explain to 
Sadut Ally that, as the Adawjcts arc established for the prosperity of the 
country, and the due administration of justice would be impeded by the 
exemption of any one who resides within your tcritories from their jurisdiction, 
it will not be in our power to make any deviation in his favor or that of his 
attendants from the due obedience paid by the inhabitants in general ' “"/jc 
Adenoids, and to the other regulations of your Government, 
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34. You have 
Consn. 3d December, 
Nos. 7 & 8. 

1 7 December, 
Nos. 30, 38 & 
39. 

21 December, 
Nos. IS & 16. 
24 December, 
Nos. 11 & 12. 
31 December, 
Nos. 10 & 11. 

4 January, 1 793, 
Nos. II, 12, 13 

6 14. 

7 Ditto, Nos. 7 
& 8 . 


been acquainted, in our former dispatches, with the cir- 
cumstances which rendered it expedient to settle the 
boundaries between die territories of the Nabob Vizier 
and diosc of die Zemindary of Benares. Hie papers 
which we have noted in die margin have relation to all 
that has come to us lately upon diat subject; and we 
have determined that the demarkation of the boundary 
shall be discontinued for die present and until furdier 
orders. We are now satisfied with referring you to diese 
papers, as we shall have occasion to take up the subject 
when die investigation shall have been finally completed. 


14 Do. Nos. 16, 
17 & 18. 

17 Do. Nos. 6, 
7, 8 & 9. 

25 January, 
1793, Nos. 18, 
19 & 20. 


35. In our General Letter by die Pitt, we advised you of the suspension 
which circumstances recommended of die deputation of Captain Kirkpatrick 
to die Rajah of Napaul. Copies of the letters that were subsequendy received 
from the Rajah and from his deputies who arc arrived at Patna, as well as of 
our instructions accommodated to recent circumstances to Captain Kirkpatrick 
who now proceeds on his embassy, attend you numbers in the packet. 

36. We have also the pleasure to lay before you complete copy of our 
correspondence with Captain Welsh since die date of our advices by die Pitt, 
and we trust that the instructions which we have given to that officer, as well 
as the conduct which he has pursued in observance of them, will receive your 
approbation. 


Fort Willliam, We have the honor to be &ca. 

the 29th January, 1793. 


(Per Melville Castle.) 


19 

POLITICAL LETTER DATED 7 MARCH 1793 

Court of Directors’ confirmation of the gratuity to persons who served in 
the Third Mysore War. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
To the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Wc propose addressing you at length from this Department by the 
Tartar packet in a few days and have in the mean time to acknowledge the 
receipt of your dispatches by the vessel. They arc dated the 19th of 
September, 1792, and arrived on the 2nd instant. 
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2. It afforded tis the sinccrcst pleasure to observe the satisfaction you 
had received from die treaty concluded by Lord Cornwallis at Seringapatam, 
and His Lordship has desired us to testify to your Honorable Court the high 
sense lie entertains of the honor conferred upon him by your unanimous vote 
•of thanks for the services which lie has rendered to the East India Company. 

3. We shall immediately notify to die army in general orders the expres- 
sions of approbation signified in your advices before us, and the liberal proof 
which you have been pleased to give of it by confirming the gratuity allotted 
bv Lord Cornwallis to the officers and men who served in die war, and adding 
to it six months’ batta. The statement of die gratuity is preparing, and will be 
published with die acceptable intelligence of your directions concerning it. 

Fort Willliam, We have &ca., &ca. 

7th March, 1793. 

(Per Tartar.) 

20 

POLITICAL LETTER DATED 18 MAY 1793 

The Raja of Vijianagaram to be deprived of his estate — The affairs of the 
•Carnatic Palcgars — The Raja of Tanjorc to be entrusted with administration 
— Recall of the Travancorc Resident — Presentation to Tiptt of the portrait 
paintings of his sons— The Karnul question — The Nizam’s intervention in 
the Sindia-Pesliwa conflicts: his visit to Didar — Plans to stop piracy on the 
Malabar Coast— Differences between the Bengal and Bombay Governments 
regarding (1) Dady Nusserwanji’s ease and (2) the suspension of duties on 
grain exported to the Maratha country — The Gaihwad family disputes — The 
Pant Sachiv affair — Hoi bar’s request for mediation between him and Sindia : 
reiteration of the policy of non-interference in the relations of the Maratha 
.chieftains inter se — Increasing maladministration of Oudh — The missions 
Jo Nepal and Assam. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

To die Honorable Court of Directors for the affairs of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our advices from this Department by your homeward bound ships 
•of the season 1792-3 were dated die 3d of September, 14di of October, and 
14th of December, 1792, the 29di of January and 7th of March following; 
but, as the last of these letters contained merely an acknowledgement of your 
despatches by die Tartar packet, the narrative which we have now to lay 
before you will begin with die occurrences that have happened since 
the departure of the Melville Castle 1 . 

Fort St. George and Bombay , the Nabob Nizam Ally Khan 
and Tippoo Sultaun. 

2. You will be advised by the Government at Fort Saint George 
that notwithstanding die measures recendy adopted by them to enforce 
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tlic payment of arrears due to the Company by the Zemindar of Vizi anagram, 
Consuln. 1st Mnv, fresh cause of complaint has again arisen from the folly 
Nos. 1 , 2, 3. * and misconduct of Viziaram Rauzc. 


3. The papers laid before us not only shewed the marked disrespect with 
which the demands of the Company had been treated, but a letter from 
Viziaram Rauze to the Chief at Vizagapatam dated the 30th of March contain- 
ed an explicit avowal of the employment of his brother Sittaram Rauze in the 
management of the country in defiance of the most positive orders to the 
contrary from the Government of Madras. 

4. They had therefore no prospect of bringing back Viziaram Rauze to 
a proper sense of his duty while he was indulged in the exercise of his authority, 
and they saw no remedy for die existing evils short of the sequestration of 
the zemindary in the event of his refusal to make an adequate assignment of 
his territory for the discharge of his arrears together with the growing jttmma. 


5. They consequently directed the Board of Revenue to send suitable- 
instructions to the Chief and Council at Vizagapatam, and to make known to 
the Zemindar diat they expected an instant compliance with their orders for 
securing the just claims of the Company as well as for dismissing Sitaram 
Rauze from his service. But, as it was very probable, in the present disposition 
of the Zemindar, that he would not acquiesce in their demands, die Govern- 
ment of Madras requested our sanction to the employment of force, if 
necessary, to effect a complcat sequestration of his district, and they referred 
to a letter from your Honorable Court, dated the 19th of September, 1792,. 
in which you expressed the strongest disapprobation of Viziaram Rauzc’s- 
conduct, and desired that, in the event of further disobedience, measures might 
be taken for procuring ample justice to the Company. 


Consn. 3d Mav, 
No. 1. ' 


6.. We saw no reason to hope for any amendment in the behaviour of 
the Zemindar of Vizianagram, and therefore authorized die Government of 
Fort St. George to take such measures as might appear 
to them necessary for bringing him to a proper sense of 
his duty, and for procuring ample justice to the Com- 
pany according to your orders. 

7. In consequence of our instructions notified in the 7th paragraph of 
our letter to your Honorable Court, dated the 29th of January, the Shcvc- 
Consn. 29th March, gherry Polygar has been re-established in his pallain ; 

No. 10 . and, as the several duties entrusted to Lieutenant 

Colonel Maxwell were fulfilled, lie returned to Tanjore. 


8. Our proceedings of the annexed date contain a letter from the 
Government of Fort St. George, enclosing a correspondence with the Nawaub 

Walaw Jaw, in which he declared his intention to 
Consn.^ 29th March, employ the troops of the Circar in exterminating the 
1, 2. 3, 4, poiy-gars of Moogranl, Paukhall, and Pelloor* for com- 
mitting murders and depredations, and for oilier stated 
acts of misconduct, and to demand assistance from the Rajahs of Calastry. 
Vcncatagherry, and Bomrauze 3 for effecting that purpose. 

9. Though the polygars ahovetnemioned were dependant on the 
jaghirrs of Chittoor and Chunderghcrry, and not among those who paid 
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tribute immediately to the Company, the Government of Madras did not, 
on that account, conceive that the Nabob could, consistently with prudence 
and humanity, proceed to such an extremity with those people, however 
culpable the behaviour of some of them might have been. It was therefore 
particularly requested that no movement of troops should be undertaken until 
a reference had been made to us, and our sentiments received thereupon. . 

10. We were sorry to observe that the Nabob was so violent in his 
intentions of chastizing the petty polygars against whom their neighbours 
had brought criminal charges, and that he was so little 
Consti^l st April, inclined, as appeared from his correspondence to be the 
case, to attend to the prudent advice which had been 
given to him by the Governor of Madras to wait the proposed reference to this 
Government. We thought that, in disputes amongst polygars, the gross mis- 
representation of facts renders it often so difficult to distinguish the most 
culpable that strong measure should seldom be adopted against any of the 
parties till a deliberated inquiry had taken place. But, on a supposition that 
the murders &cn. reported to the Nabob had been actually committed without 
a provocation that could, in any degree, justify or palliate such outrages, we 
should utterly reprobate the idea of the general extermination of these people 
as proposed by His Highness, and we were clearly of opinion that the move- 
ment of any considerable body of the Nabob’s troops, or of polygars, against 
the people complained of should, if possible, be avoided. 


11. We had little doubt diat the rc-cstablishmcnt of a small garrison of 
the Company’s troops at Chandcrghcrry would prevent, or greatly restrain, the 
irregularities of those petty polygars ; but, as His Highness shewed so much 
aversion to that measure, we did not wish it to be pressed upon him unless the 
necessity should become extremely urgent. 


12. Wc therefore requested, as the only thing to be done at present, that 
the Government at Madras would communicate our recommendation to His 
Highness that he would, in the first instance, order an enquiry to be made 
into circumstances of the complaints that had been preferred to him, and 
endeavour to bring the real offenders to justice by the means of the troops or 
peons that arc usually stationed in Chittor and Chandergherry ; and we were 
persuaded, should it appear upon investigation that some assistance for that 
purpose would be indispcnsibly requisite from die neighbouring polygars who 
are under die Company’s management, that! die Government would take, 
every means in their power to prevent the demand of an unreasonable number 
of men, and to induce His Highness to abstain from all acts of cruelty or 
unnecessary severity. 


13. You will find, recorded in our consultations noted in die margin, 
references submitted to us, both by the Government at Madras and the Nabob, 
of some correspondence diat had passed between 
them upon a request made by His Highness that 
Messrs. Kindcrsley and Torin, who had been employed 
by the Company in the collection of the revenues of 
the Carnatic, and who meant to proceed to England 
by the ships of the season, might be detained to answer 
any charges and make good any deficiencies that might 


Consn. 8th February, 
Nos. 4, 5, 6, '7, 
8, 9, 10, 11. 

Consn. 15th Febru- 
ary, No. 1. 

Consn. I st March, 
Nos. 1, 2, 3. 

Consn. 22d March, 
Nos. 10, 11. 
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arise upon an examination of the accounts of die management of 
the country in which they were employed. He also requested that he 
might be immediately furnished with copies of the daily journal accounts 
kept by the different Collectors, and the particulars of their receipts 
and disbursements, as he had been told that some extraordinary charges had 
been made, and large sums had been brought forward as expended in the 
repairs of tanks, water-courses &ca. which his people could not anywhere 
discover to have taken place. 

14. We must refer to the proceedings for the answers sent by die Govern- 
ment of Madras to these requests. From the favorable accounts that we had 
heard of several of the gendemen who were employed in the management 
of the revenues of the Carnatic during the last war, we were inclined to believe 
that their conduct in it would bear the strictest investigation. But as it was 
of great consequence that His Highness should not have even the least plausible 
pretext to complain that any information in the power of your servants to 
give in which his pecuniary interests were concerned had been withheld from 
him, we recommended that the Governor in Council should furnish him, upon 
his requisition, with copies of all the accounts that had been delivered to the 
Board of Revenue by the late Collectors employed in the different districts of 
His Highness’s country, and that might have been kept by them in their 
mofussil cutcherries, or permit His Highness’s officers to take copies of all 
those papers, if it should prove too laborious a work to be executed by the 
revenue officers of the Madras Government. 

15. Sir Charles Oalceley has observed to Lord Cornwallis that free access 
to the revenue records of the Government had been early allowed to the 

r t t a ‘t Nabob, with permission to take copies of such accounts 
No. 5. P as he chose ; and that His Highness had lately availed 

Consn. 5th April, himself of the offer by deputing Mr. Binney, his 
European Secretary, with some of the Durbar mutte- 
seddies to inspect the several details 4 in the Revenue Office. Sir Charles 
Oakeley said that his objection went only to furnishing the Nabob with partial 
and imperfect documents called for under equivocal tides, and expressly 
required for no other purpose than to supply matter of complaint against the 
Collectors. On a point so delicate and important, he considered it to be more 
fair and equitable to all parties to open the materials in die possession of die 
Government to the view of the Nabob’s servants, and to leave it to them to 
select whatever they might think proper. 

16. You will probably receive from the Madras Government a statement 
showing the setdements for the rents of the Nabob’s countries for the Fussily 
years 1200 and 1201, together with the net aggregate revenue derived from 

Consn. 22d February, the date of the assumption to that of the surrender, or 
No. 1, 2. of the last collections made which, for the most part, 

terminated at the latter end of July, 1792. 

17. This statement will no doubt afford you much satisfaction, for we 
agree in opinion with your Governor in Council that, when all the disadvan- 
tages which attended the assumption are maturely considered, it cannot be 
disputed that the revenue actually realized was equal to, if it did not exceed, 
die most sanguine expectations that could have been formed of it. 





Amar Singh, Raja o£ Tanjorc, holding darbar 
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18. In our advices by the Melville Castle (paragraphs 14, 15, 16, 17 and 
18), we acquainted you with all that had passed in reference to us concerning 

Consn. 1st Feby. No. Tanjore. What has further occurred on this subject will 
3. be found in our proceedings of the annexed dates. We 

Consn 15th Feby. s i ia q transmit to you, numbers in the packet, copies of a 
Consn. i8th March letter dated the 12th of April which the Governor 
No. 4. General has received from Mr. Swartz, and of a letter 

dated the 24th which has very lately arrived from the Madras Government, 
referring to us an application from the Rajah of Tanjore to be put in possession 
of his country at the end of the present Fussily year. We shall lay before 
you our opinion upon the subject by quoting our answer to the Madras 
Government upon it. It has been as follows: 

“Although we have no positive reason at present to entertain a much 
more favorable opinion of the character of the Rajah of Tanjore than we had 
when we wrote to you on that subject in December last, yet as we have not 
heard of any late irregularity in his conduct, we think that, under all the 
■circumstance in which this question is involved, it will be more suitable to our 
national character to hazard an error on the side of lenity than to expose 
ourselves to the imputation of having treated him with excessive rigor. 

“When the reference was made to us in December last on the Rajah’s offer 
to undertake the management of his country on the terms which he at first 
rejected, he had just before been guilty of committing several shocking out- 
rages ; and, exclusive of all other considerations, if his restoration had imme- 
diately succeeded his misdeeds, it might have been doubted whether our ■ 
'Government seriously disapproved of those enormities. 

“The Rajah has now for some time felt the most pointed and public marks 
of our dissatisfaction and of our abhorrence of his conduct; and as the 
■Company, by the terms of the proposed agreement, will be ultimately secured 
in the receipt of the stipulated revenue, and will also obtain an absolute right 
of assuming the management of the country whenever the Rajah shall fail in 
his payments, we recommend that the Rajah’s offer to execute the treaty that 
was proposed to him may now be accepted, and that the management of his 
country may be restored to him at the conclusion of the current revenue 
year.” 

19. In the letter from the Government of Madras referring to us the 
application of the Rajah of Tanjore, they took notice also of one which had 
been addressed to them by Colonel Martins, the officer commanding the troops 
stationed in the Ramnad District, representing the irregular conduct of the 
Rajah Shaytoo Putty, and the disorder into which the affairs of the district 
were thrown by his mismanagement. Similar accounts had been received 
from the Collector stating the character of the Rajah in the most unfavorable 
light. 

20. The Government of Fort Saint George acquainted us that Mootoo f 

Irlah Pittah, the former Minister of Shaytoo Putty, was said to have conducted 
himself through the whole of his administration with great prudence and 
■discretion that the Rajah at length became jealous of his authority and 
removed him from his office under a charge of embezzlement which they did 
not find he had been able to prove ; and they observed < ' % e ^cter 

of this Minister was so well spoken of, it might be adviseah tl . ■’ 
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Rajah’s proceeding to further acts of extravagance, that MootooJxlah pitta 
should be restored to the office of dewan, and supported in the administration. . 
by their authority. 

21. - Our answer to Madras on this subject is expressed as follows: 

“The. complaints of Colonel Martins against the Rajah Shay too Putty are 

of too, general a nature to admit of our giving any positive opinion respecting 
them. That he is despotic and that he governs his country very ill, we do not 
doubt ; and we are afraid that the same defects may, with too much truth,, 
be imputed to almost every other polygar in the country. But, although we 
may lament those evils, we are obliged, at the same time, to recollect that our 
rights over that description of people are too limited to admit of our applying 
the means that would be effectual to correct them. 

“Under these circumstances we cannot help being of opinion that whilst 
the utility of the measure might be extremely doubtful, any interference on 
our part ’in the appointment of dewans or ministers, or in any of their internal, 
arrangements, would not be entirely justifiable; and we think that you will 
be ever liable to be engaged in polygar wars (which, have been always unprofit- 
able and very often unjust) unless you instruct your servants, in the clearest 
manner, to take no further concern' about the polygars than to demand from 
them their fixed' tribute, arid to prevent their engaging in warfare amongst 
themselves or committing any act of contumacy against your Government. 

“We not only - entirely • disapprove of the proposition, made by Colonel' 
Martins that a detachment should attend the Collector: to Rajah Shaytoo. 
Putty’s present place of residence, but also earnestly recommend that although 
it may be adviseable that the troops in the .neighbouring stations should be 
instructed to -comply. with the. requisitions which the Collectors of; Polygars' 
Peshcush may;be obliged to make for . assistance upon any .sudden emergency,, 
yet that it should be observed by you, as a general rule, never to put troops ; 
under the orders of: those Collectors, as we are convinced, that, whenever a 
necessity actually exists for employing a military force, the troops should.be 
commanded -by an officer of a respectable character, either, in the King’s or- 
Company’s service, who should act immediately under the direction of your. 
Government.” 

22. You were advised in our letter by the Melville Castle of the differences 
that had occurred between the Rajah of Travancore (or rather his Minister) 
and Mr. Powney. Although we saw no reason to be dissatisfied with 
Mr. Powney’s conduct, in general, on his deputation to Travancore, but, on the- 
contrary, have thought on several occasions that he has acted with ability, and. 
shewn much zeal for the public service, yet as those differences had unluckily 
arisen between him and the Rajah to such a degree that the latter refused 
positively to transact any business with him, we conceived that Mr. Powney 
could render no further service in this station, and we therefore recommended 
his recall. 

23. The Presidency of Bombay being in consequence of our, late acquisi- 
tions more immediately connected than that of Madras with the Rajah of 

Travancore, we were inclined to think that one of the 
Consn. 1st April, servants on the Bombay establishment who .might be 
* S0 ‘ 3 ‘ employed in the southern part of the ceded country on 

the Malabar Coast would. have leisure to, do all the Company’s business with 



IS MAY 1793 


253 


the Rajah; but we determined that if General Abercromby, who had been 
for several months on the spot, should be of a different opinion, the Bombay 
Government should be authorized to appoint one of their servants to the 
Residency at Travancore ; and we requested the Governor in Council at Fort 
St. George to acquaint the Bombay Government as well as ourselves whether 
any agreement had been concluded with the Rajah for the annual payment 
of a sum of money to provide for the general defence of his own and the 
Company’s dominions. 

24. According to our recommendation the Madras Government have 
recalled Mr. Powney from Travancore, and communicated to the Governor 
in Council of Bombay tire substance of the proposition made to the Rajah for 
the annual payment we have mentioned and to which the Rajah had acceded. 

25. In consequence of the intimation in our letter of the 10th of January 
last to the Government of Fort St. George of our intention to employ 
Mr. Boddam, the junior Commissioner from Bengal on the Malabar Coast, 
to negociate the arrangement of the subsidy which the Rajah had agreed to 
pay to the Company, they advised the Raj alt accordingly ; and since that time 
have had no correspondence with him on the subject. 

26. The Government of Madras, thinking it proper that our sanction and 
concurrence should be obtained to every part of an arrangement so important 

as that of establishing their frontier to the westward, 
Consn jj os , 2 f 1 2 " 3^4 re ^ erre( i to us a letter from Colonel Brathwaite, their 

Chief Engineer’s report, and their minutes on the 
subject, and requested our opinion in respect to the forts which it would 
be most advisable to maintain, and on a proposal of Colonel Brathwaite 5 for 
disposing of troops, and detaching part of their artillery to the garrisons in 
the Baramahal 6 . They had previously directed their Commissary General 
of Grain and Provisions to lay upon a stock of grain for six months in all the 
places now occupied on that frontier ; and they have sent orders to the 
Military Board to complete the provisions and stores for all die forts which 
appear necessary to be preserved, as .well as to cause such repairs as axe want- 
ing to be made without loss of time. 

27. A copy of the answ'er which we sent at the recommendation of Lord 
Cormvallis to this reference from the Madras Government will be transmitted 
a number in die packet. You will observe that we dien took up the question 
which they laid before us some time ago concerning the best mode of supply- 
ing the place of the two battalions lent to the Nizam. Thinking it probable 
that His Highness w'ould detain these battalions for a long period, and advert- 
ing to the considerable and judicious reduction which had been made by the 
Government of Fort St. George in their revenue troops, and as it appeared, 
also, that they could have but few native battalions in reserve beyond 
the number required for the various internal duties under that Presidency, we 
declared our readiness to sanction their raising two additional battalions, if 
they should think them necessary, either for their security or for rendering 
their military force sufficiently respectable; and we requested that, if they 
should be desirous of the immediate adoption of the measure, they would 
call on the Commanding Officer of the troops for a plan, to be transmitted 
to us, of the mode he would recommend for levying and forming such addi- 
tional force. 



254 


POLITICAL LETTER TO COURT 


28. Our proceedings of the 11th of February contain a translation of a 
letter dated the 7th of October, 1792, from Sir Charles Oakeley to Tippoo, and 

of Tippoo’s answer on the 21st of the month following. 
Consn. 1 hh Febru- -phe former was written on the occasion of sending to 
' * ' ^ him the portraits of the two princes; and in the latter 
he acknowledged the great attention and civilities shewn to his sons by the 
Governor of Madras. He wrote to Lord Cornwallis, by whose directions the 
portraits were taken, respecting them, and seemed very 
C° ns " No ® th A P ril » sensible of this instance of His Lordship’s kindness, 
which was the more acceptable as the miniatures were 
very well finished, and the likeness remarkably strong. 

I 

29. You will receive from the Government of Fort St. George an abstract 
kistbundy of Captain Read’s settlement of the ceded districts under his charge 

for the present year. We must bear the fullest testi- 
Consn^Kkl^ May, mon y to the zeal and ability of that officer in the exc- 
cution of the duties assigned to him, and to the success, 
which has attended his exertions in the assessment and collection of the 
public revenue. 

30. The Governor in Council transmitted to us a copy of a letter dated 
the 21st of March from the Assay Master at Madras, with accounts shewing 

the produce in the mint there; of the Mysore coins- 
2 A P nl « received from Tippoo Sultauri, also accounts current 
‘ ’ ‘ shewing the loss which had arisen upon the recoinage 
of this money into the gold and silver currency of the Carnatic. We were 
also furnished by Mr. Cherry, die Persian Translator, with a copy of a letter 
to the Paymaster of the army at Seringapatam autho- 
C ° nSt Nos 12 7 h 8 Apri1, rizing him to receive the payments made by Tippoo 
Sultaun, pursuant to the treaty of peace, at the respective 
value of each coin as fixed by a committee for the purpose on the spot ; and 
we sent a note of the rates at which the several species of coin were received 
by the alliance, widi a copy of the Madras accounts to the Accountant 
General and Mint Master at this Presidency, instructing them to report to us 
thereupon and . to state accurately its correspondence as to value and amount 
with the table of rates settled at Seringapatam. 

31. We have the pleasure to acquaint you that the first instalment of the 
2nd kist, payable by Tippoo according to the Definitive Treaty to the Nizam 
and the Marattas, has been discharged; and that the 2nd instalment of the 
same hist due to the Company arrived at Kistnagherry on the 18th ultimo. 
Directions had been given to the Paymaster to take charge of it, and to forward 
it under an escort to Madras. A translation of Tippoo Sultaun’s letter to the 
Governor General notifying the dispatch of this treasure will be sent a number 
in the packet with a copy of His Lordship’s answer to it. 

32. Tippoo’s vakeels at Fort St. George had represented to Sir Charles 
Oakeley by their master’s orders that the Pcshwa’s officers delayed giving a 
receipt for the kist which was paid some months ago; that the one for the 
Nizam had been for a long time on the frontier and that delays similar to that 
which was imputed to the Marattas as to granting the receipt were chargeable 
also to the officers of His Highness; to prevent which, in future, Tippoo 
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Const). 15th March, 
No. 9. 

Do. 15th April, No. 
3. 

Do. 3d May, No. 3. 


Sultaun was desirous that the Company should receive the kists of the alliance 
at Kistnagherry, and that through them the kists for 
the Nizam and the Pcshwa might be paid to those 
powers. Sir Charles Oakcley discouraged very properly 
any expectation of our acceding to the proposition ; but 
that any such reasonable cause of complaint as that 
made by Tippoo might be obviated in future, your Residents at Poonah and 
Hydrabad have been instructed to urge the immediate delivery of the receipts 
on the payment of the money to die officers of the two Governments ; and to 
meet the wishes of Tippoo as far as could properly be done. Lord Cornwallis 
has declared, through the Persian Translator to the vakeels, that His Lordship 
will consider the payments to die Nizam and Marattas as having been made, 
whenever lie receives advices from Sir Charles Malet and Sir John Kennaway 
that die officers of the two Governments have received the money, although 
formal receipts should not have been granted for it; and a desire has been 
expressed to the vakeels diat dicy would request their master to send 
indmauon to Sir Charles Malet and Sir John Kennaway, when the money 
arrives near the borders of the two countries, and is ready to proceed. A copy 
of Mr. Cherry’s letter to the vakeels on diis occasion will be forwarded a 
number in the packet. 

33. The intelligence from the Mysore country, as transmitted from time 
Consn. 1st March, to time to the Government at Madras, since our last 
22ti 6 No 3 ac ^ v * ccs > wiU be found on our proceedings of the 
27 ” No! 2. annexed dates. 


34. Our consultations of the 11th of February contain a letter addressed 
to us by Lieutenant Colcbrookc, Assistant to the Surveyor General, with a 

map, which was sent to you in the Belmont’s packet, 
Consn. 1 1th of such parts of the Mysore as were traversed by the 

arj.io. , arm y unt j cr Lord Cornwallis’s command during the 
campaigns of 1791 and 1792, likewise of a part of die country between Vellore 
and die Ghauts. Lieutenant Colcbrooke’s letter was accompanied by a paper 
of astronomical observations, and a short treatise upon the climate, topography, 
and history of Mysore. We shall transmit copies of them in the Tartars 
packet. He had great merit in die execution of the chart, and we granted 
him a gratuity of six diousand rupees for the trouble he had in preparing it, 
and as a compensation for the extra expenccs he had incurred in making the 
surveys diat were necessary for the purpose. 

35. In addition to the papers already mentioned as having been furnished 
by Lieutenant Colebrooke, we transmit to you a roll which he has just sent to 
us containing Major Kyd’s survey from Seringapatam through the Coorga 
country to the sea, and from thence to Cochin and other places, and a copy 
of his letter that came with it. 


36. Some correspondence, not already noticed, which has passed since 
Consn. ISih Febru- T be date of our dispatches by the Melville Castle with 

ary. Nos. 2-2A. Tippoo Sultaun and his vakeels will be found on our 

Consn. 22d March, consultations of the annexed dates. 

Nos. 1, 2, o, 4, o. 

Consn. 5th April, 

No. 2. 

37. Besides what is mentioned therein relative to boundary disputes, you 
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will observe the stress laid on repeated informations sent to us, of European 
and other prisoners still in Tippoo’s country and his disregard of that part of 
the treaty which stipulated for their immediate release. The circumstances 
are of such a nature as not to admit of direct and positive proof of their 
existence; but, as we are made acquainted with. them, they are represented 
to his vakeels, who appear to be men well disposed to the continuance of 
friendship between the two States ; and as the hostages are liable to detention 
at Madras until every part of the treaty shall have been f ulfill ed, there is yet 
a forcible obligation upon Tippoo Sultaun that may ensure the ultimate deli- 
verance of the prisoners yet confined in Mysore. 


38. A claim made on the part of Nizam Ally Khan (and in the prose- 
cution of it he has shewn the most determined perseverance) has given cause 
to more discussion in our correspondence with Hyderabad than any other 
subject. Kernoull, a district situated on the borders of His Highness’s country, . 
surrounded to the south by the district of Gooty and well calculated to form 
a frontier on the side next to Mysore, was several years ago subdued by Hyder 
Ally but surrendered to its late Nabob Rhunmust Khan on condition of his 
paying an annual stipulated peshcush. It is to be observed that, either from 
inability to oppose his power, or some other cause, no opposition was then 
or subsequently made by the Nizam to this exaction on the part of Hyder 
or his son. 


39. At the conclusion of the late war, and previous to signing the Treaty 
Consn. 27th June, of Seringapatam, Tippoo inserted ... Kernoul in the 
schedule of his dominions. It was objected on the part 
of the Nizam that Tippoo had no right to that country, 
but the objection, [sic] notwithstanding the apparent 
necessity for its being then pressed by His Highness’s 
Minister, and although a decision on the subject was 
earnestly desired by the sons of the late Nabob Runmust 
Khan, yet (for what reasons we are unable to judge) no 
explicit declaration then took place as to the right of die 
Nizam in opposition to the claim of Tippoo Sultaun. 


1792, No. 1. 
13th ^July, 

3d August, 
Nos. 10, 11, 12, 
13. 

6th Do. 

No. 20B. 

10th Do. 

Nos. 7, 8 & 9. 
13 th Do. 

Nos. 6-7. 

7th September, 
Nos. 18-19. 

Do. Nos. 21- 


21A. 

17th December, 
No. 24. 


21st, No. 8. 

28, Nos. 2 & 5. 
31st, Nos. 5-6. 
25th January, 
No. 5. 

8th February, 
Nos. 15-16. 

11 Do. No. 5. 
18 March, 

No. 5. 

27th Do. 

Nos. 6-9. 

1st April, No'. 6. 
24th Do. No. 6. 
26th Do. Nos. 4, 
9, 11, 14. 

12th Do. No. 9. 


40. The late Nabob of Kurnoull considered himself liable to the payment 
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of the annual tribute, as it had been previously paid, to the Mysore Govern- 
ment, and recommended the disdiarge of it to his son and successor. Much 
allowance was to be made for the anxiety shewn by the Nizam to obtain 
Kcrnoull as a frontier on that side of his dominions ; and to this anxiety we 
must attribute his desire, on die death of the late Runmust Khan, to support 
anodicr of his sons whose conduct would accord more with His Highness’s 
wishes dian that of the immediate successor to die Government of the district. 
He prepared to support the object of his choice widi an armed force, 
when the vakeels of Tippoo requested die mediation of the allied powers in 
requiring the Nizam to desist from proceedings which must infallibly tend 
to destroy the friendship so recently established between His Highness and 
their master. 

41. Widi this equitable request we could have no objection to comply, 
especially as it was our clear opinion that the Nizam had in fact, though 
perhaps not in form, suffered his title of lord paramount of Kernoull to be 
superceded, and diat he must be considered to have given it up when he 
ceased to protect his feudatory against the usurpations of Hyder Ally, as well 
as when the rights of Tippoo were asserted previous to the execution of the 
Treaty of Scringapatam ; nor could we reconcile the discordant claims of a 
demand for tribute by Tippoo with that of a paramount right in Nizam Ally 
Khan. 

42. Under tliis impression, we gave it as our decided opinion to 
His Highness that lie should abstain from any interference in the 
Government of Kcrnoull so far as it affected the right of Tippoo to 
compel the Nabob to pay tribute, a right which had been exercised at different 
times for upwards of twenty years, both by Hyder and his son, previous 
to die last war. 

43. His Highness still persisting to urge his claim, we did not hesitate 
in declaring to him that should his interference (as appeared to us might be 
the case) involve serious consequences, they must fall on the Hydrabad Govern- 
ment alone, as no engagement existed by virtue of which the Company could 
be induced, nor did we know of any between His Highness and the Pcshwali 
that could warrant die Maratta State, to unite with him in die support of 
such measures. 

44. The Nizam having thus failed in obtaining our sanction for his 
exercising that right over Kcrnoull which was the object of his wish has 
determined - to depute a vakeel to Fort St. George to negociate with those of 
Tippoo on the subject. 

45. We have transmitted to the Madras Government copies of the 
material parts of the correspondence with the Nizam, the Minister, and 
Sir John Kennaway upon it, and cautioned them against taking any part 
of concern whatever in die negotiation. His Highness will thus see how 
much we disapprove of his conduct, and how positively we are determined 
against affording him any countenance or support in the progress of the 
business. 

46. Notwithstanding what was mentioned in our advices of the 14th of 
December, 1792, relative to the Treaty of Guarantee proposed > be entered 
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into between the Nizam, the Peshwa, and the Company,, as there was 
no great probability of an early . termination of the 
.contentions at Poonah, we mean diose, between Nana 
and Sindia, and that your . Residents at that Court 
.and at Hydrabad might be sufficiently prepared to 
enter on . the business of .the treaty when a propor 
occasion, offered, . .we . have : .transmitted to them a 
draft of die stipulations , that appear ^to us necessary ; and 
we, enclose a copy of .it a number in this dispatch. We 
beg leave ,to refer: you, to the subsequent [correspondence 
of the Residents on the subject, of it, by which you will 
observe that the unsettled state of affairs at Poonah is 
the principal cause of the delay in proceeding, upon 
it, the ' Nizam having expressed his approbation of 
it to your Resident ait his Court. ' ■ ' 

.47. It having appeared ;to us .that the Nizam’s Ministers 7 had taken 
a part in "the contest at .the Court of Poonah, . by. no means likely to 
improve the good understanding that it was so desirable., should subsist 
between the two States, we instructed Sir John Kenhaway to represent to him, 
in terms sufficiently .explicit) but free of anything that .could occasion the least 
offence at our interference, the ill consequences that must inevitably follow 
so incautious a line of conduct, and the tendency it would have to create 
dissensions between his master and the Peshwa. The Minister’s answer to 
this friendly representation gives us reason to suppose he will attend to it, 
but we are not quite certain that his professions are sincere. 


Consn. 28th Decem- 
ber; 1792, Nos. ' 
2, 3, . 4 & 5. 

'. 8th February, 

- 1793, Nos. .13 

■ & 14. ■ ■ 

25th Do. Nos. 
.11 & 13. 

15th’ Match,' 
No. 8. 

29th Do. No. 14. 
5th .April, No. 
13.' . 

26th Do. No. 15. 
10th May, No. 
15. : !. 


48. A resolution taken by the Nizam at the instance of the Minister to 
proceed to Bider, which is close to the Marratta frontier, has occasioned some 
_ . , . jealousy and displeasure on the part of Nana Furnaveesc. 

No. II. The object of this journey has all along been stated to 

■ 15th Do. No. 4. be a change of' air but as the place is remarkable for 
• 5 13 " " N ° S ’ 4 ’ its insalubrity, such a pretext was .little: to .be trusted 
,• 3d May, No. 7. to: the ambition ; of Azeem ul Omrah, the declining 
10th ...No. 14. state of his master’s health, his close correspondence widi 
some of the chiefs at Poonah, the circumstance of his having supplied Sindia 
with large sums of money, united in leading us to draw unfavourable con- 
clusions from the march to Bider. 


49. We were next informed that His Highness had it in contemplation 
to proceed in person to Poonah for the purppse of mediating .between Sindia 
and the Ministry at that Durbar. 

50. Sir John Kcnnaway acquainted us that, many months ago, upon per- 
ceiving the dose intercourse that was forming between Azeem ul Omrah and 
Sindia’to the prejudice of Nana Furnaveesc, which happened previous to Mecr 
Allum’s joining the army under Lord Cornwallis, being aware of the pacific 
views of our Government, and how essential the continuance of the present 
Poonah Minister in power might be to their success, he had taken frequent 
opportunities, in his confidential conversations with Mcer Alluih as well as 
with Azim ul Omrah himself, of pointing out to them, as far as was consistent 
widi the caution and delicacy necessary to be observed on such a subject 
with regard to Scindia, how much it imported the prosperity of the Nizam’s 
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Government to cultivate ancl improve a good understanding with Nana 
Furnaveese, and how destructive a rupture with him might prove to His 
Highness’s affairs; but that these representations on the part of the Resident 
had litde effect on Azim ul Omrah, who, influenced by his natural impetuosity/ 
and not duly weighing 'the consequences his measures might lead to, appeared 
to have urged on, and to be still provoking, by his connections with Scindia, 
the rupture which Sir John Kennaway wished him to avoid. The Resident 
therefore recommended that he should be authorized to state to the Minister, 
in a more decided tone, and on our behalf, die impolicy of his proceedings, 
and to apprize him how impossible it would be, in any dispute with the 
Marrattas hereafter, that we could interfere with our good offices in the 
Nizam’s favor, subsequent to die wanton provocation which his conduct would 
have given to the Court of Poonah. 

-51. We entirely approved of the sentiments thus expressed by Sir John 
Kennaway, and desired they might be conveyed to the Minister, in as firm 
language, but in terms as little exceptionable, as the nature of the business 
would admit, adding, in the event of Azim ul Omrah’s persevering in his 
intention to embark his master in so weak and dangerous an enterprize, that 
Sir John Kennaway was instructed by us to declare diat we considered it as 
totally unjustifiable in any member of die alliance to interfere in the internal 
disputes and dissensions that might unfortunately prevail either at the Durbars, 
or amongst die chiefs of the other States, unless explicitly requested by all 
the contending parties to endeavor to compromise their differences by a 
friendly mediation, diat, such being our sentiments, we could not suffer any 
part of the detachment of your troops to accompany him, and that neither 
Sir John Kennaway, nor any gentleman belonging to the Residency, could 
enter the Maratta territories, widiout receiving a specific invitation from the 
Pesliwali and his Ministers. 

52. The Minister, after receiving Sir John Kcnnaway’s answer to the 
message which occasioned the instructions we have noticed in the above 
paragraph, demanded of Sindea’s vakeel whether his master could not procure 
from the Peshwa an invitation to Nizam Ally Khan to proceed to Poonah for 
the purpose of interfering in die disputes among the Ministers ; but die vakeel 
answered it was impossible. 

53. We shall transmit a number in die packet a copy of a letter dated 
the 16di of April, which has been received from Sir John Kennaway, represent- 
ing what had passed between him and the Minister upon advice which he 
has communicated to him from Lord Cornwallis as to the impropriety of his 
taking any part in the animosities subsisting between Nana Furnaveese and 
Scindea at Poonah. You will observe that he entered a good deal into his 
master’s conduct, and explanation of his own, which, however, was but in- 
differently effected, and that he gave the Resident some reason to believe diat 
he would refrain from any improper interference upon this subject in future. 

54. The Nizam marched for JBidcr on die 16th ultimo. The Minister 
has assured Sir John Kennaway that the present movement should, terminate 
in its professed object, a diange of air; and he added it was possibly that 
His Highness might soon be tired of his residence at Bider, which he thought 
likely to be the case, in which event he would return to Hydrabad, or try a 
further diange at Gulberga. 
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55. It seems, that the Nizam had proposed to Nana Furnaveese.that.he 
should visit Poonah for the purpose of being present at the Peshwah’s nuptials ; 
but' that these having been concluded before an answer could be received, 
His Highness had expressed a. wish that the ceremony might be repeated, 
which was declined as . the season propitious for it had elapsed. .. 

56. We shall transmit you, numbers in the packet, a copy of die- last 

letter and its enclosures which we have- received from Sir John Kennaway 
mentioning, among other matters, that he should join the Nizam, who was 
gone to Bider. There was also a friendly letter from His Highness ■ to Nana 
Furnaveese and Hurry Punt Furkia. . • 

57. We think it proper to inform you that in the month of February 
last, upon dispatches being received from Sir John Kennaway that gave us 
reason to apprehend, from alarming symptoms of the return’ of the Nizam’s 
•disorder, mentioned in our advices of the last season, that, his life could not 
be of long duration, the instructions, of which we enclose a copy, were sent 
by Lord Cornwallis to the Resident at Hydrabad. 

58. Your Honorable Court will receive, by the present dispatch, a copy 
of a letter dated the 22d of March, which was addressed to us by Sir John 
Kennaway, advising us of his having delivered to the Nizam His Majesty's 
letter, and the present of lustres sent for that purpose from England. 


59. The correspondence with the. Resident at Hydrabad upon subjects 


Consn. 11th Febru- 
ary, No. 5. 
29th March, 
No. 16. 


not already noticed; including those concerning border 
disputes with Tippoo' Sultaun, will be found on our pro- 
ceedings of the annexed dates. 


19th April, 
Nos. 5, 7, 8. 
6th May, No. 5. 


60. A letter, of which we enclose a copy, was written to the Resident at 
-Hydrabad, and another, in corresponding terms, to the Resident at Poonah 
by -Lord Cornwallis, on the 5th of March, notifying for the information of 
those Courts your appointment of Sir John Shore to succeed to the office of 
Governor General ; and in . order to afford time for arranging the articles for 
the proposed Treaty of Guarantee, as well as furnishing Sir John Shore with 
a full explanation upon every point that concerned the interests of the two 
States, it was His Lordship’s intention to remain in this country till the month 
of August next. They were also informed tliat General Abercromby had 
been appointed to succeed His Lordship in the command of all the troops 
in India and to become a member of this Government. 


61.' The letters that have been received, and orders issued, relative to the 
Consn. 1st February, provision made for the arrears - of peshettsh due to the 
Do. 18th Do. No. 1: Nizam, will be found on our proceedings of the annexed 
Do. 25 th Do! No. 29. dates. 

Do. 29th March, 

No. 7. 

Do. 1 5th February, 

No. 4. . . 

Do. 12th April, No. 

12 . 

Do. 1st May, No. 4. 

Do. Do. No. 6. 

Do. Do. No. 7. 

Do. 6 May No. 1. 
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62. The consultations noted in the margin contain a copy of the 
Consn 8th February corrcs P on dence which has passed between the Govern- 


No. 21, 22, 24, 
' 25, 27, 28, 29. 
Do. 15tli February, 
No. 8. 

Do. 22d Do. No. 4. 
Do. 11th March, 
No. 11. 

Do. 18 Do. No. 6A. 
Do. 19tli April, No. 
27. 


ment and die Commissioners on die Malabar Coast 
since the date of our dispatches by the Melville 
Castle. The subjects of that Commission will be more 
fully detailed to you in your dispatches from the 
Governor in Council at Bombay. 


Consn. 5th April, 
No. 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25. 
Consn. 15tli April, 
No. 8. 

Do. 19 th Do. No. 8 
& 9. 


63. The Government of Bombay and the Resident and Factors at 
Bussorah will have communicated to your Honorable Court the circumstances, 

in detail, originating in the murder of a Jew at that 
factory, and carried at last so far diat the Resident had 
thought it his duty to withdraw from it. The Governor 
in Council having referred to us for our instructions 
upon this subject, they were given after due considera- 
tion of the correspondence that was laid before us. We 
have the honor to enclose a copy of these instructions, 
diat, should you think it proper, they may be submitted to His Majesty’s 
Ministers if the matter in dispute should not have been already setded. 

64. ■ So many and such serious complaints had been made to the Governor 
General by the principal merchants of Calcutta, of depredations committed 
by die pirates on the Malabar Coast, that, although we had received no 
sfficial information respecting them from the Government of Bombay, we could 
lot entertain a doubt of their being well founded. 

65. We were to suppose that the Governor in Council would afford every 
protection in his power to the trade by the means of the Bombay cruizers 

until the setting in of the monsoon ; but as the security 
^° nSI No ,S 2 ^P ri1, that die merchants could derive from the utmost 
exertions of the armed vessels would be very imperfect, 
vc requested that General Abercromby would take the subject into his fullest 
:onsideration, previous to his departure from Bombay, and that he would 
mdeavour to collect the best information relative to die force and situation 
>f the pirates, and form a plan to be submitted to us, and, if approved, carried 
nto execution after the rains, for obtaining ample redress for the injuries 
hat we have already suffered, and for depriving those bands of robbers of 
lie means of repeating the like outrages in future. 

66. After dispatching these instructions to Bombay, we received from 
that Government several representations of murders 
and other violences committed by the pirates on the 
Malabar Coast; and, on the arrival of Sir Robert 
Abercromby at this Presidency, we shall take into imme- 
diate consideration the plan he may propose ; and we . 
shall endeavour to obtain for the injured merchants 
that redress and compensation which they are so well 
entitled to expect. 


.Consn. 8th April, 
Nos. 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20. 
Consn. 26th April, 
Nos. 16, 17, 18, 

19. 

Cons. 6th May, Nos. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 19, 

20 . . 


67 The Resident at Poonah transmitted to us with a letter dated in 
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January a copy of some correspondence which, he had with the Council at 
Bombay on the subject of a complaint that had been 
Consult^. Feb- mac j c to him by the Peshwa’s Ministers, stating that the 
ruary, os. Mayor's Court at that Presidency had issued a writ oE 
Do. 15th February, summons addressed to two subjects of the Maratta 
No> State residing in Poonah, and that one of these men, 

named Tricumdoss, who had . gone upon occasional -business to Bombay, had 
been imprisoned there in the common gaol by the authority of the Court. 

68. On the supposition that Tricumdoss was actually indebted -to any 
person living under the protection of the Bombay Government, and that he 
thought proper to come, in a private character, within 1 the -bounds of die 
Mayor’s Court’s jurisdiction, we conceived that the restraint of his person by 
that authority, without any circumstances of peculiar rigor, might have been 
justified by the Company’s Resident. But, on the other hand, our public duty 
obliged us to declare our highest disapprobation of the indifference which 
the Bombay Council 8 had manifested to the representations that were made 
to them by Sir Charles W. Malet, of the insult which had been offered to 
the Maratta State by the appearance in Poonah of a writ of summons from 
their Mayor’s Court addressed to two of its subjects. 

69. It sufficiently appeared that the writ of summons must have been 
obtained under the false pretext that Wallabdoss and Tricumdoss were 
merchants of Bombay ; and it is probable that in the first stage of the transac- 
tion, no person was . blameablc but Dada Nousherwan, who might have- 
imposed on the Court. But as the- insult that was offered to the Poonah 
Government by the use which was made of that summons was no less un- 
authorized by die laws of nations than inconsistent with the friendly connection 
subsisting between the two Governments, and might be attended with em- 
barrassing effects to the Company’s affairs, we declared to the Council of 
Bombay that we should hold them responsible for delaying to afford satis- 
factions for the affront as soon as they were informed of die nature of it 
by Sir Charles Warre Malet, whom we have instructed to give a conciliatory 
explanation to die Peshwa’s Ministers of die culpable , mode by which die 
summons must have been transmitted to Poonah, and to notify our entire 
disapprobation of it; and in order to render the satisfaction as complete as 
might now he practicable, we decided that, in the event of Tricumdoss being 
still in prison at the time that the Bombay Council should receive our letter, 
effectual measures might be taken for setting him immediately at liberty. 

70. We likewise directed that they would institute an enquiry, without 
loss of time, and ascertain for our information whether the Mayor’s Court 
or Sheriff had any knowledge that Wallabdoss and Tricumdoss .were subjects 
of the Marratta State, residing at Poonah, or had any concern in transmitting 
the summons to that capital; and, as there could be no doubt of the 
culpability of Dady Nousherwan in tills transaction, we directed that they 
should take the means which might appear most efficacious for deterring 
others from following his example by punishing him either by prosecution in 
the Mayor's Court, or any other mode that might appear to them most 
eligible. 

71. We further desired that they would, as soon as might be practicable, 
transmit to us a copy of all the proceedings 'of their Board on Sir Charles 



18 may 1793 


263 


Malct’s representations upon this subject, that, in case there had been any 
difference of opinion amongst the members, we might be able to form a 
discriminate judgement on dieir respective responsibility. 

72. Wc have, received from .the Council at Bombay copies of their 

Consn. 18th Febru- 
ary, Nos. 6 & 7. 

Do. 12th April, Nos. 

14, 15, 16. 

Do. 22d Do. Nos. 

2, 3, 4. 

Do. 26th Do. Nos. 

20 , 21 , 22 . 

Do. 6th May, Nos. 

7, 8 & 10. 

73. On the arrival of the first explanatory papers that were sent to us 
from Bombay relative to this business, we transmitted them to our Advocate 
General desiring his opinion whether the steps taken by the Sheriff, and the 
proceedings and decisions of the Mayor’s Court at Bombay on the complaint 
and case of Dady Nasserwanjee versus Tricumdoss Vrandavandoss and 
Walabdoss Madow Doss, had been regular and legally warranted by the 
charter constituting the Mayor’s Court; or in what instances they appeared 
to him to be otherwise ; and what measure, under die circumstances set forth 
in die papers, lie thought might be legally adopted by the Government of 
Bombay, and under what instructions to that Government, to bring Dady 
Nasserwanjee to punishment for the part he had taken in the different stages 
of the transaction relative to Tricumdoss. 

74. The Advocate General having thought it necessary, to enable him to 
furnish the opinion desired of him, that he should be informed of the rules 
anil orders under which the proceedings of the Mayor’s Court at Bombay 
arc governed, we have applied for a copy of them ; and on its being sent to 
us, Mr. Burroughs will lay before us his answer to our reference, and we shall 
then take up die business again. 

75. The Company’s Solicitors at Bombay informed that Board that they 
could not propose any mode except that of paying .the debt by which 
Tricumdoss Vrandavandoss might be liberated, as, after a full hearing in 
Court, it had been decided, with only one dissenting voice, that the proceed- 
ings in the cause had been perfectly regular and legal, and, consequently, that 
the defendant must remain in custody. Under these circumstances, the 
Board at Bombay, deeming it their duty to prevent the Company’s sustaining 
so considerable a loss as the .payment . of 1,61,000 rupees, the amount of 
Nasserwanjec’s demand, would be prepared to compromise Nasserwanjee’s 
dispute with Tricumdoss, on the assurance that they would recommend 
Nasserwanjee in the strongest manner, both to the Governor General in 
Council and the Resident at Poon'ah, for the purpose of procuring their good 
offices with the Marratta Court to bring about a speedy and amicable adjust- 
ment. This proposal was immediately .complied with on the part of Nasser- 
wanjee, and a petition was presented by him to the Mayor’s .Court to withdraw 
all proceedings against Trecumdoss, who was accordingly released from 
confinement. • 

76. We are sorry that there is still another subject on which the Bombay 
Council appeared to us to have acted improperly. Sir Charles Malet had 


proceedings and correspondence, and the opinions of 
the Company’s Solicitors at that Presidency prior and 
subsequent to the receipt of these' orders. 
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transmitted to us copies of his correspondence with that Board, and their acting 
President, relative to an application from the Peshwa’s Government for a 
suspension of duties upon' grain imported ;into the Marratta country, a 
quantity having been detained by the officers of the customs for the payment 
of those duties. The Resident had stated to the Board that it would have 
a very good effect at the Court of Poonah if the duties were' remitted at a time 
when the’ general scarcity which prevailed in die Marratta country rendered 
a step of that nature proper both on grounds of humanity and policy. But 
it was declined. 1 

77. We could not help expressing our concern to observe that, in a business 
of this trifling nature as well as in the transaction of Tricumdoss, they had 
not paid the smallest attention to the maintenance of the friendship subsisting 
between the Company’s Government • and the Maratta State, which they well 
knew it had cost us so much pains to establish; but that, on the. contrary, 
the whole tenor of their conduct towards that nation was not ionly unkind 
but tinctured with injustice and. ingratitude.. We thought that the proposi- 
tion in Sir Charles Malet’s letter to their acting Resident [sic], . dated the 20th of 
December last, was perfectly: fair and equitable, and even in some degree 
advantageous to your interest ; and we could not therefore too strongly express 
how much we disapproved of their rejecting ;it. It was that, for the sake of 
relieving the calamity which’ was then prevalent in the Mahratta country, 
and in order to manifest the sincere friendship of the two Governments, the 
Bombay Presidency should propose at once to the Court of Poonah the aboli- 
tion of all imposts or impediments upon grain landing at Bombay or going 
through it till the 30th of the following June, on condition that, in like manner 
and for the same good purpose of humanity, the Poonah Government should, 
for the same period, abolish all imposts pr impediments .upon vessels importing 
grain to its ports through the harbour of Bombay, and, from such ports. to 
the city of Poonah,. providing likewise to the satisfaction of the Company’s 
Resident that this intended relief should not.be prevent- 
ConsiL 25th^ Febm-. e< j or eva( jed by unusual exactions of bullock masters, 

• , or the masters of any other conveyance, but that the 

traffic in grain should be absolutely and bona fide free. To this proposition 
it was objected by the Bombay Government that : your own subjects were 
suffering the greatest distress from want of grain, and that they had a. right 
to expect protection and relief; that they had not laid an embargo on that 
article, but on the contrary, in order to encourage a 
C ° nSI a 2 No fo CbrU - l ar g c importation, they had permitted the merchants to 
ary, o. export half the , quantities they imported; tfiat this 

measure would probably be attended with the most beneficial consequences 
to the subjects of both States, considering the large supplies expected from 
Bengal in consequence of the discontinuance of the embargo here ; and that 
die customs of the port of Bombay formed . so considerable a part of the 
revenues of that Presidency, .and had been so long established, that they did 
not think themselves authorized to deviate from the regulations which had 
been constantly observed. 

78. We instructed Sir Charles Malct to confer with the Peshwa’s.Ministcrs 
on die subject, and directed the Government of Bombay to comply immediately 
with any proposal of the nature which we have mentioned, that Sir Charles 
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Malct might recommend ; and we desired that they would be strictly on their 
guard, in future, not to counteract the political engagements of the Supreme 
Government. 


79. The Bombay Government vindicated themselves from any intention 
of the kind, and declared that the line of conduct which they had pursued 

had been regulated by their regard to the interests of 
COnSn No 1 ?? , l» A ^' employers, which, under' the opinion that the 

' ‘ duties on grain were to be totally abolished, they 

imagined would suffer a very material injury, the chief part of your revenue 
accruing from Bombay being produced by the customs collected there. 

80. To this representation we have answered that it certainly was not 
intended by our instructions of the 23d of February, that any part of the 

Company’s rights or royalties should be surrendered, or 
Consn. 19th April, t j iat an y ]j ranc ]i Q f the revenues should be permanendy 
relinquished, in the accommodation afforded to the 
Maliratta State by suspending the dudes in a season of distress ; and that we 
were satisfied by the assurances given us diat the Bombay Government were 
not insensible of the advantages to be derived from the maintenance of friend- 
ship with the Court of Poonah, and by dieir declaration of their intention to 
support the political engagements of this Government. 


81. Some subjects of our correspondence with the Resident at Poona 


Consn. H January, 
No. 6. 

„ 4th February, 
Nos. 5, 6. 

„ 8 February, No. 
18. 

29th March, 20- 
21 . 

26th April, No. 
.3. 

Consn. 10 th May, 
Nos. 18-20. 


have been already mentioned. Those that relate to the 
Treaty of Guarantee, the question concerning Kurnoul, 
the Nizam’s visit to Bider, and his consequent intention 
to proceed to die Mahratta capital, are discussed at 
large in the Resident’s letters entered in our proceedings 
of the annexed dates, to which it may be sufficient to 
refer you as they have been noticed in our relation of 
the correspondence with Sir John Kennaway. 

r • % 


82. There are very few circumstances in respect to the differences between 
Sindia and Nana Furnaveesc which we shall think it necessary to relate. It 
seems to us that the same conclusion may, at this time, 
C-n^h February, j je drawn concerning them that was, suggested by 
Sir Charles Malet when he wrote to us in January. 
He expressed liiniself in these terms : 

“No visible change has yet taken place in die state of parties at this 
Court ; and it appears to me pretty clear that so long as the present Ministry 
can preserve its place in the young Peshwah’s personal estimation, its resources 
to oppose the entire ascendency of Scindia are extremely formidable, if not 
insurmountable, by diat chieftain, who, separated at so great a distance from 
the seat of his family power, from his new acquisitions, and from the bulk 
of his military force, is exposed in a singular manner to die influence of the 
jealousy and rivalship of his fellow chieftains, instigated by the arts and 
supported by the latent partiality of the Court. Thus circumstanced, the 
important measure of placing Govin Row Guykwar in possession of .the family 
territory , in Guzzerat by the expulsion' of his brother Monnajee employs the 
utmost political circumspection of both parties, since, though the enterprize 
has been ostensibly undertaken by the Durbar on the Par^ 11 ’«^j^qmmejjida- 
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tion 9 , yet is its completion found to be pregnant with the danger of throwing 
that great branch of die empire into die already too weighty scale of Madajce 
Scindia’s influence. This source of embarrassment, with the secret encourage- 
ment which will arise from it from a considerable party here, will, I hope, 
either enable Monnajee to oppose die enterprizc with effect, or. delay its 
execution till the intervention of new events may render it impracticable, since, 
without having recourse to speculative apprehensions (however rational) in 
support of my. objections to the entire subordination of that great branch of 
this empire either, to Madajce Sindia or the Peshwa, from the independence 
of which . we -have, on former occasions,. derived so great advantage, I cannot 
help apprehending that die enterprizc would involve an alienation of the 
Guikwar territory that .might give an objectionable increase of power to the 
Peshwa in the city and neighbourhood of Surat, and would be highly exception- 
able on die 8th article of Treaty of Salbyhe 10 , by which the . indivisibility of 
the Guykwar territory is specifically provided for.” 

83. The preparations for the establishment of Govin Row still continue; 
but, new causes of jealousy, having arisen between the Poona Ministry and 
Scindia, it is probable that their opposition to the chief, whose demands they 
now find increase widi their compliances, will prevent any effectual step being 
taken injurious to the interests of Monnajee. 

84. A serious cause of discontent has recently been added to the numerous 
ones which had previously existed between Sindia and the Ministry from his 
having demanded, and in fact extorted, from them the liberation of die 
Seychoon [Seychecv], a descendant of one of the great officers of state, who, 
on grounds with which we have' not been acquainted, had been seized by die 
Maratta Government. Under this powerful patronage, die Seychoon [Seyc/iera] 

demanded satisfaction for the injured honor of himself 
COnSI No 2 27 h Apn1, an d famil y- ar >d also restitution of his possessions, on 

which the Peshwa’s Ministry had for some years been 
making cncroadiments. In the prosecution of these demands liberal promises 
were made to Sindia ; and it is said diat his. good offices were to be further 
rewarded by die investiture with die entire . management of the jaghecr of 
the Seychoon [Seychecv] family under the tide of Dewan, and with the 
immediate possession of one or two forts. The Minister disavowed all 
intention of seizing the Seychoon [Seychecv], and asserted that the persons 
employed to remove some obnoxious people about the Seychoon [ Seychecv ] 
had exceeded their orders. At all events, this circumstance is taken up very 
warmly, and magnified into a matter of importance, as well by the partisans 
of Scindia as those. of the Ministry, and we imagine, must tend greatly to 
increase the jealousy which has long embarrassed the councils and measures 
of both parties. 


Upper Provinces. 

85. Scindia’s possessions and authority in Hindostan do not appear to 
be in immediate danger front any hostile attempts, but 
C ° nSI No Vo Apri '’ arc rapidly declining from mismanagement, which may 
. , possibly be intentional for the purpose of concealing the 

real value of his acquisitions from the Poona Government. 
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86. An application having been made to us by Tuckojcc Holcnr 11 to 
mediate be tv, ecu him and Scindia, we transmitted a copy of it to Sir Charles 
Warn: Mnlct, and instructed bint to assure Nana 
l«t May. I'uniavcesc that no consideration should induce us to 
interfere in accommodating the disscutions between the 
thief*. who form the Mnhratta State, unless we were solicited to do so bv the 
Pediwa or bis Ministers. 


87. The Nabob Vizier having been dissuaded from coming to Calcutta 
as be oner proposed. Mis 1 ■Excellency, by subsequent 
t applications to the Resident, expressed bis desire that 

his Ministers might l>e allowed to wait on the Governor 
General. To this, though not without considerable reluctance, from an 
opinion that the persons he had deputed could ill be 
< Apol. -.pared front Lucknow, we have at length liecn induced 

to as? cut : and the Nawanb Hossicn Reza Khan and 
Malta Rajah Ticknii Roy may l>o expected here in the course of a few weeks. 


88. Wr regtet that it is not in our power to acquaint you that any 
Ci-nn sih A oil effectual reform bad taken place in the Vizier’s 
Sn i. ' * finances. Something, however, has been done ; and, 
j*>sh »«. So.??, although much still remains unaccomplished, we trust 
that l.nrd Gomvallb’s ir presentation* to His Excellency's Ministers, on their 
coming down, may induce them to exert themselves in the performance of 
dm most essential part of their duty. There is also an 
( ab-ohitr nrcrss'uy for a thorough and effectual reform 
in the police and internal administration of justice at 
LmJ.nov. ; and these subject*. ill be taken up cm the Ministers’ arrival. 


ST In the 3 1 f t paragraph of our dispatches by the Melville Castle, we 
informed von that we had instructed vonr Hesident at the Court of Lucknow 

w 0 

to represent to His Excellency the ill effect which any severe measures taken 
by him against the family of his late? Minister, Hyder 1kg Khan, would have 
in future upon the minds not only of his immediate servants hut of his subjects 
in general. We afterwards received information from 
tfluoi^il^I flimarj 1 , ,j u . |{ eN ;,| c „| which leads ns to hope that our wishes on 
this subject will he gratified, and that His Excellency 
will not, in future*, make* any ojien attack on the property of the late Minister’s 
family. 


Ntifuitil. 

90. We informed you in the 35th paragraph of our despatches by the 
Melville Castle that Captain Kirkpatrick had proceeded to Napaul. the 
obstacles which had caused a temporary delay having been removed. He met 
the Rajah and his Ministers at a place where they happened to he on an 
occasional excursion, at some distance from Catmandu, in the beginning of 
March ; and at an interview which lie had with them on the 7tli, the Kajnh 
informed him that, being under the necessity of returning to his capital, he 
had left his uncle to transact business with him in his place. Previous to 
Captain Kirkpatrick’s commencing business with the Re ^hadur Shah, 
the Rajah’s uncle, he had learnt from the Gooroo ,s "- 1 *'• uiag^.J^ 
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Napaul beyond the, end of March was a matter not wished for by the Durbar. 
He had also received information from the same quarter that, although the 
Regent was perfectly sensible of the advantages -which were likely to be derived 
to his country from cultivating an intimate intercourse with the English 
Government, and that he was personally well disposed to avail himself of those 
advantages, yet, that he had at length been compelled to yield to the obstinate 
resistance of a certain powerful party who could not be reconciled to the' idea 
of our Minister’s remaining long in Napaul. The party had originally opposed 
the invitation given to Captain Kirkpatrick to proceed from Patna, nor could 
they now be induced to consent to his stay, though their chief objection to 
his introduction had been removed, as he had then had opportunities of 
observing the weakness of the- country; -and this it was much their wish to 
prevent. At the head of. the party was the Deputy Regent, together .with 
several pthers, who possessed much weight at the Durbar. 

91'.' Great as the credit and power of Behaudar Shah were, yet they were 
not sufficient to render him regardless of the remonstrances ' of this party: 
and to that. must be added the, prospect of the Rajah’s taking the Govern- 
ment into his own hands, however , averse from : such a measure he might 
hitherto have appeared. 

92. Under these, circumstances, it might' possibly have afforded matter of 

complaint sufficient to have induced the Rajah to take the Government into 
his own hands, should Behader Shah have attempted to detain Captain 
Kirkpatrick in Napaul, contrary to the advise of liis co-adjutors in the 
Ministry. . ' : 

93. ; In the conference held between . Captain Kirkpatrick and Behader 
Shah, subsequent to the Rajah’s departure, the Regent recapitulated the chief 
incidents of the war with China, acknowledged the friendly advice which he 
had received from this Government on the ’ imprudence of carrying on 
hostilities against so formidable a power, and the high sense of the obligation 
he felt for our wishes to bring about an' accommodation with die Chinese; 
and he slightly alluded to the disappointment felt at not having received tiic 
assistance which was requested from the English Government. 

94. To this Captain Kirkpatrick answered that it had been an invariable 
rule with us to remain neuter in all disputes between the neighbouring powers 
except in such cases as affected the rights or the honor of the Company, and 
he appealed to Behader Shah whether the conduct of this Government had 
not uniformly tended to cement the growing friendship between the Company 
and the Rajah of Napaul. The adjustment of all questions relative to 
boundaries and .the commercial intercourse between your territories and those 
of the Rajah, Captain Kirkpatrick next observed, were subjects upon which 
the English and Napaul Governments must necessarily feel themselves much 
interested, and which, he doubted not would soon be arranged to the mutual 
satisfaction of both. To this, Behader Shah gave general assurances of his 
good will towards the Company, and of his readiness to facilitate every commer- 
cial or other arrangement with, us on grounds equally advantageous and 
honorable for all parties, but that the season was fast approaching when the 
nature of the climate would obstruct all intercourse between Catmandu and 
the surrounding countries, and that the trade of Bouton and Thibet was at • 
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present totally suspended, owing to the late hostilities, and could not for some 
time be restored to its former channels. Captain Kirkpatrick knowing from 
the information which he had received from the Gooroo that his longer 
continuance in Napaul would not be agreeable to the Durbar , and thinking 
it most suitable to the dignity of this Government that the proposition for 
his returning to Bengal should originate with himself, availed himself of the 
approach of the unwholesome season as a pretext for soliciting permission to 
depart ; and after some general expressions of a desire that he should remain 
longer, a day was fixed for his audience of leave, which accordingly took place 
on die 24th of March. Bchadcr Shah renewed his former professions of 
friendship and attachment, and expressed some solicitude lest a future English 
Government should not exert themselves equally widi the present in main- 
taining the friendship newly formed with the Government of Napaul, to 
which lie received for answer that, as die maintenance of the Company’s true 
interests must always be the object of every English Government, and as the 
cultivation of a friendly intercourse widi Napaul was blended in an inumatc 
degree widi that object, he might be assured that dicrc never could be a 
British administration in India who would so far forget dicir duty as to act 
upon different principles. The deputation left Catmandu on the 24th of March, 
and experienced the utmost attention during tlicir passage dirough die Rajah’s 
territories. Captain Kirkpatrick is now returned to Calcutta. 

95. Aldiough every purpose that could have been wished has not been 
effected by this deputation owing to the state of the internal government of 
Napaul, yet it is of no small importance to us to have commenced an immediate 
intercourse with that Government, and to have had an opportunity of making 
observations on die manners of the people and die real situation of that 
country by the means of our own servants. 

96. We shall transmit to you, numbers in tile packet, copies of Captain 
Kirkpatrick’s letter to us dated the 19th of March, and of a paper containing 
the substance of a convcrsadon held by Moulavc Abdid Kauder on the part 
of Captain Kirkpatrick with die Rajah of Napaul on die 15th of the same 
month, in which the objects of the deputation were fully discussed and the 
wishes of the Rajah for a closer connection with the English Government at 
a future period clearly stated. 

97. We also send a letter from the Rajah to the Governor General expres- 

sing his regard for die English, and we shall add thereto 
C° %o 22d April, a translation of the Chinese letter mentioned in the 5th 
1 ' ‘ " paragraph of our dispatch by the Europe 13 , which 

Captain Kirkpatrick obtained at Napaul. 

98. Captain Kirkpatrick’s conduct upon diis mission met with our entire 
approbation, being sensible diat under the circumstances that occurred, and 
the state of things as he found them in Napaul, no one could have acquitted 
himself widi more ability, prudence, and circumspection. 

Assam. 

99. With our letter by the Melville Castle, dated the 29th of January, we 

transmitted a complete copy of our correspondence with Captain Welsh up to 
that time. ' 
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100. From that you will have learned that he had insisted on the dis- 
mission of the Rajah’s Ministers as jhe only probable means of restoring the 
country, even in the slightest degree, to order. 

101. The Rajah, after much hesitation and delay, at length signified 
on the 4th of February his consent to remove the Burra Burnt i 11 , and Cholla- 
derah Fogan 13 from their respective offices, and at the same time requested to 
see Captain Welsh. As a preliminary to any meeting, Captain Welsh sent him 
four articles, to which he expressed a desire that the Rajah should agree, and 
he gave him to understand that Ins conduct at a preceding interview had been 
so intemperate that he must decline further intercourse with him' until he 
promised to adopt such measures as might be pointed out to him for the 
benefit of himself and Ills subjects. 

102. To these articles, die. Rajah gave the readiest assent, and instantly 

dismissed die two - obnoxious Ministers from cadi of 
C ° nS1 ar .~No £ bru - w h° m a written engagement had been taken not to have 
aI ?, °" ‘ any communication with him, nor to interfere directly 

or indirccdy in die affairs of Assam. The Rajah had also summoned the 
different chiefs under his Government to meet Captain 
Ctmsn. 22d ^ Fcbru- Welsh, and concert sudi measures as may appear most 
ar>, o. . lively to obtain the objects of die deputation, die re- 
establishment of the internal tranquillity . of the. country,, and die opening 
of a free commercial intercourse between Assam and die Company’s 
provinces. 

'■ 103. The Rajah Kistna Narain at lengdi confided so far in Captain 
Welsh as to solicit his protection, and avows his intentions to obey the invita- 
tion sent to him, provided his personal safety were not endangered by his 
quitting his present situation. He received the strongest assurance of protec- 
tion and support ; and there was mudi reason to hope diat his presence would 
considerably facilitate the conclusion of any arrangements it might be neces- 
sary to make. The total want of confidence in the Rajah had as yet been the 
chief obstacle to the execution of the objects of the mission ; but when this was 
removed, and the people found that dierc was a prospect of die Government’s 
being finally settled, there was reason to hope that die trade might become 
both profitable and extensive. The regulations under which commerce had 
been carried on previous to die arrival of the detachment in Assam were sudi 
as must have oppressed, the merchants heavily without 
Cmisn^Uth March, producing any considerable revenue to the Rajah, owing 
to' the monopolizing spirit of the late Ministry, and to 
the frauds committed by them, as well in levying die duties as in paying the 
amount to their master. 

104. A new system of commercial regulations, of which we enclose a 
copy, has been laid before the Rajah by Captain Welsh, and received his 
Consn. Uth March, approbation. We have no doubt that it will prove 
Nos. 17-18. advantageous to both countries as soon as Assam shall 
C ° nSI No 18 12 Mardl ’ be in a state of sufficient tranquillity to admit of its 
Consn. 22d April, being carried into complete effect. But we have delayed 
No. 13. die publication of it, lest we might mislead the 

merchants, and encourage them to embark too deeply in a trade which must 
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be attended Vidi considerable hazard so long as die country remains in its 
present state. 

105. It being .apparent to us that, in proportion to die good effects hitherto 
derived to the Rajah and country of Assam from the presence of die detach- 
ment, die consequence of its immediate departure would be ruinous to your 

future trade, -we have instructed Captain Welsh to take 
Con -o 2 12 Apn1 ’ suc k measurcs as may appear most eligible to him for 
providing the necessary- stock of provisions to enable 
him to carry our orders on this head into execution, at the same 
time directing that a sufficient number of boats may be kept in 
readiness, should any unforseen event render it proper to recall 
him. The sepoys have accordingly been put into huts, and the 
proper measures taken to procure a plentiful and uninterrupted 
supply of grain and other articles necessary for the subsistence of 
die troops. 

106. The Rajah Kistna Narain, who had for some time been a fugitive 
in the mountains of Boutan, inspired with confidence by the letters from 
Captain Welsh, has descended from his retreat into the plains, and has soli- 
cited an interview with diat gendeman. He has also expressed a wish to 

_ become tributary to the Company for the territories held 

° nSI No. S 18 - 19 ?’ by his late father, who was put to death by Surgy Deo 16 

Consn. 10th May. . and deprived of Kamroop, which, as well as Derungh, 
had long been the property of his family. No answer has as yet been given to 
his request, and we do not yet know, how far it may be expedient to comply 
widi the terms of it. 

107. By a letter received from die Rajah of Assam, we find that he 

wished die detachment to remain in his country as the 
Consn. 10th May. only mode of enabling him to retain the Government, 
and remove the fatal effects of the anarchy and confu- 
sion, which, previous to die arrival of Captain Welsh, had prevailed in every 
part of his dominions. We have not yet come to any decision on die pro- 
priety of agreeing, or refusing to comply, widi this solicitation. 


Miscellanea. 


108. We have die pleasure to inform you that several of the ring-leaders 
of the disturbances, created in Assam by burkondosses 
from the Company’s territories, have been taken ; and 
we trust that the exertions daily used to repress ■ the 
incursions of these banditti will soon produce die desired 
effect. The wives and families of some of them, which 
had been sent to Cooch Beliar, and detained dicrc, have since been permitted to 
go to Gualparah, from whence the major part of them 
ConsnMst^May, h a d been taken, as the Commissioner at Cooch 
Behar imagined that a longer detention of them as 
prisoners might have been attended with perhaps fatal consequences to 
their health. 


Consn. 1st February, 
No. 20. 

4tb Do. 14. 
11th Do. 15.’ 
18 Do. 15. 
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109. The Rajah of Nagpoor having applied for a remission of the duties 

at Gyah in favor of Bagwunt Row Gopaul, one of his 
Consn. 15th March, confidential servants, together with 18 followers, the 
request was complied tyith. 

110. The Resident with Sindia having made a similar application 

in favor of Govind Naig, -who is related to Bhow 
Consn. 18th March, B uc kshy, we have directed that the requisition may be 
attended to. 

111. Ahlcah Bliaw [Ahalya Bat], in a letter to die. Governor Gcncr.il, 

requested a similar remission in favor of her , agent 

ns V i6 pn ’ Moheeput Row and 3000 followers, and orders have, in 
Consn. 26th April, consequence been given not to exact any duties from 
No ‘ 34 ; Moheeput and 1000 of his attendants. 

112. Having received information from the Collector of Ramgur that 
Consn. llth Febru- Rajah Ajeet Sing had entered the purgunnah Barwa, and 

ary. No. 18. was committing various depredations there, but that a 
temporary cessation of such unjustifiable conduct had taken place pn his 
Consn. 25th Febru-' application to Ragojee Bobsla, who, haying set 'up 
ary, No. 28 . '' a pretended claim to exact contributions from different 
zemindars in that purgunnah, has sent die troops thither to enforce 
Consn. 15th Febru-. diem, we instructed Major Farmer, whose assis- 
ary. No. 28. tance had been previously solidted by the Collector, to 
take such steps as seemed most eligible for the restoration of the 
• i 5 t h February, No. peace and government of the district. We also wrote 
14. to Ragojee desiring him to take proper measures to 

prevent a repetition of such outrages, and to compel die Soorgajah Rajah to 
Consn. 15th Febru- indemnify the -Zemindar of Barwa for the losses 
ary, No. 28. which he had sustained by die burning of his villages, 
and for . the catdc which had been forcibly ' taken away from the 
inhabitants. 

113. Considering diat die confidence and connection which is now fully 

established between this Government and die Mahrattas 
ConSt No ,8 J 3 March ’ have rendered the continuance of a Resident at Ballasorc 
any longer unnecessary, we have recalled Mr. Wilkinson, 
the late Resident at that place, and taken the necessary measures to prevent 
any interruption being given to the passage of the dawk through the Cuttack 
country. 

. We have the honor to bc,‘ 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

18tli May, 1793. • Your most faithful humble servants. 


(Per Tartar.) 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 1 AUGUST 1793 

News of the declaration of war against France received— Siege of Pondi- 
cherry began — Offer of help to the Dutch — Request for commissions to try 
prize cases. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
To the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Since we had the honor of addressing you in May last by the Tartar 
packet, events have occurred here which we think it necessary to acquaint you 
with by a packet overland. They will be mentioned briefly, a detailed account 
of our proceedings being to be sent at the end of this month or beginning of 
September by a sea conveyance. 

2. On the 2d June Lord Cornwallis received a letter dated the 19th of 
December, 1792, from Mr. Dundas, one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries 
of State, transmitting a copy of His Majesty’s speech to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, together with the addresses to the King thereupon, and apprizing His 
Lordship that in consequence of the particulars therein stated His Majesty had 
judged it necessary to make an augmentation of his forces by sea and land. 

3. On die 8di a letter was written by Lord Cornwallis to Sir Charles 
Oakely, your Governor at Fort St. George, informing him that, as there was 
every reason to believe from the accounts which had been brought by the ships 
lately arrived at Bombay that a war with France was inevitable, it was proper 
we should consider what steps ought to be taken on the notification of that 
event. The reduction of Pondicherry was stated as the principal object, and 
it was recommended diat previous arrangements should be concerted with 
your principal military officers on the Coast for the movement of the troops 
that we might be prepared to act when authorized by further information. 

4. It was also suggested that the Madras Government should, immediately 
upon receiving certain accounts of a war, send Colonel Floyd with a detach- 
ment of cavalry and infantry to encamp near Pondicherry with orders to cut 
off all supplies of provisions, to pick up stragglers, and destroy everything 
within his reach up to the gates. Lord Cornwallis at the same time wrote to 
the Commodore to request that he would, in the event of a war, either come 
or send a frigate to convey His Lordship to the Coast as soon as the season 
should admit of his getting out. of this river, provided that, at that time, any 
part of the naval force could be spared from more important operations. 

5. On the 11th of June we received from the Governor in Council at Fort 
St. George by the Drake cruizer, which had arrived there from Suez on the 
1st, copies of dispatches dated the 10th of April from Mr. Baldwin, His 
Majesty’s Consul at. Alexandria, with a detail of intelligence from Europe, noti- 
fying in positive terms that the French had declared war agaim T 'yl ’ and, - 
Holland on the 1st of February, 1793. He. held himself resp .-£■ " - ' ' 'al 
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truth of this intelligence ; and we determined to consider it, under the sanction 
Mr. Baldwin had given to it, as sufficiently authentic to warrant us in adopt- 
ing those measures that must have followed a regular official communication 
of the war. We therefore issued orders, which were effected without resistance, 
for taking possession of Chandernagore, and the several French factories in this 
country, and seizing the vessells here that carried the French flag. We either 
confined or put the subjects of France on their parole ; and we issued such 
commissions as were authorized by die Company’s charter in the form neces- 
sary to warrant the commanders of the country ships in acting against the 


enemy at sea. 

6. The Government of Madras immediately commenced the necessary 
preparations for the siege of Pondicherry, where Colonel 
Floyd, with a detachment consisting of the force men- 
tioned in the margin, arrived on the lith of July to 
blockade it on the land side, while the Commodore with 
His Majesty’s frigate the Minerva and three of your 
China ships, the Triton, Warley, and Royal Charlotte, 
are employed to prevent supplies from being imported 
by sea ; and the French factories of Karical and Yanam 
have been taken possession of by the officers of the 
Madras Government. The Commodore had . been at 


1 company of artil- 
lery & the lascars at- 
tached to it. 

5 brigades of 6 
pounders. 

His Majesty’s 19th 
Regiment of Dragoons 
& the 71 & 72 Regi- 
ment of Infantry. 

The Company's 6 , 8 
and 19 Native Batta- 
lions. 


Trincomali for the purpose of giving some repairs to the Minerva ; and having 
received at that place, on the 19th of June, the intelligence sent to him by the 
Madras Government of the war he left it on the 21st. 


•7. He arrived at Fort St. George on the 27th and having made arrange- 
ments for obtaining the assistance of the three Indiamcn he took his station 
in company with them on the 10th of July off Pondicherry. 

8. The place has from that time been completely blocked up by sea. A 
French frigate, believed to be the Sybelle , of 40 or 44 guns, appeared in the 
offing on the 14th and was for some time chased by the Commodore; but 
he was obliged to desist, lest he should be drawn too far from the main object 
of his attention. 


9. The French at Pondicherry have been busily employed in repairing 
and strengthening the fortifications, which arc now reported to be in a very 
good state of defence, and have lately received some supplies of military stores 
from die Islands. But we have reason to think from our information that the 
Europeans of all descriptions in the garrison are under one thousand, and that 
the native troops do not greatly exceed that number. The French naval force 
in India, however small, is still superior to ours, and we cannot but be very soli- 
citous for official advices from Europe to inform us what addition we may 
expect to it. Our latest intelligence is that there were at the Islands on the 
1st of June dircc or four frigates and a corvette. One of them is the Sybelle 
which has lately made her appearance on the Coast. 

10. There does not appear to be the smallest probability that Tippoo 
Sultaun or any other native power will assist the French during the present war. 

11. Lord Cornwallis is in hopes of being able to proceed to the Coast 
in ten or twelve days ; and we arc embarking five companies of artillery and 
12 of lascars to assist at the siege, with a battering train and other stores, in 
ships freighted to transport them. 
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12. Wc gave public notice of the war at diis place, and sent early intelli- 
gence of it to Fort Marlbro’, the Andamans and Prince of Wales Island, with 
directions to put those places in the best state of defence that circumstances 
would admit. We also directed the Bombay Government to take possession 
of all the French settlements within the bounds of that Presidency, but that 
no time might be lost in reducing Mahc, Lord Cornwallis, very soon after 
the intelligence of the war reached Bengal, sent orders at once to the Malabar 
Coast for that purpose. 

13. The Dutch at Chinsurali were likewise immediately informed of the 
declaration of war against .their nation as well as our own ; and although it 
could hardly be supposed that the people at Chandernagore, before we could 
take possession of it, would molest the Dutch, W’e thought it right to assure 
them, in that or any other case, die friendship and alliance subsisting between 
our Governments would secure to them every assistance from us .that they 
might require. 

14. At the beginning of last month wc received a letter from the Governor 
and Council at Cochin acquainting us with the danger to which they appre- 
hended that dtcy should be exposed in the event of an attack in their present 
defenceless situation by our common enemies die French, and requesting our 
assistance. It appeared to us very improbable .that die French at Mauritius 
would venture, or be in a condition, to make an attempt upon Cochin, or any 
other settlement of cidicr nation upon die continent of India; but, in order 
to guard against all possible contingencies, we sent instructions to the Com- 
manding Officer of the troops on the Malabar Coast, and advice diereof to 
the Bombay Government, to reinforce die garrison at Cochin, if the Governor 
and Council should make application to diat effect, widi as much dispatch as 
possible, with one battalion of Europeans or, if more convenient for the service, 
widi one battalion of native troops and four or five companies of Europeans, 
provided he should receive assurances from the Government of Cochin that 
the magazines of that place, widi die assistance of such fresh provisions as they 
might be able to secure, could supply die whole garrison for at least three 
mondis, and unless he should, from circumstances with which we could not 
be acquainted, have reason to believe that the safety of your establishments 
on the Malabar Coast would be most imminently endangered by his com- 
pliance with the application. 

15. Much inconvenience being to be expected during the war if com- 
missions for hearing and determining prize causes should not be sent out to 
die Supreme Court of Judicature here, and to the Mayor’s Courts of Madras 
and Bombay, authorizing die condemnation of prizes in die same manner 
as in the British plantations in America and the West Indies, we beg leave to 
submit to you the expediency of obtaining and transmitting those commissions 
to India as soon as possible. Wc also request diat your Solicitor may be desired 
to furnish you for the use of your Governments with the most approved prece- 
dents he can meet with of proceedings in prize causes, no instance being to 
be found, as far as wc arc advised, of any condemnation or even of any prize 
causes having been instituted to die present time. 


Fort William, 

1st of August, 1793. 
[Overland.) 


We have the honor to be, 


Your .most f ai'- 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 13 AUGUST 1793 

Improvement of the defences of the ceded countries in the South — Siege 
of Pondicherry : help rendered by the Nawab of Arcot — Strict neutrality in 
the Gaikwad family disputes — The Nizam : loans' to Sindia ; alleged treason 
of Malik Isa with Tipis backing; unwise interference in Karntil ; offer of aid 
to the Company in the war — Victory of Sindia over Nana Phadnis in the Pant 
Sachiv affair— Negotiations about the Treaty of Guarantee : Peshwa’s counter- 
proposals — Tipu : payment of the second instalment of the war indemnity ; 
border disputes to be settled by arbitration ; no English prisoners in Mysore — 
Virtual peace between Sindia and Holkar — Fall in revenues and increasing 
financial difficttlties of Sindia — Some improvement in Oudh administration— 
Peace re-established in Assam — Capture of Chandernagore and appointment 
of Birch as Superintendent: policy to be pursued in conquered French Settle- 
ments — Cornwallis departure to the South to supervise the siege of 
Pondicherry. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honorable the Court of Directors for the affairs of the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to die East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our advices from this Department by the Tartar packet were dated- 
the 18th of May, 1793, and the detail which we have now the honor to lay 
before you will commence with such occurrences as have happened since the 
departure of that vessel. 

Fort St. George and Bombay, the Nabob Nizam Ally Khan, 
the Mahrattas, and Tippoo Sul taint. 

Fort St. George. 

2. We were acquainted by the Governor in Council at Fort St. George 

that the disturbances in the Guntoor had again com- 
Conj 'xo 4 10 Iay ’ mcnccd and diat a body of plunderers to die number 

of three thousand under the command of a freebooter 
named Mhccr Imaum suddenly passed die Kistna on the 22d of April, and 
took possession of the fort of Timry Cottah, which they plundered. 

3. His Highness die Nabob requested from the Madras Government 
immediate assistance to restore peace to the Palnaud District 1 , and quiet the 

fears of the inhabitants who had been alarmed and had 
C ° nSI No ^ Iny ' suffered much from the depredations of those people ; 

and application was in consequence made to Colonel 
Brathwaitc, the Commanding Officer, for his opinion as to the number of troops 
to be employed to retake the fort and punish die plunderers who had captured 
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it;' but before any troops could be detached from Ongole to effect these pur- 
poses intelligence was received from the Officer Com- 

C ° nS Nos? 4 l d -20 May ’ mandin g at diat P lace that Ae banditte had evacuated 
Timry Cottah and that the guns had not been carried 
off. Effectual measures have since been taken to prevent a repetition of 
similar depredations, and a remonstrance on the subject of the outrage has 
been made on die part of the Madras Government to the Nizam, to whom the 
principal of diesc insurgents is more or less subject. 

4. In the 26di paragraph of our letter by the Tartar a , we acquainted you 
with an application we had received from the Madras Government for our 
concurrence in the arrangements they had proposed for establishing their 
frontiers to die westward, referring us, at the same time, to a letter from 
Colonel Brathwaitc, and a report from their Chief Engineer concerning the 
forts in die ceded countries. We had also the honor of laying before you (by 
the same conveyance! die answer which we had sent at the recommendation 
of Lord Cornwallis to this reference. 

5. Colonel Brathwaitc, in a subsequent letter to the Governor in Council, 
stated it to be his opinion, as well as that of Captain Read, whose local infor- 
marion of the country was undoubted, diat the natural strength of the districts 
in question was such as to make die forts unnecessary. Yielding to the pro- 
fessional knowledge of bodi these officers, and being very desirous of avoiding 
(as far as might be consistent with the safety of die Company’s possessions) 
any increase of cxpcncc, we were induced to alter our former determination ; 
and Lord Cornwallis wrote to Colonel Brathwaite to acquaint him that we had 
done so. 

6. His Lordship’s letter was expressed in the following terms: — "When I 
gave it as my opinion to the Governor of Fort St. George that it would not be 

adviseablc to demolish any of the inferior forts in the 
Consort June, country that were of sufficient strength to resist an 
immediate assault, I conceived that those forts, like some 
of the Carnatic forts in die former wars, and those of a similar description in 
the country of Mysore in the last war, would afford considerable protection to 
the persons and property of the inhabitants in the event of a predatory incur- 
sion; that diey would occasion very litde expence to the Company as they 
might be garrisoned principally by invalids ; and that no material ill conse- 
quence was to be apprehended even if they should fall into the enemy’s hands, 
as no native troops would venture to stand an assault from us in such posts, 
and we should immediately recover the possession of them, as soon as our 
troops had time to assemble, and were capable of acting in the field. The 
concurrent testimony of yourself and Captain Read assures me that the 
strength of the country is alone sufficient to protect the inhabitants &ca. under 
the circumstances which I had supposed, and that it is not possible to garrison 
those forts with invalids. I submit therefore to the authority of opinions 
formed from local knowledge, arid shall recommend to the Government of 
Fort St. George to adopt the plan for the demolition of those forts which you 
have proposed.” 

7. In die 27di paragraph of our last 'letter we acquainted''*"* "IHc ■ ». %1 e 

Court that we had signified 'our readiness to 'a • "" 

/ ■' 
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ment raising two additional battalions, and we had requested that if they 
should be desirous of the immediate adoption of the measure, they would call 
on the commanding officer of the troops for a plan, to he transmitted to us, 
of' the mode he would propose of levying and forming such additional force. 

8. This plan was in consequence submitted to us, and, at the recommen- 

dation of Lord Cornwallis, we acceeded to the mode 
C ° nSI Nos 7 3 1 4 5 UnC ’ su S? estec * b y Colonel Brathwaite. The situation of 
0 ' ’ ' affairs immediately previous to the arrival of die intelli- 

gence that war in Europe had been actually declared appearing to the 
Government at Fort St. George to justify the immediate 
Consn. 21st June, execution of die measure, orders were issued for making 
No. 3. . the drafts according to the plan pointed out by the 

Commanding Officer. 

9. These and other military preparations having induced the Governor 
of Pondicherry to suppose that hostilities were meditated by die Government 

at Fort St. George against the French settlements, he 
Consn^o 28 th June, addressed a letter on the 7th of June, 1793, to Sir Charles 
. Oakely in the following terms: — "The harmony and 

good understanding which exist between our respective nations appear to me 
to authorize the steps which I have the honor to take in respect to you; I learn 
that preparations for war are making at -Madras; and as I have not received 
any official intelligence on this subject, and as they give great uneasiness to the 
inhabitants of Pondicherry, permit me to request you will inform me, if 
possible, what may be the reasons which occasion this armament. It is not, 
Sir, that I desire to penetrate the secrets of your nation ; but circumstances 
require diat, on my part, I should solidt from your candour the cause of a 
rupture so unexpected, and which comes so mal a propos to disturb the good 
faith which exists between the subjects of Great Britain and the French who 
inhabit this part of the world. I expect, Sir, from your generosity a sincere 
explanation on this point, and be assured, whatever may be the reason of it, it 
will only add to the sentiments of esteem which J have ever entertained for 
the English nation.” 

10. To this requisition an. answer was transmitted by Sir Charles 
Consn. 28th June, Oakeley, who declined in civil terms to give the 

No. 20. information desired by Colonel Chermont. 

11. The Governor General, on the 8th of June, in consequence of a letter 
received by His Lordship from the Right Honorable Mr. Dundas, one of His 
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, acquainting him that His Majesty had 
thought proper to make considerable additions to his forces, both by sea and 
land, recommended to Sir Charles Oakeley that, as a war seemed highly pro- 
bable, a corps of observation should be immediately formed under the com- 
mand of Colonel Floyd for the purpose of intercepting supplies, and cutting 
off all communication between Pondicherry and the country ; and he likewise 
desired that all previous arrangements should be made for assembling a suffi- 
cient force, and for being prepared in every respect to besiege that place in 
the event of the commencement of hostilities between Great Britain and France. 

12. On the 1st of June the Government at Fort Sr. George received 
intelligence, by the Drake cruizer, from Mr. Baldwin at Cairo that war had 
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been declared against Great Britain by tire French on the first of February 
1793 ; and although this information was not attended by any official communi- 
cation from England, yet as Mr. Baldwin had rendered himself responsible 
for the truth of it, the Governor in Council at Fort Saint George could hot 
think himself justified in delaying the necessary measures till a more formal 
notification arrived, as the French would be enabled in the meantime to make 
such arrangements for the protection of their settlements as might prolong 
die siege of Pondicherry to die period at which the monsoon commonly sets 
in on the Coromandel Coast. 

13. Under these circumstances recourse was had to Colonel Brathwaite, 
die Commanding Officer of the troops, and his opinion was desired as to the 
steps proper to be taken to ensure die reduction of Pondicherry. - 

14. Colonel Brathwaite laid before the Governor in Council a statement 
of the force that appeared to him necessary to ensure the capture of the place, 
and recommended die measures which he deemed proper for the protection 
of die Company’s territories against die incursions of poligars or others who 
might wish to avail dicmselvcs of any temporary diminution of the number 
of die troops that had been cantoned in different districts. 

15. The Government of Fort St. George gave dieir assent to the plan 
proposed, and we also concurred widi it. 

16. Among other steps suggested by Colonel Brathwaite, that of forming 

8th of Tunc an arm y observation (a measure also advised in 

to Fort J St. C ’ George. Lord Cornwallis’s letter of the 8th of June) was mentioned 
[Consn.l 21 st June, a s necessary, as die corps of which it should consist were 

P^ 0 ' proposed by him to be placed under the command of 

Colonel Flyod, and to proceed immediately into the neighbourhood of Pondi- 
cherry, keeping at a sufficient distance from die place to prevent surprize in 
a night march, and at the same time so near that any supplies should not be 
dirown into the town from die adjacent country. 

17. Tile force under Colonel Floyd, consisting of Captain Carlisle’s com- 
pany of artillery, and the lascars attached to it, five brigades of 6 pounders, 

His Majesty’s 19th Regiment of Light Dragoons, the 
C°nsn^ o 15th July, Honorable Company’s 4th Regiment of Cavalry, His 
' ° Majesty's 71st and 72nd Regiments, and the Company’s 

6th, 8th and 19di Native Battalions, took up their ground in the vicinity of 
Chingleput, to which place large quantities of stores had been forwarded. 
Orders were at the same time sent to the other corps of which die army was 
to be composed to advance by the nearest routes to Pondicherry, and a sufficient 
detachment was thrown into Cuddalore for the protection of that place against 
an attempt on the part of the French, should they meditate anything more 
than a defensive war. 

18. It appearing to the Government at Fort St. George most advisable 
to provide for the transportation of all the artillery and stores by land as it 
was uncertain when a safe conveyance for them by sea could be procured, and 

that the risk of difficulty of landing so large a quantity 
Consn. 15th July, 0 £ heavy articles on the Coast was very great, they 
1 resolved to send them in that manner ; and the service was 

accomplished without retarding the commencement of the siege by the exertions 
of the officers employed in that very essential branch of the equipment. 
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19. We shall transmit, as numbers in the packet, copies of tiie letters 
received from the Officer Commanding in Permacoil, containing the intelli- 
gence he had been able to procure concerning the state of Pondicherry, together 
with copies of the letters from Colonel Floyd, during the time he was en- 
camped near that place, previous to Colonel Braithwaite’s taking the command 
of the army. 

20. On the 26th of June, Commodore ..Cornwallis, who had been at 

Trincomali for die repair of His Majesty’s frigate the Minerva, arrived at 
Madras. .... 

21. The intentions of this Government had been communicated to him 
relative to attacking the French settlements: and it appearing to His Excel- 
lency of much importance to intercept such supplies as might be thrown into 
Pondicherry by sea, he delivered it as Ins opinion to the Governor in Council 
at Fort Saint George, that the three China ships (die Triton, Warley and 
Royal Charlotte) then at Madras might be of considerable' use in effecting 
this purpose until the arrival of ships of force from Europe. It was accordingly 
agreed to put them under His Excellency’s orders as - soon as they could be got 
readv. The Governor in Council at Madras requested that the ships, might 
not be detained longer than was absolutely necessary, and that when their 
sendees could - be dispensed with, die Commodore would direct their- com- 
manders to proceed in company on their original destination. 

22. We send, as numbers in die packet, copies of all letters received from 
Commodore Cornwallis since die commencement of die preparations for 
blockading Pondicherry. 

23. The Governor General having declared it to he his intention to 
proceed to die Coast, and take die command of the troops in person, a letter 
was sent to the Government at Fort St. George, to acquaint diem with that 
intention ; and Lord Cornwallis wrote to Colonel Brathwaite in the following 
terms: 

“I have already notified to the Government of Fort St. George diat, 
although it is my intention to repair as soon as possible to Madras, I would not 
wish the attack of Pondicherry to be delayed for a 
Consn^o -Sth June, moment as soon as you are assured of a sufficient 
supply of artillery, stores, and provisions to enable you 
to carry on the siege with unremitted vigor ; and I trust from your letter that 
there will not be so much difficulty in conveying by land the apparatus neces- 
sary for so considerable an undertaking as I was at first inclined to suspect. 

“I have only to add diat, as the time of my arrival on die Coast must be 
in some degree uncertain, I shall, in the meantime, rely with confidence on 
your experience for conducting the military operations with judgement and 
activity, and for preserving the army in strict and regular discipline, and I 
shall also trust that you will avoid unnecessary appointments of every kind and 
exert the utmost vigilance to prevent waste and peculation in all the public 
departments.” 

24. Our proceedings of the annexed date contain copies of letters addressed 
to the Government at Fort St. George by the Resident at Ingcram and the 
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Chief and Council at Masulipatam relative to the capture of the French factory 
at Yanam, and of a French vessel which die Resident 
c onsn^5th J ul y, had reason to believe was prepared to facilitate a plan 
conducted by a French gentleman, brother to the 
Governor of Yanam, for seizing the Company’s treasure and other property at 
Coringa. 


Nabob of Arcol. 


25. On the 2nd of June a letter was received by the Governor of Madras 

from the Nabob Walaw Jah, offering his assistance 
00115 No ^f 1 ^ UnC ’ ( s ^ould war have been declared against the French) in 
issuing orders to his naibs to prevent the sale of provi- 
sions in liis districts to die enemy, and in procuring a considerable supply of 
draft and carriage bullocks for the use of the army. 

26. To this an answer was sent by Sir Charles Oakeley, on the 4th of 
June, acquainting the Nabob that die Government at Fort St. George would 
widi pleasure avail themselves of His Highness’s offer, and that the chief 
wants would be of provisions and draft catde, for both of which due payment 
would be made to die proprietors ; and diat it was particularly the wish of the 
Governor in Council that plentiful bazars should be provided for the troops 
and followers when dicy assembled in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry. 
Sir Charles Oakeley likewise approved of the steps taken to prevent the French 
from drawing supplies out of the Nabob’s districts, and communicated his 
intention to give orders to the same effect to the servants of the Company 
residing on the seacoast to the southward of the garrison. 

27. In a second letter, dated die 7th of June, 1793, the Nabob informed 

the Governor diat orders had been sent for collecting 
C°"s- o 28th June, bullocks and provisions for the use of the army, that on 
1 ' account of die draught which had existed in the country 

he was apprehensive that much grain could not be procured but that whatever 
could be got should be obtained. 


28. His Highness wrote in terms nearly similar to the Governor General, 

' , adding a request that certain districts described by him, 

No. 10. and to which he asserted that he had a claim, might, m 

Consn. 29th July, the event of die capture of Pondicherry, be given up to 
No ‘ 2 * him. He also expressed a hope that, as this was a war 

between Europeans, the article in the treaty which says diat “when war breaks 
out, die collections of the Carnatic shall be entrusted to 
17th June, No. 3. jjjg English during die continuance of such war,” might 
not be put in force, but diat the revenues should be left under the manage- 
ment of the officers to whom he had entrusted them. 

29. To His Highness’s expressions of civility and good wishes for the 
success of the English arms, a suitable answer was returned, expressing our 
sense of his attachment to the interests of his friends and allies — the Company, 

and referring him for an answer on the other points 
Consn^ 28th June, mentioned in his letter of the 15th of June to Lord 
J ‘ Cornwallis, who was preparing to set off for Madras. He 

was at the same time assured that we were not at any time desirous of adopting 
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measures repugnant to Ms wishes, and that wc were anxious only in ‘the steps 
we might pursue to provide effectually for the mutual security of IBs Highness 
and the English Government. 

30. At the time tMs offer was originally made by the Nabob, although 
we had much reason to believe that he would exert Mmself, we still thought 
that his success was very uncertain, and we recommended to the Government 
at Fort St. George to take other effectual steps for procuring a certain, regular 
and ample supply of grain and provisions for the use of the troops. 

31. Subsequent letters from His Highness, wMch were in answer to those 
written to Mm by Sir Charles Oakeley stating the precise quantities and kinds 
of provisions that would be wanted, evinced the justness and propriety of this 

precaution; and we had also the pleasure of observing 
l ^ at the Government at Fort St. George had early dircct- 
ed their Commissary General to purchase all the gram 
that could be procured in the districts near Pondicherry as well as to make 
purchases in the Tanjore country. 

32. The Governor General, from Ms own experience in the late war as to 
the most efficacious mode of procuring supplies, suggested to IBs Highness that 
the remitting all taxes upon articles sent through Ms country to the camp 
bazars, while we should on our parts remit not only the taxes usually levied 
in the Company’s territories, but those that are included under the head of 
bazar duties, and the taking measures also for encouraging Ms subjects to 
send provisions to camp, would be more likely to attain the objects we had in 
view than any other means His Highness could adopt. 

33. We have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Nabob has paid the 

r . _ i full amount of one year’s hist amounting, with the 

nsn Ko. 10. pesheush from the polygars, to star pagodas 15,21,105. 


Rajah of Tanjore. 

34. In the 18th paragraph of our letter by the Tartar wc informed 
your Honorable Court of the instructions we had sent to the Government at 

Fort St. George to restore to the Rajah of Tanjore the 
Consn. 1st July, management of his country. In conformity with these 
1 °* * instructions, measures were taken for reinstating him 

on the 12th of July after he had signed the treaty and promised a strict 
adherence to its several stipulations. 

35. We transmitted some questions to the Bengal and Benares pundits, 
relative to the laws of inheritance, succession, and adoption amongst die 
Hindoos, as far as they appeared applicable to the case of Serfojcc, the child 
who was adopted by the late Rajah of Tanjore, and is to succeed to the 
Government of the Raja, should his immediate successor, the present Rajah, 
die without issue. 

36. Wc have received the answers, and have ordered translations to he 
made of them. 




Sarbkoji, Raja of Tanjore 
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Bombay. 

37. The general system for die government of die ceded countries on the 
Malabar Coast was detailed in our last letter; and though from die various 
and complicated discussions diat must necessarily precede the formation of 

Consn 24 tli Mnv an V codc > ntcr i° r regulation, these have not yet been 
No. si. * fully arranged. We have neverdieless mudi reason to 
hope, from the information conveyed to us by Sir Robert 
Abcrcromby, that diey were, upon his departure from Bombay, in such a 
state of forwardedness that they might soon be expected to take effect. The 
mild and proper conduct of the Commissioners had tended not a litde to 
reconcile the Rajahs to a measure so necessary for the peace of the province 
and ultimately to tlicir own happiness. They had been made fully acquainted 
widi die extent of the rights obtained by die Company, their sovereignty in 
the province, and the intention to institute courts of justice on a plan s imil ar 
to those existing in your other territories. 

38. A Bombay vessel, on her return from Bengal, having been taken by 
the Subadar of Ghcriali under die pretext of her not having had the usual 
pass from this Government, notice of die seizure was sent to the Governor in 

Council ; and as it was found diat a pass had been given 
C ° nS, No ^l* 1 ' ^ UnC ’ ^ or l * lc vcssc ^> immediate application was made to the 
Mahratta Government to issue orders for restoring her, 
which, after much discussion, was agreed to on the 28th of May. 

39. In the S3 paragraph of our dispatches by the Tartar we briefly 
mentioned the steps that had been taken at Poonali relative to the disputes 
about die Gaickwar territory. After the fdiat] time Monajec Row, the present 
possessor of the Government, addressed a letter to die Governor in Council at 
Bombay requesting assistance from the English, should the Court of Poonali 
persist in dieir apparent intention of putting his brother Govind Row in his place 
as Regent during the life of tlicir elder brother who was insane. Monajee 
founded his claim on the article of the treaty concluded between his brother 
Futty Sing and General Goddard. We have, however, upon mature delibera- 
tion, directed the Governor in Council at Bombay to return a civil answer to 
Monnajec, at die same time firmly declining to take any part in the contest in 
which he is at present involved. 

40. We beg leave to refer to our proceedings of the annexed date, as 
Consn 5th Tul containing the different papers which will tend to elu- 

Nos. 25, 26, 27 i cidatc this subject, and a full account of the steps which 
28, 29, 30, 31. the Poonah Government and Mahajce Sindia had taken 
to facilitate or retard the views of eidier of die brothers as communicated by 
Sir Charles Malet to the Government at Bombay. 

41. We have the honor to lay before you, numbers in the packet, copies of 
letters received by the Governor in Council at Bombay from the Resident and 

Factors at Bussorah, and copies of all the papers that 
C°- o 15jh July, accompanied those letters, concerning the removal of 
the factory from Bussorah to the Island of Canrack until 
the Bashaw should think proper to make reparation for the insults offered to 
Great Britain in die persons of her subjects as a sense of the injury he must 
sustain in consequence of the removal of the British trade to another port 
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might induce him to offer. We shall not go into any detail on this subject 
as that you will doubdcss have long since been made acquainted, not only 
with the occurrences that gave rise to the disputes and attended die intercourse 
with the Bashaw upon it, but with the actual departure of the Resident and 
Factors from Bussorah. ... 

42. The intelligence received from Mr. Baldwin, and transmitted both 
from hence and Madras, was received at Bombay on die twentieth of June ,* 
and it appearing to the Governor in Coundl at that 
n °* ' Presidency that there could not be a doubt as to the 

existence of the war with France, orders were issued to Lieutenant Colonel 
Hardy to take possession of the French settlement at Mahi ; and die' Chief 
and Council at Surat were directed to secure die French 
Ju y, o. 15. Resident at diat place, and send him and the other 
French inhabitants as prisoners to Bombay, whenever the season permitted. 
Instructions to send a force against Mahi had been previously given to 
Lieutenant Colonel Hardey by Lord Cornwallis. 

Nizam. 


43. The motives of the Nizam's march to Bider continue to be as mudi 
unexplained as when we last had the honour of addressing you. His Minister 
Azeem U1 Omrali has formally disavowed any hostile intentions against the 
Maratta Government, nor has any movement on the part of Sindia evinced 
that the Nizam’s Minister had persuaded his master to move to Bider in 
consequence of any preconcerted plan between himself and the Marratta Chief. 
We have the pleasure to add that this explanation given by Sir Charles Malet 
to Nana Furnavcse appears to have removed die jealousy which (we advised 
you by the Tartar) die Nizam’s resolution to proceed to Bidder had excited 
at , the Court of Poona, and induced the Pcshwa to suspend those preparations 
which on the first opinion of His Highness’s design indicated to be made. 


44. His Highness, however, notwithstanding die insalubrity of die situa- 
tion, and the deficiency of water at Bider' gave orders, in compliance with the 
wishes of Azim TJ1 Omrah, for continuing die army at that place. Urged by 

his dislike to Balajec Pundit, Azim U1 Omrah has sup- 
nth July, No. 6. pii c d Sindia liberally with money, in return for his 
promised assistance in removing the present administration at Poonah ; but 
Sindcah appears to be cither unwilling or unable to fulfill his engagements, 
and having received the money has intimated to Azim U1 Omrah the necessity 
of waiting for a more favourable opportunity to effect the object to which he 
has already sacrificed so much. • * ■ 

45. In addition to the sum of thirty lacks of rupees advanced by Azim 
Ul Omrah to Sindia, lie is said to be preparing a further sum of four or five 
lacks to be applied in die same way ; and though repeated declarations have 
liecn made by Sir John Kcnnnway to the Minister of our fixed resolution not 

to support him in these schemes suggested by his antbi- 
Consn. 19th July, jj on> an( ] that the steps lie is taking must unavoidably 
1N ’ 1 ' engage his master in a quarrel with the Mahratta 

Government, it is very possible that nrt considerations will check him in die 
career he is running, and that nothing short of a firm and solid reconciliation 
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between him and the Poona Minister, founded on an adjustment of their 
mutual differences, will re-establish the harmony between the two States. 

46. Balajec Pundit, it is reported, has, in return for the inim ical conduct 

of Azim U1 Omrali, instigated Ragojee Booslah to plun- 
C ° nS No *6 ^ ^ cr somc ^ lc Nizam’s villages in order to create a 

coolness between die latter and the Peshwah. 

47. We further understand His Highness has resolved to punish Ragojee, 
who is a dependant of die Mahratta Government, without any previous appli- 
cation for redress to the Peshwah; and tills will probably be considered at 
Poonah as an infraction of the engagements at present existing between the 
two Courts. 

48. His Highness having intimated his design of proceeding against the 
Booslah unless satisfaction could be obtained by die mediation of the Com- 
pany, he was acquainted by Mr. Stuart, Assistant to Sir John Kennaway, and 

now widi His Highness at Bider, “that however inclined 
C ° nS No 2 g ^ u1 *’ diis Government might be to aid His Highness, the 
principles on which our conduct and Government were 
founded did not admit of such an interference ; that being at peace with all 
die powers in India and desirous of continuing so, we could not preserve this 
system if we were to become mediators at die request of one party, as that 
would in fact be declaring war against die other ; much less could we so far 
depart from our professions and maxims of Government were we in a hostile 
manner to second die claims of any power by joining in the attack of a 
potentate with whom die English were at peace.” 

49. By die treachery of a person employed, several papers purporting to 
be letters between Tippoo and Mulik Essau, who is subject to die Nizam’s 
Government, have been put into the hands of Azim U1 Omrah. In these 
letters Mulik Essau is assured of protection and support against his sovereign, 
if lie would acknowledge Tippoo as his superior, and deliver up the districts 
entrusted to his care to die Mysore Government. 

50. This has caused somc disturbance at die Court of Hyderabad; but 
as several of the papers seem to be forgeries, and as at all events the channel 

.by which they have been received is one that should be 
c 9 n6I ^o 2 j 9 2 tl1 distrusted, measures have been taken to induce Mulik 

J ' " Essau to go to Court ; and upon his arrival the Minister, 

it is imagined, will take effectual steps to ascertain the truth in an affair of so 
much moment to Ills master. 

51. The Minister continued for a considerable time to press the Nizam’s 
claims on Kurnoul with the same perseverance that had been shewn previous 
to our last advices on tills subject ; nor did repeated refusals on our part to 
interfere between the Nizam and Tippoo produce any other effect on Azim 
ul Omrah dian to induce a repetition of his request that we should alter our 
resolution. 

52. In addition to the arguments he had urged for die purpose of obtain- 

ing our mediation, he some time since declared that, 
C °” S No ^ 14 * ^ UnC ’ unt ^ tf*® object of his master’s wishes relative to the 
adjustment of die Kurnoul business was obtained, he 
should withhold his concurrence from .the conclusion of the Guaranty Treaty. 
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53. In consequence of this intimation the Governor General directed the 
Resident at Hydrabad to remind the Minister that the proposition for a 

Guarantee Treat)- did not originate with Lord Cornwallis, 
Consi ^- o ^ unc? but that it was made to His Lordship by Hurry Punt 
and Azim ul Omrah himself, previous to the separation 
of the confederate armies; that His Lordship had then observed that it 
would be difficult to adjust a matter of so much nicety in die hurry of a 
camp life; and that it would be more adviseable to defer the consideration 
of it untill all parties should be quietly settled at their respective homes. 

54. Lord Cornwallis considered himself, therefore, as peculiarly called 
upon to bring forward a business that had been postponed at his request, 
and, feeling himself at all times anxious to manifest his desire of strengthen- 
ing and cementing the union amongst the confederate powers, sketched out 
a draft of a Guarantee Treaty, having for its basis the Treaties of Hydrabad 
and Poonah, and consisting of distinct articles of stipulation, which His Lord- 
ship believed would be satisfactory to all parties ; and, in so doing, he conceived 
that he was complying with the wishes of our Allies, and particularly with 
those of His Highness the Nizam as well as of his Minister. 

55. If, however. His Lordship had so far mistaken the intentions of 
Azecm ul Omrah that instead of a Guarantee Treaty of a most strictly defen- 
sive nature, he supposed that die Company was to be bound to support him 
in his wild views of ambition, and in projects which he would not have ventured 
to have thought of before his head was turned by the successful event of .die 
war, the Resident was instructed to notify to him that the Governor General 
had not the least desire to press a Guarantee Treaty upon him; and relin- 
quishing all further discussion upon that subject, the Resident was to deliver 
die explanation of the defensive article in the existing treaties according to 
former orders, and, at the same time, to express in the clearest terms, that 
die Governor General did not consider himself engaged to defend any part 
of His Highness’s territories, if die attack should be occasioned by the prose- 
cution of his ill-founded claims upon Kuraoul. 

56. By recent advices from Hydrabad, we have reason to imagine that 
die Minister will not adhere to his declaration relative to not signing the 
treaty, as, in a subsequent communication with the Resident, when it was 
represented to the Nizam that, if His Highness chose to accede to the treaty 
at all, it was expedient lie should do so without delay, or as soon as an answer 
should be received concerning it from Poonah, Sir John Kcnnaway was led 
to hope from the Minister’s conversation on the subject that no material 
objection would be made to concluding the business without urging the stipu- 
lation relative to Kumoul. 

57. This opinion was further strengthened by another occurrence. Azcem 
Ul Omrah had proceeded so far as to take a promissory note for 15 lacks of 
rupees from Alif Khan, one of the sons of the late Nabob, as a consideration, 

it was generally supposed, for being invested with the 
Con5l V. J u b'» Government of Kumoul, which had formerly been 

" *’ H granted to his brother; but on a representadon being 
made to His Highness of the tendency such a step must have to involve him 
in a dispute with Tippoo, and the certainty of his not receiving any assistance 
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from tlic Company in sudi a ease, His Highness declared his intention of 
desiring Alif Khan to settle with Tippoo as his father had done, and that when 
Rundullah Khan (Alif Khan’s uncle and Minister) arrived, as he was expected 
to do in a short time, His Highness would arrange the matter fully with him, 
and also enjoin Syed ud Dowlali, who had been dispatched to negodate this 
affair with Tippoo’s vacheels at Madras, to return immediately. 

58. The Nizam, on the receipt of the Governor General’s letter informing 
His Highness of the war in Europe, signified his readiness to support the 
Company, if they should desire his assistance, with die aid of his Govern- 
ment against the French, accompanying his offer widi many expressions of 
regard for the interests of the English nadon. 

59. Application having been made to die Resident at Hyderabad by 
Mccr Allum for an exemption from duties on goods from Benares, stating 

dial aldiough the surplus of them was intended for sale, 
Consn^24th May, yet that the greatest part was for the purpose of supply- 
’ ing the wants of die Minister and his own family, the 

application was complied with. 


Marattas. 

60. You arc acquainted by our last dispatches with die steps that had 
been taken at die Court of Poonali relative to the Scychoon, whose cause had 
been so warmly espoused by Mahajec Sindea. The Minister, after an in- 
effectual struggle, was compelled to yield either to the power or the address 
of Sindea, and die latter has since carried his point in reinstating the Scychoon 
in the full possession of his rights. 

61. Tippoo Sultaun having on some occasions mentioned his suspicions 
that die Pesliwa encouraged and protected persons who are in the habit of 
committing depredations, and exciting disturbances on his frontier, and having 
specified, in particular, Annagoondy as one of the places at which the excess 
complained of had happened, Sir Charles Malet, by our desire, applied to 
the Poonah Government on the subject. The Minister not only denied any 
knowledge of the circumstances, but, as die best proof of his sincerity, expressed 
liis desire diat Tippoo might punish as he pleased any persons who, abusing 
the name of die Mahratta State or any of its members, committed distur- 
bances in liis country. 

62. We have already acquainted you with die reason diat has hitherto 
prevented die execution of the Guarantee Treaty by the Nizam. In addition 
to diis a new and unexpected obstacle has arisen on the part of Behroo 
Punt, who at first delayed to make any and then gave an unsatisfactory and 
undecided answer to an application from the Resident at Poonah on the 
subject of die treaty. 

63. He, however, at die same time, delivered to Sir Charles Malet a note 

expressive of the sense in which the Mahratta Govern- 
Con^ 8th July, nient already received the article included in the Treaty 
of Poonah relative to the engagements for the mutual 
defence of the contracting parties, which coincided so nearly with the terms 
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of tin: tieaty ptopnscd, f Ii:it we fvlt no imlittatiuu to press tin: cxctmion of any 
,, „ rt , , , additional stipulation to tht* same effect to which the 

No. I.’. Mahratta (antrt might he averse; but «r directed the 

C-ottM). 1 Atijpot* Ut-nitlcni to intimate that, although the dc< larntion of 
* s,h **' the Durbar was nearly tantamount to the stipula- 

tion of the treaty itself, vrt, an the latter tended more directly to specify 
and simplify the objects of the alliance, it would lie particularly acceptable to 
this Government to see them adopted. 


64. In answer to this representation by Sir Charles Male! the Minister 
declared that it was both bin and the Court of PooiinhY sincere wi»h to art 

in the most perfect harmony with this Government : 
Augti’t, ,) u . declaration which he had given on the subject 
of the Treaty of Guarantee had l>cen made conformable 
to that disposition, hut that a>. it was not entirely satisfactory to u* he would 
give the article', thetmclvc'. a rrmtiMifctatinn, and aftrr diverting them of 
mine obscurity which he Mivprctrtl had proceeded from their passing through 
the idiom of so many different languages he would communicate hi*. senti- 
ment* further upon them. 

65. The Minister having informed Sir Charles Malrt that he had 
received information that the Nizam was increasing hiv levies ami that he 
hurl been permitted to procure recruits from thr Carnatic, wc have instructed 

the Hcsidrnt to acquaint the I’oonah Government that 
Attgiut, |r, K 1 Jightters the Nizam has not received any Mich per* 
mission. ami that wc should neither encourage or abet 
him in any schemes that could Ik* hostile or even offensive to the PeishwaV. 
Government. 


66. Intelligence has been communicated to u< by Sir Charles Mnlct that 
the second kht for the Mahrattas had arrived on the 1st of July at Darwar, 

and that care would Ik* taken to prevent any unneecs* 
V Au,:mt * sary delay in the delivery of the receipts in order to 
1 " " prevent a repetition of those complaints on the part of 

Tippoo which have so often ami so urgently been addressed to us. 

67. It being an object of some importance to Tippoo Stdtaun that his 
sons should he sent from Madras by Lord Cornwallis previous to Mis Lord- 
ship's departure for Europe, wc have instructed Sir 

Ctin5, No^l' Charles Malct, should the third hist arrive Ik fore the 

time appointed by Lord Cornwallis for leaving the 
Coast, to expedite as far as may be in his power the receipt of it, and to 
forward an acquittal of all demands upon Tippoo in consequence of the 
stipulations concluded by the Treaty of Scringapatam, that His I.ordship may 
be able to comply with Tippoo’s wishes for liberating the Princes and sending 
them to their father. 


Tippoo Sultttun. 

6S. Wc have little to communicate relative to Tippoo -Sultaun which 
has not already been noticed. 

69. The same complaints existing relative to the disturbances perpetually 
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taking place on the respective boundaries of the Nizaln, Pcishwa, and Tippoo 
as we have already had occasion to mention, and as we had reason to suppose 
that these eager and petty contentions were excited by . the talookdars on 
each side for interested purposes, we suggested, in answer to various applica- 
tions for adjusting those differences, the necessity of appointing proper 
aumccns to whose arbitration the settlement of the disputes in question might 
be committed. 

70. To this proposal Tippoo assented, declaring at the same time that 
all the talooks mentioned in the treaty had been delivered up to die Nizam, 

and that their Aumccns had accordingly taken posses- 
Consn^o J unc » sion of them. He also informed Lord Cornwallis that, 
A * ' '* agreeable to His Lordship's suggestion, two aumeens of 

integrity and experience were ready to meet those appointed by the above 
mentioned powers at any place or time most convenient to all parties ; and, 
Consn. 2-ttli May, should any difference arise, each of the persons thus 
Nos. 30-31. ’ selected should prepare his report on the information 

Consn ^ Jo 2 ^ tl1 J unc ’ received from the inhabitants on the spot; and that the 
I 9 t j, ' August, opinions of both were to be transmitted to the respective 
No. 48. Governments for their final discussion and decision. It 

has been strenuously recommended by us to die Nizam, and he has acceded 
to the proposal and appointed an atnnccn to carry it into execution. 

71. Tipoo having also expressed his wish that a similar mode should be 
adopted of adjusting the differences existing between die Company and him 
relative to some villages in the districts of Cauvcripoor and Verrepatchee, 
we have recommended to die Government at Fort St. George to employ 
Lieutenant Maclcod on diis service. 

72. We also desired that orders might be given to that officer to conclude 
every thing on the most liberal terms, both because Tippoo seemed very 

Consn. 1st July, desirous of fulfilling the terms of the treaty, and the 
• No. 2. revenues of the ceded country proved fully equal to the 

amount at which they were rated in the schedule. 

73. We mentioned in our last dispatches (paragraph 37) 3 that, from 
recent accounts given by persons who had escaped from confinement in Mysore, 
wc had been led to suspect that, notwithstanding the assurances to die con- 
trary, both from Tippoo and his vakeels, several English prisoners were still 

detained even in the capital. Letters were . accordingly 
C ° nSI No 3 2 St May ’ wr * ltcn k°th to Tippoo and his vakeels complaining of 

diis violation of die treaty and requiring the immediate 
liberation of the persons, a list of whose names was forwarded. 

74. To this application wc have received die most solemn assurances that 
diere was not a single Englishman confined in his dominions to his knowledge, 

and that, particularly at Scringapatam, he had called 
Consn^ 24th May, th c Kelladar before him and threatened him with death, 

J should persons answering the description of those 

claimed be found in his custody after his repeated denials that any English 
prisoners were confined at Scringapatam. 

75. We have the honor to acquaint you that the Government at Fort 

Vol. XVII— 19 
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St. George have received information from the Officer Commanding at 
Kistnagherry that, on the 10th of July last, a party bc- 
C°nsn No 29th July, longing to Tippoo arrived at that place in charge of 
• treasure for the payment of .the third kist, in conse- 
quence of which instructions were given to inform the vakeels of' Tippoo that 
the Company’s officers could not receive the money sent, until information 
had arrived of the payment of the second kist to the Nizam and the Mahrattas. 


76. The intelligence from the Mysore country as transmitted to us from 
Consns. 3 June.. time to time by the Government at Madras since our 
last advices will be found on our proceedings of the 
annexed dates. 1 


1 July. 
I9th Do. 
26th Do. 

2 August. 
12th Do. 


Upper Provinces. ■ 

Sindia. 

77. The situation of affairs in .the country acquired by Sindia continues 
nearly as it was,' as when we last had the honor of ; addressing you, although 
from his late successes against his rival Holcar, there is reason to imagine 
(unless this last mentioned Chief should receive effectual aid from the inter- 
position of the Court- of Poonah . in his favor) that his late, sudden and -un- 
accountable infraction of the treaty he had so recently concluded with Sindia’s 
generals may produce a considerable change in the circumstances of these chiefs. 

78. It had been imagined that Holcar had been influenced in what he 
did by the intrigues of the Court of Poonah ; but the real cause seems to be 
the ungovernable and improper conduct of Mulhar Row, his son, who, by 
some inconsiderate acts of hostility, brought on an engagement between the 
armies, which terminated in the to.tal overthrow of his father’s forces. 

79. Holcar has retreated into the province of Malwa and is at Indour. 
„ o t't xt * Scindia’s generals had detached some troops to observe 
Cons. 2 August, his motions ; but there is little reason to imagine that 

No. 15. either party will commit hostilities in the districts which 

constitute their mutual patrimony. 

80. Sdndia has not pursued or otherwise molestecl him;, but he has 
rvmcw 21st June, availed himself of the opportunity of crossing, the 

Nurbuddah to draw his own forces nearer to Poonah, 
where the Ministry are endeavouring to effect an 
accommodation between the rival chiefs. 


No. 16. 

Consn. 28th June,' 
.. No. 38. .. 
Consn. 2 August, 
No. 15. 


81. The intrigues so long carried on by Scindia in order to gain an ascen- 
dancy in the administration of the Peishwa’s affairs seem now to have been 
Cons 21 Tune relinquished, at least for the present ; and it is imagined 

° nS No. i6. nC ’ that after regulating some measures of foreign and 

Cons. 28 June, domestic policy, and making such arrangements as he 

No ' 38, supposes will secure his permanent influence in the State, 

he will return to Indostan as soon as his finances which, by the neglect or 
rapacity of his officers, during his absence, have been much deranged, are in 
a situation to enable him to engage in any new enterprize. 
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82. Sinclia must fed the necessity of his speedy return to Hindostan, if 
his concerns in that quarter arc still the chief objects of his ambition. His 
revenues, we understand, have declined, so rapidly in his absence that they 
arc become greatly inadequate to the maintenance of his army; and to make 
certain provision for the payment of the corps under 
C ° nS No n< l5 Blr. Boigne/ 1 he has been obliged to transfer to that 

‘ ’’ officer, in jaidaad, a district estimated at 27 lacks of 

rupees yearly collections, a measure of sudi dangerous tendency to his autho- 
rity and security that nothing probably but the total want of other resources 
could have compelled him to adopt it. 

S3. The district thus assigned is upon the Vizier’s frontier to the south- 
west of the Doaab; and, if it should ever be occupied by the whole corps 
whose subsistence is to be drawn from it, they might 
C ° nS No^'lS A,IRUSl ' P rovc troublesome neighbours ; but of that circumstance 
there is not the smallest probability unless in the case 
of its defection from Sindia ; and if such an event should take place it would 
be more likely to conciliate than to provoke the Vizier, at least until it should 
have perfectly secured its independence. 

84. We transmit, as a number in the packet, a survey made by 
Mr. Hunter (Surgeon to the Residency with Sindia) of the Resident’s route to 
and from Ogeinc, from Agra by the way of Gualior, 
C ° nS N<« ? M 12 ^ ant * k' om Og‘ cnc By the way of Boondee through Malwa, 
’ ’ ' which we have reason to imagine will prove very useful 

additions to the knowledge already obtained of Indian geography, as these 
routes lay dirough countries hitherto little known. 

The Nabob Vizier. 


85. In the 87tli paragraph of our letter dated die 18th of May, 1793, 
we acquainted you diat we had been induced to assent to the request made 
by the Vizier that Hussen Reza Cawn and Rajah Tickait Roy might be 
permitted to come to the Presidency. 

86. Having complied with the stipulation which had been previously made 

of dieir paying up all the money due from the Vizier 
nS No. is!*” 0 ’ to t hc Company to the end of March, they left 

Lucknow at thc latter end of May, and they arrived 
here in die beginning of August. 

87. We have the pleasure to observe to you that since dieir arrival in 
Cons. 9 August, Calcutta, we have received advices from the Resident 

No. 58. of the payment of the entire sum due from His 

Excellency die Vizier to thc end of June. 


Benares. 

88. Thc acting Resident at Benares having communicated to us an 
account of some disturbances created dierc by Madhow Row, who resides 
in Benares as an agent of Nana Fumavese, and the steps 
Cons. 27th May, w hich he had taken to prevent a repetition of similar 
os ' ’ ’ ’ ' . outrages, we sent copies of the different papers 
transmitted to us by Mr. Treves to the Resident at Poonah, who was at the 
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same time directed to inform Nana Furnavcse of the accounts we had received 
of, his. vakeel’s misconduct. " 

•89. In answer to . the representation made by Sir Charles Malct on this 
subject die Minister gave him .the fullest assurances that his servant has 
- . been constantly directed to act in entire . obedience to 

Consn. 2nd August, ^ Government of the country, and that he should 
never attempt to vmdicate his conduct or support him 
in a deviation from these orders. He at the same time suggested it was possible 
some misconception or mistake had taken place which might be cleared -up 
upon a more minute investigation of the business than had previously taken 
place; arid that his final answer should be guided by the information he might 
then receive. 

’• - ■' Asiam. . 1 

90. In the 107 paragraph of our last advices we acquainted you that 
the Rajah Kistnarain, who had been for .a considerable- time a fugitive from 
Assam, had been induced from die confidence inspired by Captain Welsh’s 
promises of protection to intimate his intention of returning to his country, 
an event which we were, anxious, to facilitate. This object has at length been 
obtained, and it was certainly desirable, as during the Rajah’s absence no 
effectual steps could be taken for the future settlement of the country which 
would not be. liable to be counteracted die moment the troops departed; 
and we have reason to hope that the’ kind treatment which the Rajah has 
experienced at our hands will not only bind him to our interests but make 
a due impression on the minds of the neighbouring Rajahs, and enable the 
Officer Commanding the detachment to settle such arrangements as will 
restore peace and order in all die western quarter of Assam. 

• .91. . After an investigation of the claims of Kistnanarain to the raje of 
Deringh it was found that his father had been a joint possessor of the districts 
to which the son declared himself entided.' The first step, therefore, . was to 
convince Kistna Narain that he had no right in his own person to the entire 
of the ’districts 'to which he laid claims; and any difficulty that might have 
opposed such a conviction was in a great degree removed by the conscious- 
ness which, he, in common with the other members of his family, must have 
felt that the dismemberment of their respective possessions by the Rajah of 
Assam has .been the natural consequence of their disunion. 

92. It was accordingly agreed that Hunhmarain, Bisnarain, Somindcr- 
narain, arid Kessnarain should unite and support each other in the protection 
of those portions of the possessions of their mutual ancestors to which they 
were entitled ; and a writing was drawn up specifying their respective shares 
and the order of succession, after which they were reinstated in the districts 
they had thus agreed to be the property of each of the contracting parties. 

; 93. An oppressive custom having hitherto obtained of furnishing die 
Rajah of Assam with a number of men from , Deringh for the purpose of 
completing his levies, and the people having represented that ' this was a 
perpetual source of injury to the , natives of Deringh, a pecuniary compensa- 
tion fully adequate to any advantage that could be derived from the use of 
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so destructive a privilcdge was offered to die Surge Deo, who, influenced by 
those immediately about his person, and being himself from a perpetual state 
of imliecility unable to form any opinion, refused to comply with, a 
request in itself as reasonable on the part of the people of Deringh as it would 
eventually have been advantageous to himself. 

94. We have therefore directed Captain Welsh to acquaint the 

Surge Deo that we never would support him in diis 
rOB \’o l0 n ^ nnC ’ °Pl ,rcss * vc mode of levying men, nor take any further 
concern in his favour, should he continue to 
persevere in demanding it. 

95. 'I'hc /> urguimah of Katnroop has been long tbc subject of dispute 
between the Raja of Assam and the Narain family, and has been alternately 
plundered by both parties. The littroo Fagan? who had charge of die whole 
district, living an infirm old man, and unable from indisposition to pay the 
attention to business which tbc state of the country required, the ofliccr com- 
manding the detachments has. for the present, placed the government in the 
hands of Ilisna Narain, iintill from a minute investigation of the papers 
relative to the real right to possession it may be ascertained whether die 
country belongs to the Rajah or to the Narain family. 

96. Tile armed force employed by Kistna Narain, consisting chiefly of 
burkundosses whose depredations in Deringh had struck so much terror into 
the minds of the inhabitants, have been, by the advice of Captain Welsh 
(which has received our fullest concurrence), dismissed from his sendee by die 
Rajah. But, as the letting such a bandittc loose in a country where dicy had 
already been guilty of various outrages might have been productive of 
dangerous consequences, they were sent under a guard to Rungporc, to be 
there paid their respective arrears, diasarmed and disbanded. 

97. It having been suggested by the Ofliccr Commanding in Assam that 
the charge of the Candahar Cliokcv should be placed in the hands of the 

Commissioner for Coodi Bchar, who was the servant 
C ”°" S No *26* °f *l ,c Company in the vicinity of that place, we directed 

Mr. Bruce to proceed to Goalparali for that purpose ; 
and the charge of the Candahar Cliokey* was in consequence given up to him 
on the 9di of July. 


Napaul. 

98. We have the honor to transmit to you in the packet a copy of a 
letter which we have written to Lord Macartney, His Majesty’s Embassador 

Cons. 26th July, at the Court of Pekin, for the purpose of acquainting 
No. 1. him with the circumstances that happened in the con- 

tentions between the Chinese and the Rajah of Napaul. 

99. We also transmit as numbers in the packet copies of letters received 

Cons. 12th July, from the Grand Lama and from die ^ " ’ < eral 

Nos. 14 & IS. acknowledging their obligation to us for d - \ to 
interfere in support of the Rajah at diat period, 
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Miscellanea. - ' 

100. In consequence of the intelligence received from Mr. Baldwin that 
war had been- declared, by the French against Great. Britain,. on the, 1st of 
February, 1793, immediate orders were issued by Lord Cornwallis to the Town 
Major 7 to take possession of all ships, lying in this river which belonged to 
the French.. We transmit as' numbers in the packet lists of the vessels and 
other property seized on this occasion. 

101. A party of Europeans was on tire same day detached from hence, 
to he reinforced by a battalion of sepoys from Barrackpore, the .whole under 

the command of Major Duncan, for the purpose of 
C- ll J une > . . taking possession . of the French settlement at Chander- 

. - nagore, which' was effected without any. opposition 

before the next morning. The directions given to the officer commanding the 
troops, and a copy of his letter subsequent to the capture, will make numbers 
in. the packet; and for the instructions sent to Mr.. Birch, whom we appointed 
Superintendant at Chandernagore, we beg leave to refer you to the copies 
of our correspondence mentioned in our letter from the Foreign Department 8 . 

102. Advice was sent by our orders to' the Superintendant at Prince of 

Wales Island, and the Andamans, of the intelligence 
Cons.^Htii^luiic, we h a d received, and warning them to be on their guard 
‘ * against- an enemy. 

103. We enclose as- a number in the packet copy of a letter from Major 
Kyd, Superintendant at the Andamans, relative to the state of defence in 

which ' he had placed that island 'on receiving die 
C ° nS 'No 9 jst intelligence of a war with France, together with some 

additions in the plan of defence that he suggested to 
Lieutenant William whom he left in command on his departure from thence. 

104. ’ Orders were sent also to the civil servants in the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Orissa whose stations were in the vicinity of any French factory or 

Cons 1 1th Tune h° use °£ trade to take possession of all places belonging 
Nos. 10', i], n, to the French;’ They were stricdy enjoined to protect 
13. all private property as well as the persons of such natives 

of France as they might find in the factories or houses taken, granting paroles 
to such persons as they deemed proper to leave at liberty, and transmitting 
all others to the Residency by the earliest opportunities. For the amount of 
the property which was seized in compliance with this order, we refer you 
to our Foreign Dispatch of this date, in which you will also observe the regula- 
tions we have drought it necessary to cause to be enforced for the government 
of the French dependencies while they continue in our possession. ; 

105. Several merchants, owners of ships and captains employed in the 
private trade of the country having, upon the arrival of the intelligence, 

requested Letters of Marque and Reprisal, we applied to 
■ Cons. 14th. June, • t he Advocate General for his opinion whether the 

• Governor General in Council had power under the 
Company’s' Charters or the existing Acts of Parliament to grant Letters of 
Marque and Reprisal against the French in the present war, and if not whether 
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wo could gram any ami wliat commission for a similar or at all corresponding 
jmrptv-r. 

bV>. From his answer, a copy of which we transmit as a number in the 
packet, it appeared that we had no right to grant letters of Marque and 
Krprhal. hut that, by the Charter of the 26th of His present Majesty, the Com- 
pany obtained powers which might l>e legally exercised in the three 
Presidencies by issuing commissions in the name anti under the seal of the 
Company to the commanders and other officers of any vessel they might think 
proper to employ to act offensively against any power at war with Great Britain 
within the limits to which the authority of their Governments extends. We 
were aho informed that we might enter into such stipulations with the owners 
and rommnndrrs of such vessels as we pleased, provided the same were not 
repugnant to the laws of nations, or to treaties by which the British Empire 
is bound and gmrtnrd; and it was recommended to us that security should 
be taken to make full satisfaction for any damage or injury they should commit 
in breach of the laws of nations or of Great Britain, or in violation of the 
leagues and treaties by which His Majesty and the Company arc hound with 
other j sowers. 

107. We accordingly determined to issue these commissions, and take the 
propped securities under certain conditions and according to the forms, of 
which we have the honor to enclose copies for your information. 

JOS. Wr have now brought down the detail of our proceedings to the 12tl) 
of August, on which day the Governor General delivered in the following minute 
previous to His I yird ship's departure from hence for the Coast. 

"I have the honor to inform the Board that the ships destined to carry 
troops and stores to the roast of Coromandel arc now ready, and according 
to the intention which I communicated some time ago 
< lo ’hr members individually, I propose to embark 

to-morrmv for the Carnatic, in order to endeavour by 
my presence to give every energy that may he possible to the execution of the 
measures that have been already determined on for reducing Pondicherry 
In-fore the setting in of the monsoon upon that Coast. 

"It is proper that the Board should he acquainted that I have directed 
Lieutenant Colonel Boss, Adjutant General of the King’s troops and Military 
Secretary, Major Scott, Deputy Adjutant General of this establishment, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Shelly and Captains Apsley and Robinson, Aidcs-dc-Camp, 
to accompany me ; and having during the late war received the most essential 
assistance from the attention and abilities of Mr. Cherry, the Persian 
Translator, I must request the approbation of the Board for his attending me 
likewise on the present service that I may he the better enabled during my 
stay in the Carnatic to conduct the correspondence and intercourse with the 
native powers with facility and propriety. 

“Having already experienced on a former occasion the steady and 
honorable support of this Board in carrying into execution the general system 
which has been established during the period of my Government for the 
management of the internal business of this country, and having the satisfac- 
tion of agreeing most perfectly with my colleagues on all the material points 
that can come under discussion with the Courts of Hvdrabnd and Poonali, 
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and with Tippoo Sultaun, I now leave the Presidency with the utthost confidence 
that the public service can in no degree suffer by my absence.” .*-••• 
109. The Triton Indiaman hadibe'en dispatched from Fort . St. George 
for the purpose of conveying His Lordship to that Presidency, there being 
reason to apprehend that the Woodcot which had previously come. hither for 
the purpose of being repaired could not be got ready for sea in time for 
Lord Cornwallis to proceed upon that ship ; and the Triton now returned to 
the’ Coast.' ... 

We have , the - honor to. be, 

Fort William, - : ... ' Honorable - Sirs, 

the 13th of August, 1793. : Your most faithful humble servants. 

. (Per Triton) ' • ■ • 

. 23 

POLITICAL LETTER DATED 28 . OCTOBER 1793 

Surrender of Pondicherry — The Raja of Vijayanagaram deprived of his 
estate — The Raja'ofTravancore’s remissness in the . payment of dues — 
Surrender of Make— Disputed , possession of certain, taluks between the Raja 
of Coorg and Tipu—The Nizam willing to sign the Treaty of Guarantee and 
also not to interfere in the affairs of Karnul — Cornwallis’s parting advice to tlie 
Nawab Vazir .to reform his, administration. 

.POLITICAL DEPARTMENT t . ' 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors . for the affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants - of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable. Sirs, ■ 

1. In our letter dated the 13th of August we. had the honor of commu- 
nicating to you' the preparatory steps which had been taken by us and by the 
Government at Fort St. George for the reduction of Pondicherry. 

' 2: We. have now the pleasure, of congratulating you upon the surrender 
of that fortress on the 23d of August after a few days siege. 

3. We transmit, as numbers in the packet, copies. of Colonel Braithwaite’s 
Consn 23d August, dispatches, including the detailed account of the opera- 

No. 23. tions of the army, under his command, and the 

Consn^ 30 August^ correspondence which passed during the siege between 
Consul °6th Septem- that officer and. Colonel Chermont, Commandant of. 
_ber, No. 1. Pondicherry. . • 

4. A sufficient garrison under the command of Colonel Floyd had been 
left in the fort, and the remainder of .the troops received orders , to. return to 
their respective cantonments with the least possible delay. • 
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5. Your ships the Royal Charlotte, Worley and Triton, which, in our 
last letter, we informed von, had. in consequence of a representation from 
Admiral Cornwallis, been detained for the purpose of assisting to blockade 
Pondicherry, proceeded in company on their voyage to China soon after the 
capitulation took place. 

6. We acquainted you in the 25th paragraph of our letter on the 13th 
August that His Highness the Nabob of Arcot had, at die request of the 
Madras Government, readily assented to furnish the army when assembling 
to carry on the siege of Pondicherry with provisions and draft cattle ; and we 
have now the pleasure to add that His Highness, in consequence, issued the 
Mrictost orders to his officers in the several districts, remitted all duties upon 
articles passing to the camp bazar, and took every precaution to render the 
supplies regular and abundant. 

7. We acquainted you in our letter by the Tartar \ paragraphs 2d to 6th, 
of the refractory conduct of Zemindar of Vizianagrum, and of the little prospect 
there was of obtaining the liquidation of the just demands of the Company 
without having recourse to coercive measures. We have been since advised 

by the Madras Government that they had (under die 
Coruna 2/^Septrni* autliority we gave them) taken possession of die 
zemindary, and had determined diat it should be held 
by the Company until the demands upon it were fully discliarged. They also 
noticed to us that this measure had been carried into execution without any 
opposition from the Zemindar. 

8. We have the honor of transmitting to you, as numbers in the packet, 
copies of several letters that have passer! between the Government at Fort 

.. . , .. Saint George and the Chief and Council at Masulipatam 

tier. Nor. I, 2, relative to the debts of Mobaruk ul Dowla, son of the 
late Ilussien Ally Khan, which will fully inform you in 
regard to the affairs of that family and the state of those funds, from whence 
the Government at Fort Saint George had, in some degree, guaranteed the 
payment of the various creditors of Mobaruk ul Dowlali. 


Bombay. 


9. In paragraph 41 of our letter, dated the 13th of August, we had the 
honor of acquainting you that we had then received accounts from die Bombay 
Government mentioning the intended departure of the Resident and Factor 
from Busorali to the Island of Carrack in consequence of the ill treatment 
which they had experienced from the Bashaw of Bagdat. 


10. We now- lay lieforc you the subsequent letters from die Resident 
and Factor to the Bombay Government, in which diey stated their proceedings 
from die date of their preceding communications to the 
^° BW Nos% timc at ' v 'h* c h they removed from Busorali. For the 

os ’ * ' reasons already communicated to you, we shall not now 
enter into any detail on this subject and the [that] rather as you will have 
received from the Resident and Factor at Busorali all the information we could 
furnish, 
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11. In the 24 paragraph of our letter by the Tartar, >vc acquainted' yon 
that an agreement had been entered into between the Government of Bombay 
and the Rajah of Travancorc, by which the latter engaged to deliver five 
thousand candies of pepper in liquidation of the military arrears due from him 
on account of Colonel Hartlv’s detachment. Of this quantity, however, as 
appears from Mr. Hutchinson’s letter, making number in the packet, only two 
thousand candies had been received in May last ; and there is great reason to 
apprehend, from all the conduct of the Rajah and his Dncan hitherto, that 
the future deliveries will not be made conformably to the terms of the contract. 
The correspondence between Mr. Farmer and Major Dow, now sent, will shew 
that those gentlemen have in vain .endeavoured to convince the Raja and his 
Minister of the injustice and ingratitude of this breach of their engagements. 

12. In the 64, 65 and 66 paragraphs of our letter by the Tartar , we com- 
municated to you a representation which had been made to the Bombay 
Government by the merchants trading to, and from, that Presidency com- 
plaining of the piracies of the Mnlwans. We also informed you that we had 
directed reparation to be demanded for the past, and pointed mu the means 
for the prevention of similar aggressions in future. 

13. We have now the honour to lay before you, as a number in the packet, 

copies of different letters from the agents of the Mai wan 
C°nsn.^r2"^Scptcm- w ho were ordered to proceed to Bombay for the 

wr, o. ... pxtrpose of settling all disputes on the subject, and we 
are happy to have it in our power to add that the Mahvans have not renewed 
their depredations. 

14. In the 42nd paragraph of our letter of the 13th . of August, we had 
the honor of informing you of .the/orders that had been sent to the Supravisor 
on the Malabar Coast to acquaint Lieutenant Colonel Hartley with our inten- 
tion to attack the French possessions on this side of India, and to direct him 
to employ the troops under his command in the reduction of Main and its 
dependencies on the Malabar Coast, 


15. We have now the pleasure to lay before you copies of a letter 
Consn IP Au ust recclve ^ f rom Lieutenant Colonel Hartley notifying to 

* Nos. W to 13 us that Main had been surrendered to him, and enclos- 
inctusive. mg a copy of the articles of capitulation which he had 

granted to the garrison. 

16. We transmit copies of several letters and their enclosures from the 

. Supravisor on the coast of Malabar relative to certain 
° nS, Nos. 2 to” To disputes which had arisen between the Coorga Rajah 
inclusive. and Tipoo on the subject of their respective boundaries. 

17. As appears from those papers, it is asserted by Tipoo that Ameera, 
Soolua, and Enwara Seemy 5 were not included in his cession to the Company, 
and therefore do not belong to them. On the other hand, the Koorga Rajah 
insists that those districts form part of his ancient hereditavy dominions, that 
lie was in possession of them at the commencement of hostilities, that they are 
included in the Company’s guarantee, and that he will not give them up. 

18. Captain Murray, an officer reported to be well qualified for the duty, 
has been dispatched to the Rajah by the Commissioners on the Malabar. 
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Coast with full powers to reconcile (if possible) the claims of the contending 
parties. How far this may be practicable we cannot yet foresee, as each obsti- 
nately persists in asserting his right to the districts in question. 

19. A letter has also been addressed to Tippoo by the Supravisor desiring 
him to send an officer to meet Captain Murray for the purpose of adjusting 
the boundaries between the • Coorga country and his own, at the same time 
stating the districts of Amcra, Soulca, and Ersuwara Sarny, as included under 
the general denomination of the talook Coorga in tire, schedule given in by him 
previous to die conclusion of die Treaty of Seringapatam. To this letter he 
has returned an answer as follows: — 

“I have received your letter and understand die contents. It is therein 
written diat the talookas of Amcra and Soulca and Ersawara Samy hath, from 
ancient times, been included in Coorg, and that die said country hath, accord- 
ing to the stipulations, become part of die territories of the English East India 
Company, notwithstanding which servants of the AJimfdy Sircar 3 , having 
arrived in die said talookas, create disturbances, and make use of great severi- 
ties towards die ryots there. ' 

"To expatiate anew, and enter into future discussions, on what is clearer 
than the sun is not requisite ; and no doubt you also. Sir, will be, after the 
ascertainment of all particulars, fully convinced diat the talookas of Amera; 
and Soulca hath, for diese five or six centuries, or even more, been and 
remained included in the country of the Bunder or part of Coorgal, and that 
Bunder appertains to, and makes part of, the Alimeedy Sircar, and the talooka 
of Ersawara Samy stands, as usual, included in .the talooka of Beloor, and hath, 
for hundreds of years past, been and made part of die country of Seringapatam, 
and the said talooks have accordingly from ancient time been held by the 
Alimedy Sircar. It astonished me that you. Sir, should, at die instance of 
wicked and interested people, have written widiout ascertainment of the fact. 

“As between the Ahmecdy Sircar and the Sircar of the Hon’ble English 
Company the trust and firmest friendship is established ; and that the Coorga 
country is included in the English Company’s Sircar, you may therefore be 
certain diat the servants of die Alimedy Sircar will never enter therein, placing 
full reliance on which you should not attend to the false assertions of the 
people of Coorga, but paying, on the contrary, a mutual attention to the treaty 
of peace, act in such manner diat the friendship existing between the two 
Governments may daily increase.” 


Tippoo. 

20. We had the pleasure of communicating to you, in paragraph 67 of our 
letter dated the 13 of August, the intelligence we had received relative to the 
payment of the second kist to the Allies. We have since 
Consn^l 8^ October, had authentic accounts from the Assistant to the Resi- 

°‘ dent at Hyderabad that the money had arrived on the 

28th of August at Keerpah, and that as soon as it should have been examined, 
His Highness the Nizam’s receipt for it would be delivered to Tippoo’s officers. 
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. 21. We have also received intelligence of the arrival of the third, (and 
last) hist for. the Allies at Gurrumcoondali, and that 
C ° nS No 18 8 0cto ? 3cr ’ orders had been. given by the Nizam to send the proper 
receipts for it, whenever it might arrive at Keerpah, of 
which last event we have not as yet. received any intelligence^ 

' 22. • . The intelligence from the Mysore,; communicated to the Government 
at Madras by the officers to whom this trust has been 
CO,1 S "nos 8 2 ^ 3 t ° 4 Cr ' assigned, will be found in the annexed papers forming 
. ,• numbers in the packet. From these it would seem that 
Tippoo is at present chiefly occupied in reducing to obedience the refractory 
polygars. . 


• Nizam . 


23. In paragraph 43 of our letter dated the 13 of August, we laid before 

Consn. 23 August, you such intelligence as we had received respecting the 

No. 16. march of the Nizam to Bidder, of which the real motives 

Consn. 7th October, ... , 

. No. 4, No. 8. are st “* unknown. 


24. In the same letter (paragraph 54) we stated to you that the Nizam 
had- required us to aid him in his views, on Kurnoul as the condition of his 
assent to the Guarantee Treaty, but that we had peremptorily refused to take 
any part whatever in the dispute. His Highness has since declared his readi- 
ness to subscribe' to die. Treaty, and the Minister has repeatedly assured our 
Resident of his master’s intention to relinquish all interference between the 
competitors for the succession of Kurnoul. 


Marattas. 


25. We had the honor of acquainting you, in the . . . paragraph of our- 
last letter, with die proceedings of the Poonah Durbar and the intrigues of 
Sindca relative to the succession to the Guzerat territory, which had been dis- 
puted between the brothers, Monajec and Govind Rao, sons of the late Futtch 
Sing. 

26. The Resident at Poonah applied to Marquis Cornwallis for his direc- 

tions as to the conduct - proper to be pursued. His Lord- 
Consi jj 0 21 i Oct0 ^ cr ’ ship declined giving any decision at the eve of his depar- 
ture for England on a question of so much importance, 
but referred it to the consideration of Sir J. Shore and the succeeding Govern- 
ment, a copy of whose instructions to Sir C. W. Malet will be sent to you in a 
subsequent letter. 


' Miscellanea. 

' 27. We have the honor to transmit to you, as a number in the packet, a 
copy of a letter' written by Marquis Cornwallis to the Nabob Vizier previous to 
His Lordship’s departure' from Madras, recommending to His Highness, in 
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the most urgent terms, the necessity of reforming the administration of his 
finances and retrenching his own personal cxpcnces. 

28. We also transmit, as a number in the packet, a copy of a letter from 
the Dutch Government at Colombo soliciting aid in consequence of their appre- 
hension of being attacked by the French from Pondi- 
C0nS, No n ? ® ctobcr ' cherry. The success of the English arms against the 
French settlements - in general, and against that of 
Pondicherry in particular, having removed the chief foundation for these fears, 
we shall write to them briefly acknowledging die receipt of their letter, and 
promising them. our aid, should it be hereafter necessary. 


We have the honor to be, 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

the 28th of October, 1793. Your most faithful humble servants. 


24 

POLITICAL LETTER DATED 5 NOVEMBER 1793 

The Gaikwad succession and the Treaty of Salbai: the Company not bound 
to guarantee the integrity of Gujarat as Govind Rao had voluntarily surren- 
dered to the Pcsliwa — Claims for chauth in respect of Surat — Measures 
for the protection of mercantile trade. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


To the Honorable the Court of Directors for affairs of the United Company 


of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. Although the short period which has elapsed since Sir John Shore’s 
accession to this Government has afforded few subjects of sufficient consequence 
to require our bringing down the detail to the present date, yet we think it 
necessary to take this early opportunity of communicating to you our decision 
regarding the part proper for this' Government to take in die case that has 
* occurred with respect to the Guickwar territory, the question arising from which 
was referred to us by the late Governor General a short time before His Lord- 
ship’s departure for Europe. 
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2. Sir John Shore’s letter to the Resident at Poonah, who, as we have 
already mentioned, had applied for instructions on this occasion to the Marquis 
Cornwallis, was expressed as follows : — 

“The near approach of His Lordship’s embarkation for Europe ' halving 
prevented his giving a final decision on the important 
ConsiL^ls^Novem- questions submitted to him, I now transmit you my 
" sentiments for your information and guidance. 

“The object of die 8di article of the Treaty of Salbyc was to protect Futteh 
Sing from the resentment of the Mahrattas, and his territories from their 
encroachment; and hence our right to interfere for preserving the integrity 
of that province as connected with the above object is derived, and cannot be 
disputed ; but the obligation and propriety of exercising that right are distinct 
considerations dependent upon circumstances. 

■-.“It clearly appears from the very satisfactory information which you have 
afforded us that Govind Row, previous to the demise of Manajee, had entered 
into terms with the Poonah Administration for the expulsion of his brother, 
and that, in return for the assistance which he was to receive, he had stipulated 
by written agreements the surrender of a large portion of his principality ; that 
even after the death of Manajee, apprehending the intrigues of Futteh Sing’s 
widow, he renewed his negotiations with the Durbar upon the grounds of his 
former concessions, which, in the expectation of immediate assistance, he 
appeared willing to abide by. 

“In all. these transactions Govind Row certainly acted without your pre- 
vious knowledge and concurrence and in so doing has' exposed himself to the 
extortions of the Poonah Government. When he placed himself in die power 
of the Mahrattas, he must be understood to have withdrawn himself from the 
protection of our guarantee, and the obligation arising from it can, on no 
principle, bind us to incur any serious hazards for the purpose of relieving him 
from embarrassments in which he has involved himself without our sanction 
or participation. I conclude, therefore, that our interference for preserving the 
integrity of Guzarat by supporting Govind "Row against the claims of the 
Poonah Administration cannot be deemed obligatory, and that it should not 
be prosecuted by any argument or upon any principles that may bind us to 
persevere in it, cither at the hazard of a rupture with the Poonah Court,. or 
of disgrace by relinquishing its object. ■ ■ 

“If the transfer of the right of the Choutiea of Surat be tried by the same 
rules, I do not see upon what grounds we can oppose it. If the concessions of 
Govind Row be admitted in any degree, they must be admitted in their fullest 
extent ; and if he had a right to assign any portion of his territories, he may 
surrender his claim to Choutiea in that city. It must be our care, as it is our 
duty, that the exercise of it by the Mahratta delegate . does not exceed the 
customary limits to our prejudice, and that he does not infringe upon the 
rights which we possess. 

“I am very sensible that, in reply to the conclusions which I have stated, 
it may be urged that the concessions of Govind Row are not now in any degree 
voluntary ; they were originally extorted by his necessities, and it is to be re- 
membered that the expulsion of his brother Monajec \vas the primary object 
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of Govind Rows negotiation with die Poonah Durbar, and the source of all.his 
present embarrassments. Whether that negotiation originated in his applica- 
tion, or in their promises, is immaterial ; his first intercourse with you does 
not appear to have taken place until he thought die Mahratta assistance could 
be dispensed widi, and that our interposition would establish him in the 
Government of Guzarat withut submitting to die performance of an agree- 
ment which he had contracted under different circumstances, when he was 
under no obligation to make diem. This distinction is a fair deduction from 
the circumstances of the case, and the true principle, in my opinion, upon 
which the obligation of our interference depends. 

“I entirely agree with you in opinion dint, upon general principles of policy, 
it is certainly our interest to promote, as far as possible, consistendy with good 
faith, the independence of all die great members of the Mahratta State, and 
that the interference of the English to protect a family with whom they were 
allied from die usurpations of the Mahrattas would tend to give them popu- 
larity and reputation with the native powers, and augment their confidence in 
our good faidi. To these considerations may also be added die expediency 
of preventing diat accumulation of power over Surat which the Peshwah would 
possess by the acquisition of die Guickwar Clioutteca within, and of the terri- 
tory without, die city. 

“But diesc considerations would not justify our interposition at the risque 
of a serious disagreement widi the Mahrattas, and the consequential dissolu- 
tion of those engagements which connect the Mahrattas, Nizam and ourselves 
in a mutual defence against Tippoo. 

“That die conduct of the Mahrattas towards us in concluding this busi- 
ness without any communication with you upon it must be deemed improper 
and unfriendly under the most liberal construction cannot be denied ; and I, 
therefore, think the transaction should not be suffered to pass over altogether 
in silence, unless they should so far have receded from dieir claims upon 
Govind Row as to render any representation to diem, in your opinion, no longer 
expedient or necessary. 

“Repeating, therefore, which I have already premised, diat we are by no 
means to commit ourselves to go any serious lengths, I am of opinion that you 
should enter into a discussion of the 8di article of die Treaty of Salbye with 
the Minister, without any reference, however, to Sindiah. His rapacity in parti- 
cipating in the dismemberment of Guzerat lias, in fact, excluded him from 
undertaking the performance of his engagements of guaranty, if an appeal to 
him in diat character were necessary ; but, setting aside this consideration, 
which docs not indeed apply, and which he would perhaps without hesitation 
disregard, I consider him as by no means likely to take any conciliatory part 
in a discussion between us and the Poonah Government. 

“The object of die proposed discussion should be to convince the Minister 
that wc have good grounds to complain of his conduct, but it must not' be 
pushed so far as to convey against him the imputation of a violation of the 
treaty. 

“It is probable diat, in die course of the discussion, an advantage may 
be taken for obtaining some point that may contribute essentially to the secu- 
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rity of Surat, or to the relief of Govind Row ; and at ail events, the establishing 
a grievance with the Mahrattas, although of no higher a nature than that of 
a slight, will be, in itself, an advantage that may, on some future occasion, 
prove convenient, as they never fail’ to avail themselves of all opportunities 
for recapitulating old injuries, tvhether real or pretended. , 

“The intimate knowledge of the Mahratta character arid politics which 
you possess will suggest, with superior information, the arguments by which 
the discussion is to be supported, but it may be necessary to add my sentiments 
upon two points: first, that although it necessarily results from the princi- 
ples which I have laid down that Govind Row’s application for our interference 
should be answered by the explanations given upon this point, I leave- it to you 
to decide upon the necessity or propriety of communicating them to. him. 
Secondly, that, if any circumstances should have occurred to render it advisable 
to postpone the discussion with the Minister either on the grounds of injury, to 
Govind Row’s interest or otherwise, I leave you at full liberty to determine upon 
this point. ‘ 

“The President and Council of Bombay have been referred to the com- 
munication which they may receive from you respecting Surat, with a request 
that they would attend to them. The principle adopted on this point naturally 
suggests a revocation of the orders for opposing the transfer of the Choutteca, 
but I leave it to your judgment to determine when it should be issued.” 

3. A letter, conformable to the intimation conveyed in the last paragraph 

Consn. 1st November, of f® f re g« n g- has ^cn written to die Government 
from No. 24 to at Bombay, directing that particular attention might be 
No. 47D in- paid to such communications as they might receive from 
c usivc. the Resident at Poonah on this subject. 


Miscellanea. 


4. We transmit, as numbers in the packet, copies of a letter from Sir John 

Consn. 25th October, Kcnnaway, Resident at Hyderabad, conveying his rcSig- 

No. 1. nation of that office, and of the answer which we ordered 

Consn. 1st Novcm- , . „ . 

ber, No. 5. t0 he written to it. 


5. The able ancl judicious conduct of this gentleman in many situations 
of difficulty and embarrassment has been equally honorable to himself and 
advantageous to the interests of his employers ; and it is with sincere concern 
we observe that he has been obliged to relinquish his situation on account of 
the prejudicial effects of the climate upon his constitution. 


6. Wc have appointed Captain W. Kirkpatrick, whose services have . 

already on frequent occasions introduced him to your 
Consn. 1st Novcm- favorable notice, to succeed to the office of Resident 
• cr ' °‘ ‘ at Hydrabad, to which Court he will accordingly 
proceed without delay. 

7. Several ships and vessels employed in carrying on the private trade of 
this country having been recently captured by Frcndi privateers, wc received 
the most pressing applications from the merchants residing under, our protect 
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rion for the equipment of a naval force sufficient to guard their commerce from 
further depredation. 

8. Satisfied as we were of the reasonableness of their claims as well as of 
the truth of their representations wc. never dieless hesitated to put the Company 
to an cxpcncc which the arrival of an armed force from Europe might render 
unnecessary. 

9. No naval reinforcements, however, having yet arrived from Europe, 
and the season being now at hand when die trade eastward commences, we 
have at length been reduced to the alternative of either incurring the expence 
of die equipment solicited, or of submitting to the temporary annihilation of 
this branch of commerce, on the uninterrupted state of which die produce of 
your opium sales most materially depends. 

10. Wc have therefore resolved to fit out a force, of which three of die 
Indiamcn now here are to constitute the principal strength; and we have 
endeavoured so to allot die vessels that, whilst we render an essential benefit 
to die trading interest of this country and secure a fair sale to the opium, we 
trust wc shall not retard die return of such of your ships as we mean to employ 
in this sendee, since, owing cidier to their present destination, or to their places 
in die order of sailing homeward, every' advantage that is expected from their 
appearance in the Strcigli ts [Straits] will have been obtained previous to 
die calculated period of their final departure from hence with cargoes 
for Europe. 

11. Another consideration diat has contributed to confirm us in our pre- 
ference of Indiamcn for diis sendee to vessels belonging to private traders, 
even diough these last were of sufficient force, is that the expence of fitting 
out an Indiaman for such an expedition will be considerably lower, while the 
time necessary for die preparation will also be mudi shorter. 

12. We have not however wholly excluded country vessels in this 
occasion, both because the employing one or two of that description, who 
happen now to be nearly ready for sea, will not retard the general 
equipment, and because dieir force being nearly equal to that of an Indiaman 
will preclude the necessity of detaching an additional number of the latter 
ships. 

13. The terms upon which we are offered those ships that we may possibly 
judge it necessary to employ, at the same time that (compared with the rates 
formerly demanded) dicy are by no means exorbitant, strongly evince the 
eagerness of the mercantile part of the community to procure protection for 
the general trade even at die loss or diminution of private and individual 
emolument. 

14. We have the honour to transmit, as a number in the packet, a copy 
of the Governor General’s minute on this subject, in which the reasons, are 
detailed that have led us to the adoption of the present measure. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be. 

5th of November, 1793. 

(Per Queen Charlotte, cutter.) 

Vol. XVII— 20 \ 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 16 NOVEMBER 1 793 

Measures taken for the protection of private trade against the depredations 
of Freiich cruisers. 


■ POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for the affairs of the United Com- 
pany of .Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. . 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Your Honorable Court have been already apprized of the motives which 
induced us to fit out an armament for the protection of the trade of this 
country against the depredations of the French cruizer's ; and we trust that the 
necessity will appear as urgent to you as it did to us, and that die measures 
which 'we have adopted will meet with. your approbation. 

. 2. The object of the present address is to convey to you the latest possi- . 
ble information on the state- of the armament. . 

3. - The William Pitt , Houghton , Britannia, and Pigot are those amongst 
your chartered ships destined for this service. The Britannia has been sup- 
plied with eighteen, pounders, and the two first named- vessels carry twelves. 
In this destination you will observe a deviation from our original plan by die 
addition of the -Britannia.. The reasons .which . induced the alteration were, 
summarily, a consideration that the Britannia belonged exclusively to the' Com- 
pany and might be detained without the expence of demurrage ; but, more 
particularly, a consideration of her superior force, and because, upon further 
information, we learnt that . the Pigot was an indifferent sailer, and might, 
on this account, delay the expedition, and impede the object of it. In the 
original selection of this , ship, we were guided , by considerations of conveni- 
ence arising from her destination to Bencoolen. -She will, however, accom- 
pany the squadron, from which she may be detached to Bencoolen in pursuit 
of her voyage, if she should be unable to keep Company with the other ships, 
or whenever her assistance may be dispensed with. She carries the stores 
appropriate for the use of your settlement at Fort Marlbro’. 

4. The Nonsuch, belonging to Captain Canning, has been engaged, and 
we believe that no fitter vessel could have been provided for the service wanted. 
The terms are as moderate as we could obtain. 

5. A small vessel of about seventy tons, which the Government -had pre- 
viously taken up for the service of the Andamans, has been added as a tender 
to the squadron ; and we mean, if practicable, to avail ourselves of one of the 
Bombay cruizers,-now supposed to be at Prince of Wales Island, or any vessel 
belonging to the Company which may happen to be there. 

6. We are in hopes that the equipment will be able to leave the. river by 
the 25th of this month ; and we entertain no doubt that it will be in all respects 
adequate to its professed object. 
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7. Of the number of the French vessels cruizing in the Indian seas, we 
have no further particular information than what we have already communi- 
cated to your Honorable Court, excepting intelligence of two privateers, one 
of forty and one of thirty-two guns, which are reported to have been off Ceylon, 
about the end of September. From the difficulty of retaining their station 
there from the month of October to that of January, the declared object of 
die commanders, we conclude that their destination - will probably be towards 
the Eastern Streights. 

8. We have the honor to forward for your information a copy of an appli- 
cation from the commanders of the Indiamen ordered- upon this service widi 
our resolutions upon it. 

We have the honor to be. 
Honorable Sirs, 

Your most obedient and most humble servants. 

Fort William, 

16th of November, 1793. J. Shore/Peter Speke/Wm. Cowper. 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 30 NOVEMBER 1793 

Cornwallis’s views on the Raja of Travancoret’s claim to certain taluks 
ceded by Tipu — Conclusion of the Treaty of Guarantee considered not essen- 
tial as the intentions of the contracting parties were made sufficiently clear 
during the negotiations — Oudh kists paid regularly after Raza Khan became 
Minister — Bright prospects of amicable settlement of the dispute between 
Govind Rao Gaikwad and the Peshwa. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


To die Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last advices transmitted by the Queen Charlotte cutter were dated 
die 5th instant, and we received on the 18th, on the arrival of your ship Kent, 
your dispatches of the 25th of June, 1793. 

2. We have now the honor to reply particularly to such parts of your 
dispatches as demand our attention, avoiding for the sake of perspicuity the 
recapitulation of those paragraphs which contain acknowledgements only of 
former advices or orders and resolutions upon subjects not requiring further 
information. We shall, at die same time, notice the substance of the orders 
replied to, with a reference to the paragraphs containing them. 

3. We shall communicate to the Resident at Poonah your intentions to 

procure a model of a first rate ship of war for die Peshwah, 
Para - 9 - diat he may inform that Court accordingly. 
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Para. 14. 


4. No further proceedings have been held on the subject of the Arab 

Para. 11. snow captured by Captain Biron. 

5. We observe with attention your directions on die eventual claims of 
Sindiah, or any other members of die Mahratta State, in consequence of the 

Peshwah’s assumption of the office of Vakeel til Mutluck, 
if any claims should be preferred on this ground pre- 
judicial to the- British- interests ; and we shall, of course, in that case, be guided 
by the instructions of Lord Cornwallis to Major Palmer 1 ' under date the 9th 
October, 1791,. which have obtained .the sanction of your approbation. The 
acknowledgement of the office and tide claimed by the Peshwah is a subject 
which we shall probably soon have before us for discussion. _ 

6. We shall address the Madras Government on the subject of their com- 

petency to provide . from their increasing resources the 
Para. 24. fund for discharging the peshcush due to the Nizam 

on account of the Northern Sircars. - , 


7. We are sorry it is not yet in our power to gratify your expectations 
of full information regarding die ceded countries on the Malabar Coast as 
the general report of the Bengal Commissioners is not yet arrived. We have 
no doubt that this report, the daily arrival of which we 
Para. 36. have reason to hope, will contain ample and satisfactory 

details on every subject connected with the object of the Commission, and that 
it will enable us to place in a connected view all matters of importance to your 
interests on the west of India. 


8. From a memorandum communicated by Marquis Cornwallis from 
Madras to Sir John Shore, we understand that he considered the proprietory 
right of the diree small talooks belonging to the Rajah of Travancore, and 
included in the statement of Tippoo’s cessions to the Company, too doubtful 
to serve as a ground for persisting in the claim upon Tippoo for a compensation 
for them. At the same time, he thought they should be left in the possession 
of the Rajah of Travancore, referring to the report of the Malabar Commis- 
sioners for the reasons in support of his opinion." 

9. We are happy to receive your approbation of the principles of the 
proposed treaty with the Nizam and Mahrattas for more explicitly defining 
the terms of the Guaranty Treaty. The subject is not yet brought to a con- 
clusion, and there is a late reference from the Resident 

P- at Poonah containing a new form of articles proposed 

by the Poonah Court. We have not yet passed any decision upon it ; but 
whatever may be finally determined, we think it necessary to observe that, in 
the various discussions of the former treaty, the meaning of the contracting 
parties has been so far ascertained and declared as to leave no doubts remain- 
ing as to what may be deemed an infringement of the treaty, or the conduct 
to be pursued by them in that event. 

10. We have the satisfaction to inform you that the kists from Oudc 
since the succession of Hossein Reza Khan to the office of minister on die 

demise of Hyder Beg have, in general, been paid with 
p - 51- ■ regularity, and it shall be our particular care that the 

same regularity be observed in future. ■ 
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11. Wc have directed particular enquiry to be made for the Oude corres- 

pondence between the years 1778 and 1786, a copy of 
P ‘ 52 ' which is required by your orders in the paragraph 

referred to, and wc shall communicate the result in our next dispatches. 

12. • Your orders in tlicfee paragraphs on the subject of Mr. George Perrott’s 

claims on the inhabitants of Broach have been delivered 
. P. 53 & 54. to jjy. G ovcrn o r General, that the necessary attention 

may be paid to them in his correspondence with the Resident with Sindiah, 
and the result - will be officially communicated to you. 

. 13. We. have .die sinccrcst satisfaction in informing you that the Poonah 
Administration hare seceded from dieir exorbitant claims upon the .territories 
and property of Govindrow Guikwar, and that there is every prospect of a 
favourable termination of this affair. The deeds by which he consented to 
surrender a part of his patrimony have been delivered up by the Poonah 
Durbar. 

14. For the principles by which we have been actuated on this occasion, 
we beg leave to refer you to the instructions sent by the Governor General to 
die Resident at Poonah on the 1st instant, a copy of which was transmitted 
by die Charlotte cutter, 2 and to his further instructions of the 29th of Novem- 
ber in reply to the letters of Sir C. W. Malet. Copies of these papers are sent 
numbers in this packet. 

15. *Wc had the honor of writing to you on the 16th instant for the 
purpose of affording you the latest information in our power relative to the 
armament fitted out from hence for the protection of the trade of this country 
against the depredations of the French cruizcrs ; but our letter was not in time 
to reach the packet, and it is sent with the present dispatch, together with 
copies of our secret and public instructions to die senior officer of the squadron 
employed upon diis service, and copies of our letters to the Government 
General at Batavia, the Government of Columbo, the Deputy Governor and 
Council at Fort Marlbro’, and your Superintendant at Prince of Wales Island, 
relative to the objects of the armament. We beg leave to refer to these papers, 
as containing our orders relative to your ship Pigot, upon which we have 
embarked a quantity of military stores, required at Bencoolen, 8 a number of 
artificers wanted at the settlement, and the proportion of opium (300 chests) 
whidi is annually sent to that Residency. 

16. Two officers have been deputed by us to survey the condition of the 
vessels previous to their departure ; and as their report will comprize a return" 
of the men and guns, wc shall transmit it, as soon as we receive it, to Admiral 
Cornwallis at Bombay, with copies of the public and private instructions given 
to the commander and captains. 


Fort William, 

30th November, 1793. 


We have the honor to be &ca. 


(Per Barrington.) 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 17 JANUARY 1794 

Boundary disputes with Tipu adjusted — Although the Nizam’s claim to 
certain villages had not been settled, the return of hostages considered desirable 
for promoting good understanding with Tiptt—Compahy not to support the 
Nizam iri his disputes with Mahadji Sindia — Company not to press for the 
conclusion of the proposed Treaty of Guarantee — A Brahmin who was con- 
demned to death reprieved at the request of the Peshwa — Report of the 
Malabar Commissioners submitted — importance of Cochin and proposals for 
its purchase — Depredations of the Coolie pirates — Peace apparently established 
in Assam. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the - Honorable the' Court of Directors for die affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. In detailing the political occurrences from the 30th of November, the 
date of our address by the Berrington, we shall, as far as possible, comprize 
them under the distinct . heads to which they refer, that each subject may 
come before you in a clear and connected point of view. 


Tippoo Sultaun. 

2. At the period of the departure of Marquis Cornwallis from Madras, 
some claims between the Company and Tippoo, relating chiefly to the revenue 
of certain villages transferred in consequence of the Treaty of Seringapatam, 
remained unadjusted ; His Lordship, with a view to a speedy, final and liberal 
accommodation, addressed specific proposals to Tippoo Sultaun on the 5th of 
October ; and we have the satisfaction to inform you that an answer has since 

been received from the Sultaun expressing his acquies- 
C ° nSr jier 6th Decern- cence j n His Lordship’s propositions, and signifying that 
he had sent orders to his officers to deliver up the villages 
belonging to the talooks of Coolagurry [Solagherry] 1 and Verapatchy to the 
Company. 

3. Previous to the arrival of the Sultaun’s answer, a reference had been 
made to us from the Presidency of Madras of a letter from Captain Macleod 
containing his enquiry and opinion on the subjects under discussion. . It is 
unnecessary to recapitulate our instructions in points settled by the acquies- 
cence of Tippoo, which superceded all further discussion, and the Government 

of Fort St. George was of course directed to adopt the 
^° nSI ber^ Decern- propositions of Marquis Cornwallis. But, as our instruc- 
tions were written before the receipt of Tippoo’s acquies- 
cence, and as they applied to other points not mentioned by His Lordship, 
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we resolved to dispatch them for the guidance and information of the Madras 
Government in matters not affected by Tippoo’s acquiescence. 

4. The questions left undecided related to a watercourse of the Caveri 
and to the transfer of certain villages belonging to Caroor, restored to Tippoo 
at the peace. 

5. The watercourse is situated in the possessions of Tippoo Sultaun ; 
and the ryots of the Company, at some period previous to the war, had usually 
enjoyed the advantage of obtaining water from it for the use of their lands 
on paying a compensation to the ryots of Tippoo. Our instructions were to 
the following effect : — 

6. That it did not appear to us that we had a right to insist upon the 
watercourse cut from the Caveri being kept open, and notwithstanding any 
consequences to the lands of the Company from- its being shut, we- could not 
but express our disinclination to the payment of any consideration by the ryots 
of the Company for the benefit which they might derive from it. 

7. It seemed to us that a connection of this kind might prove a source 
of future altercations, that other places might be in a similar situation with 
respect to the Caveri, and that further claims of a similar nature might be 
founded on the admission of the precedent. We recommended therefore that 
Captain Macleod should be directed to state to Tippoo’s officers the expecta- 
tions which we had a right to entertain, from the spirit of conciliation exhibited 
by us in every discussion which has succeeded the Treaty of Seringapatam, 
that their master would not permit his subjects to deprive ours of a benefit 
which might be conferred without injury to them, and that we trusted the 
friendship now subsisting between the Wo States would be promoted by every 
act in which the reciprocal convenience of both might be assisted without 
injury to either. 

8. With respect to the villages of Caroor, which, it was asserted, under 
the circumstances of a dubious title, had been fordbly seized by Samy Naig, 
a subject of the Company, we resolved that they should be restored, or retained, 
according to their situation with respect to the Caveri river ; and our right 
to them, and consequent possession, ought to be determined by this situation. 
But whatever the right might be, we recommended in the strongest terms 
to the Government of Madras the discouragement and disapprobation of the 
act of forcible possession imputed to Samy Naig, and left it to their considera- 
tion to determine whether, under any claim of right, it would be worth while 
to renew or open a negotiation for an equivalent for these villages, and 
whether it would not be more adviceable, supposing the case truely represented 
by Tippoo’s officers, to direct the restitution of Casawarree &ca., which were 
said to be taken possession of by the Polygar of Ramgheery. 

9. -We have entered into a longer detail upon this subject than the impor- 
tance of it seems to merit ; and we trust that all boundary discussions between 
the Company and Tippoo Sultaun are either finally concluded, or the grounds 
of adjustment so far settled as to prevent the renewal of future altercation. 
It is only necessary to add that we have been guided by the same liberal spirit 
of conciliation which the Marquis Cornwallis invariably adopted, and that 
by the adjustment made in conformity to his propositions a balance otfiagodas 
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3,967 has been relinquished, for which an equivalent might have been claimed 
from Tippoo. 

10. * It is with much concern we inform- you of the probability of some 
delay in the restoration of the- hostage princes in consequence of claims pre- 
ferred by the Nizam in virtue of the Treaty of Seringapatam to certain.villages 
not surrendered by Tippoo. 

11. The claims of His Highness the Nizam are not recent; they. have 
been long known to Tippoo Sultan, who, in July last, signified to Marquis 
Cornwallis his consent for deputing an aumeen to . meet one on the part of 
the Nizam for the purpose of investigating the rights of the respective parries 
to the villages in question. From whatever cause the aumeen was never sent 
by Tippoo, and so far the delay in the adjustment of these daims may be 
imputed to him. 

12. As depositaries of the guaranty of the Treaty of Seringapatam, we 
considered the faith of this Government more particularly pledged to see the 
stipulations in favor of the Allies punctually fulfilled, whilst we were, at the 
same time, sensible of the disappointment and mortification which Tippoo 

• Sultaun must- feel from a delay in the return of his sons at the moment of 
anxious expectation. 

13. We deemed it particularly unfortunate that this occurrence should 
so soon have succeeded die departure of Marquis Cornwallis, from whose 
assurances Tippoo had. every reason to expect die immediate restoration of 
his sons.' All the stipulations of the treaty excepting the payment of the 
third hist to the Peshwah, and the surrender of the villages claimed by the 
Nizam have been fulfilled; and we have every reason to expect the arrival 
of the' dedaration from the Courts of Hydrabad and Poonah that the kists 
had been paid, and that the Nizam and Peshwah had no further claims on 
Tippoo’s Government by virtue of the Treaty of Seringapatam. Lord Corn- 
wallis, in his last address to the Sultaun on the 5th October, informed him 
that on the receipt of this declaration Iris sons would be immediately restored. 

. 14. The notification of .the Nizam’s claims was introduced by letter from 
our Resident at Hydrabad, enclosing a copy of an address from Azeem ul 
Omrah, the Nizam’s Minister, to Tippoo Sultan, and we lost no time in 
communicating our sentiments upon, it to the Government of Madras, who 
had adopted the same conclusion as we had done on the effect of the Nizam’s 
claims. 

15. For the resolutions which we formed on this occasion, we beg leave 
to refer you to the letters which were respectively addressed to Tippoo Sultaun, 
Sir John Kennaway and the Madras Government. ... 

16. That, to the former, both in terms .and arguments, is calculated to 
reconcile the Sultaun to the probability of a delay in the return of his sons, 
and to convince him that, although no inducement could prevail upon us to 
depart from our established principle of preserving good faith in all our 
engagements, we were equally disposed to adopt any measure in our power 
to facilitate the restoration of the hostage princes. We appealed to that spirit 
of accommodation which had invariably influenced our conduct in all transac- 
tions between him and the Allies as arising out of the Treaty of Seringapatam ; 
and to obviate any suspicions excited by his present disappointment, we 
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specifically detailed the state of the stipulations of the treaty pointing out to 
him that nothing remained to compleat the performance of them, but the 
payment of the third hist to die Peshwah, and the adjustment of the Nizam's 
claims to die villages stated in his Minister’s address. To facilitate this latter 
point, we offered, if he should desire it, die mediation of an English commis- 
sioner to assist die discussions of the aumeens deputed respectively by him and 
the Nizam for investigating their mutual claims to the villages in question. 

17. The Resident at Hydrabad was fully apprized of the principles of our 
conduct ; but we directed him further to urge such considerations to the Nizam 
as might induce him to wave his opposition to the return of the hostage princes 
without renouncing his claim to the villages which he deemed himself 
entitled to. 

18. Your Honorable Court will observe that the Resident was particularly 
enjoined to offer these considerations as die result of his own judgement, and 
not as the suggestions of this Government. They were founded on the fol- 
lowing arguments, whidi we shall abstract in such a manner as will shew the 
reflections whidi led to them: — the disposition invariably shewn by the Com- 
pany to facilitate the return of die hostage princes as a precedent of imitation 
for die Nizam; die effects of Tippoo’s disappointment by withholding the 
return of the hostages with regard to the future good understanding of the 
two Courts contrasted with die advantages resulting from the Nizam’s acquies- 
cence; die importance of the villages demanded as to value and situation, 
and die certainty of the Nizam’s right to them, opposed to the consequences 
of a perseverance in a dubious claim. 

19. In die papers referred to, we trust you will perceive what we meant 
to express, a resolution to adhere inviolably to the terms of the treaty, combined 
with die object of facilitating the return of the hostages. The former will be 
evident to die Nizam from the communications which the Resident at 
Hydrabad has been instructed to make to him on the part of this Govern- 
ment, and from our address to Tippoo which he will see ; and the Sultaun, 
whatever impression he may receive from his disappointment with respect to 
the return of his sons, must be satisfied that this event is not delayed upon 
frivolous pretences, and that it is our wish to promote it. He ought further 
to perceive that with every inclination to gratify him we deem an adherence 
to justice and good faith an inviolable maxim. 

20. We flatter ourselves that his expectations of receiving his sons will 
not be long delayed, possibly not beyond the date of the receipt of the intelli- 
gence that the last kist has been paid to the Peshw'ah. It is in his own power 
to determine the period of his sons’ return by relinquishing to the Nizam the 
villages claimed by him ; but we think that a tendency tow'ards accommoda- 
tion on the part of the Nizam would be more calculated to promote a future 
good understanding between the two Courts. 

21. We shall add in this place all that appears material for your particular 
information regarding the Nizam. 

22. He still remains at Bidder, pursuing the negotiations which he has 
long been engaged in with the Peshwah and Madajee ; Sandia. e re no 
particular information either of the object or nature of his te po n uzn- 
sacdons, but it appears from a reference whieh 1* ! ‘ ED “ ttr ’*** " 2d ' “ 
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Sir John Kennaway :that he apprehended demands from Sindiah. and he wished 
to know how far this Government would assist him by its support or mediation, 
in case his resistance to these demands should terminate in hostilities. 

23. We had no hesitation in forming a resolution on the reference, that 
our connections with Mahadajee Sindiah precluded our. assisting .the Nizam 
against him in the- event of hostilities . between them, that we could not offer 
a mediation, and that an application from both parties must precede any 
deliberation on the propriety of granting it. 

24. This resolution will not he explained to the Nizam, unless the refer- 
ence to our Resident .should be renewed, which we do not apprehend will he 
the case. The terms of the communication, if necessity should require it, 
will of course he explanatory and conciliatory. 

25. With respect to the less • important information from . the' Resident 
at Hydrabad relating to repeated delays in the payment of - the detachment, 
and to a renter who was supposed to have fled from the' Nizam’s Government 

6 December and to have taken refuge in ours, we beg' leave -to refer 

you to the proceedings noted in the margin. With 
regard to the : first, we directed the Resident to remonstrate with the Minister, 
and if that should fail, he was authorized to take up money for bills omBengal 
or Madras, the amount of which would-be deducted 'from the current -pes/tcws/i. 

26. The renter alluded to has not, as we are informed by the Governor 
General, been discovered in the Company’s provinces or at Benares, where 
he was supposed to have fled. 

27. In their -transactions, with the -Court of Poonah, -two subjects only 
occur which require your particular attention ; the negotiations carried on- by 
our Resident with that Court for concluding, the Guaranty Treaty in explana- 
tion of the 10th and 13th articles of the Treaties of Poona and Paangul, and 
the termination of the -Guikwar controversy. 

28. We beg leave to refer your Honorable Court to- the papers sent 
numbers in the packet for the particulars of their transactions, which arc subs- 
tantially as follows : — 

Instead of adopting the articles of the treaty proposed by Marquis Corn- 
wallis 2 , the Peshwah, after a long interval of consideration, substituted a- new 
draft of a treaty, 2 which, with’ the Resident’s remarks upon" it, is recorded in 
:the proceedings referred to. 

' 29. In discussing these articles we adopted the following preliminary 
propositions. That nothing be admitted in the new treaty, that is not strictly 
explanatory of the article which is the basis of it. 

30. That none of die articles inserted in the Treaties of Pangul and Poonah 
be repeated in it, and that nothing he admitted in it contrary to the terms 

• of the Treaty of Seringapatam. 

31. By the application of these propositions, many of the articles substi- 
tuted by die Peshwah were excluded, or objected to; and upon the whole we 
concluded that no' deviation' should be admitted from the draft of the treaty 
proposed by Marquis Cornwallis, with. an excepted alteration in the 6th article 
of it only. 
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32. By the terms of this article, it appeared that a latitude was given to 
die contracting parties to purchase grain in each other’s ; dominions at all 
times duty free, but we deemed it adviseable to restrict the exempted purchases 
to die period of actual hostilities only; and upon this principle, a modification 
was made in this article, which now stands as follows: — 

“Should it be necessary for the prosecution of die war, when actually 
commenced, to raise recruits of men, or purchase elephants, horses, camels, 
bullocks or grain, the contracting parties shall have liberty so to do within the 
dominions of each other, and no duties or customs shall be demanded or 
levied upon the several articles purchased.” 

33. Considering the general unimportance of most of the articles proposed 
by the Mahrattas, die suggestion which dictated the new form of a treaty 
appeared principally to have arisen in the idea of avoiding an avowed confirma- 
tion of the Treaty of Seringapatam, and in the hopes of establishing their claim 
to the peshcttsli upon die remaining dominions of Tippoo Sultaun. Their 
alteration of the preamble and omission of the 3d article of the original draft 
strongly support this conclusion, which it was our policy and duty to oppose. 

34. Considering the discussions which the 10th and 13th articles of the 
Treaties of Paungul and Poonali have undergone, the unqualified assent of the 
Hydrabad Minister to the draft proposed by Lord Cornwallis, and the declara- 
tion of die Poonah Government of the 3d July last, we saw no cogent reasons 
for die conclusion of a new explanatory treaty. No doubts, after what has 
passed, can possibly be entertained as to the meaning of the articles which the 
new treaty proposes to explain, nor as to the conduct to be pursued by the 
Allies in the event of an infraction of the treaty of peace by Tippoo. 

35. Induced by these arguments, we directed the Resident not to press 
die conclusion of the treaty, unless the Mahrattas themselves should bring it 
forward to discussion, but to suffer the negotiation to be dormant for the 
present until the Mahrattas should themselves renew it. In that case we 
determined that the draft prepared by Lord Cornwallis should be adopted 
with the proposed alteration of the 6th article only. 

36. We had the honor to advice you in our address of the 30th November 
that the Mahrattas had relinquished their claims upon the territories of 
Govindrao Guikwar, and we are happy to observe that the accommodation 
entered into between him and the Poona Government has been continued 
without interruption. We did not deem it expedient to comply with an appli- 
cation which lie made to us through Sir C. W. Malet for pecuniary assistance, 
as the advance required by him was incompatible with the state of your finances, 
and the negotiation would probably have alarmed the jealousy of the 
Mahrattas. 

37. We transmit, as a number in the packet, a copy of a letter from 
Sir Charles Malet to the Bombay Government, stating that the Peshwah had 
applied to him in the most urgent terms for the remission of the sentence 
of death which had been pronounced upon a Brahmin at Bombay, who had 
been tried before the. Mayor’s Court for a murder. 

38. The Government at Bombay referred the final decision of the business 
to His Majesty’s Justices. They were of opinion that, although it. did not 
appear to them that the Bramin was more entitled to His Majesty’s clemency 
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than the other prisoners ' convicted and condemned for similar crimes, yet, 
as they were sensible of the importance of shelving every attention in their 
power to all requests made to Government by the'Maratta State, they have 
requested us to forward a copy of Sir C. Malet’s letter to you by the first 
dispatch, and have agreed that the -man. be reprieved until His Majesty’s 
pleasure is known. 

39. In the preceding detail we have comprized all the material political 
occurrences, and we are happy in the reflection that we have no reason to 
apprehend any interruption to the good understanding which now generally 
subsists between the Company and the principal powers in Hindostan. 


Nabob of Arcot. 


December 16. 


40. In the proceedings noted in the margin, your Honorable Court will 

perceive a reference from the Government of Madras 
COnS berfNo D 12 Cem " on an application from His Highness the Nabob of 
Arcot to purchase the military stores and guns taken 
in Pondicherry. As it is our wish to gratify the Nabob whenever it can 
be done without inconvenience, we resolved to comply with his request, and 
accordingly desired Sir Charles Oakeley to . dispose of 
to him such of the military stores . in Pondicherry as 
were not wanted for the use of the Company. 

41. We have received several representations, from His Highness relating 
to the polygars who, by the terms of the treaty concluded by Marquis Corn- 
wallis, now pay their revenues to the officers of the Company at Madras. 

42. That disorders , should still subsist amongst- a race of people over 
whom- no regular government has ever been established is naturally to be 
expected, and time and attention are requisite for the introduction of order 
and subordination. But whilst we are fully convinced of the propriety of 
the arrangements concluded by the late Governor General with respect to 
the polygars, we are equally satisfied that a return to the former system 
would little contribute to the suppression of these disorders, which prevailed 
in a much greater degree when die polygars paid their revenues immediately 
to His Highness. 


43. Our answer to the Nabob was conformable to the tenor of these 
remarks, and, in reply to an application from him on the subject of the 
adjustment of his accounts with die Company, we have assured him that every 
exertion on our parts shall be made to complete this arduous and intricate 
business without loss of time. With a view to facilitate this object we have 
appointed a committee for investigating the accounts, and to report upon 
them. 


44. Wc have received the report of the proceedings of the Commissioners 
on the Malabar Coast, and we have the satisfaction to add that Mr. Duncan 
is returned to Bengal. We are not at present prepared to offer you our senti- 
ments on the important arrangements concluded by them. The report and 
appendix are too. voluminous to admit of an abstract, but our attention will 
be directed to the subject generally, as well as occasionally, when necessity 
requires it. 
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45. . We request the attention of your Honorable Court to an address from 
Consn. 27th Decern- ^ Supra visor on the -Malabar Coast relative to a treaty 

ber, Nos. 23,- said to be on foot between the Dutch and the Ram Rajah 
24 & 25. f or t h c purchase of Cochin. 

46. We cannot but dissent from the sentiments of the Supravisor on the 
unimportance of Cochin to the English Company, and the Commander in 
Chief has submitted to us his opinion on this subject, in which we rea dil y 
concur, that die possession of Cochin (widi its dependencies), could it be 
acquired upon reasonable terms, would be of great importance to the interests 
of the Honorable Company on the Malabar Coast for the following reasons: — 

1st. Because as a place of strength, it would become an excellent 
depot for warlike stores, provisions &ca. } &ca., for die security of their 
southern territories and those of their friend and ally, the Rajah of 
Travancore. 

2dly. Because its situadon near die mouth of a fine river (over the 
bar of which there is more water by several feet than over 4 any other on die 
coast) renders it very commodious for commerce. 5 

3d. Because the country abounds in excellent timber, and ships of 
1,000 tons burthen are conveniendy built there. 

4th. Because it would contribute gready to an exclusive trade in 
pepper in favor of the Company. 

And lasdy, because it would totally put a stop to the barbarous traffic 
in slaves, which is at present most shamefully carried on to a considerable 
extent by the Dutch to the great detriment of the British possessions on 
that coast. 

47. It is to be observed that the Company have no fortress near the sea 
from Cavai river to Cochin, except Cannanore 6 , which is situated at no great 
distance from the northern boundary, and which when put into a proper state 
of defence will afford a depot in that quarter: an object which we conceive 
to be of consequence, whether it be considered as a security for the northern 
districts of the ceded countries, or as a place from whence, should an invasion 
of Mysore ever again become necessary, heavy artillery, stores, provisions &ca. 
may be conveyed by water to Ercoor 7 , a port only 18 miles distant from the 
Pushirkeram Gaut. 8 

48. The preceding detail is submitted to your Honorable Court in the 
view of assisting you to. form an. opinion on the propriety of entering. into a 
negotiation with die Dutch for die .purchase of Cochin and its dependencies, 
which, we understand, die Chief of that settlement was some time ago willing 
to dispose of to die English Company. 

49. In die proceedings referred to, a letter from die Rajah of Travancore 

is recorded containing specific proposals for a more intimate connection and 
alliance with the English Company. . We think it unnecessary to recapitulate 
them in this place, as we have not yet formed any resolution upon them, and 
the subject will come before, you in a more satisfactory form when we arc 
able to communicate to you- the Rajah’s proposals with our sentiments upon • 
them. . . .: 

50. We have however diought it necessary to remonstrate with him, in 
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consequence of pointed complaints from die Government of Bombay, that 
he had failed in his contract for supplying rite Company with pepper, and we 
trust diat our representations will induce him to a more punctual discharge 
of his engagements. 

51. The Government of Bombay having informed us that the merchants 
of their Presidency, were exposed to rite depredations of certain pirates residing 
in the Gulph of Cambay, known by the denomination, of Coolies, and that 
several ships had been captured by these marauders, who were described 
as unconnected with the Mahratta Government, or . that of any other native 
power, to which a remonstrance might be made against their piracies, we 
authorized widiout hesitation rite Bombay Government to employ their cruizers 
in destroying, the boats of diese pirates, taking care that the force directed to 
this object should be sufficient. 

52. Wc are concerned to inform you that His Excellency Admiral 
Cornwallis has notified to us his, resolution to return to Europe as soon as die 
Minerva is refitted. His letter dated the 11th of December from Bombay 

is recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin. 

J ami ' Although wc were fully sensible of the inadequacy of 
one vessel for the purpose of general protection, wc could 
entertain no doubt diat essential benefit would be derived from the continu- 
ance of His Majesty’s ship the Minerva in India. We lost no time in expressing 
these sentiments to His Excellency Admiral. Cornwallis, widi such further 
arguments as.wc hoped might prevail upon him to alter his resolution, and 
we requested diat die Bombay Government would tender to him the frigate 
which we understand has been lately built there, or any odier vessel belong- 
ing to the Company’s marine which die Admiral might deem an useful 
accession to his force. 


Assam. 

53. Your Honorable Court has already been duly apprized of the motives 
and object of the interference of diis Government in die affairs of Assam. 
Wc arc much concerned that the benevolent views whidi dictated our inter- 
position should have been impeded by the peculiar situation of affairs in diat 
country as arising out of the character of the Rajah and his Ministers, and 
the jealousies and animosities of the principal people. The Rajah of Dcringh, 
whose opposition to his sovereign, supported by the subjects of these provinces, 
first induced die Rajah of Assam to apply for our assistance, has returned 
to his allegiance, and has been restored to his possessions ; and the chieftains 
known by the name of Gosscins [ Gohains ] 9 , who possess considerable power 
and influence in Assam, have been pardoned by the Rajah, and will, wc hope, 
assist in re-establishing order in that distracted country. 

54. One of die Rajali’s principal Ministers (who has long been dismissed 
from his service) widi his son have been sent to Rungporc by Captain Welsh, 
as lie deemed this measure the only effectual mode of depriving them of power 
to foment old, or create new, disturbances ; and the Rajah has declared his 
intention to appoint new Ministers in die room of those dismissed as soon 
as lie shall have obtained die suffrages of the chiefs. 
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55. This will, we imagine, greatly contribute to quiet tire apprehensions 
of the people in general who dreaded the restoration of . the late Ministers. 

56. For more particular informations regarding Assam, we beg leave 
to refer you to the proceedings of the annexed date containing a minute of the 

Governor General on this .subject, and certain queries 
Consn. January 6th. w ]-,j c h we h ave directed to be made to Captain Welsh. 

57. The object of those queries is to obtain precise information on the 
leading points by which die interference of this Government was originally 
suggested, and hence to enable us to determine on the mode, extent, and 
propriety of its continuance. We shall be happy if the result should corres- 
pond with our anxious expectations for die limitation of its duration. 

Napaul. 

58. We have die honor to transmit to you a memoir co mm unicated by 
Captain Kirkpatrick containing the result of his enquiries and observations 
during his deputation to Napaul, togedier widi a copy of his letter which 
accompanied his narrative. 

59. An application having been made to us from the Rajah of Almora 

for our assistance in the disputes subsisting between him 
C ° nSI Not ‘^nsMo' an d Rajah of Napaul, an answer was returned informing 

him that the general principles of our conduct, as well 
as the friendly connection between the English and the Rajah of Napaul, 
precluded the possibility of our interference. 

Miscellanea. 

60. On our consultations of the annexed dates, you will find the muster 

rolls and a general return of the crews on board the 
C ° nS, bcr 9t No D j Cccrn ' squadron under the command of Commodore Mitchell, 

* * ' together with a minute of the Governor General’s, testi- 

fying his sense of die assiduity and exertion of the gendemen employed in 
Consn. 9 December, equipping die squadron for sea. 

No. 10. 

61. We transmit as a number in the packet a copy of a letter written 
by us to Captain Mitchell upon the arrival of a report here that the French 
had captured Bencooleh. We have not received any confirmation of this 

report, which we think very dubious, particularly as a 
16 December, No. 1. countr y vessel is lately arrived from the west coast of 
Sumatra without having received any intelligence of this event. The additional 
instructions communicated to Captain Mitchell in consequence of the first 
report are recorded on the dates noted. 

62. We also transmit as a number in the packet a copy of our latest 
advices from Commodore Mitchell dated off Junk Ceylon, where he had arrived 
on the 15th of December with his fleet all well. 

63. On our consultations of the annexed date you will find a copy of a 
letter addressed to us by the Secret and Superintending Committee at Canton 

from which you will learn, as we have, done, with much 
3 January, No. 2. pleasure of the honorable reception of His Excellency 
Lord Macartney 10 upon his landing. 
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64. We transmit as a number in the packet a copy of an application 
from the Governor and Council at Batavia for such 
eccm r, o. . naval aid for the protection of their trade as we might 
deem adequate to that purpose or be able to afford. 

We have the honor to be &ca.. 

Fort William, 

17th January, 1794. (Signed) Governor General in Council. 

( Per Wm. Henry.) . . 
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Captain Mitchell and the French in East Indies waters. 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honorable the Court of Directors for affairs of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor to transmit for the information of your Honorable 
Court copies of a letter and its enclosure this day received from Captain 
Mitchell ; and we arc happy to conclude from the resolution which he has 
formed of proceeding on his original destination, and sendirig the Pigot to 
Bencoolen, that he deems the report of the capture of that place unfounded. 

2. With respect to, the force ' of the enemy said to be stationed in the 
Straits of Sunda, we have no additional information to authenticate the report, 
which we trust is greatly exaggerated, if not altogether without foundation ; 
and Captain Mitchell, in conformity to the fifteenth article of his secret instruc- 
tions, will, we conclude, at all events, avoid exposing his squadron to a force 
superior to his own, admitting the intelligence, communicated by the Dutch 
Governor at Malacca, of a 36 gun ship under Pulo Accor, as well as the report 
relating to the French privateer of 22 guns. We have the fullest confidence 
that the force under Captain Mitchell is competent to cope with or destroy 
them. 


We have the honor to be &ca., 

Fore William, Honorable Sirs, 

20th January, 1794. Your most faithful humble servants. 


(Per Wm. Henry) 


Signed. Governor and Council. 
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POLITICAL LETTER ■ DATED 13 FEBRUARY • 1794 ' 

Payment of the third- instalment of the war indemnity and the return 
of the hostage princes: Tipu urged to adjust the Nizam’s claims— Menace 
from French privateers equipped at Mauritius. ‘ - - 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

t 

T O the Honorable the Court" of Directors for the affairs of the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last dispatches from this Department were dated the 17th of 
January, and we now have the. honor of addressing you for the purpose of 
laying before you a brief recital of the most material occurrences, previous to 
the transmission of a more detailed account by a future opportunity. 

2. In the 20th paragraph of our last letter, we acquainted you with the 
obstacles that had arisen to the return of the hostage princes, and with the 
measures we had adopted to facilitate an event relative to which Tippoo 
Sultaun had expressed, and naturally felt, so much solicitude. 

3. We have now the pleasure to inform you that His Highness the Nizam 
expressed his consent to the immediate restoration of the hostage princes, if 
we were satisfied that the points in litigation between the two Sircars, would 
be satisfactorily settled after their release, and approved of their going before 
they were adjusted ; and deeming this declaration fully sufficient, we did not 
hesitate to audiorizc the -restoration of the princes, whenever upon the receipt 
of intelligence that the last kist had been paid to the Peshwah. We have 
informed the Nizam, that, while, we consider this, conciliatory conduct on his 
part as greatly tending to promote that harmony and cordiality which it is 
the wish of the confederates to maintain with Tippoo Sultaun, we were at the 
same time convinced that the return of the hostages would expedite, rather 
than retard, the adjustment of his claims. 

4. It may be proper to apprize you that the letter addressed by the 
Nizam’s Minister Azeem ul Omrah to Tippoo. Sultaun was. not forwarded to 
their master by the vakeels at Fort St. George, but a representation was made 
by them to. Azeem ul Omrah in reply ; that the Nizam’s acquiescence was 
granted upon this representation ; and that Sir Charles Oakley on the receipt 
of it deferred die communication of the address from this Government , to 
Tippoo Sultaun, noticed in our dispatches to your Honorable Court under 
date 17th January, 1794. The Resident at Hydrabad, for similar reasons, 
very properly suspended the communications directed in the Governor 
General's address to him of the 24th December, of which a copy 
was transmitted to you. 

Voi. xvn— 2i . \ 
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5. We have the honor to send endosed copy of a letter from the Governor 
General to Tippoo Sultaun to be delivered to him by Captain Doveton on his 
arrival at Seringapatam with the princes. You will observe that it is calculated 
to impress on Tippoo the importance and necessity of a speedy adjustment 
of the claims of die Nizam, and of defining with predsion the boundaries of 
their respective dominions, with, constant reference to the obligations of die 
Treaty of Seringapatam, and to the engagements subsisting between the English, 
the Peshwah, and the Nizam. It is obvious that any apparent inattention 
on our part to the interest of our Allies would be taken advantage of by 
Tippoo; and good faith and policy required that we should convince both 
him and them of our regard to their interests, and of our determination to 
observe the engagements by which those interests as well as our own arc 
provided • for. We believe and trust that all causes of litigation now 
subsisting between the Nizam and Tippoo Sultaun will be speedily 
and happily setded. 

6. Your Resident at Poonah having subsequendy communicated to us 
the intelligence of the receipt of the third kist by the Peshwah, and that no 
further claim remained to be adjusted between that Court and Tippoo, we 
have written to Sir Charles Oakeley to authorize the departure of the princes 
to Seringapatam. 

7. We transmit copies of two letters received from His Excellency the 
Nabob of Oiide, one addressed to His Majesty, and the other to your Honorable 
Court. 


8. You will receive in die packet some heads of intelligence laid before us 
relative to the enemy’s privateers under equipment from the Isle of France, 
which have induced us to direct that the instructions, of which we enclose a 
copy, should be given to the Commodore or Senior Commander of the ships, 
now proceeding to Europe relative, among other subjects, to the track he 
should pursue to avoid them. A copy of the orders sent on this occasion to 
the Captains of the Kent, Northumberland, Warren Hastings, and Earl 
Cornwallis is also transmitted herewith. It is superfluous to add that in the 
event of the continuance of the war, the trade of India will be left at the 
mercy of the French without that naval assistance from Europe which wc 
have long and anxiously expected. 

9. It appears from the Bombay Gazette that His Excellency Admiral 
Cornwallis sailed from that setdement on the 12th of January before our 
address of the 8th of January could reach him, and wc conclude, agreeably 
to the notification he made to us, that he is gone to Europe. 

Wc have the honor to be &ca., &ca., 

Fort William, 

13th February, 179-1. Signed. Governor and Council, 


(Per Deptford.) 
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Burmese cuter Chittagong and demand surrender of certain fugitives. 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honorable the Court of Directors for affairs of the United Company 
of Merchants of England .trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. It is not in our power by this dispatch to submit to you our late 
proceedings containing information of the entrance of the Burma troops into 
the province of Chittagong ; but we deem it necessary to communicate to you 
the intelligence we have received from the Magistrate of Chittagong on this 
subject, and to apprize you of the measures which we have adopted in conse- 
quence. 

2. The river Naaf forms the boundary between the Company’s territories 
on tire east of Chittagong and the country of the Mugs in Aracan, which 
some years ago was conquered by the King of Pegu ; and about the 20th of 
January, information was received by the Magistrate of Chittigong that the 
Burmas or subjects of the King of Pegu had crossed the Naaf to the number 
of fifteen hundred, and had taken post on this side within the province of 
Chittigong. Letters were at the same time received by the Magistrate from the 
General of the Burma troops and other officers under the Pegu Government^ 
and three persons under the title of Embassadors also arrived at Chittigong. 
Later intelligence states the number of Burma troops to exceed seven thousand, 
and that they have strongly entrenched themselves in five separate forts 
composed of earth and felled trees. 

3. Some years ago several of the inhabitants of Aracan fled from that 
country and settled in Chittigong upon land assigned to them for that purpose, 
and there is reason to helieve that they may have committed depredations 
in Aracan. The restitution of tire refugees, and satisfaction for the depre- 
dations said to have been committed by them, are the causes assigned in the 
letters from the officers of the Pegu Government for the entrance of their 
troops within our territories ; and from their conduct and declarations we have 
reason to believe that they mean to attempt inforcing their claims, if they 
should be refused. It further appears that a larger force has been assembled 
in Aracan, fit to support the demands of the Pegu Government. 

4. The Magistrate of Chittagong observes that the invaders are armed 

with French musquets, and that, two days before this intelligence reached 
him, a report was current among the principal inhabitants of that town that 
the Pegu Government had been led by the advice of the French, and in league 
with them' to attempt the conquest of Chittigong ; but we have no reason 
whatever to suppose that the Burmas are accompanied by any of the. subjects 
of France. »•' 
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5. Some troops have been detached from Chittigong to observe the 
motions of the Burmas, who have not hitherto acted offensively ; and a larger 
force has been ordered to be ready' to act as. occasion may require. To the 
requisitions of the Burma officers we have directed the Magistrate to reply 
substantially that we will not permit the subjects of our Government, nor 
persons living under its protection, to commit depredations upon those of 
another state; and if these acts can be established,. that the authors of them 
shall be punished and they shall be compelled to make restitution ; that the 
embassadors with a proper number of attendants may remain to be witnesses 
of the justice of this Government, but rhat we require in the first instance that 
the Burma troops shall evacuate our territories, when a due investigation shall 
immediately ensue. 

6. We have ordered the Magistrate not to act offensively against the 
Burma troops whilst they remain pacific ; but if they should commit any acts 
of hostility, or refuse to obey the requisition to retire, after allowing them a 
competent time for that purpose, he is authorized to expell them by force, 
if the strength of the troops should be deemed sufficient for that purpose. 
He states his own opinion diat the present force is fully competent to the 
service required of it ; in the meantime, we have further ordered die Magis- 
trate to secure the persons of those mentioned in the Burma letters as the 
depredators. 

7. The entrance of die Burma troops into our provinces is a decided act 
of hostility, and we should have deemed ourselves justified in ordering the 
immediate expulsion of diem. The invasion was not preceded by any 
representation of injury, or claim for redress, and the Magistrate seems to 
think it probable that the Pegu Government have more important intentions 
than die mere requisition of a few fugitives. We arc equally determined to 
afford the subjects of Pegu justice for any injuries they may have sustained 
from those under our authority, and to protect our own rights from invasion, 
and by this rule our conduct will be regulated. 

We have the honor to be &ca., &ca., 

Fort William, 

1 5th February, 1794. Signed. Governor and Council. 

(Per Deptford .) 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 10 MARCH 1794 

The death of Mahadji Sindia— Despatch of troops under Col. Erskine 
to meet the Burmese incursion — Coinplaints about heavy losses inflicted by 
French privateers and the measures taken to protect private commerce— Intelli- 
gence regarding Captain Mitchell’s squadron. 





Maratha Empire, 1793— Nana Phadnis, Minister ; Madhtir Rao Narayan, Peshwa ; 

Mahadji Sindia, General 
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POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honorable Court of Directors for die affairs of the United Company 

of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor to submit to you by die present dispatch copies of 
three letters from the Resident at Poonah relative to the death of Mahajee 
Sindiali, which happened at Poonah on the 12th of last month after an illness 
of about ten days. 

2. \Vc shall not at present offer any conjectures on the effect which this 
important event may produce upon die Mahratta power or interests in 
Hindostan ; but it is material to state to your Honorable Court that we see no 
reason to apprehend any immediate consequences prejudicial to the interest 
of the Company, nor any commotions in which this Government can be 
implicated. 

3. In this conviction we have not deemed it necessary to adopt any 
measures that might excite a suspicion of interference on our parts in those 
arrangements that must necessarily occupy the attention of the Poonah 
administration. 

4. Doulut Row, an adopted son of Sindia, reputed to be about fourteen 
years of age, is mentioned as die probable successor to his power and dominions 
widi the concurrence of the Poonah Government. 

5. We shall transmit, numbers in die packet, copies of the two last letters 
diat wc have received from Captain Kirkpatrick, your Resident with Nizam 
Ally Khan. 

6. From the general tenor of these letters and their enclosures, it would 
appear that the Nizam was disposed to qualify or retract his acquiescence in 
the return of the princes, or possibly to avail himself of the effect of such an 
intimation to obtain from this Government specific assurances of its support, 
or to induce us to agree to a measure which he has frequently urged, of a 
separate and independent alliance with himself. 

7. But die terms of his acquiescence, as quoted in an address of the 13th 
ultimo, do not admit of a doubtful construction, and we cannot now attend 
to any- deviation, if it were proposed. Our disposition to secure to the Nizam 
die full benefit of the stipulations in the late treaty in his favor has been 
evinced by the terms of the Governor General’s letter to Tippoo Sultaun, refer- 
red to in our address above mentioned, as well as by the information which 
we dien communicated to your Honorable Court. 

8. It will afford you satisfaction to know that, when we last heard from 
Madras, preparations were making for the return of the hostage princes to 
their father, and diat they were to proceed on their journey in a few days 
accompanied by Captain Dovcton, 1 who was charged with letters on the 
occasion from Lord Cornwallis to Tippoo Sultaun. 

. : '9. A question of importance having been submitted to us by the Madras 
Government on the construction and extent of the 7th article of tire treaty 
of - peace,® relative to the descriptions of refugees to be delivered up by the 
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contracting parties respectively, we enclose a copy of our answer on this head, 
which, containing our reasons at large for the instructions contained in it, 
it is unnecessary to enlarge further on them. 

10. You will receive in this dispatch copy of a minute laid before us by 
the Governor General relative to the future management of die province 
of Benares, and an extract from a letter which was written to Sir John Shore 
on that subject by Lord Cornwallis. It is only necessary to add that we have 
in consequence determined to leave the arrangement there for the present 
unaltered, referring the final decision to the judgement of your Honorable 
Court. 

11. In our last dispatches, we advised you of the entrance of the Burma 
troops into the district of Chittagong, and of the instructions we had sent to 
the Magistrate of that district regulating his reply to the requisitions of the 
Burma Officers. The Magistrate, on his receipt of these instructions, wrote to 
the Ameen of Pegu, the S oobahdar of Aracan, and the Sirdar of the army, 
and you will receive enclosed a copy of the answer given by die latter. 

12. Considering the mode of this invasion, and the nature of the answer 
made to our requisitions, it seems probable diat the invaders are determined 
to maintain their fortified position within our terrritory until an answer be 
received to the reference made by them to their own Government. Our ins- 
tructions to the Commanding Officer direct their expulsion as soon as he shall 
judge his force sufficient for that purpose. 

13. Our former instructions to the Magistrate of Chittagong were founded 
on intimations from him that die refugees from Arracan who had resided for 
many years under our protection had lately committed depredations in that 
country; but as the present requisitions of the Burmah officers rather seem 
to reclaim diese persons as fugitives dian to demand restitution for any late 
acts of outrage, we authorized the Magistrate to postpone the execution of 
our former orders for apprehending die persons specifically demanded as the 
depredators, according to the information he might possess on diis subject. 

14. We have also desired him to communicate the fullest and most parti- 
cular intelligence he can procure of the situation and conduct of the fugitives 
from Aracan, who have lived under our Government previous to the entrance 
of the Burma troops into the Company’s territories, as well as with respect to 
the real motives of dicir Government, advising us likewise precisely how far 
the troops have advanced into the Company's districts. 

15. At the same time we have thought it expedient to order from the 
Presidency the following detachment under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Erskinc: 1 European battalion of infantry; 1 company of artillery 
with six pounders ; 2 battalions of sepoys. 

16. We have been advised of Colonel Erskine’s arrival at Chittagong, and 
conclude that according to his instructions lie has proceeded to take the neces- 
sary steps for expelling the invaders from our territories. 

17. We transmit to you in this dispatch copy of a letter addressed to 
us by a committee appointed by the merchants and agents of Calcutta on 
the defenceless state of the maritime commerce of this country, and soliciting 
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every relief and protection that could with propriety be granted to it at a 
season of distressful anxiety to them all. 

18. We were fully sensible of the alarming situation in which the commerce 
of India was placed from the want of a sufficient naval force to protect it ; 
and although wc did not admit in their fullest extent the reports of the 
armaments said to have left the Mauritius about the 25th of December last, 
as the intelligence on this subject collected from different persons only 
mentioned an equipment of four vessels in the beginning of that month, we 
had no hesitation in recording our opinion that the armaments from the 
French Islands have already committed great depredations on the property 
of the subjects of England and Holland, and that there was ground to entertain 
the most serious apprehensions, unless they should be checked by an adequate 
naval force. 

19. In considering the address of the merchants we did not view the 
subject as important to their interest only. To these, the interest of the 
Company, as affected by the detention of their ships, if it could be considered 
in this single point of view, might be opposed ; but whilst the reputation of 
the Company’s Government in India requires every exertion for its support, 
it may be further remarked that the commercial interests of this country 
cannot be injured without a proportionate loss to the Company, and that every 
capture adds to the resources of the enemy, affords them new means of enter- 
prize and molestation, and that the uninterrupted accumulation of their 
strength may threaten serious consequences to the settlements of the Com- 
pany at Fort Marlbro’ and Prince of Wales Island. 

20. Under the influence of these considerations we could not want incli- 
nation to make every practicable exertion for the protection of the national 
interests in India ; but we, at the same time, thought it just that the merchants 
whose concerns would be more immediately benefited by our exertions should 
contribute an ample proportion of the expence which ought not to devolve 
upon the Company alone, and the merchants in the address before us ex- 
pressed their readiness to co-operate. 

21. The question then was whether this Government, with the assistance 
of the merchants, could command the necessary means for an effectual opposi- 
tion. to the enemy ; and this consideration combined the number of 
vessels to be employed, their effective force in men and guns, and the means 
of fitting diem out. We did not come to any decision on the subject, but 
requested the Governor General to confer with the merchants upon it. Their 
answer has not been yet received, but we expect to be soon informed of the 
communications they have to lay before us relative to it. 

22. You will observe that we have been disappointed in our expectations 
of the return of the squadron fitted out by this Government, which we had 
no reason to suppose would be prolonged beyond the 20th February. Our 
principal solicitude on this occasion arises from the disappointment your 
Honorable Court will experience with respect to the returning cargoes, having 
no grounds of apprehension that the delay has proceeded from any misfortune. 

23. The latest official accounts from Commodore Michell are dated from 
Malacca on the 31st December; but we have private intelligence that the 
squadron left Rhio, near the straights .of Sincapore, about the middle of 
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January ; and wc think it further necessary to add that, in die event of the 
speedy return of these ships, a question will then occur on the necessity of 
detaining them in India for the purposes of general protection. 

24. Wc arc sorry it is not in our power to transmit you by this dispatch 
copies of the report and accompanying papers received - from the Commis- 
sioners on the Malabar Coast, "or of a minute from, the Governor General 
containing propositions for confirming the arrangements made by the Com- 
missioners, and for determining such points as were left open for the decision 
of, this Government; as .".well; as instructions to the Bombay Government in 
consequence. 

25. The delay in the transcription of these papers has been occasioned 
by their voluminous extent and the. constant employment of them during our 
own consideration of the many important points contained in them. 

We have the honor to be, 

Fort William, ,'-••• Honorable Sirs, 

10th March, 1794. ;■ Your - most faithful humble servants, 

{Per Fort William) , . Signed. Governor and Council. 

' ' * i « ’ ‘ 

'■ • ' - 32 

POLITICAL LETTER DATED 15 MAY 1794 

Policy regarding forts in Southern India— The Malabar Commissioners 
praised for their report — The Mysore princes return to their father; Tipu’s 
present goodwill no barrier to his ambitions — The Nizam : Azim-ul-Umara’s 
duplicity in seeking the Peshwa’s support to. oppose the return of the hostage 
princes; the Nizam’s weak administration, a perpetual temptation to the 
Marathas to demand diauth — the Nawab. Vazir to be urged to effect reforms 
speedily, but direct interference in internal affairs to be avoided— Capt. Welsh 
ordered to withdraw from Assam by I July 1794. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honorable Court of Directors &ca . •. ■ .* 

Honorable Sirs, * 

1. The dispatch of the Sugarcane enables us to address your Honorable 
Court in continuation of our last letter from this Department dated '.the 
10th March, of which wc also enclose a quadruplicate. 

Fort. St. George and Bombay. 

2. Wc arc happy to signify to you the concurrence of die Governor in 
Council of Fort St. George in our answer to his reference to us on the construc- 
tion and extent of the 7th article of the Treaty of Scringapatam, a copy of 
which accompanied our last dispatch. 
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our fullest satisfaction with their able, zealous, and successful discharge of the 
arduous and important trust committed to them. 

Tippoo Sultaun , Marhattas and Nizam. 

14. The accompanying copies of our correspondence with Captain Doveton 
and the Residents at Poonah and Hyderabad will inform your Honorable 
Court of the occurrences and negotiations communicated by them since our 
last , address, and of the answers thereto, written with our concurrence by the 

Governor General, in addition to which we transmit 
pn ‘ copy of a minute delivered by the latter on the 7th. 

ultimo, containing a general review of our political situation in respect to the 
Marhattas and Nizam, and incidentally in respect to Tippoo Sultaun and the 
northern powers of Hindostan, under die change of circumstances occasioned 
by the death of Mahajee Sindea as well as the probable views of policy which 
these States reciprocally may be expected to pursue towards each other. 

15. The recent period at which the Governor General’s minute was 
written, and the full scope it embraces, render it unnecessary to enter on a 
similar discussion in this place. We shall therefore confine ourselves to a 
concise mention of the principal transactions that have occurred since our last 
address referring to the accompanying papers for particulars. 

16. And first, it will be satisfactory to your Honorable Court to know 
that the hostage princes left Madras on the 27th February, escorted by Captain 
Doveton, who has continued to attend them with a battalion of sepoys and a 
party of cavalry, and accompanied by the vakeels and attendants who came 
with them from Seringapatam ; that they ascended the gatits, where they were 
met by an officer on the part of Tippoo, with compliments, on the 17th March ; 
and that they were safely delivered into the hands of dieir father near 
Dcvanelly, where he had been encamped with a small body of troops for two 
or three months preceding, on the 28th March. 

17. The letters written by the young princes to Marquis Cornwallis pre- 
vious to their departure from Madras, and by Sir Ch. Oakley to Tippoo 
Sultaun, the reception given by the latter to Captain Doveton, and his expres- 
sions of friendship towards Marquis Cornwallis, the present Governor General, 
and the Governor of Madras, as well as his general declarations of good will 
towards the English nation, with all other circumstances attending this depu- 
tation of Captain Doveton, will be fully made known to your Honorable Court 
by the accompaniments already referred to, which also contain the letters 
written by the Governor General on this occasion, the declaration signed by 
the vakeels that the boundary disputes between their principal and the Nizam 
shall be adjusted according to the treaty of peace ; and the instructions given 
to Captain Doveton for the adjustment of boundary and other questions still 
pending on the Malabar frontier, in case he had proceeded to Seringapatam 
and the Sultaun had shewn any disposition to an amicable negotiation of these 
points with a view of bringing them to a speedy and final adjustment. 

18. That this opportunity has not led to such an adjustment we cannot but 
regret, though we doubt not your Hon*ble Court will, on the whole, see no 
cause for dissatisfaction with the conduct of Tippoo on this occasion. On the 
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9. The same remark may be applied to our instructions of the 28th ultimo 
to the Governor in Council of Bombay relative to the fortifications of 

Paulgautcherry and Cananore ; and we beg leave to refer 
* to the minute of the Commander in Chief (of which and 

the papers accompanying it with our letter to Bombay, we forward copies) for 
the measures recommended by him, and, with our full concurrence, pointed 
out to die attention of the Governor in Council at Bombay, on the subject of 
these important barriers to our late acquisitions on the Malabar side of the 
peninsula. 

10. We are also happy in being able to transmit you by this opportunity 
complete copies of the proceedings and report of the Commissioners deputed 
to the province of Malabar, which have been already noticed in our former 
addresses, with our intention of giving the earliest attention in our power to 
the many important subjects of them. 


11. The minute which the Governor General recorded on the annexed 
date containing a full recapitulation of the several objects to which the Com- 
missioners directed their enquiries, as well as the general 

24th February. result and the points on which our resolutions were 

required, together with suggestions of what on a review of the voluminous 
proceedings of the Commissioners had appeared to him adviseable to be re- 
commended to the Governor of Bombay, or submitted to the determination 
of your Honorable Court, on each head, we beg leave to refer to this minute, 
and to our consequent instructions to the Governor in Council of Bombay on 
tile 27th March, for the grounds and particulars of our several resolutions, 
as well as of the two points left for the decision of your Honorable Court, viz., 
the pretensions of the French to the «/zyrship of Corringottcc 5 (vide paragraph 
58 of our letter to Bombay) ; and 2dly whether we shall retain, or enforce any 
claim to, the districts of Paroor, Alungar, and Koomct Nayr ceded to us by 
Tippoo, but claimed and possessed by the Rajah of Travancorc. 

12. We also beg leave to refer to our further letter to the Governor of 
Bombay on the 11th April, and to the minute from the Commander in Chief 

therein noticed, for our instructions and the grounds 
11th April. of them, on a proposal from the Commissioners to raise 

two provincial corps in Malabar of Nayrs and Mapillas, on which we in the 
first instance requested the opinion of the Commander in Chief and which, 
in full concurrence with his sentiments, we have recommended to be adopted 
in the manner suggested by him. 


13. We cannot however avoid repeating in this place, for the particular 
notice of your Honorable Court, the sense we entertain of the. able and satis- 
factory manner in which the Commissioners have discharged the important 
trust delegated to them. When we consider the peculiar difficulty attending 
their investigations, the various objects to which they have been directed, and 
the success with which they have been pursued, as well as the arrangements 
which have been formed, we can have no hesitation in bestowing that appro- 
bation on the conduct of the Commissioners which it is throughout entitled to. 
Wc have accordingly requested the Governor in Council at Bombay to testify 
to the Commissioners from that Presidency (Messrs. Farmer, Page and Dow), 
as we have ourselves done to those from hence (Messrs. Duncan & Boddatn), 
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copies o£ our instructions to him for your further information, together .with a 
list of the jewels sent under his care by the way of Benares and Bundulcund, 
and translates of the letters written on this occasion by the Governor General 
to the Paishwa and Nana Furnavcsc. 

24. In conclusion, on what respects the Mahratta States, or rather the 
different members of the extensively connected empire, we request the atten- 
tion of your Honorable Court to the above mentioned minute, and to the letters 
written in pursuance of it, for full information of the grounds which have 
induced us to determine on continuing the Residency at Sindeea’s Court, pro- 
vided it be desired, as we doubt not it will be, by his successor ; and we further 
enclose a copy of the instructions issued to Major Palmer in the interim, being, 
in substance, to confine himself, in any intercourse he may have with Dowlut 
Row or the officers of Mahajee Sindcca, to general assurance of our having no 
intention to depart from the friendly connection established widi the Court of 
Oojcin, and to state explicitly if necessary that his office of Resident having 
expired with Sindcca he must wait our directions for his guidance previous to 
any resumption of it. 


/V. IF. Provinces , Vizier's &ca. 

25. Little of importance has occurred in our late intercourse with the 
Nabob Vizier. Mr. Cherry received charge of the Residency, pursuant to his 
appointment to succeed Mr. Ives, on the 17th ultimo. 

26. Previous to his arrival at Lucknow an intimation was given by 
Lieutenant Colonel Maegowan to the acting Resident Mr. Johnstone of the 
possible intention of the King to leave Dillcy and take refuge with the English 
and Vizier. Our instructions on that occasion approved Mr. Johnstone’s 
adherence to Lord Cornwallis's directions to Mr, Ives on the 16th May, 1788, 
when the King Shah Alluni was understood to have expressed a similar incli- 
nation to put himself under the protection of the Company, and directing that 
these should be considered the rule of guidance for die Company’s representa- 
tive at Lucknow, if any occasion for applying diem should hereafter occur. 

27. It has long been our anxious wish, no less dian that of Marquis 
Cornwallis, to prevail upon die Nabob Vizier to arrange the internal adminis- 
tration of his country, and establish it upon principles calculated to promote 
the happiness of his subjects, as well as the permanency of his own authority ; 
and with a view to obtain such an arrangement, the Governor General 
addressed the Resident on ‘the 1st instant in die terms of the accompanying 
copy of his letter of that date, desiring lie would take an early opportunity 
of ascertaining from die Ministers whether any and what measures have been 
adopted' in consequence of rhe admonitions and recommendations of Marquis 
Cornwallis, whose letter, addressed from Madras to the Vizier, was delivered 
to his Ministers in Calcutta, with die most serious recommendations to them 
to use dieir utmost exertions in giving effect to die advice contained in it, 
with an assurance diat .they should never want the support derived from the 
couiitcnancc and encouragement of this Government in carrying into execution 
die necessary arrangements, for promoting the prosperity of the Vizier’s 
dominions. 
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contrary; it appears to us that by his marked attentions to Captain Doveton he 
has evinced a sense of the kind treatment received by his sons, .though it 
cannot be supposed that this would be sufficient to counteract the suggestions 
of his interest and ambition in seizing a favorable opportunity for attempting 
the recovery of his dominions and reputation. 

, 19. ' We: have not yet heard of Captain Doveton’s return to Madras, nor 
have the letters with which he was charged by Tippoo Sultaun on taking leave 
yet reached us; but his last letter, dated the 15th April, will inform your 
Honorable Court that he had then received his final audience, and was about 
to return without delay to Fort St. Gebrge, from, whence he proposed to come 
to this Presidency. 

20. From the correspondence : of the • Resident at Hydrabad your 
Honorable Court will observe that the restoration of . the princes,, at an early 
period after our last address on this subject, received a confirmation of . the 
Nizam’s concurrence, and that his Minister, on his part wrote in terms of con- 
ciliation to Tippoo Sultaun on this occasion, though with respect to the former, 
Azeem ul Omra, as noticed in the Governor General’s minute already 
referred to, it is evident that, at the moment he expressed his 'acquiescence in 
the return of the hostages, he was .endeavouring to prevail bn the Poonah 
Government to concur with him in opposing it. 

21. The weak administration and inconsistent conduct of Azeem ul Omra 
have been already pointed out in our former addresses, as well as the impolicy 
of his negotiations with the late Mahajee Sindeea, and the probable conse- 
quences of his controversial discussions with the Paishwa. The correspon- 
dence now communicated will confirm what' has' been before suggested, and 
point to the natural effect of these combined causes, the imbecility of the 
Nizam’s Government and consequent advantage to his' neighbours disposed 
to avail themselves of it, particularly the Mahrattas, whose augmented power 
in consequence of the. death of Sindeeah may tempt as well as ■ enable them 
to enforce their yet unadjusted demands on die Nizam for arrears of chonte 
&ca. } detailed in the last recorded letter from the Resident. It is unnecessary 
to repeat what, we have written to the Resident at Poonah, as well as the Resi- 
dent at Hydrabad, on this head, as copies of. the Governor General’s letters to 
both are sent accompanying, and his minute indeed contains the substance of 
them. 

22. Hie confirmation of Secunder Jah, the minor son of the. late Dara 
Jah, in his father’s rights and dignities, which: is stated by the Resident at 
Hydrabad. to have taken place on the 19th February last, is the only further 
occurrence communicated by him deserving notice. The late correspondence 
with the Resident at 'Poona contains : nothing requiring particular mention, 
except the investiture of Doulat Row Sindea, with a ceremonial reservation,, on 
the part of the Peshwa sufficiently expressive of that cautious. reserve which 
on all occasions marks the character of his Government. 

23.. We may here observe, however, that, in consequence of the. Paishwa’s 
having expressed a wish that the jewels of the late Ragonaut Row, bestowed 
on him as a mark of esteem by the Honorable- Company, should be sent under 
an escort by land in preference to . a sea conveyance, we haye : deputed 
Lieutenant Michie ; with -a -proper: escort for;- this purpose ; .and We. forward 
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3. That he recall all detachments from his battalion, such onlv 
excepted as may be necessary for securing a communication for his return, 
or for collecting provisions, or for the purposes of defence only. 

4. That Captain Welsh be required to publish a proclamation® to 

. „ . the chiefs and inhabitants of Assam in the annexed 

* C list° C of packet." terms, transmitting a copy of it with a separate 

notification to each of the Rajahs or chiefs who 
from prescription are entitled to be consulted. 


5. That the Rajah of Assam, be made acquainted with these resolu- 
tions, and that it be left to his option to meet the chiefs, in case they should 
assemble in conformity to the notification, or to remain with the detach- 
ment. That if he should prefer meeting the chiefs, he is to receive no 
particular support, but such protection .only as is afforded to the others in 
general. 


6. That Captain Welsh be directed to withdraw any controul that 
he may have exercised over the internal government of Assam, and that 
he confine himself to afford protection to the chiefs in case they should 
assemble. 


32. The capture of Rangpore, the capital of Assam, or rather the eva- 
cuation of it on the approach of the detachment, which had taken, place before 
Captain Welsh’s receipt of the foregoing instructions, and the proceedings held 
by us in consequence, will be fully made known to your Honorable Court by 
the accompaniment already referred to; and wc confidendy assure ourselves 
you will approve the orders issued by us. 


Burmas. 

33. Our last address advised you of the instructions given to Colonel 
Erskine for expelling the Burmas who had invaded the Company’s territory 
on the border of Chittagong, and of his arrival in that district in the Beginning 
of March. 

34. Wc are now happy in being able to inform your Honorable Court that 
the necessity of executing these instructions, which were discretional, to be 
regulated by circumstances and local intelligence, has been obviated by an 
explanation on the part of the Burma officers (which Colonel Erskine in the 
first instance and ourselves, on his and the Magistrate’s references to us, consi- 
dered sufficient, and combined with their peaceable conduct to establish what 
their previous letters and preparations gave no reason to believe) that they 
had no hostile intention in their entrance with an armed force into the 
Company’s territory, but had pursued some fugitive subjects of the King of 
Ava, charged with having committed depredations within his conquered domi- 
nions of Pegu and Aracan, under an erroneous conception of the line of boun- 
dary which divides the latter country from the Company’s district of 
Chittagong. 

35. We beg leave to refer to the accompanying copies of our proceedings 
and correspondence for a detail of the circumstances which have attended 
this apparent invasion and still obscure transaction since the datcof our last 
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28. The Resident has now been desired to express our anxiety for the 
speedy commencement of such an. arrangement, but to recommend it in the 
first instance to the Ministers, as we arc sensible that any plan of reform must 
originate with them, and cannot be executed without their assistance. At the 
same time he has been desired to communicate his opinion how far the Ministers 
are disposed to act up to the suggestions of Marquis Cornwallis, and possess 
abilities and influence for the execution of them. 

He has also been reminded that the terms of our connection with .the 
Vizier preclude a direct interference in the internal arrangement of his admi- 
nistration, and desired, by means of a friendly and confidential intercourse with 
the Nabob and his Ministers, to endeavour to establish such a personal influ- 
ence as may give weight to our suggestions. 

Assam. 

29. Your Honorable Court has been already fully advised of our former 
proceedings respecting Assam ; and the accompanying copies of our late corres- 
pondence with Captain Welsh, including a minute from the Governor General 
recorded on the 19th March, and the corresponding instructions on it for limit- 
ing the continuance of the detachment in that country to the 1st July next, 
will convey the latest information on this head. 

30. Our resolutions on the above date, for the grounds of which we beg 
leave to refer to the minute preceding them, were founded on principles 
which are not at all affected by the alteration of circumstances referred to in 
Captain Welsh’s subsequent letters of the 21st and 25th ultimo. We have 
directed him, therefore, in our last orders, to consider these instructions in 
full force, and to conform to them in every respect as far as may be practi- 
cable, adding that we will not consent to his remaining in Assam longer than 
the period fixed under any other consideration than that the return of the 
detachment at that time would be attended with serious danger, not to be 
obviated by proper precautions. 

31: The resolutions referred to were in substance the following propo- 
sitions offered by the Governor General after an attentive perusal and consi- 
deration of all the proceedings respecting Assam, and had in view, next to the 
principal object of withdrawing our detachment, the employment of which in 
the. affairs of Assam had, from unforeseen circumstances, been protracted 
beyond the probable limits of the temporary interference originally intended, 
to allow the chiefs of that unsettled country an opportunity of availing them- 
selves of the humanity of our interposition before it was finally withdrawn: — 

1. That the first day of July next be the period fixed for the return 
.. of the battalion within our provinces, and that Captain Welsh be posi- 
tively directed to hold himself in readiness for commencing his march 
from Assam on or before that date. 

2. That Captain Welsh be restricted from undertaking all offensive 
operations whatever ; that he be prohibited [from] advancing to the capital 
of Assam, and be directed to return to his former station at Kolleabar, 
or any other situation nearer the Company’s provinces which he may judge 
most eligible. 
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ships of the above squadron, that of detaining them in India for purposes of 
general protection. 

39. The information received from Captain Light of the success of die 
enemy’s cruizcrs to die eastward will be communicated to your Honorable 
Court in our separate address from the Publick Department, in which the 
whole of our correspondence relative to the Andamans and Prince of Wales 
Island has been heretofore recorded ; and we hasten to conclude this letter by 
a reference to die list of packet only regarding the following papers received 
from the Persian Translator’s Office for transcription by this dispatch. 

1. Original of a letter from die Nizam to His Majesty accompanied 
by an English translation. 

2. Original of a letter from the Munny Begum to the Honorable East 
India Company accompanied by a translation. 

3. Original of a letter from the Nabob of Bengal to the Honorable 
the Court of Directors accompanied by an English translation. 

We have the honor to be, 

Fort William, Honorable Sirs, 

May 15th, 1794. Your most faithful humble servants, 

(Per Sugarcane.) Signed. Governor and Council. 

33 

POLITICAL LETTER DATED 31 MAY 1794 

The Nawab of Arcot’s demand for the services of palegar peons, and 
complaints against Col. Floyd, the Commanding Officer at Trichinopoly — 
Growing enmity between Azim-id-Umara and Nana Phadnis : the Peshwa’s 
demands evaded by Hyderabad contrary to British advice— Arrangements for 
the punctual payment of peshkash to the Nizam in respect of the Guntur 
Sarkar — In spite of the Moamaria rebellion, orders given to Welsh to leave 
Assam on the date already fixed. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
To the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Having addressed you by the Sugarcane so recendy as the 15th instant, 
it is nearly sufficient to transmit you by the Boddington’s, now under dispatch, 
a triplicate of our Political Letter of die above date. We subjoin however the 
following short recital of the principal occurrences since recorded in our pro- 
ceedings in tins Department, and detailed in the copies and extracts which will 
accompany this address. 

Vol. XVII— 22 
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address, and will here- add only that part of the force detached with Colonel 
Erskine has been already recalled, and the remainder,-, we hope, may soon be 
withdrawn, unless it should be judged adviseablc to keep part of it for a 
frontier station to guard against the, possibility of a similar event of uncertain 
consequence hereafter, for a determination on which we wait the result of 
.further local enquiries in which Colonel Erskine is now engaged, at the same 
time that he is. co-operating with the Magistrate in bringing- the' accused 
refugees from Aracan to a full, and impartial trial. ... 

• v , 

-. . Miscellanea. 


36. Wc transmit, a number in the packet, a continuation of our proceed- 
ings on the address from the merchants and agents of Calcutta noticed in our 
last dispatch; and also copies of a letter and enclosures on the same subject 
received from the Governor in Council at Bombay, with our reply. 

.37. Qur resolution on the second letter from tlie former, after the 
Governor .General’s conference with them, was to the following effect: that 
we professed every inclination to meet the wishes of the 
19th March. merchants of this settlement in giving' effectual protec- 

tion to the commercial interests of .the nation in- India ; but, for this purpose, 
were of opinion that' a- naval force sufficient to cope with the greatest collective 
strength- of the French was necessary. ^ That the only vessels at the disposal of 
Government were those employed under Captain Mitchell, to which, in our 
Opinion, an addition of at least two ships of equal force with the Fort William 
(a country ship offered for this service) would be requisite. That the return 
of Captain Mitchell had already exceeded the utmost limits of probable expec- 
tation, and the period of it was too uncertain to be relied upon. That consi- 
dering this uncertainty, the expence which Government had already incurred 
in the equipment, and the addition which must arise from the : further deten- 
tion to these ships in India, including a 'reasonable compensation to the com- 
manders and officers .of those vessels fpr. rhe disappointment of their, prospects. 
Under these circumstances, we could not agree to take up any of the vessels 
mentioned in the address of the merchants under the certainty of subjecting 
the Company to an expence of which so small r a ‘ proportion appeared -likely to 
be defrayed by their contributions. ' ' 


38. Our answer to the .Government of Bombay accompanies the copy of 
their letter to us ; and to what is contained in .it respecting the squadron under 
Commodore Mitchell, which the merchants of Bcimbay were desirous of having 
continued in the Straits of Malaca, we can. only add that we have yet received 
no further information respecting it. From' the length of time which has 
elapsed, and which now exceeded the period for which the ships composing 
tliis squadron were provided with stores, we conclude they must have pro- 
ceeded to Bencoolen and round the West coast of Sumatra ; and under this con- 
clusion, the mere delay in their return suggests nci apprehension, as in this 
event they could not be reasonably expected to arrive here before this time. 
We shall not however conceal the reports received here of the very great force 


of -the French on the west coast of Sumatra; and-are happy that the. naval.force 
which - we are taught to expect in India superceded, the necessity of agitating 
the* question noticed in -our -last address as likely to occur on. the return of the 
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with that first delivered by him, with the addition of his own seal and signature, 
he wished to have our recommendation on die subject previous to its being 
forwarded to Tippoo Sultaun. The Resident, at the same time, added it was in 
his own opinion a matter of little importance which of the two counterparts of 
the treaty was delivered, as die only difference between diem was that the copy 
desired by Tippoo erroneously expressed diat die Paishwa’s counterpart should 
bear both his seal and signature, and diose of Hurreeram Pundit, whereas the 
other (conformable to die original treaty and die counterparts exchanged by 
the other allied parties to it, but different from die imperfect counterpart first 
given by die Nizam’s Minister) specified die seal of the Paishwa and the signa- 
ture of Hurrccpunt instead of die seal and signature of both. 

7. Considering die unimportance of this difference, which, as correct 
counterparts have been returned by the other two confederate powers, cannot 
be of any essential consequence, and as it is possible a similar error may have 
occurred in the original triplicate treaty delivered by the Nizam to Tippoo, we 
were of opinion diat, in compliance with the wish of the latter, the last counter- 
part sent by the Nizam containing the error referred to, but duly executed by 
the Nizam and Azccm ul Omrah, should be transmitted to him in reply to the 
applicadon made by his vakeels tlirough Captain Doveton ; and we accordingly 
recommended to die Governor in Council of Fort St. George to take early 
measures for diis purpose, returning the other counterpart to the Resident at 
Hydrabad, whom we at the same time advised, for the information of the 
Nizam, of diis recommendation. 

S. Since our last address in which we noticed Captain Doveton’s intention 
of coming round to Bengal, he has arrived here ; and we have the honor to 
transmit, as numbered in die list of packet, two letters brought by him from 
Tippoo Sultaun to Marquis Cornwallis widi the translations, and also the 
translate of a letter addressed by die Sultaun to the present Governor General. 
These letters confirm the information given by Captain Doveton of the sense 
entertained by Tippoo of the kind treatment of his sons as communicated in 
our last address. 

9. In die accompanying copies of letters from the Resident at Poonah, 
your Honorable Court will observe diat reports have reached him of the 
Paishwa’s intention to meet Bajecrow, the son of the late Ragonaut Row, whose 
mother Aunundee Bye is lately dead ; and it is thought that this event, by 
removing the principal source of instigation to ambitious views in her son, may 
afford an opening to a reconciliation between the two branches of the Paishwa 
family, whose dissentions have been productive of so many evils to the Marhatta 
State. Should this reconciliation take place, the Resident thinks it probable 
diat die conduct of the Marhatta armies and politicks to the north would be 
delegated to the young Bajeerow with a view of bringing die power of the 
Holkar and Sindeea families, as well as die force now commanded by Ally 
Bchader, under the controul of the Poonah Court, but it is needless to pursue 
conclusions from premises which may prove without foundation ; and we, for 
the same reason, forbear to add any comment on a further report noticed by 
die Resident at Poonah in his accompanying address of the 21st ultimo to the 
Resident at Hyderabad, that the ill will between the Minister of this (viz., the 
Poonah) Court and Azeem ul Omrah has risen to the height of putting a > . 
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Fort St. George and Bombay. 

2. In our correspondence with the former of these Presidencies you. 
will observe a reference made to us, both by the Governor in Council and the 

Nabob of Arcot, relative to a requisition from the latter 
May 28th. t0 ^ R a j a ^ 0 f Calastry, one of the poligars who by the 

treaty concluded with the Nabob in July, 1793, pays his revenue to the Com- 
pany, to furnish an armed force for the purpose of chastizing the Polygar of 
Magraul, not included in the above treaty. 

3. The Nabob’s right to the services of the polygaF peons required by him. 
being indisputable, we requested the Governor in Council to instruct the Rajah 
of Calastry to comply with any further requisition which may be made to him 
in every practicable extent which the security of the collections may allow; 
and the Governor General wrote a suitable letter to the Nabob informing him 
of this request, but at the same time suggesting to His Highness’s considera- 
tion the possibility of obstruction to the collections of the polygar districts 
made by the Company’s officers by withdrawing from them any considerable 
number of peons,’ and under the persuasion that it was not his wish to occasion 
such impediment, either by demanding the peons when not essentially requi- 
site, or a greater number than could be spared without inconvenience, inti- 
mating that it would be satisfactory if -His Highness, upon such points, would 
receive the opinion of the Government of Fort St. George. 

4. The correspondence referred to also contains a representation from the 
Nabob of Arcot of acts stated to be injurious as well as unusual on the part 
. of Commanding Officer of the troops at Tritchinopoly, Colonel Floyed 1 . But 
having no information on this subject from the Government of Madras, we 
could only refer His Highness to die latter, with an assurance of the imme- 
diate removal, as far as possible, of any inconveniences he had reason to com- 
plain of ; and at the same time notified to the Governor in Council our confi- 
dence in his having taken measures for this purpose, particularly in those 
instances wherein the Nabob’s religious prejudices might be supposed to be 
affected. 

5. You will likewise find in the accompanying correspondence with Fort 
St. George, the latest intelligence communicated to us from Mysore, and copy 
of a letter from the first officer of the Pigot Indiaman ; but on the capture of 
the latter, as well as respecting the squadron under Captain Mitchell, we shall 
address you more particularly with our dispatches from the Public Department,, 
in which are recorded our .late advices from Bencoolen. 


Tippoo Stiltann, Marhattas, and Nizam. 

6. In November last the Resident at Hydrabad advised us of his having 
received information from the Secretary at Fort St. George, that the vakeels- 
or Tippoo Sultaun had returned an amended counterpart of the Treaty of 
Seringapatam bearing the seal and signature of the Nizam and Azeem ul 
Omrah on the ground of . its being different from the imperfect copy of this 
treaty which the Nizam had before transmitted under the seal and signature 
of his Minister only, and that, though the Nizam had in consequence deposited 
•with the Government of Fort St. George a further counterpart Corresponding 
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them the instructions, which your Honorable Court will find at length, as 
well as our directions at the same time to the Resident at Hydrabad, in our 
accompanying correspondence with the latter, whom we have desired to furnish 
the Governor itt Council at Fort St. George with a statement of the arrears 
due to the Nizam, as well as to inform His Highness of tire measures we have 
taken for the discharge of them. 

16. We have advised the Madras Government that we consider this 
article of disbursement to have the first claim to consideration after .the pay 
of their troops, and being desirous of effacing from the mind of die Nizam 
all recollection of our former want of punctuality, have requested them to be 
particularly careful to provide for the discharge of each kist as it may become 
due, or should the state of their finances at that juncture and the difficulty of 
raising money by loan prevent their undertaking the payment of the amount 
due for the present, the Resident at Hydrabad, on being so advised, will draw 
upon tjs for whatever sums may be immediately wanted for this purpose. We 
have also expressed our wish that they would make the payments in Arcot 
rupees, being the coin in which the paisheush was fixed ; but that, should diev 
find it necessary to make them in gold, we think the Nizam entitled to receive 
it at whatever may be the market rate of exchange between Arcot rupees and 
pagodas on the day of payment. 

17. Before concluding this part of our address, comprizing our recent 
correspondence with the Residents at Poonah and Hydrabad, we must request 
the attention of your Honorable Court to a letter from the former dated the 
21st ultimo, enclosing copies of letters that had passed between die Bombay 
Government anti him relative to the cattle, packsaddlcs, and other articles 
provided by him in the late war, and requesting they might be communicated 
through us to your Honorable Court. 

18. In compliance with this request wc transmitted copies of these letters 
in our last dispatch by the Sugarcane, as this opportunity immediately offered 
of forwarding them, though wc had not then time to consider and remark on 
them. We have since given them due consideration, and think it just to 
declare to your Honorable Court, as wc have already done to Sir C. W. Malet, 
our perfect conviction that he was induced by zeal for the publick service to 
undertake the extra-official duty which has been the subject of his correspon- 
dence with the Bombay Government, as well as that lie executed it with fidelity. 
The testimony of the Commander in Chief, Sir R. Abcrcromby, proves die 
great utility and success of his exertions. At the same time wc could not but 
express our disapprobation of the terms in which Sir C. W. Malet has addressed 
the Governor in Council at Bombay on this occasion. 


Northwest Provinces, Vizier’s dominions &ca. 

19. Wc submit copies of our late correspondence with die Resident at 
Lucknow ; but it contains notliing of consequence requiring distinct notice in 
this place. 

Burmahs. 

20. Our late proceedings contain no furdicr information relative to the 

Burmahs, except an intimation from Colonel Erskine « has forwarded 

the letter addressed by the Governor General to the Kiiif.' * f 
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to the intercourse of letters ; and that this Minister is employing every means 
in his power to weaken or entirely overset the other's influence in His Highness’s 
(die Nizam’s) councils. 

10. The enclosed correspondence with the Resident at Hydrabad since our 
last address will inform your Honorable Court of the continuation of occur- 
rences on the litigated points then communicated between the Nizam and the 
Paishwa, and the following is the substance of our instructions to the Resident 
at Hyderabad on the 19th instant. 

11. That the correspondence between the Paishwa and Nizam submitted 
by him does not appear to us to contain any claims on the part of the former 
which ought to be the source of any serious disagreement betwen the two 
Courts, as the ground of the claims 2 is in general admitted by the Nizam, and 
the question relates principally to the quantum of tile demand upon him. 
That it appears to us at the same time there is not only a reluctance but even 
evasion on the part of Azeem ul Omrah in bringing the claims of the Peshwa 
to a fair and final adjustment, and the correspondence, upon the whole, as far 
as we can understand it, affords no grounds for the Nizam’s appeal to our 
interposition, as it requires nothing more than good intentions and suitable 
exertions in the part of Azim ul Omrah to adjust the claim of the Peshwah 
in a satisfactory manner. The discussion is not however throughout sufficient- 
ly clear to decide this point with. certainty. 

12. That with respect to this communication and any others of a similar 
nature, the only general line of conduct we can prescribe is that in all cases 
where the Peshwah appears to have justice on his side, or when the right of his 
claims is admitted, he (the Resident) should strongly urge Auzeemull Omrah 
to a speedy and fair adjustment of them; where, on the other hand, the 
demands of the Marhattah Minister appear to him unreasonable or unjust, 
that he should advise Azim ul Omrah to discuss them with temper and modera- 
tion, as it is in such cases only that we can interpose our good offices with 
propriety in favor of the Nizam. 

13. That the jealousy and enmity subsisting between Balajee Pundit and 
Azeem ul Omrah require the strictest attention to this line of conduct. 

14. That we perfectly agree with him that the contest between our Allies 
has not yet by any means reached that critical point at which alone it would 
be proper for us to interpose our mediation in a direct and explicit manner, 
and shall be happy if that necessity should never exist; that the moderation 
of Meer Allum, whom it was proposed to depute to Poonah, seems well cal- 
culated to effect the desired adjustment between the Nizam and Peshwah, 
provided the instructions of his commission are fair and explicit ; and that at 
all events, he should endeavour, as favourable opportunities offer, to impress 
Azeem ul Omrah with a conviction that his embarrassments will increase 
in proportion as that adjustment is retarded. 

. 15. The late Resident at Hydrabad, Sir John Kennaway, in a letter dated 
the 10th November last, pointed out to us a very heavy loss attending the 
payment of the Nizam’s paisheush for the Guntoor Sirkar 3 from this Presi- 
dency ; and it has also, on consideration, appeared to- us to be more properly 
a charge appertaining to Fort St. George. We have therefore' resolved to leave 
the future payment of it to the Madras Government, and have transmitted 
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the Sugarcane and Bodtlinglon’s. You will also receive by this dispatch a 
■continuation of our proceedings to the end of June. 

Fort Saint George. 


2. In the 2d and succeeding paragraphs of our letter of 18th May, 1793, 
we advised you of the circumstances that had led to orders issued at Madras 
for the sequestration of the Zemindary of Viziaram Rauzc, and of the authority 
we had given to the Government of Fort St. George to take such measures 

as might appear necessary to bring him to a proper sense 
Con?. 13th June, G f his duty, and procure ample justice to die Company, 
according to vour instructions of the 19th of September, 1792. 

3. In June last we received a letter from the Governor in Council advising 
us that the impatience of this Zemindar, under the suspension of his audiority, 

had for some months been particularly marked ; in the 
C^insn. I .'tli June. progress of the measures adopted for the settlement of 
the country, that a counteraction, evidently proceeding from his influence, 
deterred persons of every description from coming forward widi proposals for 
renting it ; and that, at length, at the recommendation of the Board of Revenue, 
under a conviction that no settlement whatever could be made, or any one 
purpnw; of the sequestration accomplished, without the removal of Vizcaram 
Rauzc, he had l>cen directed to repair to the Presidency, but that, in direct 
■disobedience to this order, he had retired to Pudmanabum near the hills, and 
his conduct manifested a strong disposition to throw off his allegiance to the 
Company. 

4. The Governor in Council thought it prudent in consequence to take 
measures for strengthening the force in the district; and we acquainted him 
that we approved of his having done so, though we hoped that die Zemindar 
might be brought to a compliance with his requisitions without die employ- 
ment of a military force. 


5. We have since been advised by the Government of Fort. St. George 
in a letter dated the 18th ultimo (copies of which and its enclosures, with copies 
of the letter and papers already referred to, will form a 
Consn. 1st August, number in this dispatch) that a few' days after Vizieram 
Rauzc had retired to Pudmanabum, he addressed a letter to die President 
stating his reasons for proceeding thither, to which an immediate reply was 
given, pointing out the certain ruin that would fall upon himself and his 
adherents in the event of his perseverance, and admonishing him to avert so 
serious a consequence as the Company’s displeasure by immediately proceeding 
with his common attendants to Vizagapatam ; that die Rajah, however, neither 
returned any answer to the President's letter, nor paid the smallest attention 
to his advice, and, though repeatedly called upon to act in obedience to the 
orders sent to him, continued deaf to every remonstrance, collected a consider- 
able force at Pudmanabum, and waited die approach of Lieutenant Colonel 
Prendergast, who, according to instructions from die Council at Vizagapatam, 
marched towards him on the morning of the 10th of last month, and finding 
his troops armed and prepared for hostilities attacked them, after a conflict, 
which continued for about three quarters of an hour, he dispersed them, and 
it appears that the Rajah was killed with many of his folk ' 

/; /: 
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Assam. 

21. The accompanying copies of letters from Captain Welsh and extracts 
from our proceedings on them will advise your Honorable Court of the conti- 
nuation of our resolutions on the subject of the prize property taken at Rung- 
pore, the capital of Assam, as well as of the explanations given by Captain Welsh 
and lieutenant Macgregor on this subject, and respecting the engagement 
between the latter and the Moamareeahs, 4 which in the first instance met the 
•disapprobation of his immediate Commanding Officer, [and] afterwards induced 
ns to recal him to die station of his battalion of Berhampore, as well as to 
abolish his appointment of Assistant to the deputation to Assam. 

22. The papers referred to also contain Captain Welsh’s communications 
of his further proceedings towards the Moamareeahs, who by their hostile 
conduct compelled him to attack and disperse them, as well as his intentions 
of conforming without delay to our instructions for his moving the detachment 
toward our frontier preparatory to withdrawing it altogether from Assam 
by die 1st July next. Begging leave to refer to these communications for a 
detail which would be imperfeedy stated in abstract, we conceive it sufficient 
to remark that our resolutions have been conformable to and conformatory 
of those already pointed in our last address. . 

We have the honor to be &ca., 
(Signed) John Shore, Bart. / Peter Speke. 


POLITICAL LETTER DATED 18 AUGUST 1794 

Suppression of the Raja of Vijayanagaram’s revolt — Ramnad-Sliivaganga 
disputes — Malabar: European inhabitants and the administration of justice; 
causes for the insufficiency of the revenues and measures to improve the same 
— Capt. Doveton, held in high esteem by Tipu, to be the channel of commu- 
nication with him — Poona-Hyderabad friction weakening the Triple Alliance : 
Company’s advice to the Nizam to compose his differences with the Peshwa — 
The question of acquiring Cambay — Daulat Rao Sindia anxious to continue 
diplomatic relations with the Company — Oudh : faint hopes of reform ; the 
Vazir advised to allow Rampur Jagir to pass to the eldest son of Faizullah 
KJian — Withdrawal of Capt. Welsh from Assam in spite of the Raja’s 
entreaties — Progress of the investigation of the charges against the Burmese 
fugitives. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor of transmitting to you by the Nancy copies of our 
last letters from this Department, dated the 15di and 31st of May, and sent by 


Fort William, 
May 31st, 1794. 

( Per Boddington.) 
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1-5. To thr it tptr*tion on the *-rtnnd point we replied that the native 
iuhahitam- t.f M.d.-.har. a* v.rll a*, a!! otlnr pet-on r - resident in that province, 
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the drown and J^p-Janne is-petiitn; the dotnpany’s possessions in India, to 
whtdt «>f fmtfc tlirir tjnrslion had trfrirme. 

15. In contimtaiion «if the papers forwarder! to yon by the Sugarcane' 
jrlativr to the province of Malabar, we now enclose copies of the answer 
irieivcd from thr Clnvrrnor in donmil of liomhay to onr general instructions 
of the 27th of March, and of onr reply of the annexed ^ 
t"-:;?. date, aittliori/itig the establishment of two cummer* /V- 

Hrsidemies at Main* anti Calient. Yon have already been advised of 


344 


POLITICAL LETTER TO COURT 


6. To enable us to form an accurate opinion upon tbis transaction, and 
to transmit a satisfactory report on it to your Honorable Court, we have desired 
the Governor in Council of Fort St. George to furnish us with complete copies- 

of the whole of his proceedings, and those of the Board 
Consn. 11th August. 0 £ R evenue and Council at Vizagapatam, which preceded 
the sequestration of the Zemindary of Vizearam Rauze, and the order for his 
personal attendance at Madras. But in doing so, we have not meant to express 
any disapprobation of the proceedings as far as they have yet come to our 
knowledge, which, as already mentioned, we approved on the grounds stated 
to us to the extent they had then gone, resisting the use of force against die 
Zemindar unless it should be found absolutelv necessarv. 

4 4 

7. The Governor in Council at Fort Saint George communicated to us 
die very improper conduct of the Rajah of Ramnaud, who, in defiance of the 

Nabob’s and the Company’s authority, had taken up 
C0DS July 1 & 1Stl1 arms against the Cherocar of Shevigunga, 1 and called 

to his assistance several of the polygars of Tinrievelly, 
by whose aid he invaded his neighbour's territory and desolated many of its 
villages. Hie enclosed papers in the subject will satisfy your Honorable Court 
of the mischievous consequences that have already attended a conduct SO' 
unjustifiable on the part of die Rajah of Ramnaud, and it is only necessary 
to add here that, as advice and remonstrance have proved of no avail, we have 
concurred with the Government of Fort St. George in the necessity of taking - 
dedded steps for supporting the authority of the Nabob, and restoring the 
peace of the country. 

S. Observing at the same time from the papers transmitted to us that 
the Rajah of Ramnaud asserts a daim to the territory of Shevigunga as having 
belonged to his ancestors, we have thought it proper to have him informed 
that, although he cannot be allowed to take justice into his own hands, and 
his refractory conduct might justify a confiscation of the lands in his posses- 
sion, he may be assured of an impartial investigation of any pretensions he 
may have to Shevigunga on his submitting the same to the Nabob, who indeed 
had before desired him to state them for that purpose. 

9. After having completed the demolition of the fortifications at Pondi- 
cherry according to the recommendation of Marquis Cornwallis, the Governor 
in Council of Fort St. George submitted to us how far it might be expedient to 

destroy such of the publick buildings in die town, as. 
Consn. /th July. ^ ^ event 0 £ j ts restoration to the French, might, if 
not demolished, rather encourage the French Government, at a future period,, 
to re-fortify the place. The public buildings alluded to were die barracks^ 
arsenal, magazines and hospital. We were of opinion that the whole of the- 
publick buildings that could be serviceable in re-establishing a military force- 
at Pondicherry should be completely destroyed, and, accordingly, requested the 
Governor in Council to issue orders for that purpose, excepting only the build- 
ings that might be indispensibly necessary for die temporary accommodation, 
of such of our own troops as he might think it necessary to continue there. 

Bombay. 

10. In the 67th and following paragraphs of our letter dated the ISdr 
May, 1793, we informed you of the particulars of a transaction at Bombay 
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grounds on which these establishments were proposed, and it is only necessary 
to add with regard to the allowances of the Residents, who are to he restricted 
from having any commercial concerns on their own account and are conse- 
quently entitled to a liberal recompence for their services, that, being doubtful 
of your approving of the payment of a commission to these, officers in England 
as recommended by the Governor in Council of Bombay, we preferred the 
adoption of the principle observed in regulating the allowances of the commer- 
cial Residents in Bengal, which, in addition to a monthly salary of 500 rupees 
and an allowance 120 rupees per month for house rent, where there are no 
houses belonging to the Company for their accommodation, grants them a 
commission of five per cent, payable in India on the invoice price (exclusive 
of the charges of transportation and passage) of the goods provided by them, 
excepting filature silk on which a commission of 10 per cent is given on the 
first lack of rupees and 5 per cent on the further provision of this article. 

16. We further transmit for die information of your Honorable Court 
copies of sundry papers which we have received from Bombay relative to 
concessions made to the northern Rajahs of the Malabar Province by the late 

Supravisor, Mr. Farmer, and stated to have been 
Consn.^Mdv^May , attended with a considerable loss of revenue to the Com- 

pany, also a copy of the instructions we sent upon the 
subject on the 28th of May. We have not yet decided upon the letters since 
received containing Mr. Farmer’s explanations, being in expectation of further 
communications from the Bombay Government and Mr. Stevens, the present 
Supravisor, as well respecting the arrangements made by Mr. Farmer in the 
present year as in answer to the reference to them on the expediency of 
concluding a permanent settlement from die commencement of the year 
ensuing. 

17. In the meantime, you will observe from our letter already mentioned 
that, referring to our instructions of the 27th of March which suffidendy 
pointed out the general prindples for conducting the affairs of the Malabar 
Province as well as the spedfic rules and regulations to be attended to in 
the administration of it, we have directed that the concessions made by 
Mr. Farmer in every instance where they were contrary to the regulations, 
or to die agreements between the Rajahs and the Company, should be revoked, 
unless the circumstances of Malabar, when these instructions reached the 
Supravisor, should be such as to render the revocation immediately hazardous. 
But if, from an apprehension of danger, or in the confidence of more effectually 
re-establishing the rights and revenues of the Company as they existed previous 
to the concessions of Mr. Farmer, he should be induced to temporize, he 
is to consider it an object ultimately to be effected, and to adopt his measures 
to the attainment of it, shelving that it ought not, on any account, to be 
deferred beyond the expiration of the present Malabar year, ending in Septem- 
ber next. 


Tippoo Sultaun, the Marrattas and Nizam Ally Khan. 

18. Widi our address of 31st of May you will receive translations of the 
letters brought by Captain Doveton from Tippoo Sultaun ; and we now transmit 
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a copy of the Governor General’s answer, with copies of two letters written 
. at the . same time to Captain Doveton and the Governor in Council of Fort 
St. George. 


19. In consequence of the wish expressed by Tippoo for the continuance 
■of Captain - Do veton’s mediation as a means of friendly intercourse, and consi- 
dering also the convenience of his situation for that purpose during his 
■command at Rayacotta, we have acquiesced in his being made the channel 
of correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun during his residence at the station, 
and we have requested the Governor in Council at Fort St. George, under whose 
orders he is to act, to furnish him with the necessary instructions, observing 
however that we do not propose that his employment on this occasional service 
should be attended with any charge to Government beyond what may be neces- 
sary for letter carriers and other official servants. 


20. In our choice of Captain Doveton for this service, we were influenced 
by die great satisfaction he had afforded us in the execution of die trust 
assigned to him from the period diat Lord Cornwallis deputed him to attend 
the sons of Tippoo during their hostage, and in some degree by the mention 
made of him by Tippoo himself, who may be presumed to entertain a proper 
sense of his conduct toward those princes. 


21. While we are writing relative to this officer, we must request your 
attention to the subject of a letter from him, dated the 6th of June, and our 
resolutions upon it of the annexed date. His personal 
Cons. 13th June. allowance whilst in charge of the hostage princes (vizt. 
from the 1st March, 1792, to the 1st March, 1794) having been fixed by the 
Marquis Cornwallis at 150 pagodas per mensem, we did not consider ourselves 
at liberty to make any addition to it ; but halting the fullest confidence in his 
■declaration that his expences during this period amounted to 350 pagodas per 
mensem, and his execution of the duty committed to him halting, as we have 
mentioned, been throughout in the highest degree satisfactory, we recommend 
to your Honorable Court that he may be reimbursed his expences amounting 
to 350 pagodas per mensem during the above period, in addition to his personal 
monthly allowance of 150 pagodas. We agreed to allow Captain Doveton 
1,500 rupees per mensem from the 1st of March, 1794, when he left Madras 
with the princes to the time of his return to that Presidency in the month 
ensuing, and it has been paid to him accordingly. 


22. The accompanying copies of letters and their enclosures from 
Cons 14th 18th & t * le Secretary at Fort St. George will advise your 

25th July & Honorable Court of the ordinary intelligence received 
4th August. from Mysore ; and we have at present nothing further 
to communicate respecting it. 

23. Excepting the formal investiture of Dowlut Row Sindia with the 
sicca, kuttar, and other insignia of delegation, which were withheld at the 
time of his being invested with the succession to the late Mahajee Sindia 
■(die particulars of which are communicated in Mr. Assistant UhthofPs letter 
-of 12th of May), and the information relative to the present state of the 
Nizam’s family and his probable successor, as brought before us in a letter 
from Captain Kirkpatrick, dated the 27th of June, the only material parts of 
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Avar with the latter on his account without a direct violation of the prescrip- 
tions of the Legislature. Thus admitting the propriety and policy of sup- 
porting him against the Marliattas, the limitations for our conduct are 
positively defined ; and these considerations point out the subsisting con- 
federacy between the three States as the most eligible ground of amicable 
interposition to prevent a rupture between die Nizam and die Peishwah. 

"When our first instructions upon this subject were communicated, we 
had reason to suppose that the Mahratta Minister, exasperated by die conduct 
of Azim id Omrali in connecting himself closely with Maliajcc Sindiah at a 
period when that chieftain was attempting to assume a predominancy in the 
Poonah Administration, instigated by the long subsisting enmity between 
himself and Azim ul Omrali, and tempted by the weakness of the Nizam, had 
advanced claims upon His Highness, founded in the motives which we have 
stated rather dian in right, and as such that they were liable to be considered 
exactions. But die claims of the Malirattas, whatever modifications diey may 
be liable to, even from the statement which die Nizam has given of them, 
appear to have a reference both to right and argument, and, although the 
principle of our eventual interposition is not affected by diis explanation, it 
is necessary to attend to it if our interference should take place. 

“From die general tenor of Azim ul Omrah’s character it was obvious 
to conclude that, when lie entertained hopes of our support, or could suppose 
the Poonah Government would be influenced by an idea that it would be 
granted, lie would not be serious in his endeavours to bring the differences 
between the Nizam and Pcsliwah to a termination. This conclusion has been 
proved by his conduct, which appears to have been a compromise between 
his apprehensions, his pride, and his vanity; and whatever reliance he may 
affect to have upon the power of the Nizam opposed in hostility to that of the 
Pcsliwah, lie is but too sensible of the superiority of the latter. This convic- 
tion, combined ividi odicr motives, naturally suggests die endeavour on his 
part to obtain the support of our mediation as umpire in his disputes with 
the Poonah Minister. The latter, on the contrary, will be equally disinclined 
to such interposition. 

“We should by no means wish, even with die consent of both parties, 
to undertake the decision between diem, except as die only means of prevent- 
ing hostilities ; and without tlicir mutual consent, the offer of our mediation 
as umpire might expose us to the discredit of rejection. If, however, in the- 
course of discussion between the Peshwa and the Nizam, they should both 
express a wish for our umpirage, an event which we consider highly im- 
probable, we will not object to undertake it as die only means of preventing 
w'ar between them, upon this condition diat they previously agree upon the 
statement of their claims and differences to be referred to the decision of 
this Government, as, widiout such statement accompanied by the documents 
appealed to, it w'ould be impossible even to decide.” 

[26A.] Whilst these reflections so evidently shew the delicacy and difficulty 
attending any interposition on our part, the probable necessity of it is as great 
as ever, diough die Nizam has at length deputed Meer Allum with powers 
sufficient to make an equitable adjustment as far as depends on him, for dieire 
is reason to apprehend diat die advantages which might have resulted from 
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our correspondence with the Residents at Poonah and Hyderabad respect the 
dispute between the Peshwa and Nizam Ally Khan, and a negotiation intended 
to counteract a supposed design of the Marattas to possess themselves of the 
province of Cambay as well a.s,. under certain circumstances, to obtain a transfer 
of this port and town with the territory attached to it to the Company. 

24. You have been already informed of the nature of the controversy 
subsisting between the Courts of Poonah and Hydrabad;. and for the parti- 
culars of die recent occurrences as well as of -the line of conduct prescribed 
to your Resident at these places, we beg leave to refer to the accompanying; 
copies of their letters, and of the Governor General’s instructions to them, 
under dates the 9th of June, 3d and 28th July, and 8th instant. 

25. You will observe from tire tenor of our present and former dispatches 
that it is hy no means our wish to interfere between these two powers as long 
as it can he prudently avoided, that is, until their disagreements shall attain 
such a length as to threaten immediate rupture and hostilities between them m r 
and in such event our instructions to the Resident at Poona are to obtain a 
conference with the Minister, and represent to him: “That, as a common 
friend and ally of the Paishwah and the Nizam, we have long viewed, with 
the greatest concern, the differences which have prevailed between them, and, 
in this capacity, cannot avoid expressing to both our sincere wishes for an 
amicable termination of their mutual claims. That, being united by treaty 
in the same confederacy, motives of interest concur with our regard for the 
welfare of the two States to prevent a disunion which cannot take place 
without injury to the interests of the confederates, and which, for. a time at 
least,- if pushed to the length of hostilities, would retard the object of that 
alliance, if a necessity occurred for carrying into execution the conditions of 
it. That hostilities between the Nizam and Peishwa might prove a temptation 
to call forth that necessity, and, at all events, must weaken the parties engaged 
in it. That we do not wish to give any opinion on the rights or claims of the 
Peishwa or the Nizam, or to interpose further than as a common friend. That 
as such the present representation becomes an obligation which we discharge 
with the more confidence as it can only originate in the motives we profess, 
that of a regard for both parties and an anxiety to preserve the means of 
carrying into effect the stipulations in the Treaties of Poonah and Paungal 
if necessity should require it.” 

26. Our instructions to the Resident at Hydrabad were to the following 
effect: “The annihilation of the independency of the Nizam, whether by the 
power of the Peishwa or Tippoo Sultaun, cannot be effected without danger 
to the Company’s possessions in India, and it is therefore our interest to afford 
him support. With respect to Tippoo Sultaun, the Nizam derives a security 
from the confederacy which he does not possess in himself. With respect 
to the Marhattas, he has no such protection, and they have every advantage 
over him, hoth from the wisdom of their councils and the superiority of 
actual force. 

"Without discussing tire question how far it would be wise or politic to- 
afford him support against the Peshwah at the risque of hostilities with the 
Marhattas, it is sufficient to observe that, as we are not bound by any existing, 
treaty to defend the Nizam against the Peshwah, we could not engage in a 
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this as an admitted point, since, if he were a feudatory of the Paishwa, we 
could not, with any colour of reason or right, negotiate with him for the 
transfer of his territory. Neither does the information obtained appear to 
us decisive as to the persons concerned in the intrigues, stated to be carrying 
on against the Nabob of Cambay: whether the Ministers of the Paishwa, or 
of the late Mahajee Sindea, the Marhattas and Govind Row Gaykwar in con- 
junction, or the latter only. The conclusion we have formed however is that 
although Govind Row is the ostensible agent in these intrigues, they are 
carried on with the knowledge of the Paishwa’s Minister, who looks to a 
participation in the success of them. 

31. It does not appear that the Nawaub of Cambay, who is either ignorant 
of the intrigues carrying on against him or inactive from inability to defeat 

them, has any claim from treaty to our interposition or that we have any 
pretentions to take an active interference for his protection. The question, 

then, as to a negotiation for the acquisition of the town and territory of Cambay 
is reducible to the consideration of the advantages on one hand and the 
risques and inconveniences on the other. 

32. The advantages of whatever nature ought to be considerable to 
induce us, under any circumstances, to accept possession of the port and district 
of Cambay, and the explanation furnished by Mr. Holford sets them in a 
clear light. No doubt can, we think, be entertained that the commerce of 
the Company would be essentially promoted by the possession of Cambay 
under an equitable administration, whilst important benefits will result from 
the .means afforded us by the possession of checking the piracies and depre- 
dations which have so long annoyed the trade on that side of India. 

33. In a pecuniary light we do not apprehend that the possession of 
Cambay could add to our positive strength or resources ; and the necessity of 
defending and supporting the acquisition, in the event of a war with the 
Maharattas, might prove expensive and embarrassing ; nor, on the other hand, 
does it occur to us that the possession of it by the Maharattas would afford 
them new means of injuring or molesting us, although it is to be considered, 
in that event, that we could not reckon upon any assistance from them in 
suppressing the pirates. The acquisition of it by Govind Row alone, without 
any participation of the Paishwa, seems rather a desireable object, if the 
methods used for this purpose by him were less objectionable, as his indepen- 
dency would be promoted by it, which is certainly desirable on general 
principles. 

34. The Paishwa (admitting his concern in the intrigues now carrying 
on) would consider the acquisition of Cambay in the light of a compromise 
to disappoint his plans, and, at all events, would view it with jealousy ; and, 
if this were to lay the foundation of a serious disagreement with the Paishwa, 
we should consider the acquisition ill compensated by die advantages which 
in other respects it offers. This is the only ostensible objection which occurs to 
us ; and, notwithstanding our incontestable right to treat with the independent 
proprietor of Cambay for the surrender of it, and that the Peishwa could have 
no grounds of complaint whatever on this subject, still, if the supposed conse- 
quences were probable, we should hesitate to embrace the opportunity which 
offers. 
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his deputation at an earlier period will not now be attainable in an equal 
degree. Late as this measure has been adopted, however, we tbinV it the 
only resource which remained to the Nizam, and we hope his Minister wilL 
see the importance of it. At present he appears sincere in his determination 
to accommodate the differences between Ids master and the Paishwah, and 
with a view to strengthen that determination we have desired the Resident 
“to express our satisfaction at the measure he has adopted, of deputing Meer 
Allum, informing him that we consider this selection as a proof of his dis- 
cernment ; that we have long viewed with the greatest concern the subsisting 
disputes between the two States with whom we are . equally connected by 
friendship and by. treaty, but that we trust they will now be speedily and 
amicably settled.” 

27. We added that convinced as we are the Minister must ultimately 
yield to the claims or power of the Court of Poona, the dignity of the Nizam 
would be better consulted by a timely acquiescence in all reasonable claims 
than by evasion or protraction, which might only tend to render them more 
exorbitant, and, at all events, to augment the' difficulties of adjustment. At 
the same time, that our advice may not prove detrimental to the Nizam in 
restraining him from taking measures to guard against the possible views 
of the-Marhattas beyond an equitable settlement of their avowed claims, we 
have signified to the Resident that under the uncertainty of the real views 
and intentions of the Marhatta Government it would be unreasonable to 
expect the Nizam should supinely wait the event of negotiation without taking 
precautions to provide against the most unfavourable result, and that such 
preparations would probably furnish the most effectual means of securing the 
object of the negotiation. 

28. Neither the Nizam or his Minister, however, can have overlooked 
this obvious consideration; and the communications on their part to the 
Resident seem principally intended to implicate us by any means in the 
dispute, either by obtaining our direct interference or by soliciting advice with 
a view of engaging us in the support of it, or of imputing to us the conse- 
quences of following it. We have therefore pointed out to the Resident that 
our caution should be proportioned to these suppositions that no advantage 
may be taken of our communications with the Nizam or his Minister ; adding 
that although it would be proper to impress the Nizam with a sense of the 
danger which apparently threatens him, if he were really insensible of it, 
the communication should be made in terms that cannot be construed into 
encouragement, or direction. This is necessary as well to obviate any future 
‘misrepresentation of the Nizam or his Minister on the one hand as any mis- 
conception of the Poonah Government on the other. 

29. On the subject of the negotiation before noticed respecting Cambay,* 
your Honorable Court will find the whole of the information yet communicated 
to us in the enclosed copies of our dispatches from the Resident at Poonah, 
and our detailed instructions in the Governor General’s answer of the 28th 
of July transmitting a letter which we wrote at the same period to the Governor 
in Council of Bombay. 

30. You will observe from these papers that, although the independency 
of the Nabob of Cambay is rather inferred than expressly asserted, we take 
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41. The endosed copy of our correspondence with the Resident <U 
Lucknow is submitted for your information, relative to affairs lit the NtthithN 
country. 

42. From tire knowledge we had both of the Nahoh V Ivlev and |\|,\ 
Ministers, we could not expect that the salutary measures reennuuonded lit 
them by Lord Cornwallis, on his Lordship's departure from this rnumry, Would 
be immediately carried into effect ; nor have we any sanguine hope t jut I limy 
will, at any time, be completely put into execution. We. have however repeated- 
ly urged their adoption, and we are persuaded of die Hetildeiil'n desire, and 
of his using his best endeavours, to see them gradually introduced. 


43. -The demise of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan has been enniiniinieaied |iy 
the Resident at Lucknow with a reference which 
ConSn A«crust & 15th rcc l u ' rc ‘d our consideration and decision relit live in 
B * Nabob’s jaglim: in Rohileand. 


44. It was unnecessary to enquire whether, an guarantees die engage- 
ment between Fyzoola Khan and the late Sujah ni JJowlith, we lut d a right 
,to influence the Vizier in the appropriation ol this territory, alum II la K;u'cJ 
lency himself expressed a desire to receive our at I vice for Ida glddaige; nni 
under this circumstance could there be a doubt of the policy and jual|/e of 
our interposition to recommend, on the one hand, what /nay mod n, t-rrinr 
die continuance of the family of Fyzoola Khan in the possession of dir inn I 
of country which has been so much improved uiidrr Ids m.7n/,g/:/„'7/i //, ),/• 
now esteemed productive of more than double the amount of jta /and /, y, ■//>/,■ 
when he obtained it, and, on the other, such an acknoy/Jedg/'/n'Ol. ;md fofoii: 
annual tribute to the Vizier as, from the nature of the mm//'/- and p/w/,1 
state of the country, the latter might hare an equitable r/g/n, /// d/7, /and. 


45. From the terms of the treaty executed by V’/'/z/An Y.hun and /!;/■ 

Nabob Suza ul Dowlah at Loldong in Ootoi/sr, 1774, no Jof/;,"/,'/; /an i/. d,a//n 
in favor of the perpetuity of it grant to v.e former ; cv.'j I'-.t-s f/o,m *hr 
firmattn given in canfcrrrity to dth treaty ivy d;o Vizlor, d.e ^/a.o» 

is expressly stated to re; a fegier, a ter. ere vhi'i;, by 4 x'>AA/X;/f. *.*#•/;■, J, A 
be understood in its =r.T. ertstdef ter.ve to ve for rov/e v.*/, d.e ,;'/. // dc 
jagheerdar, and esnssrnsnriy ft rto^ beoor.oe esei.ee* - 

46. On a reference tt the trvteefi.-^i ov v.i; ^>/;o",'..eoeo*. ,'7/4,. ;776, 
1778, 1781, 1782 and 1753, ft ateesrt that va taroe oob'bo;, b*->. •.'-Ao; 
been held of this tentrs, ant that doe gra.e* ba . ,or?«V ym ooob/oo"/, .-to 
convey any right of terper.fty. 

47. The airier, fr.T x st. 5 tst utar.riy nor rA o- r ibr.erov & *-eb ac fv 
the ease and seerriy "-a the fnbabfttrno f not <A^/y.oo to or.o/.bho /A 

to resume the nosr-esritt: of the Sertn* t'b.vhr,: toe > i- 

hefd hv the late F~zx{h Fhan. t smd fnt the to ' urn y; :7oadox. o-' too /s-'/s 

" dot 'b-xetox' ''Ax.sxz o ' ,-b-. jr,/s/-.:s--.-.se'-. 

~e isr-t tc tr.mtt then bn -.'hr ?,o by: by earned # * 

• - - ,jri , — ■ " . .. x » , ; - // / 

^L. of hi xxmmdot -ctd ^ re^-Wot "•'do.--'-' b 
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■ 35. The foregoing are the terms in which we have written to the Resident 
at Poonah, leaving the consequences to his consideration. Nothing can be 
more evident than that the Paishwa in similar circumstances would seize with 
avidity the proffered advantages without any restraints of delicacy. 

36. . We have, at the same time, desired Sir C. Malet’s sentiments on the 
stated objection, if there be time for a further reference ; but, if this should 
be precluded by the necessity of a speedy decision, and he should concur with 
us in opinion that the friendly connection now subsisting between the Com- 
pany and the Paishwa would not be seriously affected by our possession of 
Cambay, we have desired him to forward a letter, enclosed to him for the 
purpose, to the Government of Bombay authorizing them, under certain 
considerations, to enter into a negotiation with the Nabob for the cession of 
Cambay and its dependent territory. 

37. These considerations are detailed in the accompanying copy of the 
letter referred to and are to the following effect. First, that they concur with 
us in the probability of expected advantages from the possession of Cambay. 
Secondly, that the object of the negotiation . be. the complete and absolute 
transfer of the right and authority possessed by the Nabob of Cambay to the 
Company; as any cession short of this would deprive us of the means of 
deriving those advantages from the possession' which we expect from it; 
neither are we authorized to enter into any stipulations for protecting Cambay 
whilst it belongs to the Nabob. Thirdly, that in adjusting the terms of the 
negotiations, if it should take place, they consider the expence which the 
Company must incur from assuming the sovereignty over it, and regulate any 
stipulation for the maintainance of the Nabob accordingly. 

38. You. will further observe from our letter to the Governor in Council 
of Bombay that, in consequence of intelligence given to Sir Charles Malet, 
stating that Mr. Holford, the Resident at Cambay, had. been acquainted with 
and had encouraged the secret plan carrying on by Govind Row Gykwar for 
die seizure of the town and district of Cambay, although we consider it highly 
improbable that this information should be well founded, we have thought it 
necessary to desire he may be called upon for an explicit declaration whether 
he has had any and what concern in this transaction. , 

39. We had written thus far when our Secretary received a letter from 
the Assistant to the Resident at Poonah, which mentions that Govind Row 
Gykwar had suspended or relinquished his designs on Cambay, but we expect 
further information on the subject, and in the meantime we shall send to 
you enclosed copies of the papers that have been transmitted from Sir Charles 
Malet’s Assistant relative to it. 

40. Your Honorable Court have been already advised of the grounds on 
which we determined to continue the Residency at the Court of Ougeen. The 
Governor General has since received a letter from Doulut Row expressly signi- 
fying his wishes for the continuance of the Residency, and Major Palmer has, 
in consequence, been instructed to place himself in the situation best calculated 
for meeting Doulut Row on his return to Hindostan. A copy of his instruc- 
tions of the annexed date is enclosed. 
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for himself and immediate dependents within the Company’s provinces, in 
which ease we have authorized the Commissioner to afford it. 


Burmahs. 

54. The enclosed copies of letters from Lieutenant Colonel Erskinc and 
their enclosures contain the latest advices we have received from him respecting 
the enquiry he was instructed to make into the truth of the alleged crimes of 
the three fugitives from Aracan — Pulong, Whackposs (alias Quaypock) and 
Quey-ta-gong-Ning. 

55. We found in these papers the first clear and specific information 
we had received of the conduct imputed to the above fugitives, die charges 
against whom arc stated to be, in substance, as follows: “That Pulong, after 
having sworn allegiance to the King of Ava, rebelled against him, murdering 
in the first instance treacherously a Burman officer, after which lie attacked 
the Chedoober Cliokcy and Nakan and the King’s fleet, killed a great number 
of the people, sunk and burned many of the boats and captured others, which 
he carried to Chittagong. They afterwards attacked and defeated a naval 
armament sent by the Rajah of Ratnrcc ; and the party of Pulong then 
murdered a merchant, proceeding from Ava to Calcutta ; that after this they 
committed various acts of depredation and cruelty, and then retired into die 
Company’s provinces." 

56. Admitting the facts alleged against Pulong and the others to be truly 
staled, this Government could have no hesitation to surrender diem to the 
justice of their own monarch, as it could not be the interest of any power to 
protect a murderer and plunderer ; and die only hesitation entertained by 
us has arisen from the possibility either of the innocence of Pulong and the 
others, or of tlicir having been driven by cruelty and tyranny into resistance 
and retaliation. It docs not appear where Pulong resided; but, connecting 
what has already been communicated with the information now received, 
it may be conjectured that lie is an inhabitant of what is termed the Broken 
Island. We have agreed to direct Lieutenant Colonel Erskinc to call upon 
Pulong and die others for an answer to the charges exhibited against them, 
and for a particular explanation of the time when he first came into die 
Chittagong Province and his motives for seeking protection under die Com- 
pany’s Government, also to endeavour to ascertain by further enquiries from 
odiers die truth of the account given by Pulong, transmiting to us the result 
of die investigation widi his opinion upon it. 

57. In the meantime, Lieutenant Colonel Erskinc is further directed to 
reply to a letter written to him by die Rajali of Aracan by acquainting him 
that, in consequence of his reference to Calcutta, he has received instructions 
to make enquiry respecting Pulong and the odiers, but that if the Rajah of 
Aracan will order the people acquainted with die allegations against Pulong’s 
conduct to attend him, it will contribute to facilitate his enquiry and the 
termination of the affair. We have also directed that the persons of Pulong, 
Quaypock, and Quey-ta-gong-Ning shall be secured until the conclusion of 
the above investigation. 
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expectations appear to us strictly just, and we also think that policy should 
induce us to promote a compliance with diem to obviate die possible ill 
consequences of too large an accumulation of property in the hands of a 
principal family of the Rohillalis, who, from obvious causes, cannot 
be cordially attached to die Vizier, and, if diey should possess the means of 
independance, might, at some future period, be disposed to throw off their 
subjection to him. 

48. Under these considerations we determined to leave die adjustment 
of die amount of die nuzzcranali and tribute to be setded between die Vizier 
and die successor of Fyzoolah Khan, instructing die Resident to communicate 
die principles on which we recommended die adjustment between them. 

49. We have also directed him to offer his assistance on diis occasion, 
and audiorizcd him to proceed himself, or to depute his Assistant if necessary, 
to adjust die terms of agreement with Mahomed Alii Khan, die eldest son 
and successor of Fyzoola Khan at Ramporc, as well for die sake of expediting 
die conclusion of it, as of preventing die operation of any sinister influence of 
the Vizier’s officers, who might be induced by die opportunity to pursue their 
own advantage in preference to diat of either of die parties concerned. 

50. We have furdicr particularly desired diat the terms of die agreement 
may be clear and specific, so as to leave no ground whatever for future doubt 
or discussion upon it. 

51. The only remaining subject we have to notice in die correspondence 
relative to the Upper Provinces is an application made by Shall Allum for 
•the assistance of die Nabob Vizier to relieve him from his present embarrass- 
ments and restore his authority, upon which it is sufficient to say that we have 
referred die Resident to die instructions his predecessor received from Lord 
Cornwallis on similar applications, directing these to be die general rule for 
his guidance in such cases. 

Assam. 

52. In conformity to the resolutions and instructions already communi- 
cated to your Honorable Court, Captain Welsh, with the battalion under 
his command, marched from Assam on the 1st of last month, and lie has 
since arrived within die Company's district of Rungpoor, where he has been 
ordered to remain for the protection of diat and the adjacent countries from 
the depredations of faliccrs and sonassics: 1 The whole extra allowances of 
detachment have, of course, ceased ; and we have instructed die Commissioner 
of Coocli Behar to wididraw die officers appointed by him for the collection 
of the export and import duties at die Candaliar Chohey, die produce of 
which, according to die agreement made by Captain Welsh with die Rajah 
of Assam, was to be applied to pay a part of die expence of the Company’s 
troops. 

53. Hie Rajah made repeated representations to us, soliciting the continu- 
ance of the detachment for his protection; and from the intelligence since 
received by the Commissioner of Cooch Behar of die distracted state of die 
country, we think it not improbable diat he may be compelled to seek a refuge 
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brothers and the principal chiefs and people of the country. The first measure 
adopted by us was merely cautionary, at the same time that it provided for 
an active interference in the support of the Vizier’s just rights and decisions 
as sovereign of Rohilcund, if that should be rendered necessary on the arrival 
of further intelligence ; and we accordingly determined that the Commanding 
Officers of your troops at the two stations of Futtyghur and Cawnpore should 
be directed by the Resident at Lucknow, who received a discretional authority 
for that purpose, to hold the troops under their respective commands in readi- 
ness for immediate service; and as Mr. Cherry had signified to us that the 
Nabob Vizier had received accounts of a small detachment of horse having 
been sent towords his district of Bareilly on the deposition of Mahomed Ali 
Khan, we further authorized the Resident to employ the Company’s troops 
in its defence or the defence of any other part of His Excellency’s country ; 
and we communicated these orders, and the advices which gave rise to them, 
to the Commander in Chief, then on his way to the upper stations of the 
army, as notified to you in our military letter by this packet. 

2. We had proceeded thus far on the 26th. We received advices from 
the Resident at Lucknow in confirmation of those he had before sent to us 
of Gholam Mahomed Khan’s usurpation, and stating what had passed on the 
subject of it in his conferences with the Vizier and his Ministers, the result of 
which was a continuation of the reference made to us for advice to determine 
the measures he should adopt in this emergency. The circumstances rendered 
it indispensible that our resolutions should not be delayed ; and they had 
been adopted with as much dispatch as was consistent with the due considera- 
tion of a subject of so much importance. 

3. It was impossible for us in deciding upon the conduct of Gholam 
Mahomed Khan (without resting on the immorality of the act which he had 
perpetrated) not to pronounce it to be a deviation from his allegiance to the 
Nabob Vizier ; and it was obvious that, as His Excellency’s measures on this 
occasion would be considered throughout Hindostan as directed by our Govern- 
ment, the discredit of allowing Gholam Mahomed to enjoy the fruits of his 
violence would infallibly devolve upon us, and would naturally and un- 
avoidably be imputed to our inability to punish it. It is hardly necessary to 
say that such an opinion in its consequences would soon add insult to disrepute. 

4. Supposing therefore an adjustment to be made by the Vizier with 
Gholaum Mahomed, all countenance and interference on our parts must be 
disavowed; and under such circumstances if an adjustment were practicable, 
it would soon, or ultimately, lead to disturbances. 

5. The discussions between the successor of Fyzoola Khan and the Vizier 

would be endless, or His Excellency must submit to acknowledge his indepen- 
dence by renouncing all claim to his allegiance. . . 

6. That Gholaum Mahomed Khan, in the first instance, will be profuse 

in his professions of submission is not to be doubted, but no dependence can 
be placed on a man whose ambition has instigated him to murder "and 
usurpation. The same motive would probably suggest an attempt to 
strengthen his independence by connections dangerous to the security of the 
Vizier’s dominions, and, in particular, by procuring the assistance of die 
Sicks, \ 

f. 
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Miscellanea. 


58. In June last a person calling himself Suddasheo Pundit waited upon 
our Persian Translator with letters said to be from Rajah Chiet Sing, and 
desired to be received as his vakeel. ' The Translator applied to us for instruc- 
tions, and we had no hesitation in directing him to dismiss the vakeel as a 
person who could not be admitted in such a character. 


59. We transmit for your information a copy of our last advices from 
Captain Mitchell. The squadron under his command is not yet returned, 
but as the arrival of His Majesty's ships at Fort St. George removed the 
necessity of employing it for the protection of the 
Consn. 14th July. Company's settlements and .commercial interests, we sent 
him instructions on the 14th of last month to return without loss of tim e to 
this port. 


We have the honor to be &ca., 

Fort William, 

18 th August, 1794. (Signed) Governor and Council. 


(Per Nancy.) 
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Rebellion of Ghulam Muhammad Khan of Rampur — Company to take 
action to support the Nawab VaziPs authority — Abercromby ordered to direct 
operations. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT . 

T O die Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. In die 43d and subsequent paragraphs of our advices dated the 18th 
instant and transmitted by the Nancy packet, we informed your Honorable 
Court of the death of the Nabob Fyzoolah Khan, of the reference which had 
been made to us concerning the succession to his jagheer , and of our decision 
upon it in favor of its devolving upon his eldest son Mahomed Ali Khan, 
who had taken charge of the Government with the apparent assent of all his 
brothers, one excepted, and with the acknowledged obedience of the different 
chiefs. In conformity with this decision instructions were sent to the Resi- 
dent; but, before they could reach him, we received a letter from him to 
acquaint us that Gholaum Mahomed Khan, a younger brother of Mahomed 
Ali, had seized the Government after having wounded him and confined 
him in the fort at Rampore ; and we were subsequently advised that this was 
done with the concurrence, or at least without the opposition, of the other 
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12. An assurance of this nature will probably tend to produce a disunion, 
which cannot fail to promote die object in view ; and we rely upon the 
Resident’s using every effort to promote it, leaving it to his discretion to 
determine, in concert with the Vizier, whether the effect intended' will be 
best produced by a proclamation or by separate addresses to die members of 
Fyzoola Khan’s family in die first instance. 

13. As Glioolaum Mahomed Klian however has attempted a vindication 
of his conduct by imputations on his elder brother, although we think that 
no explanation can justify his conduct, and that nothing should induce the 
Vizier to confer the succession on him after his usurpation of it without 
waiting for His Excellency’s sanction, 1 we saw no objection to his recommend- 
ing to the Vizier, previous to publishing the proclamation above noticed, to 
write a pencaimah to Ghoolaum Mahomed Khan expressing his disapproba- 
tion of the latter’s conduct, but at die same time assuring him that, on his 
immediate personal attendance at Luenow, no molestation should be offered 
to him, and that His Excellency will impartially listen to whatever he may be 
able to urge in his defence. 

14. The Resident is accordingly instructed to recommend a letter to this 
effect to be written in the first instance ; but as Ghoolaum Mahomed Khan’s 
refusal to obey the requisition for his attendance, or indications on the part 
of die Roliillas to throw off their allegiance to die Vizier, may render it 
necessary to issue a proclamation to the effect before-mentioned, we have trans- 
mitted the form of one which may in such ease be proposed by tbe Resident at 
His Excellency’s Court. 

15., To these instructions it was only necessary to add diat in case the 
troops should be employed it would be proper to state to the Vizier the urgent 
occasion for his taking measures to secure their punctual payment, and we 
have directed nhc Resident to urge the constant attention of the Ministers 
' also to this object. 

16. The Commander in Chief has been advised of die intelligence 
received from Luenow widi the resolutions of diis Government in conse- 
quence; and if from the obstinacy or violence of die Rohillahs it should be 
ultimately necessary to employ the troops of the Company against them, he 
has been requested to take on himself the direction of their operations. He 
has also been requested to exercise his discretion in die adoption of sudh 
measures as lie may judge proper for promoting die object of the Board’s 
resolutions, and if, from any alteration of circumstances, the march of the 
troops from Cawnporc should appear to him unnecessary, he will of course 
countermand it. 

17. The Resident has been desired to consult the Commander in Chief, 
as far as possible, on all matters connected with die object of his instructions, 
and we have no doubt diat his ready advice will be given him on every 
occasion that demands it. 

18. We have detailed our opinions and resolutions to your Honorable 
Court as stated to your Resident at Luenow, and we trust they will receive 
your approbation. They have been adopted with a caution commensurate to 
the importance of their subject, and with the regard indispensibly \the 

/ ■ l j‘\ 
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7. These arguments, which so forcibly pointed out the propriety and 
necessity of immediately suppressing the dangerous tendency of Gholaum 
Mahomed’s usurpation, we have desired the Resident at Lu ckno w to urge in 
the strongest terms of advice to the Nabob Vizier, and, if His Excellency’s 
determination should be, as we conclude it will, in conformity with them, we 
have directed him to lose no time in taking measures to support it by instruct- 
ing the Commanding Officer at Cawnpore to march the troops under his 
command without delay to Futtyghur, where he will receive further orders 
for his guidance from the Commander in Chief, taking with him the magazine 
or not as he may judge expedient, and leaving a sufficient number of troops 
for the protection of the cantonments ; and we have directed him to desire 
the Commanding Officer at the Futtighur station to remain there until he 
also shall receive the General’s orders. The Resident is, at the same time, to 
call on the Nabob Vizier to assemble such troops as may be of service, parti- 
cularly horse, and require his attention to any applications in this respect 
from the Commander in Chief, to whom the Resident will likewise communi- 
cate all the information he may be able to obtain on the state and force of 
the Rohillas, with every other particular that may be useful in directing the 
necessary military arrangements. 

8. These instructions suppose resistance on the part of the Rohillas, and 
it was prudent to prepare for the worst consequences but we are far. from 
entertaining a conviction that any serious opposition will be made , to the 
declared determination of the Company and the Nabob. 

9. The power of Gholam Mahomed Khan cannot be supposed sufficiently 
consolidated for effective resistance ; and as his brethern and the Rohilla chiefs 
in general must be sensible of the consequences attending it, many of them 
will probably be induced to join the standard of the Company and the Nabob 
Vizier. 

10. We have already acquainted your Honorable Court that Golam 
Mahomed Khan is said to have been acknowledged by his brethern and by 
die officers of the late Fyzoola Khan ; and indeed it is scarcely possible to 
conceive that he could have attacked the rights and life of his elder brother 
without the support of a powerful party. Yet, whatever the professions of 
his brethern may be, we can never suppose that those of them who are entitled 
to precedence from primogeniture will regard the supercession of their claims 
•without jealousy, or that they will all unite to support their younger brother. 
On the contrary, we think they will distrust him, and that we may depend 
upon the assistance and influence of some of them, especially if a declaration 
were made that the object of the Vizier is not to destroy the Rohillas, but 
is limited to the punishment of Golam Mahomed Khan and the re-establish- 
ment of the allegiance due to His Excellency. 

11. Upon these principles we have desired the Resident to signify our 
recommendation to the Nabob that he should declare his intention of con- 
ferring the succession upon such of the sons of the late Fyzoola Khan as may 
give the strongest proofs of attachment to him, and may in other respects 
be qualified for it, adding that we have no reason for proposing any altera- 
tion in the terms of the succession which have been already suggested, as 
notified to your Honorable Court in our dispatches of the 18th instant. 
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,* , In an*wrr to tl»i* application the Government at Fort St George for- 
warded to u* a patt «»f the mrreqvmdence and other paper* which had taken 
plate or l>.-rn written iqem thi* subject, informing u* ( 
a: the *atnr time, that the trmainder, owing to titrir 
Ivin;: trjy voluminous, oudd tmt 1*- forwarded until a 
nmm di'.tani p'f ?<»•*. and tl-.at they muted that, when the whole of the 
ptm-rdijip*. v.rr r submitted to u*, wr *hno!d j*rrrrivT the extraordinary degree 
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dbcreiinn upon thi* emergency xhev still used every possible precaution to 
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tion and summon* from the President to which no reply was ever made, and 
‘erondly. by affording him, to the !a*i moment, an opportunity of returning re 
hi* allegiance without any *aerifice either of his honor or interest. 


*?. 'Iliey expressed a hope that such would appear to be the principle? *- 
wliich they had acted, }>oth with regard to the sequestration and to the n-n- 
sent to Viz.inrnmrnuzo, but that, as the several point* winch influenced "’err 
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preservation of the Nabob’s authority in an instance where concession could 
not be made without danger to the existence of it altogether. 

19. You will receive enclosed copies of a minute from the Governor 
General and the several papers recorded by us relative to affairs at Ramporc 
subsequent to those which have been already transmitted by the Nancy 
excepting the instructions to Mr. Cherry which have been communicated in 
this narrative in the terms in which they were conveyed. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca., 

die 28th of August, 1794. /c . n 

(Signed) Governor and Council. 

{Per Nancy) . 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 30 DECEMBER 1794 

Explanation for the action taken against the Raja of Vijayanagaram for 
his misconduct — The Raja of Ramnad’s aggressiveness — Administrative re- 
organisation of the Northern Circars— Arrival of a cartel ship from Mauritius 
— Malabar: deficit in the revenues; Danish claims at Calicut not accepted ; 
introduction of indigo and sugarcane considered inexpedient; Europeans to 
be allowed only under prescribed conditions; aversion of the Bibi of Canna- 
norc to a matrimonial alliance with Tipu’s family — Piracy: Malwans and 
Coolies— Acquisition of Cambay not favoured — Worsening of Poona-tiydera- 
bad relations: Company to be strictly neutral — Tipu’s policy and aims: no 
real danger of a Nizam-Pcshwa-Tipu alliance against the Company — Rampur 
rebellion: defeat of Ghulam Muhammad and the settlement of the Rohilla 
affairs — Abdul Qadir to be sent to Nepal to develop trade relations — 
Anarchy in Assam and the difficulties experienced by English merchants 
in trading with it — Burma : the Burmese fugitives released on bail ; proposal 
to send a deputation to Ava — Arrival of Captain Mitchell’s squadron: prize 
case relating to Babcock. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
T O the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Wc have the honor of transmitting you copies of our advices from 
this Department bearing dates the 18th and 28th of August and forwarded 
by the Nancy packet. 

Fort St. George and its dependencies. 

2. In die 6th paragraph of our letter dated the 18th of ^ August, wc 
acquainted you with our having desired the Governor in Council of Fort St. 
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customs at the sea ports, which seems to have induced the Cherokar to retaliate, 
as related by Mr. Powney ; and it also appears that the Rajah continued his 
hostile aggressions in defiance of the orders of the Madras Government, 
although those were immediately obeyed by die Cherokar, and all depredations 
on his part had ceased. 

9. They further acquainted us that they had instructed the Board of 
Revenue to send orders to the Collectors to adjust the dispute in regard to the 
customs and watercourses conformably to the ancient usage of the country, 
previously calling upon the parties to declare whether they would agree to 
abide by the decision ; diat as the drought still continued in the Ramnaud 
country they could take no steps at present for compelling the Rajah’s obe- 
dience; but that, when an opportunity offered, they would exercise coercive 
means, should existing circumstances render it advisable. 


10. They thought it necessary to lay before us extracts of two letters 
from the Board of Revenue at Madras, the former enclosing a copy of a letter 
from Mr. Powney relative to the marriage of the heiress of Shevagunga, and 
the latter representing further instances of disobedience on the part of the 
Rajah of Ramnaud ; but die Government of Madras expressed a hope that 
die letter written to him by their President (a copy of which we have the honor 
to enclose) would induce his attendance at die Collector’s catcherry and the 
payment of his arrears of peshettsh, aldiough advices had been received from 
the Collector representing further instances of disobedience. • 

11. The Governor in Council at Fort St. George advised us in a letter 
dated the 25th of October that upon deliberate consideration of die defective 

system upon which the revenues had been administered 
C ° nS bcr 4th N ° VCm * t ^ ie Northern Circars, he had resolved upon a total 
abolition of the Chiefships at Masulipatam and Vizaga- 
patam, as well as of the Residency at Ganjam, and that he had in consequence 
determined that these valuable possessions of the Company should be placed 
under the distinct charge of nine Collectors immediately subject to the 
superintendance of the Board of Revenue. He observed that this change 
involved consequences of a very important nature ; and he therefore judged 
it proper to make us acquainted with the measure, transmitting at the same 
time a copy of a minute delivered on the occasion by the Right Honorable 
President. A copy of that minute will be sent a number in the packet. 


12. We had the satisfaction of acquainting the Governor in Council that 
we entirely concurred with His Lordship in the principles upon which the 
arrangement had been formed, and had no doubt that it would essentially 
promote energy and dispatch in the administration of the revenues of the 
Northern Circars. 


13. The Nabob of the Carnatic having transmitted to the Governor 
General a copy of a letter which he addressed to His Majesty on the 18th of 
October, we shall forward a translation of it a number in the packet. 


14. We have the pleasure to acquaint you that the payment of His 
Highness’s hists has been completed to the 1st of the present month. 

15. We think it proper to inform you that a cartel ship from the Isle of 
France arrived at Madras on the I9th of September with letters, of which we 
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proceedings (though perfectly clear in their own judgement) had occasioned 
voluminous correspondence and minutes, they thought it might be proper to 
observe that the cause of so much discussion had originated in tbe line of 
conduct and opinion adopted by Mr. Chamier, the Chief of Vizagapatam, 
which had been deemed by the Board of Revenue, as well as by the Governor 
in Council at Fort St. George, incompatible with the objects of the seques- 
tration, founded on your Honorable Court’s orders above referred to, and 
favorable to the late Zemindar’s views of a premature restoration of his autho- 
rity ; that they did not wish by these explanations to anticipate our judgement 
in any degree upon the merits of their proceedings; but, generally, to shew 
the grounds upon which they rested, and to bespeak our confidence in the 
measures they had adopted from motives of public duty until the particular 
information we had required could be laid before us. 

5. The promised documents have since been received, but we have not 
been able to examine them with that attention and accuracy which we wish 
to bestow upon them. We can only at present therefore say that we have not 
hitherto seen anything in them to induce us to adopt an opinion different 
from that expressed by the Presidency at Fort St. George. 

6. In the 7th and 8th paragraphs of our letter by the Nancy packet 1 , we 
had the honor to lay before you the intelligence we had received from the 
Government at Fort St. George relative to the refractory conduct of the Rajah 
of Ramnaud, who, under the pretext of a claim to the territory of Shevigunga 
as having belonged to his ancestors, had taken up arms against the Cherocar of 
that district, and had called to his assistance several of the Tinnevelly polygars, 
by whose aid he had invaded and desolated many of the villages in Shevigunga. 
We then also advised you of our resolutions on this communication, and we 
now transmit for your further information a detail of the occurrences which 
have taken place in consequence of our orders on the subject. 

7. We received a letter from the Government at Fort St. George 
acquainting us that Colonel Martinz, who commanded at Ramnaud, had 
informed them that owing to a severe drought, the country was, at that period, 
unable to afford subsistence to any troops which they might send thither, and 

that in consequence they had been obliged to postpone 
Consn. 29th August. ta j c j n g those coercive measures which the Rajah’s 
refractory conduct seemed to require. That in the mean time they had direct- 
ed a more particular investigation to be made into the .subjects of dispute 
between him and the Cherokar of Shevigunga, and especially with a view 
to ascertain the truth of the fact alleged against the Raja, that he continued 
hostilities after he had received the Governor’s letter positively directing him 
to desist, and after the Cherokar, in compliance with similar orders, had laid 
down his arms. 

8. By a letter of a subsequent date, we were informed that from the 
narrative of the Collector (a copy of which will be sent a number in the packet) 
it appeared that the Rajah was the original aggressor in having stopped up the 
high road to Pallanellore and Tondy, which was frequented by the merchants 

from Tinnevelly and had compelled them to take a cir- 
Consn. 24th October, c^ous route, and turn off at Treshooly through the 

Ramnad country, thereby depriving the Shevigunga Circar of the usual 
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21. Copies of these papers will be sent numbers in the packet. The 
stipulations in die treaty being provisional and suspended for confirmation, 
it did not appear that any instructions from us upon the subject were neces- 
sary and the Government of Bombay were acquainted accordingly. 

22. We shall transmit to you by the present dispatch copies of advices 
bearing dates the 21st of June and 24th of July, which we received in August 

_ „ , . and September last from the Resident and Factor at 

29th Septem- Gram, and a copy of the observations we recorded on 
ber. the subjects of them on the 29th of the latter month. 

Since that period, furdicr advices, of which we shall enclose copies, have 
arrived from the Resident and Factor, dated the 1st of November. 

23. The Governor in Council at Bombay forwarded to us, with a letter 

dated the 27th of August, a copy of one he had received 
Consn. ^22d Septem- on t ^ e 23 d by a cartel ship called the Minerva from the 
Governor General at the French Islands, which had been 
sent from thence at die beginning of the same month to the Malabar Coast for 
an exchange of prisoners. A translation of that letter will be transmitted to 
you a number in the packet. 

24. Wc signified our hope to the Bombay Government that they had so 
far attended, or would attend, to the application of Monsieur Malartic as 
to return to the Isle of France the French prisoners at Bombay equal in ranks 
and numbers to the prisoners who had arrived by die Minerva, advising the 
Government of Madras, if prisoners of such ranks and numbers (on neither 
of which they had sent us any information, except as far as the number 
appeared from the letter of Monsieur Malartic and his orders to the Commis- 
sary Lieutenant Sdiohy) were not [available] at Bombay, that the Governor 
in Council at Fort St. George might supply the deficiency, and return the 
officers on the Coromandel Coast who were named in the Commissary’s orders, 
if they were still there, by the ship which Monsieur Malartic proposed to send 
to that Presidency. 

25. Your Honourable Court will observe that these instructions were given 
previous to the advices received from Madras on the subject of the cartel last 
mentioned. 

26. We also expressed our hope that great care had been taken at Bombay 
to prevent those communications, either on board or on shore, between the 
officers and crew of die Minerva and the inhabitants, which might in their 
consequences be injurious to the Company and the interests of the nation in 
die present war, and that no fu'rdier liberty had been allowed to the officers 
and people of the ship dian was consistent with this necessary principle of 
vigilant regard to the trust reposed in the British Government. We were die 
more induced to make die observation as we suspected that the French at the 
Islands had commissioned the Minerva to the Malabar Coast, less with a view 
to the exchange of prisoners than die obtainment by the means it would afford 
them of information they could not otherwise acquire, of the state of the British 
setdements in India and our naval strengdi, as well as of our real intentions 
with respect to the French Islands, where the design of an expedition against 
them appeared by the public intelligence to have been known or at least 
apprehended. 
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enclose translations, from General Malartic, Governor General of the French 
Islands. Hie Governor in Council of Fort St. George deemed it necessary in 
a matter -of this importance to request die opinion of Commodore Rainier 
whether under all the circumstances it would be right to comply with the 
requisition of General Malartic, as contained in his letter of the 23d of August, 
for delivering up to Captain De Fourg, in exchange for the English prisoners 
sent from Mauritius, all the French officers, seamen, and soldiers then in their 
possession ; and the Commodore’s reply (of which we transmit a copy) deter- 
mined them against die delivery of any prisoners in exchange for diose brought 
on the cartel, at least till they had received information from us relative to the 
number of prisoners sent by Commodore Mitchell to the Isle of France. 

16. On the receipt of this intelligence, we desired Captain Mitchell to 
acquaint us with the precise number of prisoners sent by him to the Isle of 
France on the cartel dispatched from Batavia, and we found from his informa- 
tion that the number of French prisoners who had been liberated by us very 
considerably exceeded die number sent from die French Islands, or permitted 
to depart from thence on their paroles. 

17. But before this report from Captain Mitchell could reach Madras 
we received advices from that Presidency that the cartel had sailed, and with 
them a copy of a letter written by Lord Hobart to Lieutenant General Malartic 
in reply to those brought by the ship, and a copy of a list of persons permitted 
to proceed to the Isle of France in exchange for an equal number of officers 
released or to be released from Mauritius. Copies of this letter and list will 
be sent numbers in the packet. 

18. We are concerned to inform you that one of the boats employed in 
transporting a part of die Dutch troops from Negapatam to Jaffanapatam, on 

their return to Ceylon, was stranded near Tope Torey 
Consi b er 8th Decem ' in a violent storm on the 29th of October, and that 
twenty six persons lost their lives. The remainder, 
amounting to forty, returned to Negapatam. 

19. The Governor in Council at Fort St. George advised us that he had 
given orders for all the Dutch troops to be embarked on a chartered ship 
called die Anna, which had been sent to Negapatam for the purpose, and was 
well calculated for the accommodation of the .troops, but that on the parti- 
cular solicitation of Captain Brohicr, one of the Dutch officers, the Govern- 
ment consented diat his company should embark for Jaffanapatam, the place 
of dieir former station, on domes. 


Bombay and its dependencies. 

20. Wc received from the Governor in Council at Bombay about the 
middle of last month a copy of a letter addressed to diem under date the 24th 
of July by Mr. Baldwin, the Consul General at 
C° ns "bcr‘ ,t h Septcm ' Alexandria, enclosing a copy of a commercial treaty 
which he had concluded with the ruling Beys of Egypt 
to regulate our intercourse with that country and authorize a commerce from 
India by the way of Suez. 
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30. Our instructions of the 27th March and subsequent dates had anti- 
cipated the receipt of die orders of your Honorable Court contained in your 
Political Letter to the Bombay Presidency of the 19th February, 1794, respect- 
ing our new acquired territories in the province of Malabar. We thought it 
proper, however, to point out die subjects of these orders to the further notice 
of die Governor in Council of Bombay, and have the honor to submit a copy 
of our letter to him, dated die 27 di October, for your information. 

31. The Government of Bombay will of course furnish your Honorable 
Court with statements of the jumma collections and balances of Malabar for 
the elapsed year 969 or 1793/4, together with full accounts of the receipts and 
disbursements on account of that province for the above year, which expired 
in September last. We avail ourselves of die present dispatch, however, to 
transmit for your immediate information a copy of a letter from the Supra- 
visor to die Governor in Council of Bombay dated the I8th of October, with 
copies of the several accounts therein mentioned, containing the latest state- 
ments we have received of the collections in Malabar for the past year, together 
witli an estimate for the current year. 

32. We have been unable to compare these accounts in detail with the 
estimate given by die late' Commissioners, forming number 141 in the appendix 
to their general report, from die same designations and divisions of the districts 
not having been preserved. Wc have dierefore desired to be furnished with 
a further general jumma wasul baky, or account jumma collections, and 
balances of the province for the past year, stating die amount estimated by 
the Commissioners to be the realizable revenue of each district for the past 
year, and the jumma which was demandable under the setdement finally 
adjusted, with die particulars of collections and balances included in the 
accounts already transmitted, accompanied by full explanations of the several 
variations of jumma from the estimate of the Commissioners. 

33. On comparison of the total land revenue, customs, and mint receipts, 
as stated by the Supravisor, with the realizable revenue for 969 3 estimated by 
the Commissioners, there appears a deficiency in the former of above five lacks 
of rupees, vizt 

Estimated by the Commissioners ... ... Rs. 19,73,450 0 0 

Amount received and receivable stated by Supravisor „ 14,47,657 0 „ 0 

Deficient ... ... ... ... „ 5,25,793 0 0 


34. We observed with concern the actual collections for the past year so 
much short of the amount estimated by the Commissioners, but, at the same 
time, felt it incumbent on us to acknowledge that we had no reason to impute 
the deficiency to any want of zeal and exertion on the part of the Supravisor 
and Superintendants. 

35. The concessions made to the northern Rajahs by the late Supravisor 
(Mr. Farmer), as communicated in the 16th and following paragraphs of our 
Political Letter of the 18th of August last, have indeed been a principal cause 
of the loss of revenue in the Northern Division ; and after attentively consi- 
dering his explanations (recorded on our proceedings of the 22d August) with 
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27. The Bombay Government informed us, in reply to our letter on this 
subject, that on all future occasions they would regulate their conduct by the 
orders contained therein; and they much regretted that, at the commence- 
ment of the. French war, wc had not furnished them with instructions relative 
to their treatment of cartel ships,, that they ' even understood that between 
civilized countries the most particular attention was paid to the sacred flag 
of a cartel, and in an affair of this delicacy they considered it their duty to 
conform to the liberal custom of nations and to pay proper respect to the 
Commissary who was entrusted with the exchange of prisoners, that as news- 
papers are published at all the Presidencies in India, intelligence of every kind 
is communicated to the whole world, and political affairs are freely discussed 
and explained; therefore, unless the cartel ship had been subjected to the 
rigorous restrictions of a quarantine, they know not how it was possible to pre- 
vent the French procuring intelligence and even then, the French prisoners who 
were released would have communicated all the news of India, as they had long 
resided on their parole atTannah, had been treated with the utmost hospitality 
by the gentlemen of that settlement and frequently come over to the 
Presidency. 

That as this ship was dispatched by the Governor General of the Isle of 
France for the humane purpose of relieving unfortunate people from the misery 
of confinement and had actually on board ISO Portugueze prisoners besides 
1 1 English prisoners, and as the exchange of prisoners is, at all times, a most 
desirable object, but more particularly so in this war when the French nation 
is reduced to so savage a state, they were desirous of doing every thing in their 
power to facilitate it; and they could scarcely suppose that a ship with 160 
prisoners on board was sent principally as a spy, since it is to be considered that 
the prisoners they brought would give us the very intelligence we were so 
anxious to obtain respecting the present state of the French Islands, which 
important intelligence they actually gave, and they communicated the same 
immediately to this Government and that of Fort St. George. 

That all the French prisoners who were at Bombay were delivered up to 
the Commissary of the cartel ship, and all the French prisoners in the province 
of Malabar who chose to proceed to the Isle of France were likewise delivered 
up to the French Commissary, a list of which they only received a few days 
before and therefore it was not in their power to acquaint us or tire Government 
of Fort St. George of the ranks and numbers of the prisoners exchanged which 
however was now sent. 

A copy of this list will be forwarded in the packet. 

28. On die reflections of the Bombay Presidency* wc cannot but remark 
that common sense and self-preservation pointed out the precautions which wc 
suggested ; that they were adopted by the Presidency of Fort St. George as was 
naturally to be expected without any intimation from us ; and that they were 
perfectly consistent with the privileges due to a cartel flag. 

29. As to the regret expressed by the Bombay Government that at die 
commencement of the French war wc did not furnish them with instructions 
relative to the treatment of cartel ships, wc have very briefly to state that cartel 
ships were not then expected or were any instructions concerning them, in the 
case of their arrival, desired. 
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40. In the 3d and following paragraphs of our address from the Foreign 
Department, under date the 31st of May, we advised your Honorable Court 
■ of the claim preferred by the Danish Government of 
Consn. 3d October. Tranquibar to re-establish their factory at Calicut, and 
of the instructions issued by us in consequence. We have to submit copies of 
a letter and enclosures addressed by the Supravisor of Malabar to the Governor 
in Council of Bombay and forwarded to us by the latter.' 

. 41. As the information obtained by the Supravisor clearly shews that 
from the period of the departure of the Danish Resident Mr. Mansel Bernardo 
tlie privileges which the Danish Government had possessed at Calicut were 
entirely abolished, and continued so at the cession of the province to the 
Company by Tippoo Sultaun at the last peace, we saw no grounds for. admitting 
the claims of die Danish Governor and Council to the re-establishment of their 
national factory there. We therefore desired the Government of Bombay to 
reply, in conformity to this opinion, to the letter of the 31st of March from the 
Governor and Council at Tranquebar, informing the latter at the same time 
that they are Milling to enter into. a further, discussion of- the subject with them, 
and to attend to any proofs or arguments which they may advance in support 
of ' their claims. ... 

42. The Government of Bombay having desired to be informed of the 
encouragement given in Bengal to the cultivation of indigo and sugarcane with 

a view to the introduction of these articles into Malabar, 
Consn. 6tli October. we transmitted to them a detailed statement of our pro- 
ceedings respecting the culture and manufacture of both, accompanied by such 
papers as were necessary to enable them to, avail themselves of our experience 
in the introduction of these articles into the Company’s newly acquired territory, 
if it should be ultimately judged expedient to encourage the growth of them 
there. 

43. At the same time we advised them that, previous to taking any mea- 
sures for this purpose, w6 wished them to consider, after obtaining the local 
information • of the Supravisor and Superintendents of Malabar, whether it 
might not, for die present at least, be more advantageous to promote the culture 
of the valuable natural products of that province, and in particular the pepper 
vine, than to introduce any new articles to the cultivation of which the inhabi- 
tants have not been accustomed and the produce of which might not prove 
equally beneficial, either to the cultivator and landholders or to the Company 
or others, as an article of commerce. 

44. It is evident that if this were the case it would be inexpedient to apply 
any part of the labour or land of the country to the cultivation of the sugarcane 
and indigo plant which- might be otherwise more advantageously employed in 
growing the pepper vine, cardumums, cassia, (and perhaps nutmeg) or other 
natural products. But it is possible that the soil in some districts may be better 
adopted to the growth of indigo and sugar than other articles ; and, in these, 
if die aggregate number of hands that can be employed in cultivation and 
manufactures be not ■ otherwise more usefully engaged, it might be highly 
expedient to introduce either the sugarcane or indigo plant, as from the nature 
of the soil or other, circumstances might appear preferable. We informed the 
Government of Bombay that we wished to leave this consideration to their 
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further information on the. subject furnished by the present Supravisor and 
Mr. Duncan, we cannot concur in the justice or policy of the concessions made 
by him, though we are willing to admit that he was intrusted with a consider- 
able degree of discretion by the Commissioners, and that he exercised it, as 
well in the Northern as in the Southern Division of the province, to the best 
of his judgement. For the more pardcular information of 
C ° nSI 29& Do AUSUSU y our Honorable Court on this head, we beg leave to refer 
to our letter to the Government of Bombay dated the 
26th August and to the papers referred to therein, recorded on our proceedings 
of the annexed dates. 

36. The irrecoverable balances in the southern districts are ascribed by 
the Supravisor to allowances for waste lands, diminution of inhabitants, and 
a decrease of taxable houses, with other articles detailed in his account parti- 
culars, No. 6. We have expressed our reliance on the expectations given by 
him that these balances will, in future, be much diminished. He also states a 
considerable loss to have arisen from a reduction in the value of fanams at 
Calicut, allowed by the late Supravisor, on which we have desired further 
information both as to the grounds of this reduction, and why it should affect 
the exchange in account of the rahely or revenue hoon at the established rate of 
3 rupees per hoon. In the mean time, we have approved a clause proposed 
by the Supravisor, in the future agreements with the rajahs, that the fanams 
shall be hereafter rated at their established value. 

37. We have also approved a form of engagement proposed by .the Supra- 
visor for a five years' settlement with die southern rajahs, a copy of which 
accompanies the letter from him already mentioned, being the agreement with 
the Cowlparah Nair No. 1. 

38. We have, at the same time, desired that the Supravisor may be called 
upon for his opinion on the following points. First, as to the effect of a decla- 
ration on the part of this Government to the Samoory and other southern 
rajahs that, in the event of the due discharge on their parts of the respective 
obligations and their general good behaviour, the settlement with them shall 
be renewed at the expiration of the five years for the same or a longer period 
without any alteration of the amount ; and secondly, whether he foresees any 
inconvenience to the Company in making such a declaration, particularly in 
giving rise to impediments to future regulations. 

39. The counteraction shewn by the northern rajas, particularly by those 
of Cherical, Cottiote and Cartinaad, to the ascertainment of the resources of 
their respective districts and the establishment of a proper degree of controul 
within them has obliged us to postpone the immediate conclusion of a perma- 
nent settlement with them ; but we have instructed the Supravisor to acquaint 
them that, if their concurrence in giving full effect to the appointment of the 
Tchseeldars and other officers of Government should lead to a satisfactory 
ascertainment of the assets during the current year, their assessment will be 
fixed for a longer period from the commencement of the ensuing year ; and the 
late communications from the Supravisor induce us to hope that he will find 
no difficulty in obtaining the requisite information for this purpose. We shall 
hereafter advise you more particularly of the settlements concluded and other 
arrangements made for the current year. 
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48. Wc shall transmit to you by the packet under dispatch copies of a 
minute laid before us by the Governor General on the 10th of last month, 
as well as of die papers to which it refers, relative to the piracies which have 
been long and frequently committed on die Malabar Coast, especially that 
part of it which lies between Goa and Bombay, by the Malwan Rajah, or as he 
is also called, die Rajah of Colaporc and Pannela 4 ; and we request your parti- 
cular attention to die minute, as it takes a very full view of a subject extremely 
interesting to die commerce of individuals and in fact to the credit of your 
Government in India. 

49. A copy of die instruction sent to Bombay in conformity with the 
Governor General’s sentiments will also be enclosed. Wc shall however add the 
following summary of die most material part of them. 

50. It was our decided opinion that full and complcat satisfaction should 
be required of the Rajah for die ship Admiral Barrington ; and that a demand 
should instantly be made upon the Rajah to this effect. Supposing a com- 
pliance widi die requisition, it then remained to determine, after the receipt 
of die further information which wc desired, how far an expedition against 
the Rajah would be expedient. 

51. With respect to the mode in which an expedition should be attempted, 
after duly weighing the difficulties of attacking die Rajah by land, we expressed 
our opinion that it should be made by sea, and diat, at all events, the co- 
operation of His Majesty’s ships would be requisite. But, previous to any 
final determination on this point, wc desired to have the detailed opinion of 
the Bombay Government on the eligibility of die two modes. 

52. They were therefore desired to consider and state what military force, 
supposing die expedition to be prosecuted by land, would be requisite, the 
probable cxpcncc of the undertaking, the facility or difficulties attending the 
execution of it, and the period supposed necessary for its full and successful 
completion. 

53. With respect to a naval attack wc called upon them for information 
whcdicr the ports and harbours where die Rajah’s vessels lie are accessible 
to line of battleships or frigates, and whcdicr it would be possible to destroy the 
Rajah’s shipping in their harbours, and what naval force was deemed adequate 
for this purpose, adding die best intelligence which they possessed as to the 
number and strengdi of the Rajah's vessels, and whether they were defended 
when in port by any batteries. 

54. To destroy the vessels of the Rajah seemed the most effectual mode of 
punishing his depredations and of preventing the recurrence of them in future ; 
and, if this could be effected without the co-operation of land forces, we should 
prefer it. On this point also we requested the sentiments of the Governor in 
Council of Bombay. 

55. Having reason to conclude from the terms of an engagement entered 

into between the Ranny of Colaporc and the Company in 1766 that successful 
expedition had been then undertaken against her country, we reco ■ • >•» 

reference to the records of that period as probably furnishing the info/ 5 -" 
desired, and we particularly requested die Bombay Government to •* « - 
communication a detailed account of the expedition then carried on. 
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judgement, as from their local knowledge they must be best able to decide upon 
it, and requested only to be made acquainted with, their 
Consn. 8 . December. sent j meIlts an< j those of the Supravisor and Superinten- 
dants, which we recommended to them to require in the first instance to assist 
them in forming an ultimate opinion and decision. . They have' since commu- 
nicated to us their opinion, that in the province of Malabar it is for the interest 
of the Honorable Company as well as of the natives to attend to the cultivation 
of the natural, produce of the country in preference to the introduction of new 
articles. This opinion is conformable to our own, which we wish to be under- 
stood as applying only to the present state of Malabar, or until more accurate- 
knowledge of that province may induce us to alter it. 


45. The Supravisor of Malabar having suggested the expediency of grants; 
of land. and other encouragements to European adventurers, we further advised 
the Governor in Council of Bombay that we , have found it necessary to restrict 
Europeans in these provinces from acquiring by purchase, or holding by lease,: 
more land than may be sufficient for . the erection of houses or buildings for 
manufactures, which has been limited by a general rule to fifty bighas or about 
l6'/i acres, and for this quantity the assent of the proprietor must be previously- 
notified and the terms of the tenure clearly settled to prevent subsequent dis- 
putes. We also transmitted. a copy of the regulation we have passed, prohibit- 
ing Europeans of any description from holding lands in the provinces without, 
our sanction, together with a copy of a further regulation prohibiting any 
British subjects not in the service of His Majesty or the Company from residing; 
ait a greater distance from Calcutta than ten miles, unless they render them- 
selves amenable to the established courts of justice in civil suits ; and we recom- 
mended the framing similar regulations (as far as they might be found appli- 
cable) for the province of Malabar, in which no British subject whatever should 
be allowed to settle or reside (the King’s and Company’s officers, and civil, 
servants only excepted) without submitting himself to these restrictions. 

46. The introduction of a new coinage .into the Malabar Province has- 

likewise been suggested by the Supravisor ; but this being a subject of great and 
extensive importance we have reserved it for future and particular 
consideration. * 


47. You will be advised by the Governor in Council at Bombay of an. 
application which was made by Sadry Bchary, the Governor of Mangalore, to 
the Ranee of Cannanore relative to the performance 
Consn. 1st Scptem- of a promise of marriage between the youngest son of 
bcr * ■ Tippoo arid a granddaughter of the Ranee, as well 

as of the answer which the Supravisor of Malabar had advised the Ranee, who- 
was averse to the marriage, to give to Sadry Behary. We approved of the step 
taken by the Supravisor respecting the application made to the Ranee on the 
part of Tippoo, and recommended that, in the event of any representation upon 
die subject being made by the latter, the Bombay Government should inform 
him that it was a matter on which they were not authorized to decide, and that 
the reference should be made to us as being alone competent to reply to it. 
Our intention in these instructions was to preclude the repetition of a reference, 
a final decision on which could not be favourable to the expectations of Tippoo- 
Sultaun. 
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Consn. 24th Novem- 
ber. 


56. We concluded with observing that, ns the impunity with which tiic 
piracies on the Malabar Coast had been suffered seemed calculated to encourage 
them, we should.be happy to avail ourselves of any opportunity for obtaining 
the co-operation of His Majesty’s ships for punishing these depredations, on 
which we desired the Bombay Government to furnish us with all the intelligence 
they might possess. . 

57. Some days after these instructions were sent to Bombay, we received 
a letter from the Government, transmitting to us a copy of one written to them 

by Commodore Rainier on the 22d of September, and an 
extract from your orders of the 19th February, 1794, 
relative to the conduct of the Malwan Rajah, with a 
copy of their minutes thereon, and advising us that this was the proper season 
for using coercive measures to obtain satisfaction of the Rajah. The instruc- 
tions to Bombay, already mentioned, anticipated the necessity of any further 
orders on this subject. 

58. The Governor in Council at Bombay having advised us towards the 
end of last year that several representations had been made to them by die 

merchants of the capture of their vessels by a set of 
pirates called Coolies, who resided in the Gulph of 
Cambay, we acquainted them in answer, as advised 
generally in our dispatches dated the 17th of January, 1794, dint, understand- 
ing these Coolies to be a set of plunderers unconnected with the Mahratta 
Government or that of any other native power to which a remonstrance could 
be made against their piracies, we had no hesitation in audiorizing die Govern- 
ment to order out their cruizcrs widi a detachment of troops to destroy die 
boats of these people in their several ports, recommending only that the force 
employed upon this service should be sufficiently appointed and adequate 
to it,- so that there might be as little risk as possible of failure in the object of 
the expedition. 


Consn. 6th Decem- 
ber, 1793. 


59. The Governor in Council at Bombay consequently determined to send 
a sufficient force for the above purpose at the proper season, which would be 

the mondi of October, and at diat period they detached 
Consn. 31st October. t j ic f 0 ii 0w ing corps upon it, as recommended by the 

Commanding Officer of die troops : half a company of artillery, with 30 lascars 
and 2 six pounder field pieces, tumbrils &ca., complete ; one company of 
European grenadiers ; and five companies of native infantry. 

60. We have the satisfaction to acquaint you drat the expedition succeed- 

ed ; and, for the details of it we beg leave to refer you 
Consn.^24th Novcm- to ^ enc j ose d copies of letters written on the 20th and 
3Lt ‘ 21st of October to the Chief and Council at Surat by 

Major Little and Captain Blair, die military and marine officers who 
commanded it. 

61. In the 29th. and succeeding paragraphs of our letter dated the 18di of 
August, we laid before your Honorable Court the whole of the intelligence 
we had then received relative to a negotiation for the purchase of Cambay, 
and the instructions we had sent to the Resident at Poona for the regulation 
of his conduct, as well as concerning some inquiries which we desired him to 
make on certain specific points. 
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stated, and in the following words: “That war with His Highness is not 
intended. That the delegate of the Sircar (Nizam’s) should settle the affairs 
of the past aumil, and that the future aumil will be taken from the country and 
should anybody oppose there is no remedy.” By the term aumil, we under- 
stand the administration of the participated territories. 

73. Candour and sincerity have so little share in the politics of the natives 
of Hindostan that it is difficult from their conduct and declarations to ascertain 
their real intentions and determinations ; yet no other conclusion can be 
formed from the general behaviour of the Mahrattahs than that they have 
objects in' view which they are' fully determined, at all hazards, to accomplish ; 
hut either from their usual habits of procrastination or from a suspicion of our 
•determination, or from the unavoidable retardment of their preparation for 
war, or other causes, some of which have been alluded to in the correspondence 
of Sir Charles W. Malet, or finally in the expectation that the Nizam will 
submit to their demands, they have hitherto delayed proceeding to extremities. 
The Minister of the Nizam on his part seems to consider procrastination as 
favourable to his cause. If the claims specifically declared in the conference 
referred to are all that require adjustment, a war may still be avoided, as it can 
scarcely be supposed that the Nizam will persist in his opposition to them at 
the hazard of hostilities ; but the reference to kuleeat indicates claims which 
are still to be brought forward, and leads to a conclusion unfavourable to the 
continuance of peace. 

• 74. Our mediation between the two Courts has never been directly pro- 

posed, and from the disinclination of the Mahrattahs to the introduction of it, 
it could not be tendered without the risque of rejection and the discredit 
attending it. If neutrality were not imposed upon us by legal prescription, 
ignorant as we are of the true grounds of disagreement between the Peshwah 
and the Nizam and of the right of their respective claims, we could take no 
part with either, unless we were to exclude the consideration of justice and 
equity, and determine to interfere on the principle only of assisting the weakest. 
But such a policy, supposing it in the first instance successful, would ultimately 
lead us into ruinous embarrassments ; and considering the consequences of it in 
a pecuniary as well as political view, we might affirm that it would be wiser to 
incur the additional expence of augmenting our army to such, an extent and in 
such a mode as would preclude the danger of insult or molestation from any 
•or all the powers of Hindostan than involve ourselves in the hazards, difficulty, 
and expence of a war with the Mahrattas for the support of a Government over 
which we could never exercise an effective controul, and which, from the vices 
inherent in it, require abilities of the first magnitude to correct, [and which] 
must gradually decline into dependance or inexistence. That such an event 
will take place in a few years is but too probable ; nor can we look to one 
■consequence of it, the aggrandizement of powers already formidable, without 
some degree of alarm. 

75. Having adopted a system of neutrality our adherence to it has been 
strict and every appearance of partiality has been avoided. The jealousy of 
the. Mahrattas has nevertheless been alarmed. This however excites 
no concern, for, whilst we fairly (?) explain to them such of the proceedings 
of this Government as might be deemed justifiable causes of suspicion, and 
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latest intelligence received on this subject (under reference to that correspon- 
dence) as stated in a minute recorded by the Governor General. 

68. From a review of the circumstances attending the negotiations at 
Poonah, as detailed in the late communications from the Residents there and 
at Hydrabad, the most important conclusion is this. That a reconciliation 
between the two Courts, which was the proposed object of Meer Allum's depu- 
tation, seems in' ho respect advanced by it. On the contrary, as far as we can 
judge from the general tenor of his negotiations, from the preparations on both 
sides for war, and from the movements of the troops towards the respective 
frontiers of the Nizam and Mahrattas, there is great probability that hostilities 
will soon take place between diem. 

69. The real causes of dissention between the Pcshwah and the Nizam are 
still enveloped in secrecy; and although some claims of inferior conse- 
quence have been brought forward to discussion, the more important points of 
difference, included in ithc unexplained term of kuleeat 5 or generals, have never 
been declared, or at least have been concealed from our knowledge. The dis- 
mission of Azeem ul Omrah from the councils and confidence of His Highness 
the Nizam and the subjection of that Prince to the dependence oh the 
Mahratta State, from which of late years only he has been in some degree 
emancipated, are objects imputed, not without probability, to the Poonah 
Government. The successful prosecution of them looks to and involves the 
diminution of the close connection established between the Nizam and the 
English, and which, as it has gradually acquired strength, has certainly been 
viewed from .the first with a jealous eye by the Mahrattas. 

. 70. That the Peshwah has some claims upon the Nizam derived from 
treaties and founded in justice seems admitted, but if this object were restricted 
to the adjustment of these claims only, such a disposition would have been more 
apparent; the negotiations of Meer Allum would have assumed a different 
complexion ; and the prospect of mutual accommodation would not have been 
so obscure. The political disagreement- between the two Courts is evidently 
aggravated by a personal antipathy of their respective Ministers to each other. 

71. In the conference of the 23d of November between the Peshwah and 
the Embassador of the Nizam, Balajce Pundit, the Mahrattah Minister, by the 
directions of his sovereign, accuses the Nizam of a conduct inimical to the 
friendship and cordiality established between the two Courts by treaty and 
covenants, sanctioned by the most solemn oath. He observes that a settlement 
between them is as distant as on the first day, which he imputes to studied 
procrastination and evasion. Notwithstanding this, he disavows all intention 
of hostility against the Nizam, declaring, at the same time, the Peshwah’s reso- 
lution to take possession of that portion of the Nizam’s territories, on which he 
has had a participated claim of revenue, by force, if opposed, and demanding 
the adjustment of accounts for the past. 

72. In this conference each party imputes to the other' the precedence in 
acts indicating aggression, and justifies his own conduct on the grounds of 
precaution.- A reference is made in the course of - it to the kuleeat without 
further explanation than that no advances have been made to any adjustment 
oil them. ' Yet, after all, the conclusion of Meer Allum is to the purport above 
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have punished himself, shews a disposition to preserve the harmony happily 
established between, the two Governments. He has not of late troubled us 
with trifling or vexatious complaints, and the representations which have been 
received from him are temperate and fair. - Yet we should not be inclined 
to place any reliance upon the pacific intentions of Tippoo, if a favorable oppor- 
tunity were afforded him of entering into a successful war with us, considering 
our ability to repel aggression as the only security against it... No surmize 
has yet been made that under the pretext of a complimentary intercourse 
with the Peshwah lie conceals views inimical to us, or that a negotiation 
is carrying on between them, the conditions of which are, that he is to attack 
us whilst the Mahrattas are engaged with the Nizam. One objection would 
occur to the Mahrattas against such a confederacy, the present exposed state 
of their northern territories, which might be attacked from Bengal, in conse- 
quence of the departure of a proportion of their troops towards, Poonah; and 
Tippoo himself must see that the most arduous task of the war. would fall 
upon him, whilst the Mahrattas would have the easiest, and most advantageous 
part to pursue ; yet, improbable as die surmize appears, we state it as a cir- 
cumstance not to he. totally disregarded. . ... 

79. The project imputed to Azeifn ill . Omrah, on the Authority of 
information received by Mccr Alliim and communicated by him to Sir C. W. 
Malet, is certainly extraordinary and scarcely credible, the union of the 
Mahrattas, Tippoo, and himself for the destruction of the British power in 
India. We arc not, however, to forget that a similar confederacy was formerly 
instigated by the Nizam ; and the levity, folly, and insincerity of Azeem ul 
Omrah may justify the supposition of any absurdity in his conduct. 

80. A proposition of this nature would at once undeceive die Mahrattas, 
if they really entertain any .suspicions of our partiality for. the Nizam, which 
it has been his Minister’s endeavour to encourage ; , and the Peshwah . and 
Tippoo are too well acquainted with the character of Azeem . ul, Omrah to 
receive such a proposal from him as sincere. The Maharattas would certainly 
consider it as a subterfuge to save himself only from their designs upon the 
Nizam, and Tippoo would probably see it in the same light. 

81. These arguments equally shew the improbability of the project 
imputed to Azeem ul Omrah, and that there is no danger to be apprehended 
from it, supposing it to have been actually entertained. 

82. Some motive must be assigned for his conduct, and, if the arguments 
stated are just, it is not easy to conjecture what that motive 'could be. The 
most probable appears to be the expectation of forcing 'us from the systefti 
of neutrality and moderation which we have adopted to take part with his 
master ; and this supposition derives some couriteriariCfe from the conversa- 
tion between Azeem ul Omrah, Moulavy' Mahomed Iktam, arid Murishy 
Aleeyallah, noticed by the Resident at. Hydrab'ad. 

-83. On the other hahd, there are many difficulties attending this sus- 
picion and such as we should deem decisive objections to it, if the politics of 
Azeem ul Omrah were less marked with duplicity. ■ Upon the whole, whether 
the propositions attributed to Azeem ul Omrah be true or false,' we do not 
consider them as dangerous to the Company’s interests; but it is certainly 
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whilst' wc act with candour and consistency, there is little apprehension that 
our conduct or its motives will excite any permanent uneasiness, whilst it would 
he equally weak and unavailing to watch the progress or terms of the Mahratta 
jealousy, and step forward with explanations where none could be reasonably 
required nor prudently offered. The conduct of this Government, whilst wc 
adhere to our professed principles, must ultimately explain itself ; and whether 
the suspicions of the Mahrattas arc excited by the arts and emissaries of the 
Nizam or others, or originate in the constitutional jealousy of their own 
administration, wc deem of little importance. 

76. We shall now proceed to notice some circumstances mentioned in the 
correspondence of our Residents, rather of an uncommon complexion than of 
real importance, with other matters connected with them. 

77. Agents from Tippoo Sultaun have twice arrived at the Mahratta Court,, 
the first commissioned to the Peshwah, the latter to Dowlat Row Sindiah. The 
ostensible objects of their deputarion appear to be merely complimentary or 
congratulatory. No compliment of this nature, even when the occasion admitted 
and invited it, has been tendered to the Nizam ; and it is observable that Tippoo- 
Sultaun prefers the circuitous channel of communicating through this Govern- 
ment with the Nizam rather than by a direct correspondence with him. This 
conduct confirms what Captain Doveton’s observation noticed, a contempt of 
Tippoo Sultaun for the Nizam and a rooted antipathy to him. But we see no- 
reason to surmise that the late communications between the Sultaun and 
Peshwah are carried on with a view to an union between those princes for the 
purpose of attacking die Nizam. Hie Mahrattas. it may be presumed, must 
be too confident in their own power to require the assistance of so dangerous 
an ally, whose pretentions, supported by activity, force and ability, would inter- 
fere with their own projects. They will not, however, fail to attempt deriving 
advantage from their intercourse with Tippoo ; and if they really suspect -us 
of a serious intention to espouse the cause of the Nizam, they might be induced 
by it to mike advances to a closer connection with Tippoo, and, at all events, 
will be careful to preserve the appearance of a cordial communication with thar 
prihefe. It is his policy to wait till events dissolve the confederacy of the three- 
States' against him, embracing every opportunity which chance affords to- 
foment any dissentions amongst them. The intelligence collected by the 
hircarrah employed for this purpose in Mysore states various contradictory 
and vague reports that the English army was advancing against him, 
that he was collecting troops to attack the English, and, again, that he was to- 
unite with them : and the Nizam against the Mahrattas. That he was pur- 
chasing horses, offering every encouragement to the merchants to bring them 
for sale, is a matter of feet which we may readily credit without presuming 
from it that his views are hostile. He has himself informed us of his reso- 
lution to sequester Kurnool ; and we are sorry to observe that the imprudence 
of the Nizam’s Minister in opposition to the advice and remonstrances of 
Marquis Cornwallis has involved him in a predicament with respect to -that 
province from which he cannot retreat without disgrace. 

78. The correspondence of Tippoo with this Government is friendly, anti 
his surrender of some of our subjects in the Malabar Province who have- 
committed depredations in his territories and whom by all laws he might 
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the above month, and of his (the Resident’s) having* in consequence 
of the events that had occurred, delayed informing the Vizier of 
our recommendations of the 13th August, both. as these were given previous to 
our knowledge, of the change of affairs at Rampore, and as His Excellency was 
still disposed to wait for our sentiments and advice. His second letter enclosed 
an address from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General 1 informing him 
of the death of Fyzullah Khan and the atrocious events which had followed 
it, with allusions to alleged misconduct on the part of the deceased Nawaub 
and the general bad character of the Rohillah tribe, and concluding with his 
reliance on our jealous . support of his authority. 

89. The instructions communicated to the Resident on the 13th and 28th 
August having full pointed out the measures proposed by us in consequence - 

of the demise of Fyzoollah Khan and the subsequent 
St iSa'fcJ, to Resi- conduct of Ghoolam Mahomed Khan, we thought it 
dent at Luck- sufficient to refer the Resident to them for his guidance, 
now * desiring only that he would use every endeavour to 

convince the Nabob Vizier of their tendency to promote his interest, dignity 
and authority. 

90. In particular, we desired he would study to impress the Nawaub widi 
a full sense of his advantage in adhering to the terms of succession to the 
jageer recommended by us, notwithstanding the change of circumstances 
which had since taken place, urging, in the strongest terms, the prospect of a 
speedy adjustment by the general contentment of the Rohillahs and their 
desertion of Ghoolaum Mahummud Khan, to be expected from a declaration 
of the Nawaub’s intentions in this respect, the more especially if accompanied 
with the further notification recommended, that the succession would be 
given to such of the sons of the late Fyzoolah Khan as, to the necessary quali- 
fications, might add the strongest proofs of attachment to his liege and 
sovereign. To give the greater weight to the declaration we further directed 
the Resident not to hesitate to join to it the sanction of his official situation 
or to support it if necessary by his formal assurances. 

91. By these means and by the other measures pointed out in our letter 
of the 28th August, 'with a due mixture of firmness, conciliation and manage- 
ment, we had little doubt that allegiance and good order might speedily be 
restored throughout His Excellency’s province of Rohilcund, and we desired the 
Resident would communicate our sentiments to this effect to the Vizier, adding 
that the readiness shewn by him to be guided by our advice afforded us the 
fullest assurance that what was suggested from the purest regard to his interests, 
which are inseparably connected with those of the Company, would be cheer- 
fully adopted and steadily adhered to by him. 

92. It was at the same time essential that Eds Excellency should not be 
misguided by the interested conduct or machinations of persons about him 
disposed to abuse his confidence in them ; and observing in one of the Resident’s 
late letters the mention of Jow Laul®, a character almost too contemptible for 
notice, we could not but recommend to him to urge to the Vizier the impropriety 
of suffering a person so totally unworthy of confidence to be the channel of 
communication or intelligence in any • matter relating to ■ the important 
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important to ascertain the truth , or falsehood of imputations which, if 
established, prove that the Nizam’s. Minister is capable of resorting to the most 
desperate expedients in violation of good faith and treaties. 

84. If we revert to the conduct of this Minister since the 'conclusion of 

the war, we shall find that, in the intoxication of success, which his efforts con- 
tributed hut little to promote, he seems to have entertained the most extra- 
vagant ideas of the power of his master and to have adopted wild unconnected 
schemes of policy, the consequences of which were foretold' to him by this 
Government. Amongst these, his interference in the succession to Kumoul 
and his protection of the Jaghirdar, and his connection with the late Mahajee 
in opposition to the interests of the Poonah Minister, were particularly pointed 
out to him as of dangerous tendency, and the strongest remonstrances were 
urged against them. We may also recollect that his conduct towards the 
Berar Rajah, at the period of his assumed projects, whom if was certainly his 
interest to conciliate, was imprudent and intemperate. He was not; however, 
unaware of the necessity of our support, which he attempted to gain by 
repeated propositions for a separate offensive and defensive alliance with us. 
We need not point out the difficulties in which we should now have been 
involved if we had acceded to his propositions. We : are far from thinking 
that the death of Sindia, which he has often lamented, was unfortunate for 
him. On the contrary, we may conclude, from our knowledge of the character 
of this chieftain, that he only used the Nizam as. an instrument to assist- his 
own designs, and that he would have supported him no farther than was neces- 
sary for the promotion of his own interests. . . .. 

85. Azeem ul Omrah has undisguisedly lamented that Mahajee Sindia 

did not live long enough to force us from that system of moderation and 
neutrality which we profess and maintain. • ' 

86. With respect to our own conduct, we see no reason for a deviation 
from the principles which we have adopted as best calculated to insure .tran- 
quillity and to gain the confidence of the native powers. 

Upper Provinces. 

87. In our letters of the 18th and 28th August, copies of which will 
accompany this dispatch, we informed your Honorable Court of the death of 
Fyzullah Khan, the Jageerdar of Rampore and other districts in Rohilcund, 
granted to him by the , Nabob Vizier in pursuance of the treaty concluded at 
Loldong in October, 1774. We, at the' same time, transmitted you a full 
detail of the circumstances which succeeded this event, and of the measures we 
had taken in consequence to. the date of our latest advices, received the 28th 
August, from which period we shall now continue the narrative to the -present 
time, begging leave to refer to the papers noticed in the margin for such 
particulars as may not be sufficiently specified in the following abstract. 

88. On the 1st September we received two letters from the Resident at 
Lucnow, dated the 22d and 23d August, the first advising ,us of the death 

Consn. 1st Septem- of Mahomed Ally Khan, reported to be by an act of 
ber, No. 21-22, suicide, but really, as has .since appeared, by the insti- 
at Lucknow. Cm gation or order of Ghoolaum Mahomed, on the 20th of 
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the late Fyzoola Khan, subject to the payment of a moderate nuzzerana and 
a reasonable annual tribute. In whatever degree tins principle may have 
_ _ , operated, however, it appears to have given way to the 

Nos. 16 to 25, subsequent explanations and arguments of the Resident, 
, from Resident and to die full exposition of die nature and grounds of 
at Luenow. our rcc0 mmcndations contained in the Governor 
General’s letters to His Excellency and the Ministers ; and on die 19th Septem- 
ber die Resident received from him a written declaration of liis determination 
to act according to our advice. In confirmation of diis resolution he, at die 
same time, furnished the Resident with letters to Ghoolaum Mohamud and 
his brothers, and a proclamation addressed to die principal officers of Fyzoollah 
Klian, written in pursuance to our recommendation, though not in such 
explicit terms as we had proposed, containing a conditional offer of personal 
amnesty to the former, on his repairing, unattended, to Luenow, and of 
protection and favor to the two latter, provided they should desert the cause 
of Ghoolaum Mohummud and return to their duty of obedience to His Excel- 
lency’s Government. 

96. These letters and proclamation, agreeably to the Vizier’s request, were 
immediately forwarded by the Resident in die mode lie considered most 
conducive to effect the objects intended by them, vis/.,' dirough' his news 
writer at Ramporc, who was confidentially instructed on die subject of 
them, and directed to give assurance of die Company’s unanimity with 
die Vizier, dicir sincere desire to prevent the effusion of blood, but that 
dicir troops would support the Nawaub in maintaining his authority 
and carrying his resolutions into immediate effect if coercion should 
become necessary. 


97. At the same time, the Commander in Chief joined the Resident in 
recommending to the Vizier the utmost firmness and dispatch in the execution 
of the measures resolved on ; and as His Excellency, without any assigned 
reason, declined making the usual formal requisition for the march of the 
Company’s troops till his return to Luenow, the Resident lost no time in 
making application for this purpose to die Commander in Chief, who, con- 
vinced of the good consequences diat must result from it, immediately ordered 
the troops at Caunporc to march to Fattighur, and intimated his intention 
of proceeding diithcr himself widiout delay. 


98. He, at die same time, requested the Resident to urge the Nabob to 
assemble as respectable a body of his best cavalry as could be conveniendy 
collected, to take die necessary measures for collecting grain at the proper 
stations and securing the punctual payment of his own and the Company’s 
troops, to issue such orders as might prevent his troops from plundering the 
country and ill treating the inhabitants, and, if not already done, to station 
a respectable force for the protection of Bareilly and his frontier. On diese 
points, the Resident informed us [diat] the Nawaub immediately gave the 
requisite directions, and on his return to Luenow, after waiting the answer 
of Ghoolaum Mohummud, which was wholly evasive and 


Consn. 17th October, 
Nos. 17 to 32, 
from Resident 
at Lucknow. 


unsatisfactory, lie resolved to take die field against him 
in person, and applied for the march of the Company’s, 
troops towards Rampore. He also, at the suggestion of 
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transactions which might ensue in consequence of the conduct of Ghoolaum 
Mahomed Khan. 

93. With regard to the reference made by the Vizier to the conduct of the- 
late Fyzoollah Khan, without entering into the merits of his behaviour as con* 
formable or contrary to the conditions of his engagements with the Vizier, we 
could not but discourage the idea of bringing them forward at this moment, 
as resolutions had been formed not only with every regard to die rights of the 
Nabob Vizier, but also to policy, and humanity ; and the measures which had 
been adopted were calculated to establish the former without violating the 
latter. The explanations which the Resident had received on these points 
ought to, and we had no doubt would, have due weight with the Vizier, to 
whom, we expressed our confidence, it would not be necessary to declare our 
invincible reluctance to proceed against die Rohillas beyond what might be 
required for the support of His Excellency’s rights and audiority, or in other 
words, to deprive, the Rohillas of the possessions which they held by the 
grant of his father and his subsequent sanedon. 

94. Oh die 5th September the communication of our resolutions of the 
28di August reached the Commander in Chief, Sir Robert Abercromby, then 

. .. . - ■' on his way to the upper stadons of the army, about 30 

1 No. CI 24 , Cr ’from miles below Allahabad. He immediately acquainted us 

■ Commander in that his sentiments concurred entirely with those of the 

■ Ch,cf ’ : Board; that he hoped the family of the late Fyzoollah 

Khan would submit- to die lawful- authority of the Nabob Vizier, but 
that, should: it be found necessary to employ the Company’s troops in support 
of His Excellency’s rights, he would most cheerfully put himself at their 
head, and use his utmost exertions in carrying the resolutions of Govern- 
ment into effect. • ' • ’> 


95. The. Resident at Eucnow also received the above instructions on the 
same date but owing to ; the Vizier’s departure from Luenow to meet the 

, _ Commander in. Chief and the absence of the Minister, 

Consn. 22d Septem- , , - . i • •• • , , , ■ , . 

ber, Nos. 19-20, whom he considered the most proper channel of commu- 

from Resident nication, he was unable to inform the Vizier of our senti- 
at Luenow. . . m{ c nts anc j recommendations till the 8th September, and 

then only by letter, without the advantage of a personal conference to explain 
and enforce the justice and policy of the measures advised by us.. In conse- 
quence a. satisfactory answer, was not immediately received. The Minister 
represented His Excellency’s desire .to attack [attach] the jageer of Fyzoollah 
Khan and to allow pensions, to his family, excepting Golaum Mohumad 
Khan, urging, that no advantage could arise from continuing the jageer to the 
sons of Fyzoollah Khan, and that Ghoolaum Mahomed would escape with his 
wealth, which was reputed to be immense. He at the same time admitted that 
the seizure of the latter appeared impracticable, and professed the readiness of 
His Excellency to attend to the advice of the English Government in this and in 
every other instance.- 'It was perhaps to be expected' that the Vizier and his 
Minister would evince a desire. to;get entire possession, of the improved assets 
of the Ranipore : Jageer, as well, as the treasures left by the late possessor of 
it, and therefore that they would shew some reluctance to the adoption of 
the measure recommended, of continuing the jageer to one of the sons of 
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influence of Molibut Khan might he successfully employed to prevent hosti- 
lities, or to effect a disunion amongst the Rohillah chiefs, and to establish a 
party amongst them in favour of the Nabob Vizier, that no time should be 
lost in availing ourselves of his influence. If however the sons of Fyzoollah 
Khan and the Rohillah chiefs should be so infatuated as to oppose the troops 
of the Company and Nabob Vizier for the support of Ghoolaum Mohammud 
Khan, they would become implicated in the guilt of his conduct, and would 
forfeit that claim to protection and security which the proclamation afforded 
them. 


102. The Vizier, in this ease, would be authorized to dispose of the 
possessions of the late Nabob in Rampore and its dependencies as he might 
think proper, and, fearing he would wish for the entire resumption of the 
jaighccr and to substitute pensions in lieu thereof to such of die Rohillah 
chiefs as might be deserving of it, wiriiout leaving them in the possession of 
any lands, we informed die Commander in Chief that we should in such case 
recommend a division of die possessions of the late Fyzoolah Khan into 
different jatghccrs amongst the families of Hafiz Rohmut, Doondy Khan and 
others, from whom the Nabob might require a moderate tribute equal in the 
whole to what he would have received if Mohomed Ali Khan had succeeded, 
which would establish his supremacy, introduce a division of interests, and 
obviate the recurrence of that danger which had now arisen. 


Consn. 7 November, 
No. 21, from 
Commander in 
Chief dated 23d 
October. 


103. The Commander in Chief, in pursuance of the above reference, 
made particular enquiry into the extent and result of the negotiations which 
had been entered into; and not finding in the Vizier’s proclamation any 

specific promise to bestow the jagecr on one of the sons 
of Fyzoolla Khan, as recommended in our letter of the 
28th August, and acceded to by His Excellency, he wrote 
to the Resident to intimate to the Nabob the necessity 
of his authorizing a dear and explidt dedaration to 
the Rohillahs that in the prodamation issued by him it was his intention to 
announce the continuance of the jagecr in the family of Fyzoola Khan on 
certain reasonable conditions and their not implicating themselves in the 
guilt of Gliolaum Mohammud by uniting with him or remaining indifferent 
spectators of his usurpation. He, at the same time, added that as he knew 
our sentiments and earnest desire to avoid hostilities, he could not consent 
to employ the Company’s troops in offensive operatioris until the above dedara- 
tion had been made and not acceded to, or until he received further instruc- 
tions from us. The foregoing application to the Resident, then with the 
Nabob Vizier on his way from Luenow to join the army, was dispatched from 
the camp at Sunka Nulla, four coss in advance from Bareilly, on the 23d 
October ; and the Commander in Chief, anxious to avoid hostilities if possible, 
determined to wait in that position until he should receive the powers applied 
for from the Nabob, or in die event of his withholding them and not making 
an explicit declaration of his intentions, until he should receive further instruc- 
tions from us. The Rohillahs were, at this time, halted about seven coss 
from Rampore, and eleven in front of the English army, within the territory 
of the jageer, where it was understood they were intrenching themselves. 

104. On the morning of the 25th October, however, it was found that the 
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the Resident, wrote to the Rajah of Napaul, who now possesses the Almorah 
Mountains, which border on Ramporc, to prevent his giving an asylum to 
Ghoolaum Mohummud in the event of his retiring there, and addressed the 
Sciks and Marhattahs with a view to obviate his obtaining assistance from 
them. 

99. Futteh Mohummud, one of the brothers of Ghoolaum Mohummud, 
had been deputed by the latter to Lucnow in the hope of obtaining the 
acquiescence of the Nawab to his usurpation, and the professions made by 
this man, with those of Ghoolaum Mohummud himself in different letters 
received from him during die month of October, added to die intelligence 
from Ramporc of the Vizier’s letters and proclamation having produced a 
disunion among the family of Fyzoollah Khan, and die Afghan and Rohilla 
officers, on whom Ghoolaum Mohummud depended, encouraged a hope that 
the personal attendance of the latter at Lucnow would have saved the neces- 
sity of actual hostilities but, on the other hand, it appeared that a military 
force had been collected with every preparadon for resistance, and a movement 
towards the Vizier’s frontier indicated an intention to commence offensive 
measures by an attack of Bareilly. Under these circumstances, at the same 
time diat every endeavour was used by the Resident to induce Ghoolaum 
Mohammud .to repair to Lucnow, where he promised him die Company’s 
protection and the kindness of the Vizier, the Commander in Chief, who 
arrived at Futtyghur on the 3d October, used the utmost dispatch in assem- 
bling a sufficient force to support the authority of the Vizier if necessary, and 
in ,the first instance to give protection to Bareilly, which place, after waiting 

From Secy. to Com- the junction of the brigade from Cawnpore, he reached 
by long marches on the 22d October, and thereby frus- 
trated the design of Ghoolaum Mohammud, who had 
marched from Ramporc with the avowed intention of- 
attacking it. For a detail of the orders issued by the 
ber and 23 Commander in Chief for the assemblage of troops, and 
October. the particulars of his progress to the Sunka Nulla, 4 

coss N.W. of Bareilly, we beg leave to refer to the letters from him and his 
Secretary noticed in the margin. 

100. Your Honorable Court have already , been informed of our having 
instructed the Resident at Lucnow to consult the Commander in Chief, as 
far as possible, on all matters connected with the object of our instructions 
of the 28th August. 

. 101. On the 6th October, having received a petition from Mohbut Khan, 
son of the late Hafiz Rohmut, undertaking to use his hereditary influence 
over the Rohillahs to' withdraw them from the support of Ghoolaum Mohiam- 
_ • mud, and recall them to their allegiance to the Vizier, 

nS No. 16, nrcom- ™ consideration of his receiving a provision for himself 
man der in and family, we thought it proper to communicate this 
Chief. offer to the Commander in Chief, who, from his situation, 

was best enabled to judge how far the measures adopted for the settlement 
of the succession to Fyzoolla Khan’s jageer without hostilities were likely to 
produce the desired effect ; and we suggested to him, in the event of their not 
promising success in this respect, and- if he should be of opinion- that the 


mandcr in 
Chief, 22d 
September and 
5 October. 
From Commander in 
Chief 18 Octo- 
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of numbers out-flanked us on both wings; On > the right, we were more, un- 
fortunate. Though ' our principal strength was in that wing, a powerful- body 
of their best cavalry, when the infantry was closely engaged, made a successful 
charge through the 1st Brigade, which with the cavalry composed the reserve 
and the elite of the army. Before the disaster could be remedied, as both 
lines were covered with smoke, we unfortunately met a severe loss in officers 
and mcn> but the Brigade[sj recovering themselves, and part of the 2d Brigade 
for min g to flank the cavalry in the rear, they were prevented taking advantage 
of. their success. 

“The victory vvas now complete, and the enemy retreated on all sides, 
leaving their cannon on die, ground of action., . - 

“As soon as the line' could; be arranged, 1 pursued them, to the Dujurah 
Nullah and took possession of their camp which was standing.” 

106. The accompanying copies of the Commander in Chiefs letters of 
die 26th and 27th October, and of die returns of the killed and wounded and 

guns taken from the enemy enclosed in the letter, will 
fully inform your Honorable Court of the particulars of 
this action, on the very brilliant success of which we 
offer you our most sincere congratulations, though we 
cannot but express our serious concern and regret at the loss of Colonel 
Burrington, Major Bolton, Captains Macleod and Mawbey, Captain Mordaunt 
.of the Artillery, and the. other brave officers and men who fell in it. ' 

107. It is with the greatest satisfaction we reflect diat every measure 
consistent with justice, humanity and the dignity of the Vizier’s Government 
was employed to detach the Rohillah chiefs from their adherence to Golaum 
Mohamed Khan, and that fair and repeated opportunities were afforded to 
the usurper himself to evince the sincerity of his assertions and protestations 
by a timely submission without personal degradation. The tenor of his 
conduct proves his determination to maintain by the most desperate measures 
the authority 'Which he had acquired by murder and usurpation. 

108. To support the rights, authority and dignity of the Vizier, by pre- 
venting Ghoolaum Mohummud Khan from enjoying the fruits of his crimes, 
was' the sole, motive of our interference, and we were now more than ever 

.' confirmed in our opinion that this object should be 
T ° Ch'ief^^Nov” prosecuted to its full attainment by continuing to em- 
ember, record- ploy the force of our arms against him. We accordingly 
ed 7th Novem- j ost no t i me writing to the Commander in Chief in 
these terms, .but, at the same tune, wishing to adhere to 
those principles of humanity which uniformly govern us, we left to his consi- 
deration, whenever circumstances should admit, the propriety of recalling the 
Rohillas to submission and allegiance by an offer of pardon to such ns should 
immediately avail . themselves of it, with a declared, exclusion -of Ghoolaum 
Mohummud Khan. himself,. who had forfeited all claim. to indulgence, and 
of his advisers, instigators, and principal supporters, who, we thought, should 
be excepted from any general promise of pardon. We further .suggested the 
offer of a reward for the apprehension of Ghoolaum Mohummud, if it should 
appear prudent to* the Commander in Chief -to make such, and -left to his 
judgment the expediency’ of availing himself of the influence of two of th'e 
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No. 27. 

„ 10 November, 
Nos. 2 to 9. 
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Rohillah army had advanced beyond their own boundaries, and had taken 
• ' : ■ • . post on a nullah about 4 miles in front of our troops, 

° nSI No! ^°) CI from . atld had 'pushed their advanced parties so near as to 
•Commander in insult the camp. The Commander in Chief, advancing 
October atCd 26 • to rc connoitrc their force, met a palanquin .with 
:*: 1 1 ■ ’• ■ ’> Ghoolaum • Mohomed’s moon shy, who sent him word 
that, he .had a message to deliver; The General directed his Persian inter- 
preter to inform the moonshy that he could receive . no message when 
Ghoolaum Mohammud’s army was advanced into die Vizier’s territories, but 
if the latter would withdraw it into the Ramporc district, would attend to 
whatever he wished to' say. He further added an assurance that he would 
not advance the army before the night of the 26th to give him time to remove 
liis troops, and enter into, any negotiation he might be disposed to propose. 

105. An answer was received from Ghoolaum Mahomed, stating his readi- 
ness to wait on the Commander in Chief, on the deputation of an : English 
gentleman, with an acceptance of his terms, confirmed' by a treaty on oath; 
but instead of withdrawing his troops, it appeared on the evening of the 25th 
that the whole Rohilla army had crossed the'Dajurah Nullah, 7 and were 
posted 'in our front. The General was determined, however, to make no 
movement towards them, as long as' dicrc was the smallest prospect of avoiding 
hostilities ; and during the night, having received assurances from the Resident 
of the sincerity of die Nawaub Vizier’s intentions, which should be communi- 
cated in die mode desired, he issued a proclamation, addressed' to the chiefs 
and inhabitants of Ramporc, assuring diem in the Company’s name that 
die jaglieer of Ramporc would be bestowed by the Vizier on sucli of the sons 
of ' Fyzoollah Khan as should prove most worthy (excluding Ghoolaum 
Mohammud as a punishment for his crimes), unless the Rohillas should adhere 
to and support the latter. The events of die ensuing day, die 26th October, 
will be best communicated in die following extract from Sir Robert Aber- 
cromby’s letter to us of that date:— 

“Early, this morning the movements of the enemy , and a commencement 
of - hostilities on the out posts indicated a design of attacking the, army ; and 
before, ? o’clock- their whole . force . of at least '25,000. men' was formed in our 
front: • ; - 

" “I drew up the army in' a line near the pickets, and remained expecting 
their approach; but finding that their disposition's were nbt completed, and 
that an action' was' inevitable, T advanced in line' to commence it. 

“Immediately 'on our being in motion the enemy opened their guns on 
our line and advanced to meet me, and the two armies did not halt, nothwith- 
standing a heavy fire of cannon and musquetry along both fronts, until the 
swords 1 of the Rohillah sirdars clashed with' the bayonets of the line in every 
part, where trifling irregularities did not prevent it. More determined and 
cool bravery in an enemy I never experienced, and' I am happy to say that 
the gallantry of the Honorable Company's troops exceeded my most sanguine 
expectations. ' '■ ■ ' ' : • 

“On the left, after a severe conflict and after losing most of their leaders, 
they retreated without any charge from theiir horse* who from the .inequalities 
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equity and humanity could suggest ; and on .this principle the following were 
also resolved upon: — 

1. That die districts of Ramporc be annexed to the Vizier’s dominions 
in the same manner as die other provinces which compose them. 

2. That this being effected, it be recommended to the Vizier to autho- 
rize die Resident to make die arrangement of the country in His Excel- 
lency’s name. 

3. That undl this arrangement shall have been effected and the 
Vizier’s audiority fully re-established and order and peace completely res- 
tored, an English officer of approved ability, integrity and moderation 
remain in the country with a sufficient body of troops. 

4. That it be recommended to die Vizier to set aside the amount 
of die jaighccr, as stated in the agreement with Fyzoollah Khan, or so 
much of it as may he deemed adequate, for the maintenance of such of 
liis sons, widows, daughters or any odicr persons of his family who may 
have shewn dicir attachment to the Vizier, or who have declined or refused 
to espouse die cause of the usurper. That the propriety of appropriating 
a part of die sum for die maintenance of die sons of the late Hafiz 
Rohmut or Doondy Khan, as may, from motives of humanity or attach- 
ment to die Vizier, have a title to such consideration, be further recom- 
mended to him, and that sudi of the principal officers and dependents 
of Fyzoollah Khan who have not supported die cause of the usurper be 
also included in die above provision. 

5. That all die pensions be paid in money. But, at the same time, 
it may be considered how far it may be safe and politic to gratify any of 
die persons included in the above propositions widi small jaigheers in lieu 
of ready money allowances or as a part of them. 

6. That die propriety of destroying all die forts and strongholds in 
the country of Ramporc be considered. 

7. That special care be taken to prevent in future the influx of any 
of the Rohilla tribe from foreign parts to die district of Rampore. 


114. The foregoing propositions were communicated to the Resident at 
Lucnow on the 6th November ; but as it was impossible to foresee the situation 
_ „ . . _ of affairs at Rampore at die time of their reaching him, 

now, 6th November wc advised lum tiiat dicy had been formed with a view 


recorded 7th Novem- 
ber, No. 32. 


to die probable state of circumstances on which the 
partial or general, immmediate or future, adoption of 


them must depend ; and desired therefore that on this point, as well as on 
the propositions themselves, he would consult and receive the advice of the 


Commander in Chief. 


115. We now return to die events which succeeded the action with 


From Commander in 
Chief and his Secre- 
tary, dated 30th Octo- 
ber, recorded 17th 
November. 

Do. 3d November, 
recorded 17th Novem- 
ber. 

Do. 9 Do. Do. 24th 


the Rohillahs on the 26th October, for a full detail of 
whidi we beg leave to refer to the communications of 
die Commander in Chief and Resident at Lucknow of 
the annexed dates. 


Do. 
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brothers of Ghoolaum Mohummud Khan, who had deserted his cause under 
an assurance. of protection and recompence in proportion to the utility of 
their services. 

109. We at the same time took into consideration the future disposal of 
the district of Rampore, under the change of circumstances since our recom- 
mendation to the Nabob Vizier for the confirmation of it to the family of 
Fyzoolla Khan ; and the following was the result of our serious' deliberations 
on this subject. 

110. No doubt could be now entertained of the propriety of a deviation 

from that system of policy which had hitherto been observed with respect 
to the Rohillas at Rampore. The force collected by Ghoolaum Mohummud 
Khan far exceeded his supposed means and resources, and verified the 
suspicions, so long entertained and so often insinuated, that the Rohillas had 
accumulated a formidable power and were in a situation either to resist or 
offend. Ghoolaum Mohummud Khan had forfeited aU claims to lenity, and 
his adherents aU pretensions to indulgence. To continue the jaigheer, as was 
proposed and recommended to the Vizier, to the sons of Fyzoolla Khan would 
infalUbly lay the foundation of future disturbances, which might caU for a 
renewal of those exertions on the part of this Government which, on the 
present occasion, had been applied to the punishment of murder, and 
usurpation. . . . . 

111. The Vizier had not only an undoubted right to resume the jaigheer, 
but self-defence now required that it should be done; and the only regret 
we felt in recommending the adoption of this measure arose from a considera- 
tion of the prejudidal influence of the Vizier’s administration over his own 
dominions, but this consideration was of far less weight than, the- reasons 
which operated against it. 

112. The share which this Government had taken in directing the 
councils of the Vizier, and the power which we had almost exclusively exerted 
in supporting the rights and honor of his Government, and the principles of 
justice, gave us a title to propose and recommend, in the strongest terms, 
such measures as we might deem best calculated, for his future security and 
the credit of his administration ; and after full and mature consideration of 
all circumstances respecting the relative situation of the Nabob and the 
Rohillas, the conduct of Ghoolaum Mohummud Khan and his adherents, we 
determined to adopt the following propositions, which were submitted by the 
Governor General:— 

1. That the punishment and subjection of Ghoolaum Mohummud 
Khan, the sole object of our interference, be prosecuted until it lie fully 
accomplished. 

2. That it is expedient and indispcnsible for the Vizier to exercise 
his right of resuming the jaigheer granted to the late Fyzoollah Khan. 

3. That such arrangements be made in the future settlement of 
Rampore as to exclude die danger, of future rebellion and resistance on 
the part of the Rohillas. - 

‘ . * ' y • . 

113. These propositions we deemed fundamental, but in adopting them 
we wished also to introduce every modification, consistent with them, which 
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118. On tlic 1st November the army marched from Rampore in pursuit 
of the enemy, and on the 4th took possession of Reiter, which was abandoned 
on their approach. In the meantime the Commander in Chief issued • a 
proclamation offering pardon, protection, and security of personal pro- 
perty to such of die Rohillahs as should shew obedience to the Vizier's 
Government by laying down their arms and returning peaceably to dteir 
homes, also exhorting and encouraging them to deliver up Ghoolam 
Mohummud. A copy of this proclamation fell into the hands of die 
latter, and lie immediately wrote a letter to the General, acknowledging 
the receipt of it, widi excuses for the attack on the English army on the 
26tli October under the plea of an intention to throw himself and his 
troops under the protection of the English flag, which was prevented by his 
people commenting a cannonade contrary to his injunctions. He further 
represented that by repeated letters, and by deputing his moonshy when 
the two armies were near each other, he had endeavoured to prevent hosti- 
lities, and still persisted in his offers of nuzzerana and shoakeranna for 
the jagccr. and his request that an English gentleman might be sent to 
meet him. The General immediately replied diat lie had received only 
one letter from him on the day preceding the batdc, which, from its 
contents and the relative situation of die Vizier and Ghoolaum Mohummud 
Khan, he had not thought it proper to answer, but that in his verbal 
reply through the moonshy, Moojic Laul, he had required him to retire within 
the limits of his late fadicr’s jageer, for which purpose he gave him [time] 
till the evening of die succeeding day, but diat in the morning he had attacked 
the English army. The General at die same time advised him to surrender 
and to trust to the good will of the Company, on whose faith Fyzoollah Khan 

had relied and lived unmolested for so many years. 

* 

119. On the 5th November the army marched to Amarpore, within five 
miles of a position taken by the enemy, at die moudi of an opening in the 
hills, where, without cannon, and hemmed in on every side widi their families, 
followers, cattle and effects, the General considered the success of an attack 
by no means doubtful. But as it must unavoidably have exhibited a scene 
of carnage and distress, which ncidicr our intentions or his inclination 
could induce him to authorize without absolute necessity, in the hope 
that lenient measures might have die desired effect without further effusion 
of blood, lie admitted a vakeel deputed by Golaum Mohummud to 
negotiate for his coming into the English camp; and with assurances 
of his endeavours to procure a provision for Golaum Mohummud and 
his followers, provided he should deliver himself up by an appointed time 
on the ensuing day, promised to depute his Persian interpreter to meet him, 
and that the Resident at Lucknow 7 should also go a short distance for the 
same purpose. 

120. Under these assurances Ghoolaum Mohumud entered the English 

camp on the morning of the 6th November, accompanied by his younger' 
brother Kurrccmoolla Khan, Amar Khan, one of Ins principal officers, and 
Syud Khan, his Bukshy . He was immediately conducted to die General, and 
had a conference with him, for the particulars of which we beg leave to refer 
to the Resident's letter of the 8th November. ' £ 
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From Resident Luc- 
now, dated 31 October, 
recorded 14th Novem- 
ber. 


Do. 3 
17 Do. 
6 Do. 
8 Do . 


November, 

■ . . . . Do. 
. . 24 Do. 


116. . The army marched to Rampore on. the morning o £ the 30th October 
and found it evacuated by Ghoolaum Mohummud, who had retired, with his 
troops to Reher, 8 a place of strength above fifty miles to 
the northeast, where he was said to be still in consider- 
able force. He ha'd however left behind him the widow 
of Saudulla Khan, brother .to Fyzoolla Khan, the 
families of Nizam Ally Khan and Hosein Ally Khan, 
his brothers. by a different mother, who had deserted 
him and joined the Vizier, and . Ahmud Ally Khan, the 
son' of Mohummud Ally Khan, his elder brother -whom he' deposed 
and murdered, also the latter’s widow.- -Sir Robert Abercromby thought 
it proper to write -to the- widow of Saudoolla Khan, assuring her 
and the others who had remained with her of protection, and recom- 
mending to her to use her influence with the Rohillahs who had gone -with 
Ghoolaum' Mohummud to detach them from his interest, to which she 
replied that die son of Mohummud Ally Khan was with her, and verbally 
intimated through her agent that according as should be decided respecting 
him she would exert her influence to withdraw the Rohillahs from Ghoolaum 
Mohummud Khan. 


T17.’ This intimation, considered widi the general conduct, of the Rohillahs 
since the death of Fyzoola Khan, appeared to the Commander in Chief and 
tibe Resident to prove that they had.hitherto acted in pursuance of a concerted 
plan to render themselves independent of the Vizier; and that- having foiled 
in the. attempt, they had now. left the son of Mohummud Ally Khan with 
the families of the two sons, of Fyzoolla Khan who had joined the Vizier, in 
the hope that one of these might be allowed to succeed to the jageer, in which 
case Ghoolaum Mohomed might, at a future period, return .to Rampore, where 
his influence and abilities would soon enable him.to resume the full.pow r er of 
the jageerdar. It at the same time appeared, to. the Commander in Chief .and 
the Resident that the Rohillas, by their conduct, had forfeited all claim to 
the offers contained in the Vizier’s proclamation ; that, whether prevented by 
Ghoolaum Mohummud or otherwise, none of the family of Fyzoolla Khan 
had rendered services which could entitle them' to these, offers ; and consider- 
ing the strong attachment of the tribe (which had induced even many of the 
Vizier’s Rohilla subjects at Bareilly and Feruckabad to' join their countrymen 
in- hostility against him), the recent proof of their ambition,, tiieir force, and 
the litde probability of dividing them' by a division of territory, it would be. 
impolitick and dangerous to continue to them, in any form, a country stated 
to -yield near 30 lacs of rupees per' annum, situated so contiguous to hordes' 
of predatory cavalry, Seiks and Goojirs, and at such a distance from the Com- 
pany’s military stations. These considerations with others detailed in the 
Resident’s letter of 31st October determined him and the Commander 
in Chief not to propose any - division of the jagheer among the 
Rohilla families, as suggested in our letter -of the 6di of that month, 
but to wait for our further instructions, in the- meantime recommending to 
the Vizier to appoint a proper person to manage the country, preserve 
good order, and prevent supplies from it being carried to Ghoolaum- 
Mohummud, which was readily acceded to by His Excellency, and put in 
execution accordingly. 
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presume that on the arrival of our resolutions of the 6th ‘November, which 
however allowed a discretion in die adoption and execution of them, he would 
have adopted them. To have prescribed a revocation of all that had been done 
by insisting upon the execution of our resolutions would have exposed the 
Commander in Chief to degradation, as well as the public faidi, pledged through 
him and the Resident, to imputation. A principal point in our instructions 
was the punishment of Golaum Mohummud Khan by subjection .or expulsion, 
and this could not be insisted upon after receiving him upon terms. It was 
certainly rather to be wished in the first instance that he had been compelled 
to unqualified surrender or flight, and even afterwards that the Rohillahs 
had been obliged to disperse, or submit to return peaceably to their 
habitations, rather than they should have been treated with; the 
Commander in Chief, as he justly observes, would have been authorized 
in attacking them ; hut the alteration of circumstances produced by the 
reception of Golaum Mohummud Khan and the two other sirdars naturally 
suggested the humane forbearance on his part, as die punishment would have 
been transferred from an usurper and murderer to the bulk of the people who 
had been misled by him. 

126. The foregoing remarks with others on the principles and circum- 
stances of the negotiation with the Rohillas arc recorded on our proceedings 
of the 12th December, on which day, being informed by a letter from the 
Resident at Luenow of so recent a date as die 29th November that even the 
preliminaries of the negotiation had not then been setded, and deeming 
it of the first importance, both for the safety of the Vizier's Government and 
to prevent a misconstruction of the motives of our forbearance, that the 
Rohillas should not be permitted to continue longer embodied in arms, we 
thought it necessary to address the Commander in Chief to desire that if on 
die receipt of our letter diey should not have surrendered or dispersed he would 
require them to do so within a limited time, under a confirmation of any 
promises or assurances he might have made to them, and if on the expiration 
of the period fixed they should still continue embodied in arms, that he would 
use the means which lie possessed to compel their compliance with the requi- 
sition, taking such precautions as might appear to him adviseable to effect 
the accomplishment of this indispcnsiblc object with every possible regard to 
humanity. 

127. We arc happy that this object had been obtained, without further 
hostilities, previous to the Commander in Chiefs receipt of the above inti- 
mation. On die 3d instant, finding there was litde probability of a speedy 
accommodation with the Rohillahs whilst they had any prospect of procuring 
the liberty of Golaum Mahomed, whose personal influence still induced them 
to insist on his release as the condition of their acceptance of the terms offered 
to them, the Commander in Chief resolved to remove him from the camp to 
Cawnpore ; and on the morning of the 4th, advancing nearer to the Rohifla 
army, issued a final proclamation, imputing their continued opposition to die 
offers made to them by the Vizier and the Company to the interested views 
of some of their sirdars, and renewing to them, for the last time, with a serious 
admonition to consider the consequences of their refusal, the favorable terms 
which had been already tendered to them, the grant of a jageer of 10. 1 . - 
annual produce to Ahmud Ally Khan, grandson and heir to Fyzoolla i, r ' \ 
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121. Wc must also beg to refer to the' letters recorded on the annexed 
dates for a detail of the negotiations which occupied the 
Resident and Commander in Chief after the arrival of 
Ghoolaum Mohummud in the English camp, and the 
several occurrences which took place during this period, 
previous to the execution of the preliminary engagement 
between His Excellency the Vizier and the Rohilla army, 
under the guarantee of the Company, on the 7th 
December. 


122. It is however necessary to notice the state of affairs at the time when 
the Commander in Chief and Resident received our resolutions of the 6di 
November which reached them on the 15th of that month. 

123. Golaum Mohomed Khan had been allowed to surrender himself 
under an assurance of personal security, a promise of a provision, and an 
expectation of one for his followers. These assurances were personally renewed 
to him by the Commander in Chief after his arrival in camp on the 6th of 
November, the precise date of our resolutions. On the 10th a proclamation 
with the consent of the Nabob Vizier was issued to the Rohillah chiefs declar- 
ing that His Excellency would grant them a jaighcer for their support, that 
Ahmud Ali Khan, the son of Mohomed Ali Khan, deceased, being considered 
the legal heir to Fyzullah Khan, had been selected by His Excellency as the 
jaigheerdar, and that the Company would become the guaranty for the engage- 
ments entered into ; and a deputation of the Rohillas attached to the family of 
Fyzullah Khan was invited to attend the settlement of this business. These 
measures were adopted with the knowledge of Golaum Mohomed and Omar 
Khan, and the object proposed to be attained by them, exclusively of avoiding 
the necessity of further hostilities, was to adopt a system which, without 
subjecting the Rohillas to absolute dependence on the Nabob Vizier, should 
restrain their power and resources within such limits as would in future prevent 
a renewal of troubles. ... 

124. On this exposition of circumstances we shall add very short remarks. 

125. That the resolutions adopted by the Commander in Chief are 
different from those of the Board is evident on the first view of them ; but we 
must conclude that the public faith (in his declarations for conferring the 
jaigheer on Ahmud Alii Khan, in his assurance of pardon and personal security 
to Golaum Mohummud Khan, and in the promise of a provision for him, 
and attention to the future situation of the Rohillas) had been pledged too far 
before the receipt of our instructions to admit of retraction. If the state of 
things in the opinion of the Commander in Chief allowed of alteration, we may 


From Commander in 
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forbearance and every measure that moderation or humanity could suggest 
were employed to recall the Rohillas to allegiance and to prevent hostilities. 
Our efforts were unsuccessful, and Golauin Mahomed Khan advanced to 
attack the British troops at the very moment when he professed submission 
and when he was assured of lenity. 

131. The implication of the Rohitlas in the guilt of their leader by 
uniting so far in his support and attacking the Company’s troops, and the 
considerations suggested by it, naturally pointed out a deviation from the 
moderate and humane policy which we had uniformly adopted previous to the 
engagement ; and we resolved upon the expediency, of resuming the jagliccr 
under certain limitations, providing for the support of the family of Fyzullab 
Khan and other Rohilla chiefs : and the protracted continuance of the 
Kohillahs in arms called forth our final resolutions for effecting the submission 
or dispersion of them by force. The engagements entered into by the 
Commander in Chief previous to the receipt of our resolutions for the resump- 
tion of the jagliccr prevented the full accomplishment of them ; and we arc 
happy to observe that the submission of the Rohillas had preceded the receipt 
of our orders for compelling it. Upon the whole, we have to observe that we 
have been forced into hostilities by events which were sudden and unexpected, 
and that humanity and forbearance were employed in vain to prevent them. 

132. Hi e negotiation with the Uohillas having been brought to an ami- 
cable termination. Goiaum Mohomed, whose private property has been conti- 
nued to him. and for whom a provision is to be made from the Roliilla jageer, 
expressed a wish that Benares might be allotted for his residence. We have 
informed the Commander in Chief, whose Secretary communicated this 
application, that we have no objection to a compliance with the wish expressed 
by Golauin Mahomed Khan to be allowed to reside with his family at Benares 
so long as his conduct may be unexceptionable, and have instructed the 
Resident to give him all necessary and proper assistance for his accommoda- 
tion ; but we at the same time requested [that] the Commander in Chief would 
explicitly inform Goiaum Mahomed that, whilst lie enjoys the protection of 
the Company’s Government, himself and attendants must be in every respect 
amenable to the jurisdiction of their established courts of justice and other 
local authorities in common with the Company’s subjects. 

N a paid. 

133. The intercourse established between this Government and that of 
Mapaul in consequence of Captain Kirkpatrick’s deputation, it was hoped, 
would have proved before this time highly beneficial by the extension of your 
commerce and the sale of your manufactures. 

134. A commercial treaty exists between the Company and .the' Napaul 
Government, and by the terms of it the provinces dependent on both are 
open to the traders of each. But as there was little probability that our 
merchants would be induced to avail themselves of it until the advantages and 
practicability of the commerce were rendered apparent, the Governor General 
was induced to make enquiry through the Resident at Benares of Abdul 
Kadcr Khan, the person employed in negotiating the treaty, with a view 
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under the Company’s guarantee, and the appointment of Nussur Oollah Khan, 
in compliance with 'their unanimous desire, to be the manager and guardian 
during the jagheerdar' s minority. These measures, and particularly, we con- 
ceive, the removal of Ghoolaum Mohummud,: iiad the desired effect. On the 
7th instant^ a preliminary engagement to the purport of the above mentioned 
terms, with an agreement to deliver up to the Company,' in deposit, all the 
family treasure of the late Fyzoollah Khan,' except .14,000 gold mohurs ex- 
pended by Golaum Mohummud, was executed by Nussur Oollah Khan, .on 
the part Of ’the Rohillas and by the Nabob Vizier on his' part, with the seal 
of the Resident on the' part of the Company as guarantee to this engagement, 
a copy of which will' be sent for the fuller information of your Honorable 
Court. We are happy to add - ; that the Rohillas delivered, up the treasure 
of Fyzoolla diChan as stipulated, and that ; in consequence! our army : with that 
of His Excellency the Nabob Vizier - commenced . their returning march 
towards Rampore' oh the 10th 'instant.- • ’> •• : : - 

128.. We hope.tp .be able to transmit with this letter the particulars 
of the definitive adjustment made with the Rohillas, and shall.be happy to find 
that the precautions taken by the Resident with the concurrence and advice of 
the Commander , in Chief will fully establish and secure the object they have 
in-view, the restriction of the power of the Rohillas within such limitations 
as may' effectually prevent the recurrence of danger or alarm to! the Vizier. 
We deem; if incumbent on us to notice to your Honorable Court, as we have 
already done to the Commander in Chief, that nothing which has yet come 
before us has induced an alteration of our sentiments on the .principles of our 
resolutions 6f the 6th November; which are very strongly supported by- the 
arguments in the Resident’s address of the 31st October, but, at the same’time, 
are fully sensible that the measures taken and assurances given previous to the 
receipt'of the above resolutions could not admit of retraction ; and supposing 
a total' resumption' of the jagheer not to be absolutely necessary for the seoirity 
of our ally the Vizier, the restoration of the son of -the murdered Mohummud 
Ally Khan to the principal share of the jageer which would have devolved to 
his father is consistent with' the rules of ' succession, policy and humanity. 

' • 129. We have entered most particularly into a. detail of all. the occurrences 
relating to Rampore, since the demise of Fyzullah Khan, that your Honorable 
Court may have .the . fullest information for . forming your, judgments on the 
principles and conduct which we. adopted, and for this purpose we shall con- 
clude with the. following very brief recapitulation of our resolutions. 

130; That . on the death of Fyzoolla Khan,- the succession should be 
conferred upon his eldest son Mahomed AH Khan under the stipulations of 
paying moderate nuzzerahnah and annual pesheush. ■ These resolutions were 
defeated by "the violence -of Golaum Mahomed ’ in ' the murder of his elder 
brother and the usurpation of thejagheer.' Justice; policy, and the reputation 
of this Government rendered it impossible for us to guarantee the acts of an 
usurper and fratricide, and compelled us to interpose the potter -of the 
Company for the. security of the Nabob Vizier, and to prevent the usurper 
enjoying, the fruits of his crimes.' To this object our' resolutions' were limited, 
and . the succession" of the jagheer was by them proposed- to be' conferred, as 
originally resolved, on some other of the* sons, of- -Fyzullah Khan. ' All -the 
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be expected to arrive in Colonel Erskinc’s camp, the latest advices give us 

Consn 1"> December rcason to SU PP 0SC that the trial, as far as depends on the 
production of evidence, was still remote. We have 
therefore directed Colonel Erskinc to liberate the fugitives from personal res- 
traint on condition of their giving good security to appear when required. 

140. The situation of affairs in the province of Chittagong rendering it 
apparently necessary to station, at least for a time, a battalion at Ramoo, 
we have agreed to Colonel Erskinc’s representation on the subject, reserving 
our final resolution on this head until we have had an opportunity of con- 
sulring the Commander in Chief. 


141. We shall also forward to you in the packet translations of a letter 
from the Minister of Pegu to the Governor General, of a letter from the same 
_ . person to Mr. George Tyler of this settlement, and a 

copy of a letter from Captain Sorrel, a person acting as 
commander of one of Mr. Tyler’s ships trading to Pegu, and to whose care 
a letter had been entrusted by Marquis Cornwallis for the King of Ava. 


142. Your Honorable Court will also receive by this dispatch a copy of 
a minute laid before us by the Governor General on these communications, 
and suggesting the propriety of scntling a deputation to Ava in order to 
obtain information relative to the produce, manufactures, extent, trade, 
government and nature of that country, situated as it is so conveniently for 
trade from all our ports in India. 

143. The political advantages to be derived from a constant and amicable 
intercourse with Pegu were so evident that we did not hesitate to concur in 
the measure proposed by the Governor General, and we shall, by an early 
opportunity, communicate to you die steps that we may take to carry this 
measure into execution. 


Bengal squadron under the general command of Captain Mitchell. 

■ • t * ►* 

144. We have the pleasure to acquaint you that your ships William 
Pitt, Houghton, and Britannia and the freighted ship Nonsuch arrived here 
in September from the expedition upon which they were employed to the 
eastward, bringing in with them two ships named die America and Enterprise. 

145. A few days previous to Captain Mitchell’s arrival we received from 
him two letters dated the I3tli of April and 31st of August, detailing the tran- 
sactions and occurrences of the squadron under his command, and we shall 
have the honor of transmitring copies of them numbers in the packet. We 
shall also at a further period transmit to you Captain Mitchell’s correspon- 
dence during the expedition. 

146. You will receive by the present dispatch, a copy of a petition laid 

before us by Messrs. Adam Babcock and Henry Hubbard, who commanded 
the ships America and Enterprise, desiring our interference and interposition 
for dicir relief. Their case, upon their own statement of it, appears at large 
in dieir petition. Previous to die receipt of it, and soon after the arrival of 
Captain Mitchell, we directed the papers ..in our possess" to 

the capture and detention of the two.shV < -* ' c “ ’’h 
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to set on foot the trade which we have so long wished to establish. The 
• • • ' information obtained from him, in answer .to this 

nSl ber. ' ovem ' . enquiry has induced us to send .Abdul Khader to 
Napaul in the capacity of a merchant with the articles 
which he has pointed out, giving him also recommendatory letters to that 
Government. ,We doubt not that your Honorable Court will be of opinion 
with us that the magnitude of the object furnishes a sufficient authority for 
the expence . of the undertaking which, even if it' eventually fail, cannot 
occasion any considerable loss. For fuller', information as to the objects of 
this plan, as well as with regard to the steps which we have taken relative to it, 
we shall transmit, a. number in the packet, a copy of a minute from the 
Governor General, in . which the whole of the subject is clearly detailed. 

Assam.' 


, 135. We transmit, numbers in the packet, copies of our. latest intelligence 
~ „ from the Commissioner at Cooch Behar relative to the 

*ber. . present state of affairs in Assam, from whence it appears 

. , 47 October. that the country is in the greatest confusion, the chief 
3d November. , officers of .the Government having usurped die powers 
of the Stirgy Deo, and expelled that prince from his capital. 


136. Several representations haying been made to us by the English 
merchants trading in Assam of the great loss to which they were exposed from 
being, unable to .procure payment for the. goods and. merchandize, they had 
occasionally sold to some of the Rajah’s subjects, and of pecuniary loans as 
well as of the injuries and oppressions they had suffered without having the 
• r * Ort tv. ■ . means of obtaining redress, we deemed it proper that 

n8n ; ° r ‘ V. the Rajah should be ’ addressed on the subject, and 
requested him to pay 'such attention to the representations the merchants 
might make to. him as they appeared, to merit, and afford them such assist- 
ance in .the recovery of their .dues as justice required; but we cainnot flatter 
ourselves during the .present disordered state of that country that the repre- 
sentation can have much effect. 

137. We have the honor' of transmitting: to you in the packet 

a ' survey of Gauhatty in. Assam, made - by Ensign 
Con sn.^29^S e ptem- -^r 00( j 0 f t h e Engineers, and hope that it will 
prove a valuable addition to our geographical 
knowledge of that country. 

’ Bunnahs., 

138. In the 54ith and subsequent paragraphs of our General Letter of 
the 18th of August, we laid before you a narrative of the transactions to that 
period relative to. certain fugitives from Ava who had taken refuge in the 
province of Chittagong and had been claimed as criminals by the Burmah 
Government.' , 


• 139. Wc now transmit, numbers in the packet, copies of the charges 
„ , n . T , preferred against Pulong and his associates, together 
. . with his answers ; but although we had been taught to 

believe that the evidences to'be produced in support of the. charges might soon 
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that we had granted to. the officers and private men of Commodore Mitchell’s 
squadron all .the Company’s right and title to any prizes, taken by the vessells 
which composed it, and that we could not be now interested in die questions 
that might arise relative to the ships America and Enterprize. In the event of 
their condemnation they would become the property of the captors, not. of 
the Company; and should they be liberated, and any damages be given to 
those who claim them for injuries occasioned by their capture, those damages 
ought not be borne by the Company but by the captors only. 

153. The Advocate General was therefore of opinion that the captors 
had not any right to involve the Company as interested parties in the litigation 
that might follow; and that they could not, with any degree of propriety, 
expect that the Board, in its capacity of the executive government here, would 
take any part against die American claimants, or interfere widi or contest, 
for the determination of which proper tribunals are established, and which 
ought to be decided in those tribunals only. 

' 154. We accordingly informed Captain Mitchell that, the law being open 
to the parties on both sides and the Company in no wise interested in the event, 
we had resolved to leave the determination of any questions between the 
captors and the claimants to die proper tribunals without taking any part 
therein. 

' 155: This resolution we conceive to be conformable to the usual conduct 

of the executive government in England and other countries on similar occa- 
sions ; and it was also a consideration with us that, should the transactions 
relative to the ships in question give rise to any national representations from 
the States of America, it could not be disadvantageous to our own Court to 
shew that the power or influence of the Government here was not, in any 
degree, exerted against the American claimants, but that .the captors were, 
on the contrary, expressly told that they were hot to expect any such aid, 
but were to look to the courts of justice only for a decision of the contest. 

156. To the petition from the American claimants above noticed, our 
reply was directed by the same principles that it was no less our inclination 
than our duty to interpose the authority vested in us by the laws of our 
country, and the commission under which we acted, in favor of every subject 
of a State connected by friendship with Great Britain ; and that, with this 
inclination, which was further strengthened by motives of humanity, but 
without pretending to give an opinion in any respect on the merits of their 
case, we could only regret that we did not consider our authority competent to 
justify an interference in the mode which they proposed ; that we believed it 
was aii 'invariable rule with all nations that questions relating to the detention 
and capture of vessels should be cognizable, and could be decided only by the 
courts of law (with competent jurisdiction for that purpose) established in the 
country of the captors'; that to such a court an appeal had been made by 
the captors of the vessels which they claimed as their property, and no doubt 
could be entertained that, unless the capture could be legally substantiated, 
they, would receive ample. indemnification for any losses or injuries which they 
might prove they had sustained. 

; ,157. . With! respect to personal ill-treatment which they represented, .we 
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and Dutch to be sent to the Advocate General,- with information that the -High 
Court of Justice at Batavia had deemed them to he legal prizes, but. that they 
had r not yet been condemned. . . ' . 

. 147. He was desired to deliver his opinion and report to us, with as 
little delay as possible, after an attentive consideration of these papers, whether 
Consn. 29 September. circumstances made 'out and ascertained relative to 
- ’ 'the. ships in' question were clearly sufficient to warrant 

the- condemnation of both, dr either of them, as a: just and .legal prize, and if 
both or either of them must be so considered, to - advise the orders that should 
be given in consequence. 

148. Some of the papers sent to the Advocate General being in’ the Dutch 

language,- with which he was not acquainted;, and not being ‘able to' obtain 
translations of them immediately, he was only qualified to deliver his opinion 
on the documents he -understood. - - * ■ 

149. He acquainted us that, supposing die facts stated in the papers lie 
had read to be fully established by proper evidence, the claim of the cantors 
to the ship America ■ would stand on much stronger ground than that to the 
ship Enterprize'; it did not appear to him that they could entertain any well- 
founded expectations . of, condemning the latter ; and, with . respect to the 
former, notwithstanding there was great reason to believe she was really French 
property,- and as such would-be. a legal prize, yet even to her die claim .would 
rest on strong suspicion rathea: than on clear and certain proof. • 

. ,150. But to neither the one or the odier of the ships could the captors, 
in the Advocate General’s -opinion, make out any title by the papers which, he 
had perused, although they were merely copies, not, original documents; and 
they .did not, any of them, appear, capable of being duly proved as, copies,, if 
the non-production of the originals could be sufficiently, accounted for and 
dispensed with. 

151/ What other proofs the captors might be able to adduce, should they 
institute any. proceedings in order to have the ships or either of .diem con- 
demned, it was impossible for the .Advocate General to say. They .had a right 
undoubtedly to bring the question before a court of competent jurisdiction as 
they might be advised; and Mr. Burroughs observed that,. for ought that 
appeared in the case as it was then before him, various means of proving 
that one !or even both of the vessels were lawful prizes might be in the: power 
of the captors, or might be obtained by- them. He did hot -therefore pretend 
to, give any decisive opinion - on the subject ; but'forming his judgement on .the 
several papers he had read; and oil them Only, his answer to the question stated 
in our reference was fhat .no circumstances appeared to him to be made oht 
and ascertained relative , to the ships in question which were Clearly Sufficient 
to warrant the condemnation of. either as a .just, and legal prize.. 

• 152. Such being Mr; Burroughs’s opinion, upon that question; it; did -not 

appear necessary for him to advert to that part of our instructions in which he 
-was desired to advise the orders that ought to be given, in .case he should 
consider both or either of the vfessells as liable to condemnation." But lest the 
.captors, should lay additional evidence before" the Governor General in Council, 
or.;make further applications bn the subject, he thought it -his;.duty to observe 
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copy of these also in the packet ; our decision upon them was expressed in the 
following terms nearly: — 

r 

Having adverted to the objects which influenced this Government to fit 
out an armed squadron for the protection and security of the Eastern and 
China trade, and of your possessions to the eastward and on the Island of 
Sumatra, we were so entirely convinced of the effectual attainment of those 
ends by the capture of the Rcsolu and Vcngeur, private ships of war, and by 
the consequences of a subsequent engagement with the national frigates, 
Cybelle and Prudcnte , which appear to have induced the French Commodore, 
as well as die commanders of the Princes Royal and Vulcan , then in company 
with him, to quit their station and return to the French Islands, that we consi- 
dered it due to the exertion and zeal of Captain Mitchell and the commanders 
acting under him to express our satisfaction with their conduct which had been 
so manifestly conducive to those important objects. 

It was with concern, therefore, that we found ourselves called upon, by an 
appeal from Captains Hudson and Canning, to institute an enquiry into their 
conduct on the 25th of January last from an expression in one of Captain 
Mitchell’s letter[s] which conveyed to those gentlemen the idea of a reflection 
on their characters, by imputing to them the cause of not having probably 
added the Cybelle and Prudente to the list of the squadron’s prizes. 

That although die opinion of the committee of inquiry pronounces the act 
of Captain Hudson in having borne up with the Houghton injudicious, and 
which, as the Houghton was the leading ship, was the cause of Captain Can* 
ning’s having borne up also, and, further, although the committee are of opinion 
that a general engagement might have been the consequence if the Houghton 
and Nonsuch had kept dicir wind, yet, entertaining a full conviction that die 
force of the enemy gave them a decided superiority over that of Captain 
Mitchell and the strongest probability of success if an engagement had taken 
place, notwidistanding the utmost presumable bravery and exertions of the 
commanders and crews of the Bengal squadron, we could not concur with 
Captain Mitchell in the inference he drew that if the Houghton and Nonsuch 
had kept their wind the Cybelle and Prudente would probably have been added 
to our list of prizes ; and we had a satisfaction in declaring that it does not 
appear to us the conduct of Captain Hudson and Captain Canning can be 
ascribed to any motives which can affect their professional characters as officers, 
or that any thing has arisen in the course of the enquiry to do away our sense 
of the very substantial benefits which the public have derived from the services 
of the squadron under the command of Captain Mitchell. 

166. We accordingly directed the Secretary to communicate these senti- 
ments to Captains Hudson and Canning, as well as to Captain Mitchell. 

167. We had communicated our acknowledgements and thanks to Captain 
Mitchell, immediately after his arrival, for his zeal and good conduct in the 
execution of the important service committed to his management. We 
observed that the benefits obtained therefrom by the Company and the trade 
of India had entirely equalled our expectations, and desired that he would take . 
an early opportunity of expressing in any manner he might think most proper 
to the officers and men . of his ship, in the degrees due to them respectively, 
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expressed our concern to find that they thought themselves entitled .to make 
complaints ; and although this was also a consideration for a court of law, 
we deemed ourselves bound to require an explanation from Captain Mitchell 
for an imputed conduct, the reverse of which, even to a professed enemy, was 
pointedly inculcated in the instructions under which he acted. 

158. We informed them also ‘that .the captors, immediately after their 
arrival, were referred by Government to the Supreme Court to substantiate 
the legality of their captures, and that this Government could not decide 
upon it. 

159. That if the : proposition which they had made to the Governor 
General in Council for undertaking the decision on their ease had also been 
made to us by the captors, motives of humanity, independently of others, 
would have induced us readily to accede to it with a view to the benefit of all 
parties in avoiding the cxpcnccs and delay of legal investigation; but that we 
possessed no right to interpose our official authority to exact the assent of the 
captors, nor could make the proposition to them with propriety at any rime, 
and still less at present, as it appeared from the representation of the claimants 
that they had already declined all decision excepting that of a court of 
judicature. 

160. With respect .to the allcdgcd personal ill-treatment. Captain Mitchell 
sent an answer to their complaint, and we have been entirely satisfied by it 
that the complaint was without foundation. 

161. Captain Mitchell, in an address to us of the 13th April, having 
stated that if the Houghton and Nonsuch had fortunately kept their wind the 
“Cybcle and Prudente would probably have been added to our list of prizes”, 
we thought it proper to call on Captain Mitchell to inform us whcdier, by this 
expression, : he meant to impute any misconduct to the commanders of the 
ships in question. 

162. Captain 'Mitchell’s answer to tins reference was that in detailing the 
operations of the squadron on the 25th of January he was necessitated to 

„ , mention the bearing up of the Houghton and Nonsuch ; 

that he did at that time, and did stdl, regret that this 
measure was adopted by Captain Hudson, as by keeping his wind it would 
have brought on a dose action, the event of which, Captain Mitchdl was led 
to imagine from the ardour of the seamen and troops, would have been 
successful ; that he would not pretend to judge of Captain Hudson’s motives, 
but had stated die fact as it occurred. 

163. The entire paragraph of Captain Mitchell’s letter from which die 
above extract is quoted was in consequence communicated to Captains Hudson 
arid Canning, and we desired from them a full explanation and statement of 
what appertained thereto as far as regarded their respective ships. 

164. Copies of their answers will be sent numbers in the packet, and we 
beg leave to inform you that, at their request, we appointed a committee to 
enquire into their , conduct on the above mentioned occasion under the instruc- 
tions, of which a copy will be sent enclosed. 

. 165. The committee having closed their proceedings we shall transmit a 
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ration and propriety o£ her conduct, we authorized him to comply with her 
request. 


176. We enclose numbers in the packet copies of a letter and its enclo- 
sure from Mr. Duncan, stating the conduct which he had pursued for die 


Consn. 6 October. 


purpose of inducing Sultanut Sing, the Talookdar of 
Budlaporc, to repair to Benares and setde his accounts 


widi Government, although hitherto it had not been attended with the desired 


effect. The Resident dicrcforc has concerted measures widi the Atimil for 


securing Sultanut Sing’s person by stratagem, as the mode most likely to be 
attended with success unaccompanied by bloodshed. 


177. Ensign Blunt of the Corps of Engineers having proposed to, under- 
take a survey from Chunar Ghur by die most direct route to Cossimeotta in 
the Northern Circars, a route hitherto unexplored, the 
C ° nS bc r 22d Dcccm * tilt Surveyor General laid before us such suggestions on 
the subject as its utility and importance seemed to 
demand ; and we propose to transmit a copy of the letter which he addressed 
to us on the occasion, a number in the packet. 


178. We approved the measure as calculated to increase die stock of useful 
geographical knowledge ; and having, upon application to the Berar Rajah 
through whose territories a part of Ensign Blunt’s route would be, received 
from him die necessary passes, we have directed the Surveyor General to 
furnish Mr. Blunt, on whose abilities we have full reliance, widi the requisite 
instructions, diat he may proceed on the survey in question. As, however, the 
Nagporc Government might be jealous of his surveying any part of their 
dominions, lie is desired to be particularly circumspect, during his journey 
through Berar, diat die object of his commission may be executed widi a 
caution to prevent suspicion. 


179. If on his arrival at Vizagapatam an opportunity should offer for 
Mr. Blunt's returning to the Presidency by sea, lie is to avail himself of it, 
and if otherwise, he is to return by land dirough Cuttack. 


180. The allowances granted to Lieutenant Blunt arc those of a surveyor 
of lands on die prescribed establishment of sonant rupees 9 618 per mensem, 
including every charge, excepting the extra batta he will receive as upon duty 
.out of the provinces. 


181. We think it proper to lay before you a copy of a letter dated the 
1 8th of September from Captain Reid, who commanded a ship called the 
Hampshire , liberally offered by him, when intelligence was received at Madras 
of die war with the French, to carry dispatches to Rear Admiral Cornwallis. 
We referred to die Government of Fort St. George for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing whether the facts which Captain Reid stated corresponded with those upon 
tlicir records ; and, not observing any variation in diem, as well as thinking 
his case peculiarly hard, we beg leave to submit it to your favorable considera- 
tion that you may be pleased to authorize such reward to be given to him for 
his services as you may deem them entided to. 


Fort William, 

30th of December, 1794. 

(Per Rose.) 

Vol. XVH— 26 


We have the honor to be &ca., 
Signed Governor and Council. 
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Political letter *io court 


the sense we entertained of their good conduct and behaviour upon all occasions 

in die late cruize. 

* 

.168. A similar letter was written to Captain Barrow, who obtained the 
command of the Britannia on the death . of 'the late Captain Cheap, and to 
Lieutenant Roper who commanded die brig Nautilus, and having now passed 
our resolutions upon the conduct of Captains Hudson and Canning, we have 
desired that our satisfaction with it may be expressed to those gentlemen also, 
and conveyed through them to the officers and crews of their respective ships. 

169. Although the lamented death of Captain Cheap has deprived us of 
the satisfaction of expressing our acknowledgements to him, we think it due. 
to his memory to mention that his zeal and exertions throughout die expedi- 
tion would have entitled him to most particular approbation and • applause, 
nor whilst we lament his death as a public loss can we refrain adding that 
his character and talents had acquired the general esteem. 

..- 170. The conduct of Lieutenant Roper of die Bombay Marine also has 
been pointed out to us as highly deserving of applause, and we accordingly 
recommend him to your favor. 

171. Having thought it incumbent on us to point out to you the services ■ 
of Captain Mitchell and odier commanders and officers belonging, to the 
squadron under his command, we think it scarcely necessary to mention that 
the duty upon which diey were ordered necessarily occasioned a disappoint- 
ment in their own prospects, the loss of much valuable time to them, and a 
considerable expence; but we repeat, widl the greatest satisfaction, that the 
service was undertaken and executed with zeal and success, and we beg leave to 
state that we should have been happy to have afforded them a compensation 
which, however, from considerations of propriety, we submit to your Honorable 
Court.'. ' • 

, 172. The officers, starving under the commanders of the respective ships, 
(including the Right)' addressed a memorial to us, which, in conformity to our 
promise, we beg leave to recommend to your favorable attention. 

.. 173. . We will, not deduct [from the zeal, shewn upon .the' late service by 
imputing .the . exertion's of the. commanders and. officers in any respect to the 
expectation of receiving ;a recompence for . them, but feeling .as we do in ..the 
strongest manner the .importance of .them, and of encouraging similar exertions 
in future, .we cannot -but add our hope and request that your Honorable Court 
will;bestow .such remuneration upon -.them as. you may deem proper. 

• - 174. - There is -stiff -much -tb lay. before you relative tothe detail of the' 
accounts of the commanders of the-ship’s and other matters- of a corresponding 
description concerning the squadron, and we propose to, transmit it by the next 
dispatch; - Our decisions ..upon jthose accounts have been passed and a general 
account ordered for your information'. 

7 .-Misceiiaiiea... 

175. - The- Resident at Benares having informed us that an application 
had been made by .the Peshwa’s grandmother; - who is now, and has been for 
"n 1 iu 'A some time, an inhabitant of that city,- for a purwannah 

j. . . cto . f or twelve bighas of ground to be appropriated to reli- 

gious purposes, and having -at the same time added his testimony of the mode- 
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cated die intelligence we had received relative to the conduct and supposed 
intentions of Tippoo Sultaun in the event of a rupture between the Nizam 
and the Paishwa. We now transmit copies of the latest accounts from Mysore, 
from which it would appear that, whatever line of con- 
C° ns R^ 9th ^January, duct he may eventually resolve to pursue, he has not yet 
taken any measures indicating an intention to become 
a principal in the present disputes between the two Courts. 

Bombay. 

6. In the 30th paragraph of our letter dated the 30th of December, 1794, 
we informed you of the measures which had been taken by the Government 
at Bombay for settling the revenues of the newly acquired territory in the 
province of Malabar. We have now the pleasure to acquaint you that the 
Supravisor has at length been able to effect agreements 
January, ( CO pi es Q f w hi c h will be sent numbers in the packet) with 
the Peripnaad and Beypoor Rajahs. The terms of an 
agreement with the Samoory for his talooks have been also adjusted, and the 
collections entrusted to his officers. The signature to the agreement has only 
been deferred until the survey of the Ernar District shall have been completed, 
and some objections which were made respecting that of the district of Paynaad 
removed. The agreement with the Rajah of Koorminaad having been in the 
like manner concluded, the settlement with the Rajahs and chiefs now includes 
three fourths of the province, and we trust will soon be 
C° nsn ^ 3d g J anuary * extended to the three northern districts. The Nairs too 
appear more favorably disposed to the Company’s 
Government than their former conduct gave reason to expect. They have given 
security for the payment of nearly the whole of the balance of last year’s 
revenues, of the recovery of which there was little expectation; and the 
Superintendant proposes, as soon as their account shall have been adjusted, to 
come to a provisional agreement with them for the management of the 
Pyoormulla Talook for the current year, which he is induced to hope may be 
productive of advantage. 


Upper Provinces. 

7. In the 132 paragraph of our last dispatch from this Department we 
had the pleasure of informing you that the negotiation with the Rohillahs 
had been brought to a final conclusion. It affords us much satisfaction to 
be able to inform you that since the arrival of the newly appointed jaghierdar 
at Rampoor, there has been every appearance of tran- 
Cdtisn^I 9^1 January, quillity being perfectly restored. The principal sirdars 
16 january. an d inhabitants had been to pay the respects to the chief, 
and the conduct of his guardian Nusser Ullah Khan is 
well calculated to conciliate the minds of the Rohillahs. 


8. The Commander in Chief judging it proper that an accurate survey 
of Rohilcund should be taken, and in particular, of the jaghire of Ahmed 
Ally Khan, Lieutenant Mowat 2 , the surveyor in the field, 
Consn^ 6th January, ^as b een selected, for that duty, which we trust will prove 
a valuable addition to the geographical knowledge of 
the Rohilla country, which has hitherto been very imperfectly surveyed. 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 4 FEBRUARY 1795 

Military preparations in Poona and Hyderabad— Tranquillity restored in 
Rampur — Babcock’s application for' detaining Capl. Mitchell refused. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
T O the Honorable die Court of Directors &ca. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. We had the honor of addressing you from diis Department on the 30th 
December by the Rose, and we now avail ourselves of the departure of the Essex 
and other ships' of the 2d Division to transmit a brief account of the occurrences 
which have taken place since diat period. 

Fort St. George and its dependencies. 


2. We have the pleasure to acquaint you diat His Highness the Nabob of 


Consn. 23d Januarv, 
No. 2. 


Arcot has completed the payment of his kists to the 1st 
of last month. 

* 


The Nizam , Mahrattas and Tippoo Sultaun. 


3. In the 67th and succeeding paragraphs of our letter by the Rose , 1 we 
detailed at considerable length the rise and progress of die disputes between 
Nizam Aly Khan and die Peisliwah, and we forward in die packet copies of the 
correspondence that has since passed on the subject. The Poona Minister Nana 
Furnaveese entered his tents on the 7th of December, and was followed by the 
Peishwah on the I4th. These appearances of hostile preparation were answered 
by similar ones on the part of the Nizam, who transmitted letters of recall to 
Meer Allum, inserting however in them a proviso diat his departure should 
depend upon the Peishwa’s permission. Meer Allum, availing himself of a 
disinclination expressed by the Peshwa to his return, introduced a proposal for 
suspending the movement of the forces on either side in order to aiford time 
for another attempt to accommodate matters by negociation. This has been, 
in some measure, assented to ; and the Mahratta forces have been directed to 
halt, though at a shorter distance from the probable scene of action, should 
hostilities take place, than had been suggested by Meer Allum. From this 
delay, and from our intelligence diat some of the pecuniary claims made by the 
Peishwa have been settled, it is still possible that hostilities may be avoided, 
more, particularly as some encouragement seems to have been given by the 
Court of Poona to a proposal made by the Nizam for a personal interview 
with the Peishwa without the intervention of Azim ul Omrah, whose views and 
conduct seem to have excited so much jealousy in the Poona Administration. 


4. In this critical situation of native politics, it is with much satisfaction 
Consn. 9th January, we are able to acquaint you that your Residents, both at 

Nos. 22-32. the Courts of Hydrabad and Poona, continue to receive 
° nS No.- 8„ the most friendly professions towards the Company. 

5. In the 77th and subsequent paragraphs of our last letter, we communi- 
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16. In the 146th and subsequent paragraphs of our last letter, we informed 
you of a petition laid before us by Messrs. Adam Babcock and Henry Hubbard, 
who commanded the ships America and Enterprize, which had been detained 
by the Dutch and by die squadron under the command of Commodore 
Mitchell, together with our answer to it and the proceedings that had taken 
place on the part of their captors. 

17. We now transmit in the packet a copy of a letter from Mr. Joy inform- 
ing us that Messrs. Babcock and Hubbard had applied to the Supreme Court 

to detain Captain Mitchell in India till the decision of 
Consn^th^Jamiary, ^ su j t then pending, or to compell him to give security 
for any costs or damages they might have incurred, 
should the capture be deemed illegal ; but that their application had not been 
compiled with ; and that he, in his capacity of agent for the United States of 
America, applied to us, on the part of Messrs. Babcock and Hubbard, to detain 
Captain Mitchell for the purposes specified. 

18. We acquainted him in answer that, if the nature of the case and our 
public duty admitted of our compliance with his request, we should very 
readily have granted it ; but, as the legality of the capture of the ships America 
and Enterprize was then under the investigation of a court of judicature, we 
did not deem ourselves authorized to interfere, either by detaining the captors 
or by calling on them to give the security desired and which the court before 
whom the suit was pending (and from whom we had no doubt Captains 
Babcock and Hubbard would ultimately obtain every indemnification to which 
they might appear to be entitled) had refused to require of them. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca. 

4 th February, 1795. 

(Per Essex.) 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 6 MARCH 1795 

Raja of Ramnad imprisoned — Negotiations with the Malwan Raja regard- 
ing piracy — Worsening of the Maratha-Nizam relations — Tipu’s proposal to 
sequester Karnul — Amott and Bellassis accused of casting guns for AH 
Bahadur — The Burmese fugitives surrendered — Babcock wins his case in the 
Supreme Court, but is unable to recover damages from Capt. Mitchell as he 
had sailed to Europe : loan advanced by Government as a special case. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
To the Honorable Court of Directors &ca. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. You will receive by your ships under dispatch copies of our advices 
transmitted to you by those of the 2d Division and dated the 4th of last month. 
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Political usmtt To count' 


Ncpaul. 

9. In our last letter (paragraph 134), we had the honor of acquainting you 
\vith our intention to dispatch Abdul Kauder Khan, tire person employed in 
negociating the commercial treaty with the Rajah of Napaul, to that country. 
He is now preparing to set out on his mission. 

10. We transmit numbers in the packet copies of the instructions to 
Consn. 9th January, Abdul Kauder and of the letter of introduction granted 

Nos. S5-57. to him to the Rajah of Nepaul. 

11. It is proper for us to notice with respect to the Rajah that, notwith- 
standing the most friendly assurances on his part, and the ready acquiescence 
which he demonstrated in an application to prevent the Rohillahs from receiv- 
ing succours or refuge in his territories, some circumstances have occurred to 
give rise to a suspicion that his conduct and professions do not exaedy corres- 
pond. We shall transmit to you in the packet an extract from our. proceedings 
on the subject in the Judicial Department, and a copy of a letter lately written 
upon it to the Rajah of Napaul by the Governor General, with a remark that 
whilst the conduct of the Napaul Government admits of a favorable interpre- 
tation we arc not disposed to impute duplicity to it founded on some suspicious 
appearances. 

Burmahs, 

12. In the 139th paragraph of our letteT by the Rose we informed you 
that the charges had been preferred against the fugitives from Arracan, and - 

that they had given in their answers, but that no evi- 
C ° nSI No 9t 45 J am,ary ’ dcnce had, at that period, been produced in support 
of the accusation. We have to inform you that the 
evidences have been sent by the Ava Government to Colonel Erskine’s camp. 

13. We transmit numbers in the packet copies of a letter from 
Lieutenant Colonel Erskinc, and its enclosure from Lieutenant Brougham, 

an officer belonging to the detachment at Chittagong, 
C ° nSn No ti 46^47 1Uary ’ re l at i vc t( ? tile advantages to be derived from encourag- 
ing the Mugs to colonize in your territories, and making 
roads through the province of Chittagong, as well to forward the first men- 
tioned object as to afford easy and expeditious approaches to the Naaf and 
the frontier in the event of disturbances similar to those which have lately 
taken place on the incursion of the Burmahs. 

14. We have desired that a copy of these papers may, be transmitted by 
the Board of Revenue to the Collector of Chittagong for his opinion as to the 
propriety or expediency of the proposed measures relative .to the Mugs, and 
that his answer, with their opinions upon it, may be submitted to our considera- 
tion previous to our coming to a decision on the subject. 

15. The construction of the road suggested by Lieutenant Brougham will 
come under consideration when we receive the information which we have 
required from Chittagong ; and upon this as well as on the determination of 
the question, whether a military post should be established on the Chittagong 
frontier or otherwise, our final resolution must, in a great measure, depend. 
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The Nizam, Mahrattas and Tippoo Sultaun. 

7. Copies of the correspondence with the Residents at Poona and 
Hydrahad subsequent to the date of our last advices will be sent number in the 
packet. 

8. We arc not able to lay before you any more certain or favorable 
accounts of the ncgociations between the Marattas and Nizam Ally Khan than 
were stated generally in our last dispatches. 

9. The Paishwa has taken the field and appears in a great measure to 
have accomplished the union of the forces which he has drawn from the distant 
parts of the Mahratta Empire. The Nizam appears to think that the Paishwa’s 
Ministers will not agree to any terms, however reasonable, until they shall be 
experimentally convinced of his ability to defend his honor and dominions 
against their most vigorous efforts. Hostilities cannot be long avoided in the 
situation of the two powers, unless an immediate pacification should take place 
between them, which certainly does not at present appear probable. 

10. There is one point connected with this subject which we think it 
proper to notice. The Residents at the Courts of Poonah and Hydrabad were 
respectively instructed not to accompany the Peshwah or the Nizam beyond 
the bounds of their territories unless with the consent of the party into whose 
dominions the other might advance. Permission for this pin-pose was readily 
granted by die Nizam to Sir C. W. Malet ; but die Poonah Minister’s reply to 
an application of the Resident for a similar permission in favor of Captain 
Kirkpatrick was expressed in diese terms: “You are Resident at my Durbar 
for wtikalut (representation). Were Captain Kirkpatrick nawattb [ naib ] on 
your part (meaning in deputation from me) there was no objection. And, as 
to your being widi me, diere is no necessity for the Nizam’s permission, because, 
allowing the nawaub to be your friend, yet his friendship is not separate ; 
in the treaties (Pcshwa’s with the Company) the Nizam is included in my 
Sirkar. Therefore the power of prescribing separately appertains not to him.’’ 

11. It was observed by Sir Charles Malet that the Court of Poonah in this 
communication assumed die dependence of the Nizam upon die Paishwa in 
the intercourse of the former with us upon the strength of the 10th article of 
the Treaty of Salbye 1 , with respect to which we had hitherto been so cautious 
to avoid giving an opening to the Mahratta State as actually to have waved 
all claim on the same clause in regard to Tippoo at the commencement of the 
late war and on other occasions for die reasons stated in his letter. 

12. With respect to die pretentions of the Paishwa as conveyed by the 
answer of the Court of Poonah, they cannot be allowed to have any influence 
in our conduct towards Nizam Ally Khan, or our connection with him as 
an independent prince, nor are they warranted by the Treaty of Salbye. But, 
without entering into any discussion of the question, we had no hesitation to 
resolve that the system of neutrality upon which we have determined should 
be maintained, not only in effect but in appearance ; and, as the Paishwa has 
declined to permit the Resident at Hydrabad to accompany His Highness into 
the Mahratta territories, we thought proper to direct your Resident at the 
Court of Poonah to decline accompanying the Paishwa beyond the limits of the 
Nizam’s dominions, unless the latter should expressly desire it. 
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POLITICAL LETTER TO COURT 


Fort Saint George and its dependencies. ■ 


2. In the 6th and subsequent paragraphs of our letter of the 30th ot 
December, we laid before you a continuation of a detail sent to you in pre- 
ceding dispatches relative to the Rajah of Ramnaud. We have the honor to 
transmit, a number in this packet, further advices which we received towards 
the end of last month from the Government of Madras on the same subject, 
explanatory of the reasons which had induced them to adopt a resolution for 
the Rajah's removal, and including a copy of their instructions to the Collector, 
stating the manner in which the object was to be accomplished. 


3. The Governor in Council was not quite determined in respect to the 
person on whom the succession should devolve ; but His Lordship observed 

to us that the opinion given by the Supreme Govern* 
Consn. 20th Febru- mcnt j n t ] lc month of September 1792 in the ease of the 
Shevagerry Pollam would, of consequence, influence his 
decision when the point should conic under consideration. 

4. We concurred in the expediency and necessity of the removal of die 
Rajah of Ramnad, and approved of die intention to allow his possessions to 
devolve to his legal heir in the spirit of the former instructions of this Govern- 
ment. We have been very lately advised by the Governor in Council that the 
person of the Rajah of Ramnaud has been apprehended without any resistance 
on his part, and diat he is now a prisoner in the place. 


Bombay and its dependencies. 

5. The Government of Bombay have transmitted to us copies of letters 
received at diat Presidency from die Rajah of Panilla and his agents, Nagojee 

Row Ghautkey and Ballajce Ram, the objects of whose 
C ° nSI riiary ° f h ^ mission to Bombay was to prevail upon diat Government 
to depute to him a gentleman of rank and character, diat 
the existing differences upon account of die depredations committed by die 
Malwan fleet mjght be removed, and he might receive die Company’s protec- 
tion against certain encroachments of die Paishwa, whom he called his servant. 
Hie agents delivered in at die same time some heads of a treaty of alliance 
with this Rajah, and endeavoured to remove in some degree from him the 
blame he' had incurred for die depredations committed by the Malwan fleet 
by including widiin diis description the ships of odier pirates. 

The Government of Bombay observed that die Rajah in all his negotia- 
tions with them had acted with so much perfidy tiiat diey could not place any 
confidence in his professions. Frequent experience had proved die truth of 
diis opinion; and we deemed it necessary only to desire die Government of 
Bombay to acquaint the Rajah diat no new engagement could be entered into 
with him while die conditions of the one which he contracted in the year 
1792 remained unfulfilled. t , 

6. We observed at die same time that we waited die receipt of the infor- 
mation which we requested some time ago from the Government of Bombay, 
previous to our adopting a final determination upon die measures to be taken 
widi the view of obtaining redress for the piracies committed by. the Rajah and 
the effectual prevention of them in future, 
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in the packet, including the explanations received from Mr. Axnott and Mr. 
Bellassis upon the representations made to- the Resident relative to them. 
There was every reason to believe from Mr. Bellassis’s assurances, and from 
the circumstances delivered in evidence during the enquiry, that he was em- 
ployed by Mr. Arnott and not engaged as a principal in the manufacture ; that 
he did not know that the arms were intended for any foreign power ; also that 
he desisted from making them on receiving the Resident’s requisition to that 
effect ; nor did it appear, as far as the enquiry had then gone, that any of the 
guns or any part of die military apparatus had yet been sent across the Jumna 
to Ally Behauder or any other chief ; but we very soon received advices from 
the Resident at Lucnow that Mr. Arnott privately left that place on the 
' morning of the 22d of February, and was reported to have gone to Ally Behadre, 
taking with him six pieces of cannon and nine hundred men who were assem- 
bled at Manicapore on the banks of the Ganges. This information was highly 
probable on the grounds of a declaration from Mr. Arnott himself, which will 
appear in a letter from him to the Resident accompanying die papers on this 
subject. It had been confirmed as far as related to his departure, and little 
doubt was to be entertained of the remainder of it. 

18. Mr. Arnott having now by his conduct totally forfeited any claim 
to the Company’s protection, we have directed that, on his appearance again 
within the territories of the Nawaub Vizier, he may be apprehended and sent 
to the Presidency ; and, in regard to Mr. Bellassis, we have desired that he may 
be .called upon to enter into a security engagement joindy with two other 
persons of responsibility to repair to Calcutta whenever required, after due 
notice given to him for that purpose. 

Burmahs. 


19. In the 12th paragraph of our letter by the Essex 2 , we informed your 
Honorable Court that the evidences had been sent by the Ava Government in 
order to substantiate the charges preferred against the fugitives who had fled 
from Arracan and taken refuge in die province of Chittagong. 


20. The examination has since been concluded, and we transmit as a 
number in the packet a copy of the proceedings on it, 
C ° nSD ary 6 No on grounds of which we deemed it proper to order 

the surrender of the parties accused as presumptive delin- 
quents against die Burma State. 


21, The orders to this effect were dispatched on the 6th February; but 
previous to the receipt of them by Colonel Erskine, the Rajah of Aracan had 
remonstrated against the detention of the fugitives, under an intimation of 
resorting to hostile measures to procure the surrender of them. The execution 
of our orders will convince the Rajah of Aracan that the justice of this Govern- 
ment has already conceded what he could not have obtained by hostilities. 


22. In the 14th and 15th paragraphs of our letter by the Essex, we inform- 
ed you that proposals had been laid before us by lieutenant Brougham, an 
officer belonging to the detachment at Chittagong, relative to the advantages 
to be derived from encouraging the Mugs to colonize in your territories ; and 
that we had, previous to our forming any determination on the subject, 
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29. Considering all die circumstances of Mr. Babcock’s case, the impossi- 
bility of his immediately availing himself of the benefit of the decision of the 
Supreme Court and the ruinous consequences to his affairs, we conceived that, 
in adopting the sentiments of the Advocate General for granting some relief 
and assistance to Mr. Babcock, we were not only justified in point of equity 
and humanity, but consulted equally the credit and reputation of the 
Company and British nation. We resolved, therefore, that the sum of thirty 
five thousand sicca rupees 4 should be advanced to Mr. Babcock' to enable him 
to pursue his voyage to Europe, under the express provision that the advance 
of this sum should not be construed or taken as an acquiescence in the justice 
of his claim on the Company or an acknowledgement that they were in any 
degree liable to him ; and that, if they should be held liable in England, the 
sum advanced here should be deducted from the amount payable by the 
Company, or, if he should not be entitled to hold them liable to him, that he 
would refund the sum advanced to him or allow it in part discharge of the 
damages to be paid by Captain Mitchell and the other captors, and execute in 
England such good and sufficient instruments as the Counsel of the Company 
should advise for the purpose of enabling them to recover the amount so 
advanced from Captain Mitchell and the other captors who might by law be 
held liable to pay the same. We also determined, at the same time, that the 
petition of Mr. Babcock should be referred to your Honorable Court, and that 
it should be stipulated with him that he should not, by the acceptance of the 
sum advanced to him here to enable him to pursue his voyage, be considered 
as in any degree relinquishing or prejudicing his claim on the Company. 

30. The money has been paid to Mr. Babcock subsequent to the receipt of 
the conditional acknowledgement (as prescribed), of which we think it neces- 
sary to enclose an attested copy. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca. 

6th of March, 1795. 

{Per Pitt.) 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 21 MARCH 1795 

Opening of the Kharda campaign — No hopes of reform in Oudh — Oudh 
frontier closed to prevent the escape of Amott. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable Court of Directors 6rca. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor of transmitting to you by the Dart packet a detail of 
such events as have occurred since our letter dated the 6th instant 'and 
forwarded by your ships Pitt, Thetis, and Melville Castle. 
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directed copies of those papers to be transmitted through the Revenue Board 
to the Collector of Chittagong for his opinion as to the propriety or expediency 
of the proposed measures, and that his answer, with the opinions of the Board 
of Revenue upon it, might be laid before us. 

23. We now transmit as numbers in the packet copies of the Collector’s 

answer and of the opinion of die Board of Revenue upon 
ConS, ruary! th ^ * l > ancl wc ^ iave on ty t0 add that, in consequence of diis 

additional information, we have declined adopting the 
propositions contained in Lieutenant Brougham’s letter. 

Miscellanea. 

24. Wc communicated to you, in the 16th and subsequent paragraphs of 
our address of the 4tli of February 3 , the proceedings which had taken place 
here relative to the detention of two ships carrying American colours by die 
squadron of your ships under the general command of Captain Mitchell and 
diosc belonging to. the Dutch Government. The Supreme Court of Judicature, 
in dicir admiralty jurisdiction, decided that a very small part of the cargo of 
one ship was a legal prize, that bodi ships should be liberated, die captors 
paying all costs and damages arising from die detention of one of them. 

25. The principal owner of both ships, as well as die commander of one of 
them, presented to us a petition, of which we enclose a copy, in which, after 
relating die substance of liis case as already laid before you, and stating the 
very wretched situation (wc use his own term in diis expression) to which he 
was reduced, he solicited from our Government that relief which he could not 
hope to realize from any other quarter. The reasons stated in his letter, of 
which we have the honor to enclose a copy, appeared to have a claim, upon 
national principles at least if not upon those of ordinary justice only, to our 
attention ; and the subject of it was referred to the Advocate General, whose 
answer to Sir John Shore will be laid before you with diis dispatch. 

26. Wc could not from the first but consider die circumstances of Mr. 
Babcock’s case as peculiarly unfortunate ; but as an appeal had been made by 
the captors of his ships, including officers in -die employ of both the English 
and Dutch Companies, to a competent tribunal, wc could not, in the capacity 
of die executive administration of this country, undertake the responsibility 
of deciding upon claims which by the laws of Great Britain were properly 
cognizable by the admiralty jurisdiction. 

27. The judgement of the Supreme Court of Judicature had now been 
pronounced. Both Mr. Babcock's ships had been liberated and damages had 
been awarded to him to the amount of die injury sustained from the detention 
of one of them. 

28. That he had sustained great injury by the detention of his ships 
could not be doubted ; and it unfortunately happened that die persons upon 
whom lie would have had immediate redress were no longer within the juris- 
diction of the Supreme Court. He applied to this Government to detain them ; 
but as his application was made previous to the judgement of die Supreme 
Court of Judicature, and presumed what wc were not audiorizcd to admit, that 
judgement would be given in his favor, it could not be complied with. 
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very desirous of preventing the Nizam from descending Moorighaut or, 
in other words, from taking the route of Purrainda. And with this view he 
made a proposal to His Highness, who was with some difficulty prevailed on 
by Azim ul Omrah to accede to it, that as on his army’s taking this direction 
nothing could avert an immediate action with die Marattas, or "die veil of 
friendship from being rent” : the vakeel, before it became too late, should 
make another attempt at negotiation, which would necessarily be rather 
tedious ; and that as the Nizam could not conveniently, on account of the 
cncrcasing scarcity of forage in that neighbourhood, remain in his present 

camp much longer, both armies should occupy such a situation as, without 

distress to either, would admit of the requisite delay. He mentioned Moongey- 
puttum on die banks of the Godavery as a station that would be proper for the 
Paishwa, and Shahgurrh for the Nizam, the former being 15 and die latter 26 
cost from Aurungabad, and the two distant, about 14 coss, from each other. 

S. But it appears from our last advices that the Marrattas are not dis- 
posed (at least immediately) to proceed to the place proposed by Gobind 

Kislicn, preferring in its stead diat the negotiations should be carried on from 
the situations at present occupied by the two armies. 

9. Perhaps a discovery of the strength and state of preparation of the 
Nizam’s forces may prove more efficacious in producing peace between these 

two powers than any other mode which has hitherto 
Consiu J6th March, ] )ccn rcS0 rtcd to, especially as it is privately understood 
that the Mahratta chiefs begin to feel diat all the bene- 
fits of success in the present struggle must exclusively apply to die aggrandize- 
ment of the Bramin supremacy. We quote this reflection from an address of 
the Resident at Poonah. 

10. We transmit, as numbers in the packet, copies of the latest advices 

from Mysore, and arc happy to observe that Tippoo 
Consn^l3^ ™ nrL j“’ not sccm , from any extraordinary preparations, to 

evince tin intention of taking any, and much less an 
active, part in the existing disputes between the Courts of Poonah and 
Hvdrabad. 


Upper Provinces. 

11. We had the honor of transmitting to you by the Pitt", as mentioned 
in the 16th paragraph of our letter by that ship, copies of a letter dated the 
29th of January from the Resident at Luenow to the Governor General, and 
of the Governor’s answer, relative to the present state of die Vizier’s adminis- 
tration, and die unpromising appearance of success to any effectual measure 
that can be adopted widi His Excellency’s concurrence to remedy the evils to 
which it is subject. 

12. We now lay before you a copy of a letter of a subsequent date from 
the Resident at Luenow in continuation of his communications on the state 

of affairs at die Vizier’s Court, but written previous to 
C-n^th March ’ the receipt of the Governor General’s, mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, and are sorry that we cannot 

communicate more favorable accounts than those we had last the honor of 

• 

£: ' 
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Fort Saint George and its dependencies. 

2. , In continuation of our last advices concerning the apprehension of the 
Raja of Ramnaad, we shall transmit in the packet copies of the orders issued 

relative to it by the Madras Government to the Collector 
Consn^ o l3th March, and £] lc Commanding Officers in that neighbourhood, 
also of the Collector’s letters, and of one written to him 
by the directions of the Governor in Council expressive of His Lordship's 
highest approbation of Mr. Powney’s conduct on that occasion. 

3. - We have the satisfaction to acquaint you that on the 4th instant certain 
articles of agreement (of which we shall enclose a copy) were entered into for 
the better government of the Ramnadporam districts for a period of three 
years between Lord Hobart on die part of the Company and His Highness the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, promising the greatest advantages from the intro- 
duction of the Company’s government in that country with regard to its 
general prosperity and to your investment in particular. They were received 
in this day only, and of course have not yet undergone our consideration. 


Bombay and its dependencies. 

4. In die 36th paragraph of our letter by the Rose 1 , we acquainted you 
that we had addressed the Bombay Government on die subject of the depre- 

_ ... . ciation of the fanams at Calicut, requiring bodi the 

No. 17. grounds on which that reduction was made, and the 

reasons of its affecting the exchange of the rahety or 
Consn. 13th March, revenue / won into rupees at the established rate of 
No- 20 ‘ 3 rupees per boon, and we transmit a copy of their 

answer a number in this dispatdi. 

5. We have pleasure in being able to inform you that the progress of the 

cultivation of the pepper vine in the Malabar Provinces 
Consul 3th March, j s ra pjdiy encreasing, and that there is reason to hope 
that, in a few years, a very considerable number of these 
valuable plants will arrive at maturity. 


The Nizam, Mahrattas and Tippoo Sultaun. 

6. Copies of our latest advices from the Residents at Poonah and 
Hydrabad will be sent numbers in the packet. 

7. The Nizam arrived at Purgong, a situation about 14 coss distant from 
the Maratta encampment, on the 14th of last month, and reviewed the ad- 
vanced corps of his army on the 1 6th, desiring upon this 

Consul 6th March, occas i on the attendance, of Gobind Rao Kishen, the 
Maratta vakeel, who was accordingly with Azeem ul 
Omrah during the whole of the review and is said to have transmitted such 
accounts of the Nizam’s force to his own Court as .occasioned some anxiety, 
His Highness’s army being, it is thought, in point of number and general 
equipment but. little, if at all, inferior to that of the Paishwa. But whatever 
may have been the impressions of the Maratta vakeel on this subject, he seemed 
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Peace not restored in Vijayanagaram — The Naioab of Arcot not justified 
in increasing tribute on the death of a palegar — Tiptt disinclined to open 
Mysore to the Company’s trade — Danish claims at Calicut regarded as having 
lapsed in 1788 — The Nizam : his defeat in the battle of Kharda and the peace 
terms imposed upon him ; dismissal of the Company’s battalions by Hydera- 
bad — Alarming disorders in Sindia’s territories — Ottdh reforms — Ghulam 
Muhammad’s petition for enhanced pension rejected— Arnott’s escape to 
Allahabad — Gujrage Misscr’s 7nission to Nepal — Complete anarchy in Assam 
— Capt. Symcs’s mission to Burma — Additional loan to Babcock. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 


T 


O the Honorable Conn of Directors &ca. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. We had the honor of addressing you from this Department on the 21st 
of March by die Dart packet, and we now transmit by your ship Royal Admiral 
and Lasccllcs a continuation of the detail forwarded by that opportunity. 


Fort St. George and its dependencies. 


2. Having taken into consideration, soon after die date of our last advices, 
the agreement which was entered into between the Governor of Fort Saint 
George on the part of the Company and His Highness 
Consn. 23d March. t j lc N a |j 0 k of die Carnadc for the better government 
of the Ramnadporam Districts, as well as His Lordship’s proceedings which 
contained a very satisfactory explanation of that agreement, we approved and 
confirmed it. 


3. We 
adopted by 

Consn. 3rd 
No. I. 


are concerned to acquaint you that the measures which were 
the Governor in Council with a view to the re-establishment of 
good order and government in the Vizianagram Zemin- 
April, darry were not attended with the success that was 
expected, several of die hill polygars being still in arms 1 
against the Company’s authority. The Government at Fort Saint George, 
having thus been disappointed in their efforts to induce a submission by 
lenient measures, came to die resolution of augmenting the troops in the dis- 
trict, and of compelling obedience by force of arms. To this end they sent 
such a reinforcement of Europeans in addition to the force already in the 
district as they trusted would be sufficient to restore tranquillity. Commodore 
Rainer, with a zeal whidi upon all occasions has marked his public conduct, was 
no sooner acquainted with die wish of the Madras Government to *send troops 
to .Vizagapatam on one of His Majesty’s ships than he readily offered to pro- 
ceed himself with die Suffolk on that service. 

4. The Nabob having written some time since to the Governor General 
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laying before you on the subject. We trust however that the Minister may 
be induced to persevere in the candid style of conduct, which he appears to 
have adopted in his late interviews with the Vizier, when he finds that our 
instructions to the Resident are to use his utmost influence to prevent Rajah 
Tickait Roy from receiving any personal insult or injury while he exerts 
himself in checking the abuses which at present exist in the revenue system of 
his master’s government. 

13. In continuation of what is stated in our last letter concerning 
Mr. Arnott, we have to acquaint you that, in consequence of orders issued by 
the Vizier to his Atimils in the D'ofib to prevent him from carrying any guns, 
muskets and military stores, provided or manufactured in His Excellency’s 
country, beyond its boundaries, intelligence was received that he was at a place 
called Cootc on the banks of the Jumna with five pieces of cannon and 200 
sepoys, and diat 900 armed men in his pay were encamped at Rajepore on the 
other side of that river, that he was still enlisting men and it was supposed 
would cross the Jumna at a place called Shapoor in three or four days, and that 
he was in negotiation with the Maratta chief, Ally Bahauder. 

14. Directions were, hereupon, sent by the Nabob to Mr. Arnott to deliver 
up the guns &ca., to Almass Ally Cawn, the Aumil of that part of the country, 
taking his receipt for them, and to desist from enlisting men, disbanding those 
already entertained ; and the Aumil was directed, in the event of Mr. Arnott’s 
declining to obey die order, to shut die passage over die Jumna against this 
gentleman, and any other European attempting to cross widiout an express 
permission from His Excellency, and against all military stores whatever ; and 
ultimately the Aumil was enjoined, in ease of disobedience on the part of 
Mr. Arnott, to endeavour to seize him and send him to Luenow. 

. IS. The extension of the order to all Europeans was rendered necessary, 
as a person named Mcssclburgh, either a Dutchman or a German, who was in 
the service of Sherf Ally Khan, had gone from Luenow a few days before, 
after embezzling some property belonging to his master and to others, and it 
was supposed had taken the road to join Mr. Arnott. 

16. The Commanding Officer at Cawnporc was desired by the Resident, 
at the Nabob’s request, to assist the Aumil in die execution of His Excellency’s 
orders with a military force, if applied for; and a letter was written to 
Mr. Arnott by the Resident, requiring him to attend to diosc orders without 
delay at his peril, considering himself responsible for all consequences of dis- 
obedience on his part. 

17. It being riot impossible that otiier Europeans besides Mr. Arnott. and 
the person we have mentioned might be engaged in similar transactions, the 
Commanding Officers at Cawnporc and Futtighur were requested by the Resi- 
dent to prohibit all Europeans whatever from passing beyond the frontiers, 
unless furnished with the express leave of the Governor General or the Nabob 
for that purpose. There is, in fact, a standing order to this effect. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca. 

21st of March, 1795. 

(Per Dart.) 



12 may 1795 


.417 • 


Raj all and the Bibbcc of Cannanorc having been investigated and rejected by 
the Commissioners, ive agreed with die Government of Bombay that he had 
no right to more dian die pecuniary allowance he received ; and we desired that 
he might be acquainted accordingly. 

7. - The plan, already mentioned, of establishing commercial factories at 

Onorc and Mangalore having been referred by the 

Cousn. 2/th March, Governor in Council at Bombay to die principal 
Nos. 19, 20, 21. . J f v 

European and native merchants there, we shall enclose 

copies of their answers. 

8. The subject being dius brought again before us, we have entered into 
die furdicr consideration of it. 

9. By the terms of the treaties with die sovereigns of Mysore in 1770 
and 1784, and in diat of Seringapatam, which confirms the commercial stipula- 
tions in those treaties, die Company have a declared right to build a commo- 
dious factory and warehouses at Onorc, as well as to purchase all the pepper 
and sandalwood produced in die Nabob’s territories, with the liberty to export 
from Mangalore and odicr ports whatever rice diey may want for Tellicherry. 
But, notwidistanding diesc stipulations, no trade has been carried on since the 
year ‘1780 at die ports of Tippoo’s dominions ; and, as it is evident that it could 
not be prosecuted widi advantage to the public or to individuals while the 
sovereign of the country is inimical to it, it appears to us that a claim founded 
on the treaty of 1770 might be attended with much embarrassment. 

10. The stipulations in diat treaty are litde short of the terms of an 
offensive and defensive alliance ; and although they must be under- 
stood to have been done away by die Treaty of Seringapatam, with the 
tenor and terms of which they arc incompatible, the article containing 
diem remains unrepealed, and Tippoo Sultaun might demand our perform- 
ance of die condition expressed in die Treaty of 1770, or disclaim such as are 
binding upon himself ; and the alternative would involve us in a predicament 
which we must desire to avoid. 

11. But, setting aside die treaties referred to as the grounds of a claim 
to die establishment of factories at Onorc and Mangalore, we may conjecture 
that Tippoo Sultaun has litde inclination to invite or encourage the British 
commerce at his ports ; or we must at least think it very imprudent to advise 
any attempt on die part of die merchants to carry on the trade without some 
degree of securiy as to his disposition towards it and the protection they might 
trust to in conducting it. We dierefore deem it, upon the whole, advisable 
to defer for die present the establishment of factories at Onore and Mangalore 
until a favorable opportunity may offer for it or for the discussion of a new 
commercial engagement with Tippoo Sultaun on principles less objectionable 
dian those founded on the treaties in question. But we have requested the 
Government of Bombay to call upon the Supravisor of Malabar for his opinion, 
formed upon any circumstances or information that may have reached him, 
how far Tippoo Sultaun appears to be disposed or disinclined to the admission 
of the British trade into his ports or to enter into a commercial treaty with the 
Company. 

12. We shall transmit in the packet a copy of a letter .which we wrote 

Vol. xvn— 27 
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Consn. 10 April, 
No. 5. 

Consn. 17 April, 
No. 35. 


io inform him of the death of die Rajah of Colastry 2 , His Highness’s claim to 
a peshcush and increase of tribute on die appointment 
of a successor, and his intention to resume certain talooks 
held by the deceased Rajah and include diem in his own 
khalsa possessions, it was admitted that His Highness’s 
right to demand a peshcush from the new Rajah on his succession was con- 
formable to the , established usage of Hindostan which prescribes diis 
acknowledgment from a vassal to his sovereign. His Highness was acquaint- 
ed. that die same custom prevailed in Bengal, but that the amount of die 
peshcush and nuzzerannah received by the Company was small, and that from 
reasons of policy and justice even this had been altogether relinquished here ; 
that .widi respect to his demands of an cncreasc of tribute from the new Rajah, 
and His Highness’s, intention to include the talooks in his own jaghier, the 
demise of a polygar or zemindar of any description could not authorize an 
enhancement in die amount of the tribute fixed by the treaty 3 and specified in 
the schedule annexed to it ; that if any increase should be allowable, it must 
be demanded upon other principles as mentioned at the time the treaty was 
setded ; and that die terms of it equally opposed the resumption of the talooks, 
the revenues of which as well as of 4 the other parts of the possessions of the 
Colastrian Rajah were assigned to the management of die Company. 


. Bombay and its dependencies. 

5. We shall transmit to your Honorable Court by die present dispatch 
a copy of a letter which we wrote on the IOdi of last month to the Governor in 

Council at Bombay in answer to his dispatches of the 
C° n -30J March, 5 igth and 28th of February upon subjects relative .to your 
new possession in the province of Malabar, vizt., the 
state of the coinage at Calicut, the check given to the slave trade in Malabar, 
supplies of rice from Mangalore, and the utility of establishing commercial 
, factories at that setdement and Onorc upon which we 

C ° nSt No ° 1 P ” ’ observed that the proposition would be considered when 
an opportunity should offer of opening a negociation 
with Tippoo Sultaun on the subject. We notified also our intention to avail 
ourselves of the same opportunity to adjust (as proposed in the Report of the 
late Commissioners) the undetermined right of Tippoo Sultaun or of the Com- 
pany to the district of Wynaad ; and we deshed in die mean time, and without 
deciding on this . question between Tippoo and the Company, that as the 
Koorimnaad Rajah continued in the undisturbed possession of the district, he 
might be called upon to pay a reasonable revenue for it from the current year 
as long as he held that possession. We concurred in the terms of the answer 
of the Bombay Government to the Supravisor respecting the substitution of 
a money payihent for the pepper grown in the Northern Division of Malabar, 
leaving the product to be sold by the cultivator as in the Southern Division : 
and we expressed our hope that we should receive early information of the 
settlements concluded by the Supravisor in the Northern Division for the pre- 
sent year, as well as of the completion of those in the Southern Division for the 
period of five years. 

6. The claim of Hyat Saheb to the lands in dispute between the Cherical 
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action took place between some of die corps of the two armies ; die day was 
lost in alarm and indecision, and towards sunset the army of the Nizam halted 
on the bank of a river. There is no reason to suppose any effectual impedi- 
ments to die continuance of the march towards Puranda on the next morning ; 
but at eleven at night the Nizam gave orders for a precipitate retreat to the 
small fort of Kurdlah at die foot of die gauts, where he shut himself up. - 

17. The Mahrattas, surprized at die unexpected success of a skirmish in 
which die loss on both sides is not computed to exceed 150 men, knew well 
how to take advantage of it. The distress of die Nizam’s army for provisions 
was extreme ; and although, as it has since appeared, his troops had the means 
of foraging, they were cither ignorant of diem, or too much terrified to avail 
themselves of the knowledge. The retreat of the Nizam by re-ascending the 
gauts was impracticable, and no supplies could reach his army, the encreasing 
distress of which occasioned daily and multiplied desertions. 

18. In diis situation, widi an army dispirited but not defeated, the Nizam 
was compelled to submit to die terms prescribed by the Pcshwah. A negotia- 
tion through the Nizam’s Minister Azcem ul Omrah was peremptorily 
refused ; his dismission or surrender seems to have been a stipulation insisted 
upon by die Pcshwah, and die difficulty of concession appears to have delayed 
die termination of the negotiation. The difficulty was ultimately removed by 
die extraordinary measure adopted by Azecm ul Omrah himself, of delivering 
himself up to die Pcishwah, by whom he was received with apparent civility, 
but was immediately placed in a strict confinement, where he has since remained. 
The conduct of Azcem ul Omrah in this instance appears to have been in- 
fluenced by a motive of self-preservation, from the apprehended resentment 
of Ills numerous enemies in die Nizam’s Court. 

19. During the discussion, the Nizam remonstrated with our Resident, 
in terms of reproadi, diat our mediation had not been as effectual as it ought 
to have been, and diat it ought to have been accompanied by a declaration 
diat die prosecution of hostility against him by the Mahratta[s] would dissolve 
the friendship between diem and die Company. To this representation, arising 
probably from the pressing anxiety and embarrassments of the Nizam, the 
Resident very properly replied in terms of conciliation and explanation, in 
strict conformity to diose principles of neutrality which we have invariably 
professed and followed. The representation had in fact been frequendy urged 
by the Minister and as often repelled. 

20. The terms of pacification, as far as we can collect diem from the 
information of the Resident at Poonah and an unofficial paper of news 
transmitted by Captain Kirkpatrick, appear to be as follows: — the payment of 
three crores of rupees, vizt., 

In full of arrears of chout ... ... ... 1,50,00,000 

Reimbursement of equipment and losses ... ... 85,00,000 10 

Balance of an engagement for one crore of rupees with 

Scindia through Azeem ul Omrah ... ... 65,00,000 


Total rupees ... 3,00,00,000. 

i 

The surrender of a territory yielding 35 lacks of /rupees with some conditions 
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on - the 24th ultimo to the Bombay Government upon a reference they made 
to us on the subject of your orders directing a further 
ConSI No. 4 U Pnl ' inquiry into the charge preferred by the Bibbee of 
Cannanore against General Macleod*. The letter contains 
our own instructions upon this subject, given with a view to the object of 
those from your Honorable Court, and we trust will receive your approbation. 

13. In the 40th and subsequent paragraphs of our letter dated 30th 
December, 1794, we had the honor of laying before you a detail of what had 
passed between this Government and that of Bombay relative to an applica- 
tion made by die Danes for die restituuon of the factory at Calicut, which 
had formerly belonged to that nation, but having been abandoned by their 
servants in the year 1788 when Tippoo took possession of the country with 

.his army, was afterwards ceded by him to the Allies 
by die Treaty of Scringapatam, and included in that 
share of die conquered country which was surrendered 
to the Company. We now transmit copies of the answer of the Danish Chief 
and Council at Tranquebar to the requisidon of die Bombay Government for 
the proofs upon which the claim of restitution was founded. 

14. The Supravisor of Malabar has been ordered to make a further inq uir y 
on this subject ; but we could not hesitate in the mean time to express an 

opinion that die explanations transmitted by the Govern- 
ment of Tranquebar, so far from their establishing a 
tide to die factory in question, appeared to us to 
demonstrate that it was abandoned during the war with Tippoo Sultaun, and, 
having consequendy been ceded by him to the Company, could not jusdy be 
reclaimed at this period by the Danish Government. 


Consn. 24 April, 
No. 3. 


Consn. 24 April, 
No. 4. 


The Nizam , Mahrattas and Tippoo Sultaun. 

15. Our address by the Dart 7 informed you of the situation of the Nizam 
at Purgong, about fourteen miles distant from die Mahratta camp. Wc shall 
now briefly state the most material subsequent events, including the termina- 
tion of hostilities between the Nizam and the Peshwah, referring for particulars 
to the transmitted copy of the correspondence of the Residents at Poonah and 
Hydrabad, as noticed in the margin 8 . 

16. From these documents it will evidently appear that the disgrace and 
misfortunes of the Nizam are imputable to his own pusillanimity. With an 
army nearly equal 9 in discipline, numbers and equipment to that of the 
Peshwah, he was induced, by the artful insinuations of the Mahratta agents 
stationed with him holding out the possibility of ah accommodation, to hesitate 
and delay his march at die very moment when he ought to have acted with 
the greatest vigour. When these expectations, which ought not for a moment 
to have been entertained, ended in disappointment, he descended from his 
station on the gouts with a view to proceed to the fort of Puranda ; and if he 
had prosecuted his march without delay, there is not a doubt that he might 
have accomplished the object of it. The appearance of a part of the Mahratta 
army widi a distant and unimpressive cannonade arrested his progress, and 
gave the Peshwah time to bring up his. forces; a skirmish rather .than an 
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Nawaub Nizam Ally Khan, a reference was made to us by the Resident at 
Lucnow respecting the answer which His Excellency 
Consn. 6th April. should return to the congratulations sent to him by the 
Mahratta chief on that occasion. We thought that any 
would be exceptionable, and however guarded in its language liable to mis- 
construction. His Excellency’s friendly connection with both parties seemed 
to recommend in this instance a certain degree of prudence and reserve, 
corresponding with the line very properly adopted by Sir Charles Malet, your 
Resident at die Court of the Peshwa, on a similar occasion upon the issue of 
the contest between the two powers. 

28. We received a letter, dated from Muttra the 6th of last month, from 
^Major Palmer 's acquainting us that he had had several interviews with Locawa 

_ Dada nnd..ChittQ LBaDO O: the delegates of Dowlat Row 

Scxndia, who expressed much satisfaction at his visit. It 
appears from Major Palmer’s information that these officers, who have lately 
succeeded to die administration of the Mahratta affairs in Hindostan, found 
them in a state of very alarming disorder: the revenues grossly mismanaged 
or embezzled, and the collections so reduced as to be very inadequate to the 
expences of government; the Deccan troops and Hindostanny irregulars 
mutinous and. disaffected for want of pay, and with difficulty restrained from 
die greatest outra ges by the corps under M. De Boigne ; the tributary Rajahs 
withholding their respective contributions, and preparing to resist the future 
exaction of them ; the Seeks ready to invade and ravage the western provinces, 
and probably both that nation and the n umerous Rajpoot princes meditating 
die acquisition of more solid and durable advantages from the war b etween 
the Pais hw a and the Nabob NiVam Ally Kha n. 

29. Under diese circumstances, it is probable that the situation of the 
Mahrattas in Hindosta n would have been too arduous for their strength and 

; resources, had die defeat of their army in the Deccan encouraged a general 
combination of the native powers in the north against them, and Major Palmer 
expresses his assurance that such a combination would, in that event, have 
taken place. 

| 30. The impatience with which those powers always bear the encroach- 

inents 12 and impositions of the Mahrattas was at this time, he observed, gready 
heightened by the heavy exactions which the N/iihs nf Dnw lar Rn w have 
been compelled by their pecuniary distresses to make upon the Raiahs ofr 
Birtpore and Macherr y 13 , to whom the late Mahajee Scindia was indebted 
for his safety and the recovery of his power after his defeat in Jeypore. _ 

31. It appears that the Rajah of the last mentioned district had made 
some progress towards levying a formidable body of troops, but had been 
checked in his design by the intelligence of the Paishwah’s succ ess and that 
Lacawa Dada 14 was marching towards Jeynagur to enforce the dismission of 
the new levies and the pavmpnr nf arrparc Q f tribute, both to Shaw Alln m and- 
to Sind ia. amounting to 15 lacks of ru pees. 

32. We recapitulate an important observation of Major Palmer that, if 
a judgement may be formed of the power and policy of the. Mahratta State 
from their Government in Hindostan, it is but ill qualified for permanent ^ 
conquest or civil administration, however formidable it may be from the mean \ - K , 
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of inferior moment, including durbar charges 1 ‘.to the Mahratta Ministers and 
a compensation to Ragojee Bhoslah, the Rajah of Bcrar. 

21. The engagement of skirmish happened on the’ 11th March and die 
Nizam commenced his march to Hydrabad on the 3d April. It was stopped 
by tlic prohibition of the Mahratta agent for a few hours. 

22. Many of die reflections suggested by this narrative have been anti- 
cipated in the Governor General’s minute of the. 18th of February last, and 
the consequences to die Nizam were long ago foreseen and pointed out to 
his Minister. Exclusively of an accession of wealth, territory and reputation, 
the Marrattas have now established an influence and controul over the Nizam 
from which he will never b'c able- to emancipate himself. To this influence 
we are compelled to attribute die dismission of the detachment stationed with 
die Nizam, which was notified to our Resident with an abruptness that fully 
proves the conclusion, although Mecr Allum, on die part of the Nizam, affects 
to attribute the return of the corps to .an economical arrangement. 

23. Under any other circumstances, we should have received the notifica- 
tion of its dismission with satisfaction, as we considered the services on .which 
it was employed by die Nizam not only delicate and hazardous but dis- 
graceful!. It is a justice due to Major Roberts who commanded the detachment 
-to mention the prudence and circumspection of his conduct in a variety of 
delicate situations, and we have communicated these sentiments to the 
Presidency of Fort Saint George, from which he was detached, with a desire 
that our acknowledgements may be notified to him. 

24. We have directed the Residents at Hydrabad and Poonah to furnish 
us with the best procurable details of the forces of the Nizam and Peshwah ; 
those of the latter have been estimated at 73,600 cavalry, 38,000 infantry and 
192 guns. One of the brigades under General De Boigne in the service of 
Dowlat Rao Scindia joined the Peshwah commanded by Monsieur Pcron, and 
the Nizam had with him 28 battalions under the command of Monsieur 
Raymond. These troops are clothed and disciplined after the European 
manner, and have many officers of different nations attached to .them, and 
constitute the strength of the infantry in the armies to which they belong. 

25. We shall not pretend to detail the consequences of the Peshwah's 
success and the Nizam’s degradation. It is our duty, as it will be our care, 
to watch with attention the progress of the Mahrattah’s ambition, which .is 
ever vigilant and prospective. The forces which they left in the northern parts, 
of Hindostan have at present sufficient employment in the subjection of 
numerous petty states, and some time must elapse before the return of the 
troops of Dowlat Rao Scindia to the north. ... 

26. Copies of the latest papers of intelligence which we have . received 

frorii Mysore will be sent numbers in the packet. They contain no informa- 
tion of an interesting nature. - 


Upper Provinces. 

27. The Commanding Officer of Dowlat Row Scindia’s troops in Indostan 
having advised the Nabob Vizier of the success of the Peshwah against the 
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of a letter, dated the 5th of last month, from the Resident at Luenow, a 
„ spontaneous assurance made to him by the Nabob Vizier 

that it was His Excellency^ intention to apply himself 
to the adjustment of the affairs of his Government, to discharge die heavy 
debts which had accumulated, and to secure the regular payments of the 
subsidy to the Company. These subjects leading to a general reform, whidi 
we had so long and so earnestly advised without success, were very soon 
afterwards discussed at a meeting desired by the Nabob himself between him 
and your Resident, and the interview closed with His Excellency’s giving 
directions to Rajah Tickait Roy to consult with Mr. Cherry on the state of 
affairs, by no means whatever to keep any matter secret from him, and to pay 
attention to what he might recommend. 


37. It appeared that His Excellency had already given orders for dis- 
charging six battalions of infantry, and that he proposed to discharge cavalry 
also and to discontinue several disbursements to people called Emtyazy , ls 
[a] description of pensioners ; but these measures arc trivial in comparison with 
the great reforms requisite ; and your Resident has advised Tickait Roy, as 
a first step, to prepare an account stating the receipts and disbursements in the 
gross from the dcadi of Hyder Beg Khan to the present time, the amount of 
debt existing at the death of that Minister, the debt which has accumulated 
since, and the interest payable on the aggregate, and to lay these statements 
before the Nabob. 


38. We approved generally of Mr. Cherry’s communications with His 

„ ... . .. Excellency in the interview between them; but there 

Consn. 2-uh Apnl. 1 , . , , , , . 

was an assurance which he made to him, as you will 

observe from his racital, that we thought it proper to notice, that “unless 
asked, it was the Governor General’s firm resolve not to intrude his recommen- 
dations upon him.” We considered this declaration not only unguarded, but 
inconsistent with the strong recommendations already pressed upon the Vizier 
by Marquis Cornwallis, and enforced by the Governor General. We were also 
of opinion that if the Vizier should think proper to take advantage of it, a 
circumstance to be apprehended from his habits and disposition, it would add 
to the embarrassments attending any future remonstrances we might be com- 
pelled to make on the subject of reform in his administration. 


39. We shall transmit in the packet a copy of the Governor General’s 
answer to Mr. Cherry’s letter, prescribing die principles and instruc- 
tions necessary for his general guidance in pursuing what has thus been 
commenced, to what termination we cannot judge. Experience admits of 
little reliance on the perseverance of the Nabob in the good intentions 
he has expressed to your Resident. At all events it is our duty to encourage 
and promote them. 


40. In the 15th paragraph of. our advices dated the 6th of March 1 ® by 
the Pitt, we acquainted you that the definitive agreement between the Rohilla 
chiefs and the Nabob Vizier had been concluded, and the Company’s engage- 
ment of guarantee for His Excellency’s observance of it ratified by the Governor 
General. 


41. We beg leave to refer your Honorable Court to the copies, sent in 
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which it possesses of ravage and devastation. The whole country under its 
subjection, from the Chumbul to the Gan ges, is in the most miserable state of 
.negle c t and diso rder ; the lands deserted and the cultivation so scanty as scarcely 
to supply subsistence to the remaining inhabitants ; the roads infested with 
numerous bands of robbers to such a degree as to render them impassable 
but to strong escorts, particularly in the neighbourhood of Delhi, where they 
are so formidable as to set the force of the Government at defiance and to 
menace even the city itself. 

In this disgraceful and ruinous condition of the country and Government, 
a large army is employed in seeking its own subsistence by exacting unjust 
contributions from the defenceless Rajahs of Hindostan, instead of repressing 
the violences and depredations committed in their own territories and protecting 
their own subjects and revenues. 

• 33. But to the obvious consequences of such a state of things, we think 
it necessary to oppose these reflections, that amongst the numerous indepen- 
dant Rajahs including that of Jeypore, we know not one who possesses 
sufficient energy of character and influence to combine and direct such a 
confederacy as would be requisite for opposing the Mahratta powers and 
encroachments ; that if a sense of danger occasionally suggests the idea of an 
union, it is rendered impracticable by mutual jealousy and distrust ; and that 
power which if confederated would prove an effectual check to the Mahratta 
ambition is ruined in detail from the causes which we have stated. 

34. . Major Palmer, in the course of his conversation with the Mahratta 
sirdars, perceived a jealousy of any intercourse or connection between the King 
and our Government ; and that although they were satisfied his visit' to the 
King was only complimentary, they would have been better pleased if he had 
dispensed with making it. As they could not decently oppose his journey, 
they endeavored to divert him from it by offers of providing him with suitable 
accommodations for his residence at any other place; but he very properly 
declined yielding to their wishes on this point, as it might have been considered 
as an acknowledgement of their right to exclude all other powers from com- 
munication with the King. He also advised us that they were very urgent 
with him to apply for our permission to make some place in Scindia’s 
dominions his abode until Dowlut Row should return to Hindostan. 

35. We have approved of his visit to the Mahratta chieftains and have 
left it to his discretion to repeat it as often as he may think proper; but we 
do not admit the expediency of his residence within the limits of Scindia’s 
dominions during the absence of Dowlut Rao. We recommended his inatten- 
tion to the wishes of Dowlut Rao Scindia’s Naibs against his prosecuting his 
■visit to Delhi; and although we cannot admit of any interference on the part 
of the Mahrattas in respect to our communications with the King or any of 
the powers of India, we have desired him to make choice of some place within 
the Vizier’s country for his residence in preference to Delhi. No political, 
object can be answered by his continuance there ; and although we are not 
disposed to pay attention to Mahratta jealousy, we are disposed to avoid any 
measure that is likely to excite it unnecessarily. 

36. Your Honorable Court will observe, upon perusing the enclosed copy 
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48. Major Palmer, your. Resident with Dowlut Row Sindia, has been 
instructed to make application in friendly terms to Ally Behaudre to deliver 
up Messrs. Arnott and Bellassis as subjects of this 
Consn. 10 April. Government,- who, after having been guilty of a public 

offence, have fled from its jurisdiction ; and Sir Charles Malet has been desired 
to promote the object of it by a similar application to the Court of Poonah. 


Nepaul. 

49. We advised your Honorable Court, in our General Letter dated the 
4th of February, of our intention to send on a commission to Napaul Abdul 
Khauder Khan, the person who was employed in negotiating the commercial 
treaty with the Rajah of that country ; and a copy of his instructions was at 
the same time transmitted to you. The Rajah shewing himself disinclined to 
this deputation, which was authorized by the terms of the commercial treaty, 
Abdul Khauder’s journey was delayed ; and the Resident at Benares, who 
has been in correspondence with the Napaul Rajah for several years, sent 
Gudrage Misser to Napaul to remove the scruples or apprehensions that 
appeared to have obtained with the Rajah relative to Abdul Khauder’s going 
to Cutmandu. This has been effectually accomplished by Gudrage Misser, 
who procured an invitation from die Napaul Rajah to Abdul Khauder to 
proceed without delay with apologies for his former objections, and he has 
proceeded accordingly. 

50. We had suspected that Durmanaut Appadiah, the late vakeel on 
the part of the Rajah at Calcutta, had an interest in counteracting the establish- 
ment of the system of commerce and connection, which it had been the object 
of this Government to effect with that of Nepaul, from his jealousy of any 
intercourse between us through other channels than his own, and from the 
advantages which he derived from an exclusive trade ; and we are now con- 
firmed in our belief that the Rajah’s apparent disinclination to the measure 
had its origin in the intrigues and influence of this man, whose return to 
Napaul preceded the Rajah’s letter dissuading the journey of Abdul Cadeer. 
If this should be the case, it affords us encouragement to hope that the objects 
of the expedition may be ultimately fulfilled. A copy of a minute laid before 
us by the Governor General on this subject and copies of the papers to which 
it refers will be sent numbers in the packet. 

51. The allowances assigned to Abdul Khuder Khan on the present service 
are the same as those which were, given to him on his two former journies to 
Nepaul. 


Assam. 


52. We are not now much interested in the affairs of Assam, having 
withdrawn all interference whatever in them on the recall of Captain Welsh’s 
battalion. But we think it proper to acquaint you that, 
on the deposition of the old Surge Deo by his subjects, 
-one of the great grandsons of their antient Rajah, by 
name Sree Rajesser Sing 18 ,- "was substituted in the Rauje of Gohatty in his 


Consn. 30th March. 
Do. 10th April. 
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this packet, of n letter from Mr. Cherry, tinted the 13th of March, with 
its enclosure, relative to some points since discussed with 
Consn. 23rd March. Nnss.tr UUn Khan’s vahecl concerning the late nrrnngc- 
tnents at Ramporc ; and we shall transmit with them a 
copy of the Governor General's answer upon those points. Yon will also 
receive in the packet a copy of a letter received on the 6th ultimo by the 
Governor General from Golaum Mahomed Khan soliciting an increase to the 
sum (vist,, eighteen thousand rupees per annum) allowed for his maintenance, 
and that the same income might he granted to him that he enjoyed in die 
life time of his father, the late Fyzooln Khan : and in the same letter he 
requested, if the increase should not he allowed, permission to make a 
pilgrimage to Mecca by the way of Calcutta and Bombay. 

42. Under all these circumstances of his case, we did not think him 
entitled to any increase of his allowance; and this determination was notified 
to him, with a reference to the occurrences which had placed him in his present 
situation, hut without any recital of them. It was recommended to him to 
send for his family from Ramporc and to remain at Benares in full security 
under the protection of our Government ; or, he was at lilioriy to prosecute 
his proposed pilgrimage to Mecca. 

43. Mr. Duncan has been instructed to pay to Golam Mahomed Khan 
what was due for his allowance from the 1st of December, 1794. the date fixed 

by agreement, and to continue to discharge it monthly, 
Consn. 27th April. carrying the sum to account in the same manner as 
is done with respect to the pension allowed by the Nabob MuzufFer Jung of 
Fcrocabad to his brodicr Dil Dilcrc Khan. 


45. IT We arc since informed that Golatim Mahomed Khan has left Benares, 
and is on his way to the Presidency. This resolution was adopted and executed 
by him on the receipt of the Governor General’s reply to his application. 


46. We shall transmit in the packet a copy of a short minute laid before 
us by die Governor General in respect to the conduct of Mr. T. M. Amott 
which was mentioned in our two last letters. Upon 
Cons. 3d April. hearing of the parties sent to apprehend him, lie made 
his escape towards Allahabad, leaving behind the whole or a principal part 
of his private baggage and the military stores lie had collected ; and these 
were seized by the Nabob’s Aumils. The private baggage has been given up, 
but we have advised the Nabob to retain the military stores, although an 
indirect pretention was made to them as the property of Ally Behaudre after 
Mr. Arnott arrived in his camp. 


47. There being every reason to believe that Mr. J. H. Billasscs has now 
proceeded tp join Mr. Arnott, or to enter into the 
service of die country powers, we have determined that 
lie has by liis conduct totally forfeited any claim to die 
Company’s protection, and, in the same manner as lias 
been directed widi respect to Mr. Arnott, diat he shall 
be apprehended and sent to die Presidency, if lie shall be found at any time 
within die precincts of die Nabob’s dominions, ' 


Consn. 23d March. 
27 Do. 

30 Do. 

3d April. 

24th Do. 
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Commissioners, and of our answer to it, in which we endeavored to remove the 


Consn. 10th April. 


apprehension they were under of a visit from the French, 
and assured them that according to the intelligence that 


might be received of the enemy’s hostile purposes, the zeal and vigilance of 


Commodore Rainer, the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s squadron in 
India, would be promptly directed to counteract them, as far as that could be 


effected by the force under His Excellency’s command. 


58. You arc advised, in our letter of die 6di of March, of an advance 
of money we had made to Mr. Adam Babcock, and the circumstances that 
occasioned it, to enable him to pursue his voyage to Europe. He lately 
transmitted to us a copy of a decree of the Court of Admiralty at Fort .William 
respecting die damage and costs of the American ship Enterprize, (which we 
have had transcribed and shall forward in another copy by this dispatch) and, 
as the decree of die Court was conditional of the payment (sic) were made here 
or made in England, he made application to us to be informed whether it would 
be agreeable to us to close the business here, either in behalf of the Company 
or in behalf of the captors or both, deducting what he had already received, 
and promising, in case the payment were made here, to execute either his 
assignment or discharge, as the case might be, of the judgement and decree 
of the Court in his favor in the cause of the ship Enterprize. 

59. Copies of this letter, dated the 28th ultimo, and of the answer sent 
to it by our directions on the 30th will be transmitted numbers in the packet. 
You will observe that we did not consent to discharge the amount decreed by 
the Supreme Court against the captors of that ship. 

60. On the same day, the 30th of April, Mr. Babcock represented to us 
that he found a deficiency of his funds to clear him from Bengal, of about 
two thousand five hundred rupees, owing to the extraordinary expences incident 
to finishing the cause of the Enterprize in Court, and the ship’s extra expences 
from this unexpected detention, and earnestly requested our assistance in 
granting him this small sum on the same terms that the former grant was 
made to him. Considering the unimportance of the amount, we consented 
to its being advanced to him on the terms he mentioned, and we inclose a 
copy of the acknowledgement he delivered for it. 

61. We transmit to you by this dispatch copies of a letter dated the 20th 
of March and of its enclosures, which we received on the 4th instant from 
the Resident at Grain, advising us of the prospect there was that he should be 
able to bring the long pending dispute with the Bacha of Bagdat to a speedy 
and honorable termination, and that the Bacha appeared to be seriously 
inclined to take the measures which were necessary to induce Mr. Manesty 
to effect the re-establishment of the British factory at Bussorah. 


Fort William, 
the 12th May, 1795. 

(Per Royal Admiral .) 


We have the honor to be, 
Honorable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants.' 
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place, since which there has been another revolution. The new Rajah has 
been assassinated, but by whom he is succeeded we are not informed. 

Burmas. 

53. According to our orders to Lieutenant Colonel Erskine, advised in 
our letter to your Honorable Court, dated the 6th of March, the prisoners 

Pulong, Quey Poke, and Queytagongning were delivered 
Consn. 13th April. U p to t ^ e p a j a h Q f the Subah, the Judge of Arracan, 

and the Receiver of the Revenues, these three persons having been deputed 
by the Viceroy to take charge of them. Lieutenant Colonel Erskine explained 
our instructions to the prisoners and to the officers who received them, and 
the latter assured him that, as far as rested with them, a strict attention should 
be paid to our wishes. 

54. We have the satisfaction to acquaint you that Captain Symes 1 ", whom 
we deputed to the Court of Ava for the purposes stated in his instructions, of 
which a copy has been transmitted to you, arrived at Rangoon on the 20th 
of March. He advises us that every mark of attention and respect due to 
the agent of the British Government was shewn to him at his first introduction, 
and that several of the principal members of the Government of Rangoon 
went down the river to meet him, but that their actions still evinced distrust 
and jealousy, and that their conduct, until within the two days preceding the 
date of his letter, was such as to render his speedy return to Bengal a probable 
circumstance. Captain Symes now hoped, however, they were satisfied that 
their suspicions were groundless, suspicions, which he believed, were incited 
by others rather than originating with themselves. They had done away those 
indications of distrust which were manifested during the first week of his 
residence, and he was sanguine in the expectation of attaining in the end the 
objects of his deputation. He was to set out on the next day (the 31st of 
March) to pay his respect to the Rajah of Pegu at the antient city of that 
name, about 70 miles distant from Rangoon. He had been informed that 
the Rajah proposed to go soon to Ava, and advises us that until he had visited 
him nothing could be determined relative to his further journey. 

55. We shall remark on the information of Captain Symes that it contains 
only what we had reason to expect. It was natural to suppose that his deputa- 
tion would meet with some obstacles ; but, in the confidence of its ultimate 
success, we were not alarmed at the prospect of intervening difficulties. 

Miscellanea. 

56. We think it necessary to mention to you the subject of letters which 
we received on the 7th of last month from the Commissioners General at 
Batavia and the Director and Council at Chinsurah, upon apprehensions they 
entertained of an expedition meditated at the French Islands against Batavia 
and Java with a force, the strength of which was variously reported, one account 
making it to consist of six frigates or privateers, another twelve, and another 
eighteen ; and they solicited speedy assistance from us, having no expectation 
of the arrival of any ships of war at Batavia from Europe. 

57. We shall transmit in ' the packet copies of the letter from the 
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and arbitrary exaction, we deemed ourselves authorized to. assume a sum pro- 
portionate to die annual tribute, which, in addition thereto, might be paid 
widiout distressing die polygar, or depreciating die right of sovereignty in- 
tended to be secured to His Highness by treaty. 

5. We arc informed that in consequence of diese instructions, and at 
Lord Hobart’s suggestion, it had been determined that a sum not exceeding 
one lack of rupees should be paid by the Rajah of Colastry to the Nabob as 
a nuzzor on his investiture, 

6. Copies of Lord Hobart’s minute on this subject and copies of His 
Lordship’s letters to -die Nabob and die Rajah of Colastry will be sent numbers 
in die packet. 

7. We beg leave to refer to the accompanying copies of a letter and its 

enclosures from the Madras Government relative to the 

C ° nS No 6t 2 3 Ul ‘ ,> information which diey had received from the Resident 
’ at Hydrabad, of the presumed intention of several French 

officers, prisoners of war oh parole at Pondicherry, to join Monsieur Raymond, 
who commands a corps in the Nizam’s service, and stating the measures which 
they adopted in consequence. 

8. It is sufficient to observe that these intentions, if they actually existed, 

Consn. 15 June, have been effectually defeated. 

No. 8. 

Consn. 13 th July, 

No. 7. 

The Nabob Nizam Ally Khan, the Mahrattas, and Tippoo Sultaun. 

9. Our last dispatches by die Royal Admiral communicated the progress 

and conclusion of hostilities between the Nizam and the 

(Vide the 15 and sue- Peshwah, and the terms of pacification as far as we were 
cccding paragraphs.) ^ informcd of them . • 

10. We have now die honor of laying before you a copy of the treaty, 

Consn. 12 June, officially communicated by the Nizam’s orders to your 

No. 2. Resident at his Court. 


11. It is comprized in a single article, confirming all the stipulations of 
the Treaty of Eedghir®, excepting those contained in the 3d article of it, which 
Consn. 12 June, has a reference to any eventual conquests of territory 
No. 1 . possessed by Tippoo Sultan. This article is declared to 

be suspended for the present on account of the treaty concluded between the 
three States with Tippoo Sultaun. The Peshwah acknowledges the right of 
of the Nizam to Adone and Kurnoul, but asserts his claim to a choute from 
these districts, and his right to exact 'the payment of it, if it should not be 
regularly discharged. 


12. The late cessions of country are not specifically mentioned in the 
treaty. The reasons assigned to your Resident for the 
omission are that these stipulations, being mere matter of 
detail, were not of sufficient importance to be enumerated 
in an instrument, the object of which was to restore the 
ancient political union of the two States ; but a copy of the subsidiary 


Consn. 26th 
. No. 2. 
Consn. 12th 
No. 5. 
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The Palcgar of Kulalutsli ( Colastry ) to pay only one lakh of rupees to the 
Ntnvab of the Carnatic as nazarana — Terms of the peace treaty between the 
Nizam and the Marathas — Col. Raymond’s corps sent by the Nizam to quell 
disturbances in Ctiddapah : Company’s objection and its withdrawal — Rebellion 
of Prince Ali Jah and the Nizam’s demand for military aid : Madras Govern- 
ment’s objections— Five year revenue settlement in Malabar— Survey and 
settlement of the Laccadives : opening of the islands to free trade — Slackness 
in the fulfilment of the pepper contract by Travancorc — Surrender of Arnott — 
Refusal to hand over the wives and families of the Burmese fugitives — 
Capt. Symes at Pegu — Regular forces withdrawn from internal duties. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

To die Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. "We have now the honor to transmit, in continuation of our dispatches 
by die Royal Admiral and Lasccllcs, the detail of such events as have since 
occurred. 

Fort St. George and its dependencies. 

2. In the 4di paragraph of our address by die Royal Admiral 1 , we 
acquainted you widi die claim preferred by His Highness the Nabob of Arcot 
to a pesheush and increase of tribute on die appointment of a successor to the 
late Rajah of Calastry with our sentiments upon it. 

3. Upon a further reference from Fort Saint George, It appeared that 
the Nabob was by no means disposed to limit his demands to the amounts 
which he had recommended, on the contrary that he had resolved to adhere 
to the ancient practice of extorting as mudi as possible from the new Rajah. 

4. Upon this reference, after a full discussion of the rights and claims 
of His Highness, we communicated to the Government of Fort Saint George 

our concurrence with their opinion on the policy of 
C“sn *h June, . restricting His Highness’s' demands on the polygars as 
• ‘ ' far as might be consistent with the treaty of 1792; that 

we should feel much- satisfaction if the moderate rate proposed by them and 
corresponding -with the former usage in Bengal were made the standard for the 
present and all future similar cases; but that, if the Nabob .could not be 
persuaded to acquiesce, and if by the established usage of the country he were 
entitled to a higher fine of investiture from the Rajah of Colastria, we were of 
opinion that the treaty of 1792 required the reservation of the Nabob’s right 
to it, provided the exercise of it were compatible with the , realization of the 
tribute ; if, on the contrary, as we presumed as probable, the law of usage were 
indefinite, considering the difficulty of drawing a line between just demand 
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opportunity presented itself ; that the measure was liable to embarassing mis- 
construction ; and drat die world, judging from appearances only, might attri- 
bute His Highness’s conduct to motives foreign to those sentiments of regard 
which he had long and constantly professed, and which it was our sincere wish 
to cultivate. 

21. We furdrer instructed die Resident, if these representations had not 
their effect, to adopt the language of remonstrance, and ultimately acquaint 
His Highness diat, if die detachment were not recalled, we should be compelled, 
widi whatever reluctance, to advance a body of troops towards our frontiers. 

22. It is proper to add diat die Nizam had been sufficiendy apprized of 
die principles and conduct of the French to be enabled to judge of die atten- 
tion due to the representation directed to be eventually made to him ; but 
before our instructions reached the Resident he had agreed, with a view to pre- 
vent die continuance of any part of Raymond’s corps on our frontier, to a 
proposal of die Nizam’s diat, if die reduced force ordered to Curpah should 
prove insufficient for the service there, the Company should undertake to 
perform it by a detachment of their own troops, under stipulations respecting 
the payment of diem. 

23. Soon after diis arrangement, on the 28th of June, the Prince Ali Jah, 
die Nizam's eldest son, suddenly fled from Hydrabad, accompanied by the 
former Sonbahder of that place, and by Suddasheo Reddy, a considerable 
zemindar in His Highness’s dominions ; and, on the same day. His Highness 
signified to the Resident his desire to be furnished, as expeditiously as possible, 
in conformity to treaty, with a detachment of the Company’s troops of the 
stipulated strengdi, and that they should proceed direedy to Hydrabad. 

24. The Resident, after some discussion which had for its object the total 
removal of die French corps from Kurpah and the prevention of its return 
diere, finally agreed to recommend an immediate compliance with the Nizam's 
requisition, as well as with his application for an additional force to be stationed 
in Kurpah, provided it could be conveniently spared; and we not only con- 
firmed diese recommendations, but agreed also, as a proof of our friendly dis- 
position towards His Highness, that the pay of the detachment should com- 
mence from the date of its actual march, although we were authorized by treaty 
to insist upon the advance of a month’s subsidy. 

25. We at the same time wrote to the Government of Fort St. George 
to give the necessary directions for carrying into execution the whole of the 
stipulations made by the Resident with die Nizam, as noticed in a letter from 
him to the Governor General, of which he had transmitted a copy to Fort 
St. George, vizt., for the immediate march of the detachment stipulated by 
treaty towards Hydrabad, and to afford, if practicable, assistance to the Nizam’s 
authority in Kurpah from the adjacent station of Indigherry on application 
from His Highness’s principal officer in that district. 

26. This last measure, which the Resident at Hydrabad was induced 
to encourage with the view already mentioned (to prevent the employment of 
a foreign force on our boundary), having appeared to Lord Hobart, who 
addressed the Governor General on the subject from Ganjam,. not only 
impracticable under the present employment of our military force, but 
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engagement, containing a specification of the ceded districts, has been subse- 
quently communicated to your Resident, not without considerable reluctance. 

13. Of the districts mentioned in this agreement, many of them are so 
blended in situation with the territories of the Nizam that the possession of 
them by the Mahrattas must be productive of inconvenience and possibly of 
danger to His Highness, sensible of which he has endeavoured, as we are 
informed, by soliciting it as a personal favor to have them exchanged for 
others not exposed to the same objections. It is probable, however, that the 
Mahrattas will not readily assent to a request which has a tendency to emanci- 
pate the Nizam from an interference which it is their object to maintain. 

14. We have the satisfaction to observe that (unless any articles of the 
treaty should have been withheld) the two States have given a convincing 
proof of their disposition to adhere to the Treaty of Seringapatam in all matters 
relating to themselves, the Company, and Tippoo Sultaun. 

15. We have the honor of transmitting in the packet copies of the official 

• . communications which have taken place between the 

; Consin^8ili ^June, p Q ona Ministry and Sir Charles Malet on the subject 

‘ ’ 'of the treaty, merely as they tend to elucidate those that 
have passed between His Highness the .Nizam and your Resident at Hydrabad. 

16. By the advices received to the period of our last dispatches, the Nizam 
was then on his return to his capital, which he reached without much delay. 
He appears to have been greatly embarassed in the selection of a successor to his 
late Minister Auzim ul Omrah, who still remains under restriction at Poonah, 
and no arrangement of his administration appears yet to have been formed. 

17. On a reference to the proceedings noted on the margin, you will find 
the communication of a resolution adopted by the Nizam to detach a consi- 
derable proportion of the troops under Monsieur Raymond to Kurpah, a dis-, 
trict which joins the Northern Circars. The motive assigned for this measure 
was to quell disturbances in that quarter, for which purpose the troops under 
Raymond were'better qualified than any others in the service of His Highness. 

18. It further appears that Monsieur Raymond and his officers were parti- 
cularly sollicitous to obtain an establishment in Kurpah, and also that they 
have strongly imbibed the principles of their countrymen in Europe. . 

19. The eventual dangers from a force commanded by, French officers 
being stationed on the frontiers of our territories occasioned a representation 
from your Resident, in consequence of which the quota of troops originally 
destined for the service of Kurpah was much reduced; but, we thought it 
expedient to endeavor, by a formal representation to the Nizam, to procure 
their entire recall. 

20. Your Resident was directed to support it by urging to His Highness 
the danger which might result, both to his own Government and that of his 

allies, from stationing on the British frontiers, beyond 
Consi jj 0 15 g 1 ^ une> the reach of his immediate controul, a large body of 
troops under the command of men to whose principles 
he could not be a stranger, and who might be induced to prefer the interests 
of tlieii own countrymen to their allegiance to him, whenever a . favourable 
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' 34. At the same, time, the security of the Company’s _ possessions being 
paramount' to all other considerations - , and Lord Hobart appearing to be of 
opinion that the state of our military- force; particularly since the late embar- 
kations, was insufficient to authorize any detachment towards Kurpah in 
addition to the two stipulated, -battalions, we left the: final decision upon the 
Nizam’s application to His Lordship’s discretion, and advised the Resident 
accordingly. . .. , 

35: It is possible that die exigency of the case m,ay not be so great as it 
first appeared ; and we arc happy in being able to add that the division of 
Raymond’s corps, intended, for Kurpah, has been since employed to quell 
other disturbances in Adoni and Rachore. ..... 

■ 36. By the latest accounts from Hydrabad, it appears that Monsieur 
Raymond had been successful in his expedition against the fort of Undah. 
We have no reason to conclude that the revolt of the Nizam’s son has been 
instigated or encouraged by the Mahrattas. On the contrary, we are rather 
disposed to admit die information communicated to us through the Resident 
at Hydrabad that die Peshwah will support the Nizam against the rebellion 
of Suddashco Reddy and his son jto any requisite extent. 

37. In the 24th paragraph of our last dispatch, we transmitted for your 
information the fullest and most accurate accounts we had. been able to pro- 
cure of die strengdi of the Mahratta army as well as- of the state of its general 
equipment during the late campaign against the Nizam. 

38. We have now the honor to forward a number in the packet a similar 
detail relative to die force and state of preparation of His Highness’s army 
on that occasion. 

39. Copies of die dispatches, in any respect material, that we have received 
from Hydrabad and Poona since the date of our last advices will be sent 
numbers in die packet. 

40. The advices from- the Mysore country” contain nothing of importance. 

Consn. 22d May, 

Nos. 5 & 6. Consn. 5th ■ - 
June, Nos. 6, 7, 8 & 

9. Consn. 22nd June, t 

Nos. 3, 4 & 5. Consn. 

2d [3d] July, No. 3. 

Consn. 13th July, No. 

4. Consn. 27th July, 

No. 5. Consn. 1st Au- ‘ ' . .. 

gust, No. . — . Consn. 

7th August, No. — . ' • • • : f ; 

, Bombay and its dependencies. 

41. The administration of the province ot Malabar since the resignation 
of Mr. Farmer has been ably and successfully conducted by his successor, 
Mr. Stevens. 

42. The introduction of die regulations for the .province in general has 
been effected widi more facility in the Soudiern than in die Northern Division. 
To establish them in this last Division; it became ’necessary for the Supravisor 
to proceed there himself with a military force of sufficient strength to prevent 
opposition, and this measure accordingly received; our sanction. At die- same 

Vol. XVH— 28 
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generally exceptionable on grounds of policy and the discipline of our troops, 
we thought it necessary to point out to him the reasons which influenced our 
resolutions on this subject ; and, for your full information, shall repeat them 
in this place. 

27; That we equally regretted with His Lordship the obligation imposed 
upon us by die treaty 3 to furnish the Nizam on his requisition with a detach- 
ment of our troops ; and our instructions to the Resident at Iiydrabad had 
long ago conveyed our sentiments to him and our wishes that die troops could 
be relieved from the disgraceful services on which they were too often employed. 
But as die obligations of die treaty widi respect to die surrender of Gun tore 
had been fulfilled by die Nizam, this consideration gave additional weight 
to die Nizam’s claim to our assistance under die same treaty. 

28. The desire of die Nizam for additional assistance stood upon different 
grounds ; and for a compliance with it, if practicable, die following considera- 
tions occurred. 

29. That the preservation of the Nizam’s power is of importance to die 
Company cannot be doubted ; 'and it is therefore our interest to support his 
Government as far as it can be done with a probability of success, and widiout 
•much inconvenience, or die risk of involving ourselves in die consequences of 
its subversion, an event which, however probable, it is essentially for our 
advantage to protract without calculating die possible consequences of it. 

30. If the values and importance of our friendship and assistance arc to 
be estimated by the exigency for diem, dierc is no period in which the grant 
of diem could be made with more favourable impression and effect than under 
the present circumstances of loss and disgrace sustained by the Nizam in his 
late contest -with the Marattas, the disappointment of his expectations of our 
interposition, die embarassments in his Government by the insurrection of his 
subjects, the defection of his son, and even die fears of the Nizam for his 
personal safety. 

31. If the commotions excited by Suddasheo Reddy, and in Kurpah, 
should not be speedily quelled, they might lead to disturbances in other parts 
of his dominions ; and if, by the moderate assistance proposed to be given to 
the Nizam in addition to that which we are bound to furnish by treaty, the 
progress of commotion and disaffection in his dominions should be stopped, 
we establish a claim upon the attachment of our ally by rendering him an 
important service at the expence of little exertion. 

32. The recall of Raymond’s corps from our frontiers was also a consi- 
deration of great importance; and under the relative circumstances of the 
Company and Nizam, their dignity could not be affected by an accomodation 
to provide for the safety of the former [sic], as much as to remove a ground 
of apprehension to us. 

33. The reflections suggested by the foregoing observations might have 
been pursued further, but we judged the above sufficient, to shew the policy 
and propriety of the measure proposed by the Resident, under a provisional 
reference to our convenience ; and we doubt not they will have the concurrence 
of your Honorable Court. ....... 
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of another instance of very improper conduct of the Rajah of Cherical in having 
summoned the Northern Superintendent to attend the 
Consn.. 18th May. ceremony of the. coronation of the Calastry Rajah 4 , with a 
present. As, however, we are not yet' fully advised of the circumstances of this 
transaction, which is represented by the. Rajah to be a religious , ceremony of 
long existence and practiced in; the Government of Hyder, we think it sufficient 
at present to refer you to our letters to Bombay of the annexed date, desiring 
a further enquiry and report. . ; 


49. In compliance with a recommendation from the late Commissioners 
in Malabar, we directed a survey of the Laccadive Islands, held by the Bibby 
of .Cannanore, for the purposes of ascertaining-.their, actual state and produce 
preparatory to a. future assessment, and of relieving the. inhabitants from the 
grievances they were stated to suffer by a monopoly of their trade and the 
extortion, of their labor by the Bibby’s officers for her benefit. 


50. . The report (of which we enclose a copy) from the gentleman appointed 
to survey them confirms the existence of these grievances to the full extent 
before 'represented ; and the Governor in Council at 
..,^24* Juty Bombay concurring in, opinion with .the Supravisor of 
Malabar that many advantages would accrue to the 
Company from allowing a freedom of trade to the islanders, we have agreed 
that , the monopoly of the trade of the several -islands dependent on Cannanore 
shall be immediately abolished, and that the duties oh imports from them 
to any port on the Malabar Coast be regulated in like manner with the duties 
on imports from other places. 

51. This measure appeared to us fully justified, as well by our conquest 

of Cannanore and the subsequent cession of it from 
Consn^Ju.y, Tippoo, as by the agreement entered into by the Bibby 
with the Commissioners, a copy of which forms a number 
in the packet. A moiety of the duties to be levied at Cannanore is the utmost 
she can, under that agreement, be entitled to. 

52. It may be practicable and just, however, in consequence of the aboli- 
tion of the monopoly of the trade of the Laccadive Islands* and of the correc- 
tion of all abuses of authority, to make some addition 

C°n s i^27Ui July, ‘ to the direct revenue now drawn from them by die 
’ Bibby ; and we have proposed to the Governor in Council 

at Bombay that he should direct the Supravisor to consult with the .Bibby on 
the best mode of managing her several islands in future, and settle with her 
such plan as may appear most conducive to the ease and security, of the inhabi- 
tants, and, at the same time, be as beneficial to the Bibby and the Company 
in point of rent arid revenue as a due regard to her rights and those of the 
islanders (computed to be in number, about 6,500) will admit, reserving for the 
Company a moiety only, of , the total amount receivable by her in strict con- 
formity with her. stipulations. 

53. We have received a representation that the Rajah of Travencore has 
been very remiss in compleating his pepper contract. We trust, however, that 
the represeritations which We have made, to him will have the proper effect, 
particularly if the failure, as has been represented to us, should have arisen 
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time, we recommended .his constant Recurrence [reference] to the principles 
pointed out by us in the general instructions of the 27th of March, 1794, 
that in the administration of our newly acquired territory conciliation and 
firmness should, be combined, the prejudices and habits of the people be con- 
sulted as far as practicable under the regulations, and the military never be 
employed, except in cases of urgency when, other means had failed, 

43. We have the satisfaction to inform you that the measures’ adopted by 

the Supravisor have heen attended with great success/ and that ' a settlement 
of die revenues for. the Northern, as well as-.tlic Southern Division has been 
concluded for five years, and received our confirmation. It was our intention 
to have limited the duration of the settlement in the northern districts to a 
period of one year only, in consequence of the opposition of the Rajahs to the 
attainment of the necessary information through the Canongocs ; but as they 
have since agreed to conform to the regulations established -for the province 
at large, we have thought it. proper to place them on the same footing with 
the southern Rajas. " • 

44. We also had it in contemplation to grant an extension of the settle- 
ment for the whole of the province to a longer period than five years, under a 
condition of its being punctually fullfillcd by the Rajas but, on consideration, 
we have concurred with the Government of Bombay in thinking this measure 
could not.be expedient, both as we may hope to possess more accurate infor- 
mation of the assets of the different districts at die end of five years, and as it 
is possible a more permanent settlement might interfere with the introduction 
of an improved system of administration at the end of that period. 

45. We arc sorry that the want of the requisite accounts prevents our sub- 
mitting to your Honorable Court a comparison of the jumma now settled with 
that estimated by the late Commissioners, though we hope that this defect will 
be supplied by your advices from Bombay. Our letter of the 24th of December 
stating die deficient collections of the past year will have- prepared you to 
expect some reduction of the estimate of the Commissioners ; but we hope 
that, after deducting the allowances to the Rajahs which , are not included 
in the nett [new?] settlement now formed with them, die difference will 
not be considerable, and this will be partly recovered by the rttsstid or 
annual increase. 

46. An opposition to the judicial authority by a Nair o f Cartinaad who 
gave protection to persons summoned by the Northern Superintendent in the 
small fort of Baragara induced the Supravisor to resume' this small fortress, 
and deliver it over to the Commanding Officer of the Company’s troops; 
and' we approved the measure, as Well from the necessity of it, under 
the circumstances .stated, as because the Rajah of Cartinaad could have 
ho just ground to object, the fort in question having been taken by .our 
troops from Tippoo. 

, 47. In answer -to a, proposition for a general resumption of the small forts, 
fortified pagodas and other strongholds possessed by -.the northern Rajahs, wc 
have thought it proper to direct a. previous reference- to us. in cadi instance, 
except in cases of .actual resistance. 

■. •48.- ‘:Oiir correspondence' with Bombay . will inform your Honorable' Court 
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.Upper Provinces. 


. 58. Your Honorable Court will observe from Major Palmer’s letters the 
present state of the Mahratta politicks in Hindostan, 
Consn. 12tli June, and his sentiments that there is no probability, from any 
Au i, s 18 N«p22 "consn 1 causc * interruption to die existing tranquillity between 
Hth August, No. 16. the Mahrattas and the Company’s and the Vizier’s 
Governments. 

59. Major Palmer having reason to imagine that he should have an appli- 
cation from Dowlut Row Sindca to meet him at Oogein on his way from 
Poonah, we have authorized his compliance with it if it should be made. 

60. In the 36tli and succeeding paragraphs of our letter by the Royal 
Admiral, we informed you of the spontaneous assurances made by His Excel- 
lency the Nabob Vizier to your Resident at his Court that it was His Excel- 
lency's intention to apply himself to die adjustment of the affairs of his 
Government to discharge die heavy debts which had accumulated, and to 
secure the regular payments of the subsidy to the Company. 

61. Your Honourable Court will observe, upon perusing the accompany- 
ing copies of the Resident’s dispatches to the latest date, that the Vizier has 
repeated liis assurances, and has afforded some indications of a resolution to 
carry them into immediate execution. 


62. We are too sensible not only of die importance but of the absolute 
necessity of the measure not to promote it by every suggestion in our power ; 
and both the Resident and the Vizier have been furnished so fully with our 
sentiments for their guidance that nothing remains but to commence the plan 
of reform without further delay. 

63. The Resident at Lucknow having communicated to us some informa- 

mation leading to a suspicion of the designs of the Seicks 
Consn^26th Tune, a g a ; nst the Vizier’s country, the necessary orders were 
12 . ’ sent in consequence to the upper stations to prepare 

Consn. 17th July, against any possible attempts on the part of the Seicks, 
Nos. 6 & 9. although they appeared to us very improbable, an 
opinion which has since been confirmed. 

64. The 46th T and subsequent paragraphs of our dispatch dated the 12th 
of May will have informed you of the conduct of Messrs. T. M. Arnott and 
J. H. Bellassis, and of the steps we have taken to have them delivered up by 
Ally Bcliaudcr, into whose sendee they had entered. 

65. We have now to acquaint you that, in consequence of the application 

which we directed Sir Charles Malet to make to the 


Consn. 22nd May, Court of Poonah for instructions to Ally Behauder to 
No. 18-19. Consn. 29th surrender the persons of Messrs. Arnott and Bellassis, 
8th^Junc,°No. 6. Consn. the Peshwah issued an order to that effect. It would 
20th July, Nos. 8, 9, 10. seem that Mr. Arnott, learning that Ally Bahauder had 
received these orders, preferred returning to Lucknow 
and surrendering himself to the Resident here, who, on his appearance 
at that place on the 19th ultimo, apprehended him; and he is now, 
persuant to our, instructions to the Resident, proceeding to Calcutta under 
a guard. 
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pursuance of orders from the King,- proceeded on his journey to Ava on the 
30tli of. May, accompanied by. the Second Officer of Government atPegue,-and 
_ . . . „ 1 had arrived at a place called Prom on the 1st of Tulv 

No. 14. expecting to reach the capital on the 3d: of the same 

Consn. 26th June, month. Captain Symes had also been joined by the Chief 

. No ‘ 6 ‘ * Minister, who had left-Pegue before him to avail him- 
self of a lucky day for die commencement of the journey. We . are happy to 
be able to add that the moderation, firmness and judgment of Captain Symes 
had overcome some obstacles- arising from the misconception and jealousy of 
the representatives of the Burmah Government at Rangoon and that there was 
every, appearance, at the date of ; his last letters, of a favourable issue to the- 
objects of his deputation. 


' Military arrangements. 


72. We think it necessary to acquaint your Honourable Court that, after 
a minute and deliberate discussion of our internal situation, comprehending 
die numbers, local disposition, and discipline of the army, we resolved to with- 
draw die detachments of regular troops employed on the internal duties of 
detail, and to substitute for them, as well as for the armed peons and berken- 
dosses, a sebundy corps for die duties of the Revenue, Judicial, Commercial, 
and Salt Departments ; to establish a Marine Corps for the services of the 
Andamans, Prince of Wales Island, and Bencoolen, and the river duties ; to 
raise a battalion from among the inhabitants of Raneghur 11 for the duties of 
that district ; and a corps of native, militia for die general duties (with some 
exceptions) of the town of Calcutta. 

73. The reasons for these measures are very amply detailed in the minutes 
of the Governor General and the Commander in Chief, including also the 
measure of laying in depots of provisions in Fort William and at other places 
within and without the provinces ; and we have desired that copies of them 
may be sent numbers in the packet with a copy of the minute and resolutions 
which we recorded on this important subject. 

74. We solicit, very earnestly, your particular attention to these papers, 
for we are aware that it is indispensibly necessary as well to impress you, in the 
strongest manner, with the state of the military establishments in these pro- 
vinces and in those of our. ally the Nabob Vizier, die means of defence which 
the countries possess against invasion and their future security, as well as to 
convince you that we have not authorized the measures we have adopted with- 
out an assurance of their indispensible necessity. 

75. We should neglect our public duty if we omitted to inform your 

Honourable Court that the European troops, both in His Majesty’s and the 
Company's service in all India, cannot furnish an effective force exceeding 
'nine thousand rank and file, after a moderate deduction for the side and lame ; 
that the expeditions to Ceylon and Malacca will diminish this number by 
about -sixteen hundred; and that at this Presidency, the establishment of 
■officers in the Company's service is incompleat by one hundred,- at Madras by 
about eighty, and at Bombay by about fifty. ' : ~ ; 
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66. Wc have directed our Secretary to acquaint him, upon his arrival at 

the Presidency, that the escort over him will he discon* 
COn5 No 2 °!4 tinued, and he Will be permitted to remain at large on 

his transmitting to the Company’s Attorney sufficient 
security, engaging, by himself and two responsible persons, under a penalty of 
five thousand pounds, that he will proceed to Europe by one of the first ships 
dispatched' -from this country at the end of the present or commencement of 
the ensuing year. 

67. It is 'reported, but wc have not yet received any certain account, that 
Mr. Bcllassis accompanied Mr. Arnott as far as Cawnporc, since which time 
we have not heard any intelligence concerning him. 

68. An application having been made by Teje Sing*, Rajah of Jcatporc 
Culphar in Bundlccund, to Colonel Forbes, commanding at Cawnporc, desiring 

protection from the Company, and offering his. country 
^° nS, Nos t, 4 to them, if they chose to accept of it on the terms of 

" expelling Ally Bahauder, who had taken possession of the 

greater part of it from Jcatporc Culphar, wc requested the Commander in 
Chief to inform Colonel Forbes that no attention was to be paid to this appli- 
cation,' that with respect to the' protection solicited by the Rajah, lie should be 
civilly informed that it could not be granted, and diat if in the expectation 
of receiving it lie should visit Cawnporc, it should be recommended to him 
to withdraw from thence without dclav. 

4 


'' Bttrmas. 

.i ... 

69. In die 53rd paragraph® of our letter by die Royal Admiral, wc had 
the honor of acquainting -you that die fugitives from Aracan had been deli- 
vered, up by our orders to the Rnjali of Clicdubah and other officers appointed 
to receive diem. Subsequent to .the surrender of these persons, the Rajah of 
Chedubah applied , to Lieutenant Colonel Erskine for some guns and boats 
which, had been carried off by the prisoners from Arracan, and such of them as 
could, be found and were in a statc.to.be delivered back have been returned 
accordingly. . •• , - . • ■ : 


.70. A similar application having .been made- on the- part of the Ava 
Government for the surrender of the wives' and families 
of the . prisoners, Lieutenant Colonel Erskine, with our 
concurrence, refused to - comply with -it, . as there . was 
reason to fear that the motive of the requisition was to 
have. an, opportunity of putting them to death in com- 
pliance with a cruel law in their country which involves in one common guilt 
and punishment every member, of a criminal’s family. 


Consn. 22d May, 
Nos. 99, 100, 
101 . 

Consn. 22nd June, 
■ '• -No. 27: ’• 


: 71. In the' 54th 1 ® paragraph of the letter already referred to, wc informed 
you that Captain Symes, whom w'e,had deputed to'thc Court of Ava, was oh the 
■ 5 eve of his departure from Rangoon to the residence of 

Consn^lst^July, the Rajah’ of Pegu : at the antient city of that name. By 

subsequent advices, 'copies '• of which we transmit 
numbers in the' packet, we learn that Captain Symes; after having been received 
with much attention and treated with kindness by the Rajah, had,, in 
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doubt your approval of wliat wc have suggested to the Government of Fort St. 
George on this occasion ; and wc hope the more recent communications you 
will receive from them by this dispatch will inform you of the result. 

Bombnx and its dependencies . 

3. In continuation of the 41st and succeeding paragraphs of our last 
address respecting Malabar, wc have the honor to forward copies of a letter 

and comparative statement since received from the 
Consn.^4 September, Supravisor, with a copy of our letter ta the Bombay 

Government in reply. ' 

4. By the latter, you will observe that wc have required a further com- 
parison of the jtnnnta, now settled for five years, with the revenue estimated by 
the late Commissioners, after the Supravisor shall have had an opportunity of 
consulting Mr. Duncan at Calicut ; and that for the full information of your 
Honorable Court, wc have desired to receive a statement exhibiting the annual 
revenue according to the settlement now formed in each of the five years for 
which it has been concluded, with an estimate of the mint duties and customs 
during the same period. 

5. In the accompanying copies of our correspondence with Bombay 
relative to Malabar, you will observe the result of the further enquiry, noticed 

in the 48th paragraph of Our last address, respecting the 
onsn. 5t > Octo icr. cercmon y 0 f t ] lc coron ation of the Calastry Rajah, to 

which die Northern Superintendent was very improperly summoned by the 
Rajah of Chcrical. The celebration of this festival appearing inconsistent 
with the present situation of the Rajah, or, at all events, not proper to be 
renewed by him without the consent of the Bombay Government as the repre- 
sentative of the present sovereign power, we approved the Supravisor’s having 
discouraged it. 

6. The above correspondence also contains the particulars of a criminal 
act ascribed to the younger Rajah of Coliotc [Cotiotc], who is charged with the 
illegal execution of three Manillas. Wc have desired that no punishment be 
inflicted on him without a reference to us, but he will of course be called to 
account ; and we have repeated a former remark that wc consider it a point 
of the first consequence to convince the Rajahs and principal landholders 
of Malabar that they arc equally amenable with every other description of 

• persons to the regular course of the laws, and to the courts established for the 
execution of them, whose authority must be maintained to the full extent 
prescribed by the regulations. 

7. In addition to the papers referred to in the 54th paragraph of our last 
address .from this Department, detailing the measures adopted for carrying 

on the inquiry ordered by your Honorable Court into 
onsn. eptem >er. t he. charges preferred by the Bibby of Cananore against 
General Maclcod, we have novy the -honor to transmit copies of our further 
correspondence with Bombay ;in this head ; and, in particular, beg your atten- 
_ „ , tion to our. letter of the annexed date, conveying to the 

■ Government at Bombay our sentiments at large on the 

■mode of investigation- which we conceived- should^ be adopted in pursuance pf 
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Miscellanea. . . 

76. We transmit, a number in the packet, a '.copy [o£] a letter from' 
Mr. Hunter, Surgeon to the Residency with Sindia, con- 
C ° nS1 No! 3 5. ‘^ Uly ’ taming an offer of a survey made by him of the route 
which' he had . travelled, when he accompanied Major 
Palmer in his late journey to Delhi, and in his return from thence. We have 
only- to add that, from the favorable opinion of this gentleman’s abilities which 
we had, on a siniiilar occasion, an opportunity of for min g, 
Ccmsn^Tth July, we have reason to believe that .the survey now produced 
by him will be a valuable addition to the geographical 
knowledge already obtained of the countries through which the route in 
question lies. 

Fort William, . We have the honor to be, 

the 18th of August, 1795. &ca., &ca. 

t 

{Per Mary.) '•' , •' ' '- 



POLITICAL LETTER DATED 31 OCTOBER 1795 

Death of Nawab Muhammad Alt of Arcot — Proposals for an intimate 
alliance with the Raja of Travancore — The 'Nizam : progress of Prince Ali 
fall’s rebellion ; the Nizam’s request for a loan of /J4 crores refused — Tipu’s 
intrigues to break up the Triple Alliance, and,the Nizam’s eagerness to shake 
off Maratha control— Hopes of reform in Oudli-rCordial reception to 
Capt. Symes at Amarapurp. r • 

'- • POtmCAL DEPARTMENT ' 

To the -Honorable Court of Directors. , : 

Honorable Sirs,. . v • 

1. We had. last the honor of addressing you by the Mary packet under 
date the 18th August, and ■ with : a copy of; that address notv forward- to you 
a continuation of our proceedings in -the Political Department by -the Sttrprize. 

Fort St. George. . ' 

2. The only material occurrence in our late, correspondence with Fort St. 
George, in this Depanment (except what will be., mentioned under the head of 
Nabob Nizam Ally Khan) is the death of His Highnesp the;Nabob of Arcott. 
This event, which took place on the 13th- instant, was communicated to us 
in a letter from the Secretary of Fort St. Geprgc-.of that- date,.?; copy, of which, 
and our letter in answer, will be transmitted, for your -information. - : We cannot 
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your Honorable Court’s ihstructions on a subject which from its nature and 
importance had naturally engaged your particular notice. 

‘ . . ' »; * ■ • _ • 

8. Although the orders of your Honorable Court for this enquiry were 
addressed to the Governor in Council of Bombay, the communication of them 
to us, and the general responsibility vested in us, made it necessary that we 
should point out . specifically what appeared .to us the proper measures to be 
adopted for carrying your instructions .into full effect, as well in regard to the 
individuals concerned as the Company. . But, having performed our duty in 
this respect, and die immediate execution of your, orders appertaining properly 
to the Governor in Council of Bombay, we advised him that it was not our 
intention to interfere further ; diat his proceedings and report would, of course, 
be transmitted to your Honorable Court in compliance with your instructions ; 
arid that ivc doubted not they would be found to contain that full and explicit 
information which your orders and ‘the circumstances of the case so parti- 
cularly required. 

: 9. ' You will probably have received from the Government of Bombay an 

account of the disturbance which took place in' the city of Surat on the I9th 
' August last, blit we think it proper to transmit you 

onsn. cptem r. CO pj es their letters to us upon the subject. We have 
not yet seen die. report of the committee appointed to enquire into die cause 
and . circumstances of. this outrage ; but it appears to have originated in a reli- 
gious dispute between the Musulman and Hindoo inhabitants, and we were 
happy- to find the- measures taken by the Chief and Council, in concert with the 
Nabob, had been successful in restoring tranquility. .... 

10. In the' 49th paragraph of our Political Letter of the 17th January, 
1794, we advised your Honorable Court of proposals havingbeen received from 
the Rajah of Travanco'rc for a more intimate communication and alliance 
with' the Company, but that we had not then formed any resolutions upon 
them. 

' 11. The variety of occupations which have since engrossed our attention, 
and die little urgency for any immediate decision upon this subject, have since 
prevented bur resuming die consideration of die Rajah’s propositions and com- 
municating to you our sentiments on them as we intended ; but die departure 
of Mr. Duncan to enter upon the Government of Bombay suggesting die most 
eligible opportunity for a negotiation with : the Rajah of Travancorc, we re- 
solved to avail ourselves of it, and have accordingly 
Consn. 25 September, furnished' him with' the commission and instructions, of * 
which you will receive' copies' by' this dispatch, together with a copy of the 
Governor General’s minute which led to them, the sentiments and propositions 
contained in it having received our full-concurrence. 

12. These papers will communicate to you the proposals of die Rajah of 
Governor General's Travancore, otir ' conception of the connection hitherto 

m Instructions to Mr. subsisting between him and die Company, the objects 
Duncan. * pf the negotiation we have authorized with him, and the 

• Commission to . do. mode and forriis in ' 'which we have directed it to be 
ment^of ^Fori^St" carried on, so much -more satisfactorily tiian any exposi- 
George. tion of : them we could ‘offer in this place that we beg 

leave to refer to them as iioticed in die ■ margin, and shall only remark here 
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that wc have taken every precaution to adhere strictly to the terms of the 
statute,' and that it is our wish, as it appears to he that of the Rajah, to proceed 
no further than to form die basis of a future treaty to be concluded with the 
express approbation and authority of. your Honorable Court. 

13. Mr. Duncan having proceeded on this commission at our request, we 
thought it proper to desire he would draw on us for the amount of his cxpences 
during its continuance ; and wc further take this occasion to submit to your 
Honorable Court whether lie should be permitted to draw the salary of Gover- 
nor of Bombay from the date on which he received die notification of your 
appointment of him to that station, or from such other period as vou may 
judge proper. 

The Nabob Nizam Ally Khan, the Alarhatias, and Tippoo Stilt aim. 

14. Wc should have been happy in communicating to you the enure 
suppression of the insurrection in the Nizam's dominions, noticed in our last 
address, and a reconciliation between him and his son. But at die period of 
our latest advices from Hydrabad, although the insurgents had evacuated 
Bidcr, to secure the reduction of which place the Nizam had found it necessary 
to desire the assistance of our detachment, which arrived at Hydrabad on 
die 31 August, neither the Prince nor his principal supporter Shudda Shco 
Reddy 1 had made such submissions as His Highness thought it proper to 
accept. 

15. In compliance widi the Nizam’s requisition, Major Roberts marched 
towards Bidcr on the 23rd September ; and the instructions furnished to him 
by the Resident for his conduct on this service arc included in the accompany- 
ing copies of our correspondence with the latter. You will observe from them 
that our troops were to act under the general direction of Mecr Allum, who 
accompanied them, but were not to be joined in any service widi die corps com- 
manded by Monsieur Raymond, nor against the Marliattas, in the event of 
their espousing the cause of Alii Jah, though of this there seemed no pro- 
bability. On the contrary, His Highness has received very strong assurances 
from the Court of Poona of its readiness to assist him in bringing the troubles 
in which he is involved to a happy termination ; and, in proof of his sincerity, 
the Paishwa is said to have sent a body of ten thousand horse towards Bidcr. 
though the real destination of these appeared doubtful ; and die Resident 
supposes they arc intended less to strengthen either side than to enable 
the Marliattas to interpose between the Prince and his father widi a decisive 
effect. 

16. The Prince, after quitting Bidcr, had proceeded to Turkul on the 
road to Nemdair [Nandair?] where it was supposed he would wait die result 
of proposals lie had transmitted to his father demanding a jagheer of 12 lacks 
of rupees for Himself and the re-establishment of Suddasheo Ruddy in his 
former possessions. These proposals the Nizam shewed no inclination to 
comply with ; and the only hope of a favorable accommodation seems to rest 
in the mediation of Mecr Allufn,-' whose character and disposition may be 
expected to facilitate so desirable an end and to promote it. Your Resident, 
agreeably to our instructions, has urged to His Highness the various considera- 
tions which render it advisable for him to re-establish the tranquility of his 
dominions with as little delay as possible. 
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nature and objects of liis mission have naturally excited the attention of your 
Resident ; and lie has required more explicit information on the subject than 
has yet been received. 

24. The systematic jealousy of the Marhattas may also, we apprehend, 
be awakened by the arrival of an agent from Tippoo Sultaun without any 
ostensible motive ; and the caution observed respecting him is a warrantable 
ground for their suspicion. 

25. We cannot therefore but regret the apparent weakness of the Nizant's 
conduct in this instance, which may tend to increase his present embarrass- 
ments by augmenting the difficulties in which he is involved with the Poonali 
Court. 

26. At the same time, we have no reason to impute to the Nizam any 
hostile intentions, or any serious desire of an alliance with Tippoo Sultaun, who 
has heretofore treated him with marked disrespect, and who, for some time 
past, has kept up a more than usual intercourse with the Court of Poonah, 
though apparently of a complimentary nature only. 

27. On the whole, the conclusions we draw from all die communications 
we have received are dicse: that the object which the Nizam has most imme- 
diately in view is to obtain a release from his engagements with die Paishwa ; 
diat for diis purpose he is most anxious to obtain the assistance and support 
of this Government, with some faint hopes of their being granted, carrying on 
at die same time a negotiation with Tippoo Sultaun without any determinate 
object at present, but on the chance of deriving some advantage from it. 

28. A declaration ascribed to Tippoo that he is willing to join the Nizam 
on condition that he will renounce his conuccuon with us may possibly be a 
suggestion thrown out in the hope that it will engage us in the Nizam's 
scheme ; or, if well founded, it may be considered an attempt on die part of 
the Sultaun to dissolve a confederacy which imposes a bar to his ambidous 
projects. Under these conjectures we can only watch die progress of the 
intercourse and the conduct of the Nizam ; and we have instructed die 
Resident accordingly. 

29. You will observe from die copies of intelligence from Mysore that 
various plans of operation arc ascribed in them to Tippoo Sultaun, and among 
other negotiations with die Marhattas, an agreement to pay them a subsidy 
for a body of horse as well as to cede to them the district of Gooty. This 
intelligence by no means corresponds with the supposition of any alliance 
widi the Nizam against the Marhattas, intended by the mission of Sucaram 
Pundit; and little reliance is to be placed on information obtained dirough 
the natives usually employed as spies. We have however diought it proper 
to notice it to your Residents at Poonah and Hyderabad as deserving attention 
and investigation, in common with all odicr communications or reports of a 
similar nature. 

30. A further piece of intelligence was forwarded to us by die Assistant 

at Poonah in die absence , of die Resident from indisposition, and is included 
in the accompanying copies of our correspondence with him. It purported no 
less than the plan of a confederacy between Tippoo and the Marhattahs for a 
general attack upon the Company’s possessions when a favourable opportunity 
might offer. ' 
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17. Among these,' one of th'c strongest is his enrrensing embarrassment 
from the near approach of the period for his making good a crorr and a hair 
of rupees to the Marhattas In discharge of his stipulations at Khurdlnh. lie 
has not hesitated to state his distress in this respect, in the most cxplirit terms, 
to your Resident, through Meer Allum, who even proposed a loan from the 
Company for His Highness’s relief to the amount of a crore of rupees. 

18. The Resident, pressed to communicate this application to us. has done 
so in compliance with the Nizam’s desire, hut at the same time gave him no 
encouragement to expect that it could possibly he complied with. Tn reply, 
we have approved the answer returned by the Resident to Meer Allum, stating 
the impracticability of our affording the pecuniary assistance desired, as well 
as a similar answer to a further application for troops to quell disturbances on 
the borders of His Highness’s dominions : and have recommended to him, as a 
general rule, in replying to questions of this nature, to state the various consi- 
derations which they suggest, leaving it to His Highness to weigh them and 
deduce his own conclusions. 

19. We before advised you of the application made by the Nizam for an 
additional detachment to he employed in Kurpah, and of the instructions we 
had transmitted to the Government of Fort St. George on this head, leaving 
the final decision upon it to their discretion. 

20. Lord Hobart’s letter to the Governor General in answer to this 
reference will he found among the accompanying copies of our Hydrabad cor- 
respondence, together with the Governor General’s reply, in which we fully 
concurred ; and it being determined not to send the detachment in question, 
the Resident was instructed to explain this resolution to the Nizam in terms 
calculated to reconcile him to the disappointment, with our regret that the 
various services for which the forces of the Madras Presidency were required 
and the difficulty of soon replacing them hv detachments from Bengal com- 
pelled us to withhold that assistance which we anxiously wished to have 
afforded them. 

21. On the policy of granting the Nizam such assistance in the actual 
circumstances of his situation and for the removal of his French troops from 
our frontiers, we shall add nothing to what we have already stated to your 
Honorable Court on this subject : hut as Lord Hobart, in his correspondence 
with the Resident at Hydrabad, has expressed a particular desire to bring it 
under your notice, we beg leave to point out his letters to your attention as well 
as those of the Resident to which they refer. 

22. The only further circumstance which we think it necessary to notice 
in the communications from your Resident at Hydrabad is the arrival there 
of a person name Succaramc Pundit, said to be a Vakeel of Tippoo Sultaun, 
under whose seal lie has produced an envelope containing a letter in the 
Marhatta language, addressed to' Siam Rauj, the Ray Royau a , and with a 
reference to Succaramc Pundit for particulars, expressing a desire to cultivate 
by epistolary intercourse the friendship subsisting between his State and that 
of His Highness the Nizam. 

23. The private manner in which this person Was introduced to the Nizam 
by the Roy Royan and the general concealment observed with .respect to the 
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O'.t ilr &ca.. Upprr Station*. 

57. Anion}* tlur objects detailed in the- niinutc and resolutions referred to 

in die “3rd paragraph of our last address from this Department, one was to 

prevail on the Nabob Vizier to pm the Company in possession of the Fort of 

Allahabad as a means of providing more effectually both for his and their 

securin' from invasion. 

* 

3S. By the copy of a letter from the Resident at Lucknow dated the 21st 
July, and transmitted with the above, you will however have observed that it 
appeared to him unadvisahle to prosecute this measure in the present state of 
the Vizier’s affairs ; and on consideration of the objections stated by him. we 
concurred in opinion that it should for the present he suspended. At the same 
time «i' desired he would consider the possession of lilahabad as an object to 
lie kept in view, for the attainment of which he should avail himself of any 
favourable circumstances : and directed him to urge to the Vizier in the 
strongest terms our recommendation for repairing the fort, so as not only to 
make it tenable against a sudden attack, but capable of standing a siege, in 
which we wished him to avail himself of the advice of otir Chief Engineer, 
on his way to the Upper Provinces. We also added that it should have a 
complete garrison with a commander of approved fidelity. 

39. It is unnecessary to detail our correspondence witl) the Resident at 
Lucknow respecting the reform of the Nabob’s administration. You have 
been already fully advised of our frequent recommendations to him on this 
head, and will be happy to sec by the letters now transmitted to you that he 
has actually commenced the adoption of them with all the success that could 
be. expected. From the apparently serious disposition he has lately shewn to 
remove his present embarrassments and guard against the recurrence of them 
in future, as well a< from the personal part he has taken in the conduct of his 
affairs, added to the confidence he has expressed in the Resident and his desire 
to have the latter’s advice and assistance, we arc willing to hope that His 
Excellency is at length convinced of the expediency and necessity of adopting 
an arrangement calculated to remove the abuses which mismanagements had 
introduced into every part of his internal government, as well as into his 
domestic economy. 

40. At the same time we arc well aware that many difficulties must 
impede the progress of reform in Owde, and that they are to be surmounted 
only by steady perseverance, which the past conduct and habits of His 
Excellency afford too little reason to expect from him. In cncrcasc of this 
expectation, we rely on the zealous efforts of the Resident to encourage him 
to proceed ; and it is to be hoped that the case and advantage which he will 
himself perceive in being relieved from his present embarrassments will incite 
in him new motives of exertions. 

41. We shall only add that at the request of the Vizier we have autho- 
rized the Resident to assist him in ascertaining his true and just debts with a 
view to their being put into a train of payment, and that the Governor General 
has also assented to give his sentiments on the adjustment of them if necessary, 
taking precautions, at the same time, to prevent any implication of the 
Company’s responsibility in consequence of such interference. 
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31. The improbability of such a scheme, and the inadequate motives 
assigned for it, namely, our supposed intention to support the Nizam and the 
purchase of horses for our cavalry, added to the uncertain credibility of the 
person by whom this intelligence was communicated, would not allow us to 
imagine it could be well-founded ; and from the Acting Resident's subsequent 
letters it appears to have been entirely without foundation. 

32. The recent dismission of Dowltit Row Sindia and the other chieftains 
of the Marhatta Empire, assembled during the late hostilities with the Nizam 
and till lately detained at Poonah, seems to evince that whatever may be the 
future designs of the Poonah Court, it can at least harbour no immediate 
intention of breaking the alliance subsisting between them anti the British 
Government, no less for their security than bur own. 

33. We cannot indeed rely on a continuance of their friendship, nor per- 
haps on their forbearance, beyond the period when their restless ambition may 
prompt them to pursue a different line of conduct towards us ; but whilst on 
die one hand they can consider their connection with us of advantage to them, 
which they must do whilst dteir newly acquired dominions in Hindostan 
remain in their present unsettled state, and whilst we also give them no just 
reason to apprehend that we have ourselves any views repugnant to that system 
of moderation and good faith which the provisions of die Legislature and your 
instructions concur with our own inclinations to make the basis of all our 
proceedings, we may reasonably hope dtat nothing will occur to interrupt our 
present tranquility on the part of the Marhattahs. 

34. We cannot for obvious reasons rely with die same confidence on the 
pacific disposition and conduct of Tippoo Sultaun. The arrival in India of 
any considerable French force, or the co-operation of. any ally whose assistance 
could afford a plausible expectation of redeeming his loss of power and terri- 
tory from the late war, would probably induce him to make die attempt. 
But as we see no immediate prospect of eidicr of diesc circumstances taking 
place, so we trust there is no present danger of the supposed eventual 
consequence. 

35. Considerable cessions both of money and territory are said to have 
been made by Dowlut Row Sindia to, die Paishwa for the purpose of obtaining 
his leave of departure from Poonah to return to Hindostan. The Acdng Resi- 
dent, has stated die pardculars of these cessions as far as dicy have been com- 
municated to him ; and iv'c hope to receive from him. more accurate information 

of their extent, as well as of the particular districts which have been ceded. 

• 

36. The deadi of Alcabyhe [Ahalya Bai], the female, head of the Holkar 

family, and the dispatch of a party to receive the jewels for the Paishwa which 
have been so long waiting at Benares arc the only further circumstances which 
we think it necessary to notice in our correspondence with the Resident at 
Poonah. No important ..consequence is. expected from the demise of Allea 
Bhye ; but, for the particulars of the Holkar family, and the effects it is likely 
to. produce amongst :the'm, we beg to. refer to a letter. from Major. Palmer sent 
accompanying. We , also request your attention, to anodier letter, from him 
communicating the recent, conquests and probable views of die Marhattas in 
Hindostan. .... 
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POLITICAL LETTER DATED 15 DECEMBER 1795 

Choice of a successor to the office of the Peshwa — Death of Prince 
AH Jah. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We had last the honor to addressing you from this Department by 
the Surprize under date the 31st October, and shall transmit you a continua- 
tion of our proceedings by the first fleet of Indiamen. 

2. In the meantime we avail ourselves of die opportunity offered by the 
dispatch of a grain ship (the Nonsuch) to forward a duplicate of our letters of 
the above date, togcdicr widi copies of the latest accounts received from the 
Resident at Poonah, advising us diat, after considerable delay in die choice 
of a successor to the late Pcishwa, it has at lengdi been decided in favor of a 
son to be adopted by the widow of Narain Row to the exclusion of the sons of 
Roganaut Row, and that the administration of publick affairs is to be vested 
in die Minister, Nana Furnavccsc. 

3. We also transmit copy of a recent letter from the Resident at 
Hyderabad advising us of die dcadi of die Prince Ali Jah on die 22d ultimo 
at Kliair after having surrendered himself a few days before at Aurungabad 
to Mccr Allum on an assurance of security to his life and honor. 

Fort William. We have the honor to be &ca. 

15th December, 1795. 

( Per Nonsuch .) 
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Deputation to Ava. 

42. Captain Symes,. o£. whose deputation to the Court of Ava and. pro- 
ceedings to the 17th July you have been already advised, arrived at Animara- 
poorah 3 , the present capital. o£ the Burman Empire, on the 18th of that month. 
The accompanying copies of letters from him to the IS tit August shew that 
he has received every mark o£ attention and respect, both during his journey 
and since his arrival at the capital ; and diough established forms and super- 
stitious observances had delayed his interview .with the King, the removal of 
all distrust and increased cordiality towards him, since the communication 
of the Governor General’s letter and a memorial stating explicitly the objects 
of his mission, gave him reason to expect the fullest success in establishing the 
basis of a commercial intercourse on grounds of equity and advantage to bodi 
nations; 

43. We furdicr beg your attention to Captain Symes’s letter of 15th May 
from Rangoon, as containing a variety of useful iniormation on the state of 
that port and die other harbours of Pegu, as well. as on the soil, climate, produc- 
tions and commerce of the Pegu dominions in general. 

44. It appears by a letter from Captain Thomas, Commander of die 
Company’s brig Sea Horse , of which a copy will also be forwarded to you, diat 
two small vessels, fitted out at. Rangoon and laden with provisions for Mauri- 
tius, were prevented from sailing in consequence of an order from the King 
of Ava to give no pass, or permission to any vessel to carry the Bhurman flag, 
unless she were the. sole property of, and commanded by. His Majesty's 
subjects.. We arc willing to hope that this order may have proceeded from 
the . friendly disposition of die. Ava Government, promoted by die present 
deputation, towards the English.- nation,. of whose hostility with die French, 
they must.be well informed. 

'Miscellanea. 

45: We advised you; in our last address, of an offer made by Mr. Hunter, 
Surgeon to the Residency with Sindia, of a survey of his late route to and 
from Delhy in company with Major Palmer. We have 
Consn.^7th Septem- now ^e honor to transmit a copy of the Surveyor 
General’s report on, the utility and value of diis survey, 
and to add diat, we, in consequence, fixed the compensation to Mr. Hunter at 
the sum mentioned by him, four thousand rupees. 

46. Since writing the above we have been honored with your Political 
Letter of the 5th June, 1795, by the Earl of Oxford, which being in answer to 
former letters from hence requires no other reply than that we shall be careful 
to observe the instructions contained in it. 

Fort William, , We have the honor to be &ca. 

31st October, 1795. - • . 

' ‘ ^ ' * ' . , 

• (Per Surprize.) ■ \ 
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(5) Approves of our instructions to 
Bombay on the negotiation that had 
been opened by Hyat Saib with 
Nizam Ally Khan 3 . 

• (6) Negotiation with the Court of 
Poonah in respect to Gingerah. Think- 
it will be more for Ballow Meah’s 
-interest to relinquish his claims for a 
certain adequate provision. 

(7) Should the mediation of the 
Court of Poonah fail of procuring in- 
demnification for the piracies of the 
Malwa Rajah, you approve of our 
determination to make reprisals. 

(8) Upon the intention once enter- 
tained by the Court of Poonah to send 
embassadors to England. 

(9) Refers to paragraph not requir- 
ing any reply. 

(10) Our letters of the 13th of Feb- 
ruary and 12th of April, 1790 are fully 
replied to in the Political Department. 

(11) Our letter of the 20th of 
November, 1790, in the Secret Depart- 
ment does not require any answer. 

(12) Refers to our letters, dated the 
31st of July and the 17th of Novem- 
ber, 1790, in the Foreign Department. 
Are informed that instructions upon 
the subject, vizt., the disturbances in 
the French settlements in India, will 
be conveyed to us by the Secretary of 
State. 


(13, 14, 15, 16) Present state of the 
Nabob of Arcot and Raja of Tanjore 
in consequence of the interference we 
have been obliged to assume in their 
affairs for the effectual collection and- 
due administration of their revenues. 


4. Do not require any answer. 


5. The subject of this paragraph 
has been taken up in our addresses 
from the Political Department.. 


6. No answer necessary. 


7. We shall transmit to you in the 
packet under dispatch a copy of a 
letter dated the 14th of October which 
was received by our Secretary from 
the Private Secretary of the Governor 
General and of an extract to which it 
refers of a letter dated the 12th of 
May, 1791, from Lord Grenville, one of 
His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of 
State, to Earl Cornwallis upon the 
subject of the disturbances at the 
French settlements in this country. 

8. The instructions given by the 
Secret Committee upon the subject 
considered in these paragraphs will be 
duly attended to at the proper season. 
A copy of them has been sent to Earl 
of Cornwallis the I3th of May, 1791. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 27 APRIL 1792 

Disposal of the family jewels of Raghoba — Disturbances in the French 
settlements — Enquiry into certain complaints' regarding illicit trade carried on 
by British subjects under passes of foreign nations : British commanders of the 
Henrietta and L’Etrusco fined; escape of II Netuno. 


To 


the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commands 
dated the 9th of March and 13 of April, 1791, by the Northumberland, and. 
the 6 and 13 of May by the Asia.' 


Answer to your letter dated the 13 of April, 1791. 

2. On the arrival of the Bridge Water, a box, which we suppose to be that 
alluded to in this letter as containing the jewclls that belonged to the deceased 
Ragoba 1 , was delivered to us, and placed in deposit in the treasury, where we- 
propose it should remain until we have received Lord Cornwallis’s answer to a 
reference we have made to him on the subject of your instruction which, 
directs, as the jcwells are understood to be family jewells, that we should take 
a proper opportunity of presenting them to tire Peshwa in the name of the- 
Company as a mark of their attachment unless any circumstances may have- 
occurred to suggest the propriety of suspending the execution of this order. 

3. Mr. Prager being at the Presidency we desired him to examine and' 
value the jewells. He did so and delivered in an estimate by which the worth 
of them is stated to amount to a total of Sa. [Sicca] Rs. 1,11,260. A copy of the 
estimate is enclosed. 


Answer to your letter dated the 6th of May, 1791. 

(1) Acknowledge the receipt of " 
letters. 

(2) Letters now replied to. 

(3) Refers to a paragraph not re- r 
quiring any answer. 

(4) Refers to the letters from the 
Court of Directors in the Political De- 
partment. 
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No. 2. The ship Crown Princess Maria, J. Christmas — Master, arrived here 
under Danish colours on the 5th of September from Copenhagen. She left 
this port on the second of November to proceed to Tellicherry, and it is expect- 
ed to return to Bengal. We do not understand that she stopped or landed 
any stores between the Cape of Good Hope and this country, nor do we observe 
from her manifest that there were military stores of any description landed 
from die ship at diis port. 

No. 3. The ship Minerva, Captain — Grcemvay, sailed from Ostend on the 
23d January, and touched at Mcdcira on her passage to Madras where she 
arrived the 30th May last, and immediately proceeded to this port without 
landing any part of her cargo. Upon inspecting the manifest, we did not per- 
ceive diat military stores formed any part of her cargo. She went to Vizaga- 
patam on the 19th September and returned on the 1st of December. We 
understand that she is gone back to Europe. 

No. 4. The ship Princess Frederica, Captain — Barclay, left Copenhagen on 
die Sth of October, 1790, and arrived here the latter end of August last. She 
touched at Madras on her passage hither and landed there near 1,500 bars of 
iron and a few articles of liquor &ca. No mention is made in her manifest of 
military stores imported at this Presidency. 

The French ships UAmphein and the VAurore have never arrived at 
this port. 

13. We had just passed an order for making public, according to the ins- 
tructions of the Company in their General Letter of the 4th of August, 1791, 
the minute and resolution of die Honorable Court of Directors, dated in 
the month of June preceding, relative to illicit trade carried on between 
Europe and India by British subjects under the false colours and passes 
of foreign nations when Mr. Cutbert Fenwick, upon the grounds of a 
similar publication in the Courier of Madras, where the resolutions had 
arrived before they could reach this Presidency, laid some informations 
before us in a letter enclosed under a cover which was superscribed with 
the word secret. This letter being one of many that were addressed to 
us by Mr. Fenwick on the subject of the illicit trade, we shall arrange what 
had passed upon it in divisions relative to the several ships against which 
his informations were delivered, giving a short summary of our proceed- 
ings with respect to each and referring to our consultations, which will be 
sent in this dispatch and contain a detailed recital of every particular, for, 
our narrative would spread and extend to too great a length, were we to 
enlarge upon each separate charge and the various circumstances brought 
forward with an intention to support it. The many unwarrantable liberties 
which he has taken and the slanders he has lavished upon us and our 
officers in insinuations and direct assertions are for the same reasons now 
left unnoticed. 

14. Although perfectly satisfied that the motives of Mr. Fenwick in 
making himself the channel of these informations did not in any degree arise 
from a zeal for the public interests, we yet, without any regard to his private 
objects and known character, resolved to prosecute the necessary enquiries for 
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Answer to your letter dated the 13th of May, 1791. 

9. This letter was forwarded to us by the Governor General to whom it 
had been sent, and His Lordship informed us that he had requested the Gov- 
ernment of Madras to transmit to the Government of Bombay copies of your 
instructions and of the information to which they refer, that the necessary 
orders might be given to the Company’s naval officers at that Presidency. 

10. But similar instructions from the Secret Committee having been 
received by the Government at Fort St. George, they had already communi- 
cated them to the Governor in Council of Bombay and to the Commander 
in Chief of His Majesty’s squadron. 

11. And deeming it necessary to ascertain whether any of die vessels 
mentioned by the Secret Committee had touched at Madras they directed dicir 
Master Attendant to state such information as had come to his knowledge 
regarding diem. We have the honor to transmit to you a copy of it taken 
from diat which we received from Fort St. George. 

12. We have now to lay before you such intelligence as we have been 
able to obtain concerning die ships in question, of die ships mentioned to be 
at Ostend and Middlcbourgh and to be bound to India. 

No. 1. The ship Enterprise, Babcock — Commander, arrived at this port 
front Mauritius on die 3d of September. 

This ship had left die river on the 1st of November to proceed to the 
Malabar Coast before our receipt of your commands so diat she was entirely 
out of our reach, even if die evidence of "die intention to convey stores to the 
enemy had been sufficient to audiorize any procedure against her. She lately 
returned to Bengal. 

• Of die stores specified in .die cargo, -which the intelligence received by 
your Honorable Court supposes to be on board this American ship Enterprise, 
we find the following were inserted in die manifest produced at diis 
Presidency. 



Pdrs. 

T 

C 

Q 

Lb. 

34 Iron Cannon 

... 9 

26 

18 

2 

21 

IS Do. 

6 

• 45 

7 

2 

15 

S Do. 

... 4 

2 

17 

3 

14 

1 Do. 

... 3 

M. 

7 

1 

18 

2 Do. 

... 2 

... 

10 

0 

9 



76 

1 

2 

10 (sic) 

Shot 9 Pdrs. 

* • • 

I 

10 

... 

... 

Do. 6 „ 

... 

2 

10 

... 

... 


Tons 

80 

1 

2 

11 


At £8 is £640-12-9. . 

• ■ ‘The. cannon ; atid shot were >dcclarcd to be on the owner’s ‘account at Boston. 
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Officers, we thought it proper to record a minute to contradict so unjust 
-an imputation. 

18. The further explanations received by Mr. Fenwick between this point 
•of time and the 13th of February were laid before Mr. Burroughs, and we 

determined to summons on that day and to examine 
Consn. 13th Feb- U p 0n 0 ath in our capacity of Magistrates v Mr. Fenwick 
ruary * himself and the several persons who from his letters, as 

ivc were induced to suppose, had it in their power to give us very explicit infor- 
mation concerning the persons engaged in the illicit trade. Mr. Burroughs and 
the Company’s Attorney were also desired to attend ; and as die Board were 
to be engaged, by previous appointment, to meet upon other business (it being 
usually set apart for die administradon of justice in the Nizamut Adawlut), 
we instructed our Secretary to be present with one of the Sub-Secretaries in 
an apartment immediately adjoining to the Council Chamber while the 
•Company’s Attorney should take die several informations in writing from the 
parties summonsed and Mr. Burroughs was in attendance to assist in the 
examinations and to answer any reference that might be made to him while 
dicy were going on. 

19. The question concerning the “11 Nctuno” claimed the first attention, 
not only because Mr. Fenwick’s information turned to be most circumstantial 
widi respect to diat ship, but because she might be out of reach if what related 
to others were taken up before diat which related to the “11 Netuno” ; and as 
it seemed most probable that die examinations relative to the ship in question 
would be sufficient to employ (as they did to a late hour) the whole of the 
morning, we agreed to confine the examination on the 13th of February to 
•diat one subject only. 

20. We must request your particular attention to the depositions that were 
taken upon oath from Mr. C. Fenwick, Mr. G. Gillet, Mr. E. Shaw, Mr. J. 

Bentley, Mr. C. K. Bruce, and to the letter from 
C°nsn I3th & 15th jyi n Burroughs to whom those depositions were imme- 
ary ’ diatcly referred, and whose opinion was asked whether 

it appeared diat there were or were not sufficient grounds to warrant the 
seizure of the “11 Netuno ” if she were still in the river, or, if the ship had left 
the river, to authorize die Government of diis country to desire the Government 
of Madras, and (if they possessed the power) to send directions to the setde- 
ments on the Coast subordinate to that Government to seize and secure the 
ship “II Netuno ” till further orders, if she should touch at any of such 
settlements. 

21. We were advised by Mr. Burroughs, in answer to his reference, that 
although it clearly appeared by die depositions of Mr. Fenwick and the other 

persons he had mentioned that he was originally 
Consn. 15th Feb- prompted by selfish motives only and not by any zeal for 
~ L X ” the Company’s interests to give the information which 

his letters to Government contained, and diat he had studiously endeavoured 
to defeat the very object he pretended to have in view by circulating a printed 
■copy of his first letter on the subject and causing it and its contents to be 
conveyed to diose from whom they ought to have been most carefully 
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die purpose of carrying die orders of die Company into effect. You will observe 
diat we have been careful to consult our first Law Officer upon every subject 
of information laid before us and been determined by bis opinions, and it is a 
justice which we owe to Mr. Burroughs to declare that he has gone through 
the various references made to his judgment and opinions, in die course of 
this tedious inquiry, with a degree of attention and dispatch that have afforded 
us die greatest satisfaction. 

’ 15. Our proceedings upon the subjects of Mr. Fenwick’s informations 
were in the Secret Department, and on that account arc transmitted to the 
Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors, not only because die 
informations were originally brought forward in a secret form, but because 
in die course of taking the evidence of individuals upon them a degree of 
delicacy was necessary to prevent any improper use being made of it and their 
exposure to those hazards to which it might possibly be liable if their testimony 
were publickly divulged. 

16. The first ship noticed with odiers in Mr. Fenwick’s original informa- 
tion was called die 11 Netuno. He asserted that she was universally known 
to be the property of Mr. William Richardson, then on board, and commanded 
by Mr. Hogan, who married Captain Richardson’s daughter, although die 
nominal commander was a person named Angelo Borgs. This information 
also mentioned that she was then dropping down the river, a fact which we 
afterwards found to be true, she haying at the time his letter was received 
already advanced a considerable way. 

17. Mr. Fenwick’s address to us concerning this ship was received on the 
6th of February, and not a moment was lost in communicating it to 
Mr. Burroughs, then the Standing Council of the Company, and 
desiring his opinion, as soon as possible, as to the legal steps to be taken in 
consequence of the information it contained. His opinion was received the 
next morning, and as soon as our orders could be issued upon it the Com- 
pany’s Attorney was instructed to apply forthwith to Mr. Fenwick to state 

_ _ . _ what evidence he could give, or procure to be given, for 

the purpose of proving, or tending to prove, the several 
assertions in his letter with respect to the ships or persons alledged by him 
to be engaged in illicit trade to or from this country, and directions were given 
to the Attorney that, when he had obtained a statement of such evidence from 
Mr. Fenwick, he should lay the same before Mr. Burroughs without the smallest 
delay for his opinion how far the said assertions of Mr. C. Fenwick , could, by 
such evidence, be legally made, out and supported, and whether such evidence 
would be sufficient to justify further and what measures. A letter from 
_ , Mr. Fenwick to our Secretary, and. his answer to the 

Company s Attorney, will be found on our proceedings 
of the annexed date, and with them the opinion of Mr. Burroughs 
which induced a further reference, to Mr. Fenwick, his reply to the 
first from the Attorney having been wholly inexplicit; but as in that 
reply he imputed to our Government loss of time in permitting a ship 
to escape whilst, to use his own words, we were consulting the Law 
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26. After die evidence we had had of Mr. Fenwick’s desire to publish, 
or at least not to conceal, the information which he laid before us concerning 
die Netuno, and after the circulation of his printed letter which fell into several 
hands containing that information, it can be a matter of no doubt that the 
earliest intelligence was sent from hence to put the commander of the ship 
on his guard and to elude the effect of our orders concerning her. Proof of 
diis evidently arises from the ship not having touched at Madras according 
to her first destination. 

27. In a paragraph of a letter from Mr. Fenwick, dated the 14th of 
February, he desired diat as soon as all the witnesses had been examined 

Consn. 15th Feb- to the satisfaction of Government his own Council 
mary. [Counsel], Mr. Robert Leale and Mr. William Richard- 

son, might be furnished widi copies of the different testimonies, as he intended 
to employ them in attending to his interests in any legal process that we might 
order against the persons concerned in this illicit commerce. 

28. We observed that as the informations in question had been taken 
in order to found such criminal or civil prosecutions as Government hereafter 
might think proper to institute for the advantage of the Company, not for the 
private emolument of Mr. Fenwick, his request, preferred for the motives 
stated in support of it, could not be complied with. We had already taken care 
that the informations should be recorded in the Secret Department, and we 
deemed it our duty, both as Magistrates and Members of Government, to 
prevent the evidence upon which our future legal proceedings might be founded 
from being divulged to any persons whom we did not ourselves think proper 
to 'employ. The declaration of Mr. Bruce already mentioned sufficiently 
apprized us that Mr. Fenwick ought not be trusted further than was absolutely 
necessary. 

29. He afterwards complained that a copy of the evidence was withheld 
from him, as he was certain, he said, that many circumstances would occur 

to him which had escaped attention from the impossi- 
Consn. 24th Feb- bility either that Mr. Burroughs, the Standing Council, 
ruar5 ‘ or the Attorney of the Company could know the facts 

as well as he did who had regularly communicated “the whole progress of 
these illicit traders to Europe since his last arrival from England.” 

30. He possibly did not recollect that during his examination upon 
oath on the 13th of February he was repeatedly asked whether he could 
add to the information before delivered when he declared that he could not, 
and that although he was in an adjoining room to that in which the examina- 
tions were going on, and was called in after the several persons (excepting 
Mr. Bruce who was last examined) had closed their depositions, he did not 
once desire to be present during such examinations, or to see the deposi- 
tions of any one of the persons, nor did he suggest that any advantage 
could arise, or was likely to arise, to the investigation by i£? presence, cr 
assistance at it. 

31. With respect to the freighters of Netuno and enter ships we ,:rrc 



456 


SECRET LETTER TO COURT 


concealed*, yet lie was of opinion that the enquiry instituted by Government 
had brought forward strong presumptive evidence to shew that the ship 
11 Netuno is the property of Mr. Michael Hogan, a British subject, and conse- 
quently is forfeited by the statutes made for prohibiting [protecting] the 
Company’s exclusive trade to India. 

22. The opinion of Mr. Burroughs upon the reference made to him, as 
stated in the 5th paragraph of this letter, being entirely in the affirmative to 
the question, the majority of the Board were of opinion that as the II Netuno 
had left the river orders for the examination and detention of the ship should 
not only be sent to Madras and Vizagapatam at which portfs] it was in evidence- 
that it was intended she should call, but that the orders should also be forwarded 
to the other ports on the Coast under a possibility that the ship might touch 
at those ports likewise. And as we thought that it might be of consequence 
to transmit to Madras and the other places some specific instructions as to the 

species of proof upon which the ship should be detained, 
Consn. I5th Feb- or admitted to pass, Mr. Burroughs was desired to give 
‘ " i " his opinion upon this subject. It was done immediately, 

and the instructions that will be found in our proceedings of the annexed date 
were sent in duplicate and by express to the Chiefs and Council at Masulipatam, 
Vizagapatam, and Ganjam, and to the Governor in Council at Fort St. 
George. 

23. We were afterwards acquainted by die Chief and Council at 

Vizagapatam that the 11 Netuno had touched there on 
Consn. 9th March. p assa g e down the Coast, and had sailed from thcnce- 

some days previous to the receipt of our letter directing her seizure, but that 
the necessary instructions had been sent to die Chief at Injeram in case the 

Netuno should put into Coringa. She did touch there. 
Consn. 16th March. an d had sailed from thence four days previous to thc- 
receipt of our orders for her detention, bound it was thought to Fort St. George. 

24. Our directions to the Chief and Council at Masulipatam were 

equally ineffectual, but every possible diligence was 
Consn. 14 March. use d at the place in forwarding diem to the- 

Govemment of Madras. 

25. The orders sent [to] this Presidency were also of no avail as by a 

letter from Fort St. George of the 31st March we were 
Consn. 10th April. a pp r ised of the Netuno having passed by that port 
and touched at Pondicherry, from whence intelligence was received of her 

having ultimately sailed for Europe. The proceed- 
Consn. 18th April. higs of the Government of Fort St.' George which are 
recorded on our consultation of ye date annexed were transmitted to us upon 
this occasion. 

' *Note: Extract from Mr. Bruce’s deposition: 

Mr. Fenwick, in a letter to me on Thursday or Friday last, and in another on Saturday,, 
mentioned information having been given to Government respecting the 11 Netuno, and 
that he believed the ship would be stopped in consequence. On Sunday Mr. Fenwick 
called upon me and told me he wished the matter should be buzzed about that they, 
meaning I suppose the parries whom he conceived to be interested in the ship or her 
cargo, might take the alarm and get oft. I have seen a copy of this printed pamphlet 
entitled ‘‘Letters on the British Indian Trade” before I saw it yesterday. Mr. Fenwick, 
shewed,- it me voluntarily but' not at my solicitation. 
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might reflect on the mode of prosecuting, to take depositions upon oath by 
any of the Members of Government in their capacity of Magistrates which 
Tegularly applies to criminal proceedings only. 


35. The first ship in the list we have mentioned is the Henrietta said 
13th Feb- t0 commanded by Captain Bishop. The result of 


Consn. 


the inquiries made by the Company’s Attorney upon 
this subject of information will be found with the opinion 
of Mr. Burroughs in our proceedings of the annexed dates. 


ruary. 

21st March. 


36. The Henrietta was in the river only a short time, and then at a 
considerable distance from Calcutta. Mr. Fenwick did not name the owners 
of the ship, or appear to understand who they were; and although from 
circumstances which came under his own knowledge he disclosed facts which 
evidently proved Mr. Bishop, die commander, to be a British subject, yet the 
fact alone of his being so could not subject the ship to forfeiture unless she 
were proved to be his property or the property of some 
Consn. 15th Feb- other British subject. Mr. Fenwick, in a subsequent 
letter, dwelt, with his usual inexplicitness, on the two or 
three circumstances relative to the cargo of the Henrietta , but without throw- 
ing in the light of any additional material evidence whatever. 


37. Against Mr. Bishop, however, sufficient matter w^as collected to support 
an action for die recovery of the penalty of £500 given by the statute for acting 

under a foreign pass in trading to the East Indies, and 
Consn. 21st March. we therefore resolved that as he had left this port, 
instructions should be sent to Madras and Bombay to 
institute a suit against him, should he be found within the jurisdiction of those 
Governments, to recover the penalty above mentioned. The instructions dms 
forwarded to the other Presidencies are recorded on our consultations of the 
21st of March. 

38. We have only further to observe respecting Mr. Bishop that if he 
should again appear within the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
a prosecution will of course be immediately commenced against him, and 
that at all events, if he should escape in India, the Company will have it in 
their power to prosecute him in England where he is equally liable and where 
we presume there cannot be any difficulty in obtaining the necessary proofs 
of his being a British subject. 

39. The next ship, in the order of our list, is the UEtrusco. 

40. In our proceedings of the 13th of February, the Secret Committee 
will find a detail of die information furnished by Mr. Fenwick against this 

ship UEtrusco. He asserted that Captain Popham, 
Consn. 13th Feb- the brother of Lieutenant Colonel Popham, and of 
Mr. Stephen Popham, the Company’s Solicitor at 
Madras, came out to India last year with an Europe cargo on board a ship 
called UEtrusco, which was nominally commanded by one Francisco Coppi, 
an Italian ; that soon after the arrival of this ship Captain Coppe died, and 
upon her departure to the Malabar Coast, Captain Popham openly assumed 
the command of her, by which act Mr. Fenw'ick deemed it evident that both 
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warranted in observing that, die assertions of Mr. Fenwick are so wholly 
contradicted by the declarations of persons of the 
Consn. . 16th March. g reatest integrity and credit in this settlement that it 
was necessary to be extremely cautious in taking any measures founded on 
his single information. 

32. You will see that in his letter of the 5th of February he assures us 
that he would mention many of the freighters of the Nettuno when once he 
knows that the ship was stopped. In another letter dated the 10th of February, 
he repeated his promise and said that he would bring forth many strong and 
astonishing facts relating to the proprietors of the cargo, and in a third of 
the same date, he expressed himself in the following terms: “If I must in 
this loose state of the business speak out, the house of Messrs. Fairlie, Reid 
& Co. are shippers to a large amount. They sent on board 1,000 bales only a 
few days before she left this.” Yet notwithstanding these bold assertions, when 
he was afterwards applied to on the subject, it turned out that he had either 
invented the charge against Messrs. Fairlie, Reid & Co., or taken it up un- 
founded from mere report. He referred to Mr. Bruce, and to Mr. Bruce only, 
as the person competent to prove the fact, and Mr. Bruce when examined 
upon oath to the point declared himself totally uninformed upon the subject, 
and Messrs. Fairlie, Reid & Co. positively denied the charge asserting it to be 
an infamous falsehood. 

33. As soon as we had.issued the orders that we have mentioned relative 
to the II Netuno, we took up without loss of time the intelligence which had 

then been received from Mr. Fenwick in respect to other 
Consn. I5th Feb- ships under foreign colours, vizt., the Henrietta, the 
ruary. JJEtrusco and the II Gentille ; and we consulted 

Mr. Burroughs, who was present at the Board 3 , upon the evidence Mr. Fenwick 
had specified in respect to the property in those ships or their cargoes, and 
the mode of proceeding which it would be advisable for Government to adopt 
to give effect to the existing laws and the orders of the Company as far as they 
regarded the property in such ships or cargoes navigated by or belonging to 
British subjects. 

34. Mr. Burroughs, upon this occasion, referred to his written opinion, 
dated the 10th of February, in respect to those ships, and upon adverting to 
it, we agreed that the most eligible mode of proceeding against such persons 
as might have infringed the laws prohibiting the illicit trade, either as 
commanders or freighters of the ships, would be by civil actions to recover 
the penalties given by law for the same ; and we therefore directed that the 
Company’s Attorney should be instructed to apply immediately to such 
persons as appeared from the letters of Mr. Fenwick and other papers on this 
subject to have it in their power to give any evidence thereupon, and after 
having committed to writing such evidence as they might furnish him with, 
to lay before Mr. Burroughs and take his opinion whether there appeared to 
be sufficient ground for supporting such action against any and which of the 
persons in question, reporting the same to the Board with the least possible 
delay. We thought it incumbent upon us to add that in consequence of our 
determination to proceed as above by civil action, it would be improper, and 
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45. It appears however that Mr. Fenwick, upon a personal application 
made to him by the Company’s Attorney, declared his ignorance of the 
connexions of Mr. Campbell' of the 11 Gentile, but 
Consn. 16tli March. re f crre d him to the shopkeeper Mr. Joys and several 
other persons, who all disavowed any knowledge of Mr. Campbell or the ship 
11 Gentile. 


46. The species of proof that was ultimately collected diat Mr. Campbell 
was a British subject concerned in an illegal commerce and trading under 

foreign colours was not thought by the Advocate General 
Consn. 16tli March. sufficient to warrant a prosecution against him on the 
part of the Company; and as that prosecution must have depended for its 
support on the single evidence of Mr. Fenwick himself, we had no hesitation 
in refusing to commit the interests and honor of die Company upon such a 
foundation to die hazard of a failure by commencing an action against 
Mr. Campbell in the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

47. Besides the ships diat we have already mentioned, informations were 
lodged by Mr. C. Fenwick against the ships Princcssa Fredericka, Crown 
Princess and Lydia. 

48. Many suggestions of a similar nature to those brought forward with 
respect to the 11 Gentile were thrown out by Mr. Fenwick in relation to the 
Princcssa Frederica, and dicse fell far short of even die appearance of proof. 
The Company’s Attorney was ordered to enquire of him what grounds he had 
for supposing that this ship was the property of a British subject, or freighted 
or commanded by a subject of His Majesty, and what positive evidence he 
could furnish to prove that she was trading against the laws. Mr. Fenwick 
sent a hasty and insufficient answer to this application and we have since been 
able to collect no more upon die subject. 


49. In regard to die Crown Princessa Maria, Captain — Christmas, the only 
information laid before us was that she was advertized for freight, and this 
was too imperfect to admit of our founding any proceeding upon it. 


50. In consequence of the enquiries which we had directed to be made 
at the instance of Mr. Fenwick respecting die ship Lydia, he furnished us 
with various articles of information which are detailed 
Consn. 14th March. * n nvo ] etters from him dated the 9th, and two dated the 
10th of March. They are recorded on our proceedings of the 14th of that 
month with the result of the investigations made upon the subject by the 
Company’s Attorney and the opinion of the Advocate General, which appearing 
to us to involve some doubt, we desired him to acquaint us "whether the evidence 
that had been collected was sufficient to justify the seizure of the ship Lydia 
and her cargo, in case an action should be brought to recover damages for such 
seizure”. By his reply it appeared that notwithstanding 
Consn. 21 March. positive assertions of Mr. Fenwick in one of his 

letters dated the . 10th of March that he had seen the seamen in that letter 
mentioned and that they would confirm the information given against die 
Lydia and particularly would prove that Thomas Watson was the owner and 
real Captain, yet those men, when applied to by the Company’s Attorney, 
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the ship and cargo were his, Mr. Popham’s, property. lie also stated thar 
shortly after the Etrttsco’s return she was sold, and Captain Pophain purchased 
a new ship of Mr. W. Francis, an American, which ship Captain Popham 
likewise called the Etrnscu. It was understood that the Elrusco was on the 
point of sailing from Bengal, and Fenwick proposed that she should he detained 
until her pass and credentials should have been fully examined. 


41. He acknowledged in a subsequent letter which he addressed to the 
Company’s Attorney that he could only speak from general report 
Consn. 15th Feb- anc l public notoriety, excepting as to the circumstance 
ruary. of Mr. Popham’s being a British subject, which was 

evident from his possessing the commission of a lieutenant in His Majesty’s 
navy, and from his having to Mr. Fenwick’s own knowledge first retailed a 
Consn 29 th Feb- P art ^ lc Europe cnr g° brought in the Etrin.cn, anti 
niary. disposed of the remainder through Messrs. Brcwcll. 

Do. 15th Do. Dring & Co., auctioneers in Calcutta. As a corrobora- 
tive proof that the Etrusco belonged to Mr. Popham and that lie considered 
himself as owner and commander of the ship, Mr. Fenwick stated that upon 
. an action at law having been brought by Mr. Swinhoc 
Consn. 15th Do. as attornc y u £ t he Supreme Court on the part of one 
Stud, the Boatswain of the IJElrusco, to recover a sum due to him for wages. 
Captain Popham thought proper to pay the debt. Mr. Fenwick, in his letter 
of the I4th of February, referred to many other points of evidence which it 
would be expedient to procure but which he confessed his own inability to 
attest, and upon summing up all the articles of additional information which 
he alluded to in his correspondence regarding the Etrusco, we directed our 
Attorney to collect and digest the same, and then submit it to our Advocate 
General. 


42. In our proceedings of this date, upon taking into consideration the 
opinion delivered by the Advocate General upon the question referred to him 

whether there appeared sufficient evidence against 
Consn. 21st March. M r . Popham to recover the penalties given by law for 
the infringement of the statutes prohibiting illicit trade, we resolved that an 
action should be commenced against Mr. Popham in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature to recover the penalty of £500 given by tire statute for acting under 
a foreign flag in trading to the East Indies. 

43. We did not deem it advisable to direct an action against Mr. Popham 
for the recovery of any other penalty, from an apprehension that such 

an action might be successfully defended and the 
Consn. 21st March. Company thereby subjected to costs, and also because 
we deemed it inexpedient to run the hazard of a defeat in any attempt made 
to enforce a penal statute enacted for the protection of the Company’s 
exclusive trade. 

44. The principal points of Mr. Fenwick’s information respecting die ship 
II Gentile arc that Captain Campbell, who served [in the] last war in die British 
navy, came out commander of her and is a British subject, that his friends 
built her in 1786 in die river Thames, that it was to be presumed that the 
cargo was his own and that it was sold to Mr. Joys. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 5 MAY 1792 

Sugar to be secured for the Company’s investment. t 


SECRET DEPARTMENT 

To die Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We had the honor to receive on the 2d instant by the way of 
Bussorah your commands dated the 3d of November, 1791, directing us for 
the reason therein given to secure a sufficient quantity of sugar for the 
Company’s investment or for such a proportion of it as we may have allotted 
for that article. 

2. A copy of your letter was immediately sent to the Board of Trade, 
and wc have the honor to enclose a copy of their answer to it. 

3. The measure they have proposed of enlarging the Company’s Bengal 
commerce in this new and valuable branch of investment appeared to us to 
be so proper that we have given them authority to carry it into execution. 
We also agreed to write to die Bombay Government to request that they 
will send round the ships ordered to that Presidency from Europe, if 
they should not be able to fill them up with pepper or other valuable goods 
on the Malabar Coast, that a quantity of sugar may be put on board 
here. They will afterwards return to Bombay to complete their cargoes 
for England. 

4. A copy of our letter to the Governor in Council upon this occasion wilt 
be sent a number in the packet. 

5. We are induced by the intelligence which you have been pleased to 
send to us to recommend most earnestly to the favorable consideration of the 
Honorable Court of Directors the plan proposed by the Board of Trade and 
adverted to in the 30 and 31st paragraphs of our address dated the 27th ultimo 
for extending the Company’s navigation and commerce in India, and we shall 
hope to receive as early an answer to this proposal as the importance of it 
will conveniently admit. 

Fort William, . We have the honor to be. 

5th May, 1792. 


(Per Dutton .) 
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were found totally unable to establish the fact, or to their own knowledge 
to say to whom the ship or her cargo belonged. The Advocate General, in 
his former letter with respect to the Lydia, had founded an opinion and advice 
therein contained on a supposition that Mr. Fenwick had really seen die 
seamen in question and truly stated the evidence they could give ; but finding 
from the report made to him by the Company’s Attorney of that evidence 
that Mr. Fenwick’s assertions with respect to it were wholly unfounded, 
Mr. Burroughs, in his second letter, declared his opinion to be that no evidence 
had been obtained to shew that either the Lydia or her cargo were the property 
of any subject of His Majesty, except that [the] privia jack and presumptive 
evidence which arose from their being in the possession of persons who were 
subjects of His Majesty, and the effect of which would easily be done away 
by any proof that they belonged to foreigners. 

51. Under these circumstances we deemed it tinadviscablc to order a 
seizure of the ship until we could take this decided measure on more solid 
grounds to warrant it ; and had we placed more confidence in the assurances 
of Mr. C. Fenwick we should have been a good deal disappointed that after his 
positive engagement to prove the Lydia to be British property he entirely 
failed in making any discovery that would allow us to proceed upon it. 

52. It appeared upon furdicr enquiry that although there were strong 
grounds to suspect both the Lydia and he[r] cargo to be British property, yet 
they were so covered and defended from proof of that fact by the Bill of Sale, 
Pass and other papers communicated to us and recorded by a translation of 
diem in our proceedings of die 4th April, diat according to die opinion of the 
Advocate General die Company would probably have been defeated in an 
action if brought for die seizure of either. 

53. We have now endeavoured to lay before you a general but accurate 
detail upon the subject of the information delivered to us by Mr. C. Fenwick, 
referring to our proceedings on die respective dates ; and we have only to add 
that we hope you will concur with us in thinking diat the measures we adopted 
were more expedient than any others suggested, for, however disposed we may 
have been on a private or unofficial view of circumstances to admit in some 
instances the great probability of the facts premised or positively allcdgcd by 
Mr. Fenwick, yet we diouglit we should but ill discharge our duty to die 
Company by precipitating diem on such slight grounds into strong measures 
of so much immediate magnitude as well as eventual importance. 

54. Our object has therefore been to preserve die respect and influence 

of Government undiminished and to avoid die risk of involving the Company 
in extensive doubtful litigations as well as in differences widi foreign powers 
by stopping ships under foreign flags, richly freighted and ready to sail, at a 
time of the year when the smallest delay might have occasioned die loss of 
the .season and when ultimate failure at law would not only subject die Com- 
pany to enormous damages but would also have the effect of encouraging, 
instead of checking, future adventures in this illicit trade. . , 

Fort William, ' We have the honor to be 

27th' April,* 1792. ' • ' , . ' ’ &ca. 

jPer-Dutton .) - • • ! ; . . ‘ - 
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requesting from your Honourable Court the earliest advice of the number and 
tonnage of die ships you may take up in consequence. . 




We have the honor to be, 

Fort William, 


Honorable Sirs, - 

3rd September, 1792. 


Your most faithful servants. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 15 MAY 1794 

Political state of India not favourable for undertaking the expedition 
against Mauritius : Marat has too busy with their own disputes but their power 
not to be ignored ; the Nizam, if unsupported by the Company , likely to yield 
to the Maratha and Mysore demands; Tiptt still formidable — Governor 
General in Council not in favour of the expedition for the time being — 
Difficulties in the way of undertaking the expedition : paucity of European 
troops in India and the dangers involved in withdrawing any portion of them. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 

To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Your Secret Dispatches of the 23d October and 26th November last 
by His Majesty’s ship the Diomede were forwarded to us by the Governor in 
Council of Fort St. George, with an address from him dated the 23d ultimo, 
and reached us on the evening of the 4th instant. 

2. The important subject of these dispatches engaged our most serious 

and deliberate attention, as you will perceive from the copy of our proceedings 
upon them, which we transmit enclosed. . - . 

3; ‘ The natural importance of the measure, the audiority by which it' had 
been judged expedient, and die obligation of obedience to your ; orders as well 
as our own wishes, urged us to promote and second by every possible caution 
your views in undertaking an expedition against the French Islands. But, after 
the maturest consideration, being fully impressed with a conviction diat neither 
the European troops prescribed by your instructions, nor the more limited 
number required by Colonel Stuart, could be withdrawn from India without 
endangering the security of the British possessions, we submitted voluntarily 
to adopt die following resolutions, which we trust will be fully supported by 
the details and arguments in the minute preceding them : — 

“The Governor General in Council, having weighed and considered with 
the greatest attention the important subject contained in the dispatches from 
the Secret Committee of the Honorable the Court of Directors, received on 
Sunday, night and read and recorded on Monday the 5th instant, proceeds 
without further delay to state his observations and reflections upon it.’ 

Vol. XVH— 30 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 3 SEPTEMBER 1792* 


Enquiries about the quantity of sugar to hr tent in 


To the Honorable Court of Directors, 

Honorable Sirs. 

1. Our Secretary having laid Indore m a letter which be received on 
the llth idtitno from Mr, Secretary Morton dated the 1st of March, 1792, 
desiring to be acquainted, by an overland packet and the earliest sea con- 
veyance, for the information of your Honorable Court, v.|iat quantity of sugar 
\vc should probably consign to England between the months of Not ember 
1793 and March 1794, with the expected emt of the same in proportion to the 
different quantities we might be able to procure, ue called upon the Hoard of 
Trade to furnish us with this estimate as soon as porsiblr. 

2. We were afterwards, on the arrival of your ship Pnmbame, honoured 
with your dispatch for this Department dated the 14th of March requiring 
the same account, with a small exception as to the date of consignment, which 
is stated to be from the beginning of October 1793 to the 1st of February, 
1794 ; and you desire that we will continue from time to time to give you 
the earliest information upon this subject, that you may be apprized 
what quantity of tonnage it will he necessary to provide for bringing 
the sugar to England. To this order we shall pay the strictest attention 
in our power. 

3. Previous to the receipt of the letter from Mr. Secretary Morton, your 
Board of Trade had, of themselves, seeing that the state of the sugar trade 
rendered it expedient to take early measures for providing cargoes of that 
article for the ship[s] that would sail from hence in the season of 1793/4, issued 
to the sugar aurungs the instructions of which wc enclose a copy no. 1. 

4. Wc have since received a letter from the Board of Trade, contain- 
ing the best information that they are at present able to furnish, in answer 
to the dispatch from Mr. Morton ; and wc have the honor to lay before you 
a copy of it no. 2. 

5. To add to the chances of its reaching England in sufficient time for 
the purpose mentioned by your Honorable Court, and according to your 
directions, we shall forward it overland by the way of Bombay, giving instruc- 
tions to the Governor in Council at that Presidency to dispatch our letter to 
Bussorah immediately by an express conveyance. 

6. Your attention will be particularly drawn to the 10th paragraph of 
the letter from the Board of Trade in which they mention the number of 
ships they shall be able to return in 1793/4, supposing a continuance of peace 
and usual seasons ; and, according to their desire, we take the liberty of 
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4,390, exclusive of 300 artillery ; and the effect upon the strength of the army 
in general by withdrawing this force from it would be as follows: — 

“The total of the military peace establishment for the three Presidencies 
would be nominally reduced to one half of their full compliment, but allowing 
for sickness and other causes of disability, die actual deminution may be 
estimated at two thirds. The European infantry at Madras will be reduced 
to 1,841, and from the mode in which the men for the service have been 
selected, all die sick and disabled of die army will be included in that number, 
so diat the proportion of men fit for duty left on the Coast will not exceed one 
thousand rank and file. 

“The Board cannot but express their regret that the President in Council 
at Fort St. George should have omitted to state to this Government, as required 
by die instructions of die Secret Committee, Ills full and explicit sentiments 
on the European force indispcnsibly necessary for the safety of the Carnatic. 
Specific information on tills point would have enabled the Board to decide 
conclusively upon their competency to provide the adequate means of defence 
during die absence of the troops required for the expedition without the 
necessity of depending solely upon the suggestions of their own judgment. 

“The sentiments of die President in Council at Fort St. George are thus 
expressed in a letter addressed by their Secretary to Colonel Bradiwaite:— 
‘The President in Council is aware that the measure in agitation will occasion 
a temporary weakness in the defences of die Carnatic; but as the Governor 
General in Council is apprized of die orders of die Secret Committee, and will 
provide, as far as may be practicable, for the security of die Company’s posses- 
sions under diis Presidency during the absence of the troops, there is every 
reason to hope diat this inconvenience will not, in the present situation of 
affairs, be materially felt.’ 

“If the security of the Company's possessions in the Carnatic depends upon 
die substitution of an European force equal to that proposed to be drawn 
from it, nothing can be more apparent than the impossibility of making the 
substitution, as die total of die infantry, rank and file, at Bengal and Bombay 
at this moment amounts only to 4,918 men. How much less, in the opinion 
of die President in Council, might suffice for die safety of the Carnatic, or 
whether any substitution could compensate for the European force proposed 
to be withdrawn, the Board are not informed by him. 

“The Commander in Chief does not hesitate to state his sentiments, in 
which die Board entirely concur with him, that die peace establishment of the 
army in India, supposing it compleat, is not more than sufficient for the protec- 
tion of the Company’s possessions, and that being already deficient in the 
proportion of a third nearly, a further reduction of the European infantry, 
rank and file, in the extent proposed by die Secret Committee or by Colonel 
Stuart, would be immediately dangerous. 

“But confining 1 the consideration to die practicability of replacing the 
European troops at Madras by others from Bengal and Bombay, it remains 
to consider die greatest number diat can be spared from both these Presi- 
dencies ; and die Commander in Chief, deeming it his duty to second as far 
as possible the views of the British Ministry and Secret Committee, has prepared 
a statement of the numbers 2 in the greatest possible extent: — 
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“The expediency of reducing the French settlement at Mauritius and 
Bourbon has often occurred to the consideration of the Board ; and if they 
had possessed means in their apprehension adequate to the attempt, they 
would have eagerly anticipated the resolution of His Majesty’s Ministers for 
undertaking an expedition against those islands. 

“The Secret Committee, in their instructions to the Presidency of Fort 
St. George, express a wish that the expedition should take place as soon as 
possible, unless very particular reasons should induce this Government to 
suspend it, and their orders to this Government are to the same effect, unless 
from some change of affairs in India it should appear dangerous .to the Com- 
pany’s settlements that the considerable force required for this expedition 
should be withdrawn from them. 

“The expectations of His Majesty’s Ministers and the Secret Committee 
cannot exceed the anxious desire of this Government to give the fullest and 
.speediest effect to the measures already taken in execution of the important 
enterprize which have been judged expedient; but as it involves the safety 
of the Company’s possessions in India, the. Governor General in Council, 
deeming their protection his permanent [paramount] duty, conceives it an 
indispensible obligation upon him to consider under this view, and in their 
fullest extent, all the consequences of the question referred to his decision. 

“Nothing can be clearer or more generally admitted than the absolute 
necessity of a sufficient number of European troops in our armies, whether 
for the purpose of military operations, or as a due counterpoise to the native 
troops, or for encouraging and supporting the latter in action; and in this 
conviction the Commander in Chief informs the Board that he. embraced the 
earliest opportunity which occurred after his accession to his' present station 
of representing to the Right Honorable the Secretary of War the incomplcat 
state of His Majesty’s and the Company’s European forces in India; with his 
opinion that they were become inadequate to the services for which they might 
eventually be required. 

“That the Governor General in Council, from a knowledge of the effective 
European strength at the different Presidencies, may be enabled to judge what 
proportion of it can be spared for Madras, the Commander in Chief, Sir Robert 
Abercromby, now communicates a return of the forces, from which it appears 
that the total rank and file of His Majesty’s and .the Company’s European 
troops, including infantry, and artillery, are as follows: — 



•Artillery 

Infantry 

Total 

Bengal 

878 

■ 2,686 

3,564 

Madras . . 

. 768 

6,231 

. 6,999 

Bombay 

,,384 

2,232 

2,616 

Total . 

.. '' 2,030 

11,14? 

13,179 


The total is less than the proper peace establishment by near five thousand 
men. 

“The number of European soldiers proposed by Colonel Stuart for the 
expedition, with a reservation of the sanction of Sir William Meadows, is 
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forces surviving the completion of it might for a long time be required for the 
garrisons of the conquered islands ; and considering the posture of affairs in 
Europe, it cannot be expected that the troops so stationed can be relieved 
from thence, or that recruits will arrive to complete the military establishments 
in India. 

“The supposition of a possible failure in the expedition is attended with 
more serious consequences. The troops might return shattered and diminish- 
ed, and the misfortune of an unsuccessful attempt would materially affect the 
reputation of the English Government in India, and consequently its power, 
in support of which the value of opinion is well known. 

"In the arguments now recorded, the Governor General in Council, as must 
obviously appear, has had a view to' the political state of India, on which, as 
materially influencing, his sentiments with regard to the question under 
discussion, he deems it necessary to enter into a fuller explanation. 

“That there is no reason front present appearances to apprehend any 
circumstances likely to involve the Company in war with the native powers 
may be admitted ; but the tranquillity of the Company’s possessions must be 
deemed to lie endangered from the moment in which the defence necessary for 
their protection is withdrawn. Treaties and aliiancc[s| would prove a feeble 
barrier against the ambition of the native powers, if no other defence existed 
against invasion. 

“It remains then to consider the actual situation of the Marhattas, the 
Nizam and Tippoo. With respect to the former it may be presumed that 
their attention for some time will be sufficiently engaged in dicir discussions 
with the Nizam, in the politics occasioned by the death of Sindiah, and their 
military operations in the west of India against Angria and the Colapore 
Rajah, to take immediate advantage of the diminution 3 of our strength. The 
successor of Sindia will be equally occupied in the establishment of his own 
power, and the commanders of the deceased chieftain, who arc formidable 
from their strength and situation, will follow the views of dicir new master ; 
yet, it is not to lie disregarded that in the army under Colonel Dc Boigne there 
arc many French officers. Any attack upon Bombay by the French is out 
of all question, and there is no ground of alarm from the Poona Government 
in that quarter. The weakness of the Nizam is at once a security against his 
attacking us and a temptation to Tippoo and the Marhattas to invade his 
dominions. 

"The political discussions between the Nizam and die Peshwah have by 
no means a pacific appearance, and the diminution of our forces must lessen 
the weight of our interposition between them as well as die general importance 
of the English power ; and the Nizam may perhaps submit to demands of the 
Peshwah radicr than oppose him at the certainty of hostilities in which he 
can have no support from us. The same remark applies to the unadjusted 
disputes between the Nizam and Tippoo Sultan regarding boundaries in con- 
sequence of the Treaty of Scringapatam, and the return of the hostage princes 
has left us without any other check upon Tippoo than what we derive from 
our actual strength and alliances. 

“The hazard of danger in the opinion of the Board relates principally 
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Rank and file 

“From Bengal: His Majesty’s 76th Regiment ... 396 

„ Malabar: His Majesty’s 75th Regiment ... 459 

„ Bombay: His Majesty’s 77th Regiment ... 513 

',, Bengal:. Honorable Company’s 

3rd European Battalion ... 258 

„ Bengal: Honorable Company’s 

4th European Battalion ... 382 


2,008 


■Three ‘hundred artillery to be added to the above from Bengal. 

. “With this appropriation the number of European rank and file remaining 
at Bengal and Bombay will be as follows: — 

• At Bengal • ... ... ... ... 1,650 

Bombay ... ... . ... ... 1,260 

’: And of artillery: — 

At Bengal ... ... ... ... 698 

„ Bombay . ... ... ... ... 384 


And the military establishment on the Coast will then stand as follows:— 

European infantry, rank and file, belonging to the Coast 1,841 

Supplies from Bengal and Bombay ... ... 2,008 


The artillery, receiving a supply equal to those withdrawn, would be as at 
present. 

“The difference between the above number 3,849 and that of .the troops 
at Madras in the return now recorded is 2,382 rank and file, but the strength 
of men fit for duty will not, on the ground of a preceding remark, exceed 
3,000 men, and probably fall short of it. 


“That this number with the addition of native troops will be deemed 
adequate to the security of our possessions on the Coast, the Governor General 
in Council presumes, will not be affirmed ; and in the event of an emergency, 
the preceding statement will indisputably prove that no considerable remforce- 
.ment can be sent from Bengal and Bombay, nor any without hazard. 

- “The total rank and file at the three Presidencies, if the requisition of 
Colonel Stuart be complied - with and the arrangements in consequence take 
■ place, will be 6,759 only, viz., 

At Madras ... 3,849 

„ Bengal ... 1,650 

„ Bombay .., 1,260 of which a considerable number must 

• : always be unfit for duty. 

. “If the absence, of die troops required for the expedition were supposed to 
be for a short time only, the question would be relieved of a part of its 
difficulties. But, presuming the ■ enterprize successful, the whole European 
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that under these circumstances he would probably be induced to invade our 
dominions ; and they have no hesitation in adding their conviction that the 
invasion would be attended with most serious consequences. 

"Admitting our frontiers to be improved, our possessions at the same time 
are extended, particularly by the ceded provinces on the coast of Malabar ; and 
if our means after tire subtraction of the troops required for the expedition are 
unequal to the conduct of an offensive war, they are no less so for the purpose 
of general defence. Having stated it as a fundamental principle that the 
safety of the Company’s possessions depends upon their real force to defend 
them, and the absolute necessity that it should be composed of a large propor- 
tion of Europeans, it will not be contended that, if an establishment of 17,000 
infantry is requisite for that purpose, the British dominions in India can be 
deemed secure when left with only 6,759 European rank and file, who must, 
from obvious causes, unless recruited from® Europe, be in a state of progressive 
decrease. 

“The Governor General in Council places no further reliance on the 
collateral arguments which he has stated than as they lead to the conclusion of 
actual danger to the British possessions in India, as to [sic] the sole consideration 
that could weigh with him to hesitate granting in their fullest extent the force 
required for the expedition prescribed by the orders of the Secret Committee. 

“The Governor General in Council cannot but regret the want of those 
communications with Colonel Stuart, to which he is referred by the Secret 
Committee. It is of the utmost importance to ascertain whether His Majesty’s 
Ministers were informed of the defective state of the army in India when it was 
proposed to withdraw from it 5,000 European rank and file and 300 artillery 
for an expedition against the French Islands ; of this he is uninformed, as well 
as whether any recruits are expected from Europe by the ships of the season, 
or whether there is a probability of the arrival of any of His Majesty’s troops. 
Wholly unapprized of the views of His Majesty’s Ministers further than as they 
are expressed in the instructions of the Secret Committee on the subject of the 
expedition, his reasoning applies to the safety of the British possessions in India, 
as affected by the reduction of the force required for their defence. 

"The Governor General in Council does not think it his duty to enter into 
discussion regarding the mode or practicability of a successful attempt upon 
Mauritius and Bourbon ; it will be sufficient to communicate the intelligence 
collected at Bengal regarding those islands for the information of Major 
General Sir William Meadows and Colonel Stuart, that they may have all the 
information before them which it is in the power of this Government to 
furnish. 

"Having thus fully detailed the observations which have occurred on the 
instructions of the Secret Committee, the Board will now proceed to a conclu- 
sion. Little doubt appears to have been entertained in Europe of the ability of 
this country to furnish the troops required for the expedition in question, and 
still less of its success. In this confidence, and at a heavy expence, a naval arma- 
ment of great magnitude has been fitted out, and the disappointment, should 
the expedition be suspended, cannot but be severely felt. The Board, most 
forcibly impressed with the weight due to these arguments: and anxious for 



.470 


SECRET LETTER TO COURT 


to Tippoo, and the consequences would be ultimately near the same whether 
he attacked the Nizam or our possessions in the, Carnatic. 

“It cannot be supposed that the character of Tippoo Sultaun is changed 
by the events of the late war, although his power has been so materially 
reduced. Resentment is now added to his ambition. The Governor General 
in Council states it as a fundamental principle that Tippoo looks to a favorable 
opportunity for regaining the possessions of which he lias been deprived and 
that he will make the attempt whenever that opportunity in his judgement 
occurs. •' ‘ 

“Upon this principle the Governor General in Council cannot but deem 
it highly probable that Tippoo Sultaun would avail himself 1 of the absence 
of our force to commence hostilities, and, if the discussions between the 
Marhattas and the Nizam: should terminate in war, he would have a stronger 
inducement. We could not in that case expect the assistance of our allies; 
and on that assistance, at any time, little reliance can be placed, unless wc 
were in a situation to make an effectual opposition without .it. . It is not im- 
probable that the Peshwah, in the supposed event of a war with Tippoo, might 
consider it more his interest to remain neuter in the contest in the view of 
availing himself of the opportunity to establish his controul in the north, and 
of benefiting by a contention which must necessarily weaken one or both of 
the parties engaged in it. The policy and arguments of the late Madajec 
Sindeah were directed to impress the Peshwah with a conviction that our 
power was more formidable, and more to be apprehended, than that of Tippoo ; 
and to his suggestions the delay of the Marhattas in completing the explanatory 
defensive treaty is attributed®.' ' "• . 

“If it should be contended that die power of Tippoo has" been too far 
reduced to admit of a renewal of hostilities on his part, the Governor General 
in Council thinks it necessary to observe that, from connected as well as late 
accounts from'Seringapatam, he still appears to have a powerful force on foot, 
which would be formidable in proportion to the diminution of our strength 
and the experience which he acquired in the late war, the , successful termina- 
tion of which, whatever assistance we. might derive from the co-operation of 
our allies, must be attributed to the exertions of the’ British troops. 

“To suppose the native powers ' of India inattentive to the conduct or 
operations of this Government would imply great ignorance of the political 
state of Hindostan, and the diminution of our force, if the expedition, against 
the islands should take place, would be soon made known, .probably with 
exaggeration. With most, of the native, courts Europeans are connected, 
capable , of supplying the defective . intelligence of the natives. Let it be 
conceived that accurate information of the reduction of our European strength 
were, communicated to Tippoo, with an explanation that a long period must 
elapse before it would return, or any reinforcement arrive to' supply its absence ; 
that, in replacing a part of it, our forces both at Bengal and Bombay had been 
weakened, and that no further supplies would be sent from those settlements. 
He would conclude very justly that we were not in a situation to carry on an. 
offensive war, which alone could be formidable to him ; and he well knows what 
the Marhattas as well as the Nizam have plainly asserted, that a protracted 
war must be ruirious to us in the extreme, The Board have stated their opinion 
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arguments: that no dependence can be placed on the attachment of the native 
powers ; that our alliance, which is courted whilst our strength continues solid 
and undiminished, would he little regarded under an alteration of circumstances, 
and that those who, in the view of deriving support from this connection with 
us, arc anxious for the continuance of it would become suspicious friends or 
real enemies, if the strength from which the support is derived were naturally 
lessened ; that Tippoo, notwithstanding the reduction of his power, is still for- 
midable from his activity, abilities, resources and experiences, and that from 
motives of resentment as well as ambition, he would seize the opportunity for 
resuming the possession of which he has been deprived, and the reputation 
which he has lost. 

6. We arc compelled, in justification of motives, most friendly [fervently] to 
request you to consider the consequences of an invasion of the Carnatic by 
Tippoo after the troops required by Colonel Stuart for the expedition against the 
islands shall have been withdrawn from it. The number of European rank and 
file left there would not exceed 3,000 men fit for die service ; no considerable 
reinforcement could he spared from Bengal or Bombay, nor any be sent without 
hazard. With these troops it would be impossible to carry on an offensive war 
within the territories of Tippoo, and his cavalry in that case might overrun 
the Carnatic without effectual opposition, whilst the remainder of his army 
would Ixi employed in other cntcqirizcs. The troops sent against the Mauritius 
and Bourlxm would either be wanted to maintain the conquest of these islands 
or, in die event of disappointment, return mutilated and diminished, affording, 
in the latter case, little accession of strength, which also would be counter- 
balanced by loss of reputation. 

7. That Tippoo is ignorant of our situation, or unapprized of the advan- 
tages which he would have from die absence of our troops, is not to be 
supposed ; nor should we lie justified in trusting the safety of the Carnatic to 
this supposition, whilst we firmly believe diat it would be endangered if an 
invasion of it by Tippoo were actually to take place. But admitting that our 
territories on that part of India might be defended, the successful termination 
of die war would be long protracted, and might alternately depend upon rein- 
forcements from Europe which, from the posture of affairs there, we are assured, 
could not be speedy, nor even certain. 

8. That it was foreseen in Europe diat die expedition could not be under- 
taken widiout risque, we readily admit. If the probable absence of the 
European troops required for it could have been estimated, or if their absence 
could be supplied with new recruits and reinforcements, our apprehensions 
would be proportionately less. Our resolutions, as you will observe, arc adopted 
to the extent of dicir [these] qualifications. 

9. We have not the least doubt that our arguments will have the sanction 
of the opinion of Marquis Cornwallis, which, from our own recollection as well 
as that of other individuals widi whom His Lordship confidendy conversed, 
authorized us to assert that the number of European troops which we have 
directed to be tendered to Major General William Meadows exceed the supply 
which, in His Lordship’s judgement, could be spared from India .on an expedi- 
tion against die French Islands. 

10. It is impossible for us to determine whether the executive r "~’“'rs will 
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undertaking- the expedition against the islands, sincerely regret ' the absolute 
impossibility of compleating the -requisition 1 either of the Secret Committee or of 
Colonel Stuart for European troops without endangering, in their judgement, 
the. safety of the British possessions in India.. 

“The Board cannot suppose that the considerable deficiency in the European 
force required for the expedition can be adequately supplied by any number 
of . native troops which could be : offered, but' will nevertheless authorize the 
tender and direct the supply of any number that General Meadows may 
require. 1 ...••• ’ ’■ • 

“If the Governor General' in Council had been influenced solely by a 
personal responsibility, it would 'have induced his immediate obedience to the 
orders of the Secret Committee of the Honorable the Court of Directors ; but 
being impressed with . a thorough conviction that the troops required for 
this expedition could not be withdrawn from India without 7 real danger to the 
British posssessions in it, he deems it his indispensible duty to act upon that 
conviction, and. he mists His Majesty’s Ministers and the Secret Committee of 
the Honorable Court of Directors will not hesitate . to approve opinions and 
resolutions which, itrmust be evident, nothing but the strongest sense of duty 
could have suggested. , : . 

. “Resolved therefore as follows: — 

First. That in conformity with the opinions now recorded, no further pro- 
portion of European infantry, rank-.and file, be sent from India for. an expedition 
against the Islands of Mauritius and Bourbon than can be replaced from Bengal 
and Bombay or than may be expected to be replaced by recruits or. reinforce- 
ments from Europe -by theship[s] of the season. 

Second. That in addition to the above, three hundred artillery be allotted 
for the expedition in question to be replaced by an equal number from Bengal. 

Third. That as many native troops be granted for it as may be required 
and can be furnished in sufficient time for the ..purpose. 

Fourth. That it be left to Major General Sir William Meadows or, in the 
event of his own arrival, to Colonel Stuart, to' determine whether the prepara- 
tions, for the expedition shall be undertaken under the above limitations or 
otherwise.” 4 ■ - 

4. That there is a fair prospect, under existing circumstance[s], of peace in 
India, as well as the stability of our alliances with the Peshwah and Nizam, and 
that the power of Tippoo has been considerably reduced by the success of the 
late war, are points which we readily admit. But on the other hand we hold it 
equally indisputable that the severity [security] of the Company’s dominions 
in India depends upon their actual strength to maintain it, that it is exposed 
to hazard from the moment in which that force necessary, for that purpose is 
withdrawn, and that a large proportion of European soldiers in our armies is 
indispensibly requisite to constitute that strength, that the military European 
establishment is at present deficient by nearly 5,000® men, and that the subtrac- 
tion. of those required for the expedition would reduce the number of European 
infantry remaining in India to a, third -of its full and proper compliment. ; 

5. In addition to these circumstances you will find the following 
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2. The Governor in Council of Fort St. George, apprehending that the 
measures taken by him, agreeably to the suggestions of Colonel Stuart, for 
procuring freight for the transportation of provisions and stores to die Frendi 
Islands would prove insufficient, submitted to us the expediency of adopting 
similar measures in Bengal. He also stated it to be indispensably necessary 
that not less than thirty thousand bags of the best cargo rice should be shipped 
from Bengal ; and in subsequent letters, besides an indent for 25 garcc of 
doll [dal], 25 garcc of pease, and 328 candies ghee of the best quality 1 , has recom- 
mended that the commanders of all vessels sailing from hence widi provi- 
sions &ca. on account of the intended expedition may be directed to receive 
also as much livestock as they can take care of. 

3. In pursuance of these applications, and that the necessary measures for 
carrying on the expedition, if ultimately resolved upon, might not be neglect- 
ed, the Governor General lost no time in taking preparatory steps for supply- 
ing the quantity of grains specified by the Governor in Council of Fort St. 
George under terms 2 that the vessels carrying it should be freighted, if 
required, for carrying grain or troops to the Mauritius ; and with this view 
proposed certain queries to the houses of agency and persons engaged in the 
mercantile line at this settlement to ascertain the terms upon which vessels 
might be obtained for the above purposes, including propositions also for the 
supply of the grain required if agreeable to them. 

4. As many details would unavoidably attend the adjustment of these 
terms which could not be carried on with expedition without personal com- 
munications with 9 the proposers, we readily accepted an offer from the 
Governor General to undertake the conclusion of agreements agreeably to die 
offers which might appear most advantageous to the public ; and he has accord- 
ingly communicated to us an agreement with Messrs. Fairlic, Reid & Co., 
which we entirely approved, the terms of it being obviously the lowest of many 
offered. For the particulars we beg leave to refer to die accompanying copy 
of his minute and paper recorded with it on our proceedings of the 23d and 
28 instant. 

5. We have further directed the doll [dal], pease and ghee indented for to 
be provided by die garrison storekeeper, and included in the freight taken up ; 
and as sheep appear to be the most proper livestock for the intended expedi- 
tion, we have ordered as many of those to be sent on the vessels now freighted 
as they can conveniently carry, requesting the Governor General at the same 
time to enquire for any odier vessels going to the Coast, and to engage with die 
commanders of them for the transportation of such number of sheep as they 
can take, so as to send in the whole, if possible, at least one thousand. 

6. We calculated [diat] the five freighted vessels will arrive at Madras at 
the latest by the 1st of August, and some of them earlier; but at all events we 
saw* no reason to doubt dicir being fully in time for Admiral Gardiner’s fleet, 
which was not expected to leave England before the 1st February, and 5 will pro- 
bably be later 0 and can hardly be expected to reach Madras before the middle 
of July, if so soon. 

7. The foregoing measures, as you will observe from our proceedings, 
were immediately communicated to the Governor in Council of Fort St. 
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think it expedient or otherwise to undertake the expedition under the limita- 
tions in our resolutions. Our instructions to the Presidency of Fort St. George 
arc adapted to either supposition, and, at all events, we cannot but express our 
sincere satisfaction at the prospect of the arrival of the expected naval force 
from Europe, which the number and depredations of the French concerns 
[cruisers] in India rendered more and more necessary. 

11. We have now detailed to you the motives which induced us to gratify 
[modify] the extent of your requisition for troops in the anxious expectation that 
they will be honored with your approbation. The safety and security of the 
British possessions in India, we deemed our permanent [paramount] duty ; and 
it is a matter of sincere regret to us that we must, in our opinion, have exposed 
them to hazard and danger by an implicit obedience to your commands ; but we 
should have been left without justification if in acting contrary to our con- 
viction the apprehended dangers had ensued whilst your orders admitted the 
exercise of any discretion. 

12. That the President in Council at Madras should have expressed an 
unqualified acquiescence in the requisition of Colonel Stuart may be accounted 
for from the urgent necessity of preparing without delay for the expectation 
[expedition], under the knowledge of your reference to our discretion, and in 
confidence that we possessed the means of substituting that defence which it 
was proposed to withdraw from the Carnatic. But we acknowledge our sur- 
prize and disappointment at his omission to inform us to what extent the subs- 
titution was judged essentially necessary, and that he should not have intimated 
any apprehension of hazard under circumstances which to our conviction 
suggested the idea of real danger ; and we cannot but further regret that our 
decisions. .has from necessity been made without die information which we 
have above pointed out in [and] the benefit of those communications with 
Colonel Stuart to which we are referred by your instructions. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be 

the 15th May, 1794.. &ca., . &ca., &ca. 

(Per Sugar Cane.) 
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: SECRET LETTER DATED 31 MAY 1794 

' i , * . , 

Collection of stores, provisions and equipment for the Mauritius 
expedition. 

To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor of- transmitting you by the Boddington a dupli- 
cate of our Secret Address of the 15th instant by the Sugar Cane, together with 
a continuation of our proceedings on the subject of it, of which we also subjoin 
the substance, 
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season has been entirely relinquished, and all the preparations for this purpose 
have stopped. .Whether in the exercise of the discretion left to us it will be 
resumed next year is a point which we have not yet determined. 

Fort William, ... We have the -honor to be, 

The 18th August, 1794. Honorable Sirs, 

(Overland) ' : &ca '> &ca - 
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Supply of pat and san. 


To the Secretary to the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of 


Directors. 


Sir, , 

The Governor General in Council has directed me to transmit to you the 
enclosed copy of a letter which has been received from the Board of Trade on 
die subject of the Committee’s dispatches, dated the 23d October 1793, and to 
request diat you will be pleased to lay it before them. 

Fort William, I have the honor to be, 

22d August, 1794. Sir, &ca. 

( Per Naticy.) (Signed) E. Hay. 

Secretary to the Government. 


ANNEXURE. 


SECRET DEPARTMENT 


Board of Trade. 
(For transmission to 
die Court of Directors 
per Nancy.) 


To the Honorable Sir John Shore Bart., Governor General in Council at 
Fort William. 

Honorable. Sir, ; 

1. Deeming it proper that the Court of Directors should be advised by 
the Nancy of the progress we have made towards fulfilling the orders con- 
tained in the letter from the Secret Committee under date the 23d of October, 
1793, for a consignment of pant and sun by the returning ships of the e-' * 
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George ; and in consideration of the intelligence, contained in 'the Military 
Letter from the Honorable Court of Directors dated the 11th December and 
lately received by the Heroine, of their intention to send out a thousand 
recruits, if possible by the ships of the ensuing season, we resolved to authorize 
an addition of 500 Europeans, rank and file, to the force already ordered to be 
tendered to General Meadows by our instructions of the 9th instant, in passing 
which resolution we were influenced by a wish to use every justifiable effort 
to promote the expedition ordered by His Majesty, and your Honorable Com- 
mittee ; and relying on the supply of recruits for Bengal being a moiety of 
the number stated, we judged it incumbent on us, as well as consistent with our 
former resolutions, to authorize the additional equipment above specified. - - 

8. In taking measures for the eventual undertaking of the expedition 1 , 
notwithstanding the uncertainty of the determination of the executive 
officers, under the prescribed limitations communicated to them through the 
Governor of Fort St. George, we, in addition to the reasons* before assigned, 
considered it highly probable die Marquis Cornwallis would have arrived in 
England before the fleet destined for die attack of the French Islands could 
sail ; and that in consequence of his communicadons, such a number of troops 
might be: ordered from England as with those that can be spared from this 
country might be deemed sufficient for the expedition. We accordingly inti- 
mated this suggestion to the Governor in Council at Fort St. George as a further 
reason, for their continuing to make every necessary preparation for the 
eventual undertaking of the expedition against the French Islands, though, 
we doubt not,- they would have done it under our former instructions till the 
arrival of General Meadows or the receipt of further directions. 

Fort William, I have the honor to be, 

the 31st May, 1794. . Honorable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 

(Per Boddington.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 18 AUGUST 1794 

' Expedition against Mauritius abandoned for the season. 

To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court, of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, ■ 

1. We take the opportunity of an overland dispatch to advice you of the 
receipt of your, orders of the 23d of October arid 26 November, 1793, and of 
the 21st March, 1794. 

2. For a particular account of our proceedings and resolutions in conse- 
quence of them, we beg leave to refer you to our addresses by the Sugar Cane, 
Boddington, and Nancy .packet, and have only to inform you at present -that 
the prosecution of the expedition' against the "French Islands during the present 
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The Mauritius expedition abandoned owing to the lateness of the season 
and paucity of European troops — Preparations made for undertaking it in the 
ensuing year — Proposal to station a small squadron near Mauritius to intercept 
enemy ships and collect information. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 


To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our dispatches of the 15th and 31st of May by the Sugar Cane and 
Boddington will advise you of our resolutions and proceedings upon the orders 
transmitted to us in your Secret Letters of the 23rd of October and 26th of 
November, 1793, relative to an expedition against the French Islands. Your 
subsequent instructions of 'the 21st March on the same subjects were received 
on die 4di uldmo. 

2. It is proper, in point of form, to mention a mistake that happened in 
putting up die packets of the last dispatch, the one addressed on the envelope 
to the Government General enclosing a letter to the Governor in Council at 
Fort St. George, while that forwarded to Fort St. George enclosed a letter ex- 
pressed to be to us, and a duplicate. We did not however hesitate to consi- 
der the orders addressed to die Government of Fort St. George as equally 
intended for die guidance of diis. 

3. We lost no time in mceung to take your orders into consideration, and, 
under the influence of the same opinions which have already directed our reso- 
lutions, expressed our determination to the Government of Madras in terms to 
the following effect. That as Colonel Stuart had already communicated his 
deliberate opinion that no diminution could be admitted in the original requi- 
sition for the European troops to be sent to the expedition against the Islands, 
and as we were equally confirmed in our sentiments that the requisition could 
not be complied with widiout danger to the British possessions in India, for 
this and other reasons, we were bound by the obligations of our duty to declare 
our decided opinion that the expedition should not be carried into execution 
during the present season. How far it might be advisable or practicable to 
undertake it at die commencement of the next year was a point of future 
determination, on which we should communicate to them our sentiments at 
large. This determination was strengthened by a consideration -of the diffi- 
culties attending a timely substitution of an adequate force from Bengal to 
supply the troops to be sent from the Coast in the service of the expedition, 
as pointed out in a minute delivered by the Commander in Chief and recorded 
on the preceding day, and by further reasons suggested by the advanced state 
of the season and the uncertainty of the arrival of a sufficient naval force to 
co-operate in the proposed expedition. 
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season 1794/S, we beg leave to state the same briefly as follows, reserving our 
proceedings at large for transmission by a future opportunity. 

2. We have ascertained diat the whole quantity of 1,000 tons of pant 
required, by which, as noticed in our address of the 14th of May,, we under- 
stand to be meant 30,000 factory maunds, is procurable. 

3. The article is produced in every part of die country diat is not in- 
undated ; but die districts where it most abounds, and where diat grows from 
which arc made die gunnies and rope mosdy used in Calcutta, are Purneah. 
Dinagcporc, Rajcmahal, Rungporc, Jcssorc, and die southern parts of 
Nuddiah. Accordingly, we have looked to these places for die principle 
supply, but have ordered some from various other quarters for die purpose 
of general experiment. 

4. The price will mosdy stand at from about sicca rupees 1-8 to sicca 
rupees 1-12 per factory maund, including commission and all charges to the 
Presidency ; to which, adding the. charges diat will arise at the Export Ware- 
house, vizt., screwing, packing, cooly-liirc, boat-hire and sloop-lure, reckoned at 

Sa. Rs. 0-13a-7^p p er factory maund, die total cost on 
ilcrlTsa"?*^ at shipboard, assuming the highest of die above rates, will 

1>lc J be sicca rupees 2-9-7 -fa per factory maund, or per ton 

£9-2- 13^, being less by shillings 17-10 ps l dian die rate at which die letter from 
the Secret Committee mentions diat the commodity will answer. 

5. The Export Warehouse charges, we must remark, will probably admit 
of reduction by some of the packing materials sent widi die article from die 
factories being used again at the Warehouse, and hereafter, should die trade 
become permanent, by erecting a proper screw. At all events every possible 
attention will be given by us to bring the charges as low as possible. 

6. The rate of £6-12-6 per ton at which, as noticed by the Secret Com- 
mittee, the President at Radnagorc in his letter of the 6th of October, 1792, 
estimated that the commodity could be delivered on ship-board, all charges 
included, proves, on further enquiry of him, erroneous. He appears to have 
fallen into the mistake by reckoning the Export Warehouse charges at only 
sicca rupees 0-2a-l per factory maund. It appears also diat die Radnagorc 
Districts do not produce pant sufficient for their consumption, dierc being 
an annual importation from Dinagcporc and die eastern parts of Bengal. 
Consequently a supply from that quarter cannot be looked for. 

7. We have given directions for purchasing the hundred tons of sun 
required, and have no doubt of procuring that quantity. 


We arc, 
with respect, 

Honorable Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants. 

Fort William, 

the 20th August, 1794. (Signed) John Bristow / Rd. Kennaway / John Bebb. 
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by the Government of Fort St. George, considering the length of time that 
may intervene before the expedition takes place. 

9. We have also to notice an offer, liberally made to us by His Highness 
the Nabob Wallau Jau, of the use of the vessel, called the Success galley, in 
his service to be employed in any manner we might direct. We accepted it 
with suitable acknowledgements to the Nabob, but. when the service was 
deferred we would not detain the ship and acquainted the commander 
accordingly. 

10. To this recital we have only to add what respects undertaking the 
expedition against the French Islands in the ensuing year. 

11. You will observe our sentiments upon the subject, which is discussed 
in the enclosed copy of a letter that we wrote to the Government at Fort St. 
George on the 18th of last month, and that we have desired their opinion: 
1st, as to the European force indispensibly necessary for the protection and 
security of the Company’s possessions under their authority, taking into consi- 
deration at the same time any practicable augmentation of their native troops, 
either infantry or cavalry; and 2ndly, the means of procuring proper 
transports. 

12. To lessen the difficulty of obtaining such transports, we have thought 
it expedient, after ascertaining that the ships employed in the China trade 
from Bombay would be best calculated for the accommodation of troops, to 
authorize the Select Committee of Supracargoes at Canton 1 to assemble the 
commanders of the several ships in that river that may be engaged in the 
country trade, of size and dimensions which would answer either for trans- 
ports or store ships, and to communicate to them the possibility of a consider- 
able quantity of tonnage being required at Fort St. George in the months of 
January and February next, submitting to them how far it might be an object, 
under tins information, to touch at Fort St. George on the possibility of their 
ships being chartered for a time by the Company. The Select Committee of 
Supracargoes has been also requested to be very clear and explicit, upon 
making such communications, in giving the commanders to understand that 
it is not meant, by holding out this prospect of employment for their ships, 
to afford them any plea or claim for compensation, if their vessel should not 
be required ; and of course that they will not be induced to diminish the freight 
of their returning ships from the expectation which we have suggested. 

13. We are not aware that they can experience any inconvenience from 
calling at Fort St. George ; and we understand that some ships equal perhaps 
to 9 or 10,000 tons burthen may be expected in Bengal between the months 
of November and January, so that, if the expedition should take place, we 
shall have it in our power to settle with some of the owners or commanders 
at this Presidency. Copies of our letter to Canton and Madras will be numbers 
in the packet. 

14. On the subject of an expedition to the French Islands we shall do 
ourselves the honor of making you acquainted with our decision as soon as we 
are enabled to determine finally upon it; and in the mean time we have re- 
commended to the Governor in Council at Fort St. George to urge on our 
parts to the Commander of His Majesty’s ships in India the necessity of his 

Voi. xvn— 3i 
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4. Wc resolved in consequence to discontinue all the preparations that 
had been made for it, and all the orders for the detachments intended to be 
sent to Fort St. George ; but the directions, although issued immediately and 
forwarded by express, for die return of the detachment of artillery and lascars 
embarked on the country ship Fort William were too late to reach that ship, 
and the detachment has therefore proceeded to the Coast. 

5; We revoked die appointments which had been made of a Deputy 
Fay Master and Head Surgeon to the detachment of European infantry &ca. 
that had been under orders for the service, and requested .the Governor General 
to use die best means in his power to setdc with the owners or commanders 
of die ships that had been freighted for the conveyance of the troops and stores 
and were still here, so diat the Company’s loss upon this account might be 
diminished as much as possible under the change of circumstances incidental 
to your orders of die 21st of March. 

6. In letters to die Bombay Government and Supravisor of Malabar, we 
desired die former to countermand any orders that might have been issued 
for sending round His Majesty’s 77th Regiment to Madras, and .die latter 
to signify to the Commanding Officer of die troops on the Malabar Coast that 
similar directions were to be given in respect to die 75th Regiment proceeding 
to die coast of Coromandel ; and our determination to relinquish the expedi- 
tion against die French Islands was communicated to the Residents at Poona 
and Hydrabad for die information of their respective Courts. 

.7. In a few days after our instructions of the 5th of July were sent to 
Madras, and in a letter of a prior date from that Government, we received 
dieir opinion strongly conclusive against die probability of means being found 
to convey die troops and stores to the French Islands without the assistance 
of the Company’s ships; and with it a copy of a letter from Colonel Stuart in 
which he plainly evinces the expediency at. least, if not die necessity, of sus- 
pending the expedition till next year. Copies of the letters from the Governor 
in Council at Fort St. George and Colonel Stuart upon this subject will be sent 
’ numbers in the packet. 

8 . . Our proceedings of the annexed dates contain die resolutions that were 
passed . and orders given in the interval between the date of our last advices 
Cons 13 th, 23rd an d die receipt of your letter of die 21st of March for 
30tK June. . ’ reinforcing the army at Madras from hence as well as 
4th July. by new levies to be made there, while so large a propor- 

tion of the troops , at the Presidency should be employed on. the proposed 
service. Under the present circumstances, it is unnecessary to detail, these 
resolutions at length but wfe think it incumbent on us to acquaint you that 
an. application having been made by the Government at Fort St. George, hy 
our desire, to the Dutch Government of Colombo for a body of their European 
troops to.'proceed to Madras and serve with those of the Company during the 
continuance of die expedition to the . French Islands, they immediately de- 
clared their readiness to comply with it, and determined to spare us a detacli- 
. ment of 800 Europeans. A part was to be. sent by water from Ceylon to Nega- 
patam and the remainder from Trincomale. . We have proposed their remain- 
ing for the present at Negapatam, unless the : Dutch Government should ex- 
press a solicitude for their return or that should be thought more adviseable 
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Fort St. George and Bombay for their respective guidance ; and we notified to 
the Director and Council at Chinsurah and to die Chief and Council at Fredricks- 
nagorc that we have been under the necessity of determining, for the present 
and until further orders, that the annual supplies of saltpetre to the foreign 
companies should be withheld. We beg your attention to the circumstance that 
these supplies arc understood to be exported; but we had no hesitation in 
assuring these Governments that upon any future revocation of the orders, if 
the exigencies of the Company and other considerations should admit of our 
affording die supplies that would be due for die intermediate time according 
to die quantities that have been usually spared each year to the foreign com- 
panies, we should readily consent to their being provided. 

4. ' We also acquainted them that we had forbidden the shipping of salt-' 
petre on ships or vessels belonging to foreign nations or to the individuals of 
foreign states. 

5. To the communication of our sentiments to the Dutch Company, an 
answer was received rather expressive of their surprise at their being put in this 
respect upon die same footing with other nations in Bengal, as from the nature 
of their situation, as well as from the circumstance of the Dutch being our allies, 
they expected some distinction in their favor. They could not by any means 
allow that this accidental circumstance should be considered in any shape as a 
cession of their right to receive annually 23,000 maunds of saltpetre ; and they 
further stated that as the Dutch Company had never ceded their rights to a free 
trade, they could not permit themselves to be placed upon the same footing with 
other nations which had relinquished that privilege ; and finally they desired 
that we would not form an opinion so injurious to them as that of supposing 
that they would make any use of the permission detrimental to our interests. 
At the same time they informed us that circumstances rendered the usual 
supply at present unnecessary. 

6. To this representation we replied that we thought it incumbent on us to 
assure them that in finding it our duty to withhold for a time the annual supplies 
of saltpetre to foreign companies, we had not the most remote intention of 
conveying thereby a supposition that die allies of the British nation would 
appropriate any part of such supplies to the assistance of foreigners, or to any 
purpose detrimental to our mutual interests ; but that with every precaution 
on their part to prevent the article from falling into the possession of the 
enemy, the risque would certainly be considerable; and that it was a great 
satisfaction to us to find that they did not apprehend any inconvenience from 
its being withheld. 

7. We also acquainted them that we had always understood that the 
annual supply of saltpetre was considered rather as an accommodation and 
indulgence, and that we had not the most remote intention of deriving prece- 
dent from the present stoppage of it ; but that, as they deemed it to be a right 
and prerogative, it became our duty to request that they would state to us the 
grounds on which their claim to such right was founded, assuring them at the 
same time that we should be fully open to conviction of our conception if the 
nature of supply should be erroneous. 

8. We have received their answer stating die grounds on winch they 
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returning with a part or the whole of his squadron to a station off Mauritius, 
as well for the purpose of cutting off supplies as for the chance of obtaining 
information on the state of the inhabitants at the Islands, with a request that 
if any information of importance should reach him, especially before the 
middle of October, he will immediately communicate it. 

15. We have signified to the Madras Government that the confidence 
reposed in Colonel Stuart by His Majesty’s Ministers, and the great respon- 
sibility which will remain with him in die event of carrying the expedition into 
effect, suggest die propriety of a communication widi him on all matters rela- 
ting to it, and that we shall be happy to receive his sentiments on any points 
of reference to diem or of consideration between the two Governments, either 
by letter or personally, which die season and opportunity will now suffidendy 
admit. 

16. It is only further necessary to add that in order to be better prepared 
for the expedition we have proposed to die Governor in Council at Fort St. 
George to complete dicir military establishment by die additional four batta- 
lions we before audiorizcd, and that we. have desired that die artillery sent 
round from hence on die ship Fort William may remain at that Presidency. 

17. A continuation of our proceedings in this Department commencing 
with those of the 18di of February, 1793, and ending with the 4th of July, 
1794, will be transmitted to you in die Nancy’s packet. 

Fort William, We have &ca. 

25th August, 1794. 

{Per Nancy.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 30 DECEMBER 1794 

Supply of saltpetre to foreigners withheld : Dutch protest — Naval unit sent 
for reconnaissance off the French Islands. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 

To the Secret Committee pf the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatdies dated 
the 31st January, 8th and 21st of March, 8th of April, 24th of May and 14th 
of June. 

2. The orders in your letter of 31st January relative to the homeward 
bound ships have been duly attended to, and instructions corresponding with 
the enclosed copies of them have been given to the commanders of the Indiamen 
now under dispatch. 

3. Those of the 8th of March prohibiting the shipping of saltpetre on ships 
or vessels belonging to foreigners were communicated to the Governments of 
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16. At the suggestion of Colonel Stuart, the Madras Government ordered 
Major Petrie of their establishment to embark on one of the ships for the 
purpose of making such observations or enquiries as, in die event of our 
sending a force against the French, might prove of essential advantage ; and 
for the purpose of assisting Major Petrie, the Madras Government sent also 
ttvo French gentlemen, Captain Conway and Monsieur Courson, both well 
acquainted with the Islands, together with a French sailor whose knowledge 
of the coast at the Mauritius might render him a useful and an able pilot. 

17. Our answers to your letters of the 21st of March, 8th April and 14th 
of June must be in general that we shall implicitly attend to die orders con- 
tained in them. 

18. With respect to the expedition against the Mauritius, we beg leave to 
refer you to the enclosed copies of minutes from the Governor General, in 
who'c sentiments on the subject we entirely concurred ; and it is only necessary 
for us to state in consequence that it has been altogether relinquished, unless 
it can be undertaken with a force greatly inferior to die original requisition. 

19. It may be proper to point out to your notice the observation of the 
Governor General relative to Monsieur Dc Grand Pro, who arrived in the Pitt, 
that the object of his mission to this country is publickly known, and that the 
exposure of it may be traced to the unguarded levity and imprudence of his 
own declarations at the Cape of Good Hope and during the voyage to India. 

20. Having received information through Commodore Rainier 1 , who pro- 
cured it from the prisoners landed at Madras from the cartel ship from 
Tranquebar, of the probability of an attack by the enemy upon Fort Marl- 
borough. although we were not by any means induced to believe diat dicy 
would venture to detach from the Islands a force adequate to a successful 
attempt upon it, we thought it expedient to advise the Deputy Governor and 
Council at Fort Marlbro’ of the intelligence, that they might be constantly 
prepared, adding we doubted not that in conformity with our instructions 
of the 14th of July they had avoided making any detachments, and had also 
taken every possible measure for their defence. 

21. By the latest returns of the force stationed at Bcncoolcn we are of 
opinion that it is sufficient to repel any probable attack ; and it is not in our 
contemplation to augment it. 

22. We have great satisfaction in pointing out to you the attention of 
Commodore Rainier in addressing the Governor General respecting the most 
adviscablc employment of His Majesty's ships under his command for the pro- 
tection of the British settlements and trade and those of our allies. A copy 
of the Governor General’s answer to the Commodore’s letter will form a number 
in the accompanying list of packet. 

23. We have the honor to send a number in the packet copy of a letter 
from Lord Macartney. 

24. We also transmit as a number in the packet copies of letters received 
from Messrs. Udney, Frushard and Laprimandaye, merchants of this place, 
and from Captain John Hayes of the Bombay Marine, who had conducted 
two ships belonging to himself and the above mentioned gentlemen on a 
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imagine their right to be founded, and shall hereafter record our sentiments 
on it. 

9. The Danes expressed a hope that die prohibition was not .to extend 
beyond the duration of the war, and that the quantity of saltpetre which had 
been supplied to them before our prohibition might be sent to Copenhagen 
by the Company's ships of this season. 

10. We observed in answer that the state of affairs did not allow of any 

relaxation from our orders, and that we therefore could not assent to loading 
the ships of the Danish Company with any part of the saltpetre which had 
already been delivered, but that we were willing to receive it back at the prime 
cost, allowing also the usual interest upon the sum which had been paid for it 
previous to its redelivery. , 

11. In our despatches of the 15th and 31st of May by the Sugar Cane and 
Boddington and in those of the 25th of August by the Nancy packet, we had 
the honor of laying before you a detailed account of the steps which we had 
taken to each of those periods in consequence of your orders relative to the 
expedition against the French Islands. We now transmit a continuation of the 
most material circumstances which have occurred on this subject for your 
further information. 

12. On the 18th of July, we addressed die Government at Fort St. George, 
requiring their explicit sentiments as to die European force which they might 
judge indispensibly necessary for the protection and security of the Company’s 
possessions in the Carnatic, taking into consideration at the same time any 
practicable augmentation of their native troops, whether infantry or cavalry, 
with a view to ascertain die probable force which might be spared for the 
expedition against the Mauritius. On the 29th of August, we received their 
answer, enclosing a letter from die commander of the forces on the Coromandel 
Coast, whose opinion they had required, a copy of which, with its enclosure, 
we now transmit a number in the .packet. 

13. Colonel Brathwaitc having suggested the propriety of giving addi- 
tional bounty to the native recruits and of augmenting die cavalry corps.to the 
war establishment, we concurred entirely widi the Madras Government in their 
opinion of withholding their assent from the proposal relative to increasing the 
bounty money, if the levies could be completed upon the usual terms, as we 
were aware that, although the temporary necessity for raising a considerable 
force in a short time would soon be at an end, it would be difficult, if not im- 
possible, to make afterwards any diminution of the increased bounty ; we also 
disapproved of the augmentation suggested by Colonel Brathwaite of the 
cavalry, as it appeared from his own statement that he had litde hope of being 
able to supply a sufficient number of horses. 

14. In our letter by the Nancy packet, we acquainted you with our having 
desired the Government at Madras to apply to Captain Newcombe, who then 
commanded His Majesty's ships in India, to dispatch such part of his force 
as he thought sufficient for the purpose of cruizing off the French Islands, as 
well to prevent supplies or intelligence from getting in as to ascertain die exact 
strength, situation and disposition of the French force at the Islands. 

15. With this request Captain Newcombe complied and he dispatched 
the Centurion and ’ Diomede to cruise off the Mauritius. 
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3. From the enclosed copies of two letters, one addressed to us by Major 
Petrie of His Majesty’s 77th Regiment, and one from Captain Osborne of the 
Centurion addressed to the senior officer commanding His Majesty’s ships and 
vessels at Fort St. George, yon will he advised of the particulars of an action 
which took place on the 22d of October off the Mauritius between the Centurion 
and Diomede and four of the enemy’s ships, vizt., the two frigates the Cybelle 
and Lo Prudentc, a ship of 2(5 and a brig of 14 guns. The vicinity to their 
own port and the darkness of the night favored the escape of the French ships 
after an engagement and pursuit of more than two hours. 

4. The damage received by His Majesty’s ship Centurion in this action 
obliged [her] to repair to Bombay by the shortest route to be refitted, and the 
Diomede has arrived at Madras. 

5. The information obtained hv Major Petrie previous to the action, 
relative to the prepared state of the French Islands to resist an attack, will be 
found in his letter. 

6. In our dispatches of the 30th of December, we advised you of our 
intention founded upon a minute laid before us by die Governor General to 
relinquish altogether the expedition against the Mauritius, unless it could be 
undertaken with a force greatly inferior to the original requisition. Monsieur 
De Grand Pre having delivered to the Governor General a memorial relating 
to the attack of the French Islands, a copy of it was transmitted by him to 
I/ird Hobart, tinder a request that it might be communicated to Colonel Stuart, 
who was desired to state whether from the information of Monsr. De Grand 
Pre lie thought it would be adviscablc to undertake the expedition with a 
smaller force than was originally intended for it. Colonel Stuart has signified 
in answer that nothing in the paper furnished by Monsieur De Grand Pre 
caused any alteration in his opinion respecting die force which he diought 
necessary to l»c employed on that service, and that it appeared by the latest 
information from the Mauritius that the island was put into a complete state 
of defence, and guarded by a body of 10,000 men, trained to arms and in 
readiness to act, by which his former opinion had been confirmed that no 
force inferior to that first proposed could be employed on the service with any 
probability of success. We have therefore relinquished all idea of prosecuting 
the expedition, and trust that our reasons for this determination, which have 
been so amply detailed, will prove satisfactory to you. 

7. Monsieur De Grand Pro has submitted to us in a letter, of which we 
enclose a translate, the circumstances of his present situation, the encreased 
cxpencc lie has been put to by having been obliged to come to Bengal instead 
of having proceeded ’to Madras, and his desire to receive our instructions 
whether lie should remain here or go to the Coast. 

8. Your orders given at the recommendation of the Honorable Board 
of Commissioners having determined die allowances of the gentleman from 
die time of his arrival in India till his departure from it, as well as the gratuity 
which on his return lie should receive, we of course considered these orders 
as establishing the fixed rule for his allowances ; but as we were sensible, at 
the same time, that the monthly salary assigned to him in India was wholly 
inadequate to his necessary cxpenccs, we have agreed .to reimburse him .those 
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voyage of discovery to the coast of New Guinea, together with a copy of a 
minute from the Governor General upon die proposal made by Captain Hayes 
for making a settlement on a part of that coast, to which lie has given the name 
of New Albion. 

25. After due. consideration of the advantages held out by him and of die 
subject in general, and adverting to your, orders prohibiting any new setde- 

Cons. 28th Novcm- nients to die eastward, and aware also of die cxpcncc 
ber, No. 10 . which must attend the formation of a colony at Restora- 
tion Bay, even were die advantages so great or so certain as to audiorizc a 
deviation from your instructions, we entirely concurred with the Governor 
General in declining to audiorizc such a measure, or taking any part with 
respect- to the establishment which Captain Hayes had made. 

26. A copy of a minute laid before us by the Governor General relative 
to a Mr. William Duane, whom we have thought it necessary to send to Europe 
on one of the ships under dispatch, and a copy of die correspondence diat 
lias passed with that person will be sent numbers in die packet, together with 
a copy of the orders we have given to Captain Mitchell concerning him. 

Fort William, We have die honor to be, 

30th of December, 1794. Honorable Sirs &ca. 

(Per Rose.) (Signed) J. Shore / Peter Speke / Win. Cowper. 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 31 JANUARY 1795 

Expedition against Mauritius finally abandoned — Dc Grand Pro's services 
and the question of his allozvavccs — Strengthening of the defences of Fort 
Marlborough. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 

To the Secret Committee of die Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. Our last advices from diis Department were dated the 30di ultimo, 
and we have die honor to transmit to you copies of diem by die ships under 
dispatdi. 

2. We have already informed you that Captain Ncwcombc had sent His 
Majesty’s ships Centurion and Diomede to cruize off die Mauritius in com- 
pliance with an application which had been made to him at our instance by 
the Government at Fort St. George. The object of die cruize was to intercept 
supplies or intelligence, and to ascertain die exact strength, situation and dis- 
position of the French force at the Island. 
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Outbreak of tear with Republican Holland: capture of TrincomaK, 
Cochin and Malacca ordered — Paucity of European troops in India. 

SECRET DEPARTMENT 


To 


the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, 

1. The nature of our present conveyance imposes on us the necessity of 
restricting both the matter and terms of our communications. We shall soon 
have an opportunity of making them more complcat by a packet which it is 
our intention to dispatch by sea about the 20th of the ensuing month. 


2. In consequence of your secret instructions in the dispatch of the 

annexed dates, and those of the Secretary of 


Prom the Secret' 
Committer with cn. 
closures, 20th Febru- 
ary (2). 

Ditto, without cn- 
closure*, ."’ll March. 

Mr. Hnmray with 
duplicate enclosures. 
Do. 


deceived 

overland. 

5th July, 
via llomhav. 


Cotmterpatt of the' 
alxwc besides a letter 
from Mr. Ramsay 
dated 13th March and 
1 enclosure. 


Via Suer, 
per Panther 
7th July, 


State to the Commander in Chief and to the 
Commanding Officers at the Presidencies of 
Fort St. George and Bombay, as well as to 
the officer commanding His Majesty’s ships 
and vessels in the Indian seas, we resolved 
that immediate measures should be adopted 
to secure the possession of Trincomalc and 
Cochin in the manner therein pointed out. 
With regard to the former of these places, a 
similar resolution was adopted by the Madras 
Government on the receipt of your dis- 
patches ; and upon a conference with 


Commodore Rainier it was determined also to 


Counterpart* 

nlxivc. 


of the 


Via Madras, 
per John 
packet. 

1 5th July. 


Do. Do. Besides, a' 
letter from the Secret 
Committee and en- 
closure, lxuh dated 
24th March. 


Via 

Bombay, 

16th 

I»iy. 


secure Malacca. We have no official informa- 
tion that the troops and ships employed on 
these expeditions have yet sailed ; but we are 
authorized to expect the receipt of it in a few 
days. With respect to Cochin and its 
dependencies, the orders have been sent from 
this Government through the Commander in 
Chief to the Commanding Officer of the 
troops in Malabar. 


3. It was in contemplation at Madras to depute a gentleman to Batavia 
with the Prince Stadtholder’s letter to Mr. Vnndcr GraafT, and we have re- 
commended the adoption of the measure. 


4. Orders have been given relative to the Dutch factory at Surat, and 
instructions have been sent to Bombay in regard to the protection of the settle- 
ment held by the Portuguese at Goa 1 , 
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he has incurred, and for that purpose, to advance him the sum of fifteen 
hundred rupees over and above the allowance that has been granted to him 
by your instructions. 

9. We have further resolved that Monsieur Dc Grand Pr<$ shall be 
allowed a passage to Madras on one of the Company’s ships at their cxpcncc, 
to he settled in Europe, and that all suitable accommodations be afforded to 
him in such ship. We have acquainted him that, on his arrival at Fort St. 
George, lie will receive the directions of the Governor at that Presidency either 
to proceed to Europe or to remain under the instructions that will he commu- 
nicated from this Government; also that in the event of his returning to 
Europe, lie will have proper accommodations in one of the Company’s ships ; 
and that the Madras Government will give orders accordingly. He proceeds 
from hence in the Lord Iiawhcsbury. 

10. The information laid before us by Commodore Rainier of the 
probability of an attack by the enemy upon Fort Marlbro’ induced us to 
leave it to the judgment of the Madras Government to regulate the departure 
of the Honorable Company’s ship Europa from that Presidency for Bcncoolcn 
according to the information they might possess respecting the designs of the 
French. We desired that if any well-grounded intelligence should have 
readied them subsequent to the 10th of November to confirm the probability 
of the attempts of the enemy and, of course, the danger to which the Europa 
would be exposed, they would detain the ship at Madras, communicating to 
us the earliest notice of tlicir determination ; and as whether she proceeded 
immediately or not, it would be a great satisfaction to us to procure for her 
a convoy from Commodore Rainier, we requested that application might be 
made to him for that purpose, under an acquiescence in his determination 
whether he could with propriety spare it from other sendees of importance. 

11. You will observe in our advices to the Honorable Court of Directors 
by the ships under dispatch that we have subsequently resolved upon the 
detention of the Europa at Madras in order that she may be joined by vessels 
from this place employed for the purpose of conveying reinforcements to Fort 
Malbro’. We were induced to adopt this measure in consequence of informa- 
tion communicated to us by Lieutenant Coxc, who had arrived there from 
Fort Marlbro’ and reported the military force of die settlement to be so 
inferior to that which had been exhibited to us in the late previous returns 
that an immediate addition to it became indispcnsibly necessary. A consider- 
able part of the reinforcement may be conveniently accommodated in the ship 
above mentioned. 

12. The Honorable Court of Directors have been apprized of the too 
probable loss of Captain Howal and of the detachment and stores dispatched 
to Fort Marlbro’ in July last. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be, 

the 31st January, 1795. Honorable Sirs, &ca., &ca. 

{Per Essex) (Signed) J. Shore / P. Speke / Wm. Cowper. 
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of the authority given by the Honorable Court of Directors in their minutes 
of the 1 1th of March, she will carry a quantity of gruff goods. She is appointed 
to sail on the 20th of next month, and is to call at Fort St. George. 

13. We have not yet determined whether the sum of money (not exceed- 
ing twenty lacs) required to supply the stated deficiency upon the order of 
investment for 1795 shall be raised by loan or by drawing bills. But the neces- 
sity of availing ourselves of this resource being explained in our minute of the 

22d instant, which also details the reasons that have 

1 

' induced us to fix the amount of the investment for the 

ensuing year 1796 at one crorc and five lacs of current rupees including all 
charges, we shall transmit a copy of the minute by this dispatch. 

14. The amount having been thus determined, we desired the Board of 
Trade to furnish us with the best estimate they could form for the appropria- 
tion of it. Hie estimate has been prepared accordingly, 

Iso ' ■*' and we forward a copy of it with a copy oi their letter, 

to which we beg leave to refer for some particulars concerning it; and we 
request early instructions in reply to the suggestion of the Board of Trade for 
engaging ships in India on account of the investment of 1796, should it be 
impracticable to obtain tonnage on moderate terms in Europe. The Honorable 
Court of Directors will observe that the sketch of the investment for 1796 is 
liable to alteration according to the orders they may send from England. 

15. The Honorable Court will receive by this dispatch a copy of a report 
made to us hv the Board of Trade on the proposals of die British merchants, 

inhabitants of this place, to supply tonnage for the 
* °' s ‘ transportation of the merchandize of individuals from 

Bengal to Europe, and a copy of our minute and resolutions diercupon on the 
3d of this month. 

16. The Tsisccllcs and Royal Admiral sailed from hence on the 7th ultimo. 

17. The vessel taken up to proceed to Europe with our dispatches in 
August is the Mary of 303 tons, commanded by Captain Thomas Stephenson ; 
and the Board of Trade will lade upon this ship so much cargo consisting of 
gruff goods, except saltpetre, as will put her in the best sailing trim, so that the 
freight value of whatever she may carry will so much lighten the charge of 
sending the packets. The Mary was built at Pegu, is a vessel belonging to this 
port, is duly registered according to the usage of the place, and, we understand, 
will be manned chiefly with Asiatic and foreign European seamen. 


Fort William, 
27th July, 1795. 

(Overland.) 


We have die honor to be, 
Honorable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 

(Signed) J. Shore / Eobt. Abercromby / 
P. Speke / Wm. Cowper. 
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5. On grounds of great expediency, we have authorized an augmentation 
of the native military establishments at Madras and Bombay. 

i 

6. Our political situation with respect to the native powers may be 
comprized in a few words, that no event has occurred to excite the least 
apprehension that the harmony subsisting between diem and die Company’s 
Government will be disturbed. 

7. After a minute and deliberative discussion of our internal situation, 
comprehending the numbers, local disposition and discipline of the army, we 
have resolved, for reasons which we shall hereafter transmit to you and which 
we trust will prove convincing, to withdraw the detachments of regular troops 
employed on the internal duties of detail, and to substitute for them, as well 
as for die armed peons and btirkondosses , a sebundy corps for the duties of 
the Revenue, Judicial, Commercial and Salt Departments ; to establish a marine 
corps' for the services of the Andamans, Prince of Wales’s Island and Bencoolen, 
and the river duties ; to raise a battalion from among the inhabitants of 
Ramghur for the duties of that district ; and a corps of native militia for the 
general duties of the town of Calcutta widi some exception. These necessary 
arrangements will, we trust, add considerably to the effective strength of the 
army. 

8. . We should neglect our public duty if we omitted to inform you that 
the European troops, both in His Majesty’s and the Company’s service in all 
India,, cannot furnish an effective force exceeding 9,000 rank and file, after 
a moderate deduction for the sick and lame ; that die expedition to Ceylon 
and Malacca will diminish this number by about 1,600; and that at this 
Presidency the establishment of officers in the Company's service is incompleat 
by one hundred, at Madras by about eighty, and at Bombay by about fifty. 

9. Mr. Duncan has been advised of his appointment to be Governor of 
Bombay, and we have requested him to prepare without loss of time for his 
journey to that Presidency. 

10. Upon the subjects of the Company’s commercial affairs, we have to 

refer you to the enclosed copies of a letter and proceed- 
No# *• ings of the Board of Trade on die 14th instant relative 

to your orders of the 20th of February and the minutes of die Court on the 
1 1th of March concerning tonnage; of our letter to 
No ‘ 2 ‘ Bombay on the 9th instant, of the Board of Trade’s 

dated the 21st, our resolutions upon it, and the answer sent to it. 

11. You will perceive from this answer that we have deemed it advisable 
to authorize their promising an indemnity to the owners of the shipping that 
may be engaged for Europe ; and we submit to you (in case the measure should 
not have already been adopted) the expediency of making an application to 
His Majesty’s Ministers to take such steps as, may prevent any sort of 
embarrassment to the ships or goods, whether belonging to the Company or 
to individuals, from the existing Navigation Laws. 

12. The first instance which will occur will be that of the Mary, as more 
.particularly noticed in the concluding paragraph of this address. She is a 
vessel hired as a packet; but, for the reasons assigned, and in consequence 
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4. It affords us much, satisfaction to find that the Government of Fort 
St. George, in consequence of the earlier receipt of the dispatches from Europe, 
Cons 24th July. had anticipated our resolutions, and, in concert with 
*27th Do. Commodore Rainnier, had taken immediate measures 

10th August. for obtaining possession of Trincomale. For this purpose 

a respectable force was collected with the greatest possible expedition, and it 
left Madras for the place of its destination on the 21st of July. 


5. In the execution of this measure by the Government of Fort St. George, 
the following circumstances have attracted our attention and have been noticed 

to them: first, the notification in the address of the 
Cons. 7th August. Right Honorable President to the Governor of Ceylon 
which accompanied the transmission of tire orders from the Stadtholder that 
force would be employed agreeably to the express commands of .the King, if, 
contrary to His Majesty’s expectations, resistance were made to those orders, 
and to the invitation and requisition founded upon them ; and secondly, the 
resolution adopted by His Lordship in Council for entering into a treaty for 
a perpetual alliance of friendship with the King of Candia. 

6. On the first point, the notification did not appear conformable to our 
construction of the dispatches from Europe ; and as the letter to Mr. Van 
Angelbeck so long preceded the departure of the troops, we were apprehensive 
it might afford him an opportunity of throwing succours into Trincomale, if 
he should be disposed to resist the requisition for the admission of the British 
troops. The object of His Lordship in making the notification was to prevent 
all delays and die consequences of them. 

7. On the second point, the resolution for entering into a treaty with 
the Kin g of Candia, as the notification of the measure to this Government was 
unaccompanied by those explanations which a deference to the controul vested 
in us by statute indispensibly required, and as the measure itself was a pointed 
deviation from the statute, although we had the fullest conviction that it had 
been resolved upon from an anxious desire of the Governor in Council at Fort 
St. George to promote the public interests, and presuming a conviction on 
his part that his determination was conformable to his sense of the statute, 
we were nevertheless compelled by law and duty to call for those explanations 
which we wished had been communicated in the first instance. 


8. With respect to the policy of the measure, under the imperfect 
information on this subject received from the Government of Fort St. George, 
we thought it further necessary to explain our sentiments to them upon it ; 
and we now submit them to your judgement. 

9. The admission of the British troops into Trincomale and Columbo 
in conformity with the orders of the Stadtholder may be deemed evidence of 
a disposition on the part of the Dutch to unite with those interests of which 
the Stadtholder is the head under the countenance and support of the British 
nation; and the invitation and requisition for their admission is combined 
with a stipulation for the eventual restoration of the settlement to States of 
Holland. 

10. Considering these circumstances and the relative situation of the 
Dutch and the Kin g of Candia, the unqualified proposition for a treaty with 
the Kang, communicated in terms which blend the cause and ob‘ -of the 
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• The Stadtholder 1 s orders to the Dutch in India — Madras Governments 
resolution regarding a perpetual alliance with the King of Kandy ultra vires 
and impolitic — Despatch of troops for the capture - of Malacca — Chinsura and 
Pulicat captured — Deficiency of European troops met by enlistment of 
Indian troops. 


To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, • . 

1. In addition to our address of the 27th of last month, forwarded in 

duplicate to Bombay, and transmitted in 
triplicate by the present conveyance, we have 
the honor to submit to you a more detailed 
explanation of the measures which have been 
adopted in conformity to your instructions 

* • 1 t. .•» ! * 1 ■* 


From the Secrete 
Committee with en- j 
closures, 20th Febru- 1 
ary. (2); [ 

Do. without . enclo- 
sures, 3d March. 

Mr. Ramsay with 
duplicate enclosures. 
Do. 


Received 

overland, 

Sth July, 

Via Bombay. 


received under the annexed dates. 


Counterparts of the! 
above besides a letter I Via Suez, 
from • Mr. Ramsay )-per Panther , 
dated 13th March and 7th July. 

1 enclosure. J 



Counterparts of the] 
above. j 


Via Madras, 
.per John 
packet, 

15th July. 



-Do. Do. Besides a 
letter from the Secret 
Committee and enclo- 
sure, both dated 24th 


Via Bombay, 
'16th July. 


March., 


2. The -letters; of the Prince Stadtholder, mentioned to accompany the 
dispatches that arrived here on the 5th of July, were subsequently received 
at Fort St. George- by the John packet on the 14th of the same month. 


3. Without waiting for the arrival of the letters from the Stadtholder, we 
immediately resolved, upon the receipt of the orders referred to, that measures 
should be taken for securing possession of Trincomale and Cochin in the mode 
prescribed., .This resolution, as far as regarded Trincomalee, was commu- 
nicated to the Presidency of Fort St. George, with an intimation that the 
execution of it should not be deferred from any difficulties in their nature 
surmountable, and it was particularly noticed to them that every conciliatory 
proposition should precede the employment of force or an intimation of having 
recourse to it. With respect to Cochin, the resolutions of this Government were 
at our desire communicated through the Commander in Chief to the 
Commanding Officer in Malabar, and the co-operation of the Supravisor was 
also required. 



Robert Hobart 
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Dutch and French, appears to us to stand in opposition to the principle [by] 
which the admission of our troops is granted ; and if the island should hereafter 
be restored to the Dutch, may, as wc fear, subject us to the imputation of 
disregarding ah ally. If, on the contrary, the possession of the island should 
remain with the English, a treaty might hereafter have been made with every 
advantage of previous information as to the relative situation of .the contracting 
parties. .1 

11. Impressed with these sentiments, if the measure were still open to 
qualification, we thought it expedient to suggest the following principles for 
regulating the treaty with the King of Candia: that if for the purpose of 
obtaining possession of Trincomalc or eventually of the other Dutch posses- 
sions in Ceylon, or to secure the possession when obtained, the assistance or 
even neutrality of the King of Candia were essential, a treaty with him under 
such circumstances, if his neutrality or co-operation could not be otherwise 
obtained, would be expedient ; and the instructions for the execution of the 
measure should be provisionally formed by these considerations. The other 
measures adopted in consequence of . the instructions from Europe are as 
follows. 

12. In conformity to a proposition from Lord Hobart and with the con- 
currence of Commodore Rainier, troops have been sent from Fort St. George 
' to take possession of Malacca. This measure has received our approbation. 
And as we learned from Madras that, in consequence of a requisition from 
the Nizam for the. return of two battalions stipulated by treaty, the native 
troops proposed to be employed in this expedition had been withheld under 
the authority of the opinions of Commodore Rainier and Colonel Brathwaitc 
that the service might be executed without them, with a view to secure 
possession of this important post when acquired, we have exerted our 
endeavours to send a battalion of Bengal sepoys there in conformity to the 
wishes of the Madras Government; and we have the satisfaction to inform 
you that Captain Ludowick Grant has prevailed with the battalion under his 
command to undertake this service. We are now preparing measures for their 
embarkation, which we trust will not be delayed beyond the 15th of the ensuing 
month. Considering the prejudices of the Bengal sepoys to naval expeditions, 
unfortunately confirmed by the loss of the troops sent to Bencoolen in the 
Europa, and die unfavorable season of the year, the acquiescence of the native 
corps under the co m mand of Captain Grant is highly creditable to themselves 
and honorable to him, by whose persuasions only their compliance has been 
obtained. 


13. The propriety of communicating the orders of the Prince Stadtholder 
to the superior Government at Batavia, with a detail of the situation of affairs 

in Holland, and offers of protection against any attempts 
C0DS 7th Au^' st ■ t ^ le ^ renc h> equally occurred to us and to the 

811 ' Presidency of Fort St. George, who were in possession 
of the Prince’s letters, and by whom the communication has been made ; and 
Major McDonald has been entrusted with the charge of it. 

14. In Bengal, possession has been taken of Chinsurah and its 

Cons. 17th July. dependencies in the name of His Britannick Majesty. 

24th Ditto. They are now under the protection of the British 

14th August hag. 
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15. The Director and Council o£ this settlement did not think themselves 
bound to comply with the invitation and requisition founded upon the orders 
of die Staddiolder ; and as we did not deem ourselves audiorized to dispense 
with die execution of the official instructions, after full consideration of rKpm 1 
we were under die necessity of sending a small body of troops to take possession 
of Chinsurali, and die Dutch in consequence consider themselves as prisoners 
of war, entitled to a subsistence. The instructions respecting public and private 
property and all odier points have been particularly attended to. 

16. Mr. Birch, .who is Superintcndant of Chandernagore, has been 
appointed Commissioner for Chinsurali and its dependencies with orders to 
conduct die administration of diose places, after positive and repeated refusals 
on die part of the Director and Council of Chinsurah to carry it on themselves. 

17. The Superintcndant of Prince of Wales Island has been advised of 
die situation of Holland, and received instructions to be upon his guard against 
die possible designs of the Dutch to disturb our possessions at that place. 
Similar notice has been transmitted to Bencoolcn. 


18. Upon general principles of consistency, the orders for securing 
possession of die Dutch setdements ought to have extended to that of Padang 
and its dependencies ; but as we were ignorant of the force of the Dutch at 
that settlement, and as we did not deem it adviseable that any part of the 
troops stationed at Bencoolen should be detached, we directed that no opera- 
tions should be undertaken against die Dutdi setdements on the West Coast 
widiout our furdier orders. 


19. The Government of Fort St. George have taken possession of the 

Dutch setdement of Pulicat on terms of capitulation. 
Cons. 7di August. which we have confirmed. The Dutch Chief of Surat 
ons. ugust. k ag admitted the British troops into die factory under 

his audiority without any demur. 

20. Such are the most important measures which have been pursued in 
compliance with die orders from Europe, and at present it does not occur 
to us that die execution of them can be extended. We much doubt if the 
Government of Fort St. George can spare a force sufficient for obtaining 
possession of the island of Ceylon in the event of resistance ; but if the exertions 
made for securing Trincomale, Cochin and Malacca should prove successful, 
die most important objects of your instructions will have been obtained. 


21. The reduced state of the European troops in India has been parti- 
cularly pointed out to your notice ; and as diey will still be further diminished 
by die prosecution of die present expeditions above detailed, we deemed it a 
matter of great exigency that die deficiency should be supplied by an augmen- 
tation of the native troops bodi at Fort St. George and Bombay ; and those 
Presidencies have been accordingly audiorized to make the proposed 
augmentation. 

22. In consequence of an intimation from Lord Hobart through the 
Governor General for a detachment of artillery to supply the deficiency in that 
corps occasioned by the late expeditions, we determined that it should be sent 
to Fort St. George to the greatest practicable extent ; and a comp? ''f artillery, 
with two lascars, are in readiness for i '^diate.anibarkation. 
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Surrender of Trincomqli and Fort Osnaburgh — Conflict' of views between 
the Governments of Bengal and Madras ■ on the proposed treaty of perpetual 
alliance with the King of Kandy— Conquest of Malacca : mutiny of the Bengal 
battalion ordered to proceed to Malacca — Capture of the Dutch settlements in 
India: siege of Cochin— Improvements in the defences. of Bombay— The Swiss 
force’ under Comte de Meuron in the Dutch service 'joins the British— Great 
hopes of the capture of the Dutch settlements in Ceylon. . • 


SECRET DEPARTMENT 


To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 


Honorable Sirs, . * 

•1. In our address of the 18th August by the Mary packet, we had the 
honor to inform you of the measures taken to that period in execution of your 
instructions respecting the Dutch settlements in India, and particularly con- 
cerning Trincomale, Malacca and Cochin; A copy of that address accom- 
panies this letter ; and we have also the pleasure of transmitting you a continua- 
tion of our proceedings in this Department to the latest date, by which you 
will be advised of the complete success of the expeditions against Trincomale 
and Malacca. 


2. With regard to the former, however, you will have received full in- 
formation, as well of the surrender of Trincomale and Fort Osnaburgh on the 
26th and 31st August as of the negotiations and military operations which 
preceded, from the dispatches of the Government of Fort St. George by the 
Mary, if not from those of Commodore Rainer and Colonel Stuart by the Pitt 
and Royal Admiral. We shall, therefore, confine ourselves to subsequent 
transactions on the island of Ceylon, and to the deputation noticed in our last 
address for entering into a treaty with the King of Candia. 


Cons. 28th August. 
4th Do. 
11th September. 
18th Do. 


9th October. 
12th Do. 
16th Do. 


Colonel Stuart was. engaged after the surrender of Trincomale and 
Fort Osnaburgh in repairing the damage done to their 
fortifications and putting diem in a proper state of 
defence. A detachment under the command of Major 
Frazer was sent, however, on the Heroine against 
Batticalo ; and we have the pleasure of acquainting you 
that it surrendered on the 1 8th September without 
opposition. Copies of Colonel Stuart’s and Major 
Frazer’s advices on this occasion are recorded in our 
proceedings of the 12fh October. 

4. We have been recendy advised of the surrender of • Jaffanapatam on 
the 29th ultimo, and for particulars of this important 
Cons. 26th October, intelligence, beg to refer you to Colonel Stuart’s dispatches 
accompanying a letter from the Government of Fort St. George of the same 
date. • ' ■ 


Cons. 12th October. 


Vol. XVII— 32 
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23. In conformity to your orders of tire 24th March, we directed the 
Government of Bombay to communicate to die Viceroy of Goa die apprehen- 
sions suggested respecting the attempts of the French 
Cons. 17th July. against that settlement, with an offer of all practicable 
assistance, and with a request that the Viceroy would acquaint them what 
aid he deemed necessary for the protection of Goa. They 
Cons. 27th July. WC rc further instructed to grant such assistance as might 
be applied for, provided it could be spared without danger to the Presidency 
of Bombay, but not otherwise. By advices lately received 
Cons. 13th July. from that Presidency, it appears impracticable to detach 
any troops from it without endangering its safety. The Commander of His 
Majesty’s ships has also been advised of your instructions respecting Goa. 


24. From die proceedings referred to under die different subjects noticed 

in tills address, and from die copies of other documents 
Cons. 10th August, accompanying it, the Secret Committee will receive the 
fullest information on all points which we have now submitted. 

25. In the mode of executing the orders communicated to us, you will 
observe the strictest attention to the terms and spirit of them; and in con- 
formity to this assertion, we thought it incumbent upon us to notice an apparent 
omission in the orders from the Presidency of Fort St. George to the officers 
commanding the expeditions against Trincomale and Malacca relating to the 
disposal of the captured property, in case those settlements should be reduced 
by force, as pointed out in the letter from His Majesty’s Secretary of State of 
the 19th of February. You will also perceive many other matters of .too little 
importance to be particularly detailed in this address noticed in our proceed- 
ings and in our instructions to the other Presidencies. 

26. It may, however, be proper .to mention that we addressed Commodore 
Rainier, referring him to die Governor in Council at Fort St. George for the 
communication of our sentiments on the subject of the advices received from 
the Secretary of State, and assuring His Excellency that wc should be happy 
to afford him every co-operation and assistance in our power. We also 
informed him that we had desired the Governor in Council at Bombay to 
hold the Company’s frigate and every o titer armed vessel in the Company’s 
service on that establishment that might not be indispensibly required for die 
protection of the shipping and trade ready to attend such orders as he might 
judge it expedient to give respecting them. 

. . 27. A copy of our correspondence with the Commodore goes enclosed. 

[28] We have addressed the Honorable Court of Directors from the 
Commercial Department on the subject of the instructions communicated 
through your Secretary under date die 13th of March, and forwarding the 
resolutions of the Honorable Court of die 11th of that month. 


Fort William, We have the honor to be, 

the 18th August, 1795. • &ca. 


(Per Mary.) 
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to relinquish or transfer the responsibility attached to them, the only ans wer 
wc could return was necessarily to this effect. 

9. In consequence of the capitulation with the Compte de Meuron for 
die transfer of his regiment to die British service, advice of which was received 
from Mr. Clcghorn, by die Government of Fort St. George on die 17th Septem- 
ber, diat Government, in concert with Commodore Rainer, determined on die 
expediency 'of a second deputation to Columbo with a view to sounding 1 the 
intentions of the Dutch Government and Council in consequence of the above 
capitulation, and to endeavour to obtain the early possession of the whole of 
the Dutch setdements on die island of Ceylon without hazard of the various 
contingencies to which an expedition against Columbo and Point dc Galle 
must be liable, the injury these fortifications would probably undergo from 
a siege, the cxpcncc of repairs and possible loss of men, and the delay which 
would unavoidably take place under the near approach of the monsoon. 
Major Agncw, who had given general satisfaction on his former deputation, 
was accordingly again deputed for the above purposes; and we entirely 

concurred in the propriety of his mission, as well as in 
Cons. 16tli October, jjfe i nstruct j ons and the letter addressed to the Governor 
in Council of Columbo on the occasion, which arc recorded in our proceedings 
of the 16th October. 

10. Wc, at the same time, received a furdier intimation from the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George that, as the orders from His Majesty^ Secretary of 
State had particular reference to the Malacca Islands, their President suggested 
to Commodore .Rainer the expediency of sending a force for the purpose of 
making an attempt upon some of diosc islands ; and the Commodore having 
offered to proceed himself in this service with the squadron under his command, 
they had come to the resolution of fitting out a detachment consisting of the 
two flank companies of the 2d European Battalion and a complete native 
battalion to proceed to Malacca, and having completely secured that place, 
to go on to Amboyna. 

11. Having no information which audiorizcd us to expect the early arrival 
of a naval reinforcement in India (although we had been advised by Mr. Pringle 
of the expedition against the Cape of Good Hope), we could not but express 
our doubts of the propriety of undertaking a distant expedition which would 
employ the whole squadron under the command of Commodore Rainer, and 
leave, the Malabar and Coromandel coasts unprotected. But, independently 
of this objection, we were of opinion that the object of the greatest importance 
to the British interests in India is the acquisition of all the Dutch factories in 
the island of Ceylon, and that all other expeditions which might protract the 
attainment of this object, or diminish our power of securing possession when 
obtained, ought for the present to be deferred. 

12. We accordingly communicated these sentiments to the Governor in 
Council of Fort St. George, and requested they might be made known to 
Commodore Rainer, adding that we were aware of the particular reference of 
His Majesty’s Secretary of State to the Malacca Islands, and were equally 
anxious to carry his instructions into execution in their fullest practicable 
extent. But amidst the various objects to which they point, the limitation of 
our means prescribes the necessity of selecting those which are important, in 
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Cons. 17th August. 

. 14th September. 

18th Do. 

'21st Do. 

28th Do. 


5. Our proceedings of the annexed- dates contain our further correspond- 
ence with the Government of Fort St. George respecting the treaty proposed 
by them with the King of Candia ; and as it lias been 
too much extended for insertion in this place, we beg 
leave to refer to the correspondence itself for a detail 
of the _ arguments urged by the Governor in Council in 
support of the measures adopted by him, and of die 
grounds on which we are still of opinion that, however well intended, and 
although, as has since appeared, the ratification of .die treaty was made subject 
to our approval, the proposition for entering into a treaty of perpetual alliance 
with the King of Candia, at the time and under the circumstances of our 
situation with the Dutdi when it was resolved upon, was adopted with too 
Iitde qualification ; that it would have been sufficient, in the first instance, to 
have opened a friendly intercourse with the King of Candia, deputing a Com- 
missioner to him for this purpose; that if any treaty with him were in- 
dispensibly necessary, it should have been provisional and commensurate to 
the actual emergency only ; and that widi respect to a treaty having objects 
distinct from those of obtaining and securing the .possession of Trincomalc 
or the other parts of Ceylon held by the Dutch, it ought, in prudence, to have 
been deferred to- a future period. 


6.. These principles were communicated .to die Madras Government for 
their guidance. If the measure admitted of qualification, they were suggested 
not only by the restrictions of the legislature, but by the considerations implied 
in them;; and if, as we conceived, we might have expected every degree of 
assistance from the King of Candia without the obligation of a treaty, that 
he was suffidendy disposed to an amicable intercourse with the English, and 
that such; an intercourse might have been extended and improved so as to 
become the foundation . of a future treaty, formed with all the advantages 
of certainty as to our relative situations and interests, the resolution adopted 
by the Madras Government must be deemed premature. It is easy to foresee 
a situation of affairs in which it may not be attended with any advantage, but 
bn. the’ contrary 'may lead to hostile discussions involving the necessity of 
deserting a new ally, or of 'supporting him by force of arms. 


7. . The qualifications which we suggested appeared to us .calculated to 
meet any degree of emergency, but .the proposition, for a treaty had been 
actually made to. the King of Candia before the receipt of them in time to 
prevent it ; and we cannot but express our concern at the obvious embarrass- 
ment imposed upon us by this measure of the. Government at Fort St; George. 

8. By the correspondence referred to, you will be advised of .a further 
proposition submitted to u's by the Government of Fort St. George under a 
prospect of a successful issue to Mr. Andrew[s]’s negotiations With the King of 
Candia, vizt., that with' a view of guarding' against delay .we should invest 
them with a discretionary authority to ratify any’ treaty agreed upon between 
fhe-King.of Gandia and-their Embassador, provided such treaty should appear 
to them compatible ■with the publick good, and consistent with the objects 
they had in view- in opening a negotiation- with that prince. Being of opinion 
that a compliance with this proposition would be a deliberate violation of the 
statute, and that it is not in our power, whilst we hold our present stations. 
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and who, as mentioned in our last address, was charged with a letter from 
Lord Hobart to the Governor General of Batavia, has arrived In the Suffolk 
tender in Bengal, having in a conference with Major Brown judged it advis- 
able, from the information he received at Malacca, to relinquish his intention of 
proceeding to Batavia, and leave the letter for the Dutch Governor General 
to be forwarded through a medium proposed by Mr.' Coupcrus, which he 
conceived would equally benefit the public service. 

17. The decision on this subject is properly referable in die first instance 
to the Madras Government, by whom lie was deputed. 

18. You were advised in our last address of our intention to send a 
battalion of Bengal sepoys to Malacca with a view to secure the possession 

of this important post, and that Captain Ludowick 
C ° n ' lJr 1,1 Scp,cm Grant had prevailed with die battalion under . his 
command (die 15th) to undertake this service. It was 
with great concern we afterwards learnt from the Commander in Chief that 
the above battalion, which for fourteen days had shewn every inclination to 
embark cheerfully for Malacca, had since manifested a contrary disposition. 
The General added his opinion that any further attempt to send the battalion 3 
on that sendee would not be advisable, in which we entirely concurred.; and 
seeing no prospect of being able to send any other in sufficient time, we advised 
the Government of Madras accordingly, leaving it to them to reinforce the 
troops sent on the Malacca expedition, under such protection of His Majesty’s 
ships as might be deemed sufficient. 

19. Wc, at the same time, resolved to add a fourth battalion to three 
battalions of sepoys, which, in compliance with an application from the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, we had determined to send round to that Presidency 
as soon as they' could proceed from hence by land, and which wc hope will 
be able to commence their march about the 20th of next month. The applica- 
tion from the Governor in Council of Fort St. George for this supply to their 
military establishment, in consequence of tlic different detachments from it, 
being recorded with our Political Proceedings, a copy of it forms a number in 
the accompanying list of packet. Wc have since, at the suggestion of the 
Government of Fort St. George, resolved that two of these battalions shall 
proceed, after their arrival at Masidipatam, to relieve the detachment at 
Hyderabad, and that the company of artillery sent from hence to the Coast 
shall join them at Masulipatam for the same purpose. 

20. Wc further transmit copy of a letter from the Superintendant at 
Prince of Wales Island containing intelligence, dated the 16th August, of the 
French national frigates Sybpllc and Prudcntc, rthc former of 44, the latter 
of 36 guns, with the courier Cozuctte of 16 guns, having been cruizing in the 
Straits of Malacca, where they had captured many, valuable prizes. This 
intelligence, which had also been communicated to the Government of Fort 
St. George, induced them, previous to the receipt of our letter above mentioned, 
to determine on sending two companies of Europeans on the Company’s ships 
Hillsborough and Minerva to support the expedition against Malacca, and in 
concurrence with Commodore Rainer to dispatch with diem His Majesty’s ship 
the Heroine for- the same purpose. Subsequent information of the return of 
the French frigates towards Mauritius, made it unnecessary, however, , to carry 
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the first degree, and having secured these, to proceed to the attainment of 
more remote and less important objects. That admitting the proposed force 
to be sufficient for the conquest of the Molucca Islands, it. might require con- 
siderable' reinforcements, or die detention of His Majesty’s ships, to preserve 
them ; and, on die whole, therefore, whilst Dutch settlements in the island 
of. Ceylon remain to be . acquired, and in the present uncertainty as to the 
arrival of more' ships of war in India, the risk attending the departure and 
detention of the squadron on a distant service is not, in our opinion, authorized 
by the probable advantages of success. 

13. Since writing . the above, we have received advices from Admiral 
Elphinstone®, with copies of his instructions and a narrative of his proceedings 
to the 11th of August; but from the non-arrival of .die troops intended to 
assist in the expedition against -the Cape, it was uncertain when he would be 
at liberty tolproceed to any part of India... 

14. You have already been advised of . the expedition fitted out from 
Madras against Malacca consisting of a .detachment under the command of 

. " . Major Archibald Brown, assisted by His Majesty’s ships 

Gons. 9th October. t i ie Otpheus and Resistance under the command of 
Captain Ncwcome.' The dispatches from Major Brown, recorded on our 
proceedings of the annexed date, will convey to you full information of the 
successful .result of this expedition, * which, after some, discussion with the 
Governor Mr. Couperus' and .a shew of resistance which. made it necessary 
to land the troops with two field pieces on -the night of the 17th August, 
terminated in the complete acquisition of Malacca and its dependencies, with 
a Dutch armed ship, winch it was found necessary to take possession of to 
facilitate the debarkation of the troops. We shall transmit .a copy of the 
articles of capitulation,' a separate number in the packet ; and beg leave to 
refer to the papers already noticed for a detail of the forces, guns and others 
found in die garrison as well as the money, merchandize and other property 
in the treasury and warehouses, and the accounts delivered by Mr. Couperus 
of the different establishments of public officers,, the funds for paying them, 
and.’ the annual profit and loss of the settlement, as stated in the books of the 
Government, from 1783 to 1793. 

. . 15. In the expectation of hearing from Fort St. George we have not yet 
deemed it proper to pass any resolutions on .the different points noticed in 
Major Brown’s dispatches, which are addressed to the Commander in Chief, 
and .shall only add at present that it had been judged prudent to carry into 
effect an. arrangement some time since directed from Batavia for the restora- 
tion. of Rio, which, .from the force and .expeiice necessary to maintain it, has 
always been a losing concern to . the Dutch, to. Sultan Mahomed, King of Johor 
and Pahan, whose good will and future .assistance to the British trade in his 
ports are expected to result from our concurrence in a measure so satisfactory 
to him, to promote which, as well as to bring away the European garrison 
at Rio, Captain Newcome -had proceeded thither with the Orpheus and 
Resistance, and had -taken with him - a complimentary letter to the. Sultan 
congratulating him. on the restoration of Rio and expressing a desire of 
cultivating his future' friendship. - ■ 

16. Major McDonald, who also accompanied the expedition to Malacca, 
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respecting the completion of such fortifications and the mode of provi ding the 
garrison which Colonel Campbell had recommended. 

25. We consulted the Commander in Chief on the subjects’ of the above 
letter, as well as on other letters received from the Government of Bombay 
containing their Chief Engineer’s report on the fortification and a return of 
their native troops, with die augmentation we ha'd authorized of. 136 sepoys 
to each battalion, for the particulars of which, and a detail of ’ our instruc- 
tions in reply, we must necessarily refer to our proceedings of the ann evpd 
dates. We shall, however, notice the most material parts of the latter in this 
place. 

26. And first, with regard to the two battalions in Malabar, we entirely 
concurred in opinion with the Commander in Chief that it would be, by no 
means, proper to withdraw this force from the Malabar Province until the 
fort of Cochin should be in our possession. We requested, therefore, that the 
orders given to this effect might he immediately revoked, and lest our letter 
should be too late, wrote at the same time to the Supravisor of Malabar to 
notify our resolution to the Commanding Officer in that province. 

27. It appeared to us very advisable that a local corps should be forthwith 
raised at Surat for the duties of that place, which would soon add the battalion 
there to the garrison at Bombay, then calculated to consist altogether, includ- 
ing the augmentation of the native battalions, the battalion from Surat and 
recruits for the eight battalions in Malabar (who are collected to the northward 
of Goa and assembled at Bombay), of near six thousand men, or, as more 
precisely stated in the Commander in Chiefs minute, 5,813. 

28. We further expressed our opinion that in time of war some hundreds 
of supernumerary recruits should be in training at Bombay for the purpose 
of filling the vacancies occasioned by casualties in the native battalions in 
Malabar. 

29. By these means, and by raising any requisite number of lascars who 
are easily procured at Bombay, it appeared to us that the garrison there would 
soon be respectable; but, for the further security of die place, we desired 
particular attention to certain measures pointed out by the Commander in 
Chief for clearing the explanade and other parts of all houses, trees and other 
impediments. 

30. You will observe from our letter to Bombay of the 18th September 
that we are dearly of opinion with the -Commander in Chief, the fortifications 
there ought to be completed according to the plan of the late Sir Ardiibald 
Campbell, excepting an alteration in the site of the advanced redoubt suggested 
by General Neilson, whenever it may be thought expedient to continue the 
works; but that, for the present, no new works of magnitude should be con- 
structed beyond such precautions as the immediate defence of the place may 
require. 

31. Having already acquainted you that Chinsurah and its dependences 
have been taken possession of in the name of His Britannic Majesty, and that • 
the refusal of the Director and Council to carry on the administration of- the 
Dutch settlements in Bengal had obliged us to appoint a Commissioner for 
this purpose, it is suffident 'to observe that we- have since endeavored to 
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tliis intention into execution; and ivc arc liappy to 'add that part of their 
prizes were recaptured by the Resistance and other vessels, as you will be more 
particularly informed by the copy of Mr. Manington’s letter already 
referred to. : 


• 21; ■ We now return to the southern peninsula and coast of Malabar, and 
have the pleasure of acquainting you that Tutacoryn, with its dependent 
. factories, .as well die Dutch factory of Kilkary in the 
Cons. October Pth. Ramnad . District, were taken possession of by Mr. 
Powney, the Collector of that district, in the beginning of September 
without opposition. ' ; 


22. Major Petrie, with a detachment of the King’s and Company’s troops, 

arrived before Cochin on the 2d of August ; but the Governor Mr. Van Spall 
having decidedly refused to admit them, it was necessary to send for a battering 
train and stores from Cananorc to form a blockade. A reinforcement to the 
original detachment was- also found requisite for the siege; and the delay 
occasioned by dicse measures has prevented our yet receiving advice of die 
surrender of die Dutch settlement at this place. There can, however, be 
little .doubt of its early acquisition, especially as by a letter from Mr. Clcghorn, 
who arrived at Tcllidicrry on the 6th September, we understand that, with 
the advice and concurrence of thc.Compte dc Meuron, the latter’s aid-dc-camp 
Captain Ballfi was immediately dispatched to Codiin with the Compte’s orders 
to the Swiss officers of his regiment to quit the. service of the present usurped 
Government of Holland, and to put dicmselves, with the troops under dieir 
command,' under the orders of the officer commanding the British forces 
before that place. '• . 

23. In continuation of the 23d paragraph of our last address respecting 
Goa, we beg leave to refer to 'a letter from- the Viceroy to the Governor in 

Council of Bombay, and to a letter and endosure from 
•Cons. irth j Sept^ Mr. Might! dc Limae Souza deputed by him to that 
’ Presidency, by whidi you will be pleased to observe that 
though the Viceroy ^presses a grateful sense of the offer of assistance made 
to him in compliance with your orders, he considers the state of Goa, under 
the protection of the military and naval force attached to it, to be such as to 
obviate any immediate danger, except from an armament of greater strength 
than he supposes the French can at present find means to send against it. 


24. You have been already advised of the impracticability of detaching 
any troops from Bombay without endangering the safety of that settlement. 
The Bombay Government have since informed us that under die intelligence 
of the Frendi having formed designs against the British Empire in India, 
communicated to them in your letter of the 24th March last; they were of 
opinion the present weak state of die garrison of Bombay rendered it un- 
avoidably necessary to bring two battalions of sepoys from the province of 
Malabar and four companies of sepoys from Surat (the latter to be replaced 
with locals as in the year 1790), and drat they had taken measures accordingly. 
They further acquainted us diat.they had desired their Chief Engineer to 
report what part of the fortifications remained to be completed according to 
the plan delivered by Colonel Campbelkin 1768, and requested our instructions 
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October are recorded with Mr. Cleghorn’s correspondence accompanying' them 
; ’■ * in our. proceedings of the .'annexed- date;, and we shall, 
Cons. 5th October... , q £ cours( i j p a y due attention, to the instructions contained 
in' them, when' advised of the regiment to which they refer' having agreed' to 
enter into the British service on the terms held out to them. 

36: We' shall - also be careful to observe the instructions of the Secret 
Committee relative to the dispatch of the Company’s liomeward bound sliips 
contained in your letters of the -25th of March and 8th April 1795, which we 
had the honor to receive by die - Lord Thurlow , together with copies of your 
letters of the 20di February, '3d and 24th March 1795, which have been already 
acknowledged. 

Fort William, . . We have the honor to be, 

31st October, 1795. . . &ca., &ca., &ca. 

{Per Surprize) ; ....... 

. . » 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 20 NOVEMBER 1795 

Capitulation of Cochin— Expedition against Colombo — Madras Govern- 
ment's treaty with the King of Kandy not approved — Death of the Peshwa 
and its probable effects— Grain- sent to England to relieve scarcity in Europe. 

To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1. The sailing of the Surprize having been delayed, we are enabled to 
add to our address of the 31st ultimo the capitulation of the fort of Cochin 
on the night of the 19th ultimo. Copies of Major Petrie’s letter to the Com- 
mander in Chief containing the terms of capituladon and all the particulars 
we. have yet received of this event will be transmitted herewith for your 
information. 

2. In consequence of this intelligence, we have, at the recommendation of 
the Commander in Chief, resolved that His Majesty’s 77th Regiment, two 
battalions of native infantry, one company of artillery and two companys of 
lascars shall be ordered from' Malabar to co-operate with the Madras troops 
against Columbo. We have accordingly sent instructions to Malabar and 
Bombay for the immediate assemblage of die above troops at Cochin with the 
requisite tonnage and provisions for four rtionths, to wait there the receipt of 
orders from the Governor itf Council of Fort St. George in' consequence of the 
arrangement that may be concerted with the Commander of His Majesty’s 
squadron for the attack of Columbo. 

3. We have at the same time -taken measures in consequence of an appli- 
cation from the Government of Fort St. George to provide tonnage for the 
conveyance of troops and stores to be sentfrom that Presidency on the intended: 
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establish a plan of administration, calculated. to secure ihe rights and promote 
the satisfaction of the inhabitants in the manner directed by your instructions, 
as far as the nature of their situation will admit. 


32.' The accompanying proceedings will furnish you with full informa- 
’. tion of the measures we have taken for the above purpose, 

■ 8 'l hh September.’ as wcl1 as for 11,0 dis P osal of such of the public property 

18th ! Do; found at Cliinsurah -as could not be kept in deposit 

10th without risk of loss or damage. No public property was 

1 1 °‘ found in die Dutch factories at Calcaporc and Patna ; 

but we thought it proper to direct the Magistrates of Moorslicdabad and Patna 
to require [acquire] possession of •diem as forming part of the Dutch, settle- 
ments, and diey. arc now under the general supcrintcndancc of Mr. Birch, the 
Commissioner at Cliinsurah. .• 


• 33. You will observe from the proceedings referred to diat we had doubts 

whether a considerable quantity of spices claimed by Mr. Van Citters as his 
private, property had not been fictitiously sold ; to him to avoid their seizure 
on the expected 4 surrender, of die settlement to His Britannick Majesty.- But, 
after consulting the Advocate General on die legality and validity of the sale, 
and making such further enquiry as was in our power to ascertain whether 
the usual forms liad.bccn observed, as well as whether, from the price stipu- 
lated to be paid, it appeared to be a bona fide transaction, we were of opinion 
that dierc were no sufficient grounds of .suspicion or means of proof to autho- 
rize a seizure of the spices in question as public property, and therefore ordered 
diem to be delivered up to Mr. Van, Citters. The leading facts in this tran- 
saction arc these, diat the spices were actually sold some days previous to die 
arrival of your Secret Dispatches, on die ‘5th- July, that the usual nature.of the 
sale had been made, and that die prices paid for the spices were in general 
higher dian at former sales', and'diat part Of diem had been resold, and what- 
ever suspicion might attadi to die transaction from some circumstances attend- 
ing it,, it appears to us to [be] impossible to. obtain proof sufficient to pronounce 
the sales collusive and the spices public property. 

34. We have noticed die arrival of Mr. Clcghorn at Tcllicherry on die 6th 
September. On that' date he addressed a letter to Lord Hobart, advising him 
of the commission and dispatches; with which lie was entrusted, of the resolu- 
tion formed by him, in concurrence with the Compte de Meuron, to depute 
the latter’s aid-de-camp .with die Compte’s orders' to the Swiss officers of his 
regiment at. Cochin, 4 and of his own intention" to, proceed immediately to Ceylon 
widrthe Compte, whose presence he conceived might ’be of use in effecting the 
speedy reduction of that island. ' He^at the same time; transmitted letters from 
the Compte and himself to Colonel dd Meuron,: Commandant of die regiment 
of that name, to be - forwarded to him if thought useful; and, in a separate 
dispatdi of the same date, sent the letters with which lie wtis charged from 
Mr. Secretary Dundas to Lord Hobart and Sir Robert Abcrcromby, the. former 
dated die 17th February, the .latter die 14di April, accompanied, by. copies of 
the capitulation entered into between- Mr. Clcghorn’ on the part of His 

4 Britannick Majesty,- and. the Compte de Meuron, for the service of the latter’s 
regiment at Ceylon, and other papers connected therewith. 

35. These papers which we, .received’ -from -Fort St. George on the :4th 
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the application from Admiral Elphinstone which induced us to determine on 
sending this supply, and we shall hereafter furnish the Honorable Court with 
a statement of the whole of the expence attending it. 

10. The delay of this dispatch enables us further to transmit you copy of 
a letter from the Assistant at Poonah communicating the death of the Peshwa, 
which, took place on the 27th ultimo, and is stated to have been occasioned by an 
accident — a fall from an upper appertment. : Bajee Row, the eldest son of the 
late Rogonaut Row, is the nearest of kin to the deceased ; but, from the disin- 
clination of the Minister towards him, it appears doubtful whether the succes- 
sion would be declared in his favor or in that of his younger brother Chinnajee 
Appa. We are not aware that this event can lead to any consequences 
injurious to your interest, but in the contrary, a possible reduction of the 
power and influence of the Poonah Minister, or a disunion among the different 
branches of the Mahratta State which may eventually arise from a disputed 
succession. 

11. A copy of the Governor General’s letter to the Resident at Poonah 
in answer to his communication of the Peshwa’s death will be sent for your 
information. 

12. Since writing the above, we have been honored, by an overland dis- 
patch forwarded from Bombay, with your instructions of the 7th July, 1795, 
relative to the scarcity of grain in Europe, and directing a supply of ten 
thousand tons of wheat and rice for Great Britain from this country. 

13. Immediately on the receipt of these instructions on the 16th instant, 
we took the necessary measures for carrying them into execution, in the mode 
which appeared to us most consistent with secrecy and expedition ; and to 
save time as well as to convey to you the most satisfactory information on this 
head, we have the honor to transmit you a copy of our proceedings on the sub- 
ject, together with letter referred to in them from the Board of Trade. 

14. We have also judged it proper to convey information of the scarcity 
of grain in Europe to Admiral Elphinstone, or in his absence to the Com- 
manding Officer of His Majesty’s sea or land forces at the Cape, in the hope 
that a considerable supply of corn may be obtained from thence. A copy of 
the Governor General’s letters to the effect will be transmitted for your perusal. 

15. The only further . material circumstances we have to communicate is 
the seizure of a vessel under Portuguize colours which, from information there 
is every reason to deem credible, appears, to have been employed early in the 
present year in conveying naval and military stores purchased at Pondicherrey 
to the Mauritius. In consequence of this information, the Governor General 
ordered the Captain Mr. F. A. Carminia, his officers and the ships to be arrest- 
ed, and the paper belonging to it to be secured. An examination is now 
making, the result of which will be hereafter communicated to you. But in 
the mean time we have the honor to transmit'copies of the Governor General’s 
minute and of the letter addressed by him On this occasion to the Viceroy 
at Goa. 

Fort William, ' We have the honor to be, &ca. 

20th November, 1795. _ 

(Per Surprize.) 
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expedition, which, in the event of Admiral Elphinstonc’s arrival in India, 
may, we hope, he undertaken immediately after the change of the monsoon. 
We cannot, however, but express our concern at being deprived of the eventual 
assistance, protection and co-operation of Commodore Rainier ’s squadron in 
the important service in contemplation. 

4. By the copies of dispatches from the Madras Government by the Mary 
packet, we observe that you have been advised by them of the surrender of 
Manar, of the result of the second deputation to Columbo, of the transfer of 
the regiment of Matron to die British service, and of their resolutions on the 
terms of capitulation granted to the Governor of Malacca. We shall, there- 
fore, only add on the latter subject that our sentiments entirely corresponded 
with those of the Governor in Council of Fort St. George. 

5. To guard against accidents, however, we have directed dtat copies of 
the letters we have received from Fort St. George on the above subjects be 
transmitted to you, if possible with this dispatch, together with copies of our 
letter in answer. 

6. We have also flic honor to lay before you copy of a minute from the 
Governor General respecting a preliminary treaty entered into widt the King 
of Candia by Mr. Andrews on the part of the Company and request your parti- 
cular attention to it. 

7. If we had been consulted on the resolution for entering into a treaty 
with the King of Candia, previous to die dispatch of the letter to His Majesty 
by die Madras Government containing a proposal to this effect, we should 
have decided against the measure as, in our opinion, unnecessary and ill-timed. 
We should have thought it sufficient to make an offer of the friendship of the 
Company to the King, and to have solicited his in return, misting to a reci- 
procation of friendship for establishing an intercourse that might lead to 
connections of a more permanent nature, if circumstances should render it 
adviscable. As die precipitation with which the measure was adopted did not 
admit of the interposition of our sentiments, we could only suggest such 
qualifications as appeared to us calculated to meet legal objections to it and 
eventual exigency; but they were not adopted. 

S. As it was impossible for us to approve the terms of the preliminary 
treaty as they now stand for the reasons detailed in the Governor General’s 
minute, and which we trust will have your approbation, it only remained for 
us to consider the most adviscable mode of extricating ourselves and die 
Madras Government, if possible, from the embarrassments created by their 
conduct; and we have the fullest reliance that the instructions to diem whidi 
were exactly in the terms of the Governor General's minute will appear to you 
well adopted to the various considerations which prescribed them, particularly 
that we have been attentive to explain the conduct of the Presidency of Fort 
St. George to the King of Candia in a mode calculated to preserve their credit 
and influence with him. 

9. We shall likewise transmit you copy of a letter written by the Governor 
General to Sir G. K. Elphinstone by one of two vessels taken up by us to convey 
a supply of rice and rum for the use of His Majesty’s squadron and land forces 
at the Cape, or eventually for St. Helena. You have been already advised of 
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proceedings on the subject of your instructions above mentioned to the pre- 
sent period. 

3. On other subjects we shall have the honor of addressing you at an 
early date by the Indiamen. We shall here observe only that preparations are 
making for an expedition against Columbo as soon as practicable, that we have 
yet no advices of the successful issue of the operations at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and consequently know not when to expect the arrival in India of the 
squadron under Admiral Elphinstone. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be &ca. 

December 15th, 1795. 

(Per Nonsuch.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 25 NOVEMBER 1795 

Transmission of copies of proceedings. 

- SECRET DEPARTMENT . 

To the Secret Committee of the .Honorable Court of Directors. ' 

• * • , * • , r* i ' ( . i 

Honorable Sirs,- • :• 

1., With our letter of the 20th instant by the Surprize,' we have had the 
honor of transmitting you a ‘copy of our proceedings on your instructions of the 
7tli July (received here oh the 16th instant) directing a supply of grain from 
this country in consequence of the scarcity in Great Britain. 

2. As our proceedings on this subject involve several points of consequence 

submitted to your consideration; and as you will also be anxious to know what 
supplies of grain may be expected from this country, we think it -necessary to 
transmit you a duplicate of our proceedings by an overland dispatch with a 
continuation of them to this date. . ' 

3. We, at the same time, have to inform you of the death of the Paishwa, 
occasioned by a fall from an upper apartment' on the 27th ultimo, though you 
will probably have received previous intelligence of this event from the Govern- 
ment of Bombay. We have already observed in our letter of the 20di instant 
that we have no reason to think, it will be' attended with any consequences 
injurious to your interests. 

Fort William, We have &ca. 

the 25th November, 1795.. - 

(Overland.) 
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SECRET LETTER DATED 15 DECEMBER 1795 

Preparations for the Colombo expedition. 

To the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Honorable Sirs, ' • ■ 

1. By the Dellona we have been honored with a duplicate of your instruc- 
tions of the 7th July, 1795, which had before reached us overland as advised in a 
letter of the 20th ultimo by the Surprize, and in a dispatch sent to he forwarded 
from Bombay under date the 20th ultimo. 

2. We have how the honor of transmitting you by the ship Nonsuch, 
freighted with part of the grains required from this Presidency, duplicate 
of our letters of the above dates, together with a copy of the whole of our 
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DRAFT TREATY OF GUARANTEE AS PROPOSED BY 
LORD CORNWALLIS* 

Draft of a treat}' of defensive alliance between the Hon’ble United English 
East India Company, the Peishwa Seway Madarow Narain Pundit Purdhaun 
Behader and the Nawaub Nizam Ally Khan Asof Jah Behader for the clear 
ascertainment of the meaning and extent of the 13th article of the Treaty of 

Poonah, dated 1 st June, J 290, corresponding with 

and of die 10th arucie~of the Treaty of Pangul, dated 4th July, 1790, corres- 
ponding with 20th Showal 1204 Hejeree, to the end of enforcing a faithful 
observance of the Treaty of Seringapatam, dated 18th March, 1792, and for the 
mutual maintenance of the contracting powers and their allies and dependants 
in secure possession of all the rights, interests and territories ceded to and held 
by them on the conclusion of the said Treaty of Seringapatam against Futteh 
Ally Khan, known by the denomination of Tippoo Sultaun, setded by &ca., 
&ca., &ca., per usual form. 


Article 1st. 

By die 13th article of the Treaty of Poona and by the 10th article of the 
Treaty of Pangul above mentioned, it is stipulated that “if after the conclusion 
of peace with Tippoo, he should molest or attack either of the contracting 
parties, the others shall join to punish him, the mode and condition of effect- 
ing which shall be hereafter setded by the contracting powers ” Accordingly, 
it is hereby setded that, in the event of such attack or molestation occurring, 
the nature and ground of it shall be clearly explained by the party conceiving 
himself injured to the odier contracting parties, who will act conformably to 
their mutual stipulations. 


Article 2d. 

The true spirit and meaning of the contracting parties by the articles of 
the Treaties of Poona and Pangul referred to in the 1st article of this treaty, 
and likewise of this treaty itself being stricdy defensive, it is hereby agreed that 
in the event of friendly negotiation proving abortive, and it shall have ap- 
peared to the other allies, from the explanation of the nature and ground of 
the injury which the party conceiving himself injured shall have furnished to 
them according to the 1st article of this treaty, that Tippoo Sultaun is the 
aggressor and the party complaining the aggrieved, and not till then, the 
others shall unite with die aggrieved to obtain redress by force of arms ; and 


•Sent to Sir Charles Warre Malet, Resident at Poona, by Lord Cornwallis on 
5 February, 1793. (Ed.) 
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DRAFT TREATY OF GUARANTEE AS PROPOSED BY 
LORD CORNWALLIS* 

Draft of a treaty of defensive alliance between the Hon’ble United English 
East India Company, the Peishwa Seway Madarow Narain Pundit Purdhaun 
Behader and the Nawaub Nizam Ally Khan Asof Jah Behader for the dear 
ascertainment of the meaning and extent of the 13th artide of the Treaty of 

Poonah, dated 1 st June^^ JlZSO, corresponding with 

and of the 10th arodtTof the Treaty of Pangul, dated 4th July, 1790, corres- 
ponding with 20th Showal 1204 Hejeree, to the end of enforcing a faithful 
observance of the Treaty of Seringapatam, dated 18th March, 1792, and for die 
mutual maintenance of the contracting powers and their allies and dependants 
in secure possession of all the rights, interests and territories ceded to and hdd 
by them on the conclusion of the said Treaty of Seringapatam against Futteh 
Ally Khan, known by the denomination of Tippoo Sultaun, seeded by &ca., 
&ca., &ca. } per usual form. 


Article 1st. 

By the 13th artide of the Treaty of Poona and by the 10th artide of the 
Treaty of Pangul above mentioned, it is stipulated that “if after the condusion 
of peace with Tippoo, he should molest or attack either of the contracting 
parties, the others shall join to punish him, the mode and condition of effect- 
ing which shall be hereafter settled by the contracting powers.” Accordingly, 
it is hereby settled that, in the event of such attack or molestation occurring, 
the nature and ground of it shall be dearly explained by the party conceiving 
himself injured to the other contracting parties, who will act conformably to 
their mutual stipulations. 


Article 2d. 

The true spirit and meaning of die contracting parties by the artides of 
die Treaties of Poona and Pangul referred to in the 1st article of this treaty, 
and likewise of this treaty itself being striedy defensive, it is hereby agreed that 
in the event of friendly negotiation proving abortive, and it shall have ap- 
peared to the other allies, from the explanation of the nature and ground of 
the injury which the party conceiving himself injured shall have furnished to 
them according to the 1st artide of this treaty, that Tippoo Sultaun is the 
aggressor and the party complaining the aggrieved, and not till then, the 
others shall unite with die aggrieved to obtain redress by force of arms ; and 


•Sent to Sir Charles Warre Malet, Resident at Poona, by Lord Cornwallis on 
S February, 1793. (Ed.) 
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to each other in their respective dominions the priviledge of raising recruits 
of men, of purchasing elephants , horses, bullocks and grain, duty free. 

Article 7th. 

The true intent and meaning of this treaty being to guarantee each of the 
contracting parties conformably to the articles thereof, and not to involve them 
in unnecessary quarrels with Tippoo Sultaun, it is further stipulated that 
either of the contracting parties seeing good ground to apprehend hostile 
designs on the part of Tippoo Sultaun shall without delay make a full dis- 
closure thereof to the others, who oh receipt of such disclosure shall imme- 
diately caution the said Tippoo Sultaun against such designs, and shall offer 
dicir mediation to bring about an accommodation of any existing or impend- 
ing disagreement, with a plain intimation of the consequence of his persever- 
ing in such hostile designs, according to the spirit and meaning of the present 
engagement. This treaty of defensive alliance, consisting of seven articles, 
being settled and concluded by &ca., &ca., &ca., it is agreed that it shall be 
exchanged &ca., &ca., &ca. 


APPENDIX 2. 

DRAFT OF A TREATY IN EXPLANATION OF THE 10TH AND 13TH 
ARTICLES OF THE TREATIES OF POONA AND PANGAL AS PRO- 
POSED BY THE PESHWA.* 

Treaty of confederacy for the mutual security of their sovereignties entered 
into between Mhadlioo Row Narrain Pundit Purdhan Bhadur, the Nabob 
Nizam Ally Khan Asof Jah Bhadur, and the English Company Bhadur 
for the particular definition of the 13th article of the Treaty of Poona and 10th 
article of the Treaty of Paungul to the end that the Sncient territories et cetera, 
and the new one conquered from Tippoo at the time of the Treaty of Syringa- 
pattam, may remain in security. Concluded by Sir Charles Warre Malet, 
Bart, and Sir John Kennaway, Bart., each invested with plenipotentiary 
powers on the part of the English East India Company Bhadur by the 
Most Noble Charles Marquis Cornwallis K.G., Governor General Bhadur. No 
deviation is to be admitted in the conditions of this treaty. According to the 
settlement, let it remain firm. 


Article 1st. 

By the 13th article of the Treaty of Poona and the 10th article of the 
Treaty of Paungul, it is stipulated that if, after the conclusion of peace, Tippoo 
should quarrel with either of the three States, the other allies should join and 
punish him, and should there be occasion in future to enter into a war to 
inflict the said punishment, the plan thereof shall be settled by the three States 
in concert. According therefore to those articles, it is now agreed that, should 

‘Received by the Resident at Poona on 18 December, 1793.- (Ed.) 
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in that case, ancl to that end, the contracting parties respectively agree to 
prosecute the war against Tippoo Sultaun, seriously and vigorously, with 
potent armies, well appointed and equipped with the requisite warlike appa- 
ratus and commanded by commanders of high rank, and to use every possible 
exertion to harrass and distress the enemy, and to bring the war to a speedy 
and honorable conclusion. 


Article 3d. . , 

In order for the clear and distinct comprehension of the second article of 
this treaty,, it is agreed that the territories and the rights and immunities of 
trade, ratified and confirmed by the aforesaid Treaty of Seringapatam to the 
contracting parties, shall he considered to be ratified and confirmed and 
guaranteed mutually by cadi to the other of the contracting parties against 
Tippoo Sultaun, by virtue of the present engagement. 

Article 4th. 

It is agreed that on a war becoming certain, the present instrument shall 
be sufficient and no other engagement shall be necessary; and in conformity 
to the present engagement, the distress or danger of the party injured or 
attacked being entitled to the earliest attention, while no time shall be lost 
by die allies in preparing dicmsclves respectively for a vigorous prosecution of 
the war, agreeably to die 2nd article of this treaty, every immediate assistance 
diat may be practicable shall be afforded him by the others, with sudi troops 
as may be in readiness for service, either by detaching them direct against die 
most vulnerable parts of die enemy’s country or by sending diem to the support 
of the party attacked, and diat while they arc engaged in preparations for die 
exertions of dieir respective force, a plan shall be settled by the mutual consent 
of all parties for the general conduct of the war. 

Article 5th. 

In the event of a war having been commenced against Tippoo Sultaun, die 
contracting powers agree that, in order to preserve as far as possible consistency 
and concert in die prosecution of it, a Vakeel from each party shall be per- 
mitted to reside in die army of the odiers for the purpose of communicating 
to each other their respective views and circumstances ; and they furdicr agree 
that during the continuance of die war neither of them will enter into separate 
negociations with Tipoo Sultaun, but, on the receipt of any advice or message 
from him by either party, it shall be communicated to the others, and when- 
ever peace may be determined on, it shall be settled by die mutual consent of 
the contracting parties, none of them introducing unreasonable objections. 

■ ' Article 6th. 

A constant readiness for war .being die best security for the continuance of 
peace, the strictest attention is' to be paid by the allies to keep their armies on 
a respectable footing, so as to be prepared at a short notice for service ; and 
with a view to this end; it is agreed that the contracting parties shall allow 
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should be purchased agreeable to die occasion ; and purwannas for purchasing 
free of customs in die countries of three States should be granted on condi- 
tion of its being for the Government. 

Article 6th. 

This treaty is not diat a breach is nolens volcns to be entered into with 
Tippoo ; but it is constructed that in die event of Tippoo being the aggressor, 
each of the allies may be bound to act agreeable to it. If one of the allies con- 
ceives that Tippoo is aggrieving him, he is immediately to represent it to the 
odicr allies, who are to dissuade Tippoo from a repetition of such conduct, and 
to tell him diat it is improper ; and die allies interposing should terminate a 
quarrel actually existing, or about to take place. 

Article 7th. 

In the event of war happening in the support of this treaty, whatever 
should be taken from Tippoo, whedier territory, forts, treasuries, concealed 
depositories, ct cetera, should be equally divided between die three allies. 

Article 8th. 

If die Sirkar (Pcshwa) should have occasion for one or two battalions, they 
should be furnished by die English East India Company, their pay to be sup- 
plied at die option of die Pcshwa in the army or in Poona, agreeable to the rate 
formerly paid. 


Article 9tli. 

Whatever country should be conquered from Tippoo the three allies shall 
continue in such country whatever was previously in practice regarding reli- 
gion and holy men, brahmins, fukcers and mausoleums. 

Article 10th. 

The pesheush of the Pcshwa Pundit Purdhan, which has been always 
received from Tippoo, is to be paid. Therefore, let Tippoo pay agreeable to 
the proportion of the country that remains, or may remain, in his possession. 

Article lltli. 

Should the Sirkar (Pcshwa) have occasion for cannon, musquets, powder, 
balls, or other warlike stores, leave shall be granted for purchase from the 
Company or from merchants, free of customs. 
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such a breach appear, the ally apprehending the same shall make a particular 
communication thereof to die other allies, after which the other allies shall 
act according to dicir engagements. 

Article 2nd. 

The object of the past and present treaties is defence. It is dicrcforc 
setded diat if Tippoo gives cause of complaint to either of the allies, the said 
ally should represent to the other that dicrc is no breach on his part, but that 
on die part of die Tippoo there is a breach, which being understood, the other 
allies should niakc a friendly representation to Tippoo, and in the event of its 
proving ineffectual, die direc allies should dicn unite to punish him. But 
agreeable to what is heretofore written, they will not unite to punish him until 
they have understood die affair, and made a friendly representation to Tippoo. 
In the event of a war ensuing, it is agreed that it shall be prosecuted heartily 
widi numerous forces, amply equipped, under the conduct of chiefs of trust 
and consequence, and diat their utmost efforts shall be exerted to punish the 
said Tippoo, to effect a speedy termination of the war. 

Article 3d. 

In die event of a war with Tippoo being resolved on by the allies, this 
Treaty shall be sufficient; there is no occasion for another. Should Tippoo 
molest or make war on either of die allies, die said ally shall communicate the 
same for the other allies, when they shall admonish him (Tippoo) agreeable to 
the stipulation of die 2d article ; and should he not attend dicrcto, it will be 
incumbent diat the odier allies should soon take notice of the ally aggrieved. 
And it is stipulated that each ally shall immediately give assistance in such 
manner as may be practicable for carrying on the war ; and on the occasion 
arising for assistance, that all die forces diat may be in readiness shall be sent 
to invade the enemy’s country or to join another ally ; and in die interim of 
preparing the principal equipment, die plan of the war shall be setded amongst 
the allies. 


Article 4th. 

In the event of war with Tippoo, agreeable to mutual friendship, Vackccls 
should be entertained who may represent their own and their master’s views 
and wishes. Until the conclusion of the war, neither of the allies shall hold 
separate communication with Tippoo, and should any message be sent by 
Tipoo to either, it shall be made known to the others ; and on peace being to 
be concluded, it shall be done by concert between the three allies, nor shall any 
improper word* be introduced. 

Article 5th. 

Should it be necessary for the lvar to purchase elephants, horses, camels, 
bullocks or grain, the number of horses should be fixed ; and the other articles 

•Meaning thereby '‘objections”. — These words appear on the margin of the text. (Ed.) 
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LETTERS FROM COURT 

FOREIGN LETTER 


No. 1—25 April 1792. 

1. Mr Duane (p. 48) — He was the Managing Editor of The Bengal 
Journal published from Calcutta. In its issue dated 21 May 1791 the paper 
accused “some particular distinguished persons among the renegade French” 
of circulating a false rumour that Cornwallis had died after a brief illness 
at Bangalore and that the life of General Mcdows, who was ill at the same 
time, was also despaired of. Col. Canaple, the Commandant for the Affairs 
of the French Nation in Bengal, complained that this vague charge was in 
reality directed against himself, and requested the Company’s Government 
to take suitable action. Duane was deponed as be failed to make proper 
amends for the publication of the libel .—: Foreign Proceedings , 25 May 1793, 
nos. 1-5. 

2. Kedgeree (p. 49)— Formerly an important place of anchorage at the 
mouth of the river Hooghly. 


POLITICAL LETTERS 


No. 2—25 April 1792. 

1. Gingerah (p. 52) — Gingerah or Janjira is a port about 45 milc3 south 
of Bombav, and from die dose of the 15th centurv it was ruled b v an 
Abyssinian family, the Sidis of Janjira. It was the only state in V/cstcm 
India which had successfully defied the Marafhas so far. In 1784 there was 
a dispute regarding succession between Abdul Karim Khan (commonly 
called Balu Mian) and Sidi Johar, who wanted to set up Balu Mian's brother 
as ruler and act as his regent. Balu Mian £ed to Poona carrying his brother 
with him, and sought the Peshwa’s support. Nana Phadni s wa* anxious to 
acquire the island of Janjira. After protracted negotiations an agreement 
was reached on 5 June 1791 by which, the Peshwa granted Balu Mian 2 nd 
his brother 2 tract of land near Surat /the modem Sachin State in tire old 
Surat Agency, Bombay) and Rs. 47,000 in ready money; in return the latter 
r elinnwished their rights and tins to Janjira hr favour of the Petirwa. 
Sir fr:;=rT~g Males greatly helped in the negotiations and stood guarantee for 
the due fulfilment of the agreement. The Maramas offered him a lakh of 
rtmees in recognition of his services, hur mis he refused to aesrep r. 

2. The Minister In. 5Z- — Nana Phadnis £s often, referred to at tire 
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No. 4—25 June 1793. 

1. To protect our ally (p. 71) — The Raja of Travancore. 

2. Mirza Khurreem Bukht (p. 72) — Khurram Bakht alias Muazzam 
Shah was the son of Prince Jahandar Shah; the eldest son of Emperor Shah 
Alam. 

No. 5—5 June 1795. 

1. Giyrye Missre (p. 83) — Gujraje Misser. 

2. Meer Allum (p. 89) — Mir Alam (1752-1808) was a minister of the 
Nizam who came to the limelight in 1789 and was employed on many 
diplomatic missions. He accompanied the Nizam’s army and took part ip 
the negotiations with Tipu during the Third Mysore War. On the death 

. of Azim-ul-Umara in 1804 he became the chief minister of the Nizam and 
held this office till his death in 1808. The grant of an allowance by the 
Company to Mir Alam referred to here was in recognition of his services 
in connection with die formation of the Triple Alliance against Tipu and 
the conclusion of the Treaty of Pangal (1790) with the Nizam. 

No. 6—3 July 1795. 

1. Seycham (p. 106) — The MS. reads Seycham and Seychoon at different 
places. This is a corruption of Sachiv (Seycheev), one of the eight ministers 
of Shivaji. See G. S. Sardesai (Ed.), Poona Affairs {1786-97), Poona Residency 
Correspondence, Vol. II, p. 281. 

2. Cauveripur and Verrepatchee (p. 106) — Cauveripur or Kaveripuram 
is a village on the right bank of the river Cauveri in Bhavani Taluk, 
Coimbatore District, Madras. — F. A. Nicholson, Madras District Manuals: 
Coimbatore, Vol. II (Madras, 1898), p. 340. Virupakshi is in Palni Tahsil, 
Madura District, Madras. It was die chief village of one of the paleyams 
which formed the province of Dindigul and was on the southern border of 

: Mysore after the cessions made to the Company in 1792. — W. Francis, 

• Madras District Gazetteers : Madura, Volume I (Madras, 1906), p. 310. 

SECRET LETTERS 

No. 7 — 7 February 1793. 

1. War with the French nation (p. 123) — The French declared war on 
England and Holland on 1 February 1793. It is not clear how the Secret 

- Committee of the Court of Directors writing on 7 February was not aware 

■ of it. 

No. 10 — 23 October 1793. 

1. Medows (p. 126)— Sir William Medows (1738-1813) came to India in 
1783, and was appointed Commander in Chief and Governor of Bombay in 
1788. When the war with Tipu broke out he was appointed Governor of 
Madras in February 1790 and was placed in supreme command of the opera- 
tions. When his campaign proved a failure Cornwallis assumed personal 

• command. Medows left India in August ,T°2. In 1793 His; O"’* 
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3. The Coast (p. 52) — This term was used in the 18th century to mean 
the Madras or Coromandel coast and often the Madras Presidency. — H. Yule 
and A. C. Burnell, Hobson-Jobson. 

4. An Act passed in the last session of Parliament (p. 52) — When 
Cornwallis went to Madras in 1791 and assumed personal command of the 
operations against Tipu, the Fort William Council invested him with the 
full powers of the Council in the conduct of operations and the negotiation 
of peace. But the Home authorities considered that this was in excess of 
the powers vested in the Council. Parliament, therefore, passed an Act in 
1791 (31 Geo. Ill, 1st session, c. 40) confirming the resolution of the Council. 
Cornwallis was specifically vested, for the period of the war, with powers to 
conclude treaties in his own name and to issue orders to Governors and 
Councils of Fort St.. George and Bombay or to any of their servants 

' without previous communication to them. 

• •5. Bibi of • Cannanore (p. 52) — Cannanore is a coastal town in Malabar 

. , District, Madras. The rulers of this place were known as Ali Rajas or Lords 
of the Deep, and were nominally subject to the Raja of Kolattiri. After the 
British conquest of Malabar and its cession to the Company by Tipu, it was 
leased to. its queen, referred to in the Correspondence as the Bibi of 
Cannanore. 

6. Treaty with the Raja of Cochin (p. 53)— By this treaty, concluded 
on 6 January 1791, the Raja of Cochin agreed to become a tributary to the 

. British Government for his territories, which were then in the possession of 
Tipu, and to pay a subsidy of one lakh of rupees annually. — C. U. Aitchison, 
A Collection of Treaties, Engagements and Sanads, Vol. X, p. 259. 

7. Defeated the Rajput forces at Murta (p. 53) — Merta (Murta) in 
Jodhpur State, Rajputana, was known as “the Gateway of Marwar”. 
De Boigne’s victory over the Rajputs in the battle of Merta established 
Mahadji Sindia’s supremacy in Rajputana. 

8. One of the princes of the House of Timur (p. 55)— This was 
Jalal-ud-din Muhammad, commonly known as Khwajah Zadak. — Political 
Letter to Court, 21 November 1790, para. 130. 

9. Behaudur Bunder (p. 62)— About three miles north of Koppal, the 
historic fort in Raichur District, Hyderabad.— Lt. Col. Mark Wilks, History 
of Mysore, Vol. II, p. 482. 

10. The Raja of Travancore (p. 63) — The ruler at die time was Rama 

* Raja, who reigned from 1758-98. - . * 

11. Between the Vazir and the subjects of Timur Shah (p. 64)-rThe 

. Vazir of Oudh received letters and presents from Habibullah, the Naib Subah 

of Multan, and other dependents of Timur Shah while the envoy of the 

. Shah himself was kept waiting without an audience being granted for 
presenting certain letters from, his master. The Company felt diat- this 
action might adversely affect friendly and neighbourly relations with the 
Shah and advised the Vazir to keep on good terms with him and not to carry 

* on correspondence with his subjects. — Political Letter to Court , 4 August 
. 1791, paras. 74-77. 
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in the Company’s territories in Bengal, the Company’s accounts were for a 
long time kept in a different valuation viz., the chalani or current rupee. 
116 of these rupees were equivalent to 100 sikka (sicca) rupees. — J. C. Sinha, 
Economic Annals of Bengal, p. 123. Also, H. H. Wilson, A Glossary of 
Judicial and Revenue Terms. 

No. 3 — 3 September 1792. 

1. Ely rupees (p. 154) — Index to the Press Lists of the Public Depart- 
ment Records, 1748-1800, notes diat ely is “probably corruption of Arabic 
hali, current”. This view is incorrect since different values are attached to 
cly and current rupees here and in the connected papers 

2. Ct. (current) Rs. 3-12-5-8-6 (p. 154) — Foreign Department Proceed- 
ings, 7 December 1791, no. 1, give the figure as: 

Rs. Ans. G C T 
CRs. 3 12 5 8 6 

Regarding the sub-divisions of cowrie, Prinsep writes: “There are grades of 
monetary value even below that of Cowree ; for the Hindus seem as fond 
of dealing with these infinitesimal quantities, as they are with the higher 
numbers, as exemplified in the article Crore. Thus 3 Crant, or 4 Kak, or 
5 But, or 9 Dunt, or 27 Jou, or 32 Dar, or 80 Til, or 800 Suno are each 
equivalent to one Cowree. These are not in practical use in the North- 
Western Provinces, but are entered in several account books, and many of 
them appear to be employed in the Bazar transactions of Cuttack and parts 
of Bengal”. — -James Prinsep, Useful Tables Illustrative of the Coins, Weights 
and Measures of British India, p. 93. 

No. 5 — 13 August 1793. 

1. February (p. 158) — The war was declared on 1 February 1793. — 
Foreign Proceedings, 11 June 1793, no. 19 A. 

2. “Defined” (p. 159) — The MS. has “defended”. The reading given 
here is based on Foreign Proceedings, 15 July 1793, no. 4. 

3-4. “Propriety” and “for” (p. 160) — The MS. has "property” and 
“from”. The readings given here are based on Foreign Proceedings, 15 July 
1793, no. 4. 

5. Induced to do so by absolute necessity (p. 161) — These words are 
not in the MS. The reading given here is based on Foreign Proceedings, 
19 July 1793, no. 1. 

6. Samulcottah (p. 162) — Samalkot (Chamarlakota) in Cocanada Taluk, 
Godavari District, Madras, was “the principal garrison of the English in the 
Circar of Rajahmundry”. — F. R. Hemingway, Madras District Gazetteers : 
Godavari, Vol. I, (Madras, 1909), p. 214. 

7. Sulky (p. 163) — Sulkea, a populous suburb of Calcutta, situated on , 
the opposite or western side of the river Hooghly. Here the Government 
had extensive warehouses for the reception of salt. — Edward Thornton, 
Gazetteer of the Territories under the East India Company and of the Native 
States on the Continent of India, Vol. IV. 

8. Accounts (p. 164) — This word is not in the MS. The reading given 
here is based on Foreign Proceedings, 17 June 1793, no. 25. 
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Government proposed to appoint him and Col. Stuart to lead the expedition 
against Mauritius, but his name was dropped out at a later stage. 

2. Colonel Stuart (p. 126) — James Stuart (1741-1815) served under 
Medows and Cornwallis in the Third Mysore War, and was in immediate 
charge of die siege of Seringapatam in 1792. In 1794 he was placed in charge 
of the expedition against Mauritius and Bourbon, which ultimately did not 
materialise. In 1795 he was in charge of the operations against the Dutch 
possessions in Ceylon. He later retired as Commander in Chief of the 
Madras Army. 

No. 18 — 14 June 1794. 

1. Le Mergein (p. 135)— One of the copies of the MS. has “Le Vergcir”. 

No. 23 — 21 August 1795. 

1. Secret Letter dated 21 August 1795 (p. 141) — Although this letter is 
found in a volume of Political Letters it appears to have been issued from 
the Secret Department. The previous reference cited in it, die letter of 
7 July, is a Secret Letter. Also, see Political Letter to Court, 31 October 
1795, para. 1. 


LETTERS TO COURT 

FOREIGN LETTERS 

No. 1 — 25 January 1792. 

1. Objectionable (p. 149)— De Charpentier Cossigny, Governor General 
of the Isle of France and Bourbon, in his letter dated 20 July 1791, 
intimated to the Government of Fort William the -deputation of Gautier 
and Yoon as Commissaries to take cognizance of the troubles at Chandra- 
nagore and requested the Company to treat with them in all matters 
concerning the French nation. De Fresne, the French Governor at Pondi- 
cherry, appointed De Fumeron as agent at Chandranagore in succession to 
De Canaple who had died, and the latter claimed to act for the French 
nation. A dispute arose between De Fumeron and die Commissaries about 
receiving delivery of 300 chests of opium due annually from the Company. 
The Government of Fort William after examining the conflicting claims 
decided to treat with De Fumeron and gave delivery of the article to him. 
The Commissaries sent a vigorous protest against this action, the language 
of which was deemed to be very objectionable by the Fort William authori- 
ties ! — Foreign Proceedings, 13 January 1792, no. 1. 

No. 2-8. April 1792. 

1. . Current rupees (p. 151) — Though in 1778 the Company struck a 
rupee entided the sikka (sicca) rupee, which became the medium of exchange 
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Dindigul, from where relief was proposed to be obtained, are places further 
south in the Carnatic. 

5. Country (p. 183) — This word is not in die MS. The reading given 
here is based on Political Proceedings, 11 January 1792, no. 4. 

6. Sir Charles Oakley (p. 184) — A distinguished civil servant of Madras, 
Sir Charles Oakeley (1751-1826) was die President of the Madras Council 
during die absence of Medows on field service from 15 October 1790 to 21 
April 1792. He succeeded Medows as Governor- of Madras in August 1792 
and retired in September 1794. 

7. Chittaldroog (p. 184) — A strong fort in the northern part of Mysore. 
It was used as a state prison by Tipu. — Thornton, op. cit. 

8. Sir John Kennaway (p. 184) — Sir John Kennaway (1758-1836) was 
the Company’s Resident at Hyderabad from 28 April 1788 to January 1794. 
He played an important part in the negotiations preceding die Treaty of 
Seringapatam, 1792. 

9. Gurramcoondah (p. 184) — Gurramkonda. The fort stood on a 
hillock, 500 feet high, three sides consisting of almost perpendicular 
precipices, the fourth side, though accessible, steep and guarded by ramparts 
and redoubts, line behind line. It was captured by the Anglo-Hyderabad 
forces in 1791, and was ceded to die Nizam by the Treaty of Seringapatam. 

10. The Minister (p. 184) — The Chief Minister of the Nizam, Azim-ul- 
Umara. 

11. Paangul (p. 185) — A border fortress in the Nizam’s dominions, 85 
miles soudi of Hyderabad, on the Krishna River. It was the limit of Nizam. 
Ali’s personal campaign in the war. — Wilks, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 481. 

12. Balaji Pundit (p. 185) — Nana Phadnis was also known as Balaji 
Pandit. 

13. General Abercromby (p. 185) — Sir Robert Abercromby (1740-1827) 
came to India in 1788, and was appointed Commander in Chief and Governor 
of Bombay on 21 January 1790. He succeeded Lord Cornwallis as 
Commander in Chief in India on 28 October 1793 and resigned this post on 
19 February 1797. He was also a member of the Supreme Council during 
this period. 

14. Letter by the Queen (p. 185) — Political Letter to Court, 1 December 
1791. 

15. Fussily year (p. 186) — Fasli, Fuslee (corrupdy Fassily and Fusly) is 
a Hindusthani word for certain solar eras which were established for use in 
revenue and other civil transactions under Muhammadan rule in India. 
The eras were started to meet the inconveniences of the Hijra, a lunar 
calendar, arising out of its want of correspondence with the natural seasons. 
Two of the Fasli eras continued in use as regards revenue matters, viz. r 
the Fasli of the Upper India under which the Fasli year 1286 began on 2 April 
1878 and the Fasli of Madras and the Deccan under which it began on 
1 July 1877. — Yule and Burnell, op. cit., and Wilson, op. cit. 

16. Mr. Powney (p. 186) — George Powney was the Comr^T ’s Resident 

in Travancore from 1789 and his AT- "is.wbh the Raja ., . recall 
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9. Previous to the notification of the war (p. 165)—' These words 'arc not 
in the MS, The reading given here is based on Foreign Proceedings, 28 
June 1793, no. 24. 

10. Cochin (p. 166)— The MS. has "Coetion”. The reading given here 
is based on Foreign Proceedings, 12 July 1793, no. 2. 

11. Or (p. 166)— This word is not in the MS. The reading given here 
is based on Foreign Proceedings, 12 July 1793, no. 2. 

12. Sheep (p. 166)— The MS. has “ship”. The reading given here is 

. based on Foreign Proceedings, 12 July 1793, no. 2. 

No. .7 — 72 January 1794. 

1. Richemont (p. 169)— Shore in his letter to Charles Grant referred to 
Richemont as the leader of the democratic band and the self-constituted 
Governor of Chandcrnagorc. — Lord Tcignmouth, Memoir of the Life and 
Correspondence of John Lord Tcignmouth, Vol. I, p. 261. 

2. Monsr. Chenu (p. 170)— Monsr. Chenu, a French citizen and prisoner 
of war, was released on parole and permitted to go to Europe. He was sued 
in the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta by Mr. Davioiul, a fellow 
prisoner of war, for the satisfacdon of a debt contracted by him at Mauritius, 
a French colony. — Foreign Proceedings, 20 December 1793, no. 2. 

No. 9 — 37 May 1794. 

1. Firolcia (p. 175) — Ferokh, situated on the southern bank of the 
Beyporc River, 7 miles from Calicut in Malabar. Tipu wanted to develop 
it as a rival port to Calicut as well as an emporium of trade. 

POLITICAL LETTERS 

No. 13 — 25 January 1792. 

1. Major Qose (p. 182) — Having joined the Madras Army in 1771 
Sir Barry Close (1756-1813) served as Deputy Adjutant General under 

. Cornwallis from 1790-92 during die war with Tipu. His later career as 
Resident at Mysore in 1799 and at Poona in 1801 was highly distinguished. 

2. Sevendroog (p. 182) — Savandurga, a mountain fort near Bangalore. 
It was considered the most formidable stronghold in Mysore. Cornwallis 
came personally from his camp, seven miles distant, to witness the assault. 

3. Coimbatore (p. 183) — Owing to its strategical position commanding 
both the Palghat gap leading to Malabar and the Gazalhatti Pass to Mysore, 
its possession was greatly coveted. It played an important part in all the 
Mysore Wars. 

4. Errodc, Sattimungulam . and Demicotah (p. 183) — Lying at die 
southern end of die Gazalhatti Pass which was the normal route from 
Mysore to Coimbatore District, Satyamangalam, 40 miles nordi-east of 
Coimbatore, was a place of strategical importance. Demicotah or 
Danayakanakotai is 13 miles soudi-west of Satyamangalam on die road to 
Coimbatore, and Erode is 35 miles soudi-east The possession of these three 
places was considered essential to. control Baramahal. Karur (Carorc) and. 
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of Cuorg on 9 March 1792, a demand to which he had the strongest objection 
and which he asserted as being opposed to the preliminary articles ot peace 
that had been agreed upon. 'JLipu retorted by demanding the return of the 
hostages and started strengthening Ids defences. — Wilks op. cit., Vol. II, 
pp. 553-55. 

8. On the 19tli ultimo (p. 191) — The treaty was signed and sealed by 
Cornwallis on 18 March 1792. — Aitchison op. cit., Vol. IX, p. 240; also, 
Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 2. 

9. Our address by the Kent (p. 192) — In this letter all references to 
the dispatch sent by the Kent arc to Political Letter to Court, 25 January 
1792. 

10. Commodore Cornwallis (p. 192) — Sir William Cornwallis of the 
Royal Navy (1744-1819) was die younger brodter of the Governor General. 
He was appointed naval Commander in Chief in the East Indies in 1789, 
and remained in the eastern waters till his return to England in the spring 
of 1794. When war broke out with die French in 1793 he rendered great 
assistance in the capture of Chandernagore and Pondicherry. 

11. By the Queen (p. 192) — Political Letter to Court, 1 December 1791. 

12. To attend him on die journey (p. 192) — In 1792 when Mahadji 
Sindia proposed to go to Poona he wanted Palmer to accompany hint. But 
Malet, the Resident at Poona, objected as the presence of a second British 
envoy at the Peshwa’s Court would have affected his position adversely, and 
there was also the danger of the activities of die two envoys coming into 
conflict. Palmer, therefore, did not accompany Mahadji.— Jadunath Sarkar, 
Mahadji Smitia and foorth Indian A pairs, Poona Residency Correspondence, 
Vol. I, p. xii. 

13. Letters from Timoor Shah (p. 193) — Until about the end of 1792 
there were periodical alarms dun Timur Shall, the son of die famous Ahmad 
Shah Durrani, would be invading India cither to conquer die country for 
himself or to restore Emperor Shall Alam to his former power and glory. In 
March 1792 die Shall defeated the Sikhs in the north and captured the 
fort of Roll t as, and rumours were again strong that he had assigned that 
fort and 10,000 cavalry to Prince Alisan Bakht, a son of Shah Alam who 
resided in Kabul, for die purpose of driving die Marathas back to the 
Deccan, and that the Prince with that force had arrived at Peshawar. The 
rumours were set at rest only by the dcadi of the Shah in June 1792. — P. Basu, 
Oudh and the East India Company, pp. 56-8. 

14. Chaorbaug (p. 193)— “A pltice about four days’ journey from Kaubul 
[Kabul]”. — Political Proceedings, 8 February 1792; no. 20. 

J5. Gualparah (p. 193) — Goalpara in Assam was at that time within 
the Company’s possessions. Since foreign merchants had no free access into 
that country, trade was carried on widi Assam through diis frontier outpost. 

16. Mr. Rausch (p. 193) — Daniel Raush, a leading European merchant 
of Goalpara residing there from 1769, played an inipo/^- part in the civi 
troubles of Assam, first supporting the rebel Raja Krislj;.' : . _,.van of 
and later espousing die cause of the Raja of Assam." 1 ’ ” 

Vol. XVII— 34 
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in 1793. Later he was Collector o£ Ramnad. See also note entitled "serious 
misunderstanding”, p. 534 below. 

17. Mr. Duncan (p. 186)— Jonathan Duncan (1756-1811) entered the 
Company’s service in 1772 and was Resident at Benares from 1787 to 1795. 
At the end of 1792 he was appointed member of the Malabar Commission 
and after completing his labours on the Commission he returned to Benares 
in March 1794. He was Governor of Bombay from December 1795 to 
August 1811. — A. Shakespeare, Selections from the Duncan Records, Vol. I, 
p. iii. 

■ 18. Major Palmer (p. 186)— William Palmer (1740-1816) was Resident 
at Gwalior in Sindia's Court from 1787 to 1798. 

No. 14—8 April 1792. 

1. Coomscc and Anundporc (p. 189)— Kumsi (Coomscc) is now a 
village 14 miles north-west of Shimoga in Mysore State. Anundporc or 
Anandapura was a place of importance in the time of Tipu and Haidar. It 
is now a village bearing the name Anantapura in Sagar Taluk, Shimoga 
District, Mysore State. — Wilks, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 505; Imperial Gazetteer 
of India : Mysore and Coorg (Calcutta, 1908), p. 249. 

2. Azeem ul Omrah (p. 189) — Azim-ul-Umara (1734-1804). His original 
name was Ghulam Saiyid Khan, and he is also commonly referred to in 
the records by his oilier title Musliir-ul-Mulk. He was the principal adviser 
to Nizam Ali from 1783. His power waned for a short while when lie was 
surrendered to the Marathas after the battle of Kharda in March 1795. He 
returned to Hyderabad in 1797 and continued to act as the chief minister 
till his death in May 1804. 

3. Bednorc (p. 190) — Bcdnorc or Bidnur is the ancient name for Nagar 
in Shimoga District, Mysore State. It was the scat of government of die 
Rajas of Ikkcri. Haidar Ali captured it in 1763 and renamed it Haidarnagar 

• or Haidar’s Town. Subsequently it was abbreviated popularly as Nagar. — 
Thornton, op. cit. 

4. Poodiacherrum Pass (p. 190) — Pudiyacharan Pass, from Cannanorc 
through Irukkur to Virajendrapet in Coorg. — Wilks, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 703, 
editor’s note. 

5. 23d of February (p. 190)— The preliminary articles agreed upon bear 
the date 22 February 1792. — Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. IX, p. 232. 

6. As the heir of the Sultanah (p. 190)— Tipu gave as hostages his two 
sons Abdul Khaliq and Muiz-ud-Din. The reference here is to the latter’s 
mother, whose properties die prince was expected to inherit. — Charles Ross, 
Correspondence of Charles, First Marquis Cornwallis, Vol. II, p. 152. 

7. As hostages of Lord Cornwallis (p. 191) — The allegation was made 
on the basis of a report from Cornwallis. (Letter to Sir Charles Oakcley, 
13 March 1792 — Ross, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 158.) But it appears very unlikely 
that Tipu diought in terms of renewing hostilities and at the same time 
surrendered his sons as hostages on 26 February 1792 and also paid eleven 
hundred diousand pounds. According to Wilks, die work of repairing die 
fort walls was commenced after Tipu received the demand for the cession 
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The Government of India, p. 172. Also, W. Lcc-Warncr, The Protected 
Princes of India, p. 45. 

8. The late outrages (p. 204) — The complaint was the result of a quarrel 
between a Patlian soldier in the Maratha service and a sepoy in the Com- 
pany’s service which led to a murderous attack on a naik in the employ of 
the Company. The Resident at Broach complained that Sindia’s governor 
Lnllubai was from the very beginning “insolent, refractory and oppressive”, 
and that the Company's prestige was at a very low ebb as a result of such 
incidents. — Political Proceedings, 30 July 1792, no. 38. 

9. Bhow Backshy (p. 204) — Sadashiv Mallxar Bavle, Mahadji Sindia’s 
foreign secretary in his dealings with the English, was popularly known as 
Bhau Bahhshi. — Jndunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol. IV, 
p. 143. 

10. Hyder Beg Khawn (p. 206) — Haidar Beg Khan, Naib or Deputy 
of the Vazir of Oudh from 1776-91. 

11. Mr. Ives (p. 206) — Edward Otto Ives, Resident at Lucknow from 
1787-94. He resigned in February 1794. — Calendar of Persian Correspond- 
ence, Vol. VII, ]). 370, editorial note 2. 

12. Hosscin Raza Cawn (p. 206) — Mirza Hasan Raza Khan, an intimate 
friend of Nawab Asaf-ud-Daulah, was appointed as Naib or Deputy in 1776. 
But real power was wielded by his coadjutor Haidar Beg Khan. 

No. 1 6—14 October 1792. 

1. By the Dutton (p. 206) — Political Letter to Court, 8 April 1792. 

2. Mantchonx language (p. 207) — See paragraph 97, Political Letter to 
Court, IS May 1793, for a further reference to die subject. Capt. Kirkpatrick 
got the letter translated at Khatmandu, and in forwarding a copy of the 
translation observed: “The originals arc all in die Tibet character and 
language, not even the one from Toong Thang being written in the 
Mundheon as was imagined, so that by the ’China Letter’ mentioned by the 
Lamas it would seem diat ‘a Letter from die Chinese Commander’ was 
meant.” — Original Political Consultation, 22 April 1793, no. 16. 

3. Captain William Kirkpatrick (p. 208) — William Kirkpatrick (1754- 
1812) joined Bengal Infantry in 1773, and served as Persian Interpreter to 
Cornwallis during the Third Mysore War. In 1793 he led a mission to Nepal, 
and an account of it was published in 1811. In January 1794 he succeeded 
Kennaway as Resident at Hyderabad and held diis post till November 1797. 

No. 17 — 14 December 1792. 

1. Approved (p. 211) — By die treaty of 1775 it was stipulated that a 
regular brigade of the Company’s troops should be stationed in the territories 
of die Nawab Vazir for the defence of his realm, and the ruler was to pay 
two lakhs and sixty thousand rupees per mondi for their maintenance.— 
Aitcliison, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 107. 

2. Sir Charles Malet (p. 211) — Sir Charles Malet (1752-1815) was Resident 
at Poona from March 1786 to February 1797, and later Member of Council 
and acting Governor of Bombay. 
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17. Burkundosscs (p. 193) — Barkandaz. Armed retainers, armed police- 
men or armed unmounted employees of a civil department. Here they 
mean up-country stalwarts and fortune hunters who constantly pillaged 
Assamese villages during the 18th and early 19th centuries. 

No. 15 — 3 September 1792. 

1. The Board’s letter by the Dutton (p. 194)— In this dispatch all refer- 
ences to the letter by the Dutton arc to Political Letter to Court, 8 April 
1792. 

2. His Lordship’s letter (p. 194)— For the text of the letter, see George 
Forrest, Selections from the State Papers of the Govcrttors-Gcncral of India — 
Lord Cormvallis, Vol. II, p. 62. 

3. Hurry Punt Furkin (p. 194)— Haripant Phadke, the Maratha com- 
mander who distinguished himself in the First Maratha War. 

4. The 13 and 10 articles of the treaties of alliance (p. 197)— Article 13 
of the treaty of alliance concluded with the Peshwa on 1 June 1790 and 
Article 10 of the treaty concluded with the Nizam on 4 July 1790 provided: 
‘If, after the conclusion of peace with Tipu, he should molest or attack either 
of the contracting parties, the others shall join to punish him ; the mode 

. and conditions of effecting which shall be hereafter settled by the three 
contracting powers’. — Aitcliison, op. cit., Vol. VII, p. 49 ; Vol. IX, p. 46. 

5. To his master (p. 199)— Wilks writes that Badr-uz-Zaman had 
surrendered at Dharwar and agreed to give up the fort with its guns 
and stores in their actual condition. But the Marathas complained 
that he had caused tire ammunition to be ruined by water and the stores 
to be destroyed. So, in retaliation, the Mysore force was attacked and nearly 
destroyed by Parashuram Bhau, and Zaman Khan was sent as a prisoner 
to a Maratha fort. The latter naturally denied this charge of a breach of 
faith; but ‘the author (i.e. Wilks) must add, as a tribute of truth, that it 
was circumstantially related to him by a Mysorean officer, who was wounded 
on that occasion and who had (as he affirmed). been personally employed 
in the destruction of the stores’. Grant Duff also supports this account. — 
Wilks, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 487-88. Grant Duff, A History of the Marathas, 
Vol. II, p. 201. 

6. Vakeel-ul-Mutluck (p. 201) — On • 4 December 1784 ■ the Mughal 
Emperor Shah Alam conferred on the Peshwa the tide of Vakil-i-Mutlak 
and selected Mahadji Sindia to act as his deputy. After die batdc of Patan 
in June 1790 Mahadji obtained a fresh patent making the Peshwa’s office 
of Vakil-i-Mutlak, as well as his own appointment as deputy, hereditary. 
The delivery of the imperial orders and the insignia of office provided die 
necessary excuse to Mahadji for visiting Poona, a matter referred to 
frequently in these records. 

7. The Chancery suit (p. 203) — The suit, celebrated in legal history, was 
heard and dismissed by Lord Commissioner Eyre in July 1793 on die ground 
that “die subject matter of the suit was a matter of political treaty between 
die Nabob and the Company, die Company having acted diroughout the 
transaction in dieir political capacity, and having been dealt with by the 
Nabob as if they were an independent sovereign”. — Sir Courtenay Ubert, 
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he was working ns A.D.C., lie entered' the service of the Nizam, and by 
1795 had organised a body of 15,000 troops under European officers. — 
Herbert Compton, European Military Adventurers of Hindustan from 
1784-1803, p. 382. 

,12. The fiat of Charles 2nd, A.D. 166 (p. 234)— The year' is wrongly 

given in the MS. as 1635. The year given in Political Consultation, 
14 September 1792, no. 7, is A.D. 166J-. The Dictionary of National Biogra- 
phy states that precedence was claimed by Charles W. Malet as from 1663. 
Thomas Malet, from whose time Charles W. Malet claimed precedence, was 
made a baron by Charles II, but the fiat of honour was never completed and 
he died in 1665. The claim was not finally allowed by the Crown. — L. 
Stephen and L. Sidney (Eds.), Dictionary of National Biography, (London, 
1908). 

13. This defenceless. town (p. 235)— Ujjain, the seat of Sindia’s Govern- 
ment. 

14. Achul Thoomor (p. 236) — One of the copies of the MS. has "Achul 
Phoomcr”. See also Achat Kumvar, Calendar of Persian Correspondence, 
Vol. IX, letters 454 and 492. 

15. Prince Mccrza Hodjee (p. 236)— Prince Mirza Hazi was the son of 
Prince Jawan Bakht Mirza Jahandar Shah, the eldest son of Emperor Shah 
Alam. Jawan Bakht fled to Lucknow in 1784, and on the recommendation 
of Hastings the Vnzir of Oudh gave him a house in Lucknow and a pension 
of Rs. 25,000 a month. — Basu, op. cit., pp. 46-7. 

No. 18—29 January 1793. 

1. By the Pitt (p. 240).— In this letter references to the dispatch sent 
bv die Pitt arc to Political Letter to Court, 14 December 1792. 

2. Shatoor (p. 240) — One of the copies of the MS. has “Chatoor .” 

3. The Assufterun Katcherry of the Presence (p. 242) — -The letter written 
by die Aumil of “Arkul Gour” and “Kootour” was a request for the posting 
of additional troops to help him to punish the depredations of the “Corha 
people”. Presumably, die letter was addressed to the Assufmiran Katcherry 
or the Central Military Department of Tipu's Government. — Political Pro- 
ceedings, 17 December 1792, no. 19. 

4. From the Nabob of Kumoul (p. 242) — In his letter dated 7 January 
1792 to Cornwallis Tipu Sultan denied the claim of die French to Gondia 
Gutta, which was part of his possessions in Calicut. In die same letter he 
drew the attention of the Governor General to the following : (1) the delay 
in the surrender of Slicra; Jaanpatta, Saupaun (Sausram) by die Peshwa, and 
of Nuzmdaadu near Sungum Mullah by the Nizam ; (2) the wrongful 
occupation of Suddasheoghur by the Portuguese, which they originally 
occupied during the war ; and (3) the Nizam's interference in the afEairs of 
Karnul coming in the way of the payment of peshkash to him by the 
Nawab. — Political Proceedings, 11 January 1793, no. 12. 

5. Parcarry [Pujari] (p. 242)— The reading suggested here is based on 
• C. K. Srinivasan, Maratha Rule in the Carnatic, p. 321. 

6. No manner of concern (p. 243) — Schwartz rescued Sarbhoji.and the 

* “ 
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3. • Our letter by the Ganges (p. 217)— In this letter references to the 
dispatch sent by the Ganges arc to Political Letter to Court, 3 September 
1792. 

4. Polygars of Charcul, Natgoontc and . Curegoody (p. 218)— The 
Original Political Consultations, 29 October 1792, nos. 1-2, spell the last name 
as Cnngoody, Cungoondy. Kangundi, which was a portion of the Barainalial, 
was transferred by Tipu to the Company under the Treaty of Scringapatam 
(1792). All the three places, now known as Chargal, Naraganti and 
Kangundi, arc in Nordi Arcot District. Madras.— A. F. Cox: Madras District 
Manuals: North Arcot, Vol. I (Madras, 1881), p. 418. 

5. Star pagoda (p. 221) — Pagoda is an Anglo-Indian term for a gold 
coin current in South India, and known locally as varalia or him. Many 
varieties of the pagoda were in circulation on die Coromandel coast. , Star 
pagodas were pagodas issued from Madras. Accounts were kept in Madras 
till 1818 in star pagodas, f attains and cash ( kasu ): '8 casli=\ f attain ; 42 
fanatns=z\ pagoda. One pagoda was equivalent to 3 J4 rupees.— Yule and 
Burnell, op. cit.; Prinsep, op. cit., p. 18. 

' 6. Calicut (p. 222)— Well-known emporium of trade in Malabar on the 
West Coast. The Portuguese, the French and the English had their factories 
dicrc at different times. In 1790 the port ‘was captured by the British from 
Tipu and acquired permanently by the Treaty of Scringapatam. 

7. Onorc (p. 222)— Honavar, a port in North Canara District, Bombay. 
The treaty of 1770 concluded with Haidar Ali provided for the establishment 
of a factory here by the Company and one at Karwar. The treaty also gave 
the Company die sole and exclusive right of purchasing all the pepper and 
sandalwood produced in Haidar’s dominions, but at die same time it provided 
that payment should be made in arms, ammunitions, -etc. Since die Com- 
pany was reluctant to provide munitions of war to its professed enemy the 
factories were not established and trade relations did not develop. 

8. Matwan Rajah (p. 223) — The Raja of Kolhapur. Malwan is a port 
in llattiagiri District, 150 miles soudi of Bombay. ; 

9. The province of Broach (p. 225)— The Company conquered Broach 
in 1772 and obtained recognition from Raglioba for its possession in 1775. 
In 1782, by the Treaty of Salbai, all the possessions acquired by the Company 
in Broach were handed over to the Pcsliwa with the exception of the town 
and subdivision' of Broach, which were handed over to Maliadji Sindia “in 
testimony of the sense entertained of the conduct manifested by him to 
the British army at Wadgaon and of his humane treatment and release 
of die English gentlemen who had been his hostages on the occasion" 
Maliadji on his part granted freedom to the English to trade without 
molestation and promised not to permit any other European nation to carry 
on trade in Broach. — Grant Duff, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 147. 

10. Arcot Rupees (p. 229) — The rupee current in Madras was originally 
that of the Nawab of the Carnatic, and so was commonly known as the Arcot 
Rupee. 

11. Monsieur Raymond (p. 230)— Francois do Raymond (1755-98). Col. 
Mallcson gives the name as Michael Joachim Marie Raymond. He was a 
well known French adventurer. After the death in .1785 of Bussy, with whom 
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5. Colonel Brathwaite (p. 253)— John Brathwaite, a senior officer of the 
Madras Army, succeeded temporarily to its command on the resignation of 
Major General Medows on 1 August 1792 and held this, post till Major 
General A. Clarke took over on 15 January 1796. 

6. Baramahal (p. 253)— Loosely applied to the north-east corner of the 
present Salem District. It was ceded by Tipu to the British in 1792. 

7. The Nizam’s Ministers (p. 258) — One of the copies of the MS. has 
"the Nizam’s Minister”. 

8. The Bombay Council (p. 262) — One of the copies has “the Bombay 
Court”, but this is incorrect. 

9. On the Patell’s recommendation (p. 266) — Mahadji Sindia was 
known as the Patel or Patel Bahadur. 

10. Treaty of Salbhye (p. 2 66) — Article 8 of die treaty concluded on 

17 March 1782 provided, "The territory which had long been the established 
jagir of Sayaji Gaikawar and Fateh Singh Gaikawar, that is to say, whatever 
territory Fateh Singh Gaikawar possessed at the commencement of the present 
war, shall hereafter for ever remain on the usual footing in his possession ; 
and the said Fateh Singh from the date of this treaty being complete shall 
pay for die future to the Pcsliwa die tribute as usual previous to the present 
war, and shall perform such services and be subject to such obedience, as 
have long been established and customary.”— Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. VH, 
p. 39. ~ * 

11. Tuckojee Holcar (p. 267)— Commander in Chief of Holkar’s forces 
during the rule of Alialya Bai (1765-95). Succeeded Ahalya Bai as ruler 
and died in 1797. 

12. From the Gooroo (p. 267) — The reference is to Gujraje Misser. — 
Sec Introduction, p. 30. Political Proceedings, 3 October 1792, no 16 ; 1 April 
1793, no. 11 ; 12 April 1793, no. 23. 

13. Dispatch by the Europa (p. 269) — Political Letter to Court, 
14 October 1792. 

14. Burra Burwa (p. 270) — Barbarua, an Ahom officer who was the head 
of the executive, wielding control over all judicial, revenue, and also military 
functions. 

15. Cholladerah Fogan (p. 270) — Choladhara Phiikan, the officer in 
charge of the store containing the regalia consisting of royal cloaks or cholas. 
This Phuhan was also in charge of the departments of commerce and external 
affairs. 

16. Surgy Deo (p. 271) — Svargadev, literally, God of Heaven. This title, 
a shortened form of Svarga Ndrayan Dev, was applied to the Ahom rulers 
of Assam. 

No. 22 — 13 August 1793. 

1. Palnaud District (p. 276) — Guntur belonged to the Nizam at this 
time, and Palnad (Palnaud), bordering on Guntur, to the Nawab of Arcot. 
The disturbances in Guntur, therefore, affected the peace and tranquillity 
of the Carnatic, and necessitated the Company’s intervention. — Political 
Proceedings, 24 May 1793, no. 12,- .. i ' 
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widows of the late Raja Tulja Singh from the palace and the Madras Govern- 
ment directed their removal to Madras with a view to protect, them from the 
persecutions of Raja Amar Singh. The Raja, however, showed great anxiety 
to he reconciled to them to avoid a public scandal. On 25 November 1792 
he met the three officers of the Company referred to in the letter, and ex- 
pressed to them his willingness to be advised and guided by Schwartz in the 
matter. The officers communicated the gist of their talk to Schwartz. But 
Schwartz was not inclined to put much faith in the Raja’s promises, and he 
again urged the Madras .Government to arrange for their early removal to 
Madras and also to prevent the Raja from stopping their departure. The 
Government of Madras took strong objection to 'the officers having had any 
discussions with the Raja on the subject, for they were conducting for some 
time past all their correspondence with him solely through the channel of 
Schwartz. They directed Capt. Wallace, the Commanding Officer at 
Tanjore, to carry out the orders already issued for the transfer of Sarbhoji 
and the widows to. Madras. — Political Proceedings, 11 January 1792, no. 6. 

7. Serious misunderstanding (p. 243)— From the proceedings of the 
Council at Fort William it appears that Powney suspected the Dewan of 
. Travancore of intriguing with the Dutch to diminish the power of Cochin, 
a tributary of the Company, and there were strained relations between die 
two men. The immediate cause was the Raja’s dissatisfaction with the terms 
of the Treaty of Seringapatam and his conviction that Powney was acting 
in an unfriendly manner towards him and was reporting him unfavourably 
to the Governor General. In his letter to Sir Charles Oakeley, Governor of 
Fort St. George, dated 10 November 1792, he accused Powney of having 
been overbearing in his talks and of having told him "that he had been- 
the cause of Lord Cornwallis’s refusing to send for the ... Dewan , and 
that owing to what he, Mr. Powney, had written, my [the Raja’s] name 
. had not. been inserted in the treaty between the Company and Tipu Sultan”. 
Although the Madras Council found Mr. Powney’s conduct generally satis- 
factory, they felt that he should have shown greater tact and discretion in 
his relations with the Raja.— Political Proceedings , 17 December 1792, 
nos. 8 and 13; 11 January 1793, nos. 4 and 5. 

No. 20 — 18 May 1793. ' 

1. The Melville Castle (p. 247) — In this letter references to the dispatch 
sent by the Melville Castle are to Political Letter to Court, 29 January 
1793. 

2. Polygars of Moograul, Paukhall and Pelloor (p. 248)— Magarala, 
Pakala and Pullur are in North Arcot District, Madras, and their Palegars 
were at this time dependent on the Jagirdar of Chittoor and Chandragiri. — 
Original Political Consultation , 29 March 1793, no. 2. 

3. Rajahs of .Calastry, Vencatagherry and Bomrauze (p. 248) — The 
estate of Kalahasti (Calastry) is spread over the North Arcot, Nellore and 
Chingleput Districts, Madras. Venkatagiri is an estate in Nellore District, 
Madras. The identity of Bomrauze is not clear'. 

4. Several details (p. 250)— One of the copies of the MS. has "several 
articles”. 
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ghrrry or Sulagiri is in Hosur Taluk, Salem District, Madras. It was an 
ancient fv.tr gat i on the northern border of Mysore after Tipu’s cession of 
Barnntabal to the Company.*-!'. J. Uichards, Madras District Gazetteers: 
Salem, Vol. I, Part II (Madras, 191 S). pp. 157-59. 

1 Treaty proposed by Marquis Cornwallis (p. 314)— See Appendix 1 
{nr the text «.r the draft treaty. 

3. A new draft of treaty (p. 314)— See Appendix 2 for the text of the 
draft it rat y put forward by the IVshwa. 

4. Over (p. 317} — *I7tr MS. ha* "from”. The rending given here is based 
<>:: t)tiyi-i;:i Political CnnsuUatitm, 3 January 1794. no. 21. 

5. Commerce (p. 317}— Thr word h not in the MS. The reading given 
bt‘« j* bn«cd on Original Political Consultation. 3 January 1794, no. 21. 

t'. Cannanorc (p. 317}— The MSS. spell the word as Carnarain, 
l lam. nan. The reading given here i* based on Original Political Constdta- 
tsrc:. 5 January 17^4, no. 21. 

7 -S. "Ercoor'’ and "Pmhirkrr.im Gaut’* (p. 317) — Ercoor is spelt in 
I/ig-ui’* Malabar as ICrr«KU-m and Irttkur and in the Malabar District 
Gazetteer :o Irut.ur. It i*. a village on the road from Cannanorc to Peram- 
hndi Chat which lead* on to Oxug. The river on which it stands is 
navig.ibte upto thi> point. Puritirkeratn Gam is spelt as Pushichiram Ghat 
in the ( itirjr.c! Politico! Consultation. 3 January 1794, no. 21. Its identity is 
no: « lr.it . PjcMunahly it i*. another name for the Peramhadi Ghat. — Logan, 
William, Malabar. Vol. 1 (ISs'7j. C. A. Intis, Madras District Gazetteers: 
Malabar and Aujengo (Madras IW8), p. 397. 

*>. Gotveim (Gohatnt) (p. 318}— The word Gdsscins should probably be 
CtiU.iitf. *lhr latter i< a title applied to thr three cabinet ministers of the 
A* von Haj:t lliuragohain, llargohain and Itarfuitragahaitt). Dangarias and 
the watden*' of the frontier timing the period of their oflice, and the sons 
of king*- and other princes of the Ahotn blood royal. — S. K. Bhuyan, 
1‘twghhungio liurauji — A History of Assam, p, 239. 

in. Thr honorablr reception of His Excellency Lord Macartney 
(p, 3l f b— The reference here is to the reception given to Lord Macartney 
on his teatliing Chinn a> Ambassador Plenipotentiary on behalf of the 
British Government. 

No. 31 — 10 March 1794. 

1. Captain Doveton (p. 325)— Sir John Doveton (176S-1847) entered the 
Madras Army as a cadet in 1782 and later rose to the rank of a lieutenant 
yin ral. He served a*, a lieutenant in tlte Second Mysore War, and was 
entrusted with the care of the sons of Tipu when they were hostages with 
the British. 

2. The 7th article of the treaty of peace (p. 325)— The 7th Article of 
the Treaty of Seringnpatam, 1792, runs as follows: “The contracting parties 
agree that zamindars and aumildars, being in balance to either party, protec- 
tion shall not he given them, and they shall be restored." — Aitchison, op. cit., 
Vol. IX, p. 237. 
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. 2. By the Tartar : (p. 277)— In this letter references to the 'dispatch sent 
by the Tartar are to Political Letter to Court , 18 May 1793.- 

3. In our last dispatches (paragraph 37) (p. 289) — The reference here 
is really to Political Letter to' Court , 18 May 1793. - 

4. Mr. De Boigne (p. 291) — Countc Benoit De Boignc (1751-1830) was a 
foreign adventurer who rose to military eminence in the service of Mahadji 
Sindia. He resigned his command in December 1795 and left India shortly 
after. 

5. The.Biiroo' Fogan (p. 291) — A Phukan was the head or superintendent 
of a khel (a division of Assamese subjects who were to perform specific 
services to the state) or mel. (royal estate). The Bar Phukan was the Ahom 
viceroy at Gauhati entrusted with the -civil and military administration of 
the area -from Kaliabar to Goalpara. 

• 6. Candahar Chokey (p.,293) — Kandahar or Assam Choky was at the 
mouth of the Manas River, opposite- Goalpara. — S. K. Bhuyan, Anglo- 
Assamese Relations, 1771-1826, p. 62. 

7. Town Major (p. >294)— Of Calcutta. 

8. Letter from the Foreign Department (p. 294 )— Foreign Letter to 

Court, 13 August 1793.. . . V ' ’ 

No. 23—28 October 1703. ' ' ’ 

• 1. By the Tartar (p. 297)— In this letter references to the dispatch by 
' the Tartar are to Political Letter to Court, 18 May 1793. 

2. Ameera, Soolua, Erwara Seemy (p. 298) — These place . names have 
been spelt variously in the MSS. The Report of the Joint Commission on 
the Province of Malabar (1792-93) : gives the names as Amra, Sowlea and 
Ersawaraseeniy. Amra and Sowlea were in the region below the hills on 
the side towards Mangalore, and Ersawaraseemy was claimed by Tipu to be 

• part of the Taluk , of Belur. — (p. 276 of the Report.) - '• 

3. Ahmady Sircar (p. 299) — Tipu called his Government Sarkar-i- 

• Khudadad,. Government given by God. It was also known as Ahmadi 
•: Sarkar and Sarkar-i-Asad lldhi.— Mohibbul Hasan Khan, History of Tipu 

Sultan, p. 332. 

No. 26 — 30 November 1793. 

. . 1.- . Instructions of Lord Cornwallis to Major Palmer (p. 308) — See 
Political Letter to Court, 3 September 1792, para. 26, and Political Letter from 
■ Court, 25 June 1793,- para. 14. 

2. By the Charlotte cutter (p. 309) — Political Letter to Court, 5 Novem- 
ber 1793. 

3. Bencoolen (p. 309) — -Benkulam or Fort Marlborough. .It was the 
Company’s principal settlement on the island of Sumatra. In 1824 it was 

’ exchanged for Malacca, a Dutch' possession; 

No.' 27 — 17 January 1794: 

1. . Coolagurry [Solagherry] (p. 310) — The suggested alternative reading 
is based on Original Political Consultation, 16 December 1793, no. 12. Sola- 
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No. 34 — 18 August 1794. 

1. The Cherocar of Shevigunga (p. 344)— The reference is to Chinna 
Murdoo Shevekar (corruptly Cherocar), the minister of the Zamindar of 
Sivaganga (Shevigunga). (Political Proceedings, 7 July 1794, nos. 1-16.) The 
Murdoo brothers were regarded as "the de facto rulers of the country, not 
only by the inhabitants but also by the British Government”.— J. H. Nelson, 
The Madura Country— A Manual (Madras, 1868), Part IV, p. 160. 

2. By the Sugarcane (p. 345) — See Political Letter to Court, 15 May 
1794, para. 10.. 

3. Cambay (p. 350) — The port of Cambay in Kathiawad commanded 
access to the northern parts of Gujarat and lay on the direct sea-route to 
Bombay and Surat. It was a great centre of commerce throughout the 
medieval period, but its importance had declined towards the close of tire 
18th century. The Company was desirous of acquiring it from its Muslim 
ruler, but political considerations stood in the way. 

4. The depredations of fakeers and sonnassies (p. 354) — Faqir (fakeer) 
is a Muslim religious mendicant, and sanyasi (sonnassy) is a Hindu religious 
mendicant. The names sanyasi and faqir were applied familiarly in Bengal 
to a body of freebooters who worked under cover of belonging to a religious 
fraternity. 

No. 35 — 28 August 1794. 

1. For His Excellency’s sanction (p. 359)— In the MS. the sentence ends 
here and paragraph 13 commences. But this appears to be a copyist’s 
mistake. 

No. 3 6—30 December 1794. 

1. Letter by the Nancy packet (p. 362) — Political letter to Court, 
18 August 1794. 

2. Bombay Presidency (p. 366) — Shore had a poor opinion of the 
Bombay Government. In his letter written in 1796 he speaks of “the accu- 
mulated filth of the Augean State of Bombay.” — Lord Teignmouth, op. cit., 
Vol. I, p. 361. 

3. Revenue for 969 (p. 367)— The reference is to the Kollam Era 
prevalent in Malabar, which commenced on 15 August 825 A.D. — T. K. Velu 
Pillai, The Travancore State Manual. Vol. H (Travancore, 1940), p. 52. 

4. Pannela (p. 371) — Panhala. It was the seat of the Kolhapur Govern- 
ment from 1705-82, when it was moved to Kolhapur. 

5. Kuleeat (p. 374)— Kulliat— political differences, general claims as 
opposed to jusvtat or financial details. The British Resident was kept to the 
last ignorant of the Kulliat or general claims based on the Treaty of Edgheer 
(1784), probably because the provisions in the treaty which were inimical to 
the interests of the Company would have exposed the anti-British activities 
of the Nizam at that time. 

6. Jow Laul (p. 379)— Raja Jhao Lai, popularly known as Lalluji, was 
the principal favourite of die Nawab Vazir Asaf-ud-daulah. His influence in 
the Court reached its peak in 1794-96. On die dismissal of the Vazir’s 
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No. 32-/5 May 1794. 

1. Between Chungama and the Policode Pass (p. 329) — Both were im- 
portant routes leading from Mysore to the Carnatic.. . 

2. Corringotte (p. 330) — Kurangod in Kottayam Taluk, Malabar. The 
region surrounding Tellicherry belonged to the Raja of Kurangod. — Report 
of a Joint Commission from Bengal and Bombay on Malabar, 1792-3, p. 75. 
Inns, op. cit., p. 58. 

3. Publish a proclamation (p. 335) — The proclamation issued to the 
chiefs and people of Assam stated that the British intervention was solely 
due to the humane object of expelling the barkandasses and restoring 
tranquillity in the country and that the object being achieved the Company’s 
troops would be withdrawn within three months. The Rajas aind Sardars 
of Assam were invited to assemble at a meeting “for the purpose of con- 
certing proper .measures for the restoration of good government, and the 
peace and tranquillity of the country”. "They are hereby assured”, the pro- 
clamation said, “that they shall be left free and unmolested to make such 
arrangements as they may think proper to adopt,- that the English Govern- 
ment will neither employ their troops in supporting Rajah ,Surgeo Deo, nor 
any other person, nor interfere in their choice of measures, or in the appoint- 
ment of officers or Ministers, for executing the duties of Government, that 
their sole wish is to see order and tranquillity established, and that this being 
done, the English troops will immediately leave Assam and return to 
Bengal.” — Political Proceedings, 19 March 1794, no. .17. 

No. 33 —31 May 1794. 

1. Colonel Floyed- (p. 338)— The representation against Col. Floyd 
related to certain alleged misconduct of his officers and men against the 
populace at Trichinopoly Fort. — Political Proceedings, 28 May 1794, no. 13. 

2. The ground of the claims (p. 340) — The famous eight demands of 
Nana Phadnis on the Nizam referred primarily to the Maratha demand for 
Chauth and Sardeshmukhi. — H. Fraser, Our Faithful Ally, the Nizam, 
Appendix J. 

3. The Guntoor Sirkar (p. 340) — The Northern Circars (the districts of 
Ganjam, Vizagapatam, Godavari, Kistna and Guntur) were conquered by 
the British in 1765, and held as a fief from the Mughal Emperor. Under a 
treaty of 1765, the Nizam, who was the overlord of the Carnatic, was paid 
nine lakhs as peslikash, and promised a subsidiary force when required. By 
a treaty of 1768 the peshkash was reduced to seven lakhs, and the subsidiary 
force limited to two battalions, the Nizam defraying their cost. Guntur was 
held as a jagir by the brother of the Nizam, and it was to revert to the 
Company after his death, which occurred in 1782 ; but it was only after long 
delay and tedious negotiations that it was handed over to the British in 
1788. 

4. Moamareeahs (p. 342) — Moamarias, a Vaishnavite sect in upper 
Assam, most of whose members were drawn from the lower Hindu castes. 
The Moamarias were subjected to severe persecution by the Ahom Kings 
and they played an important part in their overthrow. 



NOTES 


541 


Asoph-ud-DowIali , and the Nawab Mahomed Alii Khan, that they shall in 
every respect maintain peace towards the Peshwa and his allies, the Nawab 
Nizam Alii Khan and Ragojee Bhonsla Syna Saheb and the English further 
engage on their own behalf, as well as on behalf of their allies, that they will 
maintain peace also towards the Nawab Hyder Alii Khan under the condi- 
tions specified in the 9th article of this treaty.’ The main condition 
inter alia was that Haidar should return within six months of the ratifica- 
tion of die treaty all the territories he had recendy taken from the English 
and the Nawab of Arcot. — Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. VII, p. 41. 

2. Letter by the Essex (p. 409 ) — Political Letter to Court, 4 February 
1795. 

“ 3. Address of die 4th of February (p. 410) — The MS. reads “Address 
of the 31st of January”. No letter was issued to die Court of Directors from 
the Political Branch on this date. It appears that the reference is to the 
16th and subsequent paragraphs of Political Letter to Court, dated 
4 February 1795. 

4. Sicca rupees (p. 411)—' The term sicca was die designation of the 
silver currency of the Mughal Emperors. To put an end to the confusion 
and abuses prevalent in die currency system of the times, die Company 
issued in 177S a sicca rupee bearing the impress of die 19th year of the 
reigning Emperar Shah Alam, and from 1793 to 1836 it was legal tender 
in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 

No. 39—2/ March 1795 . 

1. Letter by the Rose (p. 412 ) — Political Letter to Court, 21) Iteccm- 
ber 1794. 

2. By the Pitt (v- 413 )— Political Latter to Court, 6 March 1795. 


No. 40 — 12 May 1795. 



reterrec to in 


„ . . . t zr ~ — _ as v.> tae treetv •tr.tac.uCiec: 

Faced by tne Tre£^^- : ^ - t.c v 

etv.eju tnc Nawaoc. * - 


fcetT 

op. c.% VoL X, p- C5. 


r V - < rggv z ’"l ~ -y* 

f- ^ ;?» «_*£. ' 

, , r - sra- — rr^5? sncKsr? t ' " ■ nscer azrjt* 

5. Cons:. 30= 2*£= ■«“ ^ 



540 


LETTERS TO COURT 


Ministers Hasan Raza and 'J'ikait Rai in June 1795 he became all powerful. 
He was suspected of plotting against .the English and was banished by 
Sir John Shore in 1797. — Basu, op. cit., pp. 20-22. 

7. Dnjura Nullah (p. 384)— Dojora (Dajnra) is a rivulet joining Rama- 
ganga. The Rohilla forces crossed it at Mirganj, 21 miles north-west of 
Bareilly. The Company’s forces were located on the Sankha river, also a 
tributary to Ramnganga, about 7 miles from Bareilly. The battle was fought 
at the village Bhitaura, 12 miles north-west of Bareilly, and the village was 
renamed Fatchganj to commemorate the victory. It is called Fatehganj 
West to distinguish it from Fatchganj East, which was built by Shuja-ud- 
daulah to commemorate his victory over the Rohillas in the battle of Miran- 
pur Katra in 1774. — H. R. Neville, Gazetteer of the Bareilly District 
(Allahabad, 190S), p. 235. and Gazetteer of the Rampur Stale (Allahabad, 
1911), pp. 94-5. 

8. Rehcr (p. 388)— The MSS. spell the wortl as “Rcyah”, and “Rujali". 
Political. Proceedings, 17 November 1794, no. 7, spells it “Rehcr”. Rebar is 
a small decayed town, 7 miles east from Afzalgarh in Bijnor District, United 
Provinces. — H. R. Neville, Bijnor : A Gazetteer (Allahabad, 1908), pp. 295-6. 

9. Sonaut rupees (p. 401)— The term sanwat (corruptly sonant) is derived 
from Arabic sanat or year. It was applied in Bengal to rupees in the third 
year of their currency when their value in comparison with die money of 
account or current rupee was reduced from 16 per cent to 11 per cent above 
the latter; that is, the rupee was rated in the first year of its issue at 116 
to 100 current rupees, and in the third and ever after, at 111 to 100 current 
rupees. To put a stop to the arbitrary devaluation of the coins for exchange 
purposes, the Government of Bengal in 1778 determined that all rupees coined 
in future should hear the impression of the 19th san or year of Shah Alarn 
(the Mughal Emperor then reigning) irrespective of the year of issue. In 
all later uses of the term sonaut appears to he equivalent in value to 
Farrukabadi rupee or the “Company’s rupee” introduced in 1836, containing 
about 165 grains of pure silver. 

No. 37 — 4 February 1795. 

1. Letter by the Rose (p. 402)— In this letter references to the dispatch 
by the Rose is to Political Letter to Court ; 30 December 1794. 

2. Lieutenant Mowat (p. 403)— The MS. has "Lieutenant Moirat”. The 
reading given here is based on Original Political Consultation, 16 January 
1795, no. 17. 

No. 38 — 6 March 1795. 

1. Treaty of Salbye (p. 407) — Article 10 of the Treaty of Salbai con- 
cluded, in 1782 laid down, ‘The Peshwa engages, on his own behalf as well 
as on behalf, of his allies, the Nawab Nizam Alii Khan, Ragojee Bhonsla 
Syna Saheb Soubah and the Nawab Hyder Ali Khan, that they shall, in 
every respect, maintain peace towards die English and dieir allies, die Nawab 
Asoph-ud-Dowlah Bahadur and the Nawab Mahomed Alii Khan Bahadur, 
and shall in no respect whatever give diem any disturbance. The English 
engage on their behalf, as well as on behalf of die allies, the Nawab 
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Singh, who was guihy * «W«*V* pmc'nto 

had bc J dcpof d 

was assassinated. |h h, Council having no reprcsentauvc 

S SI on the subject : the claim put 

Srth 1795, no. 17 V 10 April 1795, no. 23. S. K. Bhuyan, Angio-Arromoro 
Relations , pp. 389-91. 

19. Captain Symes (p. 426 >-Michtiel Symes (1753-1809), soldier and 
diplomat, noted for his wo missions to Burma m 1/95 and 1802-3. An 
account of his first embassy was published by him in 1800. 


No. 41 — 18 August 17 95. 

1. By the Royal Admiral (p. 428)— In this letter references to the dispatch 
sent by the Royal Admiral are to Political Letter to Court, 12 May 1/95. 

2. Treaty of Eedghir (p. 429)— The treaty was concluded on 20 June 
1784, and it was primarily an offensive and defensive alliance between the 
Nizam and the Peshwa directed against Tipu. For die text of the Treaty 
of Eedghir as well as of the treaty concluded between the Peshwa and the 
Nizam, see V. G. Dighe (Ed.), Maratha-Nizam Relations , 1792-95, Poona 
Residency Correspondence, Vol. IV, pp. 303-18. 

3. By the Treaty (p. 432)— The reference is to Article 6 of the treaty 
concluded by the Company with the Nawab of the Carnatic and die Nizam 
in 1768.— Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. IX, p. 27. 

4. The Colastry Rajah (p. 435)— The raja of Chirakkal belonged to 

the family of Kollatiri (Colastry). Family dissensions led to die dismember- 
ment of Kolattanad and the rise of a number of minor rulers. The eldest 
male member of the family was the Kollatiri. The reference here appears 
to be to the coronation of the Chirakkal Raja as the Kollatiri.— Innes, op. cit., 
p. 396. William Logan, Malabar, Vol. I, p. 476. Also, Political Proceedings, 
22 May 1795, nos. 22-8. * 


**■ Laccadive Islands (p. 435) — A group of coral atolls lying off die 

Malabar Coast belonging to the Ali Rajas of Cannanore. 

6 . The misappropriations of the Dewan (p. 436)— The Demin of 
Travancore at this tune was Kesava Pillai. As against the charges of mis- 

r f f ? rTed . t ° m dlis letter n ma ) T 1x1 notc d diat Wellesley had 
* conferred upon him the tide of Raia It 

Matos G °™ - 


7- 46th (p. 437)— The MS. has 42d, but diis is incorrect 

Hamgta , an oId Si ^ 
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The subject matter of this consultation has ho bearing either on paragraph 
4 or 5. 

6. General Maclcod (p. 418) — The reference is to a charge made by the 
Bibi of Cannanorc that certain sums of money were extorted from her bv 

<f 4 

General Maclcod at the time of the reduction of Cannanorc in 1784. — 
Political Proceedings, 17 April 1792, no. 2. 

7. Address by the Dart (p. 418) — Political Letter to Court, 21 March • 
1795. 

8. As noticed in the margin (p. 418)— No references arc given in the 
margin of die MS. 

9. With an army nearly equal (p. 418) — This is scarcely correct. 'Hie 
Maratha forces by all accounts greatly outnumbered the Nizam’s. 

10. 85,00,000 (p. 419) — The MS. has "8,50,000”. The reading given here 
is based on Political Proceedings, 8 May 1795, no. 2(a). 

11. Durbar charges (p. 420) — 'These were civil contingencies for the 
benefit of the civil officers of government who had been employed during 
the war. This was a usual item in treaties concluded at the time. Under 
the Treaty of Seringapatam Tipu had to pay thirty lakhs to the allies under 
this head. 

12. Encroachments (p. 421}— The MS. has "Encouragements”. The 
reading given here is based on Political Proceedings, 20 April 1795, no. 9. 

13. Macherry (p. 421) — Machcri is situated in Alwar, Rajputana. In 
the latter half of die 18th century Rao Pratap Singh developed it into the 
modern Ahvar State. 

14. Lacawa Dada (p. 421) — Lakshman Anant Lad, popularly known as 
Lakhwa Dada, a Maratha Brahmin who was entrusted with the administra- 
tion of Agra when Mahadji Sindia left for Poona in 1792. 

15. Emtyazy (p. 423) — Imliyazi from Arabic imtiyaz, literally, to treat 
with distinction. The reference here is to personal pensions. — Basu, op. cit., 

p. 110. 

16. 6th of March (p. 423) — The MS. reads “16 of March”. No letter 
was issued to the Court of Directors from the Political Branch on this date. 

It appears that the reference is to the 15th paragraph of die Political Letter 
to Court, dated 6 March 1795. 

17. [Paragraph] 45 (p. 424) — It will be noticed that dierc is no para- 
graph 44. The numbering of paragraphs is true to text, but it is clearly 
defective. From Political Department Letter dated 22 April 1796 receiv- 
ed from the Court of Directors it is seen that the copy despatched to the 
Court of Directors contained in all 59 paragraphs. Presumably some of die 
paragraphs of this letter tvere treated as sub-paragraphs, or they were omitted 
at the time of despatch. 

18. Sree Rajesser Singh (p. 425) — After the withdrawal of Welsh from 
Assam in 1794 certain officers and chiefs opposed to the reigning king Gauri- 
nath Singh set up a pretender whom they claimed to be the great grandson 
of Rajeswar Singh, an andent king of Assam, and in a letter dated 9 February 
1795 addressed to the Government of Bengal, announced that Gaurinath 
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No. 47 — 15 May 1794. 

1-2. “Confining” and “numbers” (p. 467)— The MS. has “confirming” 
and “members”. The readings given here are based on Secret Proceedings, 
9 May 1794, no. 12. 

3. Diminution (p. 469)— The MS. has “determination”. The reading 
given here is based on Secret Proceedings, 9 May 1794, no. 12. 

4. Himself (p. 470)— The MS. has “myself'. The reading given here 
is based on Seen.*/., Proceedings, 9 May 1794, no. 12. 

5. “Is attributed” (p. 470)— These words arc not in the MS. The 
reading given here is based on Secret Proceedings, 9 May 1794, no. 12. 

6. From (p. 471) — This word is not in the MS. The reading given here 
is based on Secret Proceedings, 9 May 1794, no. 12. 

7. Without (p. 472) — The MS. has "with”. The reading given here is 
based on Secret Proceedings, 9 May 1794, no. 12. 

5. 5,000 men (p. 472)—’ The MS. has 500 men, but it should be 5,000 
men. Sec page 466 above. 

No. 48 — 51 May 1794. 

1. The best quality (p. 475)— The MS. has "pease”. The reading given 
here is based on Secret Proceedings, 23 May 1794, no. 6. 

2. Terms (p. 475)— This word is not in the MS. The reading given here 
is based on Secret Proceedings, 19 May 1794, no. 1. 

3. Without personal communication with (p. 475) — The MS. reads 
“with personal communication as”. — The reading given here is based on 
Secret Proceedings, 19 May 1794, no. I. 

4-5. “We saw”, “and” (p. 475)—' These words arc not in the MS. Hie 
readings given here arc based on Secret Proceedings, 23 May 1794, no. 7. 

6. Letter (p. 475) — The MS. has “late”. The reading given here is based 
on Secret Proceedings, 23 May 1794, no. 7. 

7. Expedition (p. 47 6) — After this die word “which” appears in the text, 
but this seems to be a mistake. 

8. Reasons {p. 476)—' The MS. has “measures”. The reading given here 
is based on Sccrcr Proceedings , 23 May 1794, no. 7. 

No. 51 — 25 August 1794. 

1. Select Committee of Supra Cargoes at Canton (p. 48 1)— The Chinese 
merchants with whom die Company's agents transacted business were termed 
Hong merchants, expressly licensed by the Chinese Government to have 
dealings with them. The dcsignadon of the official agents of the Company 
was “Supra Cargoes”: they were . united in one commission and the four 
senior generally were termed the president and select committee.— Peter 
Auber, An Analysis of the Constitution of the East India Company, p. 149. 

No. 52 — 30 December 1794. 

1. Commodore Rainier (p. 4S5>-Peter Rainier (1741 ?-IS5S) was sent out 
to die East Indies as Commodore and Com mand er in Chief in 1794, and 
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No. 42 — 31 October 1795. 

1. Shudda Shco Reddy (p. 443)— Sadashiv Reddi. Eraser describes him 
as one of the leading zamindars in the state. — Fraser, op. cit., pp. 162-3. 

2. Siam Rauj, the Roy Royan (p. 444) — Shyam Raj, the Roy Roy an, 
was the chief treasurer of the exchequer, and at a time when the huge 
Maratha indemnity had to be paid he naturally became the most influential 
minister in Hyderabad. 

3. Ammarpoorah (p. 448)— Amarapura or "the City of the Immortals” 
on the river Irrawadi in Upper Burma was founded by King Bodawpaya in 
1783 and the capital was shifted from Ava to this place. 


SECRET LETTERS 


No. 44—27 April 1792. 

1. ‘ The Jewells that belonged to the deceased Ragoba (p. 450)— In 1775 
Raghunatha Rao, the brother of Peshwa Baji Rao II, commonly called 
Raghoba, borrowed large sums of money from the Bombay Government 
pledging certain jewels with them as security. After the end of the Maratha 
war and the death of Raghoba, Nana Phadnis offered to pay off the debt, 
which amounted to over six lakhs of rupees, and obtain the jewels for the 
Maratha State. While die negotiations for the tripartite alliance against 
Tipu were proceeding in 1789, Cornwallis recommended to the Home Govern- 
ment die remission of the debt and the return . of .the jewels as a token of 
goodwill. The recommendation was accepted, and the - jewels which had 
been, in die meanwhile, sent to England were returned to India. — G. S. 
Sardesai, (Ed.), Poona Affairs , 1786-97 , Poona Residency Correspondence, 
Vol. II, p. 13. 

2. Negotiations that had been opened by Hyat Saib with Nizam Ally 
Khan (p. 451) — Shaikh Ayaz, commonly called Hayat Saheb in most English 
accounts, had deserted Tipu in 1782 and was living under British protection. 
Objection was taken to the secret negotiations that were said to have taken 
place between him and the Nizam. General Medows was directed to put 
it diplomatically to the Nizam that he should “refrain from entering into 
any correspondence with the princes or natives of die country without having 
previously obtained die consent and. approbation of the Bombay Government 
for that purpose”. — Secret Letter to Court , 10 January 1790, paras. 7-9. 

3. And we consulted Mr. Burroughs who was present at the Board 
(p. 458) — The MS. reads “Mr. Burroughs and we consulted who was present 
at the Board”. The reading given here is based on Secret Proceedings, 15 
February 1792, no. 8. 

No. 46—3 September 1792. 

1. Letter dated 3 September 1792 (p. 464) — This letter is found among 
Political Letters to Court , but it appears to have got in there by mistake. 
From the Secret Proceedings of 7 September 1792 it is seen that die letter 
was sent from the Secret Branch to the Court. The subject matter of the 
letter also does not concern the Political Branch. - 
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remained on the East India Station till 1804. His principal duties were to 
provide for the safety of the British settlements and the security of the British 
.. trade. He assisted in the reduction of Trincomalee in August 1795, and of 
Amboyana and Banda Neira in February-March 1796.. . ; 

No. 54—27 July 1795, ' ... 

1. By the Portuguese at Goa (p. 489)—' This was in pursuance, of the 
. orders of the Court addressed to the Government of Bombay dated 24 March 
1795, copy of which was sent to Bengal. The Court instructed that attention 
should be paid to “the security of that invaluable place”. 

No. 56 — 31 October 1795. 

1. To Columbo with a view to sounding (p. 499) — The MS. reads “of 
Columbo with a view to seconding”. The reading given here is based on 
Secret Proceedings, 16 October 1795, no. 1. 

: 2. Admiral Elphinstone (p. 500) — George Keith Viscount • Keith 
Elphinstone (1746-1823). When the French invaded Holland, and the English 
were at war with the Republican Dutch, there was the danger of the British 
Colonies falling into the hands of the French. To prevent this from 
happening, Elphinstone, who had a distinguished naval career and was 
reputed for his knowledge of the East, was appointed Commander in Chief 
of the expedition and of the whole squadron in the, Indian waters in 1795. 
He captured Cape Town, and, according to plan, he was to proceed to 
Ceylon to take the Dutch settlements there. But this work had been nearly 
accomplished by the time he reached India in January 1796. He then 
returned to die Cape and finally to England in 1797. 

3. The Battalion (p. 501)— As a punishment the 15th Battalion was 
" broken with infamy and its colours burned in November 1795. — W. Seton- 
Karr, Selections from Calcutta Gazette, Vol. II, p. 170. 
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Ar.= Arabic; Ben. = Bengali ; H.= Hindi; P.= Persian; 

Skt. = Sanskrit ; Tam. = Tamil ; Tel.=Telugu; Mar. = Marathi. 


Abdul Karim Khan, commonly called 
Balu Mian, 51-2, 68, 451, 521. See also 
Janjira. 

Abdul Khaliq, son of Tipu Sultan, 4, 7, 
528. 

Abdul Qadir Khan, Maulavi (Abdul 
Kader, Abdul Kauder, Abdul Khader), 
missions to Nepal, 29-30, 269, 393-4, 404, 
425. 

Abercromby, Col. Robert (Abercrombie), 
Governor of Bombay, 27, 41, 197, 203, 

- 221-3,- 243, 253, 261, 283, 527 ; war with 

. Tipu, 1-3, -52, 59, 65, 68, 74, 185, 190-1, 
194-5, 341 ; Commander in Chief, 

India, 34, 100, 260, 329, 436, 466, 504 ; 

. Rohilla War, 21-2, 121, 380-93 passim. 

Accountant General, Bengal, 186. 

Achilles (ship), 140, 144. 

— Captain of, see Hogg, Robert. 

Achul Thoomor, 236. 

Adalat ( Adawlet , Adawlut), H. court of 
justice, 73, 204, 245. 

Admiral Barrington (ship), 371. 

Admiralty, Court of, at Fort William, see 
Supreme Court, Calcutta. 

— High Court of, in England, 37, 103, 
128. 

Adoni (Adone), in Bellary Dist., Madras, 

. Maratha-Nizam dispute in respect of, 

' 199, 429; disturbances in, 433. 

Afghanistan, see Timur Shah. 

Agnew, — i 175. 

Agnew, Maj. — , 499. 

Agra, 42, 91, 107, 291, 542. 

Agriculture, in Malabar, 40, 330, 369, 
412. 

Aguilar, Don Raphael Maria de, Spanish 

' Captain General at Manila, 172. 

Ahalya Bai Holkar (Ahlea Bhaw, Alea 
Bhye), Ruler of Indore, 10, 11, 235, 272, 
446, 53 5. 

Ahmad Ali Khan (Ahmed Ally Khan, 
Ahmud Ally Khan), grandson of 
Faizullah Khan of Rampur, 22, 388, 
390-1, 403. 

Ahmad Shah Durrani (Abdali), Ruler of 
Afghanistan (1747-73), 529. ' 

Ahmadi Sarkar ( Ahmady Sircar), Govern- 
ment of Tipu, 299, 536. 

Ahoms, .ancient rulers of Assam, -27. 

Ahsan Bakht, Mirza (Ahsun Buckt, 
Ashun Buk’t), son of Emperor Shah 
Alam, 193, 236, 529. 


Ajit Singh, Raja (Adjeet Singh, Ajeet 
Singh), depredations committed in 
Ramghar Dist., 103, 272. 

Ajmer (Ajmere), 71. 

Akbar Shah (Acbar Shah), eldest son of 
Emperor Shah Alam, 187. 

Alangad (Alungar), Raja of Travancore’s 
claim to, 5, 26-7, 330. 

Alexander (ship), 140, 144. 

— Captain of, see Thompson, J. K. 

Alexandria, in Egypt, British Consul at, 
33, 273. 

Algoa Bay, in S. Africa, 136. 

Ali Allah, Munshi (Aleeyallah, Munshy), 
377. 

Ali Bahadur (Ally Behader, Ally 
Behauder), Maratha chieftain and 
Nawab of Banda, 23, 70, 117, 339, 408, 
414, 424-5, 437-8. 

Ali Jah, Prince, eldest son of Nizam Ali 
Khan, Ruler of Hyderabad, rebellion of, 
17-8, 431-3, 443-4, 449; death of, 449. 

Ali Rajas, of Cannanore, in Malabar, 522, 
543. 

Ali Raza (Ally Ruzza), see Muhammad 
Raza. 

Alif Khan, son of Ranmust Khan, Nawab 
of Karnul, 286. 

Allahabad (Illahabad), 186, 380, 424; 
Coy.'s desire to get possession of, 447. 

Almas Ali Khan (Almass Ally Cawn), an 
Aumil of Oudh, 414. 

Almora (Ulmorah), Raja of, dispute with 
Nepal, 63, 319. 

— Mountains, 382. 

Altamglia ( Vltumgah ), H. grant in per- 
petuity, 54, 210. 

Amar Khan, officer of Ghulam Muham- 
mad of Rampur, 389. 

Amar Singh, Raja of Tanjore (1787-98), 
25-6, 85, 95, 98, 104-5, 200, 219-20, 242, 
251, 282, 329, 451, 534. 

Amarapura (Ammarapoorah), in Burma, 
448, 544. 

Amarpore, near Rehr, in Bijnore Dist., 
U.P., 22, 389. 

Amboina (Amboyna), island in Moluccas, 
Indonesia, 499, 546. 

Ambur (Amboor), in N. Arcot Dist., 
Madras, 2, 329. 

America (ship), 395-7, 405. 

—Captain of, see Hubbard, Henry. 
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Bahadur Shah, repent anti uncle of Raja 
of Nepal. 267-0. 

Unirni'oor, see nanapur. 

Raii Rno (Bajec Hotv), son of Rnghttnnth 
Kao, 544 ; reconciliation with Peshwa, 
US. .339 : succeeds as Peshwa, 11, 507. 

Dakar Saheb, son of Rndr-uz-Zamnn, 2. 

Hakcr. James, escape from Tipu’s prison, 
250. 

Rataji Pandit (Ralajcc Pundit), see Nana 
Phndnis. 

Hnlaji Ham (Rnllnjec Ham), Agent of Haja 
of Kolhapur. 406. 

llalaram Mnrtah, 25S. 

Halasorc (Rnllamre), town and dist. in 
Orissa. 10?. ;05. 272. 

Baldwin. — , British Consul in Egypt, 15S, 
162. 275-4. 278-9. 2S4, 294. 364.' 

Ballc. Capt. — . Aide-de-camp to Cotntc 
de Meumn, 502. 

Baltt Mian {Baloo Mcah, Balloo Mcah, 
Ballou Mcah), see Alxlttl Karim Khan. 

Bannpur (Burajroor. Bairaptir), Banpur in 
Puri Dist., Orissa (r), Zamindar of, 77. 

205. 258. 

Banda Ncirn. 546. 

Bangalore, town anti dist. in Mvsore. 
2. IS2. 219. 521. 526. 

Ranksa! (Ranksaul, RankshaU). from Skt. 
bonik, a trader, and shala, a hall, a 
warehouse or the office of a harbour 
master or other port authority, £6, 222. 

Tint Phukan (Ihiion Fogan), officer of 
Ahom Cost, in Assam, 291, 536. 

Baramahal (Baramaul), old name of N. E. 
comer of Salem Dist., Madras, 2. 98, 
253. 526. 532. 535. 

Rarbarua (Hurra Burnt), officer of Ahom 
Govt, in Assam, 270, 535. 

Barclay. Capt. — , of the Princess Frederica, 
453.' 

Bareilly, town and dist. in U.P., 357, 
3SI-3, 3S3, 540. 

Rargohain, officer of Ahom Govt, in 
Assam, 537. 

Baring, Sir Francis, Member of Court of 
Directors, 50, 64, 66, 70, 123-4. 

Rnrkanrla: ( Berkundass , Rurkondoss, Bur- 
kundoss), H. armed retainer ; armed 
policeman or other armed unmounted 
employee of a civil department. 28, 193, 

206, 271, 293, 439, 490, 530, 538. 

Barker, Capt. — , of the Pursuit, 140, 144. 

Baroda, 10. 

Barpatragohain, officer of Ahom Govt, in 
Assam, 537. 

Barrackporc, in Twenty-Four Parganas 
Dist., Bengal, 158, 294. 

Barratt, — , escape from Tipu’s prison, 184. 

Harrington, (ship), 309-10. 

Barrow, Capt. — , of the Britannia, 400. 

Baruva (Barava), port in Ganjam Dist., 
Orissa, 272. 

Basra (Bussora, Bussorah), in Iraq, E. I. 
Coy.’s factory at, 100, 105, 108, 261, 
283-4, 297, 427, 464. 


Batavia, now called Djakarta, Indonesia, 
47, 59, 113, 135, 152, 157, 165, 171, 173, 
179, 309, 320, 364, 396, 426, 489, 494, 
500-1. 


Balia, H. extra pay or allowance to pub- 
lic servants or soldiers, 4, 65, 208, 247, 
401. 

Batticaloa (Batticalo), seaport on the cast 
coast of Ceylon, 35, 497. 

Razor, H. fee. market, 281-2, 297. 

Bebb, John, Member of Fort William 
Council, 478. 

Re gam (Begum), H. &c. queen, lady 
of high rank, 95. 

Rehro Pant (Bchro Pandit, Bchroo Punt), 
Peshwa’s Agent with E. I. Coy.’s Resi- 
dent at Poona, 76, 199-200, 287. 

Bellary (Balkarce, Belhari, Bulharree), 
town and dist. in Madras, 6, 74, 90, 195, 
228. 

Bellasis, J. H.. European adventurer, 23, 
408-9, 424-5, 437-8. 

Rellona (ship), 508. 

Belmont (ship), 255. 

lleliir (Bcloor). in Mysore, 299. 

Benares (Bannres). 22, 55, 63, 106, 117, 
211, 221, 229, 236, 314, 333, 424, 446, 
528; administration of, 78, 115, 326, 
401 ; representations from Maratha 
States re.. 13, 68, 71-3, 77, 93, 107, 186, 
192, 200, 205, 236, 287, 291, 400; settle- 
ment of boundary with Oudh, 97, 246 ; 
pilgrimage to 6S, 74, 205 ; Pandits of, 
26, 104-5, 282. 

— Resident at. negotiations to develop 
trade with Nepal, 83, 393, 425, See also 
Duncan, Jonathan. 

Bengal, claim on resources of Bengal in 
war with Tipu, 62 ; embargo on export 
of grain, 32 ; European settlement in the 
mofussil, 40, 370 ; Mughal Emperor’s 
claim to tribute from Bengal, 201. 

— Nawab of, 117, 337. 

— Pandits of, 104-5. 

Bengal Journal, edited by Duane, William, 
521. 

Bcnkulcn (Bcncoolcn), in Sumatra, Indo- 
nesia, 113, 143, 275, 306, 309, 319-20, 
327, 336, 338, 439, 485, 488, 490, 494-5, 
536. 

BensJey, W„ Member of Court of Direc- 
tors, 66, 79. 

Bentley, J., 455. 

Bernr, "Raja of, sec Raghuji Bhosle. 

Bcrhamporc, in Musliidabad Dist., Bengal, 
342. 

Bemado, Mansel, Danish Resident at Cali- 
cut, 369. 

Bcvporc (Beypoor), near Calicut in Mala- 
bar, Raja of, 403. 

Beypore River, 526. 

Bhagvantrao Gopal (Bhagwunt Row 
Gopaul), confidential servant of Raja of 
Nagpur, 272. 

Bharntpur, in Rajasthan, Raja of, 421. 

Bhau Bakshy (Rhow Bucksey), see Sada- 
shiv Malhar Bavle. 

Bhavani, town and taluk in Coimbatore 
Dist., Madras, 523. : ■ 
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Atnil, Amildar (Annul, Aumildar). II. 
collector of revenue with chief autho- 
rity in a district, 13, 79, 88, 20-}, 224, 
241, 375, 401, 414, 424, 533, 537. 

Amin (Aumeen), If, cnnlidcnti.il agent, 
revenue or judicinl officer appointed to 
take charge of an estate or for pur- 
poses of local investigation, 289, 312. 

Amir-ul-Unwrn (Atnccr-ui-Omrnh), see 
Muhammad Ali Khan, Wnlajah, Nawnb 
of Arcot. 

Amra (Amara, Amecra), 5, 298-9, 536. 

Anandapura (Anund|iorc), see Atlanta- 
pura. 

Anandi Bal (Aunundcc llyc), mother of 
Pcsliwn Baji Uao, 339. 

Anantapura, formerly known as Anattdn- 
pura, in Shimoga Dist., Mysore, 189, 
528. 

Andamans, in Bay of Bengal, 49, 223-4, 

■ 275, 294, 306. 337, 439, 490. 

Anderson, Lieut. James, Resident with 
Sindia, 80. 

Andrews, — , Coy.’s agent in negotiations 
with King of Candia, 498-9, 506, 

Attcgttndi (Annagoondy), historic town in 
Hyderabad, 287. 

Angclbcck, Van, Dutch Governor of 
Ceylon, 493. 

Anglo-French War, see French. 

Angria, 469. 

Anjengo, in Malabar Dist., Madras, 186. 

Anker, Maj. Gen. P., Danish Governor of 
Tranquebar, 157, 222. 

Anna (ship), 364. 

Anupshnhr (Anoopsliccr, Anoopshicr), in 
Bulandshahr Dist., U.P., 54, 61, 63, 93, 
211, 237. 

Appa Klinndc Rao (Appa Kttndoo Row), 
193. 

Apslcy, Capt. — , Aide-de-camp to Corn- 
waltis, 295. 

Arakalgud (Arkulgour), Hasan Dist., 
Mysore, 242. 

Arakan, in Burma, 30, 323, 326, 335-6, 
355, 404, 409, 426, 438. 

Arcot, Nawab of, see Muhammad AH 
Khan, Walajah. 

— rupee, sec Rupee, Arcot. 

Ami (Amec), N. Arcot Dist., Madras, 241. 

Arnott, T. M., European adventurer in 
Oudh, 23, 408-9, 414, 424-5, 437-8. 

Arzdasht ( Arsdashl ), H. a written petition 
or memorial, 241. 

Asad Ali Khan (Assud Ally Khan), 
Nizam’s officer in charge of Gurram- 
konda, 2-3, 185. 

Asaf-ud-daulah, Nawab Vazir of Oudh 
(1775-98), 531, 539. 

Administrative reform, 18-20, 96, 102, 
109, 117, 120, 122, 245, 300, 333-4, 
353, 408, 413-4, 423, 437. 447. 

Domestic affairs, complaints to E. I. 
Coy. from subjects of, 20, 237 ; 
Rohilla rebellion, 21-2, 121-2, 

353-60, 378-93, 408, 423-4 ; disagree- 
ment with Faizullah Khan, 53-4, 
58, 210 ; ill-treatment of Haidar 
Beg Khan’s family, 96, 245. 


K. I. Coy.V relations with, 54. 93, 96, 
190, 210-1, 420, 540-1 : loan to 
Coy. during war with Tipu, 55. 58, 

60, 211, 244 ; C«y.’« troops In Oudh, 

61, 213, 237, 531 ; Coy,'* policy re: 
defence of Oudh, 71, 213, 439, 447 ; 
payment of L-iti At. to Coy.. 77-8, 
•0/, 110, 193, 308; Court of Direc- 
tors’ enquiry re: Oudh corrcspon- 
denrr. 78, III, 309; Oudh Minis- 
tors’ visit to Calcutta, 162, 107. 206, 
267, 291, 333: Vazir** correspon- 
dence with Crown and Court of 
Directors, 114, 322. 

Shah Alam, 422 ; payment of hheuyih 
money to, 74, 18/ ; restoration of 
authority of. 22. 120. 333, 354 : al- 
lowance to Mir/a I In*!, grandson 
of. 236. 

Other references: Sikh incursions into 
Oudh, 23. 54. 58, 60. 211-2, 437: 
dealings with Nepal, 63. 214 ; with 
Timur Shah, 64, 214. 522 : European 
adventurers, 23, 408-9, 414. 424-5, 
437. 

Assam, disturbance* in, and Capt. Webb’s 
expedition to, 27-9, 81-2, 97. 102-3, 107, 
113. 117. 1 19, 121. 193. 206-8, 269-71. 
292-3, 318-9. 334-5, 342. 351-5. 394, 425-6, 
538. 542-3 : trade, 29. 103. 270, 394, 529. 

Asttifmiran Kaicherry, Central Military 
Dept, of Tipu Sultan’s Govt.. 242. 533. 

Aunaictoz, Cornelius Van Citters, Dutch 
Director at Chin*ura, 152. 

Aurang (Aiming). II, place where any 
article is manufactured and collected 
for wholesale disposal or export, 464. 

Aurangabad, town and dist. in Hyderabad, 
413, 449. 

Avn. old capital of Burma, 355. 394-5, 544. 

— King of, see Rodnwpaya. 

Azim Khan, son of Nawab of KnmuT, 
184. 

Azim-ul-Umnra, chief minister of Nizam 
Ali Khan, Ruler of Hyderabad, 3, 13, 
15-6, 89. 105, MS. 189-90, 227-8, 258-60, 
284-6, 312, 321, 332. 338-40, 349-50. 
374-8, 402, 412. 419, 430, 523, 527-S; re- 
flections on the policy of, 116, 258-9, 
349-50, 378 ; and passim. See also 
Nizam Ali Khan, Nawab, Ruler of 
Hyderabad. 

Azores Islands, in North Atlantic Ocean, 
129. 


Baiicock, Adam, of the Enterprise(i), 
395-8, 405, 410, 427, 452. 

Bndagarn (Baragara), seaport 30 miles 
north of Calicut in Malabar, 38, 434. 

Badr-uz-Zaman Khan (Btiddcr ul Zeeman 
Khan), officer in Tipu’s service, 76, 199, 
530. 

Tiadshah (Dacha, Dashatv), see Padshah. 

Baghdad (Bagdad, Bagdat), Padshah of, 
see Turkey, Sultan of. 

Bahadur Bandar (Bchaudur Bunder), fort 
near Koppal in Raichur Dist., Hydera- 
bad, surrender of, 62, 522. 
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Burma, 27, 117, 119, 121, ■ 341; incursion 
of Burmese troops to recover fugitives, 
30-1, 114-5, 323-4, 326, 335, 355, 394-5, 

,.404, 409, 426, 438 ; Capt. Symes’s mission 
to Burma, 31, 395, 426, 438-9, 448, 543. 
See also Amarapura ; Bodawpaya ; Pegu. 

Burrington, Col. — , 385. 

Burroughs, — , Company’s Standing Coun- 
sel at Calcutta, 396, 455-6, 458, 460-1. 

Bush bridge (ship), 130, .133. 

But, a monetary unit, being sub-division 
of cowrie, 525. 

Byron (Biron), Capt.—, of the Phoenix, 
68, 186, 308. 

Cabral, Don Francisco Da Nigon, Viceroy 
of Goa, 178. 

Cairo, 278. 

Calastry (Colastry), in the Carnatic, see 
Kalahasti, N. Arcot Dist., Madras. 

Calastry Rajah, of Malabar, see Kolattiri 
Raja. 

Calcutta, 19, 30-1, 46, 50, 63, 107, 151, 
245, 267, 269, 291, 333, 355, 370, 424-5, 
437, 459, 478 ; Pandits of, 26 ; com- 
plaints against pirates by merchants of, 
86, 336 ; American Consul at, 1 73 ; corps 
of native militia for, 439, 490. 

Calicoote, sec Kallikota. 

Calicut, in Malabar Dist., Madras, 75, 95, 
186, 243, 441, 526, 532 ; value of fanains 

• at, 368, 412, 416 ; E. I. Coy.’s Residency 
at, 1 19, 345 ; Danish claims at, 32, 86, 
157, .174-5, 222. 369, 418. 

Cambay, in Bombay, E.I. Coy.’s proposal 
to purchase, 41, 348, 350-2, 372-3, 539 ; 

. Maratha designs on, 120, 348. 

— Gulf of, piracy in, 113, 318, 372. Sec 
also “Coolies”. 

Camilla (ship), 140, 144. 

— Captain, of, see Service, Robert. 

Campbell, Capt. — , of the 11 Gentile, 460-1. 

Campbell, Col. — , 502-3. 

Campbell, Sir Archibald, Governor of 
Madras (1786-9), 25-7, 32, 220. 

Campbell, Fred, Member of Board of Con- 
trol in England, 124. 

Canada (ship), 52. 

.Canaplc, M. de, Commandant for Affairs 
of French Nation in Bengal, 45-6 ; com- 
plaint against Duane, 32, 48-9, 521 ; 
death, 50, 524. 

Candahar Chokey, see Kandahar Choky. 

Candi, Candia, King of, see Ceylon, King 
of. 

Candy, Mar. &c. khandi, measure of 
. weight used in S. India, 475. 

Cannanore, in Malabar Dist., Madras, 3, 

. 116; 317, 330, 502, 522, 528, 543; trade 
with Laccadive Islands, 40, 435 ; cap- 
ture of, 52, 210, 542. 

— Bibi of, 68, 417 ; complaint against Gen. 

. Macleod, 418, 436, 441, 542 ; proposed 
marriage of Tipu's ■ son with , grand- 
• daughter of, 370 ; agreement with E. I. 
Coy., 435. 

Canneegherry, near Koppal in Rnichur 

. .Dist.; Hyderabad, 188. 


Canning, Capt.—, of the Nonsuch, 306, 
398-400. 

Canone, siege of, 193. 

Canton, in China, 1 13, 123, 152, 48T; re- 
ception, to Lord Macartney, 319. 

Canungo (Canongo), see Qanungo. 

Cape of Good Hope, 127, 129, 453, 485, 
506-7; capture of Dutch possessions. at, 
499-500, 509. 

Cardamom (Cardumum), cultivation in 
Malabar of, 40, 369. 

Carlisle, Capt. — ■, 279. 

Carminia, Capt. F. A., 507. 

Carnatic, 32, 183, 188, 288, 473-4, 538; 
defences of 115, 277, 295, 329, 484. 

— Nawab of, see Muhammad Ali Walajah, 
Nawab of Arcot. 

— Palegars of, see Palegars, Carnatic. 

Carolina rice, 139. 

Caroor (Carore), see Karur. 

Carrack (Canrack), island in Persian Gulf, 
283, 297. 

Cartinaad, see Kadattanad. 

Casawarrec, near Karur in Coimbatore 
Dist., Madras, 311. 

Cash (Kasu), a monetary unit, 532. 

Cashmcery Mull, Benares banker, 63. 

Cassia, cultivation in Malabar, 40, 369. 

Cauveripur (Cauviripour), see Kaveri- 
puram. 

Cauvery (Cauvery, Caveri, Cavery), river 
in S. India, see Kaveri. 

Cawnpore, in U.P., 78, 357-9, 381-2, 391, 
414, 438. 

Centurion (ship), 134, 484, 486-7. 

Ceres (English ship of war), 158, 178. 

Ceylon, Dutch in, 34, 172, 319, 364, 439, 
480, 490, 493-5, 500, 504, 524; French 
privateers at, 30, 110, 136. 

— King of, E. I. Coy.’s treaty with, 35-6, 
493-4, 497-9, 506. . 

Chait Singh (Cheit Singh), 121, 356. 

Chalani, H. current rupee, 525, 

Chalmers, Lieut. J., Commandant of 
Coimbatore during war with Tipu, 2, 
183, 189. 

Chamarlakota, see Samalkot. 

Chambal (Chumbul), river in C. India, 
235, 422. 

Chamier, — , Chief of Vizagapatam, 362. 

Chandernagore, French possession in 
Bengal, 154, 156, 165, 275; disturbances 
in, 32, 45, 152, 524, 526; captured by 
E. I. Coy., 33, 158-9, 274, 294, 529; 
Birch’s administration of, 36, 159-62, 
168-70, 181, 495. 

Chandragiri (Chundergberry), in N. Arcot 
Dist., Madras, Jagir of, 248, 534. 

Changama (Chunguma), 329, 538. 

Chank (Chunk), H. Sankh, conch shell 
used- as ornament or horn to blow at 
temples. Chank fisheries of Tuticorin, 
32,85, 220. 

Channapatna. (Chinapatam), in Bangalore 
Dist., Mysore, 182. 

Chaorbaugh, near^'bul in Afghanistan, 
193, 529. . - /' 
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Bhavani Das'Chaudhury (Bhovanny Doss 
Chowdry), Faujdar of Balasorc, 238. 

Bhavani Da 5 Sah (Bhowanny Doss Sah), 
House of, 229. 

Bhcely Miser, 236. 

Bhitaura, also known as Fatchganj West, 
12 miles N.W. of Bareilly, U.P., 540. 

Bhut Bhavani Shankar (Bhuth Bhowanny 
Sunker), banker, 228. 

Bhutan (Bootan, Boutan), 28, 63, 214, 268, 
271. 

Bidar (Bidder, Bider), town and dist. in 
Hyderabad, 14, 105, 109, 111, 258-60, 
265, 284-5, 300, 313, 443. 

Bidnur (Bednore), see Nagar. 

Bie, Col. — , Danish Chief of Seramporc 
(Fredcricksnagar) Factory, 180. 

Bigha, H. & Mar. a measure of land vary- 
ing in extent in different parts of India, 
370, 400. 

Bihar (Bahar), historic name of one of 
the four sub-provinces which made up 
the old province of Bengal, 186, 294, 541. 

Binney, — , European Secretary to Muham- 
mad Ali, Nawab of Arcot, 250. 

Birch, Richard, E. I. Coy.’s Superintendent 
and Magistrate of Chandernagorc, 36, 
159-62, 168-70, 294, 495 ; Commissioner 
for Chinsura, 495, 504. 

Bishnu Narayan : (Bisnarain), a nobleman 
of Darrang, Assam, 28, 292. 

Bishop, Capt. — , of the Henrietta, 459. 

Blackburn, Lieut. — , 95, 243. 

Blair, Capt. — ,' of Bombay Marine, ap- 
pointed to command La Bien Aimee, 
158, 372. 

Blair, Capt. Archibald, Commander of the 
Union, 177.. 

Blunt, Ensign — , of Corps of Engineers, 
42, 401. 

Board of Assumed Revenue, 203. 

Board of Commissioners, 487; 

Board of Trade, 163-5, 464, 477, 490-1, 
507. / 

Bodawpaya (1782-1819), Burmese King, 
30, 544.. See also Burma. 

Boddam,'. Charles, Member of Malabar 
Commission, 26, 85, 221, 330 ; appoint- 
ed to negotiate with Raja of- Travan- 
core, 26, 95, 98, 243, 253. 

Boddington (ship), 174-6, 337, 342-3, 474, 
476, 479, 484:. 

Boigne, Comte Benoit de, French adven- 
turer with Sindia, 291, 420-1, 469, 522, 

. 536. . 

Bolton, Maj. — , 385. 

Bombay, 521.; defences and security of, 
59, 213, 466-8, 490, 495, 502-3 ; dispute 
regarding spiritual jurisdiction over 
Roman . Catholics at, 33, 153 ; trade at 
the port of, 263-5. 

— Battalion, in Third Mysore War, see 
Little, Maj. — . 

— Government of, 10, 261, 364; agreement 
with Raja of Travancorc, 298 } agree- 
ment with Raja of Kolhapur,; 41, 96, 
406 ; dispute with .Fort William -Coun- 


- cil re: the case of Dada Noushcrwanji, 
101, 262-3, 345; re: supply of grain 
to Maratha country duty-free, 12, 101, 
264-5 ; re: French cartel ship the 

. Minerva, 365-6. See also Abercromby, 
Col. Robert ; Duncan, Jonathan ; Mala- 
bar; Piracy. 

— Commissioners, see Malabar, Joint Com- 
mission on. 

— Marine,. 485. 

— Mayor's Court of, 275. See also Dada 
Noushcrwanji. 

Bomrauzc, Raja of, 248, 534. 

Borgs, Angelo, of the 11 Neluno, 454. 

Bosanquet, Jacob,' Member of Court of 
Directors,* 79. 

Boston, in U.S.A., 452. 

Bourbon or Reunion, island in Indian 
Ocean, 33, 125, 127, 130-4, 141-3, 466, 
471-3. See also Mauritius. 

Brathwaite, Col. J., Commander in Chief 
of Madras Army (1792-6), 108, 253, 
276-80, 296, 467, 484, 494, 535. 

Brelez, Mons. .De, Deputy to Birch, 
E.' I. Coy.’s Superintendent of Chandcr- 
nagore, 169-70. 

Brewell, Dring & Co., auctioneers, in Cal- 
cutta, 460. 

Bridge Water (ship), 450. 

Bristow, John, Member of Fort William 
Council, 478. 

Britannia (ship), 140, 144, 306, 395, 400. 

— Captain of, see Barrow, — ; Cheap, — ; 
Detton, Thos. ; Nixon, — . 

Broach, town and dist. in Bombay, dispute 
between E. I. Coy.’s Resident and Sinaia’s 
officers, 13, 53, 77, 88, 96, 203-4, 210, 
224-5, 244, 531-2 ; George Perrot’s claims 
over inhabitants of, 13, 78, 111, 309; 
proposal to acquire, 79-80, 373. 

Brohier, Capt. — , a Dutch officer, 364. 

Broken Island, in Burma, 355. 

Brooke, — , Governor of St. Helena, 134. 

Brougham, Lieut. — » 404, 409-10. . 

Brown, Maj. Archibald, expedition against 
Malacca, 35, 500-1. 

Brown, Capt. Robert, of the Sally, 140, 
144. 

Brown, William, Danish Agent at Calicut 
in Malabar, 174-5. 

Bruce, — , Commissioner of Cooch Behar, 
293.' ' ' 

Bruce, ,C. K„ 455-8. 

Bruix, — , French Resident at Surat, 163. 

Brunswick (ship), 140, 144. 

— Captain of, see Ryland, Charles. 

Buchajee Pant, Nana Pbadnis’s Agent, 

200 . 

Budlapore, Talukdar of, 401. 

Bundelkhand (Bundulcund), tract in U.P.. 

1 17, 333. ' 

Bunder, part of Tipu’s country, 299. 

Bundi (Bhoondy, Boondee), in Rajputana, 
42, 91, 291. 

Buragohain, officer of Ahoni - Govt, in 
Assstn 537. * 1 

Burgess, J. Smith, Member of Court of 
Directors, 50, 64, 66, 79, 123:4. 
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Cossimcoltn, see Knsimkotn. 

Cote (Cootc), on the Jtttnnn river near 
Patna, 414. 

Cottiotc, Raja of, see Kottaynm. 

Cotton, Joseph, Member of Court of Direc- 
tors, 10,?, 121. 

Coupcrtis, — , Dutch Governor of Malacca, 
500-1. 

Conner, newspaper of Madras, 453. 

Courson, Mons. — , 485. 

Court of Directors, letter to Vazir of 
Oudh, 122; resolution re: illicit trade, 
40; pence and security to be basis of 
Coy.’s policy, 91 ; and passim. 

Covet te (courier), 501. 

Cowlpnrah Nair, 368. 

Cowjscr, William, Member of Fort William 
Council, 208, 307, 486, 488, 491. 

Coterie, (Caterer), //. kauri, shells used as 
money in Africa and S. Asia, 525. 

Cox, Capt. — mission to liurma, 31. 

Cox, I.icut. — , rciwrt re. defences of Fort 
Marlbro’, 143, 488. 

Cranl, monetary unit, being sub-division 
of Coterie, 525. 

Crowe, — , Resident at Broach, 225. 

Crown, reprieve of death sentence on a 
Brahmin, 13. 

Croten Princess Maria, 453, 461. 

— Cnpt. of, see Christmas. J. 

Cttddalorc, in S. Ascot Dist., Madras, 279. 

Cuddapah (Kurpnh), town and dist. in 
Madras, 17, 299-300. 430-3, 444. 

Cummer-ud-din, see Qamar-ud-din. 

Cundapur (Candaporc), sec Ktindapur. 

Cuppage, Maj.— , 2. 182-4, 18S-9. 

Curcgoodv, see Kangundi. 

Cushing. Capt. Isacs, of the Orion, 140. 

Cushoons, probably derived from Turkish 
Koshun, used in military organisation 
tinder Tipu Sultan implying a brigade 
or a regiment in the larger continental 
sense of the term, 183. 

Cut cherry, see Kachahri. 

Cuttack, town and dist. in Orissa, 205, 
237-8, 272, 401, 525. 

D un Nousherwanji (Dady Nassenvanjee), 
of Bombay, 101, 262-3. 

Dak (Datrk), H. &c. post or conveyance 
of post, 272. 

Dal (Doll), H. pulse, 475. 

Dallas Capt. — , 90, 229. 

Dalrymplc, Maj. — , 218, 241. 

Danayakana Kotai (Damien Cottah, Demi- 
cotah), in Coimbatore Dist* Madras, 
183-4, 18S, 526. 

Danes, 47-8, 50, 135, 153, ISO; claims at 
Calicut, 32, 86, 157, 174-5, 222, 369, 
418; saltpetre and opium transactions, 
48, 151, 167, 180, 4 84. 

Dangaria, officer of Ahom Govt, in Assam, 

Dar, monetary unit, bring sub-division of 
coterie, 525. 

Dara Jah (Dorah Jab). 116, JSe, 


Darbnr (Durbar), H. Ac. royal court, govt, 
of an Indian State, 16, 204, 217, 233, 
258-9, 265, 268-9, 288, 302, 407, 420, 
542. 

Darcli, Lionel, Member of Conn of Direc- 
tors, 50, 64, 103, 121. 

Darrang, in Assam, Raja of, see Krishna- 
raynn, Raja of Darrang. 

Dari (packet), 41 1, 414-5, 418. 

Danlat Rao Sindia (1794-1827), 23, 376, 
420-2, 440, 470 ; succession, II, 114, 116, 
325, 332, 347 ; return from Poona, 107, 
437, 446 ; continuance or K, I. Coy.’a 
Resident with, 117, 120, 333, 352 ; condi- 
tion of dominions of, 420-2. 

Daiitatabad, in Aurangabad Dist., Hydera- 
bad, 16. 

Davinnd, — , French prisoner of war, 526. 

Dc Propaganda, a missionary society, 153. 

Dc Souza, Portuguese Governor of Mozam- 
bique, 171. 

Deccan, 529. 

Delhi (Dillcy), 42, 333, 422, 440, 448. 

Denmark, see Danes. 

Denton, Capt. Thomas, of the llritannia 
and the Earl Spencer, 140, 144. 

Deptford (ship), 322, 324. 

Dcvanahalli, in Bangalore Dist., Mysore, 
331. 

Devavnes, William, Member of Court of 
Directors, 50, 64, 79, 121, 125-8, 130-1, 
133-4, 136-7, 140-1, 144-5. 

Deverinne & Co, 164-5. 

Dharapuram (Daraporam), in Coimbalorc 
Dist., Madras, 85, 218. 

Dharmanat Appadiah (Durmanaut Appa- 
dia), Raja of Nepal's Vakil at Calcutta, 
425. 

Dharwar (Darwnr), town and dist. in 
Bombay, 106, 288; siege and capture of, 
57, 59, 76, 1 99, 213, 530. 

Diamond Harbour, near Calcutta, 151. 

Dil Dilcr Khan, Nawnb Dilcr Jang, 
brother of Nawab of Farrukbabad, 424, 

Dinajpur (Dinagepur), town and dist. in 
Bengal, 478. 

Dindigul, in Madura Diet., Madras, 183, 
218, 241, 523, 527. 

Diomede (ship), 126, 134, 465, 484, 486-7. 

Ditcan (Devon), H. See. minister, chief 
officer of state, head of revenue and 
finance departments., 9, 252, 266, 298, 
534, 543. 

Divani Adalat (Devanny Adavlut), II. 
civil court of justice, 47. 

Doab fDoaab), tract between rivers 
Ganges and Jumna, 54, 291, 41 4, , 

Dojora Nullah (Dajurah Nullah), near 
Kampur in U.P* 384-5, 540. 

Dominicus, George, 132. 

Doni (Doney), "Tam. Ac. coasting vessel, 
364. 

Douglas, Capt. — , 95, 243. 

Doveron, Capt, J* 5, 7, 109, 116, 119, 322, 
325, 331, 339, 346- 37 6, 537, 

Dorr, Maj. — > \\ . ' r Malabar Com- 
mission, 39, ' ■ "* appointed 
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Chapra (Chuprah), in Saran Dist., Bihar, 
SO. 

Chargal (Charcul), in N. Arcot Dist., 
.Madras, Palcgar of, 218, 532. 

Charles II, King of Great Britain, 92, 234, 
533. 

Charlotte (cutter), 167-8, 309. 

Chauth . ( Chout , Choute), H., ■ Mar. &c., 
from Skt. chalurtlia, fourth, fourth part 
of land revenue exacted by Marathas 
in subject territories, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 
88, 227, 232, 332, 373, 4 19, 429, 538. 
Chautia ( Chouteea ), of Surat, 302-4 ; of 
Cambay, 373. 

Cheap, Capt. — , ex-commander of the 
Bnttania, death of, 400. 

Cheap, Thomas, Member of Court of 
Directors, 66, 79, 125-8, 130-1, 133. 
Chcduha (Chcdubah), island off Arakan 
Coast, Burma, Raja of, 438. 

Cheduba Choky (Chcdoobar Chokcy), 355. 
Chcnu, Mons. — , French prisoner of war, 
170, 526. 

Chcrmont, Col. — , Commandant of Pondi- 
cherry, 278, 296. 

Clierocar, sec Sevakar. 

Cherry, George, F., Persian Translator, 
254-5, 295 ; Resident at Lucknow, 20, 
1 1 7, 237, 333, 357, 360, 408. 

Chhatrapati, Head of Maratha State, 9. 
Chimnaji Appa (Chinnajcc Appa), brother 
of Pcshwa Bajirao II, 11, 507. 

China, 28, 157, 295, 481, 531, 537; 

Macartney’s mission, 319; trade with, 
399 ; war whh Nepal, 29-30, 82, 93, 
207, 237, 268, 293. See also Canton. 
Chinglcput, town and dist. in Madras, 279. 
Chinna Murdoo Shcvckar, 539. 

Chinsura, town in Hooglily Dist., Bengal, 
old Dutch settlement, 46, 152, 157, 171, 
179, 483; during war with France, 34, 
165, 275, 426; capture and administra- 
tion by E. I. Coy., 35. 494-5, 503-4. 
Chirakkal (Chcrical), in Malabar Dist., 
Madras, Raja of, 38, 368, 416-7, 435, 441, 
See also Kolattiri Raja. 

Chitakul, sec Sadasivgarh. 

Chitaldroog (Chitteldroog), town and dist. 

in Mysore, 3, 67, 184, 230, 527. 
Chittagong, town and dist. in Bengal, 404 ; 
incursion of Burmese troops, 30, 114-5, 
323-4, 326, 335, 355, 394, 409-10. 
Chittoor, town in N. Arcot Dist., Madras, 
248, 534. 

Ciiittu Bapu (Chitto Bapoo), Agent of 
Dnulat Rao Sindia, 421. 

Chola, Assamese. Royal cloak, 535. 
Choladhara Phukan ( Cholladerah Fogari), 
officer of Ahom Govt, in Assam, 270, 
535. 

Chota Nagpur (Chutah Nagpoorc), 205. 
Christmas, Capt. J., of the Crown Princess 
Maria, 453, 461. 

Chunnrgarh (Chunnr Ghur), historic fort 
in Mirzapur Dist., U.P., 42, 401. 
Citters, Van — , 504. 

CJeghom, — , 499, 502, 504-5. 

Clo«c, Sir Barry, Dy. Adjt.-Gcn„ 182. 


Coast, often with reference to Madras or 
Coromandel Coast, 522. 

Cochin, 255; Dutch at, 32, 34, 112, 165-6, 
177, 275, 317, 534 ; capture by E.I. 
Coy., 489, 492, 495, 497, 502-5. 

— Raja of, 5, 75, 85, 221 ; treaty with E.I. 
Coy., 53, 210, 522. 

— Residency at, proposal to place under 
Bombay, 95, 243. 

Cochin Road, 177. 

Cockerell, Col. J„ expedition against Raja 
of Vizianagram, 94, 239. 

Cockrain, Resident at Broach, 79. 

Coimbatore (Coimbatoor), town and dist. in 
Madras, 1-2, 183, 189, 526. 

Coinage and currency, of Masulipatam, 
229; of Malabar, 370, 416; rccoinagc 
of Mysore coins, 98. See also Rupees. 

CoJcbrookc, Lieut. — > Assistant to Surve- 
yor General, 42, 99, 255. 

Colombo, Dutch Govt, at, 109, 301, 309; 
expedition against, 35, 489, 493, 499, 
505-6, 509. 

Commercial Department, 490, 496. 

Commissary General, 253, 282. 

Commissioners for Affairs of India, 133. 

Commodore, of H.M.’s Navy, 86, 222-4, 
244, 273-4, 506. See also Cornwallis, 
Commodore William ; Rainier, Commo- 
dore P. 

Comptroller of Salt, 50. 

Conway, Capt. — , 485. 

Conway, Comte De, French Commandant 
General, 46. 

Cooch Bchar (Coocli Baliar), Commis- 
sioner of, 82, 271, 293, 354, 394. 

Coolagurry, see. Sulagiri. 

"Coolies”, pirates in Gulf of Cambay, 41, 
113, 318, 351, 372-3. 

Coomscc, see Kumsi. 

Coorg, 2, 255. 

— Raja of, boundary dispute with Tipu, 
5, 108-9, 298-9. 

Coorgal, see Kurgal. 

Copenhagen, in Denmark, 167, 453, 484. 

Coppi, Francisco, of L'Etrusco, 4S9, 

Coringa, in Godavari Dist., Madras, 281, 
456. 

Cornwallis, Commodore William, 95, 113- 
4, 192, 280, 297, 309, 318, 322, 401, 529. 

Cornwallis, Earl, Governor General and 
Commander in Chief of Bengal (1786- 
93), special powers conferred by Parlia- 
ment on, 52, 210; takes field against 
Tipu in person, 52, 209 ; intention to 
stay in India till conclusion of war with 
Tipu, 51-2; Court's appreciation of 
victory over Tipu, 4, 65, 67, 247 ; and 
passim. 

Coromandel Coast, E. Coast of Madras, 
1-3, 126, 183, 273-4, 279-80, 288, 295, 
365, 479-80, 484, 487, 501, 522, 532. 

Corringottcc, see Kurangod, 

Cossigny, Mons. dc, French Commandant 
General, 46, 154, 156. 

Cossigny, De Charpcnticr, Governor Gene- 
ral of Mauritius and Bourbon, 524. _ 

Cossimbazar (Cossimbuzar), in Murshida- 
bad Dist., Bengal, French factory at, 48. 
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Fatchgarh (Fattyghur, Futtighur), town 
and dist. in U.P., 54, 78, 211, 357-8, 

3SI-2, 414. 

Fatwa (Ftitwa), village 7 miles cast of 
Patna, Dutch factory at, 50. 

Faujdar (Fonzedar, Fhousdar, Ptiozdar) 
H. See. properly military governor ot 
a dist., hut commonly used for officer 
invested with charge of police and juris- 
diction in criminal matters, 217, 237, 
241. 

Faujdari (Fouzdarry), H. &c. office and 
jurisdiction of 'faujdar, criminal as 
opposed to civil justice, 159. 

Favourite (ship), 179. 

Fenwick, Cutbert, 40, 353-62. 

Fernando dc Noronha (Fernando 
Loronha), in Brazil, 129. 

Firokli (Firokia), near Calicut in Malabar 
Dist., Madras, 175, 526. 

Fitzhtigh. Thomas, Member of Court of 
Directors, 64, 79, 103. 

Floyd, Col. John, war with Tipu, 3, 190 ; 
Nawab of Arcot's complaint against, 
118, 338, 538; reduction of Pondichcrrv, 
273-4, 278-9, 296. 

Fombcllc, J., Suit-Secretary to Fort Wil- 
liam Council, 234. 

Forbes, Col. — , Commanding Officer at 
Cnwnporc, 438. 

Forster, George, Resident at Nagpur, 57, 
239. 

Fort Marlbro', sec Bcnkulcn. 

Fort Osnaliurgh, in Ceylon, 35, 497. 

Fort_ St. George, Government of, action 
against Raja of Tanjorc, 26, 39, 95, 
219-20, 242 ; measures taken against 
Raja of Vizianagnram, 248, 343, 361 ; 
instructed not to interfere in internal 
alTairs of Ramnad, 98, 363 ; despatch of 
an expedition to Malacca 499-501 ; dis- 
pute with Fort William Council re: 
treaty with King of Ceylon, 35-6, 493-4, 
497-9, 506 ; re: help to be sent 
to Nizam at the time of Prince Ali 
Jah’s rebellion and Cuddapah disturb- 
ances, 17-8, 431-3, 444. See also Hobart, 
Lord ; Mtdiammad Ali, Walajah ; Pale- 
gars, Carnatic ; Tanjorc, Raja of ; 
Vizianagram, Zamindar of. 

Fort William (ship), 121, 328, 336, 480, 
482. 

Fourg, Capt. Dc, 364. 

Francis, \V„ 460. 

Fraser, Simon, Member of Court of Direc- 
tors, 79, 121. 

Frazer, Maj. — , 497. 

Frcdcricksnagar, see Scramporc. 

Freer, Asst. Surgeon accompanying Kirk- 
patrick’s mission to Nepal, 208. 

French — 

Anglo-French war, 33-7, 41, 86, 103-5, 
107-8, 110, 113-4, 119, 123, 137, 
143, 158, 165-6, 186, 192, 273-5, 278- 
82, 284, 294-8, 319-20, 322, 327, 356, 
401, 439, 486-8, 496, 502, .507, 523, 
529, 546 ; E. I. Coy.’s proposed ex- 
edition against Mauritius and Bour- 
on, 33-4, 123, 125, 127, 130-6, 141-3, 
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426, 465-77, 479-82, 484-8, 524 ; ex- 
change of war prisoners, 37, 181, 
363-6; convoys, signals, and- mea- 
sures for protection of trade, 36, 103, 
110-1, 113, 115, 117, 124, 127-30; 134- 
5, 144, 304-7, 309, 318, 327, 336-7, 
399, 488; war time restrictions on 
supply of saltpetre, 35, 41-2, 123-4, 
130, 142, 167, 179-80, 482-4; help by 
Indian princes to E. I. Coy., 105, 
281-2, 287, 481 ; capture and con- 
demnation of prizes, 36-7, 103, 176- 
7, 179, 275, 294-5, 395-8, 410-1, 427, 
436, 502, 507 ; administration of 
captured territories, 35-6, 159-62, 
168-70, 179, 181, 344, 495, 503-4, 526. 

E. I. Coy., 31-2, 46, 163; supply of 
salt and saltpetre, 45-6, 50, 151-2, 
154-5, 163-5 ; French request for 
export of grain to Mauritius and 
Pondicherry, 31, 149-51 ; remission 
of export duties in Bengal on French 
goods, 47-8 ; Frenchmen and 
British courts, 32, 47, 156 ; French 
claim to a dist. near Mahe, 86, 95, 
222, 242 ; claim to Nayarship of 
Kurangod, 330 ; deportation of 
Duane on complaint by M. Canaplc, 
32, 48-9, 486, 521. 

Other references: administrative 

matters relating to French colonies, 
48, 149, 152, 154-6, 168-70, 179; 
disorder in French settlements, 17, 
32, 45, 152, 156, 45 1, 524, 526 ; Tipu 
Sultan and the French, 95, 166, 222, 
446 ; King of Burma and the 
French, 323, 448. 

Sec also Boigne, De; Raymond. 

French Islands, see Mauritius and 
Bourbon. 

French Revolution, influence of, 17, 32, 
169, 526. 

Fresne, M. Dc, French Governor at Pondi- 
cherry, 149-50, 155, 524. 

Frushar’d, Merchant, 485. 

Fumcron, M. — , French Agent at Chan- 
dernagore, 149-52, 153-6, 524. 

Fuscamp, M. De., Chief of French factory 
at Cossimbazar, 48. 


Gaikwao (Guickwar, Guikwar, Guykwar), 
dispute regarding succession to regency, 
9-11, 102, 105, 109, 112, 265-6, 283, 
300-4, 309, 314-5, 535 ; intrigues against 
Nawab of Cambay, 351-2. See also 
Fateh Singh Gaikwad, Govind Rao 
Gaikwad, Manaji Row Gaikwad and 
Sayaji Rao Gaikwad. 

Galway, port in Ireland, 130. 

Gandikota (Gunjycottah), in Cuddapah 
Dist., Madras, 62, 185. 

Ganges (ship), 85, 124, 206, 217-8, 221-2, 
224-5, 228, 235, 237-8. 

Ganges River, 408, 422. 

Ganjam, town and dist. in Orissa, 238, 
431, 456, 538; abolition of Residency 
at, 363. 
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- to negotiate with Raja of Travancorc, 

, 26, 298. 

Drake (cruizcr), 158, 273, 278. 

Drake, William, prisoner of Tipu, 67, 72, 
184. . 

Dring, see Brcwcll, Dring & Co, 

Duane, William, Editor of The Bengal 
Journal, 32, 48-9, 486, 521. 

Dubash, H., Tam. &c. literally a man 
of two languages, do bhashi, hence an 
interpreter, in Madras a commercial 
agent or broker corresponding to banian 
in Bengal, 53, 216. 

Duchcrrycotta, Talukdar of, 85, 218. 

Duncan, Maj. — , 158, 294. 

Duncan, Jonathan, Resident at Benares, 
29, 72, 112, 186, 192, 207, 211, 316, 401, 

- 424, 528 ; Member of Malabar Commis- 
sion, 39, 85, 221-2, 330, 368, 442-3; 
Governor of. Bombay' (1795-1811), 441, 
443, 490. 

Dundas, Rt. Hon. Henry, Secretary of 
State, 34, 92, 124-5, 132, 139, 144-5, 158, 
273, 278, 504. 

Dundi Khan (Doondy Khan), of Rampur, 
383, 387. 

Dunl, monetary .unit, being sub-division 
of coterie, 525. 

Dutch, 46, 152, 171, 523-4, 534 ; commercial 
transactions with E. I. Coy., 32, 35, 47, 

. 50, 152, 154, 157, 166, 172-3, 179, 483; 
treaty with Nawab of Arcot re: Tuti- 
corin pearl and chank fisheries, 32, 85, 
220 ;.E. I. Coy.’s proposal to purchase 
Cochin from, 32, 112, 317; war 

. .with France, 34, 109, 135, 165-6, 172, 
27 3, .275, 301, 364, 395, 405, '410, 426-7, 
480 ; E. I. Coy.’s war with Republican 
Dutch, 35-7, 489-90, 492-506, . 508-9 ; 
slave traffic, 317. See also Batavia. 

Dutton (ship), 153-4, 187, 193-4, 200, 204, 
206, 462-3. 

Dwarakdas (Duarkadoss), Benares .banker, 
63. 


Earl Cornwallis (ship), 322. 

Earl of Oxford (ship), 448. 

Earl Spencer (ship), 140, 144. 

— Captain of, see Denton, Thos. 

East Indies, 86, 134, 276. 

Eastern Straits (Eastern Streights), 307. 
Edghccr, Treaty of (1784), 15, 429, 539, 
543. 

Egypt, Beys of, commercial treaty with, 
364-5. 

Eliot, Ed. J., Member of Board of Control 
• in England, 144. 

Elizabeth (ship), 164. 

Ellorc, in Kistna 'Dist., Madras, 76, 184. 
Elphinstonc, Admiral George Keith (1746* 
. 1823), 500, 506-7, 509, 546. 

Elphinstonc, W., Member of Court of 
Directors, 64. 

Ely Rupees, see Rupees, Ely. 

Emmitt, Lieut. — , 42, 92, 233. 

Enterprise (ship), 395-7, 405, 427, ‘452. 
— Captain of, see Babcock, Adam. 


Enwara Seerny, Ersuwara Sccmy, 5, 298-9, 

. 536. . ■. 

Ercoor, see Irukur. 

Emad (Ernar), in Malabar Dist., Madras, 
403. 

Erode (Errodc), in Coimbatore Dist., 
Madras, 183, 188, 526. 

Erskine, Col — , 30, 326, 335-6, 341, 355, 
395, 404, 409, 426, 438. 

Essex (ship), 402, 405, 409, 488. • 

Europa (ship), 208-9, 237, 269, 488, 494. 

Europe, 1 29-30, 288 ; scarcity of grain in, 
42, 137, 507 ; apprehension of hostilities 
in, 137. 

European adventurers, 25. See also Amott, 
T. M. ; Bcllasis, J. H. ; Boigne, De; 
Mcssclburgh ; Raymond, Francois de. 

Europeans, subjection to country courts, 
345, 370 ; settlement in the mofussil, 
39-40, 370. 

Ewer, W., Member of Court of Directors, 
50, 64, 66, 79. 

Exploration, by Cant. John Hayes, in New 
Guinea, 485-6; uy Maj. Macdonald, of 
Red Sea region, 94. 

Eyre, James, Lord Commissioner, 530. 

Eyres, Col. — , 61. 

Faiiuje, Reid & Co., 458, 475. 

Faiziillah Khan, Nawab (Fyzoolla Khan), 
Ruler of Rampur, 20, 22, 53, 58, 120-1, 
210, 237, 353-4, 356-9, 378-92, 424. 

Faizullah Khan, Qazi (Fyze UHa Khan), 
Minister of Timur Shah, King of 
Afghanistan, 193. 

Fakir ( Fakeer ), H. &c. Muhammadan 
religious mendicant, 354, 517, 539. 

Fakr-ud-din, Muhammad' (Fackcr-ud- 
deen, Mahomed), an Amil of Mysore, 
241. 

Family Compact, between France and 
Spain, 33. 

Fanani, H. &c. denomination of a small 
silver or gold coin long in use in S. 
India, 368, 412, 532. 

Farid-ud-din, Hafiz (Ferid-ud-deen, Hafez), 
Nizam's officer, 3, 184. 

Farman ■ ( Pharmaun , Phirmaun), ' H. ' &c. 
royal grant or charter, 9, 201, 235. 

Farmer, Gamal, Member of Malabar Com- 
mission and Supervisor of Malabar, 39. 
75, 85, 174-5, 197, 222, 272, 298, 346, 
433. 

Farrukhabad (Fcruckabad), town and 

•' dist. in U.P., 388, 424. 

Fasli (Fussily), H. name of an era, 186, 
203 250-1 527. 

Fateh AH Khan (Futteh Ally Khan), see 
■Tipu Sultan'. " 

Fateh Haidar, Tipu’s . eldest son, 3/ 

Fateh Muhammad (Futteh Mohummud), 
brother of Ghulam Muhammad - of 
Rampur; 382. 

Fatcli Singh Gaikwad (Futteh Sing, Futty 
Sing), 9-10, 300-2, 535. 

Fatchganj West, see Bhitaura. - 
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Haidar Reg Khan (Hvder Reg Kh.mn), 
irnnhirr ol A»-sf-tid'«laul.ih, *4, Ijo, 
l*n. 2JI, .vw. 42t. 551: drath of. 1'), 
77. ?(V* : ilt-ttraimriit of family of. 20. 

102. 2*s, .v.r 

Haidar Kahrh (Holer SMitM. Ttpu's ion, 
1*5. 

Haidsir.agar, srr Nagar. 

H»ll. Opt. , «>f the 7 lure liitrM, 140, 
!-*<. 

I Inti. John. Ifi4. 

Ux’-'f ik-s'c (ship), •tfH . 

■ ••Captain «•!. ur KHd, • •. 

Hattj;»aharav.nn (llunlimarainh Chief of 
llarrang. 

Harguitr, • •> Mrmlvt «-f Dutch C-otmcil 
ai i;;. 

H-trsnif'.tf (tlxljil, 22 . tS4, 

Ilannrn.ar.ia tVustt. (H.in.xmantnh ( j>t- 
t.ihk ;<j. 

list* D;t:t {Jlirsrr Dhtml. ? own:', 228. 

Hari}ia".t l*bs*Hr (Hattv Punt Ttirkia. 
ffttMrrrjtn Punditl, Maratha General, 
t'/j ;<>>, 5 •-» ; *n»ira Mvmw 

War, y\ r.:. Ti. i,»t <, jr*wi 4 pn, 

I'j'jxvrit tix Sinilia, o'*, 

{//«»«', ?*»it U\. H. messenger, smiti- 

J f It jtatVahaRi’ * (Vlst t* mhrlh >, irt Relkarv 

Dist, Mvfiai. :«(. 

Hs.'t-t; t .h(;0, |J|. 

Hattley, (VI.—, rt jtensrs of Hartley’* 
trgimrnt ha:;!-,! t<, Tt ax suture, 20 , Jj, 
Jn-, 2'-? - <a|>:n;c n( Malic during 
r»mtS» war, '■<, 299. 

Hatsn Kara Khan (llo-sein Krra (lawrtf. 
minister of Oudh. P>. IT. |0T. ||0, 

TM. :'■>!. W. 551. 540. 

Hastu.it Jang (Hu-hmut Jutigl, in NiMtiA 
srtvssc. D«\ 

Hatting*. Wan to, Governor General of 
Rrng.il, 5 t . 

H»v, I., Secretary m (Tent, a: Tori 
\Villism. 144, 4IJ. 

Hayat Sahel*, tee SltaiJ. Avar. 

Haves, Cant. John, of Koinhay Marine, 
wivagr «ij ilirrovrrv to Next Cornea, 485. 

Her.riellt} (ship), 45^-V. 

—Captain of, j re llitltnp, 

Hrtnttte (ship), 154. 47r>, 497, SOI, 

Itijt.i (Hrjrirr), Muhammadan era torn- 
mencing fr<’m 16 Jnlv 622 A.D.. 513. 
527. 

Hillstmwugh ('hip), I O'), 501. 

Hindu lax*, regarding adoption, 25. 104-5. 

Hindt)«tan (Hindo'tnn, !ndo*tan), 15, 21, 
352: tsolitic.il situation in, 112, 266, 
290- i, 316, 325. 331. 420-2, 437, 446. 

Mohan, I»rd, Goxcrnor of Madras (1794- 
8), 24, 181, 364. 429, 487. 494-5, 501, 
504 ; agreement with Naxvah of Carnatic 
re: Hatnnad, 412; dispute with Fort 
William Council rc: treaty with King 
of Ceylon, 35-6, 493-4, 497-9, 506 ; re: 
help to be tent to Nizam at the time 
or Prince AH Jah's reliellion and 
Ciiddnpali disturbances, 17-8, 431-3, .444. 

Vol. XVII— 36 


Hogan, Mirliacl. of the 11 Netuno. 4S4, 
456. 

Hogtr, Capt. Kol>crt, of the Achilles, 140, 
144. 

Hnlfnni, — , Resident at Cambay, 351-2. 

Holknr, 9, 339. See Ahalva Dai Holknr, 
Tuktsji Ran Hnlkar. 

Holland, see Dutch. 

Holland. John, peculations of. 53, 56. 

Hnnavar (Onorr), in N. Kanara Dist., 
Unmhav, proposal to rstablWi E. I. 
Cnv.’s factory at. 41, 85. 222-3, 416-7, 
532. 

Hooghly Riser, 521. 

Hosttr (Ot*oor), in Salem Dist., Madras, 
219. 

Houghton (ship), 110, 306, 395, 398. 

Ilftw.il. Capt.—, 48S. 

Huhbatd. Capt. Hcnrv, of the America 
(r). 595-S, 405. 

Huihon, Capt. — , 39S-400. 

Hun II {nor:), gold coin current in S. India, 
worth 3 to 5 R«, 368, 412, 532. 

Hunter, — . Surgeon to Resident with 
Sindia, «tincvs hv, 42, 107, 291, 440, 
445. 

Hunter, John, Memlier of Court of Direc- 
tor-., 66, 153-7. 

Husain Aii Khan (Hoscin Ally Khan), a 
Rob ilia nolifrman. 388, 

Husain All Khan (Hoscin Ally Khan), of 
Ma-ulipatam, 297. 

Hutchinson, — . 29.4, 

Huttidurga (Otterydroog). in Ttimkur 
Din.. Mysore. 3, 183. 

Hulet lluv ('hip). 164. 

Hyderabad, 15-4, 90. 195, 229-30, 431, 433, 
443 , 501, 528. 531. 

— 1’„ j. Coy.** Resident at, see Kcnnaxvav, 
Sir John; Kirkpatrick. Cant. William. 

— Nizam of, see Nizam AH Knan, Nawab. 

Ili (Ertl), H. Ac. a festival among 
5fuhammadans. IS7. 

Ikkcri, village in Shimoga Dist., Mysore, 
Rajas of, 528. 

II Cenlile (ship), 458, 460-1. 

—Captain of, see Campbell, — . 

II Neiurm (ship), 454-8. 

litahahad, see Allahabad. 

Imtiazi (Emtyazy), 423, 542. 

Indi.amcn, ships engaged in trade with 
India, HO, 305, 307, 449, 482, 508. 

Indighcrry, 431. 

Indigo, cultivation of, in Malabar, 40, 369. 

Indore (Indour), State in C. India, 290. 

Inglis, Hugh, Memlier of Court of Direc- 
tors, 66, 121. 

Injarnm (Ingcram), in Godavari Dist., 
Madras, E. I. Cow’s Resident at, 162, 
280, 456. ’ 

Investment, see Trade. 

Iris (ship), 140, 144. 

— Captain of, sec Salisbury, John. 

Iriikur (Ercoor), in Malabar Dist., Madras, 
317, 528. v3 T 

Invin, James, Member of C "a- vDircc- 
t \ 121. . 

^ i •'* 
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Garcc, Tel. garisa, cubic measure used in 
S. India varying much in volume, 475. 

Gardiner, Admiral — , 475. 

Gauhati (Goliatty), former capital of 
Assam, 28, 42, 394, 425, 536. , 

Gaurinath Singh, King of Assam (1780- 
95), 28-9, 542-3. See also Assam. 

Gautier, — , , appointed temporary Com- 
mandant at Chandcrnagorc, 156, 524. 

Gaya (Ghya, Gyali), . town and dist. in 
Bihar, pilgrimages to and remission of 
duties levied at, 103, 186-7, 205, 272. 

Gazznlhatti Pass, 1, 526. 

General Goddard (ship), 157, 215. 

George II, King of Great Britain (1727-60), 
charter granted by, 176. 

Ghats (Gauts, Ghauts), Eastern, mountain 
range along cast coast of S. India, 1, 42, 
183-4, 188, 218, 255, 331. 

— Western, mountain range along west 
coast of S. India, 16, 418-9. 

Ghausgarh (Ghosc Ghur), Maratha Atnil 
of, 193. 

Ghee, H. boiled or clarified butter, 475. 

Ghcria (Gcriah), sec Vijayadurg. 

Ghiretti (Garetty, Ghyretty), in Hooghly 
Dist., Bengal, 169.- 

Ghulam Ali Khan (Golaum Ally Khan), 
Tipu’s Vakil at Madras, 241. 

Ghufam Mohi-ud-din (Golam Mahi-ud- 
deen), Talukdar of Duchcrrycottah, 218. 

Ghulam Muhammad Khan (Ghoolam 
Moliummud, Golaum Mohomed Khan), 
younger son of Faizullah Khan, Roliilla 
Chief, rebellion of, 21-2, 121-2, 356-60, 
378-93 ; request for enhanced pension, 
424. 

Ghulam Saiyid Khan, Azim-ul-Umara, 
chief minister of. Nizam Ali Khan, 
Ruler of Hyderabad, sec Azim-ul-Umara. 

Gillct, G., 455. 

Gingcrah, see Jangira. 

Goa, Portuguese settlement on west coast 
of India, 242, 244, 371, 546: Anglo- 
French war and protection of, 489, 496, 
502, 507 ; spiritual jurisdiction of Arch- 
bishop of, 33, 153 ; appointment of 
Viceroy, 178. 

Goalpara (Gualparah), town and dist. in 
Assam, 193, 208, 271, .293, 529, 536. 

Goconda Jee Sindia (Gocond Jee Sindia), 
187. 

Goddard, Gen — , treaty with Fateh Singh 
Gaikwad (1782), 10, 283. 

Gohain (Gossein), officer of Ahom Govt, 
in Assam, 318, 537. 

Golah (Gold), H. storehouse for grain or 
salt, 163, 165. 

Gooroo, .see Gujrajc Misscr. 

Gooty (Goote), in Anantpur Dist., Madras, 
90, 196, 230, 256, 445. 

Gopal Rao (Gopaul Row, Gopul Bhow), 
Mahadji Sindia’s General, 193, 235. 

Gopal Rao Malhar (Gopal Row Malhar), 
80. 

Govardhanji Sindia (Goarda Jee Sindia), 
74. 


Governor General in Council, power to 
grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, 
294. 

Govind Naik (Govind Naig), 272. 

Govind Rao Gaikwad (Govind Row Guick- 
war, Govindrao Guikwar, Govin Row 
Guykwar), 10, 102, 265-6, 283, 300, 
302-4, 309, 315. 

Govind Rao Kishen (Gobind Rao Kishen), 
Peshwa’s Vakil at Nizam’s Court, 184-5, 
412. 

Gowndec Roy, 236. , 

Grand, Vandcr, 489. 

Grain, sec Koweit. 

Grand Prd, Mons. De, French officer sent 
to assist in expedition against Mauritius, 
34, 133, 485, 487-8. 

Grant, Charles, Member of Court of Direc- 
tors, 103, 121, 526. 

Grant, Capt. Ludowick, 494, 501. 

Great Britain, fear of war with Spain, 60, 
213 ; scarcity of grain in, 137-40, 507-8. 

■ See also French and Dutch. 

Greenway, Capt. — , of the Minerva, 453. 

Grefficr, French officer. Registrar, Recor- 
der, 159-60, 170. 

Grenville, Lord — » Secretary of State, 
451. 

Griffiths, — , Chief at Surat, 224. 

Grud goods, in Anglo-Indian terminology, 
bulky goods, 491. 

Guarantee, Treaty of, see Treaty of 
Guarantee. 

Gujarat (Guzarat, Guzerat, Guzzerat), 
in Western India, dispute re: Gaik- 
wad succession, 102, 109,. 265, 300, 

302-3. 

Gujars (Goojirs), a predatory tribe in 
N.W. India, 388. 

Gujrajc Misscr (Gudrage Misscr, Gujryc 
Missrc), assists in negotiations with 
Nepal, 30, 83, 267, 425, 523, 535. 

Gulbarga (Gulbcrga), town and dist. in 
Hyderabad, 259. 

Guntur (Guntoor,- Guntorc), town 'and 
dist. in Madras, disturbances in, 104, 
276, 535 ; surrendered to the English 
■432; peshkash in respect- of, .340, 538. 
See also Northern Circars. 

Gurramkonda (Gurram Condali, Gurrum 
Coondah), fort in Cuddapah Dist., 
Madras, 2-3, 72, 109, 184-5, 300, 527. . 

Gurramundclla, 236. 

Gwalior (Gualior), capital and State in 
Central India, 42, 29 f, 528. 

Habidullah, Naib Stibah of Multan, 
522. 

Hafiz Rahmat Khan (Hafez Rahmat 

- Khan, Remaut Khan, Rohmut Khan), 
a Rohilla chief, relations with Vizir of 
Oudh, 20, 93, 237, 382-3, 387. 

Haidar Ali (Hyefer Ally), Ruler of Mysore, 
435, 528 ; relations with Karnul, 4, 196, 

■ 256-7 ; grant of commercial privileges 
to E. I. Coy., 41, 222-3, 532 ; Treat}' of 
Salbai (1782), 232, 540-1. 
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Kcnnaway, Sir John, Resident at Hydera- 
bad (1 788-94), 3, 62, 67, 72, 74, 76, 88, 
99-100, 111, 116, 184-5, 191-2, 198-9, 
225-31, 255, 257-60, 265, 284, 286, 299, 
312, 314, 340, 515, 527, 531 ; apprecia- 
tion or work of, 56, 211, 214; proposed 
history of Nizam bv, 57, 212; resigna- 
tion of. J09, 304. 

Kcnnaway, R„ Member of Board of Trade, 
Calcutta, 478. 

Kent (ship), 182, 187, 192, 307, 322, 529. 

Kent, Capt. — , Commander of the 

Elizabeth, 164-5. 

Kesava I’illai, Divan of Tmvancorc, 543. 

Khair, in Berar, 449. 

Khalisa ( Klialsa ), H. &c. lands held imme- 
diately under government, 24, 416. 

Khanta (Kurdlnh), in Alunadnagar Dist., 
Bomlwy, battle of, 11-3, 16-S, 23, 419, 
444, 528. 

Khaussah, Khausset, money paid to Shah 
Alam, 74, 187. 

Khel, 536. 

Kliilat ( Khelaut ), H. dress of honour pre- 
sented by a superior on ceremonial 
occasions," 9, 20 1. 

Khurram Rnkht, see Mtiazzam Shah. 

Khwajn Zadak, see Jalal-ud-din Muham- 
mad. 

Kilakarai, in Ramnad Dist., Madras, 
Dutdi factory at, 35, 502. 

Killadar ( Kelladar ), H. &c. Governor or 
Commandant of a fort, 195, 230, 289. 

Kindcrslcy, — , Nawab of Arcot’s charges 
against. 25, 97, 249. 

King George (ship), 50, 64, 206, 209. 

Kirkpatrick, Capt. William, Resident at 
Hyderabad, 109. 304, 325, 347, 407 ; 
mission to Nepal. 30, 82-3, 93, 97, 102, 
208. 237, 246, 267-9, 319, 393, 531. 

Ktst, H. &c. instalment or amount paid as 
an instalment, portion of annual assess- 
ment to l>c paid at specific periods 
during a vear, 78, 1 93. 228-9, 231, 239, 
241, 254-5," 282. 288, 290, 299, 321-2, 341, 
363, 402. 

Kistbandi ( Kistbundy ), H. &C. fixed perio- 
dical payments of revenue, records show- 
ing deta'ils of the same, 254. 

Kistna River, 276, 527. 

Kolattanad, in Malabar, 543. 

Kolattiri Raja, of Malabar, 522, 543. See 
also Chirakkai, Raja of. 

Kolhapur (Colapur), in Bombay, 539 ; E. I. 
Coy. allowed to establish factory at, 
41. 


—Raja of. 41, 86, 96, 100, l OS. 223-4, 244, 
298, 371-2, 406, 436, 45J, 469, 532. 

Kollam Era, of Malabar, 539. 

Koomet Navr, see Kunnatnad. 

Kooncy Punt, Peshwa's Agent, 188. 

Kootoiir, (Kittur?), taluk in Tipu’s coun- 
try, 242. 

Koppal (Kopul), in Raich ur Dist, Hydera- 
bad, 62, 188, 522. 

Kos (Com), H. &c. measure of distance, 
usually from one to two miles, 413. 

Kotah, town and state in Rajputana, 91, 
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Kottayam (Cotiotc, Cottiotc), in Malabar 
Dist, Madras, Raja of, 38, 368, 441. 
Koweit or Grain, in Persian Gulf, Resident 
at, 365, 427. 

Krishnagar (Kishenagur), in Nadfii- Dist, 
Bengal, 159. 

Krishnagiri (Kistnagherry), in Baramahal, 
_ 2, 107, 182, 197, 218, 254, 290. 
Krishnanarayan (Kessnarain, Kistna Nara- 
yan), Raja of Darrang, Assam, 28, 
81-2, 193, 206, 270-1, 292-3, 318, 529. 
Kulliat (Kullccat), 374-5, 539. 

KuIIock Sultaun, Begum, wife of Prince 
Jnhnndar Shah, eldest son of Emperor 
Shah Alam, 72. 

Kumsi (Coomscc), in Shimoga Dist, 
Mysore, 189, 528. 

Kundapur (Candaporc, Candiporc), vill- 
age in S. Kanara Dist,' Madras, E. I. 
Coy.’s banksal at, 86, 222. 

Kundnee, 232. 

Kunnatnad, in Cochin, 5, 26-7, 330. 
Ktimngod (Corringottcc), in Malabar Dist, 
Madras, 33 0, 538. 

Ktirgal (Coorgal), 299. 

Kutpnh, see Cuddapah. 

Kurumbranad (Koorminaad), in Malabar 
Dist, Madras, Raja of, 403, 416. 

Kultar, H. Kolar, Kuttara, a special kind 
of dagger, 347. 

Kyd, Map— , 99, 255, 294. 

La Bien Aimee (ship), 158, 163, 177, 179. 
La Bien Faisanl (snow), 158, 177, 179. 

I-a Boilicu, French prisoner, 1 81. 

La Cy belle (ship), 135, 398-9, 487. 

La Fayette (ship), 135. 

La Liberie (ship), 135. ' 

La Modest e (ship), 1 35. 

La Prudcnle (frigate), 135, 487, 398 : 9,‘50l. 
La Resolne (ship), 135, 399. 

La Villa Bourdeaux (ship), 1 35. 

I.a era dive Islands, in Bay of Bengal, 40, 
52, 210, 435, 542. 

V Actif (ship), 176. 

Lakhcri, battle of (1793), II. 

Lakshman Anant Lad, commonly known 
as Lakhwa Dada, agent of Daulat Rao 
Sindia, 421, 542. 

Lakshmi Singh, Ruler of Assam (1769-80), 
27. 

Lallu Bhai (Lalabve, Lallo Bhave), 
Sindia’s Amil at "" Broach, 13, 203-4, 
224-5, 531. 

Lama, Grand Lama of Tibet, 293, 531. 

U Atnphein (ship), 453. . 

L’aprimandaye, merchant of Calcutta, 485. 
Lascar, P. lashkar, Indian sailor, but 
especially applied to tent pitchers and 
inferior "artillerymen, 27, 495, 503, 505. 
Lascelles (ship), 134, 415, 428. 

L’ Aitrorc (ship), 453. 

Le Bretagne (ship), 47. 

Lr Brutes (ship), 176. 

Le Cerf (ship), 135. 

Le Chandemagore (schooner), 158, 177, 
179. 

Le Du Quatrouin (ship), 135. 
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Isa Mian .(Mulick Essau, Eessa ' Mulick; 
Esah Mean}, Nizam’s officer, 90, 105, 
.230,-285. . 

Isle of France, see Mauritius and Bourbon. 
Ismail Beg Khan, • Mirza (Ismael Beg), 
Mughal Commander, 67. 

Ives, Edward Otto, E. .1. Coy.’s Resident in 
Oudh, 78, 117, 206, 211, 237, 245, 333, 
531. 


Jaanapatta, 533. ' 

jaffna (Jaffanapatam), in Ceylon, 35, 364, 
497. 

J a gir {Jageer, Jagheer, Jaghier, Jaghire), 
H. &c. hereditary assignment of • land 
or of its rent as annuity, '4, 9, 20-2, 68, 
83, 237, 266, 353, 356, 379-80, .386-7, 
403, 416, 443, 535, 538. 

Jagirdar (Jagheerdar , Jaghirdar), holder of 
a jagir, 196, 378, 390, 392, 403. 
Jahandar. 'Shah, Prince, eldest ■ son of 
Emperor Shah Alam, 237, 523, 533. 
Jaidad (Jaidaad), H. territory assigned for 
support and payment of troops,- 291. 
Jaipur (Jeyporc), Raja of, 421-2. : 

Jaitpur. Kulpahar (Jeotpur' Culphar), his- 
toric town in Hamirpur Dist., U.P., 
- Raja of, 438. --•-•• 

Jalal-ud-diri Muhammad (Jelaul -ud Deen 
Khwajah Zudda),. grandson of Emperor 
Muiz-ud-din, 55, 60, 211, 522. 

Jama (Jumma), H. &c. total assessment of 
land revenue from' any particular estate 
or division of a. country, 248, 434, 440. 
Jamadar (Jcmmadar), H.' &c. an officer of 
' police, customs or- army, 159, 168. 
Jamadi-td-Awal (Jemad id Avlaul), H. fifth 
month of Muhammadan year, 185. 
Jama-lVastd-Baki ( Jumma-lVasul Baki), H. 
&c. account showing particulars- of 
revenue to be paid, of instalments dis- 
charged, and arrears ..due,. 367. 

Jamuha River (Jumna), 193. 

Janjira (Gingerah), 44 mileS from Bombay, 
agreement between Balu Mian and 
Marathas re., 51-2, 57, 63,- 210, 451, 
521. 

Jasrat-ul-daulah, officer of Nizam,' 195, 
228. 

Java, island in Indonesia, 426. ' 

Jaynagar 0eynagur), 421. 

Jenkinson,' Robert Banks, • Member of 
Board of Control, 125, 144. 

Jcssorc, town, and dist. in ' Bengal, 478. ' 
Jews, 100, 105. ’ ‘ - 

Jhao Lai, Raja (Jow Laul), ’a courtier of 
Vazir of Oudh, 379, 539. 

Jodhpur, in Rajputana, 522. ■ 

John (packet), 492. 

John & James (ship),' 140, 144. ' 
Johnston, Capt. Jas., Commander of the 
John & James, 140, 144. 

Johnstone, — , Acting Resident in Oudh, 
333. - • • 

Johorc and Pahang, in Malaya, Sultan of, 
34, 500. 

Joit, monetary unit, being sub-division of 
coivtic, 525. 


Joy, Bfenjamin, Consul Designate of Unit- 
. ed States of America at Calcutta, 33, 
173, 405. 

Joyd Singh, Raja, 185. 

Joys, — , merchant, Calcutta, 460. 
Judicial Department, 490. 

Jugoly Ditchit, 236. 

Kabbaldurga, fort in Mysore, 3; 

Kabul, 529. 

Kachahri, corruptly Cutcherry, H., Mar. 
&c. court house, office where any public 
business is transacted, 159, 168, 218, 250, 
363. 

Kadattanad (Cartinaad), in Malabar, 38, 
368, 434. 

Kak, monetary unit, being sub-division of 
. cowrie, 525. 

Kalahasti (Calastry, Colastry), Zamindari 
in N. Arcot Dist:, Madras, 534. 

—Raja- of, -requisitions • by- Nawab of 
Arcot, 24,.216-7, 248, 338, 541 ; nazar 
to be paid on succession, 416, 428-9. 
Kaliabar (Kolleabar), . village in Nowgong 
Dist., Assam, 334, 536, 

Kalkapur (Calcaporc), . in Murshidabad 
Dist., Bengal, Dutch factory at, 504. . 
Kallikota, (Calicoote), Zamindari . in Gan- 
jam Dist., Madras, Zamindar- of, 205, 
238. 

Kamrup (Kamroop), in Assam, 271, .293. 
Kandahar Choky (Candahar. Chokey), in 
• Assam, administration of, 293, 354, 536. 
Kangundi (Curegoody), in N. Arcot Dist., 
Madras, 218. 

Kannambadi ■ Ford, • in Mysore Dist., 
Mysore, 191. ' 

Karikal (Karical), on Coromandel Coast, 
capture of French factory at,- 274. • 
Karimullah Khan (Kurreemoolla Khan), 
•of Rampur, 389. 

Kamul, Kurnool (Kemoul), town and dist. 

. in Madras, 370, 429;’ dispute between 
Tipu and Nizam over, 4, : 8, 14, 75, 99, 
105, 109, -196/242, 256-7; 265, 285-7, 408, 
533 ; disputed succession in, 89-90, 300, 
.• 378. . . - - ■ 

Karur (Caroor, Carore),. in' Coimbatore 
Dist., Madras, 6,-111, 183, 311-2, 526. . 
Karwar,.in'N. Cariara Dist.,' -Bombay, 532. 
Kashmeri Mai (Cashmeery Mull), Benares 
banker, 63. 

Kasimkota (Cossim Cotta), in Vizaga- 
patam Dist., Madras, 42, 40I-. 
Katmandu (Cutmandu), capital of Nepal, 
30, 267-9, 425, 53L . 

•Katra, in Shahjahanpur Dist., U.P:, battle 
of, 21, 384-5, 540. 

Kattl ( Cowle ), H. &c. agreement, treaty, 
declaration, 1 82; : 

Kaveri, river -in S.'India^ 3, 111, 183-4, 190, 
194,311,523... 

Kaveripuram (Cauviripour), village- ' in 
’ -Coimbatore Dist., Madras, 106, 289,- 523. 
Kaw'ai, Kavvayi, river in Malabar, 39.' 
Kedgeree,' village hear mouth -of Hooghly, 
' 49, '521. - 

Keerpah, see Cuddapah. - • 
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.11, 14, 91,114, 325, 331, 469. See 
also Poona Darbar ; Shah Alam. 

Mahe (Mahi), French settlement in Mala- 
bar Dist., Madras, 436 ; capture of, 33, 
105, 108, 275, 284,' 298 French - claims 
to district near, 86, 95, 222, 242 ; open- 

. ing of a Commercial Residency at, 119, 
345. 

Malabar, Province of, 1-2, 32, 38, 60, 74, 
.135, , 166, 194, 214, 252-3, 275, 331, 345, 
365, 367-73, 416-7, 452, 459, 463, 471, 480, 
.489, 502-3 ; administration of, 37-40, 75, 
105, 119, 283, 308,. 345-6, 367-8, 403, 412, 
416-8, 433-6,- 440-3 ; European colonisa- 
tion of, 39-40, 3.70; improvement of 
agriculture in, 40, 330, 369, 412; piracy 
on coast of, 86, 100, 261, 371 ;. defences 
of, 104; Europeans and judicial 
administration, 345, 370 ; coinage of, 
416 ; slave trade in, 416. See also 
Calicut ; Cannanore. 

— Joint Commission on, 39-40, 261, 283, 
298-9, 416, 528 ; appointment, 26, 39, 
85, 95, 221 ; report and proceedings, 5, 
39, 85, 100, 110, 112, 115-6, 157, 197, 

222, 243, 308, 316, 328, 330-1, 522. See 
also Duncan, Jonathan ; Farmer, Carnal. 

Malacca, in Malaya, 136, 320, 327, 336 ; 
Anglo-Dutch war and expedition 
against, 35, 439, 489-90, 495-7, 499-501, 
506, 536. 

Malartic, Gen. — , Governor General of 
French possessions in the East, 156, 181, 
364-5. 

Malays, natives of Malaya, 135. 

Malet, Sir Charles, Resident at Poona 
(1786-97),. 8, 10, 59, 61, 68, 70, 76, 88, 
92, 102, 118, 120, .192, 197-200, 203, 211, 

223, 226-8, 230-3, 255, 262-7, 283-4, 287-8, 
292, 300, 309, 315-6, 341, 345, 352, 373, 
377, 407, 421, 425, 430, 515, 529, 531 ; 
refusal to accept • present from Poona 
Darbar, 52, 210, 521 ; Court of Direc- 
tors’ appreciation, 56, 214 ; compiles 
history of Maratha Empire, 56-7, 211-2 ; 
claim to baronetage, 92, 233-4, 533. See 
also. Poona Darbar. 

Malet, Sir Thomas, 234, 533. 

Malhar Rao Holkar (Mulhaur • Row), 

• Maratha' Amil of Ghausgarh, 193, 290. 

Malik Isa (Mulick Essau, Mulik Essau), 
see Isa Mian. • 

Malwa, historic tract in C. India, 290-1. 

Malwan Raja, see Kolhapur, Raja of. 

Manaar (Manar), island between India 
and Ceylon, 506. 

Manaji Rao Gaikwad (Mannajee, Monajee 
Row), dispute over Gaikwad regency, 10, 
265-6, 283, 300, 302-3. 

Manas River, in Assam, 536. 

Manesty, — . Resident at Basra, 427. 

Mangalore, in S. Kanara Dist., Madras, 73, 
186, 192, 416; proposal to establish a 
factory at, '41, 86, 222, 417. 

—Treaty of (1784), 417. 

Manikpur (Manicapore),- on- the bank of 

■ the Ganges, in ' Partabgarh Dist., U.P., 
409. 


Manila (Mannilla, Manilla), in the 
Philippines, 172, 178. 

Manington, Mrs. — , 502. 

Manship, John, Member of Court ‘ of 
Directors, 133, 136-7. 

Mantehonx, Muntiheon, a Tartar lan- 
guage, 207, 531. 

Mappillas (Mapillas), indigenous Muslims 
of Malabar, 38, 330, 441. 

Marathas, see ' Daulat Rao Sindia ; Gaik- 
wad ; Mahadji Sindia ; Pant Sachiv ; 
Peshwa; Poona Darbar; Raghuji 
Bhosle ; Tukoji Rao Holkar. 

Marine Corps, establishment of, for the 
Andamans, Benkulen and Prince of 
Wales Island, 439, 490. 

Marque and Reprisal, Letters of, question 
of issue during Anglo-French - war, 36, 
107, 274, 294-5. 

Martins (Martinz), Col. — -, Commander at 
Ramnad, 98, 257, 362. 

Manvar, see Jodhpur. 

Mary (ship), 440, 490-1, 496-7, 506. 

— Captain of, see Stephenson, Thomas. 

Masnad (Mttsnud), H. throne, 76, 87, 199, 

224. 

Masulipatam, in Kistna Dist., Madras, 63, 
186, 228-9, 281, 297, 456, 501 ; abolition 
of Chiefship at, 363. 

Maurevert, — , French prisoner, 169. 

Mauritius and Bourbon, islands in Indian 
Ocean, 114, 135, 154, 156, 166, 179, 275, 
322, 327, 399, 426, 436, 448, 452, 482, 

501, 507, 526 ; scarcity of grain in, 31, 
149-50 ; exchange of prisoners from, 
181, 364-6 ; proposed expedition against, 
33-4, 123, 125, 127, 130-6, 141-3, 426, 
465-77, 479-82, 484-8, 524. 

Mawbey, Capt. — » killed in battle of 
Katra, 385. 

Maxwell, Lieut.-Col. — , war with Tipu, 2, 
182 ; restoration of order among Carna- 
tic palegars, 37, 94, 215-7, 240-1, 248. 

Mayor's Court, of Bombay, 275 ; writ of 
summons served at Poona, 12, 100-1, 
119, 262-3, 345; death sentence on a 
Brahmin, 112, 315. 

— of Madras, 275. 

Me. Donald, Maj. — , accompanying expe- 
dition against Malacca, 494, 500-1. 

Mears, Capt. W., of the Favourite, 179. 

Mecca, in Arabia, 424. 

Medows, Maj .-Gen. Sir William, 521, 523, 
527, 535, 544; war with Tipu, 1, 524; 
appointment to lead expedition against 
Mauritius, 33, 126, 131, 466, 471-3, 476. 

Mel, royal estate, 536. 

Melville Castle (ship),' 240, 244, 246-7, 
•251-2, 255, 261, -267, 269, 411. 

Merta (Murta), in Jodhpur State, Raj- 
putana, battle of, 53, 522. 

Messelburgh, — , European adventurer 

serving Sherf Ali Khan; 414. 

Metcalfe, Thomas, T., Member of Court 
•of Directors, 50, 64, 121. 

Meuron, Comte de, Commander of Swiss 
Regiment • in Dutch service, 35, 499, 

502, 504, 506. 

Michell, Mons.— , 50, 156, 163. 

* .• V s . 
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Lc Gail. Ihimourier (ship), 135. 

Lc Grand Dumourier (ship), 135. 

Lc Lcgcr (ship), 135. 

Lc Mcrccitt (chip), 1 35. 

Lc ft t (littic (snip), 135. 

Lc Nestor (ship), 176, 177, 179. 

Lc Valcati (ship),- 135, 399. 

Lcalc, Robert, >157. 

Lee, William, prisoner of Tipit, 92, 233. 

L’ Egalitc (ship), 135. 

Lemesurier, Paul, Mcmltcr of Court of 
Directors, 66, 103, 121. 

L’ Eseallier (ship), 156. 

L’Etrusco (ship), 458-60. 

Lhasa (Lnssn), in Tibet, Raja of, dispute 
with Nepal, 81-2, 206. 

L’HirondclIe (ship), 135. 

Light, Capt. — , 49, 337. 

Limne Souza, Migiul dc, 50 2. 

Lis A intis de St. Dominique (ship), 158. 

V Isle de France (ship), 135. 

Little, Maj. — , sen-ice , with Mnrathas 
during Third Mysore War, 2, 92, 185, 
189, 194, 233; expedition against 

“Coolies”, 372. 

Lolldong (l-oldong), Treaty of (1774), 353, 
378.' 

Lord Hatekesbury (ship), 488. 

Lord ■ Thurlotv (ship). 505. 

Louis (ship), 169. 

Lucknow (Luenow), -78, 214, 245, 267, 291, 
333, 380, 383, 414, 421. 

—Resident at, 19, 119-20, 193, 378-80, 421, 
447. See also Cherry, George F. ; Ives, 
Edward Otto. 

Lumsden, J, Collector of Rangpur, 28, 
193. 

Lushington, Stephen, Member of Court of 
Directors, 50, 64, 66, 103, 121, 140-1, 
144-5. 

Lull (Looti), H. &c. plunderer, 150. 

Lydia (ship), 461-2. 

— Captain of, see Watson, Thomas. 

M acao, Portuguese settlement near Hong 
Kong, China, 436. 

Macartney, Lord, British Ambassador in 
China, 293, 319, 485, 537. 

Macdonald, Maj. — , 94, 239. 

Maegowan, Licut.-Col. — , 333. 

Maegregor, Lieut. — , Adjutant to Capt. 
Welsh on his mission to Assam,' 208, 

, 342. 

Macheri (Machcrry), in Aiwar State, Raj- 
putana, Raja of, .421, 542. 

Mackenzie (Makenzie), — , Tipu's prisoner, 
184. 

Madcod, Capt. — , report re: French Is- 
lands, 310-1. 

Macleod, Capt. — , killed in battle of 
Kharda, 385. 

Madcod, Gen. — , charges against, 418, 
436, 441, 542. 

Macleod, Lieut. — , 289. 

Maepherson, James, Nawab of Arcot’s 
Agent in England, -24, 203.' 

Madeira (Medeira), island off west -’coast 
of Africa, 132, 453. 


Madhav Rao (Mndhow Row), agent of 
Nana Phadnis at Benares, 291. 

Madhav Rao J, Pc.*hw:i (1761-72), 9. 

Madhav Rao Narnyan, Peshwa (1774-95), 
9, 513, 515 ; office of \ f akil-i-ft1utlaq con- 
ferred on, 9, 12, SI, 69. 201. 210, 530; 
E. I. Coy.'s presents to, 13. 92, 450; 
intention to meet Baji Rao, 1 18 ; mar- 
riage, 260; death and dispute over 
succession, 11, 449, 507-8. 

Madhavdas Vallabhdas (Madow Doss 
Wallabdoss), a Marat ha subject, 101, 
262-3. 

Madras, 2, 7, 74, 116, 195. 288, 300, 331, 
401, 453, 456, 485, 488 and [>afsim. 

— Assay Master at, 254. 

—Govt, of, see Fort St. George, Govt. of. 

Mngarala (Moograul, Mugraul), in N. 
Arcot Dist., Madras, Palcgar of, 24, 
248. 338. 534. 

Maghs (Mugs), natives of Arakan, Burma. 
30, 323, 404, 409. 

Mahabtm Khan, Nawab (Mohaubat 
Khan, Mohbut Khan), son of Hafiz 
Knhmnt Khan, Rohilla chief, 237, 
382-3. 

Mnhadji Sindia, Mnratha Chief of 
Gwalior. — 

And E. I. Coy., dispute lietween 
Coy.’s Resident” and Sindia’s Ami I 
at Broach, 13. 53, 77, 88. 96, 203-4, 
210, 224-5, 244, 531-2; Perrot’s 
claims at Brondi, 13, 78. Ill, 309; 
right to Broach given tip by Coy., 
79, 373 ; Sindia’s subjects and offi- 
cers at Benares, 13, 71-4, 77, 93, 
186, 192, 204-5. 236; Coy.’s Agent’s 
access to Shah Alam, 422; Coy.'s 
attitude towards claims based on 
Vakil-i-ftlullaq, 12, 54, 69, 87, 93, 
201-2, 210, 235, 30S; repair of 
mosque at Ajmer, 71 ; Coy.’s refusal 
to mediate in conflict with Holknr, 
11, 96. 102, 267. 

And Mnratha Confederacy, Nana- 
Mahadjt contest for supremacy and 
Nizam’s support, 9, 14, 61, 69-70, 
76, 89, 99, 105, 109, 111, 118, 192, 
213, 226-8, 231, 257-60, 265-6, 

284-5, 300, 313-4, 332, 529; interven- 
tion in favour of Govind Rao 
Gaikwad in dispute re: regenev, 
9-11, 265-6, 283, 300-4, 309, 314-5, 
535 ; intervention in favour of Pant 
Sachiv, 9, 106, 266, 287, 523 ; hostili- 
ties with Tukoji Rao Holkar, 11, 70, 
93, 96, 102, 233-5, 267, 290. . 

Other references: Sikh incursions into 
Mnratha districts, 23, 193, 421 ; in- 
vestiture of Peshwa with office of 
Vakil-i-ftlullaq, 9, 54, 69, 201, 210, 
530; delay in grant of sanad of 
investiture to Nawab of Surat, 12, 
53, 87, 98, 224, 244; peaceful rela- 
tions with Vazir of Oudh, 23, 437 ; 
defeat of Rajputs at Merta, 53, 522 ;‘ 
internal condition of Sindia’s 
possessions,’ 266, 290-1 ; death of 
Mahadji and political consequences. 
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NaVan, .*55. 

Nana I’liadnU. j et Poona Daritar. 

.Vwrv {»h?pl. IT/'. I TP. 512, 362. 476-7, 

4s:. <84. 

.Vi'ti'v (psclrt), |fl|, J. v >, 569. 

Namier IN’rmtijlr. Namlalt), town am! 

ditt. in Ifidrraltsd. 443. 

Namlidr»v*g, Njwliilmya, in Kolar Hi»i, 
Mytotr. 2. 

Naragaiui (Natgoontr). in N. Aront Ditt- 
Madrju. Palrgar id. 218. 53:. 

Natayan Haul, mitirr tan <d Vijavarsma 
Rapt i'! Virlanagfam. ,M|, 

Natavan Ran (Narain Rot*,), whlmt of. 
<<>. 

NatRsda (Nutbuddah) Ritcr. 2*8.1. 

Natit til Mull (Na'cr-td-MnoU), Nattah r»f 
r-.-na’. IT- ?■;. 

Nsmdlah Khan <Nm-*tir Oilali Khan), 
Uf'tiiia cMrf. *«'. *:*. 

.V.t,,!, If'tigi. 4rv) 

- 5*.vr.*;;m V: n!, trr R<-j*rJ, ™ . 

Nat ij-.st-.-'n latfi. 4*zt 
N"svj!< Viflt Vitiftl, xrt Aiaf-uil- 

<!.sn!--.h, Sa*'a!' V.uir «d Otidh. 

Mai rtibr-s* ratir of Malatmi, 5* rt , 
f * U - 

,V,'. r * l V.t; •», ,Vi.?t-*, .Vnf.vi), <errtnnf,lal 
fjrr.rtr.Rv feat it an In- 
frti* t:> a in. i:. 187. <:*>, 

(Vi. : :M, ntr- 

rr.-v-sl ps-rurt. !\ ?«. 87. 2M. 244. 

5’!. V.-;. *.!>:. Ijr.. 

SV-ip'Is 1 -!. ;« Yanjerr TV.it.. Msdra*. 

.1, <»• 

Nr:h---“', (* r II * ■, /''* 

N‘r!‘. Srrwn a''-! ditl, in Madra*. *11. 

:it. :*i . in. :k 

in, '.-7, KiT. 1!’. ; 5 C .\ 551 : 

l KitipatthlV tr'VS-'-r ami ItttlntV 

rf. t '• 31 'j ; ibije.Jt'* with Vafif of Otidh 
M t llais f( 6*. 214 ; Sinn- 

d-.-.pute am! 

rtvl ts . ; w., n ni. jo:. :v,u 237 . :.*6. 
' r ~ : •' ; I. (V’t '• fs'-jnisiasin'it for 
,i <s.--.r:,-n :-! treats. J'i 83. 5 93- 4. 
4--t. 

Net* A!br*o, 4 *•***. 

■•>, la 1 ! Matasa Archipelago, 
!, Hatr'c t 

Nrusi i;V. , Oittman-tfr r! 

}t. M.*s t’vpt tti tr:-!:a. -<*1, 

.Via.Vf, < Vi’ < ! nil-, .irpaty, 

t,r 

Nir.raj.i!!, unn^j i-! (!.' ll\>!rr /Jut, Hrl- 
C‘.aj ! < f t! ,f IStUmwi l J l. 

JCiwi’i. JC i ? tr.". Ali Klinii, Snunli. 

HtiW ,.f Hti!rra!-,v!. 

Niaam Ali Klian iNi.'-mt Aliy Khan), a 


Ihhtl'a thlrf. 

N'lram Ah K!ia«, N.’- B =K Kul« m 

ICtrJrnilo-l (1T^I-1‘ , ‘!-»J— ' 

An-! I*. |. Otv, 1T >,; . I 0 '. HI* 11^* 

:*'J, ITT. 3M: atsittt'If tturardt 
Ovfnnaliit't draft Trcatv ti! Cuaran- 
,, r _ £; t ty,, y>3. 5_>_: 

(Viv '« hattahn:!! witli Niyatr.. 51. 5T, 
;r,;V, III. 3M: rrqnf't for 


tvithdratval of the hnttalinns after 
ltattle of Klinrda, 17, -120; Coy/s 
poliev towards Nir.nm-Mnrathn dis- 
putes; 12-3. |0fl. 116, 258-9, 288, 
318-50, 374-8 ; Coy.V assistance 

thitirip Cnddnttah disttirhanccs and 
Prince Ali Jan’s revolt, !7-8, 430-3, 
443*4 ; Coy.V. opposition to posting 
of Raymond to quell Cuddapah 
diMtirlinriccs. 17-8. 430-3 ; (irshhasli 
paid to Nizam re: Northern Cir- 
ors. 63. 72-3, 84. 90, 100. 118. 186. 
214, 228-9. 260. 308, 314. 340-1 ; 
offrr of help during war with 
French. 103, 287 ; alleged anti* 
Hriti'h activities, 377-8 ; imjtortnnce 
of Ni/am as a liulTcr, 348, 469-70 ; 
permission to lmv arms in Coy.’s 
trrritnric'. 230, 232 ; Kennaway’s 
tl.ctrhrs of Cost, of Nizam. 57, 212. 

And Tiptt Sultan. 14, IB, 376-7, 403, 
413, 444-5: Third Mvrorc War; 
2-4. 59. 67. 72. 74. 184-5, 187-92, 
195; di'pmes re: implementation 
of Treat v of Scringnpatatn. 6-7, 74, 
99. 05. 106. 1 J4, 195-6, 242, 254-5, 
269 2R9.O0 299, 312-3. 321-2, 325, 
339 ; Karnul question, 4, 8, 14, 75, 
89. 99 , 105. 109. 196. 242. 256-7, 
265, 285-7. 300, 376. 378, 403. 533 ; 
TitmV intrigues with lea Mian, 90, 
JOt. 239, 285 ; Nizam’s intrigues 
s«ith Shaii. Avar. 451, 544. 

And Marathas. Nizam’s nipport of 
Mahadji Stndia and et cuts leading 
tn star. 14, 89. 99. 105, 109. 111. 
IIP. 199, 227-P, 257-60. 265-6, 284-5, 
590, 313-4. 332, 559-40, 343-50, 

373-8. 402-3, 407-8, 538-9 ; ltattle of 
Kharda. M. 16. 120, 412, 418-20; 
trratv and its implementation, 16, 
419. '429.50. 444-5, 542; Maratha 
neutrality during Ali Jail's rclteliion 
and Cuddapah disturbance*, 18, 433, 
443-4. 

Domestic affairs, rclteliion of Prince 
Ali Jah, J7-P, 431-3. 443-4,_449; dis- 
turbance* in Cuddapah, 17-S, 430-3, 
<44 ; Nizam’s illr.c”, 76, 99, 199, 
269, 347. 

Sizarr.el Attala! fXiutmat Adirrlul), 455. 

Nizam-ud din Khan, Nawab of Surat, J2. 

Nizam-tid-<lin. Shah (Nizam-ul-Deen 
Shah), Agent of Sindia at Mughal Em- 
peror’s court. 235. 

Xnniuch (rhip). 306, 395, 393, 449, 503-9. 

Nootla. British Columbia, Canada, con- 
vention concluded at, 33. 

North America. 33. 

Northern Circar*, 17, 42. 401, 439; aboli- 
tion of Chicfthip and ap'toiniment of 
Collector, 353 ; jiaymcnt of ptrhkazh to 
Nizam in retpret of. 63, 72-3, E4, 99, 
100, HP, If 6. 214, 223-9. 260, 303. 314, 
340-1. 533. 

Xonhumbrrlar.d (*hip). 322, 459. 

Nowagaddah. Noragadalah, Navpgarh 
State in Ori**a (?). Zamtrtdar of, 77, 205, 
23?. "~.jr 
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Michic, Lieut., — , 116, 332. 
Middlesbrough, in Yorkshire, England, 


.Military ltn-ml, 253. 

Mills, Charles, Manlier of Court of Direc- 
tors, 103. 

Minervn (frigate), 113, 274, 280, 318, 365, 
453, 50 1. 

— Captain of, see Greenway, — . 

Mir Alam (Mccr Alltun), minister of 
Nizam All Khan, Ktiler of Hyderabad, 
15, 91, 195, 230-1, 377, 420, 523; 
exemption from duties levied at 

Benares. 106, 287 ; mission to Poona, 14, 
16-7, 89. 227, 340, 349-50, 373-5, 402; 
allowances for services rendered to E. I. 
Coy., 89, 228;; war with Tipu, 258 ; 
rebellion of All Jab, 420, 443-4, 449. 

Mir Imam (Mliccr Imnum), freebooter of 
Hyderabad, 276. 

Mirganj, 21 miles N. \V. of Bareilly, U.P.. 
540. 


Mirjan (Mirjee), in N. Kanara Dist., Bom- 
bay. 86, 222. 

Mirza Hnzi (Mccrza Hodjee), see Shigufta 
Bakht. Prince Mirza. 

Mirza Jangli (Mirza Junglcy), see Shah- 
mat All Khaii. 

Mitchell, Commodore — , 113, 180, '336, 
338, 364, -398-400, 486; dispute re: 

• capture of the A m erica and the Enter- 
prise, 395, 397-8, 405, 410-1 ; movement 
of squadron of, 115, 121, 172, 320, 327, 
336, 356 ; work commended, 319. 

Moamarias (Moamarccahs), a religious 
sect in Assam, 28-9, 342, 538. 

Moliars (Molmrs), H. 6tc. gold coin, 22, 
392. 

Moograul, see Magarala. 

Molupati Rao (Moliccput Row), Agent of 
Ahalya Bai Holkar, 272. 

Moluccas (Molucca Islands), Indonesia, 
500. 

Money, William, Member' of Court of 

• Directors, 50, 64, 66. 

Montigny, Col. — , French Commandant 
at Chandcrnagorc, 49, 151. 

Moojic Lai, Munshi to Ghulam Muham- 
mad of Rarnpur, 389. 

Moonghy (Moongeypirttum), ' near Auran- 
gabad in Hyderabad, 413. 

Moorigliat, 413. 

Mootoo Irlah Pittah, minister of Raja of 
Ramnad, 251-2. 

Mordaunt, Capt. — , killed in battle of 
.Katra, 385. 

Morin, Dc, Commissioner for French estab- 
lishments in India, 156. 

Morton, — , Secretary to Court of Direc- 
tors, 464. • 

Moubray, Accountant General at- Madras, 

• 24, 85, 203, 217. 

Mowat, Lieut. — , 42, 403. 

Muazzam Shah . (Khurram Bakht), son . of 
Prince Jahandar Shah, eldest son of 
Shah Alam, 72, 523. - • 

Mubarak-ud-daulah (Mobarcck-ul-doula), 
son of Husain Ali Khan of- Masuli- 
patam, debts of, 108, 297. ... 


Muchalka ( Miitchlachd ), II. I Kind or 
written agreement, 236. 

Mughal Emperor, see Shah Alam. 

Mug*, see Maghs. 

Muhammad Ali Khan (Mohnmmml Ally 
Kltan), eldest son of Fniznllnh Khan of 
Rarnpur, 20-1. 120-1, 353-4, 356-7. 378-9, 
383. 388, 390. 392. 

Muhammad Ali Kltan Walajah, Naw.tb of 
Arcot (1749-95), 

Relations with E. I. Coy., palcgars, 
24. 97. 112, 203. 215-8, 248-9, 316. 

.338, 344. 412, 415-6, 428-9, 540-1 ; 
withdrawal of chancery stdt against 
Coy., 24, 85, 202-3, 217 ; dispute re: 
revenue accounts, 25, 97, 215. 249; 
complaint against Col. Floyd. Com- 
mandant at Trichinnpoly, 118, 338, 
538 ; pavment of hist to Coy., 94, 
241, 28$ : help during war with 
Tipu and French. 105. 281*2. 481 ; 
Treaty of 1787, 23 ; Treaty of 1792, 


Other references: agreement with 
Dutch re: pearl fisheries of Tut! 
corin, 32, 85, 220 ; Maratha claim 
to chaulh, 200 ; death. 25. 

Muhammad Husain Bituri (Mahamed 
Htissicn Iteetiiri). officer of Tipu. 24 1. 

Muhammad Ikram, Maulavi (Mahtned 
Ikrant Mattlavy), 377. 

Muhammad Raza (Allv Ruzza), cousin of 
Tipu. 189. 

Muhammad, Sultan, King of Joliorc and 
Pahang. 35. 500. 

Muiz-ud-din, son of Tipu, 4, 7, 528. 

Multan, Naih Suhah of, 522. 

Munni Begam (Munny Begum), wife of 
Mir Jafar, Nawah of Bengal. 117, 337. 

Munshi (Moonshee, Moon shy), H. a 
writer, a secretary, 244, 384, 389. 

Muntiheon, see Mantchonx. 

Murray, Capt. — , deputation to, 5, 298-9. 

Muscat, in Arabia, 136. 

Mushir-ul-Mulk, see Azim-ul-Umara. 

Mutasaddi ( Mutteseddi ), H. fee. writer, 
accountant, 250. 

Muttra, town and dist. in U.P., 193. 

MuzafTar Jang, Nawab of Farrukhabad, 
424. • 


Mysore, 277, 317; development of E. I. 
Coy.’s trade with, 28-9, 41, 86, 222-3, 
416-7; intelligence from, 95, 99, 107, 
109, 118, 242, 255, 290, 300, 338, 347, 
376-7, 403, 413, 420, 433, 445. See also 
. Tipu Sultan. 


Naaf River, 30, 323, 404. 

Nadia (Nuddiah), town and dist. in Ben- 
gal, 478. ' 

Nagar, also known as Bidnur and Haidar- 
nagar, in Shimoga Dist., Mysore, 3, 190, 
528. 

Nagoji Rao , Ghatke (Nagojee Row, Ghout- 
key), agent of Raja of Kolhapur, 406. 

'Nagpur, Raja of, see Raghuji Bhoslc, ' 

Nmb, H. &c. . deputy, representative, 
lieutenant, viceroy, 205, 281, 407, 421, 
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Penang (Prince of Wales Island), oil west 
coast of Malaya. 275, 294, 306, 309, 327, 
337, 439, 490, 495, 501. 

Pennagaram (Penagra), In Salem Dist., 
Madras. 2, 182. 

Pepper, 317, 416-7, 532; cultivation in 
Malabar, 40, 369, 412; Travancore’s 
failure to supply, 113, 31S, 435. 

Permneoil, near Pondicherry, 280. 

Perron (l’cron), M., papular name of 
Pierre Cuillicr. Sindia’s French General, 
420. 

Perrot (Perron), George, debts due to, 13, 
78-S0, 309. 

Peshawar, in North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince. 529. 

Peslthash, (Peslicush, Paishctish, Peislt- 
emit, Pesaish), II. 6cc. an offering or 
tribute, a quit rent, a payment exacted 
on lands formerly rent free, passim. 

Peshwa (Peishwa), see Madhav Rao Narn- 
yan, llaji Ran IT. 

Petrie, Maj. — . of 77tli Regiment, recon- 
naissance of French Islands, 485, 487 ; 
capture of Cochin, 502, 505. 

Petlah. Tam. Petai, suburb of a town or 
fort. 2, 182. 

Phanix St. fast, Portuguese vessel, 436. 

Phoenix (frigate), 68, 73, 186, 192. 

— Captain of, see Byron, — ; Strachan, 
Sir Richard. 

Phultan, officer of Ahom Govt, in Assam, 
535. 

Pi got (ship), 110, 306, 309, 320, 338, 400. 

•Pilgrimage, see Allahabad, Benares, 
Gaya. 

Piracy', committed by subjects of Mahvan 
Raja or Raja of Kolhapur, 41, 86, 100, 
1 08, 223. 298, 371-2. 436, 451 ; by 
"Coolies** in Gulf of Cambay, 41, 113, 
318, 351, 372-3 ; on Malabar Coast, 86, 
100, 261, 371. 

Piriyapatna (Periapatam), in Mysore Dist., 
Mvsorc, 190. 

Pitt (ship), 133, 239-40, 242, 246, 411, 413, 
423, 485. 499. 

Pitt, William, Member of Board of Con- 
trol, 125, 139, 145. 

Point de Gallc, in Ceylon, 499. 

Policode Pass, 538. 

Pollam, sec Paleyam, 

Polly and Sally, American schooner, 135. 

Pondicherry (Pondichcry), French settle- 
ment in S. Arcot Dist., Madras, 17, 152, 
.169, 179, 278, 301, 316, 344, 429, 456, 
507, 529 ; captured by English, 33, 104, 
108, 119, 132-3, 273-4, 278-81, 295-7; 
scarcity in, 31, 149-51. ' 

■Ponsbonie (ship), 464. 

Poona (Poonah), town and dist. in Bom- 
bay, passim. 

Poona Darbar — 

And E. I. Coy.: 10-3, 69-71, 77, 92, 291, 
307, 450, 469-70 ; ’Coy.’s non-inter- 
ference policy in domestic affairs of 
Maratha Confederacy, 11, 96, 102, 
200, • 267 ; Maratha ■ request for 
remission of death sentence on n 


Brahmin,’ 12, 112, 315; suspension 
of duty on grain to meet scarcity in 
Maratha country, 12, 101, 264-5; 
Coy.’s opposition to Maratha claim 
to chauth, 88, 199-201, 232; return 
of Raghoba’s jewels, 1 16-7, 332, 446, 
450, 544 ; Bombay Mayor’s Court’s 
summons at Poona, 101, 119, 262-4, 
344-5 ; Maratha intercession on be- 
half -of Tanjorc Raja, 200; Coy.’s 
poliev towards Maratha-Nizam con- 
flict, ’12-3, 106, 116, 258-9, 288, 348- 
50, 374-8 ; Malet’s History of 
Marathas, 56-7, 211-2. 

And Nizam: Nizam's support of 
Sindia and events leading to war, 
14, 89, 99, 105, 109, 111, 118-9, 
227-8, 257-60, 265-6, 284-5, 300, 
313-4, 332, 339-40, 348-50, 373-8, 
402-3, 407-8, 538 ; battle of Kharda, 
II, 16, 120, 412, 418-20; treaty and 
its implementation, 16, 419, 429-30, 
444-5 ; non-interference during Ali 
Jab’s rebellion and Cuddapah dis- 
turbances, 18, 433, 443-4. 

And Tinu: 5, 15, 376-7, 402-3, 407, 
413, 445-6; war with Tipu, 2-4, 51, 
59, 67, 74, 184-5, 187-92; disputes 
re: implementation of Treaty of 
Scringapatam, 6, 76, 106, 287-8, 

254-5, 290. 

Treaty of Guarantee: Maratha views 
on Cornwallis’s draft, 88, 226, 232, 
287-8 ; Maratha draft, 8, 308, 314-5, 
515-7. 

Maratha Confederacy, domestic affairs 
of: Nana-Mahadji contest for 

supremacy, 9, 14, 61, 69-70, 76, 89, 
99, 105, 109. Ill, 118, 192, 213, 
226-8, 231, 257-60, 265-6, 284-5, 300, 
313-4, 332; dispute re: Gaikwad 
regency, 9-11, 102, 265-6, 283, 300-4, 
309, 314-5, 535 ; control of Pant 
Sacliiv’s affairs; 9, 106, 266, 287, 
523 ; military operations against 
Angria and Raja of Kolhapur, 469 ; 
death of Peshwa Madhav Rao 
Narayan and disputed succession, 
11, 449, 507-8. 

Other references: Maratha designs on 
Cambay, 120, 348, 351-2, 373 ; agree- 
ment with Balu Mian of Janjira, 
51-2, 57, 63, 210, 451, 521 ; “Coolies” 
unconnected with Marathas, :3 18, 
372. 

See also Ahalya Bai HoIkar;".Baji 
Rao II ; Daulat Rao Sindia ; Gaik- 
wad ; Madhav Rao Narayan, 
Peshwa ; Mahadji Sindia ; Pant 
Sachiv ; Raghuji Bhosle ; Tukoji 
Rao Holkar. 

• Popham, Capt. — , of the L’Elrusco, 459- 
60. 

Popham, Lieut. Col. — , brother of. Capt. 

Popham of the L’Etrusco , 459!, ■ 
Popham, Stephen, E. I. Coy.'s Solicitor at 
• Madras, 459. - • 

Portsmouth, in Britain, 132.’ 
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■Nullah, H, Nala, watercourse, 384. 
•Nutmeg, cultivation in Malabar of, 40, 
’ 369. 

Nuzmdaadu, 533. 

O akeley. Sir Charles, Governor of Madras 
.• (1792-4), 98, 183-5, 189, 191, 218-20, 
231, . 241, 243, 250, 2S4-5, 273, 278, 281-2, 
316, 321-2, 331, 527, 528, 534. 

Oliver, Capt. — , Commanding Officer at 
Savandurga, Mysore, 189. 

Ongolc, in Guntur Dist., Madras, 24, 216, 
•277. 

Onore, sec. Honavar. . 

Ooniara, see Uniara. 

Opium, supply to Danes and Dutch, 47-8, 
.50, 180. 

Orion (ship), 140. 

— Captain of, see Cushing, Issac. 

Orissa, 294, 541. 

Orpheus ,(H. M’s ship), 134, 500. 

Osborne, Capt. — , of the Centurion, 487. 
Osnaburgh, Fort, in Ceylon, 497. 

Ossoor, see Hosur. 

Ostcnd, in Belgium, 452-3. 

Ottcrydroog, see Hutridurga. 

Oudh, settlement of boundaries with 
Benares, 97, 246 ; fear of attack by 
Dutch, 437. 

—Resident of, sec Cherry, George F. ; 

Ives, Edward Otto. 

— Vazir of, see Asaf-ud-daulah. 

P admanabham (Pudmanabum), village 
in Vizagapatam Dist., Madras, 343. 
Padshah ( Bacha , Bashaw), H. &c. king, 
283-4, 427. 

Page, — , Member of. Malabar Commis- 
sion, 39, 330. 

Pagoda, gold or. silver coin, but generally 
gold, current in S. India, -241, 311, 347, 
434. 

— Arcot, 341. 

Pahang .(Pahan), state on the east coast 
of Malaya Peninsula, 500. 

Pakala . (Paukhall), in N. Arcot Dist., 
Madras, Palcgar of, 24, 248, 534.- 
Palakodu Pass (Policode), in Salem Dist.,' 

1 Madras, leading from Baramahal to 
Mysore, 329. 

Palamcottah (Palamcotah), in Unnevelly 
Dist., Madras, 243. 

Palegars, Carnatic, 24, 37-9, 85, 94, '97-8, 
112, 118, 203, 215-8, 240, 248-9, 279, 
282, 311, 316, 338, 344, 362-3, 406, 412, 
.415-6, 428-9, 532, 534, 541 ; E. I. Coy.’s 
policy towards, 39, 84-5, 98, .216-7, 251-2. 
See also Malabar and Vizianagram. 
Paleyam ( Pollam ), Tam. &c. feudal. estate, 
38, 241, 406, 523. 

Palghat (Paulgatchcrry, Palicacherry), in 
Malabar Dist., Madras, 2, 183; 526 ; 
•fortification of, 116, 330. 

Pallancllorc, Pattancllorc, 362. * 

Palmer, — , Supervisor of Malabar, 119. 


Palmer, Maj. William, Resident with 
Sindia, 87, 91, 93, 117, 186, 192, 203-5, 
213, 224-5, 235-6, 244, 308, 333, 352, 
421-2, 425, 440, 448, 528, 536; reflec- 
tions on_Maratha affairs, 11, 60-1, '201-2, 
235, 437, 446 ; question of attending 
Sindia on his journey to Poona, 192, 
'201, 228. See also Mahadji Sindia. 
Palnad (Palnaud), in Guntur Dist., Mad- 
ras, disturbances in, 276, 535. 

Palni, in Madura Dist, Madras, 523. 
Pandit, Pundit, Skt., &c. a person learned 
in Sanskrit lore, 25-6, 104-5. 

Pangal (Paangul, Pangul), hill-fort in 
Mahbubnagar , Dist., Hyderabad, 184-5, 
188, 527; treaty of (1790), 8, 314-5, 348, 
513, 515, 523. 

Panhala (Panilla), fort, in Kolhapur State, 
Bombay, Raja of, see .Kolhapur, Raja of. 
Pant Sachiv [Scychcev, Scychoon), Minis- 
ter in Maratha Confederacy, 9, 106, 
266, 287, 523. 

Panther (ship), 136-7, .489, 492. 

Parappanad (Peripnaad), in Ernad Taluk 
in Malabar Dist., Madras, Raja of, 400. 
Parashuram Bhau Patwardhan (Purscram 
Bhow, Pursaram Bhow), 92 ; leads 
. Maratlias forces in Third Mysore War, 
2-3, 72, 92, 185, ; 188-90, 194, 233, 530. 
Parcarry, see Ptijari. 

Parenda (Parinda, Purrainda, Puranda), 
in Osmanabad Dist., Hyderabad* 16, 
413,418-9. 

Pargana ( Pergtmnah , Purgunnah), H. &c. 
sub-division of a zilla or district, 78, 
272. . . 

Parliament,' against aggressive wars,' 15 ; 
exemption of duty on grain from India, 
138; act vesting special powers, in 
Cornwallis, 52, 210, 522. 

Parry, Thomas, Member of Court of Direc- 
tors, 79, 103, 121. 

Parur (Paroor), in .Travancore, 5, 26-7, 
330. 

Panvana ( Pcrwanah , Perwanmh, Pur- 
wanna), H. &c. a grant or letter under 
royal seal, an order, 84, 174, 203, 359, 
400, 517. 

Pat ( paat , ' pant) H. &c. a plant from 
which coarse canvas and .sack-cloth are 
made, 42, 125, 477-8. 

Patan, battle of (1790), 530. 

Patna, town and dist. in Bihar, 55, 211,- 
246; Danish Chief at, 50; delivery of 
saltpetre to French at, 151, 154 ; Dutch 
factory' at, 504. • 

Pattlc,’ T., Member of Court of Directors, 
50, 64, 66, 79. 

Paukhall, see Pakala. 

Paynad (Paynaad), in . Malabar • Dist., 
Madras, 403. 

Payyormala (Pyoormulla), in Malabar 
Dist., Madras, 403. • 

Pearl fisheries, at Tuticorin, 32, 85, 220. 
Pegu, town and dist. in Burma, 323, 326, 
335, 395, 428, 438-9, 448, 491. 

Pellor, see Pullur. 

Penagra, see Pcnnagaram, 
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Rnntnad (Rnttittaud, Uamtindporam), in 
Madura Pin., Madras, 15. 1. Coy. not to 
interfere in internal administration, 98. 
119: Rntnnad-Sivagangn disputes, 37*8, 
251, 344, 362-3. 528; deposition of Raja 
of. 406; agreement witlt Nnwab of 
A tent re: administration of, 412, 415. 

Ramon, 9 miles cast of Cox Raz.tr in 
Chittagong Dist., Bengal. 395. 

Rampttr (Kamitotc). State in Roliilkhand. 
U.P.. 20.2, 42. 354, 356. 360, 379-84. 
356.9, 392, 403, 424. See Rohillat. 

Rantrre, island off coast of Araknn, 
Rttrtna. Raja of, 355. 

Uantsav, \V„ Sccrctatv to Court of Direc- 
tors.!^, 4S0. 492. ' 

Rnttdtdlali Kltan (Kutulullah Khan), of 
Karmti. 287. 

Rnneghttr, me Unmgarh. 

Rangoon, in Ritmta, 31, 426, 438, 448. 

Knnepur (Rungporc), town and dist. in 
Rental. 28. ' J93. 293. 318, 335. 342. 
354. 

—Collector of, see l.ttmsdcn, J. 

Uanmu<t Kltan (Khmumt't Khan, Run- 
must Khan). N'awnb of Karnul, 4, 89. 
196. 229. 256-7. 

Kao Prntap Sin;.;h, Rnlcr of Ahvar State, 
tee I’ratap Singh. 

/ ’in,-) if { UiiuuiI ). 1 1. Ac. term used in lien- 
gal and 'Hindustan’ for a progressive 
incrc.vc or diminution of revenue tcttlc- 
incut, and likewise for the amount of 
incre.vc or dedtirtinn, 434. 

Rau»c|i, Daniel, Kmopcan merchant of 
Coalpara in A»snm. 193. 529. 

Hayadrug (Rvdroogh in Bcliary Dist., 
Madras, Killadar of, 230. 

Kaynkottai (Rayacotta), village in Salem 
Dist.. Madras, 347. 

Raymond, Francois de, Freneit adven- 
turer in Nizam’s service, 17-8, 90, 230, 
420, 429-33, 443-4, 532. 

Read, Cnpt. Alexander, 277, war with 
Ttptt, 3, 72, 184, 188, 199 : settlement 
of ceded dirts., 98, 218, 254. 

Real Fidelissima, Portuguese frigate, 222, 

Red Sea. attempt to discover new route 
via,, 94. 

Rchr (Rcher), near Afzalgnrh in Bijnorc 
Dist., U.P., 22, 388 9. 

Reid, see Fairlic, Reid & Co. 

Reid, Cant. — , of Hampshire, 401. 

Resistance (II. M.'s ship), 134, 500, 502. 

— Captain of, see Ncwcotnbc, — . 

Restoration Bay, 486. 

Rice, investment in, 138-9, 416. 

Richardson, William, of the 11 Nctuna, 
454, 

Richardson, William, Counsel to Fenwick, 
457. 

Richemont M. — , of Chandcrnngorc, 169, 
526. 

Riouw (Khio, Rio), in Indonesia, 35, 115, 
327, 500. 

Roberts, Maj. — , commander of dctach- 

. ment sent to Nizam, 18, 90, 229, 420, 
443. 


Roltcrts, Abraham, Member of Court of 
Directors. 103, 121. 

Roberts, John, Member of Court of Direc- 
tors, 50, 64, 66, 79, 103, 123-8, 130-1, 
133. 

Robinson, Capt.— , Aide-dc-Camp to Lord 
Cornwallis, 295. 

Rodney (ship), 123. 

Rohilkhand (Rohilcund), historic tract in 
U.P., 353, 357, 378-9. 

Knhili.as, 54 ; rebellion of, 20-2, 120-2, 
353-4, 356-60. 378-93, 403-4, 408, 540 ; 
treaty with, 22, 390, 408, 423-4. See 
also F.aizttll.ah Kltan, Ruler of R.ampur. 

Robins, in Jhcluni Dist., Punjab, fort of, 
529. 

Roman Catholic Churches at Bombay, 
spiritual jurisdiction of Archbishop of 
Goa over, 33, 153. 

Roper, Lieut. — , of Bombay Marine, Com- 
mander of the Nautilus , 400. 

Rose (ship), 401-2, 405, 412, 486. 

Ross, I.icnt.-Col. — , Adjutant General of 
King’s Troops and Military Secretary, 
295. 

Roy Royan, II. title given to Hindu civil 
officers of high rank, especially a finance 
minister or treasurer, 444, 544. 

Rnval Admiral (sitip), 415, 427-9, 436-8, 
491. 497. 

Royal Charlotte (ship), 108, 274, 280, 297. 

Ru'dram Batata (Roodcr Ram B.arooha), 
193. 

Rupee, Arcot, 229, 341, 532; Chalani, 525 ; 
Ely, 154, 525; Farrukhabnd, 540; Sicca, 
4, 347, 411, 450, 478, 524-5, 541 ; Sonant, 
401, 540. 

Ryi.and, Cant. Charles, Commander of the 
Rrunsscick, 140, i44. 

Saaovt Ali Khan, Natvab (Sadut Ally 
Khan), brother of Asaf-ud-daulah, 
Vazir of Ottdii, 97, 245. 

Sabkut-tillah Kltan (Subkut Ullah Khan), 
Agent of Timur Shah, Ruler of 
Afghanistan, 193. 

Sachin State, in Bombay, 521. 

S.ad.ashiv Mnlhnr Bavlc, Mahadji Sindia’s 
Foreign Secretary, 202, 204-5, 224, 236, 
272, 531. 

Sadashiv Pandit (Sudaslico Pundit), Vakil 
of Raja Chait Singh, 1 21, 356. 

S.adasltiv Reddy (Shudda Shco Reddy, 
Suddashco Keddv), a zamindar of 
Hyderabad, .431-3/ 443, 544. 

Sada’sivgarh (Sadaslicogliur, Suddasheo- 
gitur) or Chitakul, village in N. Kanara 
Dist., Bombay, 60, 242,-533. 

Sadri Bihari, Tipu’s Governor of Manga- 
lore, 370. 

Sadullah Kltan (Saudulla Khan), brother 
of Faizullah Khan of Ratnpur, 388. 

Sagar, in Shintoga Dist., Mysore, 528. 

Sahukar ( Soucar ), H. &c. a native banker, 
73, 228. 

Salisbury, Capt. John, of the Iris, 140, 
144. 
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Portuguese (Portuguese, Portttguize), 532 ; 
dispute on a point of naval etiquette, 
33, S5, 95, 222, 244 ; spiritual jurisdic- 
tion of Archbishop of Goa. 33. 153: 
Anglo-French war and, 34, 135, 366, 
-*56. 4S9, 502. 507 ; Cabral appointed 
Governor of Co a. 178 ; capture of 
Raddasheophur by, 60, 242 : Governor 
of Mozambique's help to English ship 
in distress, 177. 

Pownev, George, Resident at Travancorc, 
5, 1 : differences with Raja of Travan- 

core. 26, 95, 93. 221, 243, 252-3, 527, 
534 ; Collector of Kamnad, 363, 412, 
502. 

Pradhsn [Pradani), Skt. &c. minister, 
chief, 218. 

Prnger, 450. 

Pratap Singh, Ruler of Alwar State (1740- 
91). 542. 

Prendergast, Lieut. Col. — , sent against 
Vijavaramaraju, 343, 361. 

Prescott. James, 189. 

Prc<\ freedom of, 32. 48-9. See also 
Dtiane. William. 

Prinre of Wales Island, see Penang. 

1‘iir.ceu Frederica (Ftedericha) (ship), 453, 
461. 

—Captain of, see Ilarclav. — . 

Princes s Royal (ship), 135, 399. 

Pringault, Grcflicr at Chnndemagore. 170. 

Pringle. John, of Hominy Civil Establish- 
ment, acting COmmistarv at Cape of 
Good Hope. 127. 134-6. 499. 

Prize tnsrs and prize law, 36-7, 103, 176-7, 
179, 275. 294-5. 395-8, 410-1, 427, 436. 
502. 507. 

Prunte, town and di*t. in llurma, 438. 

Pu-livacharan Pass (Poodichcmim), 190, 
52S, 

Pni :r: (P.:rc/trr\-). priest. 242. 

Pitiieat, irt Chfnglepwt Gist.. Madras, 35, 
49«. 

Pullur (Pel!<vif). near Ongole in Ncllore 
Dist., Madras, 1 ’alegar of. 24, 24S, 534. 

Put-* Artur, a Burmese. 320. 

Pul mg. Bnrrnrse refugee, 355, 394, 426. 

Purgi-og, 16, 412. 418. 

Ptitrea (Pii meats). town and di»t. in 
Bengal, 478. 

Ptt*iuil (ship) HO, 144. 

- Gaptalr. of. see Darker, — . 

Pviihlrkeram Ghat (Gant), in Malabar, 
*17. 


QssMS.it.rtv (Cumrr.fT.ud.din), Tipu’s 
Ge>.-mr. 2. 3. 1 C L 

jn fOnongsi), II. si'lage or district 
resenue 454. 

(tu-rs fship*. 149, i?2, H4. 186, 192. 526, 


f» si-'m i'hs'ieci* fruiter). 507. 

<5 .rt (*•',?, a Burrerw. 426. 

t.t gr*»* S'if.g tagoognifig), Pur- 
r.'.fie *.**, 4 7':. 


Rapuakacar (Rndnagorc), 2 miles cast of 
Khirpai in Ghatal Sub-Division, Midna- 

. pore Dist., Bengal, 125, 478. 

Raghoba (Ragoba Ragobah), see Raghu- 
nath Rao, Pcshvra. 

Raghuji Bhosle (Ragoji Booslah), Raja of 
Nagpur (1788-1816), 401, 540-1 ; Border 
troubles with E. I. Coy., 13, 77, 94, 205, 
237-8, 272; offer of aid to E. 1. Coy. 
during war with Ttpu, 57, 212; pilgri- 
mages to Gaya and Benares of subjects 
of. 68, 74, *186, 272; relations with 
Nizam, 285, 378, 420. 

Raghunath Rao, Pcslnva (Raghoba, 
Ragoba, Ragobah), 339, 449, 507 ; jewels 
of. 1 16-7, 332, 446, 450, 544. 

Rahety harm or revenue liaon, 36S, 412. 

Rnhmat Khan, Hafiz, see Hafiz Rahmnt 
Khan. 

Raicluir (Rachorc), town and dist. in 
Hyderabad, 522. 

Rainier, Commodore P„ Commodore and 
Commander in Chief of H.M.’s squadron 
in East Indies (1794-1804), 143-4, 364, 
372, 415, 427, 485, 488-9, 493-4, 496-7, 
499, 501, 545. 

Rajnhmtindrv, in Godavari Dist., Madras, 
525. 


Rajnpur (Rajrpur), on the right bank of 
the Jumna alsovc Man, Banda Dist., 
U.P., 414. 

Rnjaram Pandit (Rajah Ram Pundit), Naib 
of Cuttack, 238. 


Rajcswnr Slnghn (Ra lesser Sing), King of 
Assam (1751-69), 425, 542. 

Rajmahal (Rajemahal), Sub-Division in 
Santal Parganas Dist., Bengal, 478. 

Rajya ( Raje , Raujc), Skt. &c. kingdom or 
principality, government. 219, 425. 

Ram Cour Gosain (Ram Gotir Gosayn), 
imprisonment of, 236. 

Rama Raja (Ram Rajah). Ruler of Cochin, 
treaty with Dutch, 317. 

Rama Raja, Raja of Travancorc (1758-98), 
522 ; agreement of 1788 with E. I. Coy., 
26 ; expenses of war with Tipu, 27, 55, 
63, 67, 85 ; claim to Parur, Alangnd and 
Ktinnatnad, 5, 26, 75, 85, 110, 221, 
303, 330 ; relations with Powncy, E. I. 
Coy.’s Resident, 26, 95. 98, 221. 243. 
252-3, 527, 534 ; military arrears and 
subsidy, 109, 221, 253, 298; failure In 
supply’ of pepper, 113, 317-8, 435; treaty 
of 1795 with K. I. Coy- 5, 27, 113. 317, 
442-3 ; misappropriations by minister of, 
435. 


flamagiri (Ramghcrie), on the hank of the 
Arakavati, in Bangalore Dirt,. Mysore, 
3, 182. 

Itamagiri (Ramgherry), in Drndigul Taluk. 
Madura Dist- Madras, Palegar of, 6, 
311. , , 

ftamgarh (Ramghur, Ramgur). old dist. of 
Bengal, 1 03, 272. 439, 490. 543. 







Shuqqa ( Shoka ), II. royal letter, 201, 236. 
Shyam Raj (Siam Rauj), Roy Royan of 
Nizam, 444, 544. 

Silxuidi (Sebundy), H. &c. irregular sol- 
diery, Imperfectly disciplined troops 
maintained for police and revenue 
duties, 439, 490. 

Sicca, H. seal, signet, royal signet, 347. 

— Rupee, H. fee. a denomination of silver 
currency of Kings of Delhi and even- 
tually of E. I. Coy., see Rupee, Sicca. 
Sidi Joliar, of Janjira, 521. 

Sidis of Janjira, an Abyssinian family, see 

a ira. 

s, maritime, to l>c observed during 
Vvar with France, 127-8. 

Sikandar Jah (Seconder Jah), second son 
of Niiam All Khan, Nizam of Hydera- 
bad, war with Tipu, 3, 67, 72, 184, 189, 
195. 

Sikandar Jah (Seconder Jah), son of Darn 
Jah, confirmation in his father's rights, 
116, 332. 

Sikhs (Seeks, Seiks). 388, 529 ; incursions 
into Oudh, 23, 54. 58, 60, 211-2, 437; 
incursions into Mntaiha districts, 23, 
193, 421 ; release of Col. Stuart by, 23, 
71 ; possibility of Rohilla alliance with, 
21, 357, 382. * 

Sindia, sec Daulat Rao Sindia ; Mahadji 
Sindia. 

Singapore (Sincnporc), 115, 327. 

Singluya (Singhia), 17 miles N. of Patna, 
Ilihar, Dutch factory at, 50. 

Sira (Sera), in Tumkur Dist., Mvsorc, 3, 
185. 

Sitaramaraju (Sittaram Ruzc), brother of 
Vijayaramaraju of Vlzianagram, 38, 
248. 

Sivaganga (Shevagunga), sacred "hill in 
Mangalore Dist., Mysore, 185. 

Sivaganga (Shevngunga, Shevigunga, Shiva- 
ganga), Zamindari in Madura Dist., 
Madras, 98, 344, 362-3, 539. 

Sivagiri (Shevagherry, Shevegherry, Shevi- 
gherrv), in Tinncvclly Dist., Madras, 
Palegar of, 37, 84. 94, 97, 215, 240-1, 
248, 406. 

Sivaji the Great, founder of Maratha 
power (1627-80), 9, 523, 

Sivangiri, on the hank of the Arakavati 
in Mangalore Dist., Mysore, 3. 

Slave trade, 32, 49, 317, 416. 

Smith, George, Member of Court of 
Directors, 103, 121. 

Smith, Nathaniel, Member of Court of 
Directors, 50, 64. 

Sonafittr Duaria (Sonaliporc Dooarinh), 
Warden of Sonapur, Assam, 193. 

Sonant, corruption of Sanwat, see Rupees, 
Somnit. 

Soorgaiah Rajah, see Ajit Singh, Raja. 
Sorcl (Sorrel), Capt. — , mission to Burma, 
31, 395. 

Spall, Van — , Dutch Governor of Cochin, 
502. 

Spaniards, relations with E. I. Coy., 33, 
172, 178; possibility ot war with Spain, 
33, 60, 213. 


Speke, Peter, member of Fort William 
Council, 208, 307, 342, 486, 488, 491. 

Stadtholdcr, Prince, of Holland, 35, 489, 
492-5. 

Star Pagoda, gold coin issued from 
Madras, 23, 282, 532. 

Steele, Thomas, Member of Board' of 
Control, 124. 

Stephens, — , Supervisor of Malabar, see 
Stevens, J. 

Stephenson, Capt. Thomas, Commander 
of the Mary, 491. 

Stevens, J., Supervisor of Malabar, 175, 
346, 433. 

Stewart, Lieut. W., Assistant to Sir John 
Kennaway, Resident at Hyderabad, 72, 
184, 188, 192, 285. 

Strachan, Sir Richard, of the Phoenix, 
186, 192. 

Sttiart, — , 193. 

Stuart, Col. James (1741-1815), war with 
Tipu, 2, 182-3; expedition against Mau- 
ritius and Bourbon, 33, 126, 131, 142-3, 
465-8, 471, 474-5, 478-80, 482, 485, 487, 
524 ; expedition against Dutch in 
Ceylon, 497. 

Stuart, Col. Robert, released from captivity 
by Sikhs, 23, 58, 60, 71, 212. 

Stuart, Lieut. W„ see Stewart, Lieut. W. 

Stud, Boatswain of the L’Etrusco. 460. 

Suba ( Soubah , Stibah), H. a province, 
viceroy under Mughal Government, 196, 
426. 

Subadar (Soobahdar, Sotibadar), H. gover- 
nor of a province, 196, 326, 431. 

Success (ship), 481. 

Suez, 158, 165, 273, 364. 

Suffolk (ship), 134, 415, 501. 

Sugar, investment in, 42, 463-4. 

Sugar-cane, cultivation in Malabar of, 40, 
369. 

Sugarcane (ship), 83, 171, 173-6, 328, 337, 
341, 343, 345, 474, 476, 479, 484. 

Sulagiri (Coolagurry, Solaghcrry, Sola- 
gurry), in Hosur Taluk, Salem Dist., 
Madras, 6, 111, 310. 

Sulia (Soolua) in S. Kanara Dist., Madras, 
5, 298-9, 536. 

Sulkca (Sulky), suburb of Howrah, Ben- 
gal, 164, 525. 

Sultan Singh (Sultanaut Sing), Talookdar 
of Budlaporc, 401. 

Sumatra, 319, 336, 399, 499. 

Sunda (Sundah) Strait of, separating the 
islands of Sumatra and Java, 136, 172, 
320. 

Sungiim Mullah, 53 3. 

Suno, monetary unit, being sub-division 
of cowrie, 525. 

Supracargocs, at Canton, 481, 545. 

Supreme Court, Calcutta, 32, 49, 156, 170, 
180, 275, 410, 460-1, 526; limits of 
admiralty jurisdiction, 176, 179. 

Surat, town and dist. in Bombay,. 163, 
266, 284, 372, 441, 502-3, 521 ; Dutch 
factory at, 35, 489, 495 ; Maratha right 
to chautia in, 302-4. 
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St, Croixc, M, — > officer of a French mer- 
chant vessel, 49. 

St. Helena, island in S. Atlantic Ocean, 
124, 127-9, 506. 

Sniyid Khan (Syud Khan), Bakhshi of 
Ghulam Muhammad Khan of Rnmpur, 
389. 

Saiyid-ud-daulah (Sycd-ud-dowlah), Ni- 
zam’s agent, 287. 

Sakharam Pandit (Succaramc Pundit), 
Tipu’s Vakil at Nizam’s Court, 18, 
444-5. 

Salami, P. complimentary present, present 
on receiving a lease or . settling for the 
revenue, 170. 

Salbai (Salbyc), Treaty of (1782), 10, 232, 
266, 301, 303, 407, 532, 535, 540. 

Sally, Scilly, (ship) 140, 144. 

— Captain of, see Brown, Robert. 

Salt, 525 ; transactions with French, 32, 
45-6, 48, 50, 155, 163-5. 

Salt Department, 490. 

Saltpetre, 32, 48, 50, 52, 154 ; restriction 
on export during war with France, 35, 
41-2, 123-4, 130, 142, 167, 179-80, 482-4. 

Samalkot (Satnulkottah) or Chamarlakotn, 
in Godavari Dist., Madras, 162, 525. 

Saimoory, see Zamorin. 

Samudranarayan (Somindemarain), 292. 

Sari (soon, snn), H. & Beng. from Skt. 
shana, Indian hemp (Crotalaria Junccn), 
also its flax or fibres, 42, 124, 477. 

Sanadco, Zamindar of -Ganjam, 238. 

Sanads ( Sunnud ), H. &c. diploma, patent 
or deed of grant by Govt, of office, pri- 
vilege or right, 12, 86, 96, 224, 244. 

Sandalwood, trade in, 417, 532. 

Sankha (Sunka Nulla), river in Bareilly 
Dist., U.P., 382-3, 540. 

Sanyasi ( Sonassi ), Skt. Hindu religious 
mendicant, 354, 539. 

Sanwal, see Sonaul. 

Sarbhoji (Serfojee, Surfojee), Raja of 
Tanjore (1798-9), 25-6, 95, 105, 2 19-20, 
242; 282, 533-4. 

Sardar (Sirdar), H. &c. headman, com- 
mander, 384, 391, 403. 

Sardeshmukhi, Mar. share of land reve- 
nue, being l/10th, levied by Marathas 
in subject territory, 14, 538. . . 

Sarkar (drear, Sirkar), H. &c. (i) state, 
government, supreme authority, 321, 
517; (2) Govt, of E. I. Coy., 248. 

Sarkar-i-Asad Haiti, Tipu Sultan’s Govt., 
536. 

Sarkar-i-Khudadad, Govt, given . by God, 
an appclation . given by Tipu to his 
Govt., 536. 

Satara, in Bombay, 9. 

Satyamangalam (Sattimungulum, Satty- 
mungalum), in . Coimbatore Dist., 
Madras, 183, 188, 526,' 

Saupaun, Sausram, 533. 

Savandurga (Sevendroog, Sevemdroog), in 
Bangalore Dist., Mysore, 182, 189, 526. 

Sayajl Rao Gaikwad, 9, 10, 535. 

Schohy, — , Commissary Lieutenant, 365. 

Schwartz (Swartz), Rev. Christian Frede- 


rick, missionary at Tanjore, 26, 95, 220, 
242, 251, 533-4. 

Scilly (ship), see Sally. 

Scott, Maj. — , Deputy Adjutant General, 


Scott, D., Member of Court of Directors, 
79, 103, 121, 144-5. 

Scott, Lieut. Samuel, Assistant to Capt. 
Kirkpatrick on his mission to Nepal, 208. 

Sea Horse (ship), 448. 

—Captain of, see Thomas, — . 

Scavcnaris, Chief of Danish factory at 
Fredcricksnagar, 153.- 

Sc rnmporc (Fredcricksnagar), Dutch at, 50, 
153, 167,483. 

Scringapatam, in Mysore Dist., Mysore, 6, 
219, 255, 331, 470; 

—Treaty of, 4, 6-9, 14, 17, 39, 74-6, 115, 
118, 189-91, 195, 197, 230, 232, 247, 
256-7, 288, 299, 310-2, 314-5, 322, 325-6, 
328, 338-9, 416-8, 429-30, 469, 513-4, 527, 
532, 534, 537, 542. 

Service, Capt. Robert, of the Camilla, 140, 
144. 

Settur (Shattoor), in Tinncvelly Dist., 
Madras, Palcgar of, 37, 240-1. 

Setupati (Shaytoo Putty), Lord of the 
Causeway, title of Raja of Ramnad, 98. 

Sevahar (Cherocar, Shevegur), 241, 362-3, • 
543. 

Shah Alam (Shah AHum, Shaw Allum), 
Mughal Emperor (1759-1806), 190, 224, 
421, 523, 529-30, 538, 540-1 ; office of 
Vakil-i-Mutlak conferred on Peshwa, 12, 
54, 201-2, 210, 235; demand of tribute 
from Bengal, 93, 201-2, 235 ; E. I. Coy.’s 
Agent’s access to,. 422; help from E. I. 
Coy. and Vazir sought for restoration of 
.authority, 22, 117, 120-1, 333, 354; 
Khassa money paid by Vazir, 74, 187. 

Shah Ghar (Shahgurrh), 42 miles from 
Aurangabad, 413. 

Shahmat Ali Khan, Nawab (Mirza Jangli), 
son of Shuja-ud-daulah, Vazir of Oudh, 
68 . 

Shahpur (Shapoor), near Mau in Banda 
Dist., U.P., 414. 

Shaik Ayaz (Hyat Saib), 416, 451, 544. 

Shans, of Upper Burma, 27. 

Shaw, E., 455. 

Shawwal (Sltowal), A. 10th ■ month of 
Muhammadan lunar year, 5 13. 

Shelly, Lieut.-Col. — , 295. 

Shera, 533. . 

Sherf Ally Khan, 414. 

Shigufta Bakht, Prince Mirza (Mirza Haji), 
eldest son of Prince Jahandar Shah, 
son of Shah Alam II, 93, '236, 533. 

Shimoga (Simoga), town and dist. in 
Mysore, 3, 189, 528. 

Shore, Sir John, Governor General of 
.Bengal (1793-8), notification of appoint- 
ment, 100, 260; instructions re: Gaik- 
wad affair, 301-4 ; and passim. 

Shuja-ud-daulah (Sujah-ul-Dowlah), Nawab 
of Oudh (1754-75),. 68, 353. 

Shukrana (Shookeranna), H. ■ complimen- 
tary or grateful present, 389. 
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Illicit trade, 32, 40, 453-62. 
Investments, 42, 124-5, 136-9, 144, 
- 416-7, 432, 463-4, 477-8, 490-1, 

507-8. 

War with France and protection of 
mercantile trade, 36, 103, 110-1, 
113, 115. 117, 124, 134-5, 144, 304-7, 
309, 327, 336-7, 399. 

Other references: sale of arms to 
Indian powers, 92, 230, 232, 316 ; 
restrictions on export of grain from 
Bengal, 31 ; export and import 
duties paid by French in Bengal, 
47-8. 

See also Cambay ; Cochin ; salt ; 
saltpetre. 

Tranqncbar, in Tanjorc Dist„ Madras, 
Danish Government at, see Danes. 

Travancorc, 39, 317, 527, 543. 

— Baja of, see Rama Raja, Raja of 
Travancorc. 

— Residency of, projKisal to place tinder 
Bombay,* 95, 243, 252-3. 

— Resident of, see Powncy, George. 

Travers, John, Memltcr of Court of 
Directors, 50, 64, 66, 79. 

Treaty of Guarantee, proposed by 
Cornwallis, 5. 7-9, 76, 88 9, 92, 99, 106*, 
110, .112, 197-8. 225-6, 231, 257-60, 265, 
285-7, 300, 513-5 ; alternative draft by 
Marathas. 308. 314-5, 515-7. 

Treves, P., Resident at Benaras, 221, 291. 

Trichinopolv (Tritcliinopolv), town and 
dist. In Madras; 2, 118, *329. 338, 538. 

Trikumdas Brindavandas (Tricumdoss 
Vrandvandoss), a Maratha subject, 101, 
262-4, 345. 

Trinkontali (Trineomalai, Trincomnli, 
Trincontalc). in Ceylon, 35, 274, 280, 
489, 492-5, 496-8, 546. 

Triple Alliance, against Tipu, 5, 7-8, 10-1, 
14, 17-8, 58, 543. See also Treaty of 
Guarantee. 

Trishuli (Treshooly), near Ramnad in 
Madras, 362. 

Triton (Indiaman), 296. 

Triton (schooner), 107-8, 274, 280, 297. 

Tukoji Rao Holkar (Tockajec Holcar, 
Tuckojcc Holcar, Tucojcc Holcar, 
Tukaji Hollcar), Ruler of Indore, 244, 
535; hostilities with Sindia, II, 70, 93, 
233-5, 290 ; E. I. Coy.’s refusal to 
mediate in above, II, 102, 267. 

Tuljaji, Raja of Tanjorc, 25, 534. 

Turkey, Sultan of ( Batishalt of Baghdad), 
100,* 105, 108, 283-4, 297, 427. 

Turkul, in Nandcr Dist., Hyderabad, 443. 

Tuticorin (Tutacorin, Tutacoryn, Tuto- 
corin), Tinncvclly Dist., Madras, 32, 35, 
85, 220, 502. 

UtmioFF, Assistant to Resident at 
Sindia’s Court, 347. 

Ujjain (Augeen, Ogeinc, Oggicn, Oogein, 
Ugene), historic city of Gwalior State, 
C. India, 42, 61, 91, 107, 201, 213, 291, 
333, 352, 437, 533. 

Ulmorah, see Almora. 


Ultuntgah, see Altanigha. 

Umar Khan (Omcr Khan), 390. 

Undah, Fort, in Hyderabad Dist., 
Hyderabad, 433. 

Uninra (Ooniara), in Jaipur State, 
Rajputana, 92. 

Union (snow), 177. 

United States of America, appointment of 
Consul at Calcutta, 33, 173; prize 
disputes concerning ships of, 395-8, 
410-1. 

V akalat {IVukalut), representation, 
agency, attorneyship, 407. 

Vakil ( i'ackeel , Vakeel), H. &c. attorney, 
authorised representative, 7, 18, 68, 73, 
90, 191, 204-5, 218, 241-2, 244, 259, 289, 
331, 353, 356, 389, 412, 424-5, 444. 

Vakil-i-Mutlaq ( VakccUul-Mullock ), title 
granted to Peshwa by Shah Alam, 9, 
530 ; E. I. Coy.’s attitude to claims 
based on, 12, 54, 69, 87, 201-2, 210, 235, 
308. 

Valentine (ship), 130. 

Vancouver, in British Columbia, Canada, 
33. 

Varaha, a gold coin, 532. 

Vazir (Vizier), see Asaf-ud-daulah, 
Nawab Vazir of Oudh. 

Vellore, in N. Arcot Dist., Madras, 2, 
42, 229, 255. 

Vengeur (ship), 399. 

Venkata Krishna Raju (Vcncotah Kistnah 
Rausc), an officer of Nagpur, 238. 

Venkatagiri (Vcncataghcrry), in Ncllorc 
Dist., Madras, Palcgar of, 24, 216-7, 
248, 534. 

Vijayadurg (Ghcria), in Ratnagiri Dist., 
Bombay, 105, 283. 

Vijayaramaraju (Viziaram Rouzc), 
Zamindar of Vizianagram, 119, pay- 
ment of kists to E. I. Coy., 94, 239 ; 
refractory conduct of, 38, 97, 108, 248 ; 
297, 54 1 ; sequestration of Zamindari 
of, 343-4, 361-2. 

Vine, cultivation in Malabar of, 40. 

Virnjendrapet, in Coorg, 528. 

Virupakshi (Vcrapatchy, Vcerepatchce, 
Vcruputchcc), in Palni Tahsil, Madura 
Dist., Madras, 6, 106, 218, 241, 289, 310, 
523. 

Vizagapatam, town and dist. in Madras, 
248, 343, 361, 401, 415, 453, 456, 538; 
abolition of Chiefship at, 363 ; 
Zamindar of, 239. 

Vizianagram, zamindari in Vizagapatam 
Dist., Madras, Zamindar of, see 
Vijayaramaraju. 

W ade. Dr. Peter, Surgeon attached to 
Capt. Welsh’s expedition to Assam, 
208. 

Wadegaon (Wadgaon), in Akola Dist., 
Berar, 532. 

Walajah (Walan Jah, Walaw Jah), see 
Muhammad Ali Khan, Walaja , , 
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— Agency, Bombay, 521. .■ 

— Athavisi, 10. 

— 'Nawab of, dispute re: sattad of 
investiture, 12, 53, 87, 96, 224, 244. 

Suravli, battle of (1792), 11. 

Surprise (Surprize), 46, 440, . 448-9, 505, 
507-8. 

Surveys, by E. I. Coy.’s servants, 40, 42, 

. 92, 99, 107, 233, 239, 255, 291, 394, 401, 
403, 440, 448. 

Swami Naik (Samy Naig), Palcgar of 
Ramagiri, 6, 311. 

Swarga Deva (Surge Deo, Sttrgy Deo), lit. - 
lord of heaven, 271, 293, 394, 425, 535, 
538. 

Swift (ship), 134. 

Swirihoc, Attorney, Supreme Court, 
Calcutta, .460. 

Swiss, regiment of, in Dutch service, see 
Meuron, Comte dc. 

Sybellc, French frigate, 274, '501. 

Symes, Capt. Michael, mission to Burma, 
31, 395, 426, 438-9, 488, 543. 

T al.uk (Talook), H. &c. an administra- 
tive division, 289, 403. 

Talukdar (Talookdar), H. &cv holder of 
a taluk, 289. 

Tanjore, town and district in Madras, Raja 
of,' see • Amar Singh; Sarblioji; 

• Tuljaji. 

Tapoor Pass, leading from Salem Dist. 
to Dharmapuri, 329. 

Tapti, river in Western India, 16. • 

Tarmeri, Tarmori, in Tipu’s. countrj’, 90, 
230. 

Tartar (sloop), 246-7, 255, 272-3, 276-7, 
282-4, 297-8. 

Tatem, George, Member of Court of 
Directors, 103, 121. 

Taylor, George, Chief at Tellichcrry, 186, 
395. 

Tej Singh (Teje Sing), Raja of Jaitpur 
Kulpahar in Bundelkhand, U.P., 438. 

Tellicherry, in Malabar Dist., Madras ; 
52, 86, 222, 417, 453, 502, 504, .538. 

Thames River, in Great Britain, 460. 

Thana (Tannah), town and, dist. in 
Bombay, 366. 

Thetis (ship), 133, 411. 

Thomas, Capt. — >. of the Sea Horse, 448. 

Thompson, Capt. J. K., of the Alexander, 
140, 144. 

Thoroton, Edward, Assistant to Birch at 
Chandernagore, 169. 

Thornton, R., Member of Court of 
Directors, 79. 

Three Sisters (ship), 140, 144. 

— Captain of, see Hall, John. 

Tibet (Thibet), Sino-Nepalese conflict, 
29-30, 207, 268 ; development of trade 
contacts with, 83. 

— Lamas of, letters from, 207, 531. 

Tikait Rai,- Raja (Tickait Roy, Rajah), 
Minister, of Oudh, 19-20,. 77, 107, 206, 
267, 291. 

Til, monetary unit, being sub-division of 
cowrie, 525, .... 


Timmcry Cota (Timry Cottnh), in Guntur 
Dist., Madras, 276-7. 

Timur Shah Durrani (Tcmoor Shall, 
Timoor Shah), Ruler of ‘ Afghanistan 
(1773-93), rumours of invasion by, 93, 
193, 236, 539; Nawab of Oudh’s 
correspondence with subjects of, 64, 
314, 522. 

Tinby, Alexander, Tipu’s prisoner, 230. 
Tinncvclly (Tincvclly), town and dist. in 
Madras, palcgars of, 37, 240, 344, 362. 
Tipu Sultan, Ruler of Mysore (1782-99), 
10, 85, 219, 229, 233, 241-2, 295, 300, 
348, 370, 434, 513, 532, 534, '543-4 ; Third 
Mysore War, 1-4, 18, 26, 32, 51-2, 55-63, 
65-7, 72, 149-50, 182-5, 187-92, 194-5, 
■ 209-14, 452-3, 522-4, 526-8 ; conclusion of 
treaty, 4, 58, 74, 118, 188-91,- 194-5, 247, 
338-9, 524 ; territorial disputes arising 
out of treaty, 4-6, 74-5, 95, 106, 
108-11, 195, 221-2, 228, 242, 289, 

298-9, 308, 310-3, 321-2, 330-2 ; dispute 
with Nizam over Karnul, 4, 8, 14, 75, 
89, 99, 105, 109, 196, 242, 256-7, 265, 
285-7, 300, 376, -378, 408, 533; payment 
. of war indemnity, 6, 75, 90-1, 98-9, 

. 106-7, 109, 191, 194, 197, 231, 254, 288, 
290, 299-300, 312-3, 322;. return of 
British prisoners, 6, 90, 92, 99, 107, 184, 
230, 233, 255-6, 289; his sons -as 
hostages, 6-7,. 90, 98, 106, 114, 116, 118, 
190-1, 195, 231, 254, 256, 288, 312-3, 
321-2, 325, 331-2,' 347, 469, 528 ; survey 
of war' region, 42, 99, 255 ; surrender of 
refugees, 115, 325-6, 328; relations with 
. neighbouring powers: Nizam, 14, 18, 
105, 230, 260, 285, 376-7, 402-3, 413, 
444-5; E. I. Coy., 7, 34, 116, 218, 231, 
•274, 303, 317, 339, 346, 376, 445-6, 469-70, 
472-4 ; Marathas, II, 15, 106, 232, -287, 
376-7, 402-3, 407, 413, 445-6; French; 

. 95, 166, 222, 446 ; Danes; 174-5, 369, 418. 
See also Mysore ; Seringapatam, Treaty 
of ; Treaty of Guarantee. 

Tippu’r Ford (Tippoor), near Yedatore in 

• Mysore Dist., Mysore,- 190. ' 

Titsing, — , Director of Dutch Council at 
Chinsurah, 152. 

Tondi (Tondy), hear Ramnad, -Madras, 
362. • . 

Toong Thang, 531. 

Topputhurai (Tope Torey), near Ncgapa- 
tam in Tanjore Dist., Madras,- 364. 
Torin, Collector^ of Palcgar Pesltkash, 
215 ; complaints against, 25, 97, 215, 
249. ■ 

Townson, John, Member -of Court- of 

• Directors, 66, 79. • 

Trade — ' . ■ . 

- Development of trade relations with 
Assam, 28-9, 103, 270, 394, 529; 
Bhutan, Nepal and Tibet," 29-30, 
268-9, 393-4, 404; 425 ; Burma, 31; 
395, 426, 438-9, 448 ; Egypt, 364-5 ; 

. Laccadive Islands, 40,' 435 ;' Mysore, 

• 28-9, 41, 86,-222, 416-7; Travancore, 
27. 
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Wallace, Capt. W., 95, 220, 243, 534. 

Walsingham (ship), 103. 

Warlcy (ship), 108, 274, 280, 297. 

Warren Hastings (ship), 55, 322. 

Washington, George, President of United 
States of America, 173. 

Watson, Thomas, Commander of the 
Lydia, 461-2. 

Wellesley, Marquess, Governor General' of 
Bengal, 6. . 

Welsh, Capt. Thomas, mission to Assam, 
28-9, 82, 97, 102, 208, 237, 246, 269-71, 
292-3, 318-9, 334-5, 342, 354, 425, 542 ; 
capture of Ramgiri and Sivangiri 
during war with Tipu by, 3, 182. See 
aiso Assam. 

West Indies, British plantations in, 275. 

Whackposs alias Quaypock, Burmese 
refugee, 355. 

Wheat, investment in, .138-9. 

Wilford, Lieut. — , Surveyor attached to 
mission ' to Nepal, 208. 

Wilkinson, W., Resident at Balasorc, 238, 
272. 

William, Lieut. — , 294. 


Win. Henry (ship), 320. 

William Pitt (ship), 110, 306, 395. 

Williams, Stephen, Member of Court* of 
Directors, 50, 64, 79. 

Wintcrlon (ship), 171. 

Wood, Ensign Thomas, Surveyor attached 
to mission to Assam, 42, 208, 1 394. 

Woodcot (Indinmnn), 296. 

Woolf, R., Accountant General at Madras, 
24, 85, 203, 217. 

Wright, Capt. — , of the Ceres, 178. 

Wuldcm, J., Danish Chief at Fredericks- 
nagar, 153. 

Wynaad, in Malabar, Tipu*s claim to, 
5, 416. 

Yanam, French settlement in Godavari 
Dist., Madras, 281 ; captured by 
English, 104, 162, 274. 

Yoon, M. — , French Commissary, 524. 

Zamorin (Samoory), title of ruler of 
Calicut and country around Malabar, 
174, 368, 403. 



